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ADVERTISEMENT 


I  he  History  of  Highwaymen,  Pirates,  and  Robbers, 
by  Captain  Johnson,  has  become  very  scarce  and  valu- 
able : — At  the  sale  of  the  late  Duke  of  Roxburgh's  books, 
a  copy  sold  for  fifteen  guineas,  besides  duty. 

The  Publishers  have  therefore  been  induced  to  offer  the 
Public  a  New  Edition  of  a  book  long  esteemed  the  only 
authentic  history  of  men,  (many  of  them  of  first-rate  abili- 
ties,) who,  spurning  the  restraints  necessary  to  uphold  the 
fabric  of  civilized  life,  threw  the  scaffolding  at  their  feet, 
and  carried  on  their  depredations  for  a  time,  until  the  law 
doomed  them,  as  victims  of  example,  to  support  its  domi- 
nion by  its  Justice* 

In  perusing  the  History  of  these  extraordinary  charac- 
ters, amongst  whom  may  be  found  some  whose  talents  fit- 
ted them  either  for  the  senate  or  the  field,— many  interest- 
ing adventures  occur,  of  the  most  daring  hardihood  and 
persevering  enterprise, — beyond  .what  human  life  is  sup- 
posed capable  of  sustaining- 
Sir  John  Falstaff,  the  favourite  hero/of  our  immortal 
Shakespeare,  one  of  the  greatest  Robbers  this  country  ever 
knew,  and  Robin  Hood,  whose  history  is  partly  known  to 
every  reader  of  infantine  story*  form  two  leading  charac- 
ters in  this  interesting  book.  To  which  is  added,  an  Ap- 
pendix, containing  some  characters,  distinguished  in  their 
spheres  of  action  since  Johnson  published  his  history,— 
which  is  now  submitted  to  the  Public,  with  considerable 
alterations,  to  render  the  language  and  sentiments  better 
suited  to  the  period  we  live  in. 
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SIR  HENRY  MORGAN. 
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HE  distinguished  courage  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan,  and  the. 
scenes  in  which  he  engaged,  entitle  him  to  occupy  the  first  station 
in  this  history.  He  was  a  native  of  Wales,  and  descended  of  a 
respectable  family.  His  father  was  a  wealthy  farmer,  but  young 
Morgan  had  no  inclination  to.  that  industrious  mode  of  life* 
Abandoning  his  father's  house,  he  hastened  to  a  sea  port  town 
where  several  vessels  were  bound  for  the  isle  of  Barbadoes. .  He 
went  into  the  service  of  one  of  these ;  and,  upon  his  arrival  in 
the  island,  was  sold  as  a  slave.  Having  obtained  his  liberty,  he 
went  to  Jamaica.  Finding  two  pirate  vessels  ready  to  go  to  sea, 
he  went  on  board  one  of  them,  with  the  intention  of  becoming 
pirate.  Having  performed  several  successful  voyages,  he  agreed 
with  some  of  his  companions  to  unite  their  wealth. to  purchase  a 
vessel,  which  being  done,  he  was  unanimously  chosen  Captain. 

With  this  vessel  he  went  to  cruise  upon  the  coasts  of  Cam. 
pechy,  and  capturing  several  vessels,  returned  in  triumph  to  Ja- 
maica. Upon  his  arrival,  one  Mansvelt  an  old  pirate,  was  equip, 
ping  a  fleet  wUh  the  intention  of  landing  upon  the  Continent  and 
pillaging  the  country.  The  success  of  Morgan  induced  Mans- 
velt to  choose  him  for  his  Vice-Admiral.     With  a  fleet  of  fifteen 
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ships  and  five  hundred  men,  they  set  sail  from  Jamaica,  and  arw 
.rived  at  the  isle  of  St  Catharine.     Here  they  made  a  descent,  and 
landed  the  greater  part  of  their  men. 

They  soon  forced  the  garrison  to  surrender,  and  to  deliver  np 
all  the  forts  and  castles,  which  they  demolished,  only  reserving 
one,  into  which  they  placed  an  hundred  men,  and  the  slaves  they 
had  taken  from  the  Spaniards.  Tbey  proceeded  to  an  adjoining 
*  small  island,  and  haying  destroyed  both  islands  with  fire  and  sword, 
and  made  what  arrangements  were  necessary  at  the  castle,  which 
they  had  garrisoned,  they  set  sail  in  quest  of  new  spoils.  They 
cruised  upon  the  coasts  of  Costa*  Rica,  and  entered  the  river 
Calla  with  an  intention  to  pillage  all  the  towns  upon  the  coast. 

Informed  of  their  arrival  and  of  their  former  depredations,  the 
Governor  of  Panama  collected  a  force  to  oppose  the  pirates.  They 
fled  at  his  approach,  and  hastened  to  the  isle  of  St  Catharine  to> 
visit  their  companions  that  were  left  in  the  garrison.  Le  Sienr 
Simon,  the  governor,  had  put  the  large  island  in  a  posture  of 
defence,  and  cultivated  the  small  island  with  such  care,  that  it 
was  able  to  afford  fresh  provisions  to  the  whole  fleet.  The  vicini- 
ty of  these  islands  to  the  Spanish  dominions,  and  the  ease  with 
which  they  could  be  defended,  strongly  inclined  Mansvelt  to  re- 
tain them  in  perpetual  possession. 

With  this  view,  he  returned  to  Jamaica  to  send  out  greater 
numbers,  that  so  they  might  be  able  to  defend  themselves  in  case 
of  an  attack  from  the  Spaniards.  He  signified  his  intentions  to 
the  governor  of  Jamaica  upon  his  return  home ;  but,  afraid  of 
offending  the  King  of  England,  and  of  weakening  the  strength  of 
his  own  island,  the  governor  declined  complying  with  his  wishes-. 
Baffled  in  his  designs,  be  went  to  the  island  of  Tortuga  to  solicit 
reinforcements  from  the  governor,  but  before  he  could  effect  his 
purpose,  death  suddenly  put  an  end  to  his  wicked  career. 

Meanwhile,  the  governor  of  the  garrison  of  St  Catharine  re. 
cemngn£  intelligence  of  his  Admiral,  was  greatly' anxious  con- 
cerning the  cause  of  his  long  absence.  The  Spanish  governor  of 
Costa  Rica,  apprised  of  the  injury  which  would  acme  to  his  mas*, 
ter  by  these  two  islands  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  pirate*, 
equipped  a  considerable  fleet  to  retake  the  islands.  But,  before 
proceeding  to  extremities,  he  wrote  to  le  Sieur  Simon  to  inform 
him,  that  if  he  willingly  surrendered,  he  should  be  amply  reward- 
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fed;  but,  if  he  resisted,  severely  punished  Having  no  hope  df 
being  able  to  defend  the  islands  against  such  a  superior  force,  he 
surrendered  them  into  the  hands  of  their  rightful  owner  A  few 
days  after  this,  an  English  vessel  arrived  frbnl  Jamaica  with  a 
large  supply  of  men,  Women,  and  stores.  The  Spaniards*  seeing 
the  ships  from  the  Castle,  prevailed  upon  le  Sieur  Simon  to  go) 
on  board  to  decoy  them  into  the  harboiir,  which  he  dexterously 
effecting,  they  were  all  made  prisoners. 

But  the  active  and  intrepid  mind  of  Morgan  was  sdori  employ, 
ed  in  the  execution  of  new  plans  He  at  first  equipped  one  ship 
with  the  intention  of  collecting  as  many  as  he  possibly  could  to 
form  a  strong  fleet  to  carry  on  his  depredations.  Being  succes- 
ful  in  collecting  a  fleet  of  twelve  sail  with  seven  hundred  men,  he 
rendezvoused  in  a  certain  part  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 

This  Island  is  situated  in  20°  to  23°  N .  L.,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  in  length,  and  about  forty  in  breadth.  Its  fertility 
is  equal  to  that  of  Hispaniola,  is  convenient  for  commerce,  and 
affords  plenty  of  the  hides  called  hides  of  Havanrtah.  It  is  sur- 
rounded with  a  number  of  small  islands  which  obtain  the  gene- 
ral name  of  Cayos.  These  are  a'  place  of  refuge  for  the  pirates, 
where  they  hold  their  councils  concerning  their  attacks  upon  the  , 
the  Spaniards*  It  is  plentifully  wateredvwith  copious  streams  and 
pleasant  rivers,  and  many  convenient  harbours  adorn  the  coasts 
of  this  beautiful  island. 

There  are  two  principal  cities  to  which  all  the  other  cities  and 
Villages  are  subject.  Hides,  tobacco,  sugar,  and  Camphece  wood, 
are  the  principal  articles  of  commerce,  of  which  great  quantities 
are  annually  transported  to  Europe. 

Captain  Morgan  had  only  been  tyfro  months  in  the  south  ot 
Cuba,  when  he  called  a  council  of  his  fleet  to  concert  measures 
for  attacking  some  part  of  the  Spanish  dominions.  Several  pro* 
posals  were  agitated  ;  but  it  was  finally  resolved  to  attack  the 
town  of  el  Puerto  del  Principe.  When  arrived  iri*the  bay  of 
that  place,  a  Spaniard,  who  was  on  board  the  pirate  fleet,  swam 
on  shore  during  the  night,  and  gave  intelligence  of  their  designs 
to  the  governor  and  inhabitants  of  the  town.  They  hastened 
to  conceal  their  riches,  and  to  muster  their  whole  force  to  oppose 
the  invaders.  Having  collected  about  eight  hundred  men,  cut 
down  trees  and  placed  them  acrbss  the  roads  to  impede  the 
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march  of  the  pirates,  and  placed  several  ambuscades,  and  taken 
possession  of  a  pass  through  which  they  behoved  to  penetrate  ; 
the  governor,  with  the  remainder  of  his  forces,  drew  up  in  an 
extended  plain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town. 

Captain  Morgan,  finding  the  passages  to  the  town  impenetra- 
ble, made  a  circuit  through  the  woods,  escaped  several  of  the 
ambuscades,  and  with  great  difficulty  arrived  at  the  plain  where 
the  Spaniards  were  waiting  to  give  them  a  warm  reception.,  A 
detachment  of  horse  first  attacked  them,  but  Morgan  formed  his 
men  into  a  semicircle,  and  so  valiantly  and  dexterously  assailed 
the  Spainards,  that  they  fled  towards  the  woods  for  safety,  but 
before  they  could  reach  the  woods,  the  greater .  part  fell  under 
the  swords  of  the  invaders.  After  a  skirmish  of  four  hours, 
Morgan  and  his  men  entered  the  town,  but  the  inhabitants  having 
shut  themselves  up  in  their  houses,  fired  upon  the  enemy.  Be- 
ing severely  annoyed  by  the  inhabitants,  in  this  position,  Captain. 
Morgan  threatened  them,  "  that  if  they  did  not  surrender  wil- 
lingly, they  should  soon  behold  their  city  in  flames,  and  their 
wives  and  children  torn  to  pieces  before  their,  eyes."  Thus  in- 
timidated, they  submitted  to  the  discretion  of  the  pirates. 

The  pirates  then  proceeded  to  unexampled  cruelty,  shut  up  men 
women  and  children  in  the  several  churches,  and  pillaged  the 
town ;  then  searched  and  pillaged  the  whole  adjacent  country, 
and  began  to  feast  and  rejoice,  while  they  left  their  prisoners. 
fo  starve.  Unsatisfied  even  with  this,  they  began  to  torment 
them,  in  order  to  constrain  them  to  reveal  where  their  money 
or  goods  were  concealed. 

*  Finding  no  more  to  pillage,  and  provisions*  becoming  scarce, 
they  meditated  a  departure.  With  this  intention,  they  intimat- 
ed to  the  wretched  inhabitants,  "  that  if  they  did"  not  ransom 
themselves,  they  should  all  be  transported  to  Jamaica,  and  their 
city  laid  in  ashes."  The  Spaniards  accordingly  sent  some  of  their 
number  to  search  the  woods,  and  the  country,  for  the  required 
contributions.  In  a  short  time  they  returned,  informing  Captain 
Morgan  that  they  had  been  unsuccessful,  but  requested  the  space 
of  fifteen  days,  in  order  to  obtain  the  required  ransom.  To  thi$ 
he  consented,  put  in  a  short  time  a  negre  was  taken  with  letters, 
frana  the  governor  of  St  Jago,  requiring  the  prisoners  to  labouy 
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to  gain  time  from  the  invaders  until  ho  should  come  to  their 
assistance. 

Upon  this,  Captain  Morgan  ordered  all  the  spoils  to  be  put 
on  board  the  ships,  and  informed  the  Spaniards,  that  if  they  did  not 
On  the  following  day  pay  the  ransom,  he  would  set  fire  to  the  city. 

The  inhabitants  replied,  that  it  was  totally  impossible  for 
them  to  give  such  a  sum  in  so  short  a  time,  since  the  messengers 
-whom  they  had  sent  were  not  in  all  the  neighbourhood.  Morgan 
knew  their  intention,  but  deeming  it  unsafe  to  remain  longer  in 
that  place,  demanded  of  them  four  hundred  oxen  or  cows,  toge- 
ther with  sufficient  salt  to  prepare  them,  with  the  additional  con- 
dition, that  they  should  put  them  on  board  his  ships.  Under  thife 
stipulation  he  retired  with  his  men,  taking  six  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  as  hostages  for  the  performance  of  the  stipulation* » 
With  all  possible  expedition  the  oxen  were  slain,  salted,  and 
put  on  board,  the  hostages  were  relieved,  and  Captain  Morgan 
took  leave  of  that  place,  and  directed  his  course  to  a  certain 
island  where  he  intended  to  divide  his  body. 

Arrived  at  that  place,  he  found  that  he  had  only  fifty  thousand 
pieces  of  eight  in  money  and  in  goods.  This  sum  being  insuffi- 
cient to  pay  their  debts  in  Jamaica,  the  Captain  proposed  that 
they  should  attempt  new  exploits  before  returning  home.  To  se- 
cure success,  he  admonished  them  to  confide  implicitly  to  his  di- 
rection, and  he  would  certainly  accomplish  the  desired  object. 
The  Frenchmen  however  discording  with  the  English,  departed 
and  left  Captain  Morgan  and  his  countrymen,  to  the  amount  of  four 
hundred  and  sixty,  to  seek  their  fortune  in  their  own  way.  This 
rupture  did  not  intimidate  the  heroic  Captain,  but,  labouring  to 
inspire  his  men  with,  the  same  spirit,  he,  with  a  fleet  of  nine 
ships,  directed  his  course  towards  the  Continent* 

Meanwhile,  h<{  concealed  his  intentions  from  every  person  in 
the  fleet,  only  assuring  them  that,  by  following  his  directions,  he 
would  certainly  enrich  them  with  immense  spoil/  Arrived  upon 
the  coast  of  Costa  Rica,  he  informed  them,  that  his  intention  was 
to  attack  the  town  of  Puerto  Vela  by  night.  He  encouraged 
them  to  this  bold  enterprise  with  the  assurance  of  success ;  as  he 
had  communicated  his  design  to  none,  therefore,  the  inhabitants 
would  be  taken  by  surprise.  To  this  some  objected  on  account 
•f  the  fewness  of  their  numbers,  but  the  Captain  replied :  "  If 
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our  number  is  small,  our  hearts  are  great,  and  the  fewer  penottff 
we  are,  the  more  union,  and  the  better  shares  of  the  spoil."  Sti- 
mulated  with  the  hope  of  great  riches,  they  unanimously  agreed 
upon  the  attack. 

This  place  is  esteemed  the  strongest  that  the  King  of  Spain 
possesses  in  the  West  Indies,  except  Havannah  and  Carthageua. 
There  are  two  castles  situated  in  the  entry  of  the  harbour,  which 
are  deemed  almost  impregnable.  -The  garrison  consisted  of  three 
hundred  men,  and  the  town  is  inhabited  by  about  four  hundred 
families.  The  place  being  unhealthy,  on  account  of  certain  nox- 
ious vapours  which  descend  from  the  mountains,  the  merchants 
only    reside  here  when  the  galleons  come  and  go  from  Spain. 

Captain  Morgan  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  whole 
coast,  and  aU  the  approaches  to  the  city,  arrived  in  the  dusk  of 
the  evening,  at  a  place  about  ten  leagues  west  of  the  town* 
He  proceeded  up  the  river  to  another  harbour  called  Puerto 
Pontia,  and  came  to  anchor.  Leaving  the  vessels  with  a  few. 
men,  the  rest  went  into  the  boats  and  canoes,  and  about  mid- 
night they  went  on  shore,  and  marched  to  the  first  watch  of  the 
city.  An  Englishman,  who  had  been  prisoner  in-that  town,  was 
their  guide  ;  and  he  was  commanded  with  some  others,  either  to< 
take  or  slay  the  centinel.  They  seized  him  before  he  could  give  the 
alarm,  bound  his  hands,  and  brought  him  to  Captain  Morgan,  who 
asked  him,  "How  matters  went  in  the  city,  and  what  force  thej 
had,"  with  many  other  questions,  threatening  him  with  instant 
death,  upon  his  refusing  to  declare  the  truth.  He  then  advanced 
towards  the  city  with  the  centinel  walking  before,  and  when  he 
arrived  at  the  first  castle,  he  surrounded  it  with  his  men. 

)n  this  position,  he  commanded  the  centinel  to  accost  those  with- 
in the  walls,  and  inform  them,  that  if  tbey  did  not  surrender,  thej 
would  all  be  cut  to  pieces  without  the  least  mercy.  But,  regardless 
of  their  threatening*,  tbey  instantly  began  to  fire,  which  gaye  the 
alarm  to  the  whole  city.  The  pirates,  however,  took  the  castle, 
and  having  shut  up  the  officers  and  men  into  one  room,  .they  blew 
up  the  castle  with  all  its  inhabitants.  Pursuing  their  victory, 
they  attacked  the  city.  The  governor  not  being  able  to  rally, 
the  citizens  fled  to  one  of  the  castles,  and  from  hence  fired  upon 
the  pirates.  The  assault  continued  from  the  dawn  of  the  morn* 
\ng  until  noon  ;  and  victory  remained  in  great  suspense,  Hntil 
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*  troop  of  those  who  had  taken  the  other  castle,  came  to  meet 
their  Captain  with  loud  shoots  of  victory.  This  inspired  the  Cap. 
tain  with  new  resolutions  to  exert  every  effort  to  take  this  castle 
also.  He  was  the  more  stimulated  to  this,  as  the  principal  in. 
habitants  with  their  riches,  and  all  the  plate  belonging  to  the  dif. 
ferent  churches,  were  deposited  in  that  fort. 

With  this  view,  he  caused  ten  or  twelve  ladders  to  be  con- 
structed with  all  expedition ;  and  having  brought  a  number  of  the 
religious  men  and  women  from  the  cloisters,  he  commanded  them 
to  place  these  upon  the  walls.  iThe  governor  of  the  castle,  was, 
however,  little  influenced  by  the  superstition  of  his  countrymen  ; 
therefore,  he  was  deaf  to  all  their  cries  and  entreaties  to  surrender 
and  save  their  lives  and  his  own:     That  brave  commander  de. 

w 

dared,  that  he  would  never  surrender  the  castle,  and  continuing 
to  fire  upon,  the  beseigers,  many  of  the  holy  brothers  and  sis* 
ters  were  slain  before  the  ladders  could  be  fastened  on  the  wall. 
This,  however,  being  at  length  effected,  the  pirates  ascended  in 
vast  numbers,  carrying  in  their  hands  fire-balls  and  earthen  pots 
full  of  powder,  which  they  kindled  at  the  top  of  the  walls,  and 
threw  among  the  Spaniards. 

Unable  any  longer  to  defend  the  castle,  they  threw  down  their 
arms  and  surrendered.  But  the  brave  governor  would  not  sub. 
mit,  and  not  only  slew  many  of  the  invaders,  but  even  some  of 
his  own  men,  because  they  would  not  continue  to  repulse  the  ene- 
my. Unable  to  take  him  prisoner,  they  were  constrained  to  put 
him  to  death,  who,  nevertheless  of  the  lamentation  and  entreaties 
of  his  wife  and  daughter,  remained  inflexible,  declaring,  C(  that 
he  wonld  rather  die  as  a  valiant  soldier,  than  be  banged  as  a 
coward."  Having  taken  the  castle,  they  placed  all  the  wounded 
by  themselves,  leaving  them  to  perish  in  their  wounds,  and  the 
men  and  wo$en  in  separate  apartments,  with  a  strong  guard  upon 
them,  and  gave  themselves  rfp  to'  all  manner  of  debauchery  and 
riotous  excess*  They  next  proceeded  to  torture  the  prisoners, 
to  constrain  them  to  inform  them  where  they  had  deposited  their 
money  or  their  goods* 

Meanwhile,  intelligence  of  their  disasters,  and  of  the  taking 
of  the  city,  were  conveyed  to  the  president  of  Panama,  who  im- 
mediately endeavoured  to  raise  such  a  force  as  -might  expel  the 
pirates.  The  unhealthfulness  of  the  climate,  their  own  debauch. 
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eries,  and  the  sword,  having  greatly  lessened  the  dumber  of  hW 
men,  Captain  Morgan  gave  orders  to  carry  on  board  all  their 
spoils,  and  to  prepare  to  sail  to  another  port.  While  these  pre- 
parations were  advancing,  Captain  Morgan  requested  the  inha- 
bitants to  pay  one  hundred  thousand  pieces  of  eight  as  the  ransom 
of  their  city,  or  he  would  reduce  it  to  ashes. 

In  this  unhappy  dilemma,  two  messengers  were  dispatched  to 
the  President  of  Panama  to  inform  him  of  their  misfortunes-  and 
to  solicit  his  assistance.  Having  an  army  collected,  he  marched 
towards  Puerto  Vela.  But  Morgan,  stationing  an  hundred  of 
his  men  in  a  narrow  pass  through  which  it  was  necessary  that 
he  should  come,  the  Spaniards  were  instantly  put  to  flight, 
and  the  president  returned  home  with  the  remainder  of  his  forces. 
Thus  abandoned  to  their  cruel  fate,  the  wretched  inhabitants 
collected  the  sum  demanded,  and  Captain  Morgan  having  vic- 
tualled his  fleet,  and  taken  several  of  the  best  guns  from  the  cas- 
tles, he  sailed  for  the  island  of  Cuba  to  divide  his  spoils.  These 
Jtie  found  to  amount  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pieces  of 
eight,  with  a  large  quantity* of  cloth,  linen,  silks,  and  other 
goods.  With  this  immense  wealth  they  sailed  for  Jamaica,  and 
arriving  there,  gave  loose  to  their  usual  riot  and  excess. 

After  having  lavished  the  wealth  which  they  had  acquired, 
Morgan  gave  orders  to  his  fleet  to  rendezvous  at  Cow  island* 
Rendered  famous  by  his  recent  adventure,  many  other  pirates 
joined  him,  and  he  soon  saw  himself  at  the  head  of  a  more  power, 
ful  fleet  than  he  had  ever  commanded.  *  The  French,  however, 
that  joined  him,  diffident  of  his  fidelity  to  them,  abandoned  hi« 
flag,  and  went  to  pursue  their  own  measures.  Leaving  that  place, 
Captain  Morgan  set  sail  for  the  island  of  Savona,  with  a  fleet  of 
fifteen  ships,  and  a  full  complement  of  men.  He  proceeded  on 
his  voyage  until  he  arrived  at  the  port  of  Ocoa.  Here  he  landed 
some  of  his  men,  and  sent  them  into  the  woods  to  seek  water  and 
fresh  provisions.  They  returned  with  several  beasts  which  they 
had  slain  ;  but  the  Spaniards,  dissatisfied  with  their  conduct,  laid 
a  snare  to  entrap  them  in  their  second  attempt  to  hunt  in  their 
territories. 

They  ordered  three  or  four  hundred  men  from  Santo  Domingo 
to  hunt  in  all  the  adjacent  woods,  and  emptied  them  of  animals. 
The  pirates,  returning  in  a  few  days  to  the  hunting,  could  find 


sir  :henby  morgan*  17 

tiorie,  -which  induced  them  to  venture  farther  into  the  woods. 
Watching  all  their  motions,  the  Spaniards  collected  a  herd  of 
cows,  and  committed  the  care  of  them  to  two  or  three  men.  The 
pirates  slew  several  of  them  ;  but  the  moment  they  were  about  to 
carry  them  off,  the  Spaniards  fell  upon  them  with  desperate  fury, 
and  constrained  them  to  retreat  to  their  ships  ;  but,  during  their 
retreat,  they  frequently  fired  upon  their  pursuers,  so  that  they 
fled  in  their  turn,  and  were  pursued  into  the  woods,  and  many  of 
them  slain*  Enraged  at  this  attack  upon  his  men,  Captain  Mor- 
gan next  day  landed  two  hundred  men,  and  ranged  the  woods  ; 
but  finding  no  enemy,  he  set  fire  to  the  scattered  cottages  of  the 
peasants,  and  so  returned  to  his  ships. 

Having  waited,  with  no  small  degree  of  impatience,  for  some  of 
his  ships  that  had  not  arrived,  he  sailed  for  the  isle  of  Savbna.  Ar- 
rived at  this  place,  he  was  still  disappointed  in  seeing  the  remainder 
of  his  fleet  join  him  ;  and  while  he  with  great  impatience  waited  for 
them,  he  sent  some  of  his  men  to  fetch  provisions.  The  Spaniards, 
however,  were  now  so  vigilant,  and  so  well  prepared  to  defend 
themselves  and  their  property,  that  they  were  constrained  to  re. 
turn  empty-handed* 

'  Despairing  of  the  arrival  of  his  other  ships,  Captain  Morgan 
made  a  review  of  those  who  were  present,  and  found  them  to 
amount  to  five  hundred  men,  provided  with  eight  ships*  With  this 
small  number  he  was  unable  to  pursue  his  original  plan,  and,  by 
advice  of  a  Frenchman  who  had  been  at  the  taking  of  Maracaibo, 
he  resolved  to  sack  that  place  a  second  time.  After  watering  at 
the  island  of  Ruba,  they  arrived  at  the  sea  of  Maracaibo,  and,  a^. 
ter  some  hot  actions,  in  taking  possession  of  the  forts  at  the  en. 
trance,  they  arrived  at  the  city  in  small  boats  and  canoes.  The 
inhabitants  deserted  the  city  at  their  approach  ;  and,  after  having 
taken  what  property  they  could  find,  and  exercising  unheard-of 
cruelties  and  tortures  upon  the.  prisoners  they  found  in  the  neigh, 
bourhood,  Captain  Morgan  resolved  to  sail  for  Gibraltar,  and  run 
the  hazard  of  a  battle.  Some  of  the  principal  prisoners  he  tpok 
with  him,  and  sent  others  to  Gibraltar,  to  tell  the  inhabitants  of 
the  barbarous  cruelty  they  had  seen  exercised  towards  their  towns- 
men, and  to  assure  them,  that  unless  they  surrendered  to  Morgan, 
they  would  share  the  same  fate*  Notwithstanding  a  shew  of  rests, 
tance  at  first,  every  person  in  the  city,  with  the  exception  of  aa 
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ideot,  fled  when  the  pirates  approached  the  city,  taking  with  then! 
their  riches  and  gunpowder,  and  destroying  the  guns  of  the  for- 
tress. 

This  solitary  individual  who  had  remained  in  the  city,  notwith- 
standing it  was  evident  to  Morgan  and  his  associates  that  he  was 
an  ideot,  they  tortured  with  unparalleled  cruelty,  to  force  him  to 
discover  to  them  the  retreat  of  the  inhabitants ;  of  this  he  knew 
nothing,  yet  he  died  under  their  ferocious  hands*  Detachments 
were  sent  to  scour  the  country  round  in  search  of  the  fugitives, 
Whom,  when  they  found,  they  treated  with  the  most  barbarous  in* 
humanity.  One  of  these  was  headed  by  Morgan  himself,  who  di- 
rected his  search  against  the  governor,  but  the  latter  retired  to  a 
high  mountain,  and  completely  foiled  Morgan  and  his  army*  The 
heavy  ratns,  and  want  of  ammunition,  had  reduced  the  pirates  to 
great  distress ;  and  if  the  Spaniards  had  not  been  so  dismayed, 
they  would,  at  this  time,  have  found  their  invaders  an  easy  prey* 

Morgan  retuned  to  Gibraltar  with  a  great  many  prisoners,  who 
negotiated  a  ransom  to  save  the  city  from  being  burnt.  He  then 
returned  to  Maracaibo,  where  he  was  informed  that  a  Spanish 
feet,  consisting  of  several  large  vessels,  lay  at  the  entrance  of  the 
strait  to  prevent  his  escape,  which  struck  his  men  and  himself  with 
great  consternation,  fie  assumed  a  fictitious  courage,  and  sent  a 
letter  to  the  Admiral,  demanding  a  very  high  ransom  to  prevent 
the  town  of  Maracaibo  from  being  committed  to  the  flames.  This, 
however,  met  with  no -gracious  reception,  and  the  Spanish  Admi- 
ral would  listen  to  nothing  but  the  surrender  of  all  the  prisoners, 
hostages,  and  property.  In  this  dilemma,  Morgan  assembled  his 
men,  and  asked  them  whether  they  would  give,  up  what  they  had 
acquried  with  such  toil  and  danger,  or  fight  their  way  through  the 
enemy  ?  To  the  latter  proposition  they  nnanimonsly  agreed. 

Despair  sharpened  their  invention  and  their  courage.  They  set 
about  immediately  to  prepare  a  fire.ship,  with  which  they  intended 
to  destroy  the  Spanish  Admiral's  vessel,  and  considerably  strength* 
ened  their  other  vessels.  Captain  Morgan  sailed  with  his  fleet, 
and  attacked  the  enemy  early  in  the  morning  ;  the  fire,  ship  grap- 
pled  with  the  largest  vessel,  and  soon  destroyed  her;  the  other 
two  fled  towards  the  castle  at  the  entrance,  where  one  of  them 
was  sunk  by  her  own  crew,  and  the  other  surrendered  to  the  pi* 
TOtes.    Elated  with  this  signal  victory,  the  pirates  immediately 
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landed,  hoping  to  find  the  castle  surrender  at  their  appearance. 
In  this,  they  were,  however,  disappointed,  for  they  met  with  a 
most  spirited  resistance,  and  were  at  last  obliged  to  fly  to  their  ships* 

The  Spanish  Admiral  escaped  on  shore,  and  was  greatly  dis- 
mayed to  see  so  many  of  his  brave  countrymen  perish  in  the  waves, 
rather  than  permit, themselves  to  be  taken  prisoners  by  the  pirates. 

Morgan  again  sailed  for  Maracaibo,  where  he  repaired  the 
large  ship  he  had  taken,  on  board  of  which  he  hoisted  his  own  flag. 
He  again  sent  to  the  Spanish  Admiral,  demanding  a*  ransom  for 
the  city  of  Maracaibo,  to  which  that  brave  officer  would  not  listen, 
bat  threatened  vengeance  on  the  pirates.  The  inhabitants,  how- 
ever, offered  the  sum  of  20,000  pieces  of  eight,  besides  500  beeves 
to  victual  his  fleet,  if  he  would  spare  the  town,  and  free  the  Spa- 
niards he  had  made  prisoners.  To  this  last  clause,  however,  he 
would  not  agree ;  he  feared  the  Spanish  Admiral  might  destroy  his 
fleet  with  the  guns  of  the  castle,  in  passing  through  the  strait ;  and 
for  this  purpose  he  wished  to  retain  the  prisoners,  to  hold  out  a 
Bribe  to  the  Admiral*  He  tent  some  of  them  to  the  castle,  to  ht- 
form  the  Governor,  that  unless  they  were  permitted  to  pass  the 
castle  unmolested,  he  would  hang  every  prisoner  in  his  power* 
The  Admiral  would  not  listen  to  the  supplications  of  these  unfor- 
tunate prisoners,  but  accused  them  of  cowardice,  and  returned  for 
answer,  that  he  would  oppose  the  passage  of  the  pirates  by  every 
means  in  his  power; 

This  resolution  made  Morgan  pause  for  a  while,  before  he  de- 
cided what  was  to  be  done.  In  the  first  place,  they  divided  their 
plunder,  which  amounted  to  250,000  pieces  of  eight,  besides  an 
immense  quantity  of  merchandise  and  slaves.  Morgan  then  ha- 
rangued his  men,  and  took  counsel  what  steps  they  were  to  follow, 
|n  order  to  get  past  the  castle^  A  stratagem  was  at  length  a- 
greed  upon,  in  which  they  succeeded :  During  the  day  time  they 
sent  on  shore  their  boats  loaded  with  men,  as  if  they  intended  to 
attack  the  castle  by  land.  The  canoes  were  hid  from  the  castle 
for  sometime,  by  the  trees  on  the  banks,  but  in  a  short  while  re- 
turned, with  the  appearance  of  only  two  or  three  men  in  them, 
to  deceive  the  enemy,  while  they  were  all  lying  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boats.  The  Spaniards  expected  the  forces  thai  had  been  landed 
Yfould  attaoljL  the  castle  at  night ;  tliey  removed  all  their  heavy 
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guns  to  the  land  side,  and  left  that  which  commanded  the  sea  wtttiS 
out  any,  by  which  the  pirates  passed  unmolested  during  the  night. 

When  (he  Spaniards  perceived  that  they  were  about  to  escape, 
they  transported  their  guns  to  the  other  side  of  the  castle,  and 
commenced  a  dreadful  fire  upon  the  pirates ;  but  they  effected  their 
escape  without  much  .loss  or  damage.  Captain  Morgan  now  sent 
a  canoe  to  the  castle,  with  some  of  the  prisoners,  and  fired  seven 
great  guns  as  a  farewell  salute. 

In  this  voyage  they  were  suddenly  overtaken  with  a  great  tem- 
pest ;  were  constrained  to  cast  anchor,  and  again  to  put  to  sea  ; 
and  were  alternately  harrassed  with  the  dread  of  being  overwhelm- 
ed in  the  deep,  or  cast  upon  shore  and  mvrdered  by  the  Spaniards 
or  Indians.  Fortunately,  however,  for  Morgan  and  his  crew,  the 
tempest  was  calmed,  and  they  arrived  safe  at  Jamaica. 

Not  long  after  their  arrival  there,  their  excesses  emptied  their 
coffers,  and  constrained  them  to  -seek  for  new  spoils.  Having  col- 
lected his  men  at  Port  Caullion,  he  held  a  council  to  deliberate 
upon  their  next  adventure*  Meanwhile  it  was  found  necessary  to 
send  four  ships  and  one  boat,  with  four  hundred  men,  to  the  coru 
tinent,  to  pillage  some  coast  towns  for  provisions,  and  to  search 
the  woods  for  wild  beasts.  These  vessels  were  for  some  days  be- 
calmed in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Cow,  which  informed  the  Spa- 
niards of  their  arrival,  and  gave  them  time  to  hide  their  money 
and  goods,  and  to  prepare  for  their  own  defence.  Here  they 
seized  a  ship  richly  loaded,  and  landed  in  defiance  of  all  the  resis- 
tance of  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  pursued  into  the  woods,  and, 
by  torture,  constrained  many  of  them  to  deliver  up  their  money 
and  property.  Dissatisfied  with  all  that  they  had  received,  they, 
upon  their  departure,  exacted  a  ransom  of  four  thousand  bushels 
of  maize  as  a  ransom  for  the  town. 

The  return  of  these  ships,  and  their  great  success,  was  cause  of 
exultation  to  Morgan  and  his  men.  Having  equally  divided  the 
maize  and  the  flesh,  they  directed  their  course  towards  Cape  Tibu- 
ron ;  the  fleet,  consisting  of  thirty  seven  sail,  with  two  thousand 
men,  besides  marines  and  boys.  The  Captain  divided  his  fleet  in, 
to  two  squadrons,  and  gave  the  command  of  the  second  squadron 
to  a  Vice.  Admiral.  He  then  summoned  a  council  of  all  his  Cap- 
tains,  and,  besides  other  directions,  enjoined  them  to  carry  on 
hostilities  with  the  Spaniards,  as  the  enemies  of  the  English  nation 
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From  Cape  Tiberon,  Morgan  sailed  for  St  Cathrine,  then  ia 
the  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  landed  a  thousand  men  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  governor's  residence,  but  he  found  that  the  garrison 
had  retired  to  the  adjacent  small  island,  and  fortified  themselves 
in  the  strongest  manner.  Upon  their  approach,  they  received 
such  a  warm  reception,  that  they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
lying  all  night  upon  the  ground,  destitute  of  every  kind  of  pro* 
visions.  But  a  flag  of  a  truce  being  hoisted,  a  capitulation  took 
place,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  to  surrender  the  island  to  Morgan 
and  his  crew.  Having  become  masters  of  the  island,  they  hasten, 
ed  to  satiate  their  hungry  appetites,  and  to  indulge  in  all  manner 
of  riot  and  excess.  After  some  time,  they  pillaged  the  store* 
houses  of  powder  and  other  stores,  carried  on  board  the  principal 
guns  j  destroyed  the  remainder,  and  directed  their  attack  upon  the 
Castle  of  Chagre. 

This  castle  is  situated  at  the  entrance  of  >  the  river  upon  a  high 
mountain,  and  surrounded  with  wooden  pallisadoes.  On  the  land 
side,  it  has  four  bastions,  and  is  wholly  inaccessible  by  sea.  Unin- 
timidated  by  these  obstacles,  these  pirates  made  an  attack,  but  were 
repulsed  with  some  loss.  In  the  actions  one  of  the  pirates  was 
wounded  with  an  arrow  which  he  instantly  pulled  out,  wrapped  it 
with  ,co tton,  and  discharged  it  from  his  musket.  The  arrow  fell 
upon  a  house  thatched  with  palm-leaves,  the  cotton  was  kindled  by 
the  powder  and  set  the  house  on  fire,  which  communicated  to  a 
large  quantity  of  powder,  that  blew  up  and  caused  a  dreadful  con. 
sternation.  While  the  Spaniards  were  labouring  to  extinguish  the 
flames,  the  pirates  set  fire  to  the  pallisadoes ;  and  in  a  short  time 
entered  the  place.  The  Governor  was  slain,  and  the  greater  part 
of  his  men  choose  rather  to  leap  into  the  sea,  than  await  the  tor* 
tures  of  these  cruel  pirates* 

Upon  the  intelligence  of  this  fortunate  adventure,  Morgan  left 
St  Catharine's,  and  hastened  ip  that  place,  where  he  was  received 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy.  Having  garrisoned  the  place, 
and  seized  ail  the  vessels,  he  directed  his  course  towards  Panama, 
at  the  head  of  twelve  hundred  men.  But  too  confident  of  the 
smiles  of  fortune,  he  took  a  small  stock  of  provisions  with  him.  In 
their  march  they  suffered  much  from  famine,  but  in  the  space  of 
pine  days  he  beheld  Panama. 

Pn  the  mojpjng  of  the  tenth,  Captain  Morgan  arranged  his 
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men,  but,  by  the  'advice  of  one  of  his  guides,  he  did  not  take  the 
direct  road  to  the  city,  and  therefore  scaped  some  of  the  ambus- 
cades that  were  lard  for  him.  The  governor  of  Panama  came  out 
'to  meet  him  with  two  squadrons,  four  regiments,  and  a  number  of 
wild  bulls  driven  by  the  Indians.  Upon  the  approach  of  the 
Spaniards,  their  number  and  hostile  appearance  almost  intimi- 
dated the  unequal  numbers  of  the  pirates,  but  despairing  of  all 
mercy  from  the  hands  of  them  whom  they  had  so  often  offended, 
they  resolved  to  give  them  battle.  They  were  first  attacked  by  a 
party  of  horse,  but  routing  them,  the  foot  soon  followed  their  ex. 
ample,  and  victory  declared  upon  the  side  of  the  pirates.  The 
greater  part  were  either  slain  or  taken  prisoners.  A  Spanish 
Captain  was  also  taken  prisoner,  who  informed  Morgan  concern* 
hag  the  strength  and  position  of  the  town,  which  inclined  him  t* 
attack  the  town  by  another  direction. 

Morgan  and  his  men  were  bravely  repulsed,  and  suffered  much 
from  the  great  guns  placed  in  every  direction,  but,  in  defiance  of 
every  opposition  and  danger,  the  pirates  in  three  hours  carried 
the  town.  Thus  victorious,  they  slew  all  who  came  in  their  way, 
and  seized'  upon  all  the  property  of  the  place.  To  prevent  his 
men  from  intoxication,  that  the  Spaniards  might  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  fall  upon  them,  Morgan  assembled  his  men,  and! 
prohibited  them  from  tasting  the  wine,  assigning  as  his  reason, 
that  the  Spaniards  had  mingled  it  with  poison* 

The  Captain  gave  secret  orders  to  set  fire  to  the  city  in  different 
places.  His  own  men  being  dissatisfied  with  this  measure,  he  en- 
deavoured to  throw  the  odium  upon  the  Spaniards  themselves.  After 
doing  incredible  harm,  the  pirates  retired  from  the  town,  and 
encamped  in  the  fields.  They,  however,  upon  finding  them- 
selves safe  from  a  second  attack,  returned  to  the  city,  and  con. 
veyedaway  a  large  quantity  of  plate  and  other  valuable  articles 
Which  the  fire  had  not  consumed. 

While  Morgan  continued  at  Panama,  he  sent  out  parties  in  alt 
directions,  who  pillaged  the  country  so,  that  he  departed  from 
that  place  loaded  with  immense,  plunder,  both  in  money  and  in 
goods.  About  halfway  to  Chagre  they  were  all  searched,  begin. 
Ding  with  the  Captain  himself,  to  find  whether  they  had  concealed 
any  part  of  (he  booty.  Severals  of  the  company,  however,  boldly 
accused  the  Captain  of  concealing  some  of  the  more  valuable  jewels. 
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«s  it  was  impossible  that  no  more  than  200  pieces  of  eight  should 
fall  to  the  share  of  each  man  from  such  an  immense  spoil. 

The  Captain,  finding  his  authority  lessened,  endeavoured  to 
escape  from  St  Catherine's  with  two-or  three  ships ;  but  the  arrival 
of  a  new  governor  in  Jamaica  put  a  period  to  the  depredations  of 
Morgan,  and  many  of  his  associates. 


CAPTAIN   PHILIP  STAFFORD. 

This  singular  character  was  a  native  of  Berkshire,  and  born 
about  the  year  1 622.  His  father  had  a  small  estate,  of  about  L.  50 
a-year,  which,  by  cultivating  himself,  he  rendered  his  family  com- 
fortable* Philip  was  an  only  child,  and  therefore  received  such  an 
education  as  the  place  and  the  circumstances  of  his  father  could 
afford.  But  while  at  school,  he  was  more  distinguished  for  boxing 
or  wrestling,  than  for  the  exertions  of  his  mental  faculties. 

When  the  time  generally  allotted  to  young  men  of  a  moderate 
fortune  at  school  was  expired,  Philip  was  taken  home,  and 
destined  by  his  father  to  follow  the  plough.  In  his  youthful 
years  he  imbibed  the  principles  of  religion  and  of  loyalty  which 
were  current  in  that  eventful  period.  When  war  commenced  be* 
tween  Charles  the  I;  and  his  subjects,  Stafford  was  one  of  the  first 
who  joined  the  royal  standard*  He  continued  in  the-army  during 
that  unnatural  rebellion,  but  his  actions  are  involved  in  the  ob- 
scurity of  the  times.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  he,  signalized 
himself,  as  he  received  the  name  of  Captain  during  that  war* 

Upon  the  death  of  Charles,  the  opposite  party  were  invested 
with  all  power,  and  the  loyalists  were  constrained  to  conceal 
themselves  from  the  fury  of  their  adversaries.  The  small  estate  of 
Stafford  was  among  many  others  sequestrated,  and  he  deprived  of 
all  means  of  subsistence.  In  these  desperate  circumstances  he 
formed  the  resolution  to  make  depredations  upon  the  enemies  of 
his  late  king.  Upon  his  principles  it  was  all  justice  that  was 
wrested  from  them  who  had  taken  away  the  life  of  his  prince  and 
his  paternal  inheritance. 
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He  first  cast  his  eyes  upon  an  old  republican  who  had  d runic 
deep  in  the  troubled  stream  of  the  times,  and  had  married  a  young 
lady  in  order  to  obtain  her  fortune.  In  the  character  of  a  ser- 
vant,, and  assuming  the  dress  and  the  language  of  the  party,  he 
succeeded  in  hiring  himself  as  a  servant  into  that  family.  By. his 
insinuating  address  and  engaging  manners,  he  won  the  affections  of 
his  master,  and  was  soon  admitted  to  enter  into  conversation  with 
his  master  and  mistress,  and  in  the  most  dexterous  manner  imi- 
tated the  religious  phrases  and  sentiments  of  that  party.  But  he 
soon  employed  language  of  a  different  kind  to  his  mistress ;  alien, 
ated  her  affections  from  her  lawful  husband,  and  so  grossly  im- 
posed upon  him,  that  when  he  would  sometimes  unexpectedly  find 
them  alone  and  in  close  conversation,  he  would  conclude  that  re- 
ligion  was  the  subject  of  their  earnest  conversation.  Under  the 
disguise  of  religion,  and  emboldened  by  the  credulity  of  the  old 
husband, '  Stafford  remained  with  increasing  favour  in  that  family, 
until  an  heir  was  born  to  enjoy  the  fortune  of  the  good  old  repub- 
lican. 

Indifferent  to  all  the  ties  of  honour  and  of  religion,  Stafford  and 
the  lady  carried  on  their  criminal  correspondence ;  and  often 
amused  themselves  with  the  credulity  of  the  husband,  and  his  un. 
abated  attachment  to  Stafford.  In  the  moments  of  wanton  levity, 
the  lady  had  made  him  a  present  of  a  ring,  and  also  of  some 
jewels,  and  had  not  only  informed  him  of  a  quautity  of  jewels 
which  her  husband  had  collected,  but  actually  shewed  him  the 
place  where  they  were  deposited.  The  violent  passion  of  avarice 
now  assumed  the  superiority  in  his  criminal  mind,  and  he  formed 
the  resolution  to  seize  the  cabinet  of  jewels,  and  even  to  abandon 
his  favourite  mistress  in  quest  of  new  adventures. 

But  his  plan  could  not  be  effected  without  the  aid  of  some  other 
person,  and  he  was  Jong  doubtful  whom  he  could  trust  in  so  deli- 
cate and  important  a  matter.  At  last  he  fixed  upon  one  of  the 
name  of  Tom  Pretty,  the  son  of  a  French  refugee,  whom  he 
had  formerly  known  at  school,  and  with  whose  temper  and  dispo. 
Htions  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted.  He  accordingly  provided  a 
key  to  the  door  of  the  place  where  the  jewels  were  deposited, 
took  care  to  have  the  window  so  broke  and  injured  that  it  appear-* 
ed  to  have  suffered  violence  from  without,  and  a  ladder  brought; 
aud  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  window,  and  such  noise  made  as  might 
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be  heard  by  some  of  the  servants.  Stafford,  always  attentive  to 
his  duty  and  master's  interest,  was  the  first  to  give  the  alarm  in 
the  morning*  The  rest  of  the  servants  were  called,  they  remem* 
bered  to  have  heard  the  noise,  they  saw  the  ladder,  and  suspicion 
could  rest  upon  none  of  them,  far  less  upon  the  faithful  Stafford* 

Tom  Pretty  was  successful  in  disposing  of  the  jewels  at  a  good 
price,  received  such  a  gratuity  as  was  sufficient  to  retain  him  in 
the  service  of  his  new  employer,  who  remained  for  some  time  in 
his  station  to  prevent  the  shadow  of  guilt  staining  the  fair  charac- 
ter which  he  had  so  dexterously  maintained. 

Fully  convinced  that  he  could  always  render  the  ladies  subser. 
vient  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  plan's^  Stafford  next  directed 
his  attack  upon  the  virtue  of  a  very  handsome  lady  who  had  been 
two  years  married.  To  his  no  small  mortification*  however,  he 
found  that  she  estimated  its  value  at  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
guineas*  When  all  his  attempts  to  alter  her  first  proposal  were 
unsuccessful,  his  inventive  mind  devised  the  following  scheme  to 
effectuate  his  purpose.  Being  upon  friendly  terms  with  the  hus- 
band, and  frequently  visiting  in  the  family,  he  one  day  took  an 
opportunity  to  borrow  an  hundred  guineas,  under  the  pretence 
that  he  stood  in  need  of  that  sum  to  complete  a  L.  500  purchase, 
in  the  meantime  showing  him  L.40C  which  he  had  in  reserve  from 
the  late  sale  of  the  jewels. k  He  readily  obtained  his  request,  and 
having  arranged  matters  with  the  lady,  he  came,  according  to  ap- 
pointment,  one  day  to  her  house,  when  several  persons  were  at 
dinner,  and  the  husband  absent*  He  immediately  pulled  out  bis 
purse,  and  addressed  her,  saying,  u  I  have  borrowed  one  hun- 
dred  guineas  from  your  husband,  and  as  he  is  not  here,  I  will 
leave  the  money  with  you,  and  those  here  present  will  be  wit. 
nepses  to  the  payment."  The  good  lady,  unacquainted  with  the 
fact,  that  he  had  borrowed  that  sum  from  her  husband,  only  sup- 
posed that  this  was  a  dextrous  manoeuvre  to  prevent  suspicion, 
received  the  money  with  all  good  humour.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
relate  the  sequel  of  the.  adventure. 

In  a  few  days  after,  Stafford  took  an  opportunity,  when  the  hus- 
band was  present,  to  inform  him,  that,  in  the  presence  of  several 
guests  at  hi?  table,  he.  had  repaid  the  hundred  guineas  to  his  wife 
that  he  had  lately  borrowed  from  him.  The  lady  changed  colour, 
but  could  not  deny  the  fact,  and  the  husband  was  satisfied  with  th^ 
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punctual  repayment  of  his  money.  Nor  was  Stafford  contented 
With  the  success  of  his  adventure,  but  took  care  to  have  the  same 
whispered  all  over  the  neighbourhood. 

One  day  when  Stafford  was  on  his  way  to  his  native  country, 
with  a  design  only  to  see  his  relations,  and  not  to  rob  any  one,  as 
at  that  time  he  was  flush  of  money,  fortnne  threw  in  his  way  a 
considerable  prize  which  he   could  not.  refuse.     At  Maidenhead 
thicket,  he  overtook  an  old  gentleman,  who,  from  hi*  appearance, 
he  immediately  supposed  to  be  what  was  then  quaintly  termed,  one 
of  the  godly.    He  accosted  the  traveller  in  his  usual  polite  manner, 
and,  soon  discovering  the  turn  of  the  old  gentleman  to  be  that  of  a 
puritanical  methodist,  he  accorded  his  behaviour  to  the  same  cha- 
racter.   The  brethren  were  delighted  with  the  good  fortune  which 
had  thrown  then)  together,  and  the  old  gentleman  in  particular 
expatiated  upon  the  goodness  of  Providence  in  sending  him  such  a 
companion;  "  but,"  says  he,  ''  we  must  ascribe  every  thing  that 
befall  us  to  a  wise  Providence,   and  for  my  part  I  am  always  con. 
tent  with  my.  lot,  as  being  assured  in  myself,  that  all  things  are  for 
the  best,  and  work  together  for  the  good  of  the  elect,"  of  whom 
(as  Stafford  soon  discovered  by  his  conversation)  he  considered 
himself  one.     Being  arrived,  however,  at  the  thickest  part  of  the 
forest,   Stafford  addressed  him  in  his  real  character,  saying,  that 
u  as  he  was  a  man  who  could  be  content  with  anything,  and 
considered  every  thing  as  ordered  for  the  best,  that  he  had  no  oc. 
casion  for  so  much  money  as  he  carried  with  him,"  and  present* 
ing  a  pistol  to  his  breast,  demanded  his  purse,  and  told  him  he 
would  pray  that  a  good  supper  and  a  warm  bed  might  be  awaiting 
for  him  at  the  next  inn.     He  received  the  old  gentleman's  purse 
with  forty  guineas  in  it,  and,  after  leading  him  into  the  middle  of 
the  thicket,  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and  galloped  off  through  byways- 
into  Buckinghamshire. 

He  was  overtaken  by  darkness  before  he  had  gained  the  high 
road,  but  observing  a  light  at  some  distance,  he  rode  up  to  it, 
and  found  it  to  proceed  from  a  neat  comfortable  country  lodging. 
He  knocked  at  the  door,  and  told,  that,  having  lost  his  way,  and 
being  benighted,  if  he  could  be  favoured  with  a  lodging  for  the 
night,  he  would  thankfully  pay  for  it.  The  mistress  of  the  house 
)iad  been  expecting  her  husband  from  London,  and  thinking  it 
was  hiro;  she  came  to  the  door,  when,  hearing  his  story,  and  be. 
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lievlng  him,  as  he  appeared  to  be  a  gentleman,  she  ordered  his 
horse  to  the  stable,  and  invited  him  to  partake  of  an  elegant  sup- 
per she  had  prepared  for  her  husband,  who  seemed  to  have  been 
detained  longer  than  she  expected.  Stafford  wondered  at  his  good 
fortune,  and  resolved  to  make  the  best  of  this  golden  opportunity. 
To  effect  his  purpose  the  readier,  he  pressed  his  hostess  with  wine, 
and  entertained  her  with  amorous  songs.  He  succeeded  to  his  de- 
sires, bnt  the  vicious  habits  in  which  he  had  now  turned  a  pro- 
ficient, had  gained  such  an  ascendancy  over  his  natural  disposi- 
tions, that  in  this  instance  he  was  guilty  of  more  than  common 
felony  :  he,  with  very  little  gratitude  for  the  great  favours  he  had 
received,  tied  the  lady  to  her  bed,  and  forced  her  to  discover  to 
him  where  he  would  find  the  money  and  plate  belonging  to  her 
husband.  Having  secured  about  L.  30O  worth  of  booty,  he  went 
to  the  stable,  mounted  his  horse,  and  proceeded  to  London  by 
the  most  private  way  he  could  find,  to  avoid  detection. 

By  success  in  his  profession,  Stafford  amassed  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  ;  therefore,  in  order  to  avoid  discovery,  as  he  was 
now  well  known  all  over  the  country,  he  retired  to  a  village  in 
the  North  of  England,  and  there  lived  in  the  most  retired  and' 
frugal  manner.  The  more  to  avoid  suspicion,  he  assumed  the  ap- 
pearance of  sanctity,  attended  the  church,  the  private  meetings, 
and  exercising  his  talents,  he  soon  acquired  great  popularity  as  a 
speaker  among  the  simple  country  people.  After  he  had  conti- 
nued there  about  a  year,  the  minister  of  the  congregation  dying, 
he  in  a  little  time  after  was  called  to  the  charge,  and,  with 
seeming  reluctance,  he  commenced  preacher,  with  the  annual  in- 
come of  forty  pounds.  In  this  station,  Stafford  acquitted  himself 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  audience,  until  his  predeliction  for 
the  fair  sex  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  secretly  to  retire  from 
that  place.  Upon  his  departure,  however,  he  took  care  to  carry 
off  the  plate  and  linen  of  the  church,  to  a  considerable  amount. 

The  'Captain  now  assumed  his  proper  character.  About  four 
miles  from  Reading,  the  Captain  overtook  a  wealthy  farmer  who 
was  returning  from  selling  some  wheat.  He  entered  into  conver- 
sation with  him,  and  learning  that  he  was  possessed  of  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  he  presented  a  pistol  to  his  breast,  threatening  him 
.with  instant  death  unless  he  delivered  up  his  purse.  The  terri- 
fied farmer  instantly  complied,  and  gave  Stafford  thirty  thre* 
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pounds*  Bnt  he  had  scarcely  taken  leave  of  the  fanner,  when  two 
gentlemen,  well  mounted,  came  up  to  him,  and  being  informed 
of  what  had  happened,  rode  after  Stafford,  and,  in  the  space  of  an 
hour,  overtook  and  dismounted  him,  seized  the  money,  and  car- 
ried him  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  committed  him  to  prison. 
At  the  ensuing  assizes,  he  was  tried  and  condemned.  During 
his  confinement,  he  lived  in  a  sumptuous  manner,  was  visited  by 
many  of  his  own  profession,  who  formed  a  plan  for  his  deliverance, 
and  agreed  to  make  him  their  leader*  The  matter,  however, 
transpiring,  the  day  of  his  execution  was  changed,  and  Stafford 
miserably  disappointed* 

The  Captain  was  dressed  in  a  fine  fight  coloured  suit  of  cloths, 
with  a  nosegay  in  his  breast,  and  appeared  perfectly  unconcerned. 
In  passing  a  tavern,  he  called  for  a  pint  of  wine,  and  drank  it  oft» 
informing  the  landlord,  that  he  would  pay  him  when  he  returned. 
Arrived  at  the  place  of  execution*  he  looked  wistfully  around,  and 
endeavoured  to  prolong  the  time  ;  but  when  he  saw  none  coming 
to  his  assistance,  he  became'  pale;  and  trembled  greatly*  When. 
about  to  be  turned  off,  he  presented  the  sheriff  with  a  paper,  con* 
taining  a  short  statement  of  his  adventures,  and' the  causes  which 
led  him  to  embrace  thai  mode  of  life  which  brought  him  to  such  a> 
fatal  end* 
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This  man's  name  was  William  Davis,  a  native  of  North  Wale*, 
but  he  obtained  the  name  of  Golden  Farmer  from  his  custom  of 
paying  any  considerable  sum  in  gold*  At  an  early  period  of  life, 
he  removed  to  Sudbury  in  Gloucestershire,  where  he  took  a  farm, 
married  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  innkeeper,  by  whom  he  had 
eighteen  children,  and  followed  that  industrious  employment  mere* 
ly  to  disguise  the  real  character  of  a  robber,  which  he  sustained 
without  suspicion  for  the  space  of  forty  two  years.  He  usually 
robbed  alone,  one  day  meeting  some  stage-coaches,  he  stopped  one 
of  them  full  of  ladies,  all  of  whom  complied  with  his  demands,  ex. 
eept  a  quaker,  who  vowed  she  had  no  money,  nor  any  thing  vain- 
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able  about  her  ;  unwilling  to  lengthen  the  argument  with  her  at 
risk  of  losing  his  booty  with  the  other  coaches,  he  took  his  leave, 
at  the  same  time  informing  her,  that  he  would  soon  return  and 
finish  the  dispute.  Having  done  so,  he  returned  with  such  vio- 
lence, and  employing  language  which  so  terrified  the  poor  quake r, 
that,  notwithstanding  her  former  grave  and  honest  assertions,  she 
presented  him  with  a  purse  of  guineas,  a  gold  watch,  and  a  dia- 
mond ring,  and  they  then  parted  as  good  friends  as  though  they 
had  never  quarrelled. 

The  Farmer  meeting  at  another  time  with  the  Duchess  of  Albe- 
marle, was  severely  annoyed  with  a  tedious  engagement  with  two 
footmen,  a  coachman,  and  a  postilion,  all  of  whom  he  wounded 
before  he  could  reach  his  prey.  He  also  found  the  Dutchess  st{U 
more  refractory  than  the  quaker;  aod  all  his  vociferations  and 
threats  could  not  prevail  upon  her  to  part  either  with  her 
money  or  her  property.  He  was  therefore  with  great  reluctance 
constrained  to  take  his  leave,  having  pulled  off  three  diamond 
rings  off  her  fingers  per  force,  and  a  gold  watch  frpm  her  side,  as 
he  perceived  at  a  distance  a  person  of  quality  approaching  with  a 
numerous  retinue  of  servants. 

The  Golden  Farmer's  next  adventure  was  with  Sir  Thomas,  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  whom  he  knew,  though  the  Farmer  was  un- 
known to  him.  Riding  along,  he  entered  into  conversation  with 
Sir  Thomas,  and  informed  him  that  he  had  narrowly  escaped  be. 
ing  robbed  by  two  highwaymen,  whom  he  had  fortunately  depriv- 
ed of  forty  pounds  which  he  possessed,  upon  his  horse  be m g  swifter 
than  theirs*  Sir  Thomas  replied,  "  That  would  have  been  very 
hard  indeed,  but  nevertheless,  as  you  would  have  been  robbed 
between  sun  and  sun,  the  county  would  have  been  obliged  to  re- 
fund your  loss."  In  this  manner,  conversing  with  Sir  Thomas, 
he  arrived  at  a  convenient  place  to  effectuate  his  purpose.  The 
Farmer  shot  the  horse  of  the  servant,  and  constraining  him  to  re- 
tire at  some  distance,  be  presented  a  pistol  to  Sir  Thomas's  breast, 
demanded  his  money.  Sir  Thomas  replied,  "  I  thought,  Sir, 
that  you  had  been  an  honest  man."  The  Farmer  retorted,  "  You . 
see  that  your  worship  is  mistaken  ;  and  if  you.  had  had  sufficient 
discernment,  you  might  have  perceived  that  my  countenance  was 
the  very  picture  of  necessity,  therefore,  surrender  immediately,  fpr 
I  am  in  haste,"    Sir  Thomas  then  delivering  the  Farmer  about 
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sixty  pounds  in  money,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  Justice,  remind* 
ing  him,  "  that  what  he  had  parted  with  was  not  lost,  because 
he  was  robbed  between  sun  and  snn,  therefore,  the  county,  as  he 
told  him,  most  pay  it  again.1' 

Another  day,  a  young  gentleman  of  Enfield,  possessed  of  a 
good  estate,  was  overtaken  by  the  Golden  Farmer,  who  had 
waited  long  that  morning  for  a  prey.  Upon  seeing  the  young 
squire,  the  Farmer  rode  instantly  up,  and  giving  him  a  stroke 
upon  the  shoulders  with  his  drawn  hanger,  he  exclaimed, — 
"  Plague  upon  you,  how  slow  you  are  to  make  a  man  wait  on 
you  all  this  morning.  Come,  deliver  what  you  have  instantly, 
and  go  to-— for  orders.'*  This  young  spark,  who  was  accustomed 
to  more  courtly  language,  both  from  his  mistress  and  his  domestics, 
knit  his  brows,  and  began  to  make  excuses.  Impatient  of  delay,  , 
and  convinced  that  such  a  youth  did  not  live  upon  the  produce  of 
charity  or  chance  while  travelling,  the  Farmer  very  politely 
searched  his  pockets,  where  he  found  a  hundred  guineas  with  a 
gold  Watch..  He  then  saluted  him  with  two  strokes  of  his  hanger 
upon  the  shoulders,  admonishing  him  to  avoid  lying  when  any 
honest  gentleman  desired  to  share  of  his  bounty. 

The  Farmer,  now  becoming  more  dexterous  at  ploughing  the 
highway  than  cultivating  his  farm,  having  paid  his  landlord  above 
forty  pounds  of  rent,  was  desirous  to  regain  that  sum*  Accord* 
Ingly  he  disguised  himself;  followed  the  good  gentleman,  and 
roughly  accosted  him,  saying  :  u  Come,  Mr  Gravity  from  head 
to  foot,  but  from  neither  head  nor  foot  to  the  heart,  deliver  what 
you  have  in  a  trice."  The  old  man,  heaving  a  deep  sigh,  to  the 
"hazard  of  depriving  his  waistcoat  of  some  buttons,  said,  that  he 
thought  that  he  was  more  of  a  gentleman  than  to  rob  an  old  man 
of  a  few  shillings,  which  was  his  all.  The  Farmer  answered,  that 
his  appearance  indicated  that  he  was  better  provided,  therefore  he 
demanded  him  to  open  his  budget  without  farther  delay ;  "  or  else  I 
will  fall  foul  about  your  house."  The  landlord  replied,  "  Dear  sir, 
you  cannot  be  so  barbarous  to  an  old  man.  What ! .  have  you  no 
religion  %  nor  pity,  nor  conscience,  nor  respect  for  your  own  body 
and  soul,  that  are  in  a  miserable  condition  I"  "  What !"  replied 
the  Farmer,  "  talk  ye  of  compassion,  humanity,  conscience,  or 
pity!  I  have  no  more  of  these  dull  commodities  than  yourself; 
therefore  deliver  what  you  have,  before  this  pistol  make  you  re# 
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pent  your  obstinacy."  The  landlord  being  thus  threatened,  deli- 
vered his  money,  without  receiving  a  receipt  for  it,  as  he  had  giv- 
en the  fanner. 

An  old  grazier  at  Putney. heath  was  the  next  victim  to  the  ava- 
ricious Farmer  Having  accosted  him  on  the  road,  he  informed 
him  that  there  were  some  suspicious  persons  behind  them,  Whom 
he  suspected  to  be  highwaymen,  and  if  that  should  be  the  case,  he 
begged  that  he  would  conceal  ten  guineas  for  him,  which  would  be 
safer  with  him,  from  the  meanness  of  his  apparel.  He  accepted  the 
charge,  and  said,  that  as  he  himself  had  fifty  guineas  bound  in  the 
lappet  of  his  shirt,  he  woutd  deposit  them  along  with  his  own.  In 
a  short  time  the  Farmer  said:  "  ft  does  not  appear  that  any  per- 
son will  run  the  risk  of  his  ueck  by  robbing  you  to-day  ;  it  will 
therefore  be  as  well  that  1  do  so  myself."  Without  any  further 
preamble,  he  demanded  him,  instead  of  delivering  up  his  purse,  to 
cut  off  the  lappet  of  his  shirt ;  but  declining  to  comply  with  his  re- 
quest, the  farmer  put  himself  to  the  trouble  to  lighten  the  fore- 
garment  of  the  grazier. 

Squire  Brqughton  was  the  succeeding1  prey  of  the  Golden  Far- 
mer. Happening  to  meet  at  an  inn  upon  the  road,  the  Farmer 
pretended  to  be  on  his  way  to  the  capital,  concerning  an  offence 
that  a  neighbouring  farmer  had  committed  against  him,  by  allow- 
ing his  cattle  to  break  into  his  grounds.  Meanwhile  he  requested 
that  Squire  Broughton  would  recommend  him  to  an  expert  and 
faithful  agent  to  conduct  his  cause.  Similar  to  every  other  lawyer, 
Broughton  was  desirous  to  have  him  for  a  client,  and  proceeded  to 
explain  the  nature  of  his  cause.  Having  spent  the  night  at  the 
inn,  they  proceeded  next  morning  on  their  journey,  when  the 
Farmer  addressed  the  counsellor,  saying,  "  Pray  Sir,  What  is 
meant  by 'trover  and  conversion  in  the  law  of  England  ?"  He  re- 
plied, that  it  signified,  in  our  common  law,  an  action  which  one 
man  has  against  another,  having  found  any  of  his  goods,  refuses  to 
deliver  them  up  on  demand,  and  perhaps  converts  to  his  own  use* 

The  Golden  Farmer  being  now  at  a  place  convenient  for  his  pur- 
pose, "  Very  well  then,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  should  I  find  any  money 
about  you,  and  convert  it  to  my  use,  it  is  only  actionable,  I  find." 
"  That  is  a  robbery,"  said  the  barrister,  "  which  requires  no  less 
a  satisfaction  than  a  man's  life.  "  A  robbery,"  replied  the  Golden 
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Farmer,  "  why,  then,  I  mast  commit  one  in  my  life ;"  therefore, 
^presenting  his  pistol,  lie  instantly  demanded  his  money  or  his  life. 
Surprised  at  his  client's  rough  behaviour,  the  lawyer  began  to 
remonstrate  in  strong  terms,  upon  the  impropriety  of  Us  conduct, 
urging  that  it  was  both  contrary  to  law  and  to  conscience.  His 
eloquent  pleading,  however,  made  no  impression  upon  the  mind 
of  the  Farmer,  so  putting  a  pistol  to  his  breast,  he  delivered  his  mo- 
ney, amounting  to  the  sum  of  forty  pounds)  some  large  pieces  of 
gold,  and  a  gold  watch. 

One  day  accosting  a  tinker  upon  the  road,  whom  he  knew  to_ 
have  seven  or  eight  pounds  upon  him,  he  said,  '*   Well,  brother 
tinker,  you  seem  to  be  very  "decent,  for  your  life  is  a  continual 
pilgrimage,  and  in  humility  you  go  almost  bare-footed,  making 
necessity  a  virtue  :"  "Ay,  master,"  replied  the  tinker,  necessi- 
ty compels,  when  the  devil  drives,  and  had  ydu  no  more  than  I, 
you  would  do  the  same.'9  "  iThat  might  be,"  replied  the  Farmer, 
<'  and  I  suppose  you  march  all  over  England."  "  Yes,"  said 
the  tinker,  "  I  go  a  great  deal  of  ground,  but  not  so  much  as  yoji 
ride."     "Be  this  as  it  will,   I  suppose  that  your  conversation  is 
unblameable,  because  you  are  continually  mending."  "  I  wish," 
replied  the  tinker,  "  that  as  much  could  be  said  in  commendation 
of  your  character."     The  Farmer  replied,  that  he  was  not  like 
him,  who  would  rather  steal  than  beg,  in  defiance  of  whips  or  im- 
prisonment.    Determined  to  have  the  last  word  of  the  Farmer, 
the  tinker  added,  '*   I  would  have  you  to  know,  that  I  take  a 
great  deal  of  pains  for  a  livelihood."  The  Fanner,  equally  loqua- 
cious, replied,  "  I  know  that  you  are  such  an  enemy  to  idleness, 
that,  rather  than  want  work,  you  will  make  three  holes  in  mending 
one."     ^  That  may  be,"  said  the  honest  tinker,   "  but  I  begin 
to  wish  that  there  were  a  greater  distance  between  us,  as  I  do  net. 
ther  love  your  conversation  nor  appearance.?'     *<  I  am  equally 
ready  to  say.  the  same  of  you  ;  for  though  you  are  entertained  in 
every  place,  yet  you  are  seldom  permitted  to  enter  the  door  of  any 
dwelling.?'    The  tinker  repeated  his  strong  suspicions  of  the  Far- 
mer :  u  Nor  shall  it  be  without  a  cause !''  exclaimed  he,  "  there- 
fore open  your  wallet,  and  deliyer  the  money  that  is  there." 
Here  their  dialogue  being  about  to  close,  the  tinker  entreated  that 
he  would  not  rob  him,  as  he  was  above  an  hundred  miles  from 
home.     But  the  Golden  Farmer  being  indifferent  to  all  the  con- 
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sequences  of  the  loss  of  his  money,  seized  both  his  waUet  and  hit 
money,  and  left  the  poor  tinker  to  renew  his  journies  and  his  toils. 
This  famous  robber  had  only  a  few  more  acts  of  violence  tb  per- 
form. His  actions  and  character  being  now  universally  known 
many  a  hue  and  cry  was  sent  after  him,  and  conspired  to  his  over- 
throw. He  was  seized,  imprisoned,  tried,  and  condemned.  He 
spent  his  time  in  prison  in  the  same  merry  way  in  which  his  for. 
mer  life  was  spent,  and  a  violent  death  terminated  his  wicked 
course.  v  / 


THE   LIFE   OP  SAWNEY  BEANE. 

•  *  •  #  * 

The  following  narrative  presents  such  a  picture  of 'human  barbari- 
ty, that  were  it  not  attested  by  the  most  unquestionable  historical 
evidence,  it  would  be  rejectedasaltogether  fabulous  andincredible* 

Sawney  Beane  was  born  in  the  county  of  East  Lothian,  about 
eight  miles  east  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  reign  of  James  VL  His  fa- 
ther was  an  hedger  and  ditcher,  an,d  brought  up  his  son  to  the 
same  laborious  employment.  Naturally  idle  and  vicious,  he 
abandoned  that  place,  along  with  a  young  woman'  equally  idle  and 
profligate,  and  retired  to  the  deserts  of  Gall  away,  and  took  up  their 
habitation  by  the  sea  side.  The  place  which  Sawney  and  hi*  wife 
selected  for  their;  dwelling,  was  a  cave  of  about  a  mile  in  length, 
and  of  considerable  breadth  ;  so  near  the  sea,  that  the  tide  often 
penetrated  into  the  cave  above  two  hundred  yards.  The  entry 
had  many  intricate  windings  and  turnings  which  led  to  the  extre. 
mity  of  the  subterraneous  dwelling,  which  was  Itteraily  "  tiie  ha- 
bitation  of  horrid  cruelty." 

Sawney  and  his  wife  took  shelter  in.  this  cave,  and  commenced 
their  depredations.  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  detection,  ihey 
murdered  every  person  that  they  robbed.  Destitute  also  of  the 
means  of  obtaining  any  other  food,  they  resolved  to  live  upon  hu- 
man flesh.  Accordingly,  when  they  had  murdered  any  man,  wo- 
man or  child,  they  carried  them  ta  their  den,  quartered  them, 
salted  and  pickled  the  members,  and  dried  them  for  food.  In  this 
manner  they  fired,  carrying  on  their  depredations  and  murder, 
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until  they  bad  eight  sons  and  six  daughters,  eighteen  grand.soirs 
and  fourteen  grand-daughters,  all  the  offspring  of  incest. 

But,  though  they  soon  became  numerous ;  yet,  such  was  the 
multitude  who  fell  into  their  hands,  that  they  had  often  super- 
abundance, of  provisions,  and  would,  at  a  distance  from  their  own 
habitation,  throw  legs  and  arms  of  dried  human  bodies  into  the 
sea  by  night.  These  were  often  thrown  out  by  the  tide,  and  ta- 
ken up  by, the  country  people,  to  the  great  consternation  and  dis- 
may of  all  the*  surrounding  inhabitants.  Nor  could  any  discover 
what  had  befallen  the  many  friends,  relations,  and  neighbours  who 
had  unfortunately  fallen  into  the  hands  of  these  merciless  cannibals. 

In  proportion  as  Sawney's  family  increased,  every  one  that 
was  able,  acted  his  part  in  their  horrid  assasinations.  They  would 
some  times  attack  four  or  six  men  on  foot,  but  never  more  than 
two  upon  horse  back  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  escape,  they 
would  lay  an  -ambush  in  every  direction,  that  if  they  escaped 
those  who  first  attacked,  they  might  be  assailed  with  renewed  fury 
by  another  party,  and  inevitably  murdered.  By  this  means,  they 
always  secured  their  prey,  and  prevented  detection. 

At  last,  however,  the  vast  number  who  were  slain,  raised  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  all  the  woods  and  lurking  places 
were  carefully  searched  $  and  though  they  often  passed  by  the 
mouth  of  the  horrible  den,  it  was  never  once  suspected  that  any 
human  being  resided  there.  In  this  state  of  uncertainty  and  sus- 
pense, concerning  the  authors  of  such  frequent  massacres,  several 
innocent  travellers  and  innkeepers  were  taken  up  upon  suspicion  j 
because,  the  persons  who  were  amissing,  had  b?en  seen  last  in  their 
company,  or  had  last  resided  at  their  houses.  The  effect  of  this 
well-meant  and  severe  justice,  constrained  the  greater  part  of  the 
innkeepers  in  these  parts,  to  abandon  such  employments,  to  the 
great  inconveniennce  of  those  who  travelled  through  that  district. 

Meanwhile,  the  country  became  depopulated,  and  the  whole 
nation  was  surprised,  how  such  numerous  and  unheard  of  villanies 
and  cruelties  could  be  perpetrated,  without  the  least  discovery  of 
the  abominable  actors.  At  length,  Providence  interposed  in  the 
following  manner  to  terminate  the  horrible  scene.:  One  evening, 
a  man  and  his  wife  were  riding  home  upon  the  same  horse  from 
a  fair  which  had  been  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  being  attacked,  * 
he  made  the  most  vigorous  resistance  ;  unfortunately,  however, 
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his  wife  was  dragged  from  behind  him,  carried  to  a,  little  distance* 
and  her  intrails  instantly  taken  out.  Struck  with  grief  and  hor- 
ror, the  husband  continued  to  redouble  his  efforts  to  escape,  and 
even  trode  some  of  them  down  under  his  horse's  feet.  Fortu- 
nately for  him,  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
in  the  mean  time,  twenty  or  thirty  in  a  company  came  riding  home 
from  the  same  fair.  Upon  their  approach,  Sawney  and  his  bloody 
crew  fled  into  a  thick  wood,  and  hastened  to  their  infernal  den. 

This  man,  who  was  the  first  that  had  ever  escaped  out  of  their 
hands,  delated  to  his  neighbours  what  had  happened,  and  shewed 
them  the  mangled  body  of  his  wife  which  lay  at  a  distaoce,  the 
blood-thirsty  wretches  not  having  time  to  carry  it  along  with  thenu 
They  were  all  struck  with  astonishment  and  horror,  took  him 
with  them  to  Glasgow,  and  reported  the  whole  adventure  to  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  city.  Upon  this  intelligence,  he  wrote  to 
the  King)  informing  him  of  the  matter. 

In  a  few  days,  his  Majesty  in  person,  accompanied  by  four 
hundred  men,  went  in  quest  of  the  perpetrators  of  such  cruelties  t 
The  man  who  had  his  wife  murdered  before  his  eyes,  went  as  their 
guide,  with  a  great  number  of  blood-hound?,  that  no  possible 
means  might  be  left  unattempted  to  discover  the  haunt  of  these 
execrable  villains. 

They  searched  the  woods,  traversed,  and  examined  the  sea 
shore  ;  tout,  though  they  passed  by  the  entrance  into  their  cave, 
they  had  no  suspicion  that  any  creature  resided  in  that  dark  and 
dismal  abode.  Fortunately,  however,  some  of  the  blood-hounds 
entered  the  cave,  raised  up  an  uncommon  barking  and  noise, 
indicating  that  they  were  about  to  seize  their  prey*  The  King  and 
his  men  returned,  but  could  scarcely  conceive  how  any  human 
being  could  reside  in  a  place  of  utter  darkness,  and  where  the  eiu 
trance  was  difficult  and  narrow,  but  as  the  blood-hounds  increas- 
ed in  their  vociferation,  and  refusing  to  return,  it  occurred  to  all 
that  the  cave  ought  to  be  explored  to  the  extremity.  According, 
ly  a  sufficient  number  of  torches  were  provided.  The  hounds  were 
permitted  to  pursue  their  course  $  a  great  number  of  men  pene- 
trated through  all  the  intricacies  of  the  path,  and  at  length  arriv- 
ed at  the  private  residence  of  these  horrible  cannibals. 

They  were  followed  by  all  the  band,  who  were  shocked  to  be- 
hold*,  sight  unequalled  in  Scotland,  if  not  in  any  part  of  the  uni. 
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Terse.  Legs,  arms,  thighs,  hands,  and  feet,  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  were  suspended  in  rows  like  dried  beef.  Some  limbs 
and  other  members  were  socked  in  pickle ;  while  a  great  mass  of 
money,  both  of  gold  and  silver,  watches,  rings,  pistols,  cloths, 
both  woollen  and  linen,  with  an  innumerable  quantity  of  other 
articles,  were  either  thrown  together  in  heaps,  or  suspended  upon 
the  sides  of  the  cave. 

The  whole  cruel  brutal  family,  to  the  number  formerly  men- 
tioned, were  seized ;  the  human  flesh  buried  in  the  sand  of  the  sea. 
shore  ;  the  immense  booty  carried  away,  and  the  king  marched  to 
Edinburgh  with  the  prisoners.  This  new  and  wretched  spectacle 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants,  who  flocked  from  all 
quarters  to  see  this  bloody  and  unnatural  family  as  they  passed 
along,  which  had  increased,  in  the  space  of  twenty-fire  years,  to 
the  number  of  twenty-seven  men,  and  twenty-one  women.  Ar- 
rived in  the  capital,  they  were  all  confined  in  the  tolbooth  an. 
der  a  strong  guard ;  they  were  next  day  conducted  to  the  com. 
mon  place  of  execution  in  Leith  Walk,  and  executed  without 
any  formal  trial,  it  being  deemed  unnecessary  to  try  those  who 
were  avowed  enemies  of  all  mankind,  and  of  all  social  order. 

The  enormity  of  their  crimes  dictated  the  severity  of  their 
death.  The  men  had  their  privy-members  thrown  into  the  fire, 
their  hands  and  legs  were  severed  from  their  bodies,  and  they 
permitted  to  bleed  to  death.  The  wretched  mother  of  the  whole 
crew,  the  daughters  and  grand-children,  after  being  spectators 
of  the  death  of  the  men,  were  cast  into  three  separate  fires,  and 
consumed  to  ashes.  Nor  did  they,  in  general,  display  any  signs 
of  repentance  or  regret,  but  continued,  with  their  last  breath,  to 
pour  forth*  the  most  dreadful  curses  and  imprecations  upon  all 
around,  and  upon  all  those  who  were  instrumental  in  bringing 
them  to  such  well  merited  punishments. 


SI 


captain  Dudley. 

Captain  Dudley  was  born  at  Swepston  in  Leicestershire* 
fits  father  once  possessed  a  considerable  estate,  but  through  ex* 
trayagance  he  lost  the  whole  except  sixty  pounds  per  annum.  In 
these  reduced  circumstances  he  went  to  London,  intending  to  live 
in  obscurity,  corresponding  to  the  state  of  his  finances. 

Richard  his  son  had  a  promising  genius,  and  received  a  libera* 
education  at  St  Paul's  school*  But  a  natural  vicious  disposition . 
baffled  all  restraints.  When  only  nine  years  old  he  showed  his 
covetous  disposition,  by  robbing  his  sister  of  thirty  shillings,  and 
flying  off  with  that  sum.  In  a  few  days,  however,  he  was  found, 
brought  home,  and  sent  to  school.  But  his  vicious  disposition 
strengthened  by  indulgence.  Impatient  at  the  confinement  of  a 
school,  he  next  robbed  his  lather  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
and  absconded.  But  his  father  discovered  his  retreat,  and  found 
him  a  little  way  from  town  in  the  company  of  two  lewd  women. 

Despairing  of  his  settling  at  home,  his  father  sent  him  on  board 
a  man  of  war,  in  which  he  sailed  up  the  S  freights,  and  behaved 
gallantly  in  several  actions.  Upon  his  arrival  in  England,  he  left 
the  ship,  on  pretence  that  a  younger  officer  had  been  preferred 
before  him,  upon  the  death  of  one  of  the  lieutenants*  In  a  short 
time  he  joined  a  band  of  thieves,  assisted  them  in  robbing  the 
country-house  of  Admiral  Carter,  and  escaped  being  detected.- 

Now  he  commenced  robber,  the  first  remarkable  robbery  in 
which  he  was  engaged;,  was  that  of  breaking  into  the  house  of  a 
lady  of  Blackbeath,  and  carrying  off  a  large  quantity  of  plate* 

He  and  his  associates  were  also  successful  in  selling  the  plate  to 
a  refiner ;  but  in  a  short  time  he  was  apprehended  for  this  rob- 
bery, and  committed  to  Newgate  prison.  While  there,  he  sent 
for  the  refiner,  and  severely  reproached  him  in  the  following  man. 
ner :  "  It  is,"  said  he  "  a  hard  thing  to  find  an  honest  man  and 
a  fair  dealer  :  for,  you  cursed  rogue,  among  the  plate  you  bought* 
there  was  a  cup  with  a  cover,  which  you  told  us  was  but  silver 
gilt,  and  bought  it  at  the  same  price  with  the  rest;  but  it  plainly 
appeared,  by  the  advertisement  in  the  gazette,  that  it  was  a  gold 
cup  and  cover  ;  but  I  see  you  are  a  rogue,  and  that  there  is  no 
trusting  any  body."     Dudley  was  tried,  convicted  for  this  rob* 
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bery,  and  sentenced  to  death ;  but  his  youth,  and  the  interest  of 
his  friends,  procured  him  a  royal  pardon. 

For  two  years  he  conducted  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fa* 
Iher,  so  that  he  purchased  for  him  a  Commission  in  the  army.  In 
that  situation  he  also  acquitted  himself  honourably,  and  married  a 
young  lady  of  a  respectable  family,  with  whom  he  received  an  es- 
tate of  an  hundred  and  forty  pounds  a  year.  This,  with  his  com. 
mission,  enabled  them  to  live  in  a  genteel  manner.  Delighting, 
however,  in  company,  and  having  become  security  for  one  of  his 
companions  for  a  debt,  and  that  person  being  arrested  for  it,  one 
of  the  bailiffs  was  killed  in  the  scuffle,  and  Dudley  was  suspected 
as  having  been  the  murderer. 

What  strengthened  this  suspicion  was,  that  Dudley  was  the 
avowed  enemy  of  all  that  class  of  society.  He  deemed  a  Serjeant 
in  England,  or  what  is  known  in  Scotland  by  the  name  of  mes- 
senger, as  one  who  is  determined  to  strip  every  person  who 
comes  under  his  power,  of  all  he  possibly  can.  First,  to  seize  him 
for  the  debt,  then,  out  of  compassion  and  civility,  conducts  him 
to  a  tavern,  where,  being  entertained  at  the  debtoi's  expense,  he 
employs  all  his  ingenuity  to  learn  the  name  of  the  next  creditor 
who  can  harrass  ;  requires  him  to  strike  the  iron  when  it  is  hot, 
that  so  he  may  soon  have  him  in  his  hands  again.  Dudley  es- 
teemed a  common- bailiff  exceeding  a  Serjeant,  as  much  as  an 
Irish  mastiff  does  a  spaniel,  in  fierceness.  That  he  is  a  raven  who 
who  picks  out  men's  eyes;  That  a  martial.man  was  a  perfect 
blood.hound,  that  hunts  upon  the  smallest  scent,  and  worries 
all  to  death  he  lays  hold  on.  That  a  yeoman  was  one  that  necessity 
renders  valiant,  who  will  greedily  take  a  cut  with  a  sword,  but 
suck  more  silver  out  of  the  wound  than  a  surgeon. 

While  Dudley  esteemed  the  rest  of  the  inquisitorial,  searching, 
apprehending,  and  persecuting  band,  as  excelling  each  other  in 
active  oppression  or  cunning  tillany,  he  deemed  the  goaler  as  a 
creature  mistaken  in  the  making,  for  he  should  have  been  a  tyger. 
But  the  shape  being  thought  too  terrible,  it  is  covered,  and  he  wears 
the  visage  of  a  man,  fet  retains  his  fierceness.  One  who  hangs 
up  his  conscience  and  his  shackles  together,  which  are  made  very 
near  of  the  same  metal,  only  that  the  former  is  harder  than  th« 
latter,  and  has  one  quality  superior  to  iron,  that  it  never  melts. 
That  he,  without  remorse,  distills  money  from  poor  mens  tears, 
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and  grows  fat  by  their  curses.  That  if  his  fees,  and  the  life  of  a 
fellow  creature,  were  both  placed  ia  the  scales,  he  would  cast  away 
the  latter  to  secure  the  former.  And,  in  short,  that  as  his  ears  are 
sloped 'to  the  cries  of  his  fellow  creatures,  and  shews  them  no  mer- 
cy, he  may  expect  that  his  Maker  will  be  deaf  to  his  cries,  and 
shew  him  no  mercy.      ^ 

But  leaving  the  statements  of  Dudley  concerning  these  men  to 
the  decision  of  a  merciful  public,  let  us  return  to  the  relation  of 
his  actions.     Haying  vanquished  every  virtuous  feeling,  being 
more  inclined  to  live  upon  the  ruins  of  his  county  than  the  fruits 
of  industry,  and  more  disposed  to  fight  than  to  work,  he  aban- 
doned  his  own  house,  and  joined  a  band  of  robbers.     Dudley 
soon  .became  an  expert  robber,  so  that  there  was  scarcely  any 
robbery  committed,  but  he  acted  a  principal  part.     Pleased  with 
this  easy  way  of  obtaining  money,  and  of  supporting  an  extrava- 
gant expense,  he  also  prevailed  upon  Will  his  brother  tojoinhimift 
his  employment.     It  happened,  however,  that  Will  had  not  been 
long  in  his  new  occupation,  when  the  Captain  was  apprehended  for 
robbing  a  gentleman  of  a  watch,  a  sword,  a  whip,  and  nine  shil- 
lings.    But  fortunately  for  him,  the  evidence  was  defective,  and 
he  escaped  death  a  second  time. 

Now,  hardened  in  vice,  be  immediately  began  to  his  old  trade* 
He  robbed  on  the  highway,  broke  into  houses,  picked  pockets, 
or  performed  any  act  of  violence  or  canning  by  which  he  could 
procure  money.     Fortune  favoured  him  long,  and  he  went  on 
with  impunity,  but  was  at  last  apprehended  for  robbing  Sir  John 
Friend's  house.     Upon  trial  the  evidence  was  decisive,   and  he 
received  sentence  of  death.     His  friends  again  interposed,  and 
through  their  influence  his  sentence  was  changed  for  that  of  ba- 
nishment. Accordingly,  he  and  several  other  convicts  were  put  on 
board  a  ship  bound  for  Barbadoes .    Brit  they  had  scarcely  reach* 
ed  the  isle  of  Wight,  when  he  excited  his  companions  to  a  con- 
spiracy, and  having  concerted  their  measures  while  the  ship's  com- 
pany were  under  the  hatches,  they  went  off  with  the  long  boat. 

No  sooner  had  he  reached  the  shore  than  he  abandoned  ,hia 
companions,  and  travelled  through  woods  and  by-paths.  Be. 
ing  in  a  very  mean  dress,  he  begged  when  he  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  steal.  Arriving  however  at  Hounslow-Heath,  he  met 
with  a  farmer,  robbed  him,  seized  his  horse,  and  having  mount- 
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ed,  set  forward  in  quest  of  new  spoils.  This  was  a  fortunate 
day.,  for  Dudley  -had  not  proceeded  far  on  the  heath  when  a 
gentleman  well  dressed,  and  better  mounted  than  the  farmer, 
made  his  appearance.  He  was  commanded  to  halt  and  to  sur* 
render.  Dudley  led  him  aside  in  a  secret  thicket,  exchanged 
clothes  and  horse,  riffled  his  pockets,  then. addressed  him,  saying, 
"  That  he  ought  never  to  accuse  him  of  robbing  him,  for,  accord. 
ing  to  the  old  proverb,  exchange  was  no  robbery ;"  so  -bidding 
him  good  day,  he  marched  off  for.  London,  Arrived  there  he  went 
in  search  of  his  old  associates,  who  were  glad  to  see  their  friend  ; 
who  in  consequence  of  his  fortunate  adventures  and  high  reputa- 
tion among  them,  received  the  title  of  Captain,  and  all  agreed  to 
be  subject  to  his  commands.  Thus,  at  the  head  of  such  an  ex* 
perienced  and  desperate  band,  no  part  of  the  country  was  secure 
from  his  rapine,  nor  any  house  sufficiently  strong  to  keep  him 
out.  The  natural  consequences  were,  that  he  soon  became  known 
and  dreaded  all  over  the  country 4 

To  avoid  being  taken,  and  to  prevent  all  enquiries,  he  paid  a 
visit  to  the  north  of  England,  and  being  one  day  in  search  of 
plunder,  he  robbed  a  Dutch  Colonel  of  his  horse,  arms,  and  fine 
laced,  coat.  Thus  equipped,  he  committed  several  robberies.  He 
at  length,  however,  laid  aside  his  colonel's  habit,  only  using  his 
horse,  who  soon  became  dexterous  at  his  new  employment.  Bat 
one  day  meeting  a  gentleman  near  Epsom,  he  resisted  the  Cap* 
tain's  demands,  and  discharged  his  pistol  at  Dudley.  In  the  com* 
bat,  however,  he  was  victorious,  wounded  the  gentleman  in  the 
leg,  and,  having  stripped  him  of  his  money,  conveyed  him  to  the 
next  village,  that  he  might  receive  medical  assistance,  and  then 
rode  off  in  search  of  new  adventures.  The  Captain  afld  his  men 
were  very  successful  in  this  quarter.  No  stage,  nor  coachj  nor 
passenger,  of  which  they  bad  intelligence,  could  escape  their  de. 
predations,  and  scarcely  a  day  passed  without  some  notorious  rob* 
bery  being  committed*  < 

Captain  Dudley  and  his  men  went  on  in  a  continued  course  of 
good  fortune,  acquiring  much  wealth,  but  amassing  little,  as  their 
extravagance  was  e,qual  to  their  gains.  On  one  ill-fated  day,  how- 
ever, having  attacked  and  robbed  the  Southampton  coach;  they 
were  keenly  pursued,  and  several  of  them  taken,  but  Dudley 
escaped.     Deprived  of  the  chief  of  his  own  forces,  he  now  joined 
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t&meV  td  some  house-breakers,  and  with  them  continued  to  com. 
ttit  many  robberies ;  in  particular,  with  three  others,  he  entered 
the  bouse  of  an  old  woman  in  Spittlefields,  gagged  her,  bound  her 
to  a  chair,  and  riffled  the  house  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
which  the  good  woman  had  been  long  in  scraping  together.  Hear* 
iog  the  money  dink  that  was  going  to  be  taken  from  her,  she 
struggled  in  her  chair,  fell  down  upon  her  face,  and  was  stifled  to 
death,  while  the  Captain  arid  his  companion*  went  off  with  impu- 
nity* But  when  the  old  woman  came  to  be  interred,  a  grandchild 
of  hei%  who  had  been  one  of  the  robbers,  when  about  to  be  fitted 
with  a  pair  of  gloves,  changed  his  countenance,  was  .strongly  agitat- 
ed, and  began  to  tremble.  He  was  suspected,  charged  with  the 
murder,  confessed  the  crime,  and,  informing  upon  the  rest,  two  of 
them  were  taken,  tried  and  condemned,  and  all  three  hung  m 
chains. 

But  though  Dudley's  name  w£s  published  asr  accessary  to  the 
murder,  yfet  he  \oug  escaped  detection.  At  length,  however,  he 
was  apprehended,  aad  charged  with  several  robberies,  of  which  he, 
by  dexterous  management,  evaded  the  deserved  punishment.  He 
was  also  called  to  stand  trial  for  the  murder  of  the  old  woman  ; 
but  the  principal  evidence,  upon  whose  testimony  the  other  three 
were  chiefly  condemned,  being  absent,  he  escaped  suffering  for 
that  crime*  The  dexterous  manner  in  which  he  managed  that 
trial,  the  witnesses  that  he  had  suborned,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  maintained  his  innocence  bfefore  the  jury,  were  often  the 
cause  of  his  boast  find  amusement. 

The  profligate  Dudley  was  no  sooner  relieved  from  prison  than 
he  hastened  to  join  his  old  companions  in  vice*  Exulting  to  see 
their  Captain1  again  at  their  .head,  they  redoubled  their  activity, 
and  committed  all  manner  of  depredations*.  Among  other  adven- 
tures* they  robbed  a  nobleman  on  HounSlow  heath,  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred pounds,  after  a  set  ere  engagement  with  his  servants,  three 
of  whom  were  wounded,  and  two  had  their  horses  shot  under  them. 
They  next  directed  their  course. along  the  west  country  road,  and 
having  robbed  a  parson,  enjoined  him,  under  the  most  terrible 
threatening^  -to' preach  a  sermon  in  praise  of  thieving.  He  wag 
forced  to  comply,  and,  sermoa  being  ended,  they  returned  hit 
inoney,  attd  gave  him  four  shillings  to  drink  tijeir  health  and  sue* 
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After  this  amusing  adventure,  they  left  off  infesting 
ways,  and  rode  for  London .  Arrived  in  the  capita),  the  Captain's 
brother  employed  his  dexterity  about  town  in  several  adventures, 
which  the  reader  will  find  corresponding  to  the  complexion  of  this 
work.     He  will  also  see  how  well  the  brother  profited  by  the  ex- 
ample and  instructions  of  the  Captain,  He  first  dressed  himself  as 
a  countryman,  with  a  pair  of  forty  boots  on,  and  a  whip  iu  his 
hand,  and  went  to  Bartholomew  Fair.     He  wandered  through 
the   fair  all  day,  without  meeting  with  any  prey.     But*  as  he 
was  returning,  he  accosted  a  plain  countryman,  saying,  "  Have 
a-care,  honest  friend,    of  your  money,  for  we  are  going  into 
a  cursed  place,  full  of  whores,  thieves,  rogues,  and  pick-pockets, 
I  am  almost  ruined  by  them,  and  I  am  glad  that  they  have  not  pul- 
led the  teeth  out  of  my  head.     Let  one,  take  never  so  good  care, 
they  will  be  sure  of  his  money ;  the  devil  certainly  helps  them."- 
The  face  of  the  countryman  reddened  with  courage,  and  he  re« 
plied,  "  1  defy  all  the  devils  to  rob  me  of  any  thing  I  value*    I 
have  a  round  piece  that  I'll  secure;99  and  thrusting  it  into  his 
mouth,  rushed  confidently  into  the  fair.     Will  was  only  desirous 
to  ascertain  the  fact  that  he  had  money  about  him ;  therefore, 
giving  his  instructions  with  a  few  sixpences  and  groats  to  a  hope- 
ful boy,  he  immediately  run  after  the  countryman,  while  fVHt 
followed,  at  a  distance.    The  boy  coming  up  with  the  countryman, 
falls  down  before  him,  scattering  the  money'  all  around,  then 
Starting  up,  he  raised  the  most  hideous  noise,  crying  that  he  was 
undone,— that  he  must  run  away  from  his  apprenticeship,— that  his 
master  was  a  furious  man,  and  that  he  would  certainly  be  killed. 
The  countryman  and  others  flocked  around,  and  endeavoured  to 
assist  the  boy  in  gathering  up  his  lost  money.     Then  one  of  them 
said,  "  Have  you  found  all?"  "  Yes,  all  the  silver,  but  that  is  of 
no  avail,  there  is  a  broad  piece  of  gold  that  I  was  carrying  to  my 
master  for  a  token  sent  from  the  country,  and  for  it  I  will  be 
killed.     Alas !  I  am  undone  !  what  will  become  of  me  ?"  Will  now 
advanced  among  the  crowd,  and  was  equally  concerned  for  the 
unhappy  boy ;  and  seeing  the  countryman  standing  by,  he  gravely 
observed  that  he  had  seen  him  put  a  piece  of  gold  into  his  mouth. 
The  mob  instantly  seized  him,  one  opened  his  mouth  by  force, 
extracted  the  broad  piece  of  gold,  along  with  some  blood,  and, 
when  he  attempted  to  speak  in  his  own  defence,  he  was  picked, 
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yinefied,  and  so  tossed  about,  that  he  was  glad  to  escape  with  his 
life.  Meanwhile,  the  boy  slipt  away  among  the  crowd,  and  at  an 
appointed  place  met  Will  to  surrender  to  him  his  booty. 

Changing  clothes  with  the  boy,  Will  went  into  the  market, 
and  mingling  with  the  crowd,  he  learned  that  the  countryman  was 
gone  to  an  inn,  where  he  had  sent  for  his  master,  a  knight  of  a 
large  estate,  and  some  other  respectable  persons,  to  attest  his  cba» 
racter.  Will  knew  the  gentleman  well,  and  hastened  to  the  Ex- 
change, in  full  hopes  of  meeting  with  him.  Having  reconnoitred 
the  gentleman,  and  followed  him  until  he  received  an  opportunity, 
he  robbed  him  of  every  guinea  he  had  but  one,  that  he  left  him  to 
pay  for  his  dinner  The  knigbt,  repairing  to  the  inn,  laughed 
heartily  when  the  poor  countryman  informed  him  that  he  had  been 
robbed,  while  he  told  him  that  he  also  bad  been  just  robbed 
upon  the  Exchange.  The  countryman  laughed  in  his  turn,  and 
said,  "  Sir,  let  us  make  our  escape  from  this  roguish  place," 
Shrugging  his  shoulders,  he  added,  "  Sir,  they'll  steal  our  small 
guts  to  make  fiddle-strings  of  them." 

The  gentleman,  having  recruited  his  purse,  went  out  the  next 
day  to  the  Exchange :  Will  paid  him  the  same  compliment  the 
second  flay.  The  knight  was  surprised  how  it  was  possible  for 
any  man  to  rob  him  when  he  was  so  forewarned,  and  so  upon  his 
guard  ;  but  looking  hastily  about,  his  eye  fixed  upon  Will,  whom 
he  suspected  as  the  robber.  He  went  up  to  him,  and  taking  him 
by  the  buttons,  informed  him  that  he  strongly  suspected  that  he 
was  the  person  who  had  robbed  him;  but  as  he  was  a  gentleman  of 
a  large  fortune,  he  did  not  regard  the  money,  and  would  freely 
pardon  him,  and  give  him  all  the  money,  upon  condition  that  he 
would  inform  him  by  what  means  he  had  done  so.  "  This,"  said  he, 
"  I  promise  upon  my  honour."  "  Your  word  of  honour,"  said 
Will "  is  sufficient ;  1  know  the  greatness  of  your  fortune,  I  am  the 
man.  I  will  wait  on  your  worship  at  the  tavern,  and  there  show  you 
some  of  my  art  more  freely  than  I  would  do  to  my  fellow-rogues." 
In  their  way  to  the  inn,  the  gentleman  informed  Will,  that  as  he 
wished  to  make  a  frolic  of  the  matter,  he  would  send  for  some 
other  gentleman  to  be  present,  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  should  sustain  no  damage  from  any  discovery  that  he  might 
make  to  them,  "  I  know  you're  a  gentleman",  says  Will,  "  and 
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tteti  of  honour  scorn  to  keep  base  company*   Call  as  many  as  yet 
please,  I'll  take  their  word,  and  I  know  that  I  am  safe." 

When  the  gentlemen  armed,  Will  told  them  many  things 
which  greatly  astonished  and  pleased  tbem  ;  and  when  he  pulled 
out  the  piece  of  gold,  and  informed  them  how  he' had  used  Roger, 
the  gentleman's  tenant,  he  was  immediately  sent  for  to  increase 
the  amusement.  Upon  his  entering  the  room,  it  was  entertaining 
to  all  to  see  how  low  he  bowed  and  scraped.  The  master  smiling, 
asked  him  how  he  learned  to  make  sack  a  handsome  bow.  "  But 
what  would  you  say,"  added  the  knight,  "  if  you  saw  your  gold  a- 
gain  ?"  "  Oh,"  says  he,  I  wish  I  could ;  but  if  my  mouth  can't  keep 
it,  where  shall  I  put  it  ?  Shud,  I'd  rather  see  the  rogue ;  I'd 
make  a  jelly  of  his  bones!"  "  There  he  is,"  says  the  knight,  "  and 
there's  your  broad. piece."  As  Roger  began:  to  heave  and  to 
bully,  his  roaster  commanded  him  to  take  his  piece  of  gold,  and  sit 
down  by  him.     Roger,  seeing  how  things  went,  drank  to  Will, 

One  of  the  gentlemen  pulling  out  a  curious  watch,  said,  he  won- 
dered how  it  was  possible  to  take  a  watch  out  of  a  fob ;  that  it  was 
certainly  from  carelessness.  "  No,9'  says  Will,  u  if  the  gentleman 
will  take  a  turn  in  Moorfields,  I'll  wager  a  guinea  I'll  hare  the 
watch  before  he  return,  let  him  take  what  care  he  pleases,  and  I 
shan't  stir  out  of  the  room*"  "  Done !"  says  the  gentleman;  so  every 
gentleman  in  the  room  laid  down  his  guinea,  while  Roger  laid 
down  his  broad  piece.  The  gentleman  went  out,  and  was  careful 
that  he  would  not  sutler  man,  woman,  nor  child,  to  come  near 
him.  When  the  time  approached  that  he  should  return,  a  boy 
fcame  pretty  near  him,  but,  to  avoid  suspicion,  he  run  past  him, 
at  the  same  time  looking  on  his  back,  informed  the  gentleman 
that  it  swarmed  with  lice.  The  gentleman  observing  them,  and 
loathing' the  sight,  said,  "  Good  boy,  take  them  off,  and  I'll  give 
you  a  shilling."  The  boy  did.  so,  and  also  stole  his  watch ;  and 
having  received  his  shilling,  run  off.  The  gentleman  returned  to 
the  tavern,  wondering  all  the  way  how  he  could  possibly  come 
by  such  vermin,  and  taking  the  greatest  care  that  no  perton 
should  come  near  him. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  tavern,  Will  asked  htm  what  a  clock  it 
Was  ?  He  attempted  to  pull  out  his  watch,  but  to  his  utter  asto- 
nishment and  confusion,  it  was  gone.  Will  pulls  it  out,  and 
asked  the  gentleman  jf  that  was  it  ?  The  gentleman  was  struck 
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dumb,  and  turned  up  the  white  of  his  eyes.  Roger  laughed  so 
loud,  and  continued  so  long,  that  his  master  was  obliged  to  re- 
quest him  to  be  silent.  The  gentleman,  full  of  amazement,  ad. 
dressed  Will,  saying,  "  he  must  have  had  the  assistance  of  the 
devil."  "  Of  a  boy,"  said  Will.  «*  Did  not  a  boy  pick  you 
clean."  "  There's  the  devil,"  says  the  gentleman^  and  he  threw 
them  on,  too,  I  suppose:  "  Ay,  through  a  quill,"  said  the  other. 
•  All  present  were  astonished  at  the  ingenuity  of  the  -  trick, 
but  particularly  plain  Roger,  who  could  not  at  times  restrain 
his  laughter.  "  Alas!"  said  Will,  "  this  trick  is  not  worth 
talking  about.  It  is  only  one  of  those  we  commit  to  our  boys. 
There  is  a  nobleman  just  passed  the  window,  with  a  very  rich 
coat  upon  his  back:  I'll  wager,  as  before,  to  steal  it  off  him  before 
all  his  followers,  and  bring  it  here  on  my  own  back.  The  gen. 
tlemen  all  staked  three  guineas,  and  were  seconded  by  Roger. 
u  Come  now,"  says  Will,  "  this  matter  must  not  be  entrusted  to 
a  boy,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  go  myself,  nor  must  you  restrict  me 
to  any  particular  time  to  return.  So  out  he  run,  and  followed  the 
nobleman  from  street  to  street,  until  he  saw  him  enter  a  tavern. 

The  nobleman  was  conducted  up  stairs.  Will  rushed  in  after 
him,  hastens  to  the  bar-keeper,  and  desires  him  to  lend  him  an 
apron,  as  his  master  would  be  served  only  by  his  own  servant. 
He  is  a  very  good  customer,  and  expects  the  very  best  wine.  I 
must  go  to  the  cellar  and  taste  it  for  him.  The  apron  being  given, 
'he  went  to  the  cellar,  and  returned  irfth  some  of  the  best  of  each 
for  his  pretended  master.  He  ran  so  quick  up  and  down  stairs, 
and  was  so  alert  at  his  work,  that  none  of  the  other  servants 
could  equal  him.  Meanwhile  the  company  up  stairs^  taking  him 
for  the  servant  of  the  house,  were  highly  satisfied  with  his  atten- 
dance. Will  was  also  careful  to  give  full  cups  to  the  servant  who 
should  have  served  in  his  place,  with  some  money,  which  he  was 
very  glad  to  receive  for  doing  nothing.  He  seldom  qho  went  into 
the  room  without  passing  some  merry  jest  to  amuse  the  company. 
They  were  so  highly  pleased  flrith  him,  tjiat  they  said  one  to  an- 
other, "  This  is  a  merry  witty  fellow,  such  a  man  as  he  is  fit  to 
make  a  house,  he  deserves  double  wages."  When  Will  saw  his 
plan  ripe  for  execution,  he  came  into  the  room  with  come 
wine,  and  by  the  aid  of  his  knife  made  a  slit  in  my  To;u  scoat 
Returning  with  a  bottle  in  one  hand,  and  his  etite*  hand  full  of 
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glasses,  before  he  approached  his  Lordship,  Will  started,  and 
stared,  saying,  "  What  fellows  are  those  wholiave  made  that  coat  ?" 
with  other  imprecations  against  the  tailor.  Then  some  of  the  com. 
pany  rising  up,  saw  the  rent  in  my  Lord's  coat,  and  said,  "  My 
Lord,  the  tailor  has  affronted'  you.9'  Will,  drawing  near,  said, 
4€  Such  things  may  happen,  but  give  me  the  coat,  and  I'll  carry  it 
privately  under  my  master's  cloak  to  an  acquaintance  of  mine, 
who  will  presently  make  it  as  good  as  if  it  had  not  been  rent."  Bor- 
rowing a  great  coat  of  a  gentleman  present, .the  nobleman  gave 
Will  his  coat  to  carry  to  the  tailor ;  who,  coming  downstairs,  in* 
formed  the  landlord  of  the  disaster,  received  his  cloak,  and,  put- 
ting  the  rent  coat  below  it,  seized  a  good  beaver  hat  off  one  of  the 
cloak  pins,  and  hastened  from  the  tavern.  Arriving  at  the  inn 
where  the  gentlemen  were  anxiously  waiting  his  return,  he  went 
into  another  room,  dressed  himself,  trad  entered  with  the  cloak 
and  beaver  on  :  "  What,"  said  one  of  them, u  instead  of  a  coat,  you 
come  with  a  cloak,  and  great  need  for  it,  for,  (says  he)  there's  a 
deal  of  knavery  under  it."  Will  then  opened  the  cloak,  and  shewed 
them  the  coat,  saying,  that  he  had  received  the  cloak  and  beaver 
into  the  bargain ;  then  gave  an  account  of  the  whole  adventure. 

Meanwhile  my  Lord  and  his  company  had  waited  long  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  servant,  whom  they  snpposed  to  have  been  one  of 
the  servants  of  the  house.  The  landlord  also  wondering  that  they 
were  so  long  in  calling  for  more  wine,  one  of  the  servants  was 
sent  up  stairs  to  force  trade.  He  entered  the  room,  saying,  "  Call 
here,  call  here,  gentlemen  ?"  "  Yes,"  says  one  of  them,  "  where 
is  your  fellow-servant  who  waited  upon  us  ?"  "  My  fellow. ser- 
vant !"  said  the  other,  "he  said  he  was  my  Lord's  servant,  and 
that  his  master  would  be  served  by  none  but  himself,  and  I  should 
have  good  vails,  nevertheless."  My  Lord  replied,  "  Bow  can 
that  be,  I  have  only  one  gentleman  of  my  own  retinue,  the  rest 
are  with  my  Lady ;  he  that  served  us  came  in  with  an  apron,  and 
in  the  character  of  one  of  the  servants  of  the  house  :  Call  up  the 
landlord !''  He  instantly  waited  upon  them,  when  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, asked  him  if  he  kept  sharpers  in  his  bouse,  to  affront  gen* 
tlemen  and  to  rob  them.  "  Nay,"  replied  the  vintner,  who  was 
a  very  passionate  man,  u  do  you  bring  sharpers  along  with  you,  to 
affront  me  and  rob  my  house  ?  I  am  sure  4  have  lost  a  new  cloak 
and  beaver ;  and,  far  aught  I  know,  though  you  look  like  gen* 
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tiemen,  yon  may  be  sharpers  joarselyes  ;  and  I  expect  to  be  paid 
by  you  for  my  losses,  as  -well  as  to  be  paid  the  reckoning  •*  .  In. 
stantly  one  of  them  drew  upon  him.  because  of  such  insolent  Ian. 
gua^e  ;  but  the  landlord  run  down  stairs  alarmed,  and  armed  the 
whole  house,  entreating  them  not  to  suffer  siich  rogues  to  escape.  In 
the  meantine  he  seized  a  sword,  the  servants  armed  themselves  with 
spits,  fire-forks,  and  such  other  weapons  as  the  house  afforded.  A 
great  uproar  was  soon  raised ;  and  the  nablemaro  coming  first  out  to 
penetrate  through  the  crowd,  made  a  thrust  at  the  landlord,  but  was 
beat  back  with-  a  fire  shovel  in  the  hand  of  one  of  the  waiters : 
and  narrowly  escaped  being  run  through  with  a  long  spit  in  the 
hands  of  a  cookmaid.  His  Lordship  seeing  the  door  so  completely 
guarded,  shut  himself  up  in  the  room,  and  began  to  consult  with 
the  rest  of  the  company  what  was  best  to  be  done. 

Fortunately,  however,  the  gentleman  who  Was  in  the  other  ta- 
vern  with  Will,  conjecturing  that  a  quarrel  might  ensue  between 
the  nobleman  and  the  vintner,  who  had  lost  his  cloak  and  beaver* 
sent  his  own  landlord  to  inform  him  that  the  rogue  was  caught, 
and  in  safe  custody* 

He  was  admitted  up.stairs,  Waited  on  his  Lordship,  and  inform, 
ed  him  of  the  whole  affair.  A  cessation  of  arms  took  place.  They 
drank  to  the  health  of  the  landlord,  assuring  him,  that  in  future 
they  would  be  friendly  to  his  house  ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  they 
attended  their  peace-maker  to  the  tavern,  whete  Will  was  exhi- 
biting his  dexterity.  The  vintner  went  along  with  them,  and,  af- 
ter common  compliments,  Will  restored  the  coat,  the  c]oakf  and 
the  beaver.  Will  continued  to  amuse  them  during  the  remainder 
of  the  evening  with  the  relation  of  his  adventures* 

But  to  return  to  the  Captain  his  brother  : — He  had,  along  with 
his  companions,  committed  so  many  robberies,  upon  the  highway, 
that  a  proclamation  was  issued  against  them,  offeriug  a  reward  to 
those  who  should  bring  them,  either  dead  or  alive.  This  occa- 
sioned their  detection  in  the  following  manner  :  Having  commit, 
ied  a  robbery,  and  being  closely  pursued  to  Westminster'  ferry,  the 
toherrymen  refused  to  carry  any  more  that  bight.  t*wo  of  them 
then  rode  off,  and  the  other  four  gave  their  horses  to  a  waterman 
to  lead  to  the  next  inn.  The  horses  being  foaming  with  sweat,  he 

hegan  to  suspect  that  they  were*  robbers  who  had  been  keenly  pur- 
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toed.     He  communicated  his  suspicions  to  the  constable,  who  se4 
cored  the  horses,  and  went  in  search  of  the  men. 

He  was  not  long  in  seizing  one  of  them.  He  confessed,  and 
the  constable,  hastening  to  the  inn,  secured  the  rest,  and  having 
placed  a  strong  guard  upon  them,  rode  to  Lambeth,  and  securing 
the  other  two,  led  them  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  com- 
mitted them  to  Newgate. 

At  the  next  sessions  Captain  Dudley,  his  brother,  and  three 
Other  accomplices,  were  tried,  and  condemned  to  suffer  death. 
After  sentence,  Captain  Dudley  was  brought  to  Newgate,  where 
he  conducted  himself  agreeably  10  his  sad  situation.  He  was  con* 
veyed  from  Newgate  with  six  other  prisoners  He  appeared  pret- 
ty cheerful,  but  his  brother  lay  all  the  time  sick  in  the  cart.  The 
ceremonies  of  religion  being  performed,  they  were  launched  into 
another  world,  to  answer  for  the  numerous  crimes  of  their  guilty 
lives. 

The  bodies  of  the  Captain  and  his  brother  were  put  into  sepaw 
fate  coffins,  to  be  conveyed  to  a  disconsolate  father ;  at  the  sight 
he  was  so  overwhelmed,  that  he  sunk  upon  the  dead  bodies  and 
expired*  Thus  the  father  and  the  two  sons  were  buried  in  one 
grave. 
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THE  LIFE  OF  OLD  MOB. 

Thomas  Simpson,  or,  as  he  was  usually  called,  Old  Mob.  waf 
horn  at  Ramsay  in  Hampshire,  and  continued  to  reside  there  as 
his  only  home,  until  he  had  five  children  and  some  grandchildren. 
As  there  is  no  record  of  his  education,  which  appears  to  have 
been  greatly  neglected,  his  adventures  upon  the  roacj  shall  be 
related  in  the  order  of  time. 

One  day  near  Exeter,  he  met  with  Sir  Bartholomew  Shower, 
whom  he  immediately  required  to  deliver  his  money.  Sir  Bartho- 
mew  obeyed.  Old  Mob,  however,  examining  his  prey,  told  him 
that  this  was  not  sufficient  to  answer  his  present  pressing  necessi- 
ties ;  u  Therefore,  Sir,"  said  he,  '*  as  you  are  my  banker  in  ge- 
neral, you  must  instantly  draw  a  bill  upon  some  one  in  Exeter  foe 
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to  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  remain  in  the  next  field  as  seen* 
rity  for  the  payment,  until  i  have  received  it.  The  good  knight 
wished  to  be  excused,  professing  that  be  knew  no  person  in  E*e» 
ter  who  would  pay  such  a  sum  on  demand.  But  excuses  were  vain. 
Old  Mob  held  a  pistol  to  hip  breast  until  he  'complied)  and  drew 
upon  a  rich  goldsmith. 

Having  received  the  note,  he  made  the  knight  dismount,  ^fcut 
the  bridle  and  girths  of  the  horse,  and  turned  him  off,  while  h* 
bound  Sir  Bartholomew  hand  and  foot,  and  left  him  under  a  hedge* 
The  goldsmith  knew  the  hand. writing,  and  paid  the  money,  which 
Old'Mob  having  received,  returned  to  the  knight,  saying,  "  Sir, 
I  am  come  with  a  habeas  corpus  to  remove  you  out  of  your  present 
captivity,  which  he  did,  leaving  him  to  walk  home  at  the  distance 
of  three  miles,  ( 

One  day  Old  Mob  quarrelled  with  a  woman  in  the  neighbour* 
hood,  and  in  a  rage  questioned  her  virtue.  Her  husband  resented 
the  affront*  An  action  commenced  in  a  Spiritual  Court  against 
Old  Mob,  which  cost  him  a  considerable  sum.  Those  who  have 
had  the  experience,  well  know  that  Spiritual  Courts  are  not  lew 
litigious  and  expensive  than  Civil  Courts. 

Not  long  after,  however,  Mob  met  with  the  Proctor  who  had 
agented  the  plea  against  him,  and  had  extracted  from  his  purse  a 
considerable  sum.  He  instantly  knew  him,  but,  being  well  dis- 
guised, Mob  was  unknown  to  him.  He  demanded  his  purse;  The 
lawyer  began  to  be  eloquent  in  framing  excuses,  but  Mob  reiter- 
ated his  threatenings,  and  the  purse  appeared  loaded  with  fifteen 
guineas.  About  to  draw  them  from  thence,  Mob  insisted  to  have 
the  fine  silk  purse  also.  The  Proctor  told  him  that  it  was  given 
him  by  a  particular  friend,  and  "that  he  promised  to  keep  it  all  his 
life.  To  this  Old  Mob  replied  :  "  Suppose  that  you  had  a  pro- 
cess against  me,  and  were  come  to  me  for  your  fees ;  if  I  had  no 
money,  or  any  thing  of  value,  but  what  was  given  me  by  a  friend, 
would  you  take  it  for  payment,  if  I  told  you  that  I  had  promised  to 
keep  it  as  long  asl  lived  ?"  "No,  Sir."  "  Stay  there,  I  love  people 
Would  do  as  they  would  be  done  unto.  What  business  had  you  to 
promise  a  thing  you  were  not  sure  of  performing  ?  Am  I  to  be 
accountable  for  your  vows  ?"  The  poor  lawyer  saw,  that  if  ..he 
insisted  upon  dividing  the  purse  and  the  gold,  his  own  body  and 
tool  might  be  separated,  therefore  presented  them  to  Old  Mob* 
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.  John  Godbury  had  also  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  Qld  Mob* 
Though  this  man  was  an  astrologer,  yet  his  knowledge  of  the  stars 
could. not  prevent  his  own  misfortune.  Poor  John  trembled  when 
his  money  was  demanded,  and  turned  as  pale,  as  death,  and  pre- 
tended  that  he  had  none.  Old  Mob,  after  bantering  him  that  he 
could  never  want  money,  as  he  had  the  Twelve  Constellations 
always  rented  to  stationers,  informed  him  that  his  pistol  would 
have  his  money,  in  spite  of  all  the  stars  in  the  firmament.  Dread* 
ing  that  the  effect  of  the  pistol  would  be  more  violent  and  sudden 
than  any  of  the  disastrous  stars,  .he  surrendered  a  bag  with  about 
nine  pounds  in  gold  and  silver. 

The  next  adventure  of  Old  Mob,  was  an  attack  on  the  stage- 
coach from  Bath,  with  only  one  lady  within*  When  he  stopped 
the  coachman,  approached  the  coach,  and  demanded  the  lady's 
money,  she  replied,  that  she  was  a  poor  widow  who  had  just  lost 
her  husband,  and  hoped  that  he  would  have  compassion  upon  her. 
"  And  is  the  losing  of  your  husband  any  argument  why  I  should 
lose  my  booty  ?  Your  tears,  Madam,  can't  move  me  ;  for  1  remenu 
ber  the  old  proverb,  the  end  of  a  husband  is  a  widow's  tears,  and 
the  end  of  these  tears  another  husband." 

The  disconsolate  widow  made  large  encomiums  upon  the  virtues 
of  her  departed  husband,  with  strong  asseverations  that  none  should 
ever  come  into  his  place.  Old  Mob  did  not  believe  the  one  half 
consistent  with  truth,  and,  unwilling  to  be  detained  from  another 
adventure,  became  positive  with  her,  therefore,  she  pulled  out  a 
purse  with  forty  guineas,  and  presented  it  to  Old  Mob, 

Scarcely  had  he  departed  from  this  widow,  when  he  met  with 
the  famous  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  mountebank,  Cornelius  a  Tilburgh, 
going  to  a  stage  at  WelU+  Mob  demanded  his  money  in  a  very 
rough  tone.  The  poor  quack. silver  pretended  that  he  himself  was 
a  son  of  necessity.  Mob  told  him  he  had  more  wit  than  to  believe 
a  mountebank,  whose  occupation  was  lying ;  "  You  get  your 
money  a#  easy  as  I  get  mine,  and  it  is  only,  fulfilling  the  proverb, 
Lightly  come,  lightly  go.  Doctor,  next! market-day  will  refund 
all ;  and  you  may  excite  compassion,  by  informing  them  that  you 
was  robbed  of  your  all  in  coining  to  exercise  your  benevolence 
towards  them." 

The  Doctor  could  scarcely  refrain  laughing  at  the  smart  stric- 
tures of  Mob  upon  his  profession ;  but,  unwilling  to  part  with  the 
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bird  he  had  in  hand,  began  to  read  him  a  lecture  upon  morality, 
and  to  remonstrate  upon  the  iniquity  of  his  conduct,  reminding  him, 
that  the  money  he  thus  took  might  be  the  ruin  of  whole  families,  and 
constrain  many  to  employ  improper  means  to  regain  what  they  had 
lost  in  this  manner ;  "  Therefore,"  said  he,  "  you  are  answerable ; 
for  their  sin."  "  What,"%  replied  Old  Mob,  "  this  is  the  devil  re- 
proving sin,  with  a  witness !  '  Can  I  ruin  more  people  than  you, 
dear  Mr  Theophrastus  Bombasustus  !    You  are  scrupulously  con- 
scientious, indeed,  to  tell  me  of  ruining  people !  I  only  take  their 
money,  you  their  Hves  !  Yon- with  impunity,  I  at  the  risk  of  my 
own !   Yon  have  made  more  blind  than  the  small- pox ;  more  deaf 
than  the  cataracts  of  the  Nile  ;  and  destroyed  more  than  the  pes. 
tilence !  Unless,  Doctor,  you  have  a  specific  against  the  influence. 
of  powder  and  lead,  it  is  in  vain  to  trifle  with  me  ;  deliver  your 
money !"  The  quack  still  delaying,  Old  Mob  took  a  portmanteau 
from  his  horse,  and  putting  it  upon  his  own,  took  his  leave.     Ar- 
riving at  a  convenient  place  to  examine  the  contents,  he  found  five, 
and* twenty  pounds  in  money,  and  a  large  golden  medal,  besides, 
all  his  instruments  and  implements  ot  quackery.     For  the  last, 
however,  Mob  could  find  few  merchants. 

.  At  another  time  Old  Mob  met  with  the  Dutchess  of  Portsmouth, 
between  Newmarket  and  London.  He  stopped  the  coach,  and 
demanded  her  money.  Accustomed  to  command  a  monarch,  she 
could  not  conceive  how  a  mean  looking  fellow  should  talk  in  this 
style.  Upon  this  she  briskly  demanded,  if  he  knew  who  she  was  ? 
"  Yes,  Madam,  I  know  yon  to  be  the  greatest  whore  in  the  king- 
dom, and  maintained  at  the  public  expense !  I  know  that  all  the 
courtiers  depend  upon  your  smiles,  and  that  even  the  king  is  your 
slave  5  But  what  of  all  that  ?  A  gentleman-collector  upon  the  road 
is  a  greater  man,  and  more  absolute  than  his  Majesty  is  at  Court- 
You  may  now  sav,  madam,  that  a  single  highwayman  has  exercised 
his  authority,  where  Charles  II.  of  England  has  often  beggedVa 
favour."  a 

Her  Grace  continued  to  gaze  upon  him  with  a  lofty  air,  and  told 
him  that  he  was  a  very  insolent  fellow  ;  that  she  would  give  him 
nothing ;  and  that  he  should  certainly  suffer  for  his  insolence ;  add* 
ing,  "  Touph  me,  if  you  dare  !"  u  Madam,  that  haughty  French 
spirit  will  do  you  no  good  here  :  I  am  an  English  free.booter,  and 
I  insist  upon  it,  as  my  native  right,  to  seize  all  foreign  commodities ! 
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Your  money  is  indeed  English,  but  it  is  forfeited,  as  being  the 
fceit  of  English  folly  !  All  you  have  is  confiscated,  as  being  be* 
stowed  upon  one  so  worthless  !  I  am  King  here,  madam  I  I  have 
use  for  money  as  well  as  him  !    The  public  pay  for  his  follies,  and 

.  so  they  must  for  mine  !"  Mob  immediately  assaulted  her,  she  cried 
for  quarter,  and  delivered  him  two  hundred  pounds;  a  very  rich 
necklace  which  her  royal  paramour  had  lately  given  her ;  a  gold 
watch,  and  two  diamond  rings. 

Abington  market  was  in  general  well  stored  with  corn,  and  old 
Mob  being  one  day  there,  fell  into  conversation  with  a  forestalled 
el  victual .     Being  in  possession  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 

>  Ire  contrived  a  plan  to  have  a  share  of  the  profits  acquired  by  thai: 
extensive  dealer.  He  pretended  to  have  come  from  London  to 
purchase  corn,  and  desiring  to  see  a  sample,  he  seemed  satisfied 
with  the  quality,  and  demanded  the  price.  Old  Mob  instantly  made 
a  purchase*  paid  the  money,  and  sent  the  corn  to  a  place  where  he 
seld  it  for  his  own  money.  Careful  to  ascertain  the  time  when  the 
com. dealer  was  to  leave  town,  and  the  road  he  was  to  take,  he 
was  scarcely  two  miles  from  the  place  when  Mob  approached  him,put 
a  pistol  to  his  breast,  demanded  the  money  which  he  had  lent  him , 
«nd  whatever  more  he  had  about  him.  as  interest  for  the  loan. 
The  countryman  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  such  language- 
from  his  late  companion,  and  asked  him  if  it  was  just  to  take  away 
feoih  goods  and  money.  "  Justice !"  exclaimed  Old  Mob>  "  how 
have  you  the  impudence  to  talk  of  justice,  who  rob  the  poor  of 
their  food,  and  rejoice  at  the  misery  of  your  fellow  creatures,  be- 
cause you  acquire  your  wealth  upon  the  ruins  of  the  nation  I  Can 
any  man  in  the  world  be  more  unjust  than  an  engrosser  of  corn, 
who  buys  up  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  pretends  a  scarcity 
in  times  of  plenty,  only  to  increase  his  own  substance,  and  leave 
behind  him  abundance  of  ill-gotten  wealth  1  Such  vermin  as 
you  are  unfit  to  live  upon  the  earth  !    Talk  no  more  of  justice  to 

,  me  ;  deliver  up  your  money,  or  I  shall  do  the  world  so  much  jus- 
tice as  to  send  you  out  of  it !"  The  countryman,  therefore,  found 
tfc  necessary  to  deliver  up  the  large  sum  of  money  that  he  had ; 
and  Old  Mob  rode  home  highly  gratified  with  his  adventure. 

Sir  John  Jeffries  was  the  next  to  supply  the  wantsof  our  adventurer*. 
He  first  disabled  two  servants,  and  then  advancing  to  the  coach,  de- 
l&anded  his  Lordship's  money.  Jeffries,  by  his  cruelties  exhibited  in 
the  western  assizes,  rendered  himself  sufficiently  famous,  and  suppos- 
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fag  that  his  name  would  carry  terror,  he  informed  Old  Mob  of  the 
quality  of  the  person  whom  he  accosted  in  this  rude  manner*  "  I 
am  happy,"  said  he,  "  in  having  an  opportunity  of  being  reveng- 
ed of  you,  for  lately  putting  me  in  fear  of  my  life.  I  might,'9  add. 
ed  he  "  deliver  you  over  to  trial  for  putting  me  in  fear  of  death  : 
but  shall  compound  the  matter  for  the  money  that  you  have  in  your 
Coach." 

The  Judge  began  to  expostulate  with  him  upon  the  danger  to 
which  he  .exposed  both  soul  and  body  by  such  crimes,  reminding 
him,  that  if  he  believed  that  there  was  a  Providence  which  govern- 
ed the  world,  he  might  expect  to  meet  with  justice,  as  the  reward 
of  his  iniquities.  "  When  justice  has  overtaken  ua  both,"  said  Old 
Mob,  "  I  hope  to  stand  as  good  a  chance  as  your  Lordship,  who  has 
written  your  name  in  indelible  characters  of  blood,  and  deprived 
many  thousands  of  their  lives,  for  no  other  reason  but  their  ay* 
pearing  in  defence  of  their  just  rights  and  liberties.     It  is  enough 
for  you  to  preach  morality  upon  the  Bench,  when  mo  person  can 
venture  to  contradict  you ;  but  your  lesson  can  have  no  effect  upon 
me*    I  know  you  too  well  not  to  perceive  that  they  are  only  la* 
visaed  upon  me  to  save  your  ill-gotten  wealth.     Then  thundering 
forth  a  volley  of  oaths,  and  presenting  a  pistol  to  his  breast, 
threatened  the  judge  with  instant  death,  unless  he  surrendered 
his  money.     Perceiving  that  his  authority  was  of  no  consequence 
to  him  upon  the  road,  he  delivered  his  money,  amounting  to  fifty. 
six  guineas.  \ 

The  only  person  with  whom  Old  Mob  e?er  acted  in  concert, 
was  the  Golden  Farmer.  Two  of  their  adventures  may  be  select- 
ed. Having  rendered  themselves  conspicuous  upon  the  highway, 
and,  by  their  frequent  depredations,  exposed  themselves  to  the 
danger  of  detection,  they  resolved  to  repose  themselves  in  the  ca- 
pital, and  to  employ,  their  ingenuity,  as  they  had  now  no  occasion 
to  exercise  their  strength.  Their  first  object  was*  to-  learn  the 
manners  and  habits  of  the  citizens,  in  order  to  impose  upon  them 
in  their  own  way.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  London,  know 
that  all  is  hurry  and  bustle  ;  that  the  greater  part  are  employed  in 
business ;  and  that,  if  a  man  dresses  well,  and,  for  a  while,  makes 
regular  payments,  he  may  obtain  credit  to  a  great  amount.  They 
accordingly  both  commenced  merchants;  Both  took  a  large 
handsome  house,  hired  several  servants,  and  commenced  business 
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upon  a  large  scale.  The  Golden  Farmer  selected  that  of  a  chand- 
ler, as  being  in  some  measure  acquainted  in  that  line.  Old  Mob 
took  up  his  residence  wear  the  Tower,  and  commenced  Holland 
trader,  he  having  been  in  that  country  when  a  boy,  had  learned 
a  little  of  the  language,  and  knew  the  commodities  that  were 
usually  exported  from  that  quarter.  They  passed  for  near  rela- 
tions, of  the  name  of  Bryan,  and  said  that  they  were  north 
countrymen.' 

With  singular  activity,  they  enquired  after  goods  in  their  re- 
spective circles,  purchased  all  that  came  in  their  way,  either  pay* 
ing  ready  money,  or  drawing  upon  each  other  for  one  or  two 
days,  which  draughts  were  always  regularly  honoured.  They  dis- 
posed of  their  goods  at  the  lowest  prices,  and  thus  kept  a  constant 
tide  of  ready  money ;  and  their  customers  being  perfectly  satisfied, 
■  their  characters  were  completely  established. 

Perceiving  their  plan  ripe  for  execution,  they  ordered  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  goods  upon  a  certain  day,  drew  upon  each 
other  for  the  payment,  immediately  sold  the  goods  at  reduced 
prices  to  their  usual  purchasers,  under  the  pretence  that  they  had 
a»large  sun)  of  money  to  make,  and  the  next  day  left  town  with 
the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  the  produce  of 
three  months  business.  The  reader  may  easily  conceive  what 
were  the  feelings  and  chagrin  of  the  different  merchants,  when,  on 
the  day  of  payment,  it  was  discovered  that  the  two  extensive 
dealers  and  punctual  payers  had  both  disappeared. 

For  some  time  Old  Mob  and  the  Golden  Farmer  had  recourse 
to  their  former  employment  upon  the  highway,  until  new  dangers 
constrained  them  to  think  of  another  dexterous  adventure  by 
which  to  recruit  their  stores.  There  were  two  wealthy  jewellers, 
the  one  living  in  London,  and  the  other  in  Bristol.  Old  Mob 
and  the  Golden  Farmer  were  minutely  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  both  brothers.  These  deceitful  rogues  knew  that  the 
jewellers  were  weak  and  sickly,  which  would  give  easy  credit  of 
their  death.  Under  this  conviction  they  formed  their  plan,  and 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  each  brother,  only  varying  the  name 
and  place,  according  to  circumstances. 

"  J>ear  Brother,  March  U^  1686. 

,  "  This  comes  to  bring  you  the  sorrowful  news,  that  you  have 
lost  the  best  of  brothers,  and  I  the  kindest  of  husbands,  at  a  time 
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when  we  were  in  hopes  of  his  growing  better  as  the  spring  ad. 
vanced,  and  continuing  with  us  at  least  one  summer  longer.  He 
died  this  morning  about  eleven  of  the  clock,  after  he  had  kept  his 
bed  only  three  days* 

"  I  send  so  hastily  to  yon,  that  you  may  be  here  before  we  pre- 
pare for  the  funeral,  which  was  the  desire  of  my  dear  husband, 
who  informed  me  that  he  had  made  you  joint-executor  with  me. 
The  will  is  in  my  hands,  and  I  shall  defer  opening  it  until  you  ar. 
rive  here.  I  am  too  full  of  grief  to  add  any  more  ;  the  messen- 
ger, who  is  a  very  hone6t  man,  and  a  neighbour  of  mine,  shall  in. 
form  you  of  such  particulars  as  are  needful.  From  your  sorrowful 
sister,  Seals." 

c*  P.  S. — I  employed  a  friend  to  write  for  me,  which  I  desire 
you  to  excnse,  for  I  was  not  able  to  do  it  myself,  nor  indeed  to 
dictate  any  more." 

These  letters  being  sealed  and  directed,  the  one  of  our  adven- 
turers set  off  for  London,  and  the  other  for  Bristol,  regulating 
matters  so  as  to  be  at  their  journey's  end  at  the  same  time.  Ar. 
rived,  they  delivered  their  credentials,  were  cordially  received, 
and  hospitably  entertained.  Many  tears  were  shed  upon  the 
opening  of  letters  containing  such  information,  while  secret  joy 
arose  in  the  mind,  upon  the  accession  of  wealth  that  would  accrue 
from  the  death  of  a  brother.  These  two  brothers  certainly  in. 
dulged  common  affection  for  each  other,  but  self-love  rises  supe- 
rior to  every  other  species  of  affection. 

The  evening  at  the  respective  places  was  spent  in  relating  va- 
rious incidents  of  the  family  history,  together  with  the  relation  of 
what  the  departed  brother  said  in  his  last  moments. '  Next  morn. 
ing  each  of  the  villains  were  dispatched  to  inform  the  sisters- in- 
law,  that,  as  soon  as  mournings  were  got  ready,  they  would  has. 
ten  to  perform  their  last  sorrowful  duties.  Old  Mob  went  to 
Bristol,  the  Golden  Parmer  to  London.  The  first,  in  the  evening, 
secured  jewels  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds.  The  second, 
haying  taken  his  aim  better,  brought  away  jewels  and  other  goods 
to  a  much  greater  amount 

Jn  the  morning,  bpth  set  out  from  their  respective  places,  and 
met  at  a  place  previously  determined.  Meanwhile,  the  brothers 
were  both  hastening  to  set  out  upon  their  journey.  Tn  the  family 
hurry  of  both,  the  shops  were  neglected,  so  that  the  robbers  we're 
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a  vessel  off  Cape  Henry.;  in  which  were  several  casks  of  ram,  and 
other  articles  of  which  they  stood  greatly  in  want. 

Under  the  name  of  Captain  Thomas,  Major  Bonnet  suddenly  re- 
sumed his  former  depredatory  courses.  Off  Cape  Henry,  he  took 
two  ships  bound  from  Virginia  to  Glasgow,  which  only  supplied 
them  with  some  hundreds  weight  of  tobacco.  The  following  day 
he  seized  one  bound  to  Bermudas,  which  supplied  him  with  twenty 
barrels  of  pork,  and  in  return,  gave  ber  two  barrels  of  xice,  anda 
hogshead  of  molasses.  From  this  ship,  two  men  entered  into  their 
service.  -  The  next  prize  was  a  Virginiaman  bound  for  Glasgow, 
from  which  they  received  nothing  of  value.  In  the  course  of  their 
cruizing,  several  vessels  were  captured,  though  of  no  considerable 
amount. 

Our  pirates  next  sailed  for  Cape  Fier  river,  where  they  waited 
too  long,  because  their  vessel  proved  leaky,  and  they  could  not 
proceed  until  she  was  refited.  A  small  shallop  now  afforded  the 
materials  for  this  purpose.  Meanwhile,  the  intelligence  was  re> 
ceived,  that  a  pirate  was  discovered  with  her  prises  at  no  great 
distance  ;  upon  this  information,  the  Council  of  South  Carolina  was 
alarmed,  and  two  vessels  were  equipped  and  sent  in  search  of  the' 
pirates.  After  a  considerable  search,  they  were  discovered^— -a  so* 
.vere  engagement  ensued,  and  Bqnhetand  bis  ciew  were,  made  pti» 
soners.  In  a  short  time,  however,  the  Major  and  one  Her  riot 
made  their  escape.  This  greatly  alarmed  the  inhabitants,  lest  he 
should  again  and  means  to  get  a  vessel,  and  wreck  his  vengeance 
upon  them.  Accordingly,  qne  Colonel  Rhet  was  sent  in?  pursuit 
•of  {iim,  and  a  reward  of  seven  hundred  pounds  offered  for  his  ap» 
prehension.  They  were  discovered  ;  Herrtot  was  killed  upon  the 
.spot,  the  Major  surrendered,  was  brought* to  Charlestown,,  and, 
along  with  several  others,  was  tried,  found  guilty,  and  received 
.the  sentence  of  death.         -  «*'.-» 
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Sm  John  Fal^taff  was  born  at  Poften  jn  Bedfordshire* 
He  early  associated  wit^  Henry  Prince  of.  Y^ales.,  JPoins,  Bax> 
dolph,  Gadshill>  and  Pety,  and  committed  inany  depredation^ 
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Shakespeare  has  humourously  described  the  person  of  FaUtafft 
**  When  I  was  about  thy  years,  Hal,  (says  Sir  John  to  the 
Prince)  I  was  not  an  eagle's  taloo  in  the  waste,  I  could  have  crept 
into  an  alderman's  thumb  ring,  a  plague  of  sighing  and  grief,  it 
bio  its  a  man  up  like  a  bladder."  For  Sir  John,  you  must  know, 
when  he  said  this,  was  not  such  a  skeleton  as  he  describes.  Though 
"  he  was  a  tun  of  man,  a  trunk  of  humours,  a  boul ting.hu tch  of 
beastliness^  a  swoln  parcel  of  dropsies,  a  huge  bombard  of  sack, 
a  staffed  clock. bag  of  guts,  a  roasted  manning  tree  ox,  with'  a 
pudding  in  his  belly." 

Informed  that  some  pilgrims,  with  rich  presents,  Were  on  their 
way  to  the  tomb  of  St  Thomas-a-Becket,  and  also  that  some 
wealthy  merchants  were  riding  up  to  London,  the  Prince,  and 
Poinsagreed  that  Fal staff  and  three  more  of  their  gang,  should 
Tob  theoi,  and  that,  in  disguise,  they  two  should  rob  the  theives. 
Accordingly,  when  the  four  had  got  possession  of  the  shining  mew 
tal,  waich  was  the  piety  of  the  pilgrims  and  the  life  of  the  metv 
chants,  the  Prince  and  Poins  attacked  them  with  fury,  put  them 
to  flight, 'and  stripped  them  of  their  spoil. 

One  day  after,  Fal staff  and  his  companions  happened  to  meet 
the  Prince  and  Poins  at  a  tavern,  when  Falstaff  began  to  extol  his 
vaiouiy  add  to  exclaim  *in  the  following  manner  :  "  There  live 
Hot,'"  quoth  he,  "  three  good  men  unhanged  in  England,  and  one 
«f  tliem,"  meaning  himself,  "  is  fat  and  grows  old.  God  help 
the  while !  a  bad  world,  I  say  "  His  highness  asking  the  occasion 
of  this  bravado,  "  Why,"  says  Sir  John,  "  here  are  four  of  tis 
Jbave  taken  a  thousand  pounds  this  morning,  buta  hundred!  a  full 
hundred  !  fell  upon  us  and  took  \i  away  again,  I  am  a  rogue  if  I 
were. not  at  half  sword  with  a  dozen  of  them  two  hours  together* 
I  have  leaped  by  a  miracle  :  I  am  eight  times  thrust  through  the 
doublet,  four  through  the  hose,  my  buckler  cut  through  and 
through  >  my  sword  hacked  like  a  hand-saw  ;  here,  look  at  it,  I 
never  dealt  better  since  I  was  a  man  ;  all  would  not  do*  A  plague 
of  aft  cowards,  I  say  still."  Upon  this  the  Prince  and  Poins  burst 
out  into  a  food  fit  of  laughter,  and  told  them  the  whole  adventure* 

The  civil  wars  commencing  between  the  houses  of  York-  and 
Lancaster,  Prince  Henry  was  called  home  to  defend  bis  father's 
throne.  Unwilling  to  desert  his  humourous-  companion,  he  made 
him  a  captain,  and  ordered  him  to  Shrewsbury.    The  forces  of 
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Henry  IV.  and  Hotspur  Percy,  met  at  Shrewsbury  The  morning 
before  the  battle,  Falstaff  desires  the  Prince  to  defend  him,  if  he 
should  happen  to  fall.  To  which  the  Prince  replied,  "  Nothing 
'  but  a  Colossus  could  do  him  that  service,  and  he  owed  Heaven 
a  death  ;"  meanwhile,  desiring  him  to  say  his  prayers,  and  take 
hisjeave. 

To  this  Sir  John  replied,  "  The  debt  to  Heaven,  which  you 
speak  of,  is  not  yet  due  ;  and  I  should  be  loath  to  pay  him  before 
his  day.  What  need  I  be  so  forward  with  him  that  calls  not  oa 
me  ?  Well,  'tis  no  matter,  Honour  pricks  me  on.  But  how,  if 
honour  pricks  me  off,  when  I  come  on  ?  How  then,  can  honour 
-set  to  a  leg  ?  No.  Or  an  arm  ?  No*  Or  take  away  the  grief  of  a 
wound  ?  No.  Honour  hath  no  skill  in  surgery,  then  ?  No.  What 
is  honour  ?  a  word.  What  is  that  word  honour?  air,  a  trim- 
reckoning.  Who  hath  it  ?  He  that  died  o'  Wednesday.  .  Doth 
he  feel  U  ?  No.  Doth  he  hear  it  ?  No.  Is  it  insensible,  then? 
.Yes,  to  the  dead.  But  will  it  not  live  with  the  living?  No. 
/Why  ?  Detraction  will  not  suffer  it.  Therefore  I'll  none  of  it* 
Honour  is  a  mere  scutcheon,  and  so  ends  my  catechism." 

During  the  battle,  Falstaff  removes  as  far  from  danger  as  pos- 
sible.    The  Prince  and  Hotspur  met,  and  a  terrible  conflict  en- 
sued ;  and  one  Douglas,  a  Scotsman,  attacks  Sir  John,  who 'falls 
'down  to  {prevent  farther  injury.     The  Prince  kills  Hotspur,  and 
'laments  Falstaff,  whom  he  supposed  to  be  slain.     But  when  Sir 
rJohn  found  it  convenient,  he  starts  up,  wounds  the  dead  general 
in  the  thigh,  and  taking  him  on  his  back  goes  in  quest  of  the  king, 
.to  claim  die  honour  of  killing  him.    He  was  met  by  the  Prince, 
who  fancied  he  saw  his  ghost,  but  Falstaff  soon  convinced  him  it 
.was  even  he,  both  safe  and  sound. 

Sir  John  was  a  second  time  called  to  the  field,  and  was  careful 
;to  allow  the  heat  of  the  battle  to  be  over  before  he  led  on  his  men* 
Fortunately,  however,  he  met  Sir  John  Colrille  of  the  Dale,  and 
.made  him  prisoner.  By  this  accident  Falstaff  got  possession  of 
the  noblest  prisoner  that  was  taken  in  that  engagement.  Histo- 
ry has,  however,  neglected  to  record  any  reward  that  was  given  to 
Sir  John  for  this  instance  of  valour. 

To  relieve  the  attention  of  the  reader,  we  shall  now  relate  a  dif- 
ferent adventure  of  Sir  John.  There  were  two  wealthy  inhabu 
frnta  of  Windsor,  whose  wives  were  among  the  merriest  of  the 
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ptece,  and  Sir  John,  by  their  fascinating  and  open  manners,  con* 
ceived  that  they  were  in  love  with  him.  He- wrote  each  of  them 
an  amorous  epistle.  The  ladies  met  to  contrive  how  to  be  re- 
venged of  him.  It  was  agreed  that  one  of  them  should  encourage 
his  addresses,  and  make  an  assignation  to  meet  with  Sir  John. 
He  obeyed  the  summons ;  but  he  bad  not  long  enjoyed  the  conver- 
sation of  his  friend,  when  the  other  lady  rushed  in  upon  them,  and 
informed  Sir  John,  that  the  husband  was  coming,  with  several  of 
his  neighbours,  threatening  vengeance  against  him.  Upon  this, 
Falstaff  entreated  that  he  might  be  concealed  in  a  basket  of  foul 
linen,  and  carried  away  to  the  washerwoman,  or  any  where,  to 
evade  the  fury  of  .the  enraged  husband.  The  knight  was  covered 
in  the  basket,  and  two  servants,  who  were  previously  instructed 
how  to  dispose  of  him,  hastened  away,  and  tumbled  him  into  the 
Thames  in  shallow  water.  Concerning  this*  adventure,  Sir  John 
addressed  his  servant  in  the  following  language  : 

"  Go,  fetch  me  a  quart  of  sack ;  put  a  toast  in  it.  Have  I  liv. 
ed  to  be  carried  in  a  basket  like  a  barrow  of  butcher's  offal,  and' 
to  be  thrown  into  the  Thames  I  Well,  if  I  be  served  such  another 
trick,  I'll  have  my  brains  ta'en  out  and  buttered,  and  given  to  a  dog 
for  a  new  year's  gift !  The  rogues  sleighted  me  into  the  river  with  as 
little  remorse  as  they  would  have  drowned  a  bitch's  blind  puppies, 
fifteen  i'  the  litter ;  and  you  may  know  by  my  size,  that  1  have  a 
kind  of  alacrity  in  sinking  :  If  the  bottom  were  as  deep  as  hety,  I 
should  down.  I  had  been  drowned,  but  that  the  shore  was  shelvy 
and  shallow ;  a  death  that  I  abhor,  for  the  water  swells  a  man  1 
And  what  a  thing  should  I  have  been  when  I  had  been  swelled!  I 
should  have  been  a  mountain  of  mummy  !  Come,  let  me  pour  in 
some  sack  to  the  Thames-water,  for  my  belly  is  as  cold  as  if  I  had 
swallowed  snow-balls  for  pills  to  cool  the  reins." 

The  two  ladies,  in  order  to  satisfy  their  husbands,  produced  the 
letters  sent  them,  and  all  were  eager  to  be  more  comp'etely  re- 
venged. For  this  purpose  one  of  them  made  an  assignation  with 
him  in  the  forest,  where  the  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the 
dress  of  fairies,  were  ready  to  attack  him,  and  almost  pinch  him 
to  death,  and  then  discovering  themselves,  he  was  exposed  to  the 
ridicule  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Windsor. 
'  But  leaving  the  region  of  poetry,  all  historians  agree,  that,  in- 
stead of  his  being  a  coward,  a  glutton,  or  a  drunkard,  he  was  a 
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brave  commander,  and,  on  account  of  his  ralour,  was  knighted 'by 
Henry  IV.,  with  a  pension  of  foar  hundred  merks.  His  disposu 
tions,  however,  led  him  to  the  highway.  He  commenced  his  de- 
predations alone*  but  soon  after  joined  the  persons  before,  men* 
tioned.  They  were  well-mounted  and  formidable.  Scarcely  any 
traveller  was  safe  within  an  hundred  miles  of  London..  - 

Sir  John  one  day  meeting  with  a  farmer,  after  a  whimsical 
farce  of  making  him  kneel  down  and  pray  for  money,  robbed  him 
of  twenty  pieces  of  gold,  and  addressed  him  thus  :  "  What  a  hy- 
pocritical rogne  are  you,  to  endeavour  to  cheat  me  your  Compa* 
.  iiion  at  this  rate  !  Is  this  the  agreement  We  made  when  we  went 
to  prayers  !  How  few  people  are  just  upon  earth  !  Wei),  to  pn« 
nish  you  for  your  wickedness,  I  shall  keep  what  heaven  has  sent 
into  your  pocket ;  but,  that  you  may  not  want  upon  the  road, 
take  what  1  have  got  by  praying,  and  when  you  have  got  home,  ac. 
quaint  your  neighbours  with  what  an  honest  gentleman  yon  met, 
who  gave  you  eight  shillings  and  six-pence,  when  you  endeavoured 
to  cheat  him  of  twenty  broad  pieces. 

Not  long  after  this  adventure,  Sir  John  and  some  of  his  compa* 
tiions  met  with  the  hangman  upon  the  road,  who  had  been  per* 
forming  his  duty  at  Kingston.  They  robbed. him  of  what  money 
be  had,  dragged  him  into  a  neighbouring  wood,  and  suspended 
fitm  upon  a  tree  as  an  enemy  to  all  their  fraternity* 

On  that  same  day  Sir  John  obtained  information  that  a  wealthy 
merchant  was  ta  pass  that  way.  lie  dressed  himself  in  woman's 
apparel,  and  when  he  carae  within  sight  of  his  prey,  he  alighted, 
tied  his  horse  to  a  tree,  and  lying  down,  raised  the  most  hideous 
and  mournful  lamentations.  The  merchant  was  moved  with  seem* 
log  compassion,  and  approaching,  enquired  the  cause  of  her  sor* 
row.  He  was  informed  that  she  had  gone  with  her  inhuman  bro. 
Tiber  to  see  some  of  her  relations,  and  that  he  had  abandoned  her 
iirthe  state  in  which  she  was  now  found,  and  implored  the  assis- 
tance of  the  merchant.  The  merchant  soop  began  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  flattery  and  passion  ;  while  Sir  John,  in  his  disguised 
'Character,  lamented  the  improper  freedoms  of  the  merchant,  cry* 
ing,  «  I  am  undone,  lost,  ruined  for  ever !  Alas !  dear  Sir,  what 
#o  yoa  mean  !  What  would  you  do  with  we  .'  Is  this  your  com,. 
TP*s«on  J  This  your  kindness  to  a  poor  miserable  creature !  What } 
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r*b  tne  of  my  honour,  dearer  to  me  than  my  life  {  For  heaven's 
sake,  Sir,  forbear." 

The  merchant,  however,  continued  importunate,  while  Sir  John 
sobbed,  cried,  and  bewailed  his  hard  fate.  Bat  when  the  mer- 
chant  was  about  to  proceed  to  extremities,  to  his  surprise  this  fe- 
male drew  a  dagger  from  her  bosom,  wounded  him  in  the  arm,  dis- 
abled him,  rifled  his  pockets  of  several  purses  of  gold,  and  rode/ 
off  with  bis  booty. 

Upon  another  day  Sir  John,  in  company  with  one  of  his  com- 
panions, met  two  friars :  He  robbed  them,  and  even  stripped 
off  their  robes,  assigning  for  a  reason  to  his  associate,  that  there 
was  ho  habit  a  man  could  rob  in  with  more  safety  than  that  of  a  re* 
ligious  one.  My  advice  then  is,  that  we  assume  the  sheep's  cloth* 
ing,  and  make  the  best  of  our  way  to  the  curate's  house.  Never 
doubt  of  success,  and  leave  the  conduct  of  the  affair  to  me.  The 
plan  being  formed,  the  friars  went  to  the  curate,  were  generously 
received,  and  entertained  with  cordial  hospitality.  In  the  morn* 
'  ing  they  arose,  and  went  to  the  curate's  chamber,  informing  him 
that  it  was  their  custom  to  say  mass  at  that  time,  and  requested 
that  he  would  join  in  their  devotions.  The  good  man  arose,  o$en« 
ed  his  door,  was  instantly  knocked  down  by  the  villains,  who  bound 
him  neck  and  heels,  opened  his  trunks,  seized  his  books,  the  keys  - 
of  the  church,  and  extracted  whatever  was  valuable,  and  went  off 
with  their  booty. 

•  At  another  time,  Sir  John  was  attacked  by  two  robbers  to  whom 
he  was  unknown.  Sir  John  was  summoned  to  surrender  his  mo- 
ney or  his  life.  Accustomed  more  to  receive  than  to  give,  he  in* 
etantly  seized  one  of  their  swords,  struck  the  fellow  upon  the  arm, 
and  then  furiously  attacked  'his  companion.  He  fled  :  Sir  John 
pursued,  and  constrained  him  to  submit  to  his  mercy.  He  how- 
ever spared  his  life,  but  severely  reprimanded  him  for  encounter* 
ing  one  who  was  bis  superior  in  that  occupation.  He  therefore 
robbed  him  of  a  large  sum  which  they  had  acquired  upon  the  road. 
To  be  the  more  completely  revenged,  Sir  John  bound  htm,  wrote  * 
Ms  crime  upon  a  piece  of  paper,  and  fastened  it  upon  his  breast, 
and  left  him  exposed  to  every  passenger. 

He  was  not  long  in  this  position  before  he  was  discovered,  car/ 
ried  before  a  magistrate,  committed  to  prison,  tried  at  the  next 
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assizes,  and  condemned.     Thus  was  Sir  John  the  mean  of  bring* 
ing  one  of  his  fellow  criminals  to  suffer  the  doe  reward  of  his  deeds* 

Sir  John  followed  this  disorderly  course  of  life,  in  company  with 
Prince  Henry  and  his  other  associates.  The  prince  acted  a  very 
conspicuous  part,  and  even  sometimes  attempted  to  rob  his  father* 
At  another  time,  he  attempted  to  release  a  prisoner,  And  struck 
the  Chief  Justice  on  the  bench,  and  was  for  this  insult  committed 
to  prison.  The  Prince  submitted,  and  the  justice  was  applauded. 
This  judge  was,  however,  very  apprehensive,  upon  the  death  of 
the  father,  and  the  accession  of  the  son,  that  the  latter  would  reta* 
liate  such  an  instance  of  severe  equity.  The  young  King  assumed 
a  stern  countenance,  and  warmly  chid  the  worthy  judge*  He  with 
dignified  warmth  defended  himself,  justly  maintaining,  that  upon 
the  Bench  he  represented  his  father,  whose  dignity  was  insulted  by 
the  Prince's  improper  conduct.  Then,  requesting  him  to  make 
the  case  his  own,  he  bade  him  consider,  now  that  he  was  King, 
whether  he  would  suffer  his  dignity  to  be  profaned  in  the  charac- 
ter of  any  of  his  judges  ? 

To  the  agreeable  surprise  of  the  judge,  the  King  replied,  u  Yoit 
are  Aght,  Justice,  and  you  weigh  the  matter  well ;  therefore,  still 
bear  the  balance  and  the  sword,  and  I  wish  your  honours  may  in-, 
crease  till  you  do  live  to  see  a  son  of  mine  offend  you,  and  obey 
you  as  I  did;  so  shall '.1  live  to  speak  my  father's  words :-*•> 
44  Happy  am   I,  that  have  a  man  so  bold  that  dares  do  justice 
on  my  proper  son ;    and  not  less  happy,  having  a  son,  that  would 
deliver  up  his  greatness  so  into  the  hands  of  justice."  You  did  com- 
mit me,  for  which  1  do  commit  into  your  hand  the  unstained  sword 
that  you  have  used  to  bear ;  ivith  the  remembrance,  that  you  still 
do  nse  the  same  with'  like  bold,  just,  and  impartial  spirit,  as  you 
have  done  'gainst  me.    There  is  my  hand,  you  shall  be  a  father  to 
my  youth,  and  I  will  humble  myself  to  your  wise  directions.  I  will 
mock  the  eipectations  of  the  world,  and  frustrate  the  prophecies 
of  the  vulgar :  My  tide  of  blood,  that  has  proudly  flowed  in  vani- 
ty until  now,  shall  now  turn  back  unto  the  6ea,  and  flow  hence* 
forth  in  formal  majesty.     The  wisest  of  our  nation  shall  form  our 
council,  of  which  the  father  shall  be  chief,  and  I  will  mingle  in. 
your  solemn  debates,  until  peace  and  war  become  familiar  to  us, 
and  England  is  owned  to  be  the  best  governed  nation  in  the  world.". 
When  Sir  John  Falstaff  heard  of  the  advancement  of  his  conw 
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panion,  he  was  greatly  elated,  and  promised  to  himself  great  ho- 
nours and  advancement.  He  was  then  at  the  house  of  one  Jus. 
tree  Shallow,  an  old  acquaintance,  who  lent  him  a  thousand  pounds 
to  support  bis  dignity,  until  the  King  should  provide  for  him,  H# 
posted  to  London,  and  was  fortunate  to  arrive  in  time  to  the  coi 
ronation.  When  his  Majesty  passed  by  r  "  God  save  thy 
Grace,  King  Hal,  my  royal  Hal !  my  sweet  boy  I  my  Jove  I  my 
heart !"  said  Sir  John,  with  his  wonted  air.  But  how  was  he  asto* 
Dished,  when  his  Majesty,  with  a  stern  countenance,  addressed 
him  thus  :  "I  know  thee  not,  old  man  :  Fall  to  thy  .prayers  3 
How  ill  white  hairs  become  a  fool  and  jester  ?  I  have  long  dream'd 
of  such  a  kind  of  man  as  thou  art,  so  6Urfeit-sweHed,  so  old,  and 
so  profane  ;  >  but  being  awake,  1  do  despise  my  dream.  Make  less 
thy  body,  hence,  and  more  thy  grace ;  leave  gormandizing ;  know 
the  grave  doth  gape  for  thee  thrice  wider  than  for  other  men:—** 
Reply  not  to  me  with  a  fool-born  jest ;  Presume  not  that  I  am  the 
thing  I  was  :  For  Heaven  doth  know,  so  shall  the  world  perceive^ 
that  I  have  turned  away  my  former  self,  so  will  I  those  that  keptme 
company.  <  When  thou  dost  hear  I  am  as  I  have  been,  approach 
me,  and  thou  shalt  be  as  thou  wast,  the  tutor  and  the  feeder  of  my 
riots;  Till  then,  I  banish  thee,  on  pain  of  death,— as  I  have  done 
the  rest  of  my  misleaders,— not  to  come  near  our  person  by  tern 
mile.  For  competence  of  life  i  will  allow  you,  that  lack  of  means 
enforce  you  not  to  evil ;  and  as  we  hear  you  do  reform  yourselves 
we  will,— according  to  your  strength  and  qualities,— give  you  ad- 
vancement. \'  The  King  kept  his  resolution,  and  soon  gained  the 
hearts  of  all  his  subjects. 

But  Sir  John  was  become  grey  in  vice,  and  he  renewed  his 
former  courses.  Neither  the  threats  nor  the  promises  of  his  Sove- 
reign could  effect  his  reformation*  He  continued  his  depredations 
until  be  was  apprehended,  and  committed  to  prison,  tried,  and 
found  guilty  ;  hot  the  King,  unwilling  that  he  should  suffer  death, 
changed  his  sentence  into  that  of  banishment.  His  haughty  mind 
could  not,  however,  sustain  the  affront,  and  he  died  before  the 
period  fixed  for  his  banishment.  Such  was  the  fate  of  such  an  ex* 
traordinary  character,  which  has  been  immortalized  by  the  genius 
tf  Shakespeare.  *  i*  * 
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ARTHUR  CHAMBERS. 

•  •   • 

The  design  of  this  work  being  both  to  instruct  ami  to  amuse, 
ye  shall  sometimes  present  the  reader  with  comical  and  odd  ad- 
ventures ;  and,  at  other  times,  with  scenes  of  bJood-aad  murder, 
that  his  mind  may  have  a  proper  detestation  for  vice. 

Arthur  Chambers  was  of  low  extraction,  and  destitute  of 
every  amiable  quality.  From  his  very  infancy,  he  was  addicted  to 
pilfering  ;  and  the  low  circumstances  of  his  parents  being  unabLe  to 
jsapport  bis  extravagancies,  he  had  recourse  to  dishonest  means. 
It  is  even  reported,  that  before  he  was  dressed  in  boy's  clothes, 
he  committed  several  acts  of  theft. 

The  first  thing  which  he  attempted,  was  to  lean*,  from  an  ex* 
perienced  master,  ail  those  cant  words  and  phrases  current  among 
pick- pockets,  and  by  which  they  can  distinguish  one  another* 
Chambers  was  soon  an  adept  in  this  new  language,  and  being 
well  dressed,  he  was.  introduced  to  the  better  sort  of  company, 
and  profited  by  such  opportunities,  to  rob  his  companions. 
<  In  a  short  time  he  was  confined  to  Bridewell,  to  answer  with 
kard  labour  for  some  small  offence.  Haying  obtained  his  liberty, 
fce  left  the  town,  where  he  again  began  to  be  suspected,  and  went  to 
Cornwall.  His  witty  and  merry  turn  gained  him  reception  into 
geoteel  companies,  and  be  became  a  memorable  character  in  the 
place.  Before  he  left  London,  he  provided  himself  with  a  large 
quantity  of  adulterated  crowns  and  half-crowns,  which  he' vended 
wherever  he  went. ,  After  many  had  been  deceived,  strict  search 
was  made,  and  Chambers  detected.  For  this  offence  he  was  com* 
ttitted  to  jail,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  a  half. 

As  he  could  no  longer  remain  in  Cornwall,  he  returned  to 
London.  Cpon  his  arrival,  he  went  to  an  ale  house,  called  for  a 
pot  of  beer,  and  a  slice  of  bread  and  cheese.  Having  refreshed 
binjself,  he  entered  into  conversation  with  some  persons  in  a 
neighbouring  box.  The  conversation  turned  upon  the  superior 
advantages  of  a  country  life,  but  suddenly  was, directed  to  that  of 
robbery.  Chambers  improved  the  hint,  regretted  that  no  better 
provision  was  made  for;  suppressing  such  vtllaoies  $  for,  added 
he,  death  was  too  ample  a  punishment  for  a  person  who  fobbed 
even  the  whole  world*  u  But  why  do  I  talk  thus,"  continued  he  ; 


**  if  great  offenders  are  suffered,  Well  may  the  poor  ami  necessitous 
8ay9  we  must  Jive,  and  where  is  the  harm  of  taking  a  (V-w- guineas 
from  those  who  tan  spare  them,  or  perhaps  have  robbed  others 
of  i  held*  For  my  own  part,  1  look  upon  a  dexterous  pick-pocket 
as  a  very  useful  person,  as  such  a  person  draws  from  the  purees  of 
tjiose  who  would  fepend  their  money  in  gaming,  or  worse*  Look 
ye,  gentlemen,  I  can  pick  a  pocket  as  well  as  any  man  in  Britain* 
and  yet,  though  I  say  it,  I  am  as  honest  as  the  best  Englishman 
breathing*  Observe  that  country  gentleman  passing  by  the  win* 
dow  there,  I  will  engage  to  rob  him  of  his  watch,  though  it  is 

* 

scarcely  five  o'clock." 

A  wager  of  ten  shillings  was  instantly  taken,  and  Chambers 
fastened  after  the  gentleman  lie  accosted  him  at  the  extremity 
of  Long  f*ane,  and  pulling  off  his  hat,  asked  the  gentleman  if  he 
could  inform  him  the  nearest  way  to  Knave's  Acre.  He  replied,' 
that  he  himself  wished  to  know  the  way  to  Moorfields,  which  Cham- 
bers pointed  but, with  his  usual  eloquence :  and  while  the  gentle, 
man  kept  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  places  to  which  he  directed  him, 
embraced  an  opportunity  to  rob  him  of  his  watch*  He  -hastened! 
hack  to  the  alehouse,  threw  down  the  watch,  and  claimed  the 
wager*  But  in  a  short  time  went  in  quest  of  the  gentleman,  and 
returned  him  his  watch,  which  he  thankfully  received,  and  pre* 
seated  aim  with  half  a  crown* 

He  next  exerted  his  ingenuity  upon  a  plain  country  man,  new-. 
ly  come  to  town.  This  rustic  had  got  into  the  company  of  sharpers, 
and  stood  gazing  at  a  marble,  table*    Our  adventurer  stepped 
up,  tipped  him  on  the  shoulder,  enquired  what  part  of  the  coun- 
try he  came  from,  and  if  he  was  desirous  to  find  a  place  as  a  gen- 
tleman's servant.     Robin  answered,  that  it  was  his  very  errand 
to  town,  to  find  such  a  place*     Chambers  then  said,  that  he  could 
fit  him  to  a  hair.     I  believe  1  can  afford  you  myself  four  pounds 
{..year,   standing  wages,  arid  six  shillings  a  week  board  wages, 
and  all  cast  clothes,  which  are  none  of  the  worst.     This  was  suf* 
ficent  to  make  Robin  start  out  of  his  skin,  who  had  never  such  an 
offer  made  him      Having  arranged  every  thing  to  his  wish,  Robin 
entered  upon  his  new  service.     He  received  Chambers'  cloak, 
threw  it  over  his  arm,  and  followed  his  master.    Chambers  order* 
ed  a  coach,  and  Robin  being  placed  behind,  they  drove  off  for  an 
Inn*     Pinner  was  ordered,  Robin  sat  down  with  his  master,  and 
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took  V  hearty  meal,  meanwhile* instructing  him  in  all  the  tricks 
of  the  town,  and  the  necessity  of  his  being  always  op  on  his  guard* 
Be  informed  him  also,  that  the  servants  of  the  inn  would  be  re. 
questing  him  to  join  in  playing  cards,  and  that  he  was  in  danger  of 
being  imposed  upon  ;  therefore,  if  he  had  any  money  upon  him, 
it  would  be  proper  to  give  it  to  him,  and  he*  would  receive  it 
back  when  necessary.  He  pulled  out  his  purse,  and  delivered  all 
that  he  had,  with  which  Chambers  paid  his  dinner,  and  went  off, 
leaving  Robin  to  shift  for  himself,  and  to  lament  the  loss  of  his 
money,  and  his  new  master. 

The  next  victim  to  the  avarice  of  Chambers,  was  an  eldgrlr 
gentleman,  who  had  married  a  young  lady  and  retired  with  her  to 
a  country  house  he  had  near  Huntingdon,  Chambers  had  often 
cast  his  eye  towards  that  house,  but  was  disappointed  in  hjs  designs* 
It  is  probable  that  his  intentions  were  discovered,  as  the  gentleman 
always  kept  fire  arms  in  his  house,  and  by  moonlight  was  often  ob- 
served sitting  behind  the  curtain  of  his  window,  ready  to  attack  any 
person  who  should  have  the  temerity  to  enter  his  premises.  Tho' 
Chambers  was  acquainted  with  every  circumstance,  yet  he  would 
not  desist  from  his  purpose.  Accordingly,  he  collected  as  many 
clothes,  as  would  make  up  the  appearance  of  a  man,  places  a  lad- 
der to  the  gentleman's  window,  and  mounting,  makes  the  head 
of  the  fictitious  man  to  strike  against  the  window.  The  old  man 
was  alarmed  with  the  noise,  instantly  fire&jiis  pistol,  and  down  he 
falls  to  the  ground, 

Meanwhile,  Chambers  hastens  down  the  ladder,  and  retires  to 
his  companions,  who  were  waiting  at  the  back  of  the  house.     The 
gentleman  awoke  his  lady,  to  inform  her  of  what  had  happened, 
and  rejoice  with  him,  that  had  got  so  completely  free  of  him  who 
was  their  constant  terror. — u  To  prevent,  however,  any  expense 
or  trouble  about  him,  I  will  now  rise  and  dig  a  hole,  and  bury  him 
in  a  corner  of  the  adjoining  ground."    He  accordingly  went,  and 
taking  a  rope,  tied  it  about  the  man's  neck,  dragged  him  to  the  in- 
tended spot,  and  interred  him.     Chambers  observing  this,  places 
ihe  ladder  again  to  the  window,  whips,  up  the  sash,  and  went  to 
bed  to  the  lady.     Then,  assuming  the  voice  and  privileges  of  the 
trosbaud,  he  expressed  an  extreme  dread,  lest  the  ghost  of  the 
slain  man  might  still  haunt  the  house  and  steal  her  jewels :— he 
therefore  suggested  the  propriety  of  concealing  them  in  the  adja. 
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cent  roomt  The  credulous  lady,  supposing  that  it  was  her  mis- 
band,  delivered  the  casket,  and  Chambers  gently  slipping  down 
stairs,  hastened  to  his  companions  with  his  prey. 

When  the  husband  returned,  he  went  to  bed  :  The  lady  chid  him 
for  being  so  cold,  and  began  to  talk  to  him  of  the  safety  of  her 
rings  and  watches,  since  he  had  now  concealed  them.  The 
old  man  replied,  "  that  she  was  certainly  dreaming  or  delirious  $ 
.that  be  had  taken  none  of  her  rings,  nor  watch,  nor  jewels." 
She  with  equal  confidence  insisted  that  he  had,  and  mentioned 
a  certain  private  proof  of  his  being  there.  The  old  man  stormed, 
raged,  called  up  the  servants,  examined  every  thing,  and,  to  his 
great  mortification,  found  that  his  property  had  sunk  in  that  night 
jbo  less  than  fifteen  hundred  pounds..  To  discover  more  complete- 
ly the  matter,  he  went  next  day,  dug  up  the  dead  man,  and  found 
that  he  was' only  a  few  old  rags,  instead  of  tile  notorious  villain  he 
so  much  dreaded  and  detested ;  but  whom  he  had  now  much  more 
reason  to  detest,  as  he  had  both  invaded  his  conjugal  right,  and 
carried  off  his  no  less  precious  substance. 

The  next  adventure  of  Chambers  was  directed  against  the  ion- 
keeper  of  ih^  Greyhound.     His  wife  was  rather  handsome,  but  ex, 
ceedingly  facetious  ;  and  Chambers  being  often  there,  he  was  in* 
dined  to  act  .a  similar  part  to  what  had  been  transacted  at  Hunting* 
don.     He  directs  his  steps  thither,  and  pretending  to  have  been, 
attacked  by  thre?  men  ue^r  the  inn,  he  went  in  with  his  cloaths  ad 
besmeared.  The  travellers  who  were  hi  the  inn  condoled  with  him 
on  his  misfortune,  and  gave  him  a  change  of  cloaths  until  his  own 
should  be  cleaned.     To  remove  the  sorrow^of  the  sad  disaster,  he 
invited  six  of  his  fellow  travellers  with  the  landlord  and  his  wife  to 
supper.     The  glass,  circulated  freely.     The  wife  entertained  them 
with  several  appropriate  songs.    Chambers  was  careful  that  her 
glass  never  remained  long  empty.  In  a  short  time  he  with  pleasure 
saw  all  of  his  companions,  with  the  solitary  exception  of  the  land, 
lord,  sunk  in  the  arms  of  sleep..    He  proposed  that  they  should  be 
conveyed  to  bed,  and  two  or  three  stout  fellows,  came  to  per* 
form  that  office-     Chambers  was  so  obliging  as  to  lend  his  assis* 
tance,  w hiie  he  took  care  that  their  money  and  watches  should 
pay  for  his  trouble.   . 

Left  alone  with  the  landlord,  he  proposed  that  they  should  have 
au  additional  bottle*    Another  succeeded  before  the  landlord  was 
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III  a  condition  to  be  conveyed  to  rest,  in  aiding  the  servants  with 
the  corpulent  innkeeper,  he  discovered  the  geography  of  his  bed* 
*oom,  and,  finding  the  door  was  directly  opposite  to  his  own,  he* 
letired,  not  to  rest,  but  to  plot  and  to  perfect  his  villainy. 
'  When  he  was  convinced  that  the  wine  would  have  its  com* 
plete  effects  upon  the* deluded  pair,  he  revisited  the  bed-cham* 
Iter;  waited  some  time,  and  extracted  what  property  he  Could 
most  conveniently*  carry  away  ;  by  the  dawn  of  day,  dressed  him- 
self in  the  best  suit  of  clothes  which  his  bottle  companions  could  af- 
ford, called  for  the  horse  of  that  person  whoso  clothes  he  now  wore, 
left  two  guineas  with  the  waiter  to  pay  his  bill,  gate  half-a~ero*Vft 
to  the  hostler,  and  rode  off  for  London. 

The  first  enterprise  after  his  arrival,  was  attacking  an  Italian 
merchant  upon  the  Exchange.  He  took  htm  aside,  eagerly  en- 
quired what  goods  he  had  to  dispose  off,  and  entering  into  convert 
satiotv*  one  of  Chambers'  accomplices  approaching,  joins  the-coui. 
versatton.  Meanwhile  our  adventurer  found  means  to  extract 
from  his  pockets  a  large  purse  of  gold,  and  his  gold  watch  %  whtek 
toe  delivered  to  his  accomplice.  Not  satisfied  with  his  first  success,. 
and  observing  a  silk  handkerchief  suspended  from  his  pocket,  hi 
walked  behind  him  to  seize  it,  but  was  detected  in  the  act,  and 
kept  fast  hold  oflHty  the  merchant  crying  out,  thief!  thief  I  In  this, 
dilemma,  Chambers*  companion  runs  to  the  crier,  and  requested 
iim  to  give*  public  proclamation,  that  if  any  Most «  purse  of  gold, 
that,  upon  giving  proper  information,  it  would  be  restored*  With 
^he  expectation  of  finding  bis  money  again,  the  merchant  lets  gd 
%is  hold,  and  in  the  Crowd  Chambers-  and  his  friends  retired  with 
their  booty. 

But  Chambers  was  now  resolved  to  perform  an  action  worthy 
of  his  talent?..  He  hired  the  first  floor  of  a  house,  and  agreed  with 
the  landlord  for  fourteen  shillings  per  week  Having  been  taken 
for  a  man  of  fortune,  both  from  his  appearance  and  expense,  a> 
mutual  confidence  was  gradually  established:  When  his  plot  was 
matured,  he  one  day  entered,  with  a  very  pensive  and  sorrowful  look-,, 
the  apartment  of  his  landlord,  who  anxiously  enquired  the  cause  of 
kis  great  uneasiness  :  Chambers,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  informed 
him,  that  he  had  just  returned  from  Hampstead,  where  he  had  wit* 
nessed  the  death  of  a  beloved  brother,  who  had  left  him  his  sole 
keir,  with  an  express  injunction  to  convey  his  dear  remains  ta 
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Westminster  abbey  He  therefore  entreated  the  favour  of  being  al- 
lowed to  bring  bis  brother's  remains  at  a  certain  boar  to  bis  house, 
that  from  thence  they  night  be  conveyed  to  the  place  of  their  dej» 
tinatiom     His  request  was  readily  granted. 

Chambers  went  off  the  next  morning,  leaving  word,'  that  1he 
corps  would  be  there  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening.  At  the  ap- 
pointed hour  the  hearse  with  six  horses  arrived  at  the  door.  An 
elegant  coffin,  with  six  gilded  handles/ was  carried  up. stain,  and 
placed  upon  the  dining-room  table,  and  the  horses  were  coAveyed 
by  the  men  to  a  stable  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  informed 
the  landlord  that  Chambers  was  detained  on  business,  and  would 
probably  sleep  that  night  in  the  Strand. 

This  artful  rogue  was,  however,  confined  in  the  coffin,  in  which 
air-holes  were  made,  the  screw-nails  left  unfixed,  his  clothes  at 
oo,  and  only  a  winding-sheet  wrapped  above  all,  and  his  facedfe* 
guised  with  flour.  All  the  family  went  to  bed  except  the  maid- 
servant. Chambers  arose  from  his  confinement,  went  down. stairs 
to  the  kitchen,  wrapped  in  his  winding-sheet,  sat  down  and  stared 
the  maid  in  the  face,  who,  overwhelmed  with  fear,  cried  out,  m 
ghost !  a  ghoii  !  and  ran  up-stairs  to  her  master's  room.  He  caid 
her  unreasonable  fears,  and  requested  her  to  return  to  bed,  and 
compose  herself.'  She  obstinately  refused,  and  remained  in  the 
room. 

In  a  short  time,  however,  in  stalks  the  Stately  ghost,  took  his 
teat,  and  conferred  a  complete  sweat  and  a  terrible  fright  upon  alt 
three  who  were  present.  Retiring  from  his  station,  when  he  deemed 
it  convenient,  he  continued,  by  the  moving  of  the  doors,  and  the 
noise  raised  through  the  house,  to  conceal  his  designs*  In  the 
meantime  went  down-stairs,  opened  the  doors  to  his  accomplices, 
who  assisted  in  carrying  off  the  plate,  and  every  thing  which  could 
be  removed,  not  even  sparing  the  utensils  of  the  kitchen.  The 
maid  was  the  first  to  venture  from  the  room  in  the  morning,  and 
to  inform  her  master  and  mistress  of  what  had  happened,  who, 
mbre  thin  the  night  before,  chid  her  credulity  in  believing  that  a 
ghost  could  rob  a  houte,  or  carry  away  any  article  out  of  it.  .  la 
a  little,  however,  the  landlord  was  induced  to  rise  from  his  bed* 
move  down-stairs,  and  found,  to  his  astonishment  and  chagrin, 
that  the  whole  of  his  plate,  and  almost  the  whole  of  his  moveables, 
were  gone,  and  he  had  only  received  in  return  an  empty  coffin.    . 
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That  we  may  not  exhaust  the  patience  of  our  readers,  ire  sbaTJ 
pnly  add,  that  Chambers,  after  continuing  his  depredations,  and 
$etng  guilty  of  numerous  acts  of  consummate  art  and  villainy,  was  * 
at  last  detected,  tried ,.  sentenced,  and  finished  his  singular  and  vi- 
cious career  at  Tyburn* 


•» ' 
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(  Sir  G.ossEtiw'was  descended  of  very  honourable  parents  at 
JKorthallerton,  in  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  His  family 
jcame  into  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  who  assigned 
them  lands  for  their  services,  where  they  lived  in  great  repute, 
«ntU  the  days  of  Sir  Gosselin.  His  father  being  of  a  pious  turn,  in- 
tended his  son  for  the  priesthood,  and  for  this  purpose  sent  him  to 
college^  where. -he  prosecuted  his  studies  with  great  assiduity: and 
seeming  warmth*  .  As  he  was,  however,  the  heir  to  a  very,  hand* 
some,  fortune,  and  being  naturally  of  a  vicious  disposition,  he 
m&rejy  jjissemtyed  to  please  his  father,  until  he  should  get  posses- 
sion of  his  fortune. 

He  could  not  long  restrain  his  natural  habits,  and  he  soon  dis- 
played his  propensity  to  a  luxurious  and  profligate  life.  So  xu 
cious  was,  his  conduct,  that  he  broke  his  father's  heart.  Little 
good  can  be  expected  from  such  a  beginning,  and  unless  his  heart 
bad  been  naturally  depraved,  this  might  have  operated  somewhat 
to  reea!  him  to  the  steps  of  virtue.  But  his  newly  acquired 
wealth' only  gave  loose  to  the  reins  which  he  had  before  held  with 
a  careless  hand,  and  With  his  brother  Robert  he  soon  dissipated 
in  licentiousness  and  luxury  all  his  father  left  him.  They  now 
bad  recourse  to  the  highway  for  maintenance,  and  on  this  field 
they  were  no  less  conspicuous.  By  their  audacity  and  cruelty 
they  became  the  terror  of  the  country,  and  the  number  of  their 
associates  w£re  sp  great  as  even  to  alarm  the  state. .  Such  was  tho 
celebrity  of  Sir  Gosselin,  that  Shad  well  seems  to  keep  his  charac- 
ter in  view  in  the  plot  of  tbe  Libertine,  the  whole  of  which  bear* 

a  remarkable  coincidence  with  the  life  of  this  Knight. 
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The  first  enterprise  of  note  which  we  have  recorded  of  Sir  Gos* 
ielin,  is  one  in  which  he  was  joined  by  Middkton  and  Selby,  two 
robbers  of  that  time,  with  a  considerable  force.  Their  design 
was  to  rob  two  Cardinals, — sent  into  this  kingdom  by,  the  Pope  in 
the  time  of  Edward  II.,— which  they  accomplished  with  great  sue* 
cess.  Not  only  travellers,  but  monasteries,  churches,  nunneries, 
and  houses,  were  the  objects  of  their  attack,  .and  they  were  not 
merely  content  with  booty,  bat  barbarously  murdered  whoever 
made  the  least  opposition.  A  Dominican  monk,  of  the  name  of 
Andrew  Simpson,  was  once  met  by  our  kinght  and  his  associates, 
and  obliged  to  surrender  his  purse ;  wishing,  however,  to  make 
pastime  of  him,  they  forced  him  to  mount  a  tree  and  preach  an 
extempore  sermon. 

The  monk  selected  for  his  text  these  words :  u  A  certain  man 
went  down  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves, 
who  stripped  him  of  his  raiment  and  wonnded  him,  and  departed, 
leaving  him  half  dead."  He  commenced  by  explaining  the  con. 
text,— viz.  that  a  certain  lawyer  came  to  Christ,  asking  what 
he  should  do  to  inherit  eternal  life.  He  recommended  to  him, 
love  to  his  neighbour ;  and  to  enforce  this,  represented  the  parable, 
or  the  fact,  upon  which  the  text  is  founded;— even  that  a  priest 
and  a  levite  had  parsed  by  this  poor  man  without  compassion, 
but  a  Samaritan  had'  compassion,  and  did  what  he  could  to  heal 
his  wounds,  and  to  relieve  his  necessities. 

The  monk  then  proceeded  to  divide  his  text  in  the  following 
manner  ; — to  shew  the  danger  of  travelling ;  the  persons  from 
whom  the  danger  arose,  and  the  danger  itself,  even  the  probable 
loss  of  both  goods  and  life. 

In  illustrating  the  first,  he  mentioned  that  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants in  a  town  affords  protection  to  a  stranger.;  it  is  otherwise 
in  the  open  country,  where  a  man  may  only  move  a  few  miled 
from  his  own  house  when  he  may  fall  among  thieves.  The  man 
mentioned  in  the  text  had  only  to  go  from  Jerusalem!  to  Jericho, 
which  is  six  miles,  but  hating  to  go  through  a  desart  infested 
with  thieves,  he  met  with  the  accident  related. 

He,  in  the  second  place,  adverted  to  those  who  exposed  honest 
travellers  itpop  the  road ;  even  those  who  abandon  themselves 
to  indolence,  and  follow* unlawful* pleasures,  such  as  drunkenness 
gaming,  and  other  vices,  and  become  thieves  to  maintain  their 
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extravagancies.  And  if  it  is  evil  to  prevent  a  man  from  receiving- 
an  advantage,  it  is  more  criminal  to  take  from  a  man  what  is  his 
property;  hence  both  the  law  of  God  and  man  has  made  this  a 
capital  offence.  There  are  three  kinds  of  stealing  :  The  taking 
away  what  is  another  man's  ;  the  taking  that  by  rapine  or  force ; 
and  sacrilege,  the  taking  away  that  which  is  devoted  to  an  holy 
use  ;  of  the  last  kind  of  stealing  you  have  now  been  guilty. 

"  But  you,  gentlemen,  are  not  the  only  thieves   in  the  world. 
Princes,  when  they  impose  unnecessary  taxes ;  subjects,  when  they 
refuse  to  pay  lawful  taxes  ;  tradesmen,  who  give  wrong  measure  or 
weight,  and  who  neglect  to  pay  their  accounts  $  masters,  who  de- 
lay to  pay  the  wages  of  their  servants  ;  or  servants  who  neglect 
the  work  or  interest  of  their  masters.  -  Physicians,  apothecaries, 
taylors,  butchers,  lawyers,  and  a  tedious  catalogue,  are  all  belong- 
ing to  your  fraternity.     These   are  110  better  in  many  of  their 
transactions  than  thieves,  who  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 
f  The  inference  then  follows,  "  Thou  shalt  not  steal."     This  i» 
a  positive  precept  delivered  by  God  himself,  to  all  kinds  of  thieves 
under  whatever  garb  and  colour.     They  who  leave  the  paths  of 
honesty  and   commence  thieves,   should  they  not  come   to  an 
untimely  end  by  the  gallows,  may  fall  in  combat,  or  meet  with 
some  other  signal  punishment  from  the  hand  of  God  ;  and  so  in- 
volve themselves  and  their  families  in  lasting  disgrace,  while  they 
themselves  are  hurried  away  to  endless  torments  in  another  world. 
It  may  be  that  you  may  live  long,   and  frequently  escape  before 
you  are  apprehended,  but  you  cannot  fly  from  your  consciences, 
which  will  continually  harrass,  torment,  and  fill  you  with  fear.     Ill 
acquired  wealth  is  more  corroding  than  the  loss  of  fortune  ;  the 
latter  only  troubles  the  mind  once,  the  former  continually.     Gen. 
tlemen,  have  an  eye  upon  the  end  as  well  as  upon  the  beginning  of 
things. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  the  beginning  of  theft  is  an  entrance  into  a 
a  prison,  where  your  companions  are  hunger,  thirst,  shackle, 
bolts,  iron,  and  vermin,  and  the  end  hanging,  unless  you  meet 
with  an  adversary  as  favourable  as  Edward  the  Confessor.  1  will 
relate  the  story  for  your  instruction .  While  Edward  was  one 
morning  in  bed,  a  poor  courtier  entered  his  chamber,  went  up  to 
his  coffer,  and  took  away  as  much  money  as  he  could,  and,  unsatis- 
fied, returned  a  second  time.     But,  when  attempting  a  third  timer 
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he  interrupted  him,  saying,  that  *if  his  treasurer  detected  him  in 
the  act  he  would  be  in  danger  of  his  life.  The  treasurer  immedi- 
ately entered  the  room,  but  the  King  desired  him  to  allow  the 
man  to  go,  as  he  had  more  need  of  the  money  than  him. 

"  The  inference  from  this  fact  is,  that  persons  of  your  profes- 
sion may  sometimes  escape  ;  but,  iii  a  continued  course,  you  may 
expect  also  to  meet  with  deserved  punishment.  The  punishments  of 
'God  are  not  always  sudden,  but  they  are  always  certain*  unless  re- 
pentance ensue." 

He  next  adverted  to  the  circumstance^  that  the  sin  of  stealing 
Was  obligatory,  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  restore  what  they 
had  unjustly  taken  away.  Having  produced  an  instance  of  a 
young  robber  reformed  by  the  expostulations  of  the  Apostle  John, 
he  concluded  with  earnestly  admonishing  them  to  repentance. 

It  might  be  imagined;  that  this  discourse  would  have  awakened 
our  adventurers  to  a  better  sense  of  their  conduct ;  but  they  were 
too  far  plunged  in  iniquity  to  reform.  They  continued  their 
course,  and  every  day  became  more  formidable,  and  robbed. with 
such  boldness,  that  Country  seats  were  forsaken,  and  safety  sought 
in  fortified  cities.  They  defeated  forces  sent  out  to  suppress 
them,  and  were  not  deterred  from  any  project,  either  ,by  the 
greatness  of  the  danger,  or  the  greatness  of  the  individuals  con- 
cerned. The  king,  on  a  tour  through  the  North  of  England,  was 
beset  by  the  gang  in  priests'  habits,  and. he  and  his  nobles  had  to 
Submit  themselves  to  be  rifled.  This  robbery  was  highly  resent- 
ed, and  several  proclamations,  offering  great  rewards,  were  issued 
for  the  apprehension  of  any  of  them.  The  promise  of  the  pre- 
mium bred  traitors  among  themselves,  and  in  less  than  a  month 
afterwards  sixty  were  delivered  up  to  justice. 

The  last  recorded  exploit  of  Sir  Gosselin  and  his  remaining  as- 
sociates^ was  an  attack  which  he  made  upon  the  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham. They  rifled  his  palace  of  every  thing  valuable,  and  mal- 
treated, not  Only  himself,  but  his  servants  and  family.  But  the 
fortune  of  our  knight  seemed  now  on  the  wane. 
•  His  amours  were  many,  and  dmong  them  was  one  witb'the  wife 
*jf  a  publican  whose  house  he  used  to  frequent,  not  so  much  for 
the  goodness  of  the  ale,  as  the  beauty  of  the  hostess.  The  hus- 
band,  however^  Sought  hte  revenge  in  due  season^   and  Defrayed 

the  knight  arid  his  men  one  evening  while  th^y  were  carousing  in 
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Iris  bouse.  The  Sheriff  and  five  hundred  men  surrounded  the  par- 
ty, who  fought  with  desperation.  It  was  not  before  two  hundred 
of  the  besiegers  had  fallen,  and  that  they  were  completely  hemmed 
in,  that  they  surrendered.  They  were  escorted  under  a  strong 
guard  to  Turk,  where,  without  the  privilege  of  a  trial,  they  were 
immediately  executed,  to  the  joy  of  thousands,  the  satisfaction  of 
the  great,  and  the  desire  of  the  commonalty,  who  waited  upon  them 
to  die  scaffold,  triumphing  in  their  ignominious  exit. 


ROBIN   HOOD. 

Such  is  the  celebrity  of  this  character,  and  such  is  the  inter* 
esting  and  humourous  nature  of  his  exploits,  that  we  will  be  excus- 
ed from  giving  rather  a  lengthened  account  of  him.  The  accounts 
of  his  genealog}  are  very  various,  and  the  traditional  stories  of 
Mm  as  fictitious  among  the  country  people,  as  the  thefts  of  Mercury 
among  the  heathens.  He  was  said  by  some  to  have  been  the  Karl  of 
Huntingdon,  and  born  in  Henry  IPs.  time ;  and  by  others  he  is  said 
to  have  been  the  child  of  two  shepherds  who  were  inhabitants  of 
Nottinghamshire,  and  born  in  the  same  reign.  At  an  early  period 
of  life  he  was  trained  to  the  occupation  of  a  butcher,  but  his  roving 
disposition  was  soon  disgusted  with  that  industrious  employment. 
In  a  short  time  he  associated  with  a  small  band  of  robbers,  and  from 
bis  daring  and  undaunted  temper,  he  soon  obtained  the  command. 

The  active  and  promising  talents  of  Robin  were  so  dexterously  ez« 
hibited  in  a  visit  to  his  uncle  at  a  Christmas,  that  the  old  man  cooceiv- 
ed  a  strong  affection  for  him,  and  dying  soon  after,  left  him  his  sole 
heir.  In  the  possession  of  some  wealth,  Robin  began  to  display 
both  his  liberality  to  the  poor,  and  his  hospitality  to  his  friends,  am 
that  in  a  little  time  he  was-  very  popular  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  coffers  of  our  adventurer  were,  however,  soon  emptied.  Hit 
ingenuity  then  suggested  the  expedient  of  robbing  the  rich  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  the  poor.  In  all  his  depredations,  he  never  in- 
jured a  poor  man,  but,  on  the  contrary',  supplied  bin  with  money 
for  his  present  wants. 

One  Little  John,  a  servant  of  his  uncle,  now  became  his  con* 
fidaat  and  companion  in  robbery.    Too  first  recorded  exploit  of 
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these  two  heroes,  assisted  by  other  fifteen  associates,  was  an  at- 
tack upon  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle  and  his  retinae.  Informed  that 
the  prelate  was  on  his  way  to  the  capital,  Robin  met  him  on  the 
the  south  side  of  Ferrybridge,  Yorkshire,  and  though  his  retinue 
consisted  of  fifty  men,  he  attacked  the  Bishop,  took  from  him 
eight  hundred  merks,  tied  him  to  a  tree;  , constrained  him  to  sing 
mass,  untied  him,  placed  him  upon  his  horse  with  his  tace  to  the 
tail,  and  obliged  him  in  that  position  to  ride  to  London. 

Though  the  bishop  made  severe  complaints  to  the  King  against 
the  indignity  which  had  been  offered  him,  yet,  Robin  and  his  men 
were  resolved  to  be  spectators  of  an  hunting  match,  where  the 
King  and  most  of  his  courtiers  were  to  be  present.  The  royal 
train  vied  with  each  other  at  the  shooting  of  the  bow  ;  but  Ro- 
bin, stepping  forward,  engaged,  at  the  risk  of  an  hundred  merks, 
to  single  out  three  of  his  own  companions  who  would  excel  any- 
other  three  who  should  be  opposed  to  thera.  The  King  took  up 
the  wager,  and  the  Queen,  admiring  the  bolduess  of  the  stranger, 
laid  a  thousand  pounds,  with  the  King,  upon  his  side.  Her  ex- 
ample was  imitated  by  several  of  the  courtiers. 

Matters  thus  arranged,  Robin  drew  his  bow,  and  shot  almost  in- 
to'the  centre  of  the  clout.  Little  John  vanquished  his  antagonist, 
and  struck  the  black  mark.  Midge  the  Miller  clave  the  pin  in 
the  centre  of  the  black  mark ;  and  the  Queen  and  all  her  party 
shouted  with  joy.  The  King,  however,  some  time  after,  obtained 
intelligence  that  it  was  Robin  and  his  men  who  had  conquered 
his  attendants  at  the  bow,  and  sent  put  detachments  in  search  of 
them  throughout  the  whole  Kingdom.  Robin  went  from  place  to 
place  to  evade  their  search,  and  at  last  repaired  to /London,  until 
the  hue  and  cry  were  over.  Robin  then  returned  to  his  old  haunt, 
to  the  great  joy  of  his  companions. 

He  next  resolved  to  undertake  an  excursion  unattended  by  any 
of  his  men  ;  and  taking  a  by. path,  he  came  to  a  small  hut,  where, 
being  admitted,  he  found  an  old  widaw  weeping  and  lamenting 
her  hard  fate.  Robin,  moved  with  compassion,  enquired  into  the 
cause  of  her  distress,  was  informed  that  she  was  behind  in  her  rent, 
and  that  her  landlord  was  about  to  take  her  all,  and  turn  her  to  the 
door*  He  desired  her  to  take  comfort,  pulled  off  his  laced  coat, 
put  on  an  old  coat  given  him  by  the  widow,  and  took  his  seat  by 
the  fire  side.    The  hard-hearted  landlord  in  a  short  time  appeared, 
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and  urged  his  demand.  Robin  began  to  intercede  in  her  behalf, 
and  used  various  arguments  to  gain  a  delay.  All  was  unavailing  ; 
lie  was  answered  by  the  landlord,  that  he  must  have  his  rent,  else 
he  would  seize  her  goods,  and  turn  her  out  of  his  house. 

Robin  then  drew  out  his  purse,  demanded  the  receipt,  and  paid 
the  rent,  to  the  unspeakable  joy  of  the  poor  widow.  When  the 
landlord  was  about  to  depart,  Robin  advised  him,  as  the  neigh, 
bourhood  was  infested  with  robbers,  to  tarry  all  night.  The 
other  obstinately  refused,  and  added,  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  be. 
ing  robbed  by  any  person.  Accordingly,  he  set  out  on  his  jour- 
ney. Robin  dressed  himself  in  his  laced  coat,  mounted  his  horse, 
and  pursued.  Coming  up  with  the  landlord  at  a  place  where  he 
was  certain  that  he  behoved  to  pass,  he  requested  him  to  deliver 
up  his  money.  He  was  instantly  stripped  of  the  rent,  and  a  great 
deal  more,  and  our  generous  hero  returned  to  quarter  with  the 
widow. 

He  was  scarcely  returned,  when  the  landlord  knocked  at  the 
door j  the  good  woman  knew  his  stern  voice,  and  immediately  re. 
ceived  him  under  her  hospitable  roof.  He  informed  them,  that  he 
had  only  gone  a  little  way,  when  he  was  robbed  by  a  man  with  a 
laced  coat  Robin  chid  him  for  neglecting  to  follow  his  friendly 
advice,  and  repeated  his  entreaties  that  he  would  still  continue. 
The  obstinate  man',  however,  refused,  and  again  renewed  his 
journey  with  an  empty  purse. 

The  ensuing  adventure  of  Robin  was  of  a  more  splendid  na- 
ture. The  King  had  determiued  to  make  a  progress  into  the 
north  of  England,  and  Robin,  on  learning  his  intention,  was  am. 
bitious  of  joiuing  the  retinue  of  his  Majesty.  He  arrayed  himself 
and  about  sixty  of  his  merry  men  all  upon  white  horses,  richly  bar. 
nassed  and  completely  armed.  During  that  period,  the  Kings  of 
England  were  not  attended  with  their  horse-guards ;  their  retinue 
consisted  only  of  about  thirty  men.  Robinhood,  who  rode  the  fore- 
most in  his  train,  addressed  the   King  in   the  following  manner : 

My  Leige,"  said  he,  "  by  our  dress,  we  might  seem  to  you  to 
be  persons  of  qnality  and  fortune  ;  but  I  must  take  the  liberty  to 
inform  you,  that  we  are  persons  of  a  different  character.  I  was 
born  of  honest  parents,  who  left  me  a  small  fortune,  which  I  have 
since  squandered,  and  much  more,  I  reckon  myself  one  of  yowr 
countrymen,  who  find  themselves  happy  in  having  spent  all  upon 
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good  living.**  The  King  replied  :  "  What  mean  you,  Sir,  by  this 
mysterious  mode  of  speaking  ?  explain  yourself,  for  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  your  meaning."  "  Understand  me  I"  answered 
Robin,  (4  my  actions  are  well  known  throughout  the  whole  king. 
tiom.  I  have  only  to  inform  your  Majesty,  that  having  exhausted 
all  our  means,  these  men  have  made  me  their  Captain,  and  we  col- 
lect taxes  upon  the  road,  not  to  feed  insolent  ministers  as  you  do  ; 
but  we  take  from  the  rich  to  give  to  the  poor,  who  participate  of 
our  daily  bounty.  Your  generosity,  I  hope,  will  deem  me  worthy 
of  a  little  ;  it  is  your  money  that  I  want,  Sire,  and  then  you  may 
proceed  on  your  journey ."  Perceiving,  from  the  superiority  of 
numjbers,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  resist,  the  King  presented  him  with 
a  purse,  which,  from  its  weight,  Robin  deemed  sufficient  to  supply 
present  wants. 

Robin's  adventures  were  sometimes  of  a  solitary,  as  well  as 
of  a  social  nature.  One  day  happening  to  travel  alone,  he  disco- 
vered a  fine  looking  young  roan,  sitting  pensively  under  a  tree. 
He  advanced  towards  him,  and  demanded  the  cause  of  his  dejecr 
tion.  The  youth  replied,  that  he  should  have  been  married  to  a 
gentleman's  daughter  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  that  sordid  mo- 
tives had  induced  her  father  to  bestow  her  on  a  richer  lover,  who 
was  this  day  to  lead  her  to  the  altar.  Robin  bade  him  be  of  good 
cheer,  for  that  he  should  have  both  his  love  and  her  fortune.  lie 
immediately  took  the  young  man  along  with  him  to  his  comrades', 
then  he  hastened  to  the  church,  where  he  began  to  converse 
with  the  bishop  upon  some  points  in  religion. 

Meanwhile,  in  came  the  wealthy  knight  and  his  beautiful  young 
bride  to  be  married.  Robin  remarked  to  the  bishop,  that  it  was  mat. 
ter  of  regret  to  see  such  a  young  woman  married  to  an  old  man, 
and  that  she  ought  to  marry  her  lawful  bridegroom  j  whereupon  he 
made  a  signal,  upon  which  appeared  the  discarded  lover,  follow. 
ed  by  twenty  armed  men.  After  some  altercation,  the  old  suitor 
was  dismissed, .  and  the  young  pair  joyfully  returned  with  the 
party  to  Sherwood  to  spend  their  honeymoon. 

Robin  once  disguised  himself  in  a  friar's  habit,  and  travelling 
by  himself,  met  two  priests,  whom  he  entreated  to  assist  a  brother 
of  the  holy  function  in  distress.  To  this  they  answered,  that  they 
would  most  willingly  have  done  so,  but  that  they  had  been  at. 
tacked  by  a  gang  of  robbers,  who  had  not  left  them  a  sixpence# 
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Robin,  suspecting  their  integrity,  was  determined  to  discover,  by 

stratagem,  if  they  really,  had  wherewithal  to  meet  hi*  demand. 

He  proposed  that  they  should  all  kneel  in  prayer  to  the  Virgin 

Mary  to  send  them  some  money.     After  they  had  all  devoutly 

prayed,  he  enquired  what  money  the  holy  Mother  had  sent  them. 

They  replied,  that  they  had  been  unsuccessful.     Upon  this  our 

adventurer  fell  into  a  dreadful  passion,  exclaiming,  that  they  were 

all  a  race  of  imposing  and  deceitful  rogues,  for  that  it  was  not 

possible  that  the  Virgin  would  allow  them  to  pray  for  nothing* 

le  accordingly  searched  their  pockets,  and  drew  from  hence  four 

rundred  pieces  of  gold.     The  bereaved  friars  were  now  about  to 

iepart,  but  Robin  constrained  them  to  stop,  and  to  take  an  oath 

hat  they  would  not  again  lie  to  a  brother,  friar,  nor  intrude  upon 

he  sacred  rights  of  virgins  or  married  men. 

At  another  time,  as  Robin  was  riding  towards  Londpn,  he  met 
with  a  gentleman  upon  the  road,  who,  from  his  appearance,, 
thought  Robin  one  of  the  same  class  of  society.  He  strongly  ad. 
monished  Robin  to  return  with  him,  as  the  way  was  infested  with 
robbers.  He  complied,  and  as  tbey  conversed,  Robin  informed 
him,  that  as  he  had  only  ten  guineas  upon  him,  he  would  put 
them  into  bis  mouth,  least  he  should  be  attacked.  The  gentleman 
replied,  that  he  had  concealed  his  money  in  the  bottom  of  his 
stockings,  and  also  that  he  had,  besides,  a  considerable  sum  upon 
him,  which  he  had  received  from  his  tenants  that  day.  They  had 
not  prosecuted  their  journey  above  a  mile,  when  Robin  found  a 
convenient  place  to  undeceive  the  gentleman,  by  demanding  his 
money.  The  gentleman,  surprised  by  the  unexpected  demand, 
but  unable  to  resist,  surrendered  his  purse,  and  Robin  left  him  to 
regret  his  rashness  in  so  freely  communicating  his  secrets  to  a 
itranger. 

The  nejrt  adventure  of  Robin  was  with  a  butcher,  of  whom  he 
purchased  all  his  stock,  and  going  to  the  market,  sold  them  at  re* 
duced  prices,  and  also  treated  his  customers  into  the  bargain. 
JThe  Sheriff  of  the  county  hearing  of  this,  and  supposing  that  he 
was  some  country  spark,  from  whom  a  good  bargain  might  be  ob- 
tained, intruded  himself  into  the  company,  and  entering  into  con. 
versation  with  Robin,  enquired  if  he  had  any  more  cattle  to  sell. 
u  I  have,"  said  he,  "  two  or  three  hundred  head  at  home,  and 
an  hundred  acres  of  good  land  to  feed  them  on,  and  if  you  will 
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purchase  them,  you  may  have  a  good  penny-worth.  The  Squire 
agreed,  and  taking  with  him  four  hundred  pounds  in  gold,  set  for. 
ward  with  Robin  to  complete  the  purchase.  He  led  him  into  a 
solitary  road,  where  the  dread  of  meeting  with  robbers  began  to 
alarm  the  Squire.  He  had  scarcely  expressed  his  fears,  when 
Little  John  and  fifty  of  his  associates  appeared.  Robin  desired 
them  to  take  the  Sheriff  to  dinner,  assuring  them  that  he  had 
plenty  of  monvy  to  pay  his  part.  Accordingly  a  collation  was 
prepared  for  the  Sheriff,  and  after  dinner  he  was  led  into  a  thick 
part  of  the  wood,  and  stripped  of  all  his  gold. 

Robin  was  once  travelling  in  the  disguise  of  an  old  shoemaker, 
With  his  work  apron  about  him.  He  entered  an  inn  on  the  road 
to  Newcastle,  and  being  pretty  liberal  in  bis  expences,  the  land, 
lord  accommodated  him  with  a  good  room.  The  house  was  so  full 
of  guests,  that  beds  were  soon  wanting.  A  friar  came  to  the  inn, 
at  a  late  hour,  and  there  was  no  place  for  him  but  to  sleep  with 
the  shoemaker,  to  which  necessity  constrained  him.  Robin, had 
no  objections  to  such  a  companion.  The  friar,  from  the  fatigue  of 
his  journey,  soon  sunk  into  a  profound  sleep.  Robin  was  resolved 
to  sleep  no  more  that  night,  and  began  to  ruminate  how  he  could 
most  conveniently  make  the  friar  pay  for  his  night's  lodgings.  By 
dawn  he  arose,  dressed  himself  in  the  monk's  clothes,  ordered  the 
hostler  to  bring  him  the  holy  man's  horse,  presented  him  with  a 
crown,  and  rode  off  with  all  possible  expedition. 

The  friar,  being  worn  out  with  his  journey,  slept  next  morn, 
tag  until  seven.  He  lifted  up  his  eyes,  found  his  bed-fellow  gone, 
and  searching  for  his  clothes,  he  saw  nothing  but  the  old  dirty 
rags  of  the  shoemaker.  The  friar,  in  a  rage,  called  for  the 
landlord,  but  the  servants,  supposing  that  it  was  the  poor  shoe- 
maker, were  in  no  haste  to  answer,  and  even  proceeded  to 
threaten  him  for  disturbing  the  house  in  that  -rude  manner.  It 
was  not  long,  however,  until  they  discovered  their  mistake,  and 
that  this  was  indeed  the  friar,  but  that  the  shoemaker  was  gone. 
The  landlord,  to  relieve  his  visitor  from  this  awkward  dilemma, 
'  lent  him  money  and  clothes  to  enable  him  to  reach  home. 

The  Bishop  of  Ely  (YVirliam  Longchamp)  was  among  the 
favoured  few  who  attracted  the  attention  of  our  adventurer. 
When  Robin  was  travelling  one  day  on  Dunsmore  Heath,  he  met 
the  Bishop  with  a  small  retinue,  and  pretending  acquaintance 
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with  one  of  the  servants,  accosted  him  frankly,  and  expressed 
himself  overjoyed  at  having  met  with  such  a  goodly  company, 
when  robberies  were  so  frequent ;  and  that  he  would  not  now  be 
tike  least  afraid  of  the  immense  sum  of  money  which  he  carried 
.  with  him.     His  Lordship,  from  his  speech,  believed  him  to  be  an 
honest  man,  and  Robin  entertained  the  Bishop  and  retinue  with 
the  drollery  of  his  conversation.     After  he  had  accompanied  them 
for  a  considerable  way,  he  said  he  was  so  thankful  for  their  escort, 
that  he  would  ride  before  and  prepare  an  excellent  refreshment 
at  the  next  place  they  shonld  stop ;  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse, 
and  soon  disappeared.     When  he  was  far  enough  from  them,  he 
ro<?e  into  the  thickest  of  the  wood,  tied  his  horse  to  a  tree,  and 
returned  with  all  possible  speed  to  the  company.     He  appeared 
in  great  distress,  and  declared  he  had  been  robbed  of  every  thing, 
and  had  had  great  difficulty  in  escaping  with  his  life.     This  news 
spread  great  consternation,  and  the  Bishop  requested  Robin  to 
shew  the  road  the  robbers  had  taken,  and  ordered  his  servants  to 
pursue  them.     He  directed  them  to  follow  a  road  which  did  not 
interrupt  his  journey  to  the  next  town.     His  business  was  now 
with  the  bishop,  whom  he  ordered  to  deliver  his  purse  or  hazard 
the  consequences.     This  was  not  a  time  for  argument,  expedition 
was  the  word.     Robin  made  off  with  his  booty  iuto  the  wood 
where  he  left  his  horse,  and  mounting,  made  the  best  of  his  way 
to  a  place  of  refuge.     The  retinue,  upon  their  return,    were 
sorry  to  inform  the  Bishop  they  could  not  find  the  thieves,  while 
he,  with  equal  chagrin,  informed  them  that  the  only  thief  remained 
with  him,  and  that  henceforth  he.  would  never  put  much  trust  in  a 
man  who  pretended  too  much  honesty. 

Robin's  ingenuity  served  him  upon  all  occasions ;  being  in  an 
inn  near  Buckingham,  where  some  people  were  keeping  a  wake, 
he  observed  a  farmer  enter  the  house  with  a  bag  full  of  money 
under  his  arm ;  the  farmer  overjoyed  at  his  success  in  the  mar- 
ket, wished  to  join  in  the  diversion  :  He  requested  leave  to 
enter  into  the  wake,  in  which  Robin  joined  him,  and  they  both 
partook  of  the  merriment.  Robin  left  the  room,  and  having  a 
great  eye  after  the  farmer's  money,  he  imparted  his  scheme  to  the 
hostler,  whom  he  found  as  great  a  knave  as  himself.  Together 
they  exercised  their  wif,  and  dressed  the  large  bull  dog  belongiog 
to  the  house  in  a  cow's  hide,  with  the  horns  projecting  from  his 
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forehead.  Robin  returned  to  the  company,  who  were  dancing 
and  capering  in  the  height  of  jollity,  while,  with  the  assistance  of 
a  ladder,  his  accomplice  reached  the  top  of  the  chimney,  and  at  a 
convenient  moment  precipitated  the  dog  through  the  sooty  fun* 
nel.  In  a  moment  all  was  confusion  and  dismay ;  the  yelling  of 
the  dog,  and  his  frightful  appearance,  made  them  believe  it  was 
the  devil,  which  caused  every  one  make  the  best  use  of  his  heels* 
The  lights  were  extinguished,  the  tables  overset,  the  bottles 
broken,  and  all  were  confounded  except  our  hero,  who,  in  the 
scramble,  made  off  with  the  farmer's  money,  and  the  wig  of  a  rich 
citizen  who  lay  prostrate  on  the  floor.  When  order  was  restored, 
the  hundred  merks  were  amissing,  and  all  concluded  that  the 
devil  had  made  free  with  it,  to  punish  the  covetous  and  hard  dis- 
position of  the  farmer. 

Travelling  in  the  character  of  a  gentleman,  Robin  arrives  at  a 
beautiful  villa,  near  Taunton  Bridge  in  Yorkshire,  where  he  ob- 
serves an  old  gentleman  walking  in  the  pleasure  grounds.  Ro- 
bin enquired  at  the  porter's  lodge,  if  strangers  of  respectabi- 
lity were  permitted  to  view  the  grounds  ;  being  answered  as  he 
wished,  he  alighted,  and  giving  his  horse  to  the  gardener  to  hold, 
followed  the  walk  on  which  he  had  observed  the  proprietor.  They 
soon  met,  and  Robin  made  a  polite  apology  for  his  intrusion, 
upon  which  the  gentleman  assured  him  he  was  heartily  welcome, 
and  that  he  would  himself  shew  the  policies..  Havi  ng  arrived  at 
a  quiet  and  sequestered  walk,  4f  Sir,"  says  Robin,  *4  I  hear  you 
are  extremely  charitable,  and  I  must  make  bold  to  borrow  the 
money  you  have  upon  you,  as  travelling  in  this  county  is  so  very 
expensive."  The  gentleman  looked  very  foolish,  but  resist- 
ance was  in  vain,  and  he  resigned  his  gold.  u  Now,". says  Ro- 
bin, ci  you  must  have  a  binding  obligation  of  me  for  the  security 
of  your  money."  This  the  other  thought  somewhat  honourable, 
until  he  discovered  that  Robin  insisted  on  tying  him  to  a  tree^z 
Wishing  the  gentlemen  good  evening,  assured  him  he  would  find  hiin. 
honourable,  and  that  "  he  would  not  break  the  ties  under  vshich 
he  teas  bound."  tie  gave  the  gardener  a  crown,  mounted  his  horse, 
and  left  the  stranger  to  reflect  upon  the  stability  of  his  security. 

On  his  way  to  Sherwood,  he  met  Lord  Longshamp,  who  was 
attended-  with  three  servants ;  but  Robin,  possessing  a  great 
share  of  personal  courage,  rode  up  to  his  Lordship,  aud  addressed 
him  as  follows  :  "  I  have  a  great  occasion  for  a  little  money  at  this 
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time  ;  so  deliver  what  you  have,  or  expect  a  knock  on  the  pate**' 
Says  his  Lordship,  "  How  dare  you,  Sirrah,  have  the  impudence 
to  stop  a  nobleman  ?  Let  me  get  off  my  horse,  and  I'll  fight  you 
at  quarter.stafiV*  "  Why,  truly,"  replied  Robin,  "  that's  a 
fair  challenge,  and  I  should  be  very  willing  to  accept  of  it  ;  but 
I  doubt,  when  you  are  off  your  horse,  instead  of  fighting  yon'll  run 

away,  as  you  did  when  you  betrayed  the  poor  Duke  of 

I  won't  put  it  in  your  power  to  run  away  ;  so  pray,  Sir,  don't 
stand  prating,  but  deliver  what  you  have  instant!}."  Says  his 
Lordship,  c*  What  the  devil  are  my  servants  doing  there?  What ! 
three  great  cowardly  dogs  of  you,  and  all  stand  still  to  see  me  rob- 
bed by  one  poor  thief?"  ?4  Thief!"  replied  Robin,  4t  J,  am  a 
gentleman  bred  and  Ijorn,  and  you  see  I  live  by  my  sword  and 
staff;  therefore  don't  rely  on  your  servants  assistance  ;  for  the 
iirst  of  them  that  offers  to  lay  his  hanfl  to  his  sword,  is  a  dead  man, 
as  you  ace,  if  you  make  any  more  words  ;"  offering,  as  if  he 
-would  strike  him.  His  Lordship  cried  out  for  quarter,  and  gave 
him  a  brace  of  hundred  pounds.  Robin  then  proceeded  to  Sher, 
wood,  to  carouse  with  his.  companions. 

With  all  his  faults,  Robin  was  ever  the  friend  of  the  distressed, 
and  the  punisher  of  the  oppressor.  He  was  generous  to  the  poor, 
and  hated  the  rich  who  were  covetous.  We  might  swell  our 
pages  with  instances  of  his  charity  and  generosity.  But  haying 
already  related  so  many  of  his  adventures,  we  shall  content  pur. 
selves  with  another  of  this  nature.  Having  been  at  Wantage,  a 
market  for  corn,  he  happened  to  be  in-  compauy  with  a  great  fore* 
staller,  who  that  day  had  purchased  an  immense  quantity  pf  grain, 
which  he  intended  to  keep  up  until  the  prices  should  rise.  Robin, 
however,  made  him  an  advantageous  offer  for  the  whole,  and  laid 
down  the  money.  Our  hero  immediately  ordered  all  the  corn  to  be 
distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  county,  and  the  old  miser  having 
taken  the  road,  Robin  followed  and  overtook  him.  The  countryman, 
shaking  in  every  joint  and  limb,  asked,  "  Whether  he  thought  it 
justice  to  take  from  him  his  gqods  and  money,  too  ?"  Says  Robin, 
44  Why,  han't  I  paid  you  for  your  corn  honestly,  and  can  you  have 
the  impudence  to  talk  of  justice,  when  there's  none  in  the  world 
acts  more  unjustly  than  a  forestaller  of  corn  ?  Sirrah,  there's  no 
vermin  in  the  land  like  you,  who  blander  both  heaven  and  earth 
with  pretended  dearths,  when  there  is  no  scarcity  at  all  :  So  talk, 
no  more  of  your  justice  and  honesty,  but  immediately  deliver  your 
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(ov  crow*  for  Tim.**  Cpam  this  th* 
satrreudered  a  bag  (MtniBg  his  ovi  no* 
ie  skit  quantity.  Robin  then  dbuuss+d  the  mi* 
hang  wi>tch,  with  a  cannon,  never  to  sound  a  £a!ae  scarrirv,  or 
faresta*  aV  Tartan!  of  -be  poor* 

R  coin's  erf  kits  were  now  so  notorious,  that  a  great  many 
warrants  were  issaed  lor  his  apprehension.  Among  others  who 
WFie  possessed  of  these  warrants  was  a  tinker,  whom  Robin  met 
ob  the  road  to  Nottingham.  He  accosted  him,  and  enquired 
where  he  frred,  as  be  heard  there  was  nothing  bnt  bad  news 
abroad.  "  What  bad  news,"  ei claimed  the  tinker  ?  "  I  hear 
no  other  news  than  the  universal  search  after  Robin  H  »od,  and  I 
hare  a  warrant  in  my  pocket  to  take  him  wherever  I  can  find 
hoi :  and  if  yon  can  tell  me  where  he  is,  I'll  make  a  man  of  too  for 
your  pains.9'  *'  Let  me  see  the  warrant,"  says  Robin,  "  whether 
it  be  strong  and  good,  and  I'M  go  with  y«u  and  take  him  this 
might ;  for  I  know  a  house  he  frequents  at  Nottingham."  u  No," 
answered  the  tinker,  "  I'll  let  no  man  see  my  warrant,  and  if 
you  won't  help  me  to  take  him,  I'll  go  and  apprehend  him  my* 
fefc" 

So  Robin,  perceiving  how  the  game  went,  asVed  him'to  go  with 
ain  to  Nottingham,  for  he  said  he  was  sure  to  meet  with  Robin 
Hood  there.  They  were  not  long  before  Ujey  armed  at  Not- 
tingham, where  they  went  into  an  inn,  and  drank  so  plentifully 
flat  the  tinker  got  drunk  and  fell  asleep.  Then  Robin  took  away 
the  tinker's  money  and  the  king's  warrant,  and  left  him  ten  shil* 
fings  to  pay  ;  but  when  he  awoke,  it  would  have  made  the  gravest 
laugh,  to  have  beheld  Ihe  poor  tinker's  fright  at  the  loss  of  his 
money  and  warrant ;  he  called  up  the  landlord,  and  told  him  what 
a  mischance  had  befallen  him ;  that  the  stranger  who  was  drinking 
with  him,  had  run  away,  and  had  robbed  him  of  all  his  money,  and 
taken  a  warrant  out  of  his  pocket,  which  he  had  from  the  King 
to  apprehend  Robin  Hood.  The  landlord  told  him,  that  it  was 
Robin  Hood  who  had  been  drinking  with  him.  Then  he. raved  like 
a  madman,  bragging  of  what  he  would  have  done  had  he  known." 

Robin  Hood  had  no w> followed  this  line  of  life  for  upwards  of  twen* 
ty  years,  when  falling  sick,  was  struck  with  remorse  of  conscience* 
for  his  mispent  life,  and  unlawful  practices.  He  privately  with* 
*rew  to  a  monastery  in  Yorkshire,  where  being  bled  by  a  monk, 
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he  suffered  himself  to  bleed  to  death-  He  died  aged  fdrty.thrcffl 
years,  and  was  interred  in  Kingley  Church  Yard.  The  follows 
ing  epitaph  is  on  his  grave  stone  : 

Underneath  this  cold  marble  stone, 
Through  death's  assault,  now  lieth  one, 
Known  by  the  name  of  Robin  flood, 
Who  was  a  thief  and  archer  good. 
Full  twenty  years  or  somewhat  more, 
He  robbed  the  rich  to  feed  the  poor  5 
Therefore  his  grave  bedew  with  tears, 
And  offer  for  his  soul  your  prayers. 


THOMAS    DUN. 

A  man  who  is  not  forced  from  necessity,  or  a  desire  of  plea- 
sure, to  become  dishonest,  but  follows  his  natural  dispositions  inr 
robbing  and  maltreating  others,  will  generally  be  found  to  be  de- 
stitute of  every  humane  and  generous  principle.  So  will  it  be 
found  with  this  character,  a  person  of  mean  extraction,  who  was 
born  in  Bedfordshire,  and  who,  even  in  childhood,  was  noted  for 
his  pilfering  propensity,  and  the  cruelty  of  his  disposition.  He  lived 
in  the  time  of  Henry  I.,  and  so  many  were  his  atrocities,  that  we 
can  only  find  limits  for  the  recital  of  a  few. 
•  His  first  exploit  was  on  the  high. way  to  Bedford,  where  he  met 
a  waggon  full  of  corn,  going  to  market,  drawn  by  a  beautiful 
team  of  horses.  He  accosted  the  driver,  and,  in  the  middle  of  the 
conversation,  stabbed  him  to  the  heart  with  a  dagger,  which  he 
always  carried  with  him.  He  buried  the  body,  and  mounting 
the  waggon,  proceeded  to  the  town,  where  he  sold  all  off,  and  de- 
camped with  the  money.  He  continued  to  commit  many  petty  thefts 
and  assaults,  but  judging  it  safer  to  associate  himself  with  others,* 
he  repaired  to  a  gang  of  thieves,  who  infested  the  Country. leading 
from  St.  Albans  to  Tocester,  where  they  became  such  a  terror, 
that  the  king  had  to  build  a  town  to  check  his  power  in  the  coun- 
try, and  which  retains  his  name  to  this  day;  namely  Dunsthble. 
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-  This  precaution  was  however  of  little  avail,  for  he  pursued  his 
courses  to  a  great  extent.  Among,  his  gang  were  many  artists , 
who  enabled  him  to  pick  locks,  wrench  bolts,  and  use  deaf  files 
to  great  effect.  One  day  having  heard  that  some  lawyers  were 
to  dine  at  a  certain  inn  in  Bedford,  about  an  hour  before  the  ap. 
pointed  time,  he  came  running  to  the  inn,  and  desires  the  land. 

• 

lord  to  hurry  the  dinner,  and  to  have  enough  ready  for  ten  or 
twelve.  The  company  soon  arrived,  and  the  lawyers  thought 
Dun  a  servant  of  the  house,  while  those  of  the  house  supposed  him 
an  attendant  of  the  lawyers.  He  bustled  about,  and  the  bill  be- 
"  ing  called  for,  he  collected  it  ;  and  having  some  change  to  return 
to  the  company,  they  waited  till  his  return  ;  but  growing  weary, 
they  rang  the  bell,  and  enquired  for  their  money,  when  they  dis* 
covered  him  to  be  an  impostor.  With  the  assistance  of  his  as- 
sociates,  he  made  clear  off  with  a  considerable  booty  of  cloaks, 
hats,  silver  spoons,  and  every  thing  of  value  upon  which  he  could 
lay  his  hands. 

After  this  adventure,  Dun  and  his  associates  went  and  put  up 
at  another  Inn.  They  rose  in  the  night  time,  insulted  the  landlord, 
did  violence  to  the  landlady,  then  murdered  them  both,  and  pil- 
laged the  house  of  every  thing  valuable.  Dun  had  an  animosity  to 
lawyers,  and  he  determined  to  play  a  rich  one  a  trick.  He  waited 
upon  him,  and  very  abruptly  demanded  payment  of  a  bond  which 
he  produced  ;  and  the  gentleman  found  his  name  was  so  admirably- 
forged,  that  he  could  not  swear  it  was  not  his  hand-writing.  He 
assured  Dun,  however,  that  he  had  never  borrowed  the  money,  and 
would  not  pay  the  bond.  He  then  left  him,  assuring  the  lawyer 
he  would  give  him  some  employment*  A  law-suit  was  entered  in- 
to, and  several  of  his  comrades  came  forward,  and  swore  as  to  the 
d£bt  being  just,  and  he  was  about  getting  a  decision  in  his  favour, 
when  the  lawyer  produced  a  forged  receipt  for  the  debt,  which 
some  of  his  clerks  likewise  swore  to  ;  upon  which  Dun  was  casst. 
He  was  in  a  passion  at  being  outwitted,  and  swore  u  he  uever 
heard  of  such  rogues,  as  to  swear  they  paid  him  a  sum  which  was 
never  borrowed." 

This  was  one  of  the  few  instances  where  he  did  not  display  that 
barbarity  of  disposition  which  is  evinced  in  all  his  other  adven- 
tures, and  which  makes  us  refrain  from  the  enumeration  of  many 
of  them*     He  became,  however,  such  a  terror  to  every  one,  that 
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the  Sheriff  of  Bedford  sent  a  considerable  force  to  attack  him  iij 
his  retreat*  Finding,  upon  a  reconnoitre,  however,  that  his  force 
was  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  Sheriff's,  he  commenced  the  at- 
tack, and  completely  routed  them,  taking  eleven  prisoners,  whom 
he  hung  upon  trees  round  the  wood,  to  scare  others  by  the  ex- 
ample of  their  fate.  The  clothes  of  those  they  had  hanged,  served 
them  to  accomplish  their  next  adventure,  which  was  a  design  to 
rob  the  castle  of  a  nobleman  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  pro- 
ceeded in  the  attire  of  the  Sheriff's  men,  and  demanded  entrance 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  to  make  search  for  Dun.  After  search- 
ing  every  corner,  they  asked  for  the  keys  of  the  trunks  to  examine 
them,  which  when  they  received,  they  loaded  themselves  with 
booty,  and  departed.  The  nobleman  complained  to  Parliament 
against  the  Sheriff,  when,  upon  investigation,  the  trick  was  disco- 
vered. 

Nothing  prevented  Duo  from  accomplishing  any  object  which 
he  had  in  view,  as  he  possessed  the  greatest  share  of  temerity  and 
cruelty  that  could  fall  to  the  lot  of  man.  He  would,  under  the 
disguise  of  a  gentleman,  wait  upon  rich  people,  and,  upon  being 
shown  into  their  room,  murder  them  and  carry  away  their  money. 

There  was  a  rich  knight  in  the  neighbourhood,  from  whom  Dun 
wished  to  have  a  little  money.  Accordingly  he  went  and  knocked 
at  his  door  ;  the  maid  opening,  he  enquired  if  her  master  was  at 
home  ;  and  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  instantly  went 
up* stairs,  and  familiarly  entered  his  room.  Common  compliment* 
having  past,  he  sat  down  in  a  chair,  and  began  a  humourous  dis- 
course, which  attracted  the  attention  of  the  knight.  Dun  theri 
approached,  and  demanded  a  word  or  two  in  his  ear :  u  Sir," 
says  he,  "  my  necessities  come  pretty  thick  upon  me  at  present, 
and  I  am  obliged  to  keep  even  with  my  creditors,  for  fear  of  crack> 
ing  my  fame  and  fortune,  too.  Now,  having  been  directed  to  yotf 
by  some  of  the  heads  of  this  parish,  as  a  very  considerable  and  li- 
beral person,  I  am  come  to  petition  you  in  a  modest  manner,  to 
tend  me  a  thousand  merks,  which  will  answer  all  the  demands  up- 
on me  at  present !"  "  A  thousand  merks !"  answered  the  knight, 
"  Why,  man,  that's  a  capital  sum  ;  and  where's  the  inducement 
to  lend  you  so  much  money,  who  are  a  perfect  stranger  to  me  ; 
for  to  my  eyes  and  knowledge,  I  never  saw  you  before  all  the  days 
4rf  my  life  ?" — "  Sir,  you  must  be  mistaken,  I  am  the  honest  gro- 
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cer  at  Bedford,  who  has  so  often  shared  your  favours."  "  Really, 
friend,  I  do  not  know  you,  nor  shall  I  part  with  tny  money  but 
on  a  good  bottom  :  Pray  what  security  hare  you  ?"  "  Why,  this 
dagger,"  says  Dun,  (puLling  it  out  of  his  breast)  "  is  my  constant 
security,  and  unless  you  let  me  have  a  thousand  merks  instantly, 
I  shall  pierce  your  heart !"  This  terrible  menace  produced  the 
intended  effect,  and  he  delivered  the  money. 

Having  lost  his  road  in  the  country,  he  arrived  at  a  house  where 
he  enquired  if  they  could  accommodate  a  benighted  traveller  with 
a  bed.      The  gentleman  of  the  house  politely  told  him  that  all  his 
house  was  occupied  with  friends  and  relations,  who  had  just  arrived 
to  be  present  at  the  celebration  of  his  daughter's  marriage,  which 
was  to  take  place  next  day,  otherwise  he  should  have  been  very 
welcome.      When  he  was  unwillingly  departing,  the  gentleman 
informed  him,  if  he  was  not  superstitious,  or  had  courage  enough, 
that  there  was  one  room  in  his  house  unoccupied,  but  that  it  was 
haunted.      Dun  was  above  all  silly  apprehensions  of  that  nature, 
and,   after  being  well*  entertained,  retired  to  his  room,  the  com- 
pany all  praying  for  his  quiet  rest.     There  was  a  good  fire  lighted 
in  the  room,  and  when  all  the  house  was  at  rest,  he  lay  anxiously 
expecting   something  to  appear,  when  the  door  of  his  chamber 
opens,  and  in  comes  the  bride,  of  whom  he  had  taken  particular 
notice  at  supper.     He  was  first  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  it  was 
only  a  resemblance,  but  soon  satisfied  himself  that  it  was  really 
the   lady  ;  tho'  whether  she  was  walking  in  her  sleep,  or  not,  he 
could  mot  say,  but  resolved  to  watch  her  motions.     She  seemed  to 
look  stedfastly  upon  his  countenance,  and  then  going  round  the 
bed,  gently  turned  up  the  clothes,  and  lay  down  by  his  side,  where 
she  had  not  lain  long,  till  she  drew  a  rich  diamond  ring  from  her 
finger,   then  placed  it  on  the  pillow,  and  left  the  room  with  the 
same  silent  step  as  she  had  entered  it.     He  did  not  wish  to  dis- 
turb her  retreat,  .when .  she  had  left  so  good  a  prize  behind  her. 
He  soon  fell  asleep,  and  dreamed  that  the  lady  again  appeared, 
6aid  that   she  detested  the  person  with  whom  she  was  going  to 
be  married,  and  entreated  him  to  assist  her  in  this  conjuncture. 
Duo,  however,  had  got  what  he  wanted,  and  departed^  next  morn- 
ing,  without  either  satisfying  the  curiosity  of  the  company,  or 
thanking  the  gentleman  for  his  kindness. 
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By  this  time  Dun  had  become  formidable  both  to  the  rich  and 
the  poor ;  but  one  melancholy  circumstance  attended  the  depre- 
dations of  this  man,  that  almost  in  every  instance,  except  those 
narrated,  they  were  stained  with  blood.  He  continued  his  infa- 
mous course  above  twenty  years,  the  vicinity  of  the  river  Ouse  in 
Yorkshire  being  the  usual  scene  of  his  exploits ;  and  being  at. 
tended  with  fifty  armed  men  on  horseback,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  were  afraid  to  seize  him. 

Nor  was  his  last  adventure  less  remarkable  than  those  of  his 
former  life.  His  infamy  daily  increasing,  the  people  of  that  dis- 
trict were  determined  no  longer  to  suffer  his  depredations.  Though 
Dun  was  informed  of  what  was  intended,  yet  he  still  continued 
bis  wicked  career.  The  country  rising  at  last  agaisnt  him,  he 
and  his  gang  were  so  closely  pursued,  that  they  were  constrained 
to  divide,  each  taking  shelter  where  he  possibly  could,  and  Dun 
concealed  himself  in  a  small  village ;  the  general  pursuit  and 
search,  however,  continuing,  he  was  discovered,  and  the  house 
he  was  in  surrounded*  Two  of  the  strongest  posted  themselves 
at  the  door;  with  irresistable  courage  Dun  seized  his  dagger, 
laid  them  both  dead,  bridled  his  horse,  and,  in  the  midst  of  the 
op  roar,  forced  his  way.  To  the  number  of  an  hundred  and  fifty , 
armed  with  clubs,  pitchforks,  rakes,  and  whatever  rustic  weapons 
they  could  find,*  pursued  him,  drove  him  from  his  horse,  but,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all,  he  again  mounted,  and,  with  his  sword,  cut 
his  way  through  the  crowd. 

Multitudes  flocking  from  all  quarters,  the  pursuit  was  renewed. 
He  was,  a  second  time,  dismounted,  and  now  employing  his  feet, 
he  ran  for  the  space  of  two  miles';  but  when  he  halted  to  breathe 
a  little,  three  hundred  men  were  ready  to  oppose  him.  His 
courage  and  strength,  however,  still  remaining  unsubdued,  he  burst 
through  them,  fled  over  a  valley,  threw  off  his  clothes,  seized  his 
sword  in  his  teeth,  and  plunged  into  a  river  in  order  to  gain  the 
opposite  bank. 

To  his  sad  surprize,  however,  he  perceived  it  covered  with 
new  opponents  :  He  swam  down  the  river,  was  pursued  by  seve- 
ral boats,  until  he  took  refuge  on  a  small  island.  Determined 
to  give  him  no  time  to  recover  from  his  fatigue,  they  attacked  him 
there.  Thus  closely  pursued,  he  plunged  again  into  the  river 
with  his  sword  in  his  teeth ;  he  was  pursued  by  the  boats,  re- 
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peatedly  struck  with  their  oars ;  and  after  having  received  se- 
veral strokes  on  the  head,  he  was  at  last  Vanquished. 

He  was  conducted  to  a  surgeon  to  have  his  wounds  dressed, 
then  led  before  a  Magistrate,  who  sent  him  to  Bedford  jail  under 
a  strong  guard.  Remaining  there  two  weeks,  until  he  was  con. 
siderably  recovered,  a  scaffold  was  erected  in  the  market  place, 
and,  without  a  formal  trial,  he  was  led  forth  to  execution.  When 
the  two  executioners  approached  him,  he  warned  them  of  their 
danger  if  they,  should  lay  hands  upon  him  >  he  accordingly  grasp- 
ed both,  and  nine  times  overthrew  them  upon  the  stage  before 
his  strength  was  exhausted,  so  that  they  could  not  perform  their 
duty.  His  hands  were  first  choped  off  at  the  wrist;  then  his 
arms  at  the  elbows ;  next,  about  an  inch  from  the  shoulders ; 
his  feet  below  the  anckles  ;  his  legs  at  the  knee;  and  his  thighs 
about  five  inches  from  his  trunk  \  the  horrible  scene  was  closed 
by  severing  his  head  from  the  body,  and  consuming  it  to  ashes  ; 
the  other  parts  of  his  body  were  fixed  up  in  the  principal  places 
of  .Bedfordshire,  as  a  warning  to  his  companions.  The  quantity 
of  blood  that  he  shed  during  his  wicked  career,  restrains  even 
the  tear  of  pity  upon  his  miserable  fate. 


SAWNEY  CUNNINGHAM. 

The  precepts  of  a  good  education,  or  the  example  of  virtuous 
parents,  were  not  awanting  to  render  this  individual  a  worthy 
member  of  society ;  his  natural  untoward  disposition  however  was 
inclined  to  wickedness  and  luxury.  He  was  the  son  of  a  family 
of  good  repute  at  Glasgow,  in  Scotland,  who  designed  him  for  a 
learned  profession,  and  consequently  gave  him  an  excellent  edu- 
cation. But  meanness  and  profligacy  were  the  leading  features  in 
his  character  ;  and  his  habits  got  so  firm  a  hold  of  him,  that  he 
soon  incurred  the  displeasure  of  his  father,  the  contempt  of  the 
world,  and  the  pity  of  his  friends.  To  the  fondness  of  a  parent, 
the  hope  of  reclaiming  him  seemed  yet  probable ;  and  for  this 
purpose,  a  matrimonial  alliance  was  proposed  with  an  ainiable 
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young  woman,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbouring  gentleman,  with 
whom  he  at  the  same  time  received  a  handsome  fortune.  But 
what  was  intended  as  an  antidote,  carried  along  with  it  the  poison. 
The  vicious  passions  of  his  mind  had  been  somewhat  restrained 
by  the  want  of  means  to  gratify  them ;:  but,  now,  the  fortune  of 
his  wife  enabled  him  to  give  loose  to  dissipation.  Regardless  of 
the  virtues  and  beauty  of  his  faithful  wife,  he  spent  his  time  in 
every  species  of  debauchery.  He  was  soon  reduced  to  poverty, 
and  the  remonstrances  of  his  wife  would  for  a  moment  make  him 
resolve  henceforth  to  be  sober  and  virtuous,  and  to  engage  in  some 

•  #  ■  * 

honourable  line  of  business  ;  but,  as  the  richness  of  his  wife's  rela- 
tfons  enabled  her  to  assist  him  when  distressed,  and  as  she  never  had 
firmness  to  deny  him,  he  soon  forgot  his  promises  with  her  admo- 
nitions, and  would  again  launch  into  alPkind  of  extravagancies. 

Notwithstanding  the  brutality  of  his  eonduct,  his  wife  had  so 
strict  a  notion  of  the  obligations  due  to  her  husband,  that,  though 
her  friends  entreated  her  to  leave  him,  she  resolved  rather  to  be  the 
partner  of  his  misery,  than  comply  with  their  prudent  wishes.  His 
inattentions  to  her  were  so  notorious,  that  many  gallants,  who  ad- 
mired her  uncommon  beauty,  thought  her  an  easy  prey  to  their 
designs,  and  for  this  purpose  paid  her  great  court.  She  possessed, 
however,  a  sufficient  share  of  prudence  and  virtue,  to  withstand 
and  baffle  the  attacks  that  were  made  upon  Jier  honour.  One  of  her 
suitors,  more  importunate  than  the  rest,  was  unremitting  in  his  so-  . 
licitations,  and  seemed  determined,  at  all  hazards,  to  gain  his  dis. 
honourable  object.  He  was  a  lawyer,  ef  the  name  of  Hamilton,  h\ 
the  same  town,  well  known  for  his  amorous  irregularities.  Such 
was  his  importunity,  that  Mrs  Cunningham  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  mentioning  the  circumstance  to  her  husband,  and  asked  his 
advice  how  she  might  rid  herself  of  this  enemy  to  her  virtue. 

A  desire  to  continue  his  own  Irregularities,  and  hi6  present  po- 
verty, prompted  Cunningham  to  devise  on  this  occasion  the  follow- 
ing stratagem.  He  requested  his  wife  to  seem  to  favour  Hamilton, 
but  to  manage  so  as  to  obtain  a  handsome  sum  of  money,  and  to 
leave  the  rest  to  his  management  Poverty  compelled  his  wife  to 
agree  to  this  artifice  :  judging  it  but  a  fair  punishment  for  his  au- 
dacity,  that  the  lawyer  should  pay  for  his  blind  bargain,  without) 
ever  once  dreaming  that  the  consequences  of  her  compliance  would 
pe  so  fatal  as  they  proved*    She  accordingly  acted  the  part  assign* 
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efl  her,  frud*  after  a  reasonable  degree  of  intreaty,  pretended  to 
Consent  to  yield  to  the  lawyer.  Both  were  punctual  to  their  ap- 
pointment, and  the  gallant  was  informed,  that  as  her  husband  was 
from  home,  they  might  repair  to  her  own  house. 

Hamilton,  overwhelmed  with  joy  at  his-  success,  presented  her 
with  a  purse  of  a  hundred  guineas,  and  was  about  to  taste  the  joy 
which  he  fancied  within  his  grasp,  when  the  enraged  husband  dart* 
ed  f rom  his  concealment,  and  sought  redress  with  a  large  club. 
His  natural  ferocity  was  inflamed,  and,  regardless  of  the  feelings 
of  his  wife,  or  the  danger  of  the  measure,,  he  murdered  Hamilton 
in  his  own  bed-chamber.  The  terror  of  Mrs  Cunningham  was  in. 
expressible  at  the  melancholy  result  of  the  artifice  which  she  had 
carried  on.  Her  husband*  however,  was  not  troubled  with  such  fine 
feelings,  and,  anxious  to  get  free  of  his  visitor,  hoisted  the  body 
on  his  shoulder,  and  by  a  bac^-door,  hastened  with  it  to  Hamil- 
ton's house,  where  he  contrived  to  place  it  in  an  upright  posture, 
in  a  place,  where  a  friend,  who  lived  in  Hamilton's  house,  had  soon 
after  occasion  to  repair. 

At  first,  the  gentleman  thought  his  friend  awake,  but  being  impa- 
tientof  his  seeming  delay,  he  entered,  and  pulled  him  by  sleeve, 
upon  which  the  body  fell)  and  the  other,  upon  finding  him  to  be 
dead,  was  considerably  alarmed.  He  knew  of  his  appointment  with, 
Mrs  Cunjnngham,  and  immediately  concluded  that  this  was  the  work 
of  the  husband.  The  fear,  however,  of  being  blamed  for  the  murder,* 
as  no  body  was  in  the  house  but  himself,  made  him  resolve  to  move  the 
body.  With  this  design,  he  carried  it  back  to  Cunningham's  house, 
and  placed  it  against  his  door*  The  lady  was  awake,  and  hearing  a 
noise,  looked  over  the  window,  and  saw  the  body  of  her  gallant 
as  his  friend  had  left  it.  .Cunningham  arose,  and,  determined  to 
get  free  of  this  troublesome  guest,  again  went  off  with  ther  body, 
intending  to  throw  it  into  the  river.  But,  as  he  proceeded  along 
the  street,  he  was  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  some  people,  and 
he  hid  himself  till  they  should  pass.  In  his  concealment,  he  over- 
heard their  conversation,  and  discovered  them  ia  be  some  thieves, 
who  were  returning  from  their  depredations  with  some  flitches  of 
bacon,  which  they  carried  in  a  sack,  and  were  intending  to  par. 
take  of  a  bottle  of  ale  at  the  next  inn. 

He  followed  at  a  distance,  and  observed,  them,  before  enteriug 
the  ale-house,  to 'secret  their  booty  in  vL  cellar  hard  by*    He  re. 
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paired  to  their  hiding  place,  and  substituted  his  unwieldy  load  for 
that  of  the  thieves,  and  proceeded  home  with  the  bacon;  The  ale 
was  pretty  freely  circulated,  but  when  the  reckoning  was  called,  the 
thieves  found  a  deficiency  in  their  finances  ;  so  calling  the  landlord, 
they  told  the  mistake  they  had  committed,  and  requested,  if  he 
would  not  trust  them,  that  at  least  he  would  take  some  flitches  of  ba- 
con for  his  payment,  which  they  had  in  a  cellar  in  the  neighbourhood. 
This  the  vintner  thought  a  good  bargain  ;  so  one  of  the  gang  stag- 
gers away  for  the  sack,  which  he  believed  to  have  doubled  ks 
weight.  They  were  all  proceeding  to  praise  the  bacon,  when,  to 
their  astonishment,  out  pops  the  head  of  a  man  !  so  confounded 
were  they,  that  the  vintner  had  not  the  least  doubt  but  they  were 
murderers,  and  instantly  alarmed  the  house.  They  were  all  se- 
cured, and  Hamilton's  body  being  recognised,  they  were  tried,  and, 
upon  circumstantial  evidence,  were  condemned  and  executed, 
though  entirely  innocent. 

Sawney  was  fortunate  in  escaping  detection  for  this  murder, 
which  served  only  to  confirm  him  in  his  bad  habits,  and  the  mo- 
ney obtained  from  Hamilton  enabled  him  to  proceed  in  his  vici- 
ous course  for  a  short  period.  Again  reduced  to  poverty,  and  des- 
titute of  honour  or  industry,  he  betook  himself  to  the  high  way. 
We  refrain  from  the  relation  of  many  df  his  actions,  as  they  were 
generally  stained  with  bloodshed  or  murder,  and  shall  merely 
mention  the  leading  incidents  of  his  life.  As  he  was  too  well 
known  in  the  west  of  Scotland  to  carry  on  his  depredations  with- 
out a  great  chance  of  detection,  he  therefore  repaired  to  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  constituted  a  regular  gfang,  over  which  he  was 
chosen  Captain.  His  companions  confined  themselves*  to  the  lower 
spheres  of  robbery,  while  he,  in  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
picked  the  pockets  of  those  who,  considering  him  their  equal, 
claimed  him  as  an  acquaintance. 

Having  acquired  an  ease  and  elegance  of  manners,  he  insinuated 
himself  into  the  friendship  of  many  strangers  who  put  up  at  the 
same  house  in  which  he  usually  lodged  ;  and,  upon  the  pretence 
of  giving  them  a  treat,  would  invite  them  to  the  country,  where 
he  sumptuously  entertained  them  at  his  own  expense,  but  never 
without  a  prospect  of  being  reimbursed.  On  their  return  home, 
his  associates  were  always  ready  to  attack  them  ;  and  to  cover  the 
deceit,  were  sure  to  make  Sawney  the  first  object  of  ^contribution, 
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-while  his  friends  shared  the  same  fate,  but  not  with  the  same  cer- 
tainty of  being  repaid  in  the  morning  both  principal  and  interest. 
He  carried  on  his  depredations  with  such  success,  that  he  soon 
found  himself  possessed  of  a  very  handsome  sum,  with  which  he 
wished  to  return  home,  forsake  his  vicious  courses,  and  lire  com. 
f ortably  with  his  wife* 

With  this  view  be  returned  tp  Glasgow,  and  by  professions  of 
repentance,  and  promises  of  future  reformation,    so  far  impos- 
ed upon  his  wife  and  friends,  as  to  induce  them  again  to  receive 
him.     There  is  an  old  proverb,  however,  which  may  with  truth  be 
applied  to  him,—"  What  is  bred  in  the  hone,  will  never  be  out 
of  the  flesh,"     These  signs  of  an  altered  conduct  were  only  as- 
sumed to  amuse  the  world,  And  to  retrieve  their  lost  opinion  of  him, 
that,  in  future,  he  might 'follow  bis  practices  with  greater  freedom, 
and  with  less  suspicion.  .  About  this  time,  there  is  a  story  related 
,    of  his  having  visited  an  astrologer,  who  foretold,  his  future  destiny 
and  final  end  ;  but  to  this  we  cannot  pay  implicit  belief. 

Having  been  detected  in  some  of  his  mal.practices  at  Glasgow, 
he  again  repaired  to  Edinburgh,  where  King  James  I.  at  that 
time  held  his  court*  The  most  remarkable  adventure  in  which  he 
eugaged  at  this  time,  was  the  robbery  of  the  house. of  the  Earl  of 
Inchequin.  This  nobleman  having  the  treasury  of  the  Ring  un- 
der his  care,  always  kept  a  sentinel  at  his  door,  to  beguile  whom, 
Sawney  dresses  himself  in  the  garb  of  a  soldier,  and  entered  into 
conversation  with  him,  who,  believing  him  to  be  a  merry  comrade, 
they  agreed  to  share  a  bottle  of  ale  together.  Sawney  gave  him  mo- 
ney, and  directed  him  to  a  house  at  some  distance,  where  he  would 
procure  the  best  bear,  while  he  took  the  sentinel's  post.  His  associ- 
ates were  in  readiness,  and  entered  the  house,  when  the  soldier  re- 
turned, he  was  sent  back  for  some  tobacco,  and  before  he  returned 
a  second  time,  Sawney  and  his  associates  were  clear  off,  carrying 
with  them  an  immense  booty,  which  they  took  from  the  Earl's  prU 
vate  chambers*  The  sentinel  was  apprehended,  and,  after  a  long 
and  miserable  confinement,  suffered  for  the  crimes  of  others.  Thus 
were  many  innocent  people  condemned  upon  circumstantial  evi- 
dence of  having  committed  robberies  and  murders,  which  were  af- 
terwards found  to  have  been  perpetrated  by  Cunningham  and  his 
associates. 
His  career  jdrew  near  a  close.    He  went  to  visit  a  rich  uncle  of 
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the  name  of  Bain,  who  hospitably  received  him,  and  endeavoured1 
to  put  a  stop  to  his  evil  doings,  by  a  strong  and  earnest  advice, 
He  discanted  with  great  freedom  upon  his  guilt,  and  dwelt  upon 
the  enormity  of  his  actions ;  this  incensed  Sawney,  so  that  he  dre* 
a  dagger,  and  plunged  it  in  his  uncle's  heart.     He  <did  not  stop  I 

here,  but,  fearful  of  discovery,  he  murdered  the  servant,  rifled  his 
uncle's  coffers,  set  the  house  on  fire,  and  then  escaped  with  all 
expedition.  I 

The  vengeance  of  heaven,  however,  pursued  him,  and  soon  after  ' 

this  inhuman  and  attrocious  deed,  he  was  Defrayed  by  some  of  his 
associates.  There  Was  no  want  of  evidence  to  Condemn  him,  and 
he  was  sentenced  and  executed  at  Edinburgh.  At  his  death,  he 
did  not  lose  that  barbarity  of  heart  which  his  actions  evinced ;  for, 
at  the  place  of  execution,  he  appeared  undaunted,  and  betrays* 
neither  symptoms  of  fear  nor  shame.        * 
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The  adventures  of  this  individual  are  neither  of  interest  nof 
importance  j  but  his  life,  like  that  of  Cunningham,  shows  how  far 
the  advantages  of  a  good  educatiqn  may  be  perverted,  and  the 
effect  of  good  example  prove  of  little  avail,  where  the  dispositions 
do  not  combine  to  give  stability,  honour,  and  industry,  to  the 
character.  Tracey,  indeed,  possessed  none  of  that  cruelty  which 
shocks  the  mind  in  the  recital  of  Cunningham's  exploits;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  was  rather  of  a  gentle,  open,  and  generous  nature. 
These  were  the  features  of  his  character,  which  led  him  to  his 
nun,  and  which  first  enticed  him  from  the  path  of  honesty. 

Iracey  was  the  heir  to  an  estate  of  nine  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  His  father  was  a  man  of  a  li- 
beral education  himself,  and  such  he  conferred  on  his  son.  De. 
arous  that  his  son  should  direct  his  studies  towards  the  clerical 
profession,  he  sent  him  to  the  University,  where  he  for  some  tirn^ 
repwd  the  care  of  his  parents  with  unremitting  assiduity  and  at- 
tention to  his  studies.  The  extravagance  and  dissipation,  how. 
«rer,  for  which  the  English  Universities  have  long  been  and  are 
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still  not  fed,  soon  slackened  his  industry.  Of  a  generous  and  unsus* 
pecting  temper,  be  was  easily  led  astray,  and  he  soon  joined  in  ex- 
travagancies which  far  exceeded  his  income.  The  road  to  vice  is  of 
easy  access,  and  fascinating  as  you  proceed  5  but  it  closes  behind, 
and  leaves  nothing  upon  the  retrospect  but  ruggedness  and  gloom. 
Tracey  had  entered  the  delusive  path,  and  though  he  had  a  wish, 
possessed  not  the  fortitude,  to  retrace  his 'steps.  He  and  his  conru 
panions  for  some  time  amused  their  parents  with  various  artifices, 
but  were  at  last  denied  any  farther  pecuniary  assistance.  They 
had  recourse  to  the  highway,  but  being  discovered,  they  were 
expelled  the  University,  and  obliged  to  seek  their  fortune  where 
.  chance  might  direct. 

Tracey  went  down  to  the  county  of  Cheshire,  and  hired  hinu 
self  as  a  servant  to  a  wealthy  grazier.  He  soon  became  fond  of 
the  country,  and  reconciled  to  his  degradation,  and  being  a  youth 
of  an  elegant  appearance,  and  possessing  very  pleasing  and  fascina*. 
ting  manners,  his  friendship  was  courted  by  every  one.  He  was  a 
great  proficient  in  music  and  singing  5  and  often,  after  the  toils  of 
the  clay,  would  the  villagers  assemble  at  his  master's  door,  and 
measure  their  gay  steps  to  the  sound  of  his  violin.  The  country  girls 
vied  with  each  other  for  his  attention,  and  here  he  indulged  his  amo- 
rous disposition  without  controul.  He  could  not,  however,  escape 
feeling  a  virtuous  flame,  where  so  many  innocent  and  interesting 
objects  endeavoured  to  inspire  it.  The  grazier's  daughter  was  the 
object  of  his  choice,  and  so  firmly  had  Tracey  gained  the  esteem  of 
his  master,  that  their  union  was  agreed  upon,  and  celebrated  with 
every  mark  of  happiness  and  satisfaction. 

With  his  wife  he  obtained  possession  of  part  of  the  grazier's 
property,  and  a  valuable  stock.  These  he  managed  with  great 
skill  and  industry  for  a  considerable  time,  until  a  desire  to  return 
to  a  society  corresponding  with  his  birth,  education,  and  early 
habits,  gave  him  a  disgust  to  the  country,  and  a  dislike  to  rural 
pursuits.  He  prevailed  upon  his  wife  and  father.in.law  to  sell  all 
their  property,  and  repair  to  London,  where  he  expected  to  pro. 
cure  some  lucrative  situation,  and  where  they  expected  to  enjoy 
that  gaiety  and  pleasure  which  he  had  described  it  as  affording.  It 
was  no  small  proof  of  the  influence  he  had  over  the  resolutions 
and  actions  of  others,  that  he*  could  thus  induce  a  country  farmer 


JLITE3    OF    PIKATES,    HIGHWAYMEN,   &C. 

to  forget  bis  accustomed  habits,  and  follow  an  adventurous  son.  in- 
law  into  scenes  with  which  he  was  altogether  unacquainted. 

Having  disposed  of  their  joint  stock  and  their  property,  they 
proceeded  to  the  capital,  by  the  way  of  Trentum  in  Staffordshire, 
where  they  intended  to  rest  for  a  day  or  two.  In  the  home  where 
they  stopped,  Tracey  met  with  some  of  his  old  college  compa. 
nions,  with  whom  he  spent  a  jovial  time*  This  confirmed  him  in 
las  desire  to  return  to  his  former  extravagant  way  of  living,  and 
he  seems  in  a  moment  to  have  lost  his  usual  generosity  and  in. 
creasing  rectitude.  He  rose  early  next  morning,  took  his  father* 
iii-Iaw's  pocket-book,  and  every  thing  of  value  which  lay  within 
his  reach,  mounted  his  horse  as  for  a  morning's  ride,  and  left  his 
wife  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  with  an  infirm  and  ruined  father 
to  protect  her.  Thus,  in  a  moment,  are  blasted  the  good  hopes 
which  the  reader  must  have  entertained  of  him ;  and  his  future  life 
serves  only  to.  confirm  that  contempt  which  every  honourable 
mind  must  feel  for  him  after  such  an  infamous  action.  Every  en. 
deavour  to  discover  his  retreat  proved  unsuccessful,  and  his  wife 
and  father-in  Jaw  never  heard  of  him  until  he  expiated  his  crimes 
by  an  ignominious  death* 

Tracey  proceeded  to  Coventry,  where  he  alighted  at  an  inn,  ia 
which  Jie  observed  an  unusual  stillness.  He  entered  the  house, 
and  hearing  words  of  altercation  in  an  upper  room,  his  curiosity 
led  him  to  follow  the  sounds,  and  entering  abruptly,  surprised  the 
actors  in  their  debate.  The  landlord,  an  old  man,  had  married  a 
young  wife,  who  possessed  no  esteem  for  her  husband,  but  a  great 
deal  for  his  money  :  he  discovered  her  want  of  affection,  and,  ia 
order  to  satisfy  himself  beyond  doubt  of  the  insincerity  of  her  love, 
feigned  himself  to  be  dead.  His  wife,  with  the  assistance  ef  an 
old  woman,  dressed  his  corpse  in  a  sheet,  without  a  tear  or  a  sigh 
of  regret  escaping  her.  She  had  a  gallant,  who,  hearing  of  the 
death  of  the  old  vintner,  iew  to  console  his  mistress ;  they  soon 
forgot  the  loss  of  the  husband,  and  were  busy  arranging  how  and 
when  they  should  be  married,  and  had  just  agreed,  that  in  the  mean, 
time  he  should  enjoy  every  privilege  of  a  husband  ;  when  the  en. 
raged  husband,  unable  to  dissemble  any  longer,  started  from  his 
winding  sheet,  and  upbraided  his  wife  as  a  base  wretch  and  in* 
grate:  The  dispute  ran  high,  and  it  was  at  this  critical  juncture 
that  Tracey  entered  the  room.   He  was  referred  to,  and  was  very 
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laconic  in  his  decision*  "  Money,"  says  he,  u  has  been  the 
cause  of  this  confusion,  and,  in  order  that  yon  may  live  in  future 
in  peace  and  quiet,  I  demand  from  each  of  you  the  money  you  pos- 
sess ;"  which  request  he  enforced  by  presenting  a  loaded  pistol, 
and  threatened  their  lives  in  case  of  refusal.  He  got  eighty-five 
guineas  for  his  advice,  and,  after  admonishing  them  to  live  peace- 
ably, took  hisfarewel. 

After  this  adventure,  Tracey  met  a  young  Oxonian,  whom  he 
accompanied  to  Ware,  where  they  spent  the  night  in  great  har. 
mony  and  friendship.    They  proceeded  together  on  the  road  next 
day,  and  Tracey  frequently  observed,  that  the  weight  of  his  com- 
panion's portmanteau  was  certainly  too  much  for  him.     The  stu. 
dent  smoked  the  profession  of  his  companion,  and  was  therefore 
determined,  if  possible,  to  catch  him  in  his  own  net.    He  soon  let 
our  adventurer  know  that  he  was  proceeding  to  town  to  take  out 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  carried 
with  him  about  6ixty  pounds.      This  was  just  the  information 
Tracey  was  anxious  to  obtain,  and,  addressing  the  student,  told 
him  that  at  this  time  he  just  required  such  a  sum,  and  that  it  could 
not  be  lent  to  a  better  person  than  iiimself.      He  untied  the  port- 
manteau from  the  other's  horse,  and  fixed  it  on  his  own*     The 
student  poured  forth  most  lamentable  supplications,  and  entreated 
.him  not  to  deprive  him  of  what  was  to  establish  his  future  pros- 
pects in  life,  and,  as  a  further  inducement,  declared  the  money 
was  all  borrowed,  and  without  he  obtained  his  degrees,  he  had  not 
the  least  prospect  of  ever  being  able  to  repay  it.     Finding  him 
inexorable  to  All  his  entreaties,  he  requested,  in  the  name  of  hu- 
manity, that  he  would  only  spare  him  something  to  bear  his  ex- 
penses to  town.   Tracey  at  last,  moved  by  his  tears,  gave  him  his 
purse,  containing  four  pounds  odd  money,  and  then  made  off  by 
a  bye- road. .    When  he  arrived  at  the  next  village,  he  unbuckled 
the  portmanteau  to  view  his  prize  ;  but,  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
Oxonian,  he  found  nothing  font  two  old  shirts,  half  a  dozen  dirty 
bands;  a  thread-bare  ragged  student's  gown ;  a  pair  of  stockings 
without  feet ;  a  pair  of  shoes,  but  with  only  one  heel  to  both ;  a 
comb ;   some  needles  and  a  clue  of  thread,  and  a  great  ham  of 
bacon,  but  not  a  penny  of  money:  Thus  for  once  was  the  biter  bit. 
The  biographers  of  Ben  Johnson  mention  his  once  being  robbed 
by  Tracey  in  a  very  humorous  stile,  which  is  thus  related.  Tracey 
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met  Ben  in  Buckinghamshire,  and,  knowing  the  poet,  demanded 
his  purse.  Ben,  putting  on  a  courageous  look,  answered  him 
thus : 

"  Fly,  villian  !  hence,  or  by  thy  coat  of  steely 
"  I'll  make  thy  heart  my  leaden  bullet  feel  ; 
c(  And  send  that  thrice  as  thievish  soul  of  thine. 
"  To  hell,  to  wean  the  devil's  valentine*" 

Upon  which  Tracey  replied : 

"  Art  thou  great  Ben  ?  of  the  revived  ghost 

"  Of  famous  Shakespeare  ?  or  some  drunken  host, 

*'  Who  being  tipsy  with  thy  muddy  beer, 

"  Dost  think  thy  rhimes  will  daunt  my  soul  with  fear  ? 

"  Nay,  know,  base  slave,  that  I  am  one  of  those, 
"  Can  take  a  purse  as  well  in  verse  as  prose  ; 
"And  when  thou'art  dead,  write  this  upon  thy  hearse, 
"  Here  lies  a  poet  who  was  robbed  in  verse." 

this  ingenious  reply  alarmed  Johnson,  who  found  that  he  haff 
both  a  wit  and  a  knave  td  contend  with  ;  he*  endeavoured  to  save 
his  money,  but  to  no  purpose  ;  he  had  to  resign  it  to  our  adven- 
turer. This  was  not  the  only  misfortune  which  befel  Johnson  on 
this  journey  i  for  when  within  two  or  three  miles  of  London,  he 
was  attacked  by  a  gang,  of  thieves,  who  knocked  him  from  his 
horse,  bound  him  Jiand  and  foot,  and  threw  him  into  a  park,  where 
some  passengers  who  bad  shared  the  same  fate  were  )yrng«  One 
of  his  unfortunate  companions  crying  out,  that  he,  "  his  wife  and 
children,  were  all  undone,"  another,  who  was  bound  also,  over- 
hearing, ^said,  "  pray,  if  yonaTe  all  undone,  come  and  undo  me," 
which  afforded  Ben  a  hearty  laugh*  and  a  subject  upon  which  he 
afterwards  exercised  his  poetical  powers. 

Tracey  had  by  this  time  amassed  together,  in  money  and  goods, 
sufficient  to  support  him  comfortably  during  life,  and  he  determin- 
ed to  retire  and  live  honourably  in  future.  For  this  purpose,  be 
consigned  his  money  into  the  hands  of  a  friend,  who  made  off  with 
it,  and  again  reduced  Tracey  to  the  necessity  of  his  old  employ- 
ment.    The  last  adventure  which  is  recorded  of  himf  was  the  reft- 
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bery  of,  or  an  attempt  to  rob,,  the  Duke  of. Buckingham,  in  con. 
sequence  of  which  he  was  apprehended  and  executed  at  Win, 
Chester* 


x    === 


ANN   HOLLAND. 

This  woman  was  born  of  obscure  parents.  She  possessed  a 
great  share  of  natural  accomplishments,  which  was  perhaps  more 
unlucky  for  her  than  if  she  had  been  deformed  and  ugly*  She  en- 
tered into  the  service  of  several  families,  but  as  regularly  decamp, 
ed  with  sonie  valuable  booty.  She  ait  last  was  bar. maid  at  a  low 
coffee-house,  where  she  served  her  master's  customers  in  a  double 
capacity,  and  here  she  became  acquainted  with  a  Mr  French,  a 
comb -maker,  who  was  fascinated  with  her  appearance.  He  never 
once  suspected  her  virtue,  and  paid  her  honourable  courtship  :  A 
match  was  concluded.  She,  however,  proved  as  bad  a  mistress  as 
she  had  been  a  maid ;  and,  after  forcing  her  husband,  by  her  bad 
conduct,  to  turn  her  out  of  door,  he  went  to  Ireland  and  there  died. 

Ann  Holland  again  found  herself  a  wandering  vagabond,  and 
left  to  shift  for  a  livelihood  among  the  wicked.  In  this  she  was 
not  unsuccessful ;  for  being  yonng  and  very  cunning,  she  played 
her  cards  to  great  advantage.  She  was  soon  after  married  to  James 
Wilson,  a  noted  highwayman  of  the  time,  who  found  her  very  ser- 
viceable in  the  way  of  his  profession.  The  justice  of  the  law,  how- 
ever, deprived  her  of  her  second  husband,  and  Nan  was  again  a 
widowed  vagabond.  Her  misdemeanours  introduced  her  into 
Newgate,  where  she  became  acquainted  with  one  Tristram  Savage, 
with  whom  she  continued  in  company  after  their  liberation. 

This  pair  once  waited  upon  a  conjuror,  Savage  being  disguised 
as  a  woman,  and  she  in  her  own  character.  They  wished  to  have 
their  nativity  calculated,  and  told  the  doctor  they  wo'uid  pay  him 
well.  After  a  great  deal  of  unintelligible  jargon,  Savage  says  to 
the  conjuror,  "  Can  you  tell  me,  Sir,  what  I  think  3"  The  con- 
juror replied,  with  a  surly  countenance,  "  It  is  no  part  of  my  pro- 
fession to  tell  peoples'. thoughts*"  "  Why  then,"  replied  Sa- 
vage, "  I'll  show  them  you.  I  was  thinking  as  how  you  must 
be  very  rich,  and  able  to  spare  some  of  your  money  :   So  I  now 


102  LIVES   Of   PIRATES,   HIGHWAYMEN,  &C 

demand,  upon  the  pain  of  instant  death,  whatever  money  you  have 
about  you."  The  old  conjuror  seemed  magic-struck,  and  so  pow- 
erful an  argument  was  Savage's  pop,  (as  thieves  call  their  pis- 
tols), that  he  gave  them  twenty  guineas,  a  gold  watch,  a  silver 
tobacco-box,  and  two  rings  off  his  finger  ;  after  which  they  bound 
and  gagged  him,  telling  him  to  raise  the  devil  to  his  assistance. 

Holland  and  her  associate  got  clear  off  with  this  valuable  boo. 
ty,  and  we  hare  no  farther  account  of  her  until  1705,  when  she 
was  executed  at  Tyburn.  Instead  of  imploring  mercy  for  the 
pardon  of  her  offences,  she  execrated  the  hard  heart  of  her  judge, 
the  rigour  of  the  laws,  and  abused  the  executioner ;  forgetting  to 
repent  of  the  guilt  which  brought  her  to  this  disgraceful  end,  and 
would,  unrepented  of,  deliver  her  soul  into  the  far  less  merciful 
hands  of  another  hereafter. 


DICK     MORRIS. 

We  have  no  account  of  this  malefactor's  birth  and  education, 
but  they  were  probably  very  obscure.  His  transactions  were  re* 
markable  for  ingenuity  >  and,  without  endeavouring  to  trace  his 
life,  we  shall  relate  the  most  remarkable  of  his  exploits. 

One  time  Dick,  drinking  at  an  inn  in  Winchester,  overheard 
the  conversation  of  two  gentlemen,  in  which  they  discovered  their 
mutual  misfortune  in  loving  two  ladies,  who  utterly  slighted  them. 
He  put  on  a  bold  face,  intruded  himself  upon  their  company,  and 
rendered  himself  agreeable,  by  pretending  to  have  received  from 
bis  late  master,  an  eminent  astrologer  and  magician,  the  infallible 
power  of  turning  the  affections  of  women's  hearts  on  whom  ever 
be  pleased.  The  gentlemen  stated  their  cases  to  him,  and  he 
agreed,  that,  at  the  height  of  the  moon,  he  would  work  his  en- 
chantment upon  the  fair  ones,  provided  they  could  procure  some 
of  their  hair,  which  the  lovers  promised  to  obtain.  It  was  some 
time  until  the  moon  should  be  at  her  full,  during  which  interval 
Dick  was  sumptuously  entertained  at  the  expense  of  these  weak 
lovers. 

Dick  next  ordered  them  to  buy  a  new  sack,  a  small  stout  cord, and 

another  larger  one,  a  new  knife,  a  chain  and  a  brush,  which  were 
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delivered  into  Us  custody*  The  long  looked  for  period  having  at 
last  arrived,  the  gentlemen,  by  Dick's  directions,  dressed  theou 
selves  in  their  richest  apparel,  and  mounted  their  best  horses,  with 
plenty  of  money  in  their  pockets.  The  three  rode  about  two 
miles  oat  of » the  city  to  a  quiet  road,  the  place  where  this  magi- 
cal trial  was  to  be  put  into  execution.  They  alighted,  and  Dick 
began  immediately  to  make  strange  sour -faces,  drew  a  circle  on 
the  ground,  all  the  while  muttering  unintelligible  words,  and  turn- 
ing himself  in  strange  postures,  sometimes  towards  the  east,  some- 
times towards  the  west,  performing  most  surprising  ceremonies 
with  his  hands  and  feet,  and  making  the  gentlemen  no  left  astonish, 
ed  than  fearful. 

Dick  having  finished  his  own  manoeuvres,  began  with  the  first 
gentleman,  whom  he  ordered  to  strip,  at  the  same  time  teaching 
him  to  repeat  certain  insignificant  words  in  pulling  off  each  ar- 
ticle of  cloathing,  which  the  other  faithfully  performed.  Though 
it  was  in  the  depth  of  winter,  he  was  stript  naked,  and  a  knife 
placed  in  his  hand,  with  which  he  was  directed  to  make  some  stabs 
to  the  different  quarters  of  the  globe  ;  and  then  to  creep  into  the 
sack,  with  his  head  foremost,  and  there  to  remain  in  perfect  quiet- 
ness for  half-an-hour,  for  if  he.  stirred  a  limb,  he  was  told  he  would 
be  in  Barbary  in  a  minute.  Thus  terrified  into  compliance,  he 
followed  implicitly  Dick's  directions. 

The  other  fgentleman  he  conducted  to  a  tree,  round  which  he 
drew  a  circle,  into  which  the  gentleman  had  to  walk,  completely 
naked.  His  hands  were  tied  with  a  twisted  cord  of  his  mistress's 
hair,  and  a  rope  tied  round  his  body,  and  fixed  to  the  tree.  He 
gave  the  same  injunction  as  to  the  other,  with  regard  to  quietness, 
and,  having  thus  ^secured  his  prey,  he  packed  up  their  cloaths, 
which  he  hoisted  on  the  back  of  the  best  horses,  mounted,,  rode 
off,  and  arrived  in  London  early  next  morning. 

The  fire  of  love  which  flamed  with  such  ardour  in  the  breasts 
of  these  two  gentlemen,  was  somewhat  allayed  before  they  were 
released,  for  they  were  found  almost  dead  with  cold.  One"of 
them  remarked,  that  the  poets  had  good  reason  to  feign  love 

s 

blind,  because,  if  they  had  not  been  so,  they  would  have  perceiv- 
ed the  pretended  power  of  the  conjuror  to  be  ridiculous,— and  his 
promises  nothing  bat  a  trick  to  obtain  their  money  and  their 
slothes. 
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Morris  being  at  Northampton,  he  made  repeated  attempts  to 
rob  a  rich  Presbyterian  parson,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
but  had  been  as  often  unsuccessful :  he  was  averse,  however,  to 
leave  the  country  thus,  outwitted  by  u  a  fusty  piece  of  divinity," 
and  once  more  tries  his  ingenuity*  Knowing  the  parson  to  be  ig- 
norant and  superstitious,  he  obtained  a  waggoner's  linen  frock, 
which  he  daubed  thick  with  paste,  and  stuck  it  full  of  card  match* 
es.  .  He  entered  the  church  unseen  by  the  woman  who  was  pre. 
paring  it  for  Sunday,— mounted  the  pulpit,  —  struck  a  light 
with  his  tinder- box,  and  set  his  frock  on  fire ;  then,  standing  up- 
right, quoth  Dick,  "  Woman !  Woman  !  hearken  unto  my 
voice  /"   . 

The  old  woman,  upon  sight  of  this  blazing  spectacle,  run  out  in 
great  alarm,  but  Dick  called  after  hera  saying,  • "  Woman  !  un- 
less thou  comest  back,  and  hearkeneth  unto  my  voice,  thou  shall 
presently  perish."  She  trembling  returned,  but  he  encouraged 
her,  and  told  her  not  to  be  in  fear,  for  he  was  an  angel  come  to 
order  her  to  go  to  the  minister  of  the  meeting-house,  .and  to  tell 
him  of  what  she  had  seen,  and  that  his  soul  was  required  of  him  that 
very  day.  That  he  must  bring  all  his  money:  and  plate  along  with 
him,  but  to  be  sure  not  to  come  wkh  a  lie  in  his  mouth  $  for  if  he 
did,  he  would  share  the  worse  in  the  place  to  which  he  was  to 
carry  him."  The  woman  made  a  church  curtsey,  and  went  with 
all  speed  to  the  parson's  house,  to  deliver  her  fateful  •  message. 
Morris  descended  from  the  pulpit,  freed  himself  of  his  angelic 
garb,  and  followed  the  woman.  She  wrought  so  much  upon  the 
superstition  and  terror  of  this  hypocrite,  that  he  proceeded  to  pack 
up  his  plate,  and  bundle  his  money  ;  and  calling  bis  servant,  told 
her,  that  his  time  was  come,  and  that  he  must  leave  her,  as  an 
angel  was  in  waiting  for  him.  She  expressed  her  sorrow  at  the 
loss  of  her  kind  master,  and  reminding  him  of  past  favours,  hoped 
he  would  not  leave  her  unprovided  for.  "  That's  true,"  said  the 
parson,  "  and  I  pity,  you  with  all  my  heart.  There  is  ten  pounds 
in  that  silver  tankard,  go  take  it ;  for,  perhaps,  as  it  is  an  act  of 
charity,  it  may  be  forgiven." 

These  words  were  overheard  by  Morris,  who  concealed  him* 
self  at  the  inside  of  the  door,  upon  which  he  returned  with  all  ex- 
pedition to  the  meeting-house,  where  he  assumed  his  former  pos- 
ture and  appearance.    The  parson  soon  appeared,  and  observing 
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the  awful  brightness  of  the  angel,  approached  him  trembling* 
Morris  repeated  to  him  the  purpose  for  which  he  had  been  sent, 
and  enquired  whether  he  had  brought  all  his  money  and  plate 
along  with  him.  The  parson  answered  he  had.  "  Where,  then," 
cried  Dick,  "  is  the  ten  pounds  that  was  in  the  silver  tankard  ?" 
"  Ah,'9  replied  the  parson,  trembling,  "  I  see  thou  art  really  an 
angel,  for  thou  knowest  the  secrets  of  men's  hearts."  So  telling 
Dick  he  would  go  and  bring  it,  he  ran  straight  home  to  his  maid, 
saying  to  her,  "  Oh  !  Hannah!  Hannah!  you  mnst  let  me  have 
the  ten  pounds  again,  for  the  angel  knew  I  had  not  brought  all 
my  money."  The  maid  restored  it  to  him,  for  fear  it  should  be 
a  hindrance  to  his  salvation,  and  when  he  returned  with  it  to 
Dick,  the  latter  pointed  to  a  large  sack,  and  said,  "  Go  into 
that,  and  if  you  meet  With  any  difficulties  in  your  spiritual  journey, 
you  must  not  complain,  because  narrow  is  the  way  which  leads  to 
life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it." 

Then,  tying  him  close  up,  he  threw  him  over  his  shoulders  ; 
but  many  a  hard  knock  had  the  poor  parson,  as  he  carried  him 
over  gates  and  stiles ;  and,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
meeting-house  he  threw  this  lump  of  ignorance  and  Iniquity  into  a 
hog-stye,  and  there  left  him.  Some  of  the  servants  coming  up  soori 
after,  and  observing  something  moving  in  the  sack,  they  were  af- 
frighted, and  ran  to  tell  their  master,  who  also  coming,  said  to  the 
servant,  "  Take  the  pitch-fork  and  run  it  through  ;"  upon  which 
the  poor  parson,  imagining  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  infernal  re- 
gions, and  that  this  was  the  command  of  Satan  to  his  angels,  called 
out  for  mercy.  Upon  opening  the  sack,  they  were  astonished  to  see 
their  parson  ;  who,  after  amazing  them  with  the  recital  of  his 
adventure,  returned  to  his  nfaid  Hannah  above  a  hundred  and , 
twenty  pounds  poorer  than  when  he  left  her. 

Our  adventurer  was  travelling  between  Settlingborn  and  Ro- 
chester, at  a  time  when  he  was  disguised  like  a  farmer.  Over- 
taking a  cart  of  hay,;  he  conversed  with  the  driver ;  and  assisted  in 
preserving  the  equilibrium  of  the  cart  at  any  low  part  of  the  road. 
While  passing  through  Chatham,  an  innkeeper  asks  him  the  price 
of  his  hay,  supposing  him  to  be  the  o'wner.  The  driver  not  hear- 
ing this,  proceeds,  while  Morris  taking  a  handful  to  the  vintner, 
bids  him  smell  it,  and  say  if  he  ever  saw  better  hay.  The  inn- 
keeper liked  it  very  well,  when,  after  some  pro's  and  corf*  about 
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the  price,,  be  paid  Dick  one  pound  eight  for  the  hay,  out  of  whtcff 
they  had  some  ale,  Dick  then  observes  to  the  vintner,  4<  I  sup- 
pose you  will  know  my  cart  again  from  the  rest  in  the  market ; 
go  and  bid  my  man  bring  the  hay  to  your  house,  and  to  make 
baste  home  with  the  team,"  After  which,  he  made  off  with  all 
convenient  speed.  The  innkeeper,  however,  after  a  battle  with 
the  bumpkin,  appealed  to  a  Justice  of  Peace,  who  ordained  him 
to  lose  ^e  money  for  his  credulity. 

Morris  was  soon  after  detected,  tried,  condemned,  and  execu- 
ted, with  Arthur  Chambers  and  Jack  Goodwin,  at  Tyburn,  im 
1706. 


JACK  GOODWIN  AND  WILLIAM  ELBY. 

Two  low  pick-pockets  and  foot- pads,  the  first  only  remarkable 
for  having  been  the  companion  of  Morris,  and  suffering  with  him 
at  the  same  time  and  place  ;  but  not  for  the  same  offence.  Goon- 
win  was  frequently  in  danger  of  his  fife  from  the  justice  of  the 
law,  and  indeed  was  condemned  to  death  when  but  eleven 
years  of  age,  for  picking  a  merchant's  pocket  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  He  was  so  debased,  as  even  to  rob  his  own  com- 
panions. Having  met  with  another  gentleman  of  the  road  in  the 
country,  they  agreed  to  beg  their  way  together  to  London  ;  for 
which  purpose,  th^  other  feigned  himself  to  be  blind,  and  had  his 
eyelids  closed. with  a  composition  used  for  the  purpose,  while 
Goodwin  was  to  be  a  lame  guide.  Having  been  very  successful, 
and  now  near  the  end  of  their  journey,  they  were  passing  over  a 
little  wooden,  bridge  for  foot-passengers,  which  crossed  a  small 
river.  Goodwin  misled  his  companion,  and  tumbled  him  into  the 
water,  where  he  stood  up  to  the  chin,  fearful  to  turn  to  either 
side.  Go6dwin  made  off  with  the  money  they  had  collected,  and 
the  goods  they  had  stolen,  while  his  companion  was  relieved  by 
1  the  next  passenger,  and  conducted  to  a  house,  where,  by  the 
assistance  of  warm  water,  he  soon  restored  his  own  sight,  but  too 
late  to  find  hi»  false  guide,  who  was  by  this  time  near  London. 
When  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  Jack  was  again  tried  at  the  Old 
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Bailey  for  a  burglary  committed  in  company  with  another,  foi 
which  Jie  suffered  at  Tyburn,  at  the  same  time  with  Morris,  at 
J>efore-  mentioned  • 

„  Eurr  was  remarkable  only  for  his  good  fortune  in  escaping  de- 
tection for  many  years,  when  about  a  dozen,  with  whom  he  had 
associated  at  different  times,  were  all  executed.  These  Warnings, 
however,  only  hardened  him  in  iniquity,1  and  he  used  to  say,  jus. 
tice  could  not  overtake  him*  lie  was  at  last  condemned  and  par- 
ooned,  and  again  condemned  for  murder  and  robbery,  for  which 
he  was  hung  in  chains  at  Fulham  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in 
1702,  aged  32  years.  Elby  was  so  noted  a  pick. pocket,  that  a 
bet  having  been  laid  between  a  shoemaker  and  another,  while 
drinking  in  a  tavern,  <that  the  former  would  defy  all  the  pick-pock- 
ets  in  the  world  to  get  his  money,  when  he  should  be  on  his  guard, 
Will  was  selected  :  A  guinea  was  produced,  and  marked  particu- 
larly,  so  as  to  be  known  again,  which  the  shoemaker  put  in  his  mouth 
and  walked  away.  Elby  followed  him  from  place  to  place,  till  he 
came  under  ,the  piazzas  at  Covent  Garden,  when  he  pulled  out  a 
pocket  handkerchief,  in  which  was  some  old  shillings,  and  drop, 
ping  the  money  with  a  noise,  a  mob  was  presently  around  him, 
among  which  was  the  shoemaker,  helping  him  to  collect  his  mo. 
hey.  Some  of  the  mob  asked  Will  if  he  had  got  all  his  money  ; 
'*  I  have  all  my  money,"  says  he,  "  but. a  guinea,  with  such  a 
mark  upon  it,  which  I  think  that  gentleman  has  in  his  mouth, 
(pointing  to  the  shoemaker)  by  what  I  perceive  of  him."  The 
mob  searched  Crispin's  mouth  by  force,  and  finding  such  a  guinea 
as  Elby  described;  gave  it  him,  and  set  to  buifetting  the  shoemak- 
er. The  latter  returned  to  the  tavern,  where  the  guinea  had  got 
Wore  him,  and  was  well  laughed  at,  besides  losing  a  bet  of  two 
guineas* 


THOMAS   WITHERINGTON. 

This  person  was  the  son  of  a  worthy  gentleman  of  Carlisle,  in' 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  who  possessed  a  considerable  estate, 
atfd  brought  up  bis  children  suitable  to  his  condition,    Thomas, 
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the  subject  of  this  memoir,  received  a  liberal  education,  ash!* 
father  intended  be  should  live  free  from  the  toil  and  hazard  of  busi- 
ness. The  father  dying,  Thomas  came  into  possession  of  the  es- 
tate, which  soon  procured  him  a  rich  wife,  who  afterwards  proved 
the  chief  cause  of  his  ruin.  She  was  loose  in  her  conduct,  and  viohit- 
ed  her  matrimonial  obligations,  which  drove  him  from  his  house  to 
seek  happiness  in  the  tavern,  or  in  the  company  of  abandoned  wo- 
men. These  by  degrees  perverted  all  the  good  qualities  he  pos- 
sessed ;  nor  was  his  estate  less  subject  to  ruin  and  decay  ;  for  the 
mortgages  he  made  of  it,  in  order  to  support  his  luxury  and  pro- 
fusion, soon  reduced  his  circumstances  to  the  lowest  ebb.  Thus  re* 
duced  to  poverty,  how  could  a  man  of  his  late  affluent  fortune,  and 
unacquainted  with  business,  procure  a  maintenance  ?  He  was  posses- 
sed of  too  independent  a  spirit  to  stoop  either  to  relations  or  friends 
for  a  precarious  subsistence  ;  and  to  solicit  the  benevolence  of  his 
fellow  men,  was  what  his  soul  abhorred  :  Starve,  he  could  not,  and 
only  one  way  of  living  presented  itself  to  his  choice,  levying  con* 
tributions  on  the  road.  This  he  followed  for  six.  or  seven  years 
with  tolerable  success,  and  we  shall  now  relate  a  few  of  his  most 
remarkable  adventures. 

Upon  his  first  outset  he  repaired  to  a  friend,  and,  with  a  grave 
face,  lamented  his  late  irregularities,  and  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  live  by  some  honest  means;  but  for  this  purpose  he  requir- 
ed a  little  money  to  assist  him  in  establishing  himself^  and  hoped  his 
friend  would  find  it  convenient  to  accommodate  him.  His  friend 
was  overjoyed  at  the  prospect  of  his  amendment,  and  willingly  lent 
him  fifty  pounds,  with  as  many  blessings  and  advices.  But  Wi- 
therington  frustrated  the  expectations  of  his  friend,  and,  with  the 
money,  bought  himself  a  horse,  and  other  necessaries  fit  for  his  fu- 
ture enterprises* 

One  night  he  stopt  at  Keswick  in  Cumberland,  where  he  met 
with  the  Dean  of  Carlisle.  Being  equally  learned,  they  found  each 
others  company  very  agreeabfe,  and  Witherington  passed  himself 
for  a  gentleman  who  had  just  returned  from  the  East  Indies,  with 
a  handsome  competency  ;  and  was. returning  to  his  friends  at  Car- 
lisle, among  whom  he  had  a  rich  uncle  who  had  lately  died,  and 
left  him  sole  heir  to  his  estate.  "  True,"  says  the  Pean,  "  I  hare 
often  heard  of  a  relation  of  Mr  Witherington's  being  in  the  East 
Indies ;  but  his  family,  I  can  assure  you,  received  repeated  infbr. 
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,  mation  of  his  death,  and  what  prejudice  this  may  have  done  to  your 
affairs  at  Carlisle^  to-morrow  will  be  the  best  witness*"  The  Dean 
then  told  him  his  own  history,  and  concluded  with  these  words  : 
*'  And  I  am  now  informed,  that,  to  support  his  extravagance,  Mr 
Withe rington  frequents  the  road,  and  takes  a  purse  wherever  he 
can  extort  it."  Our  adventurer  seemed  greatly  hurt  at  this  ac- 
count of  his  cousin's  conduct,  and  thanked  the  Doctor  for  his  in- 
formation. They  were  both  fond  of  their  bottle,  and  they  spent 
the  evening  very  agreeably,  promising  to  travel  together  next  day 
to  Carlisle. 

Having  arrived  at  a  wood  on  the  road,  Witherington  rides  close 
up  to  the  Dean,  and  whispered  into  his  ear,  "Sir,  though  the 
place  we  are  at  is  very  private,  yet  willing  what  I  do  should  be 
more  private,  I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  you,  that  you  have 
something  about  yon  that  will  do  me  an  infinite  piece  of  service." 
*4  What's  that  ?"  answered  the  Doctor,  "  you  shall  have  it  with 
all  my  heart.* * — u  I  thank  you  for  your  civil ity,"  says  Wither, 
ington,— "  Well,  then,  to  be  plain,  the  money  in  your  breeches 
pocket  will  be  very  serviceable  to  me  at  the  present  moment."— 
u  Money  !"  rejoined  the  Doctor,—"  Sir,  yon  cannot  want  mo- 
ney ;  your  garb  and  person  both  tell  me  you  are  in  no  want."— 
w  Ay,  but  I  am ;  for  the  ship  I  came  o\er  in  happened  to  be 
wrecked  *  so  that  I  have  lost  all  I  brought  from  India,  and  I  would 
not  enter  Carlisle  for  the  whole  world  without  money  in  my  pocket." 
— Friend,  I  may  urge  the  same  plea  -  and  say,  I  would  not  go  into 
that  city  without  money  for  the  world,— but  what  then  ?  If  you  are 
Mr  Witherington's  nephew,  as  you  pretend  to  be,  you  would  not  thus 
peremptorily  demand  money  of  me  ;  for  at  Carlisle  your  friends 
will  supply  you  ;  and  if  you  have  none  now,  I  will  bear  your  ex- 
penses to  that'  place." — ^  Sir,"  said  Witherington,  u  the  ques- 
tion is  not,— Whether  I  have  money  or  not ;  but  concerning  that 
which  is  in  your  pocket ;  for,  as  you  say,  my  cousin  is  obliged  to 
take  purses  on  the  road,  so  am  I ;  so  that  if  I  take  yours,  you 
may  ride  to  Carlisle,  and  tell  that  Mr  Witherington  met  you,  and 
demanded  your  charity."  After  a  good  deal  of  expostulation,  the 
Dean  was  terrified  at  the  sight  of  a  pistol,  and  delivering  Wither- 
ington a  purse  containing  fifty  guineas,  the  Doctor  pursued  his 
journey  to  Carlisle,  and  our  adventurer  set  off  in  search  of  more 
prey. 

g3 
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Witherington,  being  at  Newcastle,  put  up  at  an  .inn  where, 
some  commissioners  were  to  meet  that  day  to  make  choice  of  a 
schoolmaster  for  a  neighbouring  parish.     The  salary  being  very 
handsome,   many  spruce  young  clergymen  and  students  appeared 
as    competitors  ;    being   possessed    of    sufficient    qualifications, 
Witherington  thinks  of  standing  a  candidate,   and  for  this  pur. 
pose,  borrowed  coarse  plain  clothes  from  the  landlord,  to  make 
his  appearance  correspond  with  the  conduct  he  meant  to  pursue. 
Be  repaired  to  the  kitchen,  and  sitting  down  by  the  fire,  calls 
for  a  mug  of  ale,  putting  on  a  very  dejected  countenance.      One 
of  the  freeholders,  who  came  to  vote,  observing  him  as  he  stood 
warming  himself  by  the  fire,  was  taken  with  his  countenance, 
and  entered   into  conversation  with   Witherington.      He  very 
modestly  let  the  freeholder  know,  that  he  had  come  with  the  in- 
tention of  standing  a  candidate,  but  when  he  saw  so  many  gay 
young  men  as  competitors,  and  fearing  that  every  thing  would  be 
carried  by  interest,  he  resolved  to  return  home.     "  ft  ay,"  re- 
replies  the  honest  freeholder,   "  as  long  as  I  have  a  vote,  justice 
shall  be  done,  and  never  fear,  for  egad,  I  say,  merit  shall  have 
the  place,  and  if  thou  be  found  the  best  scholar,  thou  shall  cer- 
tainly have  it ;  and  to  shew  you  I  am  sincere,  I  ndw,  though  yon 
are  a  stranger  to  me,  promise  you  my  vote,  and  my  interest  like- 
wise."    Witherington  thanked  him  for  his  civility,  and  consent- 
ed to  wait  for  the  trial.     A  keen  contest  took  place  between  two 
of  the  most  successful  candidates,  when  our  adventurer  was  in- 
troduced as  a  man  who  bad  so  much  modesty  as  to  make  him  fear 
appearing  before  so  gaudy  an  assembly  ;  but  who  wished  to  be 
examined.     He  confronted  the  two  opponents,  and  exposed  their 
ignorance  to  the  trustees,  who  were  all  astonished  at  the  stranger. 
He  shewed  it  was  not  a  parcel  of  Greek  and  Latin  sentences  that 
constituted  a  good  scholar,  but  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  book  which  they  read,  and  an  ability  to  discover  the 
design  of  the  author.     Suffice  it  to  say,  that  Witherington  was 
installed  into  the  office  with  all  the  usual  formalities. 

Conducting  himself  with  much  moderation  and  humility,  the 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  took  a  great  fancy  to  him,  and  made 
him  overseer  and  tax-gatherer  to  the  parish ;  and  the  rector  like- 
wise committed  to  his  care  the  collection  of  his  rents  and  ty thes. 
This  friendly  disposition  towards  Witherington  extended  itself 
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•ver  the  parish,  and  never  was  a  man  believed  to  be  more  honest 
or  industrious.  Of  the  latter  qualification,  we  must  say,  in  this 
instance,  he  showed  himself  possessed  ;  but  of  the  former  he  had 
never  any  notion.  His  opinion  had  great  weight  with  the  heads 
of  the  parish,  and  he  proposed  the  erection  of  a  new  school.house  $ 
and  for  this  purpose  offered,  himself,  to  sink  an  year's  salary 
towards  a  subscription.  It  was  willingly  agreed  to,  and  contri- 
butions came  in  from  all  quarters,  and  a  sum  exceeding  seven 
hundred  pounds  was  sjfeedily  raised.  The  mind  of  Withe rington 
was  npw  big  with  hope,  but,  being  discovered  by  two  gentlemen, 
who  had  conie  from  Carlisle,  be  made  off  with  all  the  subscription 
and  funds  in  his  possession  ;  leaving  the  parish  to  reflect  upon  the 
honesty  of  their  schoolmaster,  and  their  own  credulity* 

He  went  to  Buckinghamshire,  and  being  at  an  inn  in  the 
county  town,  fell  into  the  company  of  some  farmers,  who,  he 
discovered,  were  come  to  meet  their  landlord  with  their  rents* 
They  were  all  tenants  of  the  same  proprietor,  and  poured  out 
many  complaints  against  him  for  his  strictness  and  injustice,  in 
not  allowing  some  deduction  from  their  rents,  or  time  after  quar- 
ter-day, when  they  met  with  severe  losses  from  bad  weather  or 
other  causes.  He  learned  that  this  landlord  was  very  rich,  and 
so  miserly,  that  he  denied  himself  even  the  necessaries  of  life; 
our  adventurer,  therefore,  determined,  if  possible,  to  bleed  him 
before  he  parted. 

The  landlord  soon  arrived,  and  the  company  were  shewn  into  a 
private  room  ;  Withe  rington,  upon  pretence  of  being  a  friend  of 
one  of  the  farmers,  and  a  lawyer,  accompanied  them.  He  re- 
quested a  sight  of  the  last  receipts,  and  examined  them  with  great 
care,  and  then  addressing  the  landlord,  "  Sir,"  says  he,  ??  these 
honest  men,  my  friends,  have  been  your  tenants  for  a  long  time, 
and  have  paid  their  rents  very  regularly  ;— -but  why  they  should 
be  so  fond  of  your  farms  at  so  high  a  rent,  i  am  unable  to  com* 
prehend, — when  they  may  get  other  lands,  much  cheaper,— and 
that  you  should  be  so  unreasonable  as  not  to  allow  a  reduction  in 
their  rents  in  a  season  like  this,  when  they  must  lose  instead  of 
gaining  by  their  farms.  It  is  your  duty,  Sir,  to  encourage  . 
them,  and  not  to  grind  them  so  unmercifully,  else  they  will  soda 
be  obliged  to  leave  your  farms  altogether."  The  landlord  en- 
deavoured to  argue  ihe  point,  and  the  farmers  seeing  the  drift  of 
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Witherington,  refrained  from  interfering.  "  It  is  unnecessary/1 
says  Witherington,  "  to  hare  mpre  parley  about  it,  I  insist,  in 
behalf  of  my  friends  here,  that  you  remit  them  a  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  of  the  three  hundred  you  expect  them  to  pay  you, — 
for  I  am  told  you  have  more  than  enough  to  support  yourself  and 
family." — U  Not  a  spuce,"  replied  the  landlord  : — *  *  We'll 
try  that  presently. — But  pray,  Sir,  take  your  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
in  the  mean  time,'  and  write  out  their  receipts,  and  the  money 
shall  be  forthcoming  immediately;" — "  Not  a  letter  till  the 
money  is  in  my  hands,?' — "  It  must  be  so,  then,"  answered 
Witherington  ;  u  you  will  force  a  good  natured  man  to  use  ex. 
tremities  with  you  ;"  and  so  saying,  laid  a  brace  of  loaded  pistols 
on  the  table.  In  a  moment  the  landlord  was  on  his  knees,  cry* 
ing,— u  Oh  !  dear  Sir,  sweet  Sir,  kind  Sir,  merciful  Sir,  for  God 
of  Heaven's  sake,  Sir,  don't  take  away  the  life  of  an  innocent  man, 
Sir,  who  never  intended  harm  to  any  one,  Sir." — "  Why,  what 
barm  do  I  intend  you,  friend  ?  Cannot  I  lay  the  pistols  I  travel 
with  on  the  table,  but  you  must  throw  yourself  into  this  unneces- 
sary fear  ?  Pray,  proceed  to  the  receipts,  anil  write  them  in  full 
of  all  demands  to  this  time,  or  else"— -u  Oh,  God,  Sir  ! — 'Oh,  dear 
Sir  ! — You  have  an  intention,  pray,  dear  Sir,— have  no  intention 
against  my  life.'?>-—  "  To  the  receipts  then,-*-or,  by  Jupiter 
Ammon  !  I'll'?—"  O  yes,  I  will,  Sir."— With  this  the  old  land, 
lord  wrote  full  receipts,  and  delivered  them  to  the  respective,  ■ 
farmers. 

*VCome,'?  says  Witherington,  6i  this  is  honest,  and  to  shew 
you,  you  have  to  deal  with  honest  people,  here  is  the  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds ;  and  I  promise  you,  in  the  name  of  these  honest  men,* 
that  if  things  succeed  well,  you  shall  have  the  other  half  next 
quarter-day."  The  farmers  paid  the  money,  and  departed 
astonished,  and  not  a  little  afraid,  at  the  consequences  of  this 
proceeding.  Witherington  ordered  his  horse,  and  enquired  at 
the  hostler  the  road  the  old  gentleman  had  to  travel,  and  took  his 
departure. 

4  He  took  the  road  by  which  the  old  gentleman  had  to  travel, 

.and  soon  observed  him  jogging  away,  in  sullen  silence,  with  a   . 

servant  behind  him.     When  he  observed  our  hero,  he  would  have 

turned,  but  Witherington  seized  the  bridle  of  his  horse,  and /arced 

him  to  proceed.    He  bantered  him  upon  the  folly  of  hoarding  up 
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wealth,  without  enjoying  it  himself,  merely  for  some  spendthrift 
son  to  squander  after  his  death.  "  No,"  says  he,  "  money  is  a 
blessing  sent  us  from  Heaven,  in  order  that,  by  its  circulation,  it 
may  afford  nourishment  to  the  body  politic  ;  for,  if  such  wretches 
as  you,  by  laying  up  thousands  in  your  coffers  to  no  advantage, 
cause  a  stagnation,  there  are  thousands  in  the  world  that  must 
feel  the  consequences,  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  of  them  ;  so  that 
a  better  deed  cannot  be  done,  than  to  bestow  what  you  have  about 
you  upon  me  ;  for,  to  be  plain  with  you,  I  am  not  to  be  refused  •*• 
and  so  saying,  presented  his  pistol.  The  old  gentleman  terrified 
for  his  life,  resigned  his  purse,  containing  more  than  three  hun. 
dred  and  fifty  guineas;  and  Witherington,  unbuckling  the  port, 
ipanteau  from  behind  the  servant,  placed  it  on  his  own  horse.  He 
left  the  old  landlord  with  an  admonition,  to  be  in  future  aJable 
and  generous  to  his  tenants,  for  they  were  the  persons  that  sup* 
ported  him,  and  that,  if  he  ever  again  heard  complaints  from  them, 
he  would  visit  his  house,  and  partake  liberally  of  what  he  m  ;>st 
fancied. 

The  county,  after  this  adventure,  were  up  in  pursuit  of  Wi, 
tberington,  and  he  retired  to  Cheshire  with  great  expedition. 
The  first  house  he  put  up  at,  was  an  inn  kept  by  a  young  widow, 
noted  as  well  for  her  kindness  to  travellers,  as  her  wealth  and 
beauty;  She  paid  our  adventurer  great  attention,  and  invited  him 
to  be  of  a  party,  consisting  of  some  friends,  she  was  to  have  that 
evening.  He  was  not  blind  to  the  charms  of  the  widow,  and  glad, 
ly  accepted  the  invitation.  The  company  he  found  to  consist 
chiefly  of  gentlemen,  whom  he  could  discover  were  angling  for 
tfee  widow's  riches.  Witherington  received  great  favour  in  the 
eyes  of  the  lady,  and  she  asked  him  to  favour  the  company  with  a 
song,  as  she  was  sure,  from  his  sweet  clear  voice,  he  could  per. 
form  well.  Witherington,  wanting  no  farther  importunity  from 
a  person  he  had  fixed  his  affections  upon,  complied  with  the  re- 
quest, and  sung  an  amorous  ditty,  very  applicable  to  his  present 
situation,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  side  glance  and  a  sigh,  ena- 
bled the  widow  to  draw  the  most  favourable  inferences.  He  was 
completely  successful,  and  the  widow  evidently  was  vanquished. 
Witherington  was  now  requested  by  the  widow,  to  relate  some 
story  concerning  himself,  4C  as  certainly  a  person  ztho  could 
make  himself  so  agreeable ,  and  make  others  take'- such  an  into* 
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been  pleasad  to  set  her  affections  on  me,  I  hare  wrote  this  letter 
purely  to  acquaint  you,  that  being  obliged  to  go  to  London,  and 
the  journey  being  pretty  long,  I  could  not  do  better  than  make 
use  of  the  money  in  the  closet,  which  you  was  so  good  as  to  say 
was  at  my  service.  1  was  in  exceeding  haste  when  I  began  to 
Write  this,  so  that  I  can  spare  no  more  time  than  to  request  you  to 
be  sure  of  thinking  on  me  till  my  return.      J.  Witherington.** 

After  writing  this,  he  went  privately  into  the  widow's  closet, 
and  secured  all  her  ready  money,  which  amounted  to  above  three 
hundred  pounds ;  then  going  into  the  stable,  saddled  his  horse, 
mounted,  and  rode  out  at  the  back-door,  leaving  the  family  fast 
asleep,  and  the  widow  and  her  gentleman  lover  to  prosecute  their 
amours  as  they  thought  fit. 

Witherington,  not  yet  content  with  the  spoil  obtained  from 
the  parish  and  from  the  widow,  repaired  to  the  London  road, 
where  he  committed  a  robbery  between  Acton  and  Uxbridge; 
after  which  he  was  detected,  and  committed  to  Newgate,  where 
he  led  a  most  profligate  life  until  the  day  of  his  execution. 

He  was  executed  with  Jonathan  Woodward  and  James  PhiK 
pot)  two  most  notorious  housebreakers,  who  had  once  before  re. 
ceived  mercy  from  King  James   I.  upon  his  ascension  to  the 
throne.     One  of  the  name  of  Elliot ,  the  son  of  a  respectable  lady 
then  living,  was  condemned  at  the  same  time,  but  afterwards 
pardoned.     This  individual,  thus  restored  to  society  by  the  royal 
clemency,  afterwards  became  a  worthy  citizen,  and  a  good  Chris- 
tian.    Out  of  compassion  for  other  criminals,  and  in  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  king's  favour,  his  mother,  upon  her  death-bed, 
bequeathed  a  handsome  sum  to  the  parish  of  St  Sepulchre's  in 
London,  upon  the  condition  of  finding  a  man  who  should  always, 
between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  of  the  night  pre. 
vious  to  the  execution  of  any  unhappy  criminal,  go  under  New- 
gate, and,  giving  notice  of  his  approach  by  the  ringing  of  a  bell, 
remind  the  prisoners  of  their  approaching  end,  by  repeating  re- 
ligious exhortations,  tending  to  prepare  them  for  death.    Wither- 
ington and  his  companions  in  death  were  the  first  to  whom  these 
exhortations  were  given,  and  as  the  design  is  truly  benevolent, 
and  as  they  are  often  fraught  with  incalculable  blessings  to  the 
guilty,  we  will  gratify  our  readers  by  the  insertion  of  them,  and 
with  this  close  the  life  of  Witherington. 
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The  person  appointed,  after  enquiring  at  the  criminals  if 
they  are  awake,  and  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  proceeds 
thus : 

"  Gentlemen,  I  am  the  unwelcome  messenger,  who  comes  to  in- 
form you,  that  to-morrow  you  must  die.  Your  time  is  but  short, 
the  time  slides  away  apace,  the  glass  runs  fast,  and  the  last  sand 
being  now  about  to  drop,  when  you  must  launch  out  into  bound- 
less eternity,  give  not  yourselves  to  sleep,  but  watch  and  pray,  to 
gain  eternal  life.  Repent  sooner  than  St.  Peter,  and  repent 
before  the  cock  crows,  for  now  repentance  is  the  only  road 
to  salvation  ;  be  fervent  in  this  great  duty,  and  without  doubt  you 
may  to-morrow  be  with  the  penitent  thief  in  Paradise*  Pray, 
without  ceasing :  Quench  not  the  Spirit :  Abstain  from  all  ap- 
pearance of  evil :  As  your  own  wickedness  hath  caused  all  this 
to  fall  upon  you,  and  brought  the  day  of  tribulation  near  at  hand, 
so  let  goodness  be  your  sole  comfort,  that  y6ur  souls  may  find  per- 
.  petual  rest  with  your  blessed  Saviour,  who  died  for  the  sips  of  the 
world  ;  he  will  wipe  all  tears  from  your  eyes,  remove,  your  sor- 
rows, and  assuage  your  grief,  so  that  your  sin. sick  souls  shall  be 
healed  for  evermore.  I  exhort  you,  earnestly,  not  to  be  negli. 
gent  of  the  work  of  your  salvation,  which  depends  upon  your  sin. 
cere  devotion  betwixt  this  and  to-morrow,  when  the  sword  of  jus. 
tice  shall  send  you  out  of  the  land  of  the  living.  Fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  and  lay  hold  of  eternal  life  whilst  you  may,  for  there . 
is  no  repentance  in  the  grave  :  Ye  have  pierced  yourselves  with 
many  sorrows,  but  a  few  hours  will  bring  you  to  'a  place  where , 
you  will  know  nothing  out  joy  and  gladness*  Love  righteousness, 
and  hate  iniquity,  then  God,  even  your  God,  will  anoint  you  with 
the  oil  of  gladness  above  your  fellows.  Go  now  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  that  ye  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help 
in  time  of  need.  The  God  of  peace  sanctify  you  wholly  !  and  I 
pray  God,  your  whole  spirits,  and  souls,  and  bodies,  may  be  pre- 
served blameless,  until  the  meeting  of  your  blessed  Redeemer! 
The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  you !  Christ  have  mercy  upon  you  I 
Sweet  Jesus  receive  your  souls  !  and  to-morrow  may  you  sup  with 
him  in  Paradise  !  Amen  !  Amen !" 

Next  day,  when  they  were  to  die,  the  bell  on  the  steeple  was 
tolled,  and  the  cart  stopped  under  the  church-yard  wall  at  St.  Se~ 
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pulchre's,  where  the  same  person  repeated  from  the  wall  the  fell, 
lowing  additional  exhortation : 

"  Gentlemen,  consider  now  you  are  going  out  of  this  world  int» 
another,  where  you  will  live  in  happiness  or  woe,  for  evermore. 
Make  your  peace  with  God  Almighty,  and  let  your  whole  thoughts7 
be  entirely  bent  upon  your  latter  end.  Cursed  is  he  that  hang* 
e(h  on  a  tree  ;  but  it  is  hoped  the  fatal  tie  will  bring  your  preci- 
ous souls  to  an  union  with  the  great  Creator  of  Heaven  and  earth, 
to  whom  I  recommend  your  souls,  in  this  your  final  hour  of  dis- 
tress* Lord  have  mercy  upon  you  !  Christ  look  down  upon  you, 
and  comfort  you  !  Sweet  Jesus  receive  your  souls  this  day  fntt 
eternal  life  I  Amen." 


«e 


THOMAS  RUMBOLD. 

Rum  bold  was  the  son  of  honest  and  industrious  parents,  who 
fived  at  Ipswich  in  Suffolk.  In  his  youth  he  was  apprenticed 
to  a  bricklayer ;  but  evil,  inclinations  having  an  ascendency  over 
his  mind,  he  eloped  from  his  employment  before  a  third  part  of 
Ms  time  was  passed.  In  order  to  support  himself  after  having 
absconded,  and  having  a  great  desire  to  see  London,  be  repaired 
thither,  and  soon  confederated  himself  with  a  gang  of  robbers.  In 
conjunction  with  these,  he  shared  in  many  daring  exploits  ;  but 
wishing  to  try  his  skill  and  fortune  alone,  he  feft  them,  and  re-' 
paired  to  the  road. 

He  travelled  from  London  with  the  intention,  of  way  .laying 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Having  got  sight  of  the  party 
between  Rochester  and  Sittingborn  in  Kent,  he  got  into  a  field ; 
and  placing  a  tablecloth  on  the  grass,  on  which  he  placed  seve- 
ral handful s  of  gold  and  silver,  took  a  box  and  dice  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  commenced  a  game  at  hazard  by  himself.  His  Grace 
observing  him  in  this  situation,  sent  a  servant  to  enquire  the 
meaning,  who,  upon  coming  near  Rumbold,  heard  him  swearing 
and  rioting  about  his  losses,  bu*  i  ever  paid  the  least  attention  to  bisi 
questions.    The  servant  returned,  and  informed  the  Prelate^  who 
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alighted,  and  seeing  none  but  Rumbold,  asked  him  whom  he 
played. with  ?  "  Pray,  Sir,*'  says  Rumbold,  "  be  silent, — five 
hundred  pounds  lost  in  a  jiffey  1"  His  Grace  was  about  to  speak 
again, — ii  Aye,"  continues  Runlbold,  always  playing  on, u  there 
goe«  a  hundred  more!"     "  Pr'ythee"  said  the  Archbishop,  u  do 

tell  me  whom) on  play  with,"    Rumbold  replied,   "  with ," 

naming  some  one,  who  perhaps  never  had  existence.  "  And 
kow  will  yon  send  the  money  to  him  ?"  u  By  his  ambassadors,'1 
quoth  Rumbold,  "  and  considering  your  Grace  as  one  of  them  ex- 
traordinary, I  shall  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  carry  it  to  him." 
He  accordingly  rose  and  rode  up  to  the  carriage,  and  placing  in 
the  seat  about  six  hundred  pounds,  rode  off.  He  proceeded  on 
the  road  he  knew  the  Archbishop  had  to  travel,  and  both,  after 
having  refreshed  at  Sittingborn,  again  took  the  road,  Rumbold 
preceding  the  Bishop  by  a  little  distance.  He  waited  at  a  con. 
venient  place,  and  again  placed  himself  on  the  grass  in  the  same 
manner  as  before,  only  having  very  little  money  on  the  cloth. 
The  Bishop  again  observed  him,  and  now  believing  him  really  to 
be  a  mad  gamester,  walked  up  to  him,  and  just  as  his  Grace  was 
going  to  accost  him,  Rumbold  cries  out  with  great  joy,—4'  Six 
hundred  pounds!"— "  What!"  said  the  Archbishop,  '*  losing 
again,"—-46  No,  by  God,"  replied  Kumbold,  u  won  six  hun- 
dred pounds, — [Ml  play  this  hand  out,  and  then  leave  off,  while 
I4m  well."  u  And  who  have  you  win  of,"  said  his  Grace  ;— «"  Of 
the  same  person  that  I  left  the  six  hundred  pounds  for  with  you 
before  dinner."— u  And  how  will  yon  get  your  winnings  ?"— °  Of 
his  ambassador  to  be  sure,"  says  Rumbold,  so  presenting  his 
pistol  and  drawn  sword,  rode  up  to  the  carriage  and  took  from 
the  seat  his  own  money,  and  fourteen  hundred  pounds  besides, 
with  which  he  got  clear  off. 

With  part  of  this  money  Rumbold  bought  himself  an  eligible 
situation  ;  but  still  he  could  not  give  np  his  propensity  of  appro- 
priating to  himself  the  purses  of  others.  For  many  miles  round 
London  he  had  the  waiters  and  chamber-maids  of  the  inn  enlisted 
into  his  service,  and  though,  fo  appearance,  in  an  honest  way  of 
gaining  a  livelihood,  he  continued  his  nefarious  courses  to  a  great 
extent.  He  was  not  indeed  always  successful ;  having  once  been 
apprised  of  two  rich  travellers  being  at  ah  inn,  where  one  of  his 
assistants  were,  he  left  Loadon  immediately,  and  waited  on  the 
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road  which  he  had  been  informed  the  travellers  were  to  ttk&f 
Long,  however,  he  might  have  waited,  for  the  travellers  were  too 
cunning,  they  pretended  to  be  travelling  .to  the  place  which  they 
had  last  left.  Determined  not  to  return  without  doing  spine  busi- 
ness, he  waited  on  the  road.  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  attended  by  a 
single  footman,  soon  appeared,  and  being  known  to  his  Lordship, 
he  disguised  himself  by  throwing  his  long  hair  over  his  face,  and 
holding  it  with  his  teeth.  In  this  clumsy  mask  he  rode  up,  de- 
manded his  Lordship's  purse,  and  threatened  to  shoot  both  the 
servant  and  him,  if  they  made  the  least  resistance.  Expostu- 
lations were  in  vain,  and  he  proceeded  to  rifle  the  Earl :  In  his 
his  coat  and  waistcoat  he  found  nothing  but  dice  and  cards-,-  and 
was  much  enraged,  till,  feeling  the  other  pockets,  he  discovered  a 
nest  of  goldfinches,  with  which  he  was  mightily  pleased,  and  said 
he  would  take  them  home,  and  cage  them ;  recommending  his 
Lordship  to  return  to  his  regiment,  and  attend  to  his  duty,  and, 
as  an  encouragement,  gave  him  a  shilling. 

As  Rumbold  was  riding  along  the  road,  he  met  a  country  girt 
with  a  milk.pail  on  her  head*  with  whose  beauty  and  symmetry  of 
shape  he  was  greatly  taken.     They  entered  into  conversation, 
%  Rumbold  alighted,  and,  excusing  himself  for  the  freedom,  sat  be- 
side her  while  she  milked  her  cows*     They  became  very  familiar, 
and  desires  were  inflamed  in  him,  which  they  soon  found  an  op- 
portunity to  gratify.     Pleased  with  each  others  company,  they 
made  an  assignation  the  same  evening*     Our  adventurer  was  to 
come  to  her  father's  house  at  a  late  hour,  and,  pretending  to  have 
lost  his  road,  solicit  a  night's  lodging.    This  plan  was  accord- 
ingly followed  out,  but  they  were  disappointed  in  each  other's  so- 
ciety that  evening  ;  for  some  one  of  the  family  kept  astir  all-night, 
Determined,  however,  not  to  leave  his  fair  convert,  he  pretended 
in  the  morning  to  be  taken  dangerously  ill,  and  the  good  farmer 
rode  off  immediately  for  medical  assistance.     All  the  power  of 
surgery,  however,  could  not  discover  his  ailment.     The  farmer 
kindly  insisted  upon  his  remaining  where  he  was,  until  he  should . 
recover,  to  whicJjhe,  with  great  professions  of  gratitude,  assented. 
He  had  his  paramour  appointed  to  attend  him,  and  they  continued 
their  criminal  indulgences  for  several  days ;  at  last,  fearing  too 
long  an  illness  might  alarm  the  farmer,  he  called  him  one  evening, 
and  offering  him  money  for  the  trouble  and  expence  he  had  pnt 
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them  to,  which  the  tother  refused  with  many  assurances  of  welcome, 
and  telling  him  he  had  plenty  to  spare,  and  always  wished  to  be 
hospitable.  Completely  overpowered  by  snch  generosity,  Rumbold 
wished  to  make  some  apparent  return  ;  and  borrowing  a  name, 
told  him  he  was  a  batchelor  of  property  in  a  certain  county ;  that 
he  had  hitherto  remained  secure  against  the  attacks  of  beauty, 
but  that  he  now  was  vanquished  by  the  attractions  of  his  daughter, 
and  hoped,  if  the  girl  had  no  objections,  that  a  proposal  of  mar- 
riage would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  family.  The  farmer,  in 
his  turn,  overcome  by  such  a  mark  of  condescension,  expressed 
himself  highly  gratified  by  the  proposal,  and,  upon  communicating 
it  to  the  family,  all  were  agreeable,  aud  none  more  so  than  the 
girl.  The  idea  of  adding  gentility  to  the  fortune  which  the  farmer 
intended  for  his  daughter,  quite  elated  him,  and  made  him  ex. 
tremely  anxious  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  Suitor.  Rumbold  fol. 
lowed  out  the  design,  and  his  endearments  with  the  daughter  were 
thus  more  frequent  than  he  expected.  His  principal  design  was 
to  sift  the  girl  as  to  the  quantity  of  money  her  father  had  in  the 
house,  and  where  it  lay;  but  was  chagrined  when  informed  that 
there  were  only  a  few  pounds  ;  that  a  few  days  before  they  met, 
her  father  had  made  a  great  purchase,  which  took  all  his  ready 
money.  Seeing  now  that  there  was  no  chance  of  gleaning  the 
father's  harvest,  though  he  had  cropt  the  mother's  labour,  he  re. 
solved  to  leave  the  family,  and  accordingly  one  evening  took  his. 
march  incognito,  leaving  the  girl  a  present  of  twenty  pieces  of 
gold,  enclosed  in  a  copy  of  verses. 

He  proceeded  on  the  road,  and  met  with  no  person  worthy  his 
notice,  until  the  following  day,  when  a  singular  occurrence  hap- 
pened  to  him.  Passing  by  a  small  coppice  between  two  hills,  a 
gentleman,  as  he  supposed,  darted  out  upon  him,  and  commanded 
him  t6  stand,"  and  deliver.  Rumbold  requested  him  to  have  pa. 
tie  nee,  and  he  would  surrender  all  his  property,  when,  putting 
his  hand  in  his  pocket,  he  drew  a  pistol,  and  fired  at  his  opponent 
without  the  shot  taking  effect.  "  If  you  are  for  sport,"  cried 
the  other,  "you  shall  have  it ;"  and  instantly  shot  him  slightly  in 
the  thigh,  at  the  same  moment,  drawing  his  sword,  cut  Rumbold's 
reins  at  one  blow  ;  thus  rendering  him  unable  to  manage  his 
horse.  Rumbold  fired  his  remaining  pistol,  and  again  missed  his 
adversary,  but  shot  his  horse  dead.     Thus  dismounted;  the  gentle. 

•  H 


L- 


lftf  UTU  Of  FIRATtS,  HIGHWAYMEN,  &C. 

man  made  a  thrust  at  him  with  his  sword,  which  missing  RqmhokJ, 
penetrated  his  horse,  and  brought  them  once  more  upon  an 
equal  footing.  After  hard  fighting  on  both  sides,  our  adventurer 
threw  his  adversary,  bound  him  hand  and  foot,  and  proceeded  to 
his  more  immediate  object  of  rifling.  Upon  opening  his  coat,  he 
was  amazed  to  discover  that  he  had  been  fighting  with  a  woman. 
Raising  her  up  in  his  arms,  he  exclaimed,  "  Pardon  me,  most 
courageous  Amazon,  for  thus  rudely  dealing  with  you ;  it  was 
nothing  but  ignorance  that  caused  this  error  ;  for,  could  my  dim- 
sighted  soul  bave  distinguished  what  you  were,  the  great  love  and 
respect  I  bear  for  your  sex,  would  have  deterred  me  from  coo. 
tending  with  you ;  but  I  esteem  this  ignorance  of  mine  as  the 
greatest  happiness,  since  knowledge,  in  this  case,  might  have  de- 
prived me  of  the  opportunity  of  knowing  there  could  be  so  much 
valour  in  a  woman.  For  your  sake,  I  shall  for  ever  retain  a  very 
high  esteem  for  the  worst  of  females."  The  Amazon  replied,  that 
this  was  neither  a  place  nor  opportunity  for  eloquent  speeches,  but 
that,  if  he  felt  no  reluctance,  she  would  conduct  him  to  a  more 
appropriate  place ;  to  this  he  readily  assented.  They  entered  a 
dark  wood,  and  following  the  winding  of  several  obscure  passa- 
ges, arrived  at  a  house  upon  which  the  sun  had  not  shone  since 
the  deluge.  A  number  of  servants  appeared,  and  bustled  about 
their  lady,  whose  disguise  was  familiar  to  them,  but  were  astonish- 
ed to  see  her  return  on  foot  attended  by  a  stranger. 

They  were  conducted  to  an  elegant  apartment,  and,  after  having 
been  refreshed  by  whatever  the  house  afforded,  they  became  very 
familiar,  and  Rumbold  pressed  bis  companion  to  relate  her  history, 
which,  with  great  frankness,  she  related  in  the  following  words  ; 

Tarn  Story  or  t#b  Female  Robber. 

cs  I  cannot^  Sir,  deny  your  request,  since  we  seem  to  have 
formed  a  friendship,  which  I  hope  will  turn  out  to  mutual  advan. 
tage,  I  am  the  daughter  of  a  sword-cutler ;  in  my  youth  my  mo- 
ther would  have  taught  me  to  handle  a  needle,  but  my  martial  spi. 
rit  gainsaid  all  persuasions  to  that  purpose.  I  never  could  bear  to 
be  among  the  utensils  of  the  kitcheo,  but  was  constantly  in  my  fa. 
ther's  shop,  and  took  wonderful  delight  in  handling  the  warlike 
pptruments  he  made ;  to  take  a  sharp  and  well  mounted  sword  in 
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my  band,  and  brandish  it,  was  my  chief  recreation.  Being  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  I  studied,  by  every  means  possible,  how  I 
might  form  an  acquaintance  with  a  fencing,  master.  Time  brought 
my  desires  to  an  accomplishment ;  for  such  a  person  came  into  my 
father's  shop  to  have  a  blade  furbished,  and  it  so  happened  that 
there  was  none  to  answer  him  but  myself.  Having  given  him  the 
satisfaction  he  desired,  though  he  did  not  expect  it  from  me ; 
among  other  questions,  I  asked  him,  if  he  was  not  a  professor  of 
the  noble  science  of  self-defence  ?  which  I  was  pretty  sure  of  from 
his  postures,  looks,  and  expressions.  He  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative, and  I  informed  him  I  was  glad  of  the  opportunity,  and 
begged  him  to  conceal  my  intentions,  while  I  requested  he  would 
instruct  me  in  the  art  of  fencing.  At  first  he  seemed  amazed  at 
my  proposal,  but,  perceiving  I  was  resolved  in  good  earnest,  her 
granted  my  request,  and  appointed  a  time  which  he  could  conve- 
niently allot  to  that  purpose.  In  a  short  while  I  became  so  ex- 
pert at  back-sword  and  single  rapier,  that  I  no  longer  required  his 
assistance,  and  my  parents  never  once  discovered  this  transaction* 
"I  shall  wave  what  exploits  1  did  by  the  help  of  my  disguise, 
and  only  tell  you,  that  when  I  reached  the  age  of  fifteen,  an  inn* 
keeper  married  me,  and  carried  me  into  the  country.  For  two 
years  we  lived  peaceably  and  Comfortably  together ;  but  at  length 
the  violent  and  imperious  temper  of  my  husband  called  my  natu- 
ral humour  into  action.  Once  a  week  we  seldom  missed  a  com* 
bat,  which  generally  proved  very  sharp,  especially  on  the  head  of 
the  poor  ion-keeper ;  the  gaping  wounds  of  our  discontent  were 
not  easily  salved,  and  they  in  a  manner  became  incurable.  I  was 
not  much  inclined  to  love  him,  because  he  was  a  man  of  a  mean 
and  dastardly  spirit,  and  thought  it  inconsistent  that  a  dunghill 
cock  should  crow  over  a  game  hen.  Being  likewise  stinted  in 
cash,  my  life  grew  altogether  comfortless,  and  I  looked  oil  my 
condition  as  insupportable,  and,  as  a  means  of  mitigating  my  trou- 
bles, adopted  the  resolution  of  borrowing  a  purse  occasionally.  I 
judged  this  resolution  safe  enough,  if  I  were  not  detected  in  the 
wery  act ;  for  who  could  suspect  me  to  be  a  robber,  wearing  abroad 
man's  apparel,  but  at  home  that  suitable  to  my  sex  ?  besides,  no  , 
one  could  procure  better  information,  or  had  more  frequent  op- 
portunities than  myself;  for,  keeping  an  inn,  who  could  ascertain 
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what  booty  their  guests  carried  with  them  better  than  their  land- 
lady ? 

44  As  you  can  vouch,  Sir,  I  knew  myself  not  to  be  destitute  of 
courage  ;  what  {hen  could  hinder  me  from  entering  on  such  enter* 
prises  ?  Having  thus  resolved,,  I  soon  provided  myself  with  the 
necessary  habiliments  for  my  scheme,  carried  it  into  immediate 
execution,  and  continued  wi  tK  great  success,  never  having  failed 
till  now.  Instead  of  riding  to  market,  or  travelling  five  or  six 
miles  about  some  piece  of  business  (the  usual  pretences  with  which 
I  blinded  my  husband)  I  would,  when  out  of  sight,  take  the  road 
to  the  house  where  we  now  are,  where  I  metamorphosed  myself, 
and  proceeded  to  the  road  in  search  of  prey.  Not  long  since,  my 
husband  had  one  hundred  pounds  due  to  him  about  twenty  miles 
from  borne,  and  appointed  a  certain  day  for  receiving  it.  Glad  f 
was  to  hear  of  this,  and  instantly  resolved  to  be  revenged  on  him 
for  all  the  injuries  and  churlish  outrages  he  had  Committed  against 
me  :  I  knew  very  well  the  way  he  went,  and  understood  the  time 
he  intended  to  return.  I  way-laid  him,  and  had  not  to  wait  above 
three  hours,  when  my  lord  and  master  made  his  appearance,  whist- 
ling with  joy  at  his  heavy  purse.  I  soon  made  him  change  the 
tune  to  a  more  doleful  ditty  in  lamentation  of  his  bad  fortune.  I 
permitted  him  to  pass,  but  soon  overtook  him,  and  keeping  close 
by  him  for  a  mile  or  two,  when  at  length  I  found  the  coast  clear, 
I  rode  up  and  seized  his  bridle,  presented 'a  pistol  to  his  breast, 
and,  in  a  hoarse  voice,  demanded  his  purse,  else  he  was  a  dead  man. 
This  imperious  don,  seeing  death  before  his  face,  had  nearly  saved 
me  the  trouble  by  dying  without  compulsion ;  and  so  terrified  did 
he  appear,  that  he  looked  liker  an  apparition  than  any  thing  hu- 
man* Sirrah  !  said  I,  be  expeditious  \  but  a  dead  palsy  had  so 
seized  every  part  of  him,  that  his  eyes  were  incapable  of  directing 
his  hands  to  his  pockets.  I  soon  recalled  his  spirits,  by  two  ot 
three  sharp  blows  with  the  flat  of  my  sword,  which  speedily  wa- 
kened him,  and,  with  great  trembling  and  submission,  he  resigned 
his  money.  After  I  had  dismdunted  him,  I  cut  his  horse's  reins 
and. saddle  girths,  beat  him  roost  soundly,  and  dismissed  him,  say- 
1M&* —  Now,  you  rogue,  I  am  even  with  you,  have  a  care,  the 
ne**  kme  you  strike  a  woman,  (your  wife,  I  mean)  for  none  but 
such  as  dare  not  fight  a  man,  will  lift  up  his  hand  against  the  wea- 
ervesse).   Now,  you  see  what  it  is  to  provoke  them,  for,  if  once 
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irritated,  they  are  restless  till  they  accomplish  their  revenge  to 
satisfaction  :  I  have  a  good  mind  to  end  your  wicked  courses  with 
your  life,  inhuman  varlet,  but  I  am  loth  to  be  hanged  for  nothing, 
I  mean  for  such  a' worthless  man  as  you.  Farewell,  this  money 
shall  serve  me  to  purchase  wine  to  drink  a  toast  to  the  confusion 
of  all   such  rascally  and  mean- spirited  things  ! — I  ttan  left  him, 

and  : —" 

This  extraordinary  character  was  about  to  proceed  with  the  nar- 
ration of  her  exploits,  when  the  servant  announced  the  arrival 
of  two  gentlemen.  »She  left  the  room  ;  and  returning  with  her 
friends,  apologized  to  our  adventurer  for  the  interruption,  but. 
hoped  he  would  not  find  the  company  of  her  companions  dis- 
agreeable, whom  he  soon  discovered  to  be  likewise  females  in  dis- 
guise* The  conversation  now  became  general,  and,  upon  con- 
dition of  Rumbold  stopping  all  night  with  them,  the  Amazon  pro- 
mised to  finish  her  adventures  next  day.  This  accorded  with  the 
wishes  of  Rumbold,  and,  when  they  retired  to  rest,  he  found  the 
same  room  was  destined  for  them  all.  Uis  curiosity  was  however 
overcome  by  his  covetousness  $  for,  rising  early -next  morning,  and 
finding  all  his  companions  asleep,  he  rifled  their  pockets  of  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  gold,  and  decamped  with  great  expedition, 
thus  dissappoihting  the  reader  in  the  continuation  of  a  narrative 
almost  incredible  from  its  singularity. 

Continuation  of  Rumbold's  Life. 

Our  adventure/  had  frec»iently  observed  a  goldsmith  in  Lorn*. 
bard  street,  counting  large  bags  of  gold,  and  he  became  very  de- 
sirous to  have  a  share  of  the  glittering  hoard.  He  made  several 
unsuccessful  attempts  ;  but  having  in  his  possession  many  rings, 
which  he  had  procured  in  the  way  of  his  profession,  he  dressed 
himself  in  the  habit  of  a  countryman  $  attended  with  .a  servant, 
went  to  the  goldsmith's  shop*  and  proposed  to  sell  one  of  those 
rings.  The  goldsmith  perceiving  it  to  be  a  diamond  of  consider- 
able value,  and,  from  the  appearance  of  Rumbold,  supposing  he  was 
ignorant  of  its  real  worth,  after  examining  ity  he,  with  some  hesi- 
tation, estimated  it's  value  at  ten  pounds.  To  convince  the  coun- 
tryman that  this  was  its  full  value,  he  shewed  him  a  diamond  ring 
very  superior  in  quality,  that  he  would  sell  him  for  twenty  pounds  > 

H3 
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Rumbold  took  the  goldsmith's  ring  to  compare  with  his  own,  wfl 
fully  acquainted  with  it's  value,  he  informed  the  goldsmith  that  he 
had  come  to  sell,  but  that  it  was  a  matter  of  small  importance  to 
him  whether  he  purchased  or  sold.  He  accordingly  pulled  out  a 
purse  of  gold,  and  laid  down  the  twenty  pounds  for  the  ring.  The 
goldsmith  stormed  and  raged,  crying  that  he  had  cheated  him  ; 
and  insisted  on  having  back  bis  ring,  Rumbold,  however,  kept 
hold  of  his  bargain,  and  replied  that  he  had  offered  him  the  ring 
for  twenty  pounds ;  that  he  had  a  witness  to  his  bargain,— -there 
was  his  money,  and  he  hoped  that  he  would  give  him  a  proper 
exchange  for  his  gold. 

The  goldsmith's  indignation  encreasing,  at  the  prospect  of  part* 
ing  with  his  ring,  carVied  the  matter  before  a  justice.  Being  plain* 
tiff,  he  began  his  tale,  by  informing  the  judge,  "  that  the  country- 
man  had  taken  a  dtmond  ring  from  him  worth  one  hundred  pounds, 
and  would  give  him  but  twenty  pounds  for  it."  "  Have  a  care," 
replied  Rumbold,  "  for  if  you  charge  me  with  taking  airing  from 
you,  which  is  mother  words  stealing,  I  shall  vex  yon  more  than 
I  have  yet  done."  He  then  told  the  judge  the  whole  story,  and 
produced  his  servant  as  a  witness  to  the  bargain  •  The  goldsmith 
now  became  infuriated,  exclaiming,  that  "  he  believed  the  conn* 
try  gentleman  and  his  servant  were  both  impostors  and  cheats  I" 
Rumbold  replied,  "  that  he  would  do  well  to  take  care  not  to 
make  his  cause  worse  ;  that  he  was  a  gentleman  of  three  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  ;  and  that,  being  desirous  to  sell  a  ring  at  its 
just  value  to  the  goldsmith,  the  latter  endeavoured  to  cheat  him, 
by  estimating  it  far  below  its  value*  The  judge  accordingly  de- 
cerned in  favour  of  out  adventurer,  only  appointing  him  to  pay  the 
twenty  pounds  in  gold,  without  any  exchange. 

The  gold  of  Lombard-street  still  continuing  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  Rumbold,  he,  with  longing  eyes,  one  day  traversed 
that  street,  attended  by  a  boy  whom  he  had  trained  in  his  service* 
The  boy  run  into  a  shop  where  they  were  counting,  a  bag  of  gold, 
seized  a  handful,  then  let  it  all  fall  upon  the  counter,  and  run  off. 
The  servants  pursued,  seized  the  boy,  and  charged  him  with  hav- 
ing still  some  of  the  mon,ey.  Rumbold  approached  to  the  assist- 
,  a'nce  of  the  boy,  insisted  that  the  youth  had  not  stolen  a  farthing  of 
their  money,  and  that  the  goldsmith  should  suffer  for  his  audacity* 
The  goldsmith  and  Rumbold  came  to  high  words,  and  mutual  vol* 


lies  of  imprecations  were  exchanged.  The  latter  then  enquired 
^rhat  sum  he,  charged  the  boy  with  hating  stolen  ?  The  goldsmith 
replied,  that  he  did  not  know»  but  the  bag  originally  contained 
a  hundred  pounds. 

Upon  this,  Rumbold  insisted  that  he  would  wait  until  he  saw 
the  money  counted.  He  tarried  about  half  an  hour,  and  the  mo* 
ney  was  found  complete.  The  goldsmith  made  an  apology  to 
Rumbold  for  the  mistake  ;  but  the  latter  replied,  that  as  a  gentle* 
man  he  would  not  endure  such  an  affront  with  impunity.  After 
some  strong  expressions  on  both  sides,  Rumbold  took  his  leave, 
assuring  his  antagonist  that  he  would  hear  from  him*  The  gold* 
smith  was  arrested  the  day  following,  in  an  action  of  defamation; 
The  sergeant  who  arrested  hire,  being  bribed  by  our  adventurer, 
advised  him  to  compromise  the  matter ;  that  the  gentleman  he  had 
injured  was  a  person  of  quality,  and  if  he  persisted  in  the  action, 
it  would  expose  him  to  severe  damages.  With  some  difficulty  the 
matter  was  settled  by  giving,  Rumbold  twenty  pounds  in  damages. 

A  jeweller  in  Foster  Lane  next  supplied  the  extravagancies  of 
Rumbold*  He  had  often  disposed  of  articles  for  that  jeweller, 
who  had  full  confidence  in  Rumbold's  fidelity.  Otie  day,  having 
observed  in  his  shop  a  very  rich  jewel,  he  acquainted  the  jeweller 
that  he  could  sell  it  for  him.  Happy  at  such  information,  he  de- 
livered it  to  Rumbold,  who  carried  it  to  another  jeweller  to  have 
a  false  one*  exactly  similar,  prepared.  He  then  embraced  an  op* 
portunity  to  leave  the  counterfeit  jewel  with  the  jeweller's  wife,  in 
his  absence;  Shortly  afterwards,  he  met  the  jeweller  in  the  street, 
who  said  he  peter  expected  to  have  been  so  used  by  him,  and 
threatened  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  cognizance  of  a  judge  5 
but  Rumbold  retreated  to  a  remote  part  of  the  city.    - 

Rumbold  was  one  day  travelling  in  the  vicinity  of  Hackney ; 
his  attention  was  directed  towards  a  house,  which  he  earnestly 
desired  to  possess.  He  approached  the  house,  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  enquired  if  the  landlord  was  at  home.  He  soon  ap- 
peared, when  Rumbold  politely  informed  him,  that  having  been 
highly  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  his  house,  he  was  resolved 
to  have  one  built  after  the  same  model,  and  requested  the  favour 
of  being  permitted  to  send  a  tradesman  to  take  its  exact  dimen* 
lions.  This  favour  Was  readily  granted ;  when  our  adventurer 
went  to  a  carpenter,  and  informed  him  that  he  wisted  him  to  gd 
along  with  him  to  Hackney  to  measure  a  house,  in  order        t 
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be  might  have  one  built  of  a  similar  construction.  They  accord- 
ingly went,  found  the  gentleman  at  home,  who  kindly  entertained 
Rumbold,  while  the  carpenter  took  the  dimensions  of  every  part 
of  the  house* 

The  carpenter  being  amply  rewarded,  was  dismissed,  and,   by 
the  aid  of  the  draught  of  the  house  taken  by  him,   Rumbold  drew 
up  a  lease,  with  a  very  great  penalty  in  case  of  failure  to  implement 
the  agreement.    Being  provided  of  witnesses  to  the  deed,  he  went 
and  demanded  possession.  The  gentleman  was  surprised,  and  on- 
ly smiled  at  the  absurdity  of  the  demand.    Rumbold  commenced  a 
law-suit  for  possession  of  the  house,  and  his  witnesses  swore  to  the 
validity  of  the  deed.   The  carpenter's  evidence  was  also  produced, 
many  other  circumstances  were  mentioned  to  corroborate  the  fact ; 
and  a  verdict  was  obtained  in  favour  of  Rumbold's  claim.  But  the 
gentleman  deemed  it  proper  to  pay  the  penalty  rather  than  to  lose 
his  house. 

Rumbold,  disguised  in  the  apparel  of  a  person  of' quality,  one 
day  waited  on  a  scrivener,  and  acquainted  him  he  had  immediate 
occasion  for  a  hundred  pounds,  which  he  hoped  he  would  be  able 
to  raise  for  him  upon  good  security.  The  scrivener  enquired  who 
were  the  securities,  and  Rumbold  named  two  respectable  citizens, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  at  that  time  in  the  country  ;  which  satisfying 
the  money-lender,  he  desired  our  adventurer  to  call  neit  day.  In 
the  meantime  he  made  enquiry  after  the  stability  of  the  securities, 
and  found  he  had  not  been  imposed  upon  as  to  their  respectabili- 
ty. Our  adventurer  again  waited  upon  the  scrivener,  who  having 
agreed  to  advance  the  sum,  Rumbold  sent  for  two  of  his  accom- 
plices who  personated  those  who  were  to  be  securities,  and,  after 
a  little  preliminary  caution,  signed  the  bond  for  him,  under  their 
assumed  names  >  and,  upon  Rumbold's  receiving  the  money,  they 
immediately  took  their  leave.  The  name  which  Rumbold  assum- 
ed  on  this  occasion  was  of  further  service  to  him  ;  for.  it  happened 
to  be  that  of  a  gentleman  of  property  in  Surry,  whom  he  met  with 
after  this  adventure  at  an  irvn.  Having  learned  what  time  the  gen- 
tleman intended  to  remain  in  town,  and  the  name  and  situation  of 
his  estate,  he  determined  to  render  this  chance-meeting  of  service 
to  him.  He  accordingly  again  waited  on  the  same  scrivener,  and 
informed  him  he  had  occasion  for  another  hundred,  but  did  not 
yish  again  to  trouble  any  of  his  friends  to  become  security  for  such 
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a  trifle,  for  that,  as  he  possessed  a  good  estate,  it  might  be  advan- 
ced upon  his  own  bond ;  and  that  if  the  scrivener  could  spare  a 
servant  to  ride  the  length  of  Surry,  he  would  then  learn  the  extent 
of  his  estate,  and  be  enabled  to  remove  any  scruple  whatever.    A 
servant  was  accordingly  sent,'  ami  directed  to  go  and  make  in* 
quiry  after  the  property  of  the  stranger  whom  Rumbold  had  met 
at  the  inn.     Returning  in  a  few  days,  Rumbold  found  the  scru 
^rener  very  condescending,   and  free  in  his  congratulations  upon 
the  possession  of  so  pleasant  and  valuable  a  property,  and  said  he 
would  not  scruple  though  the  loan  bad  been  for  a  thousand.  Rum. 
bold,  finding  him  thus  inclined,  doubled  the  sum,  and,  after  giving 
bis  own  bond  for  two  hundred  pounds,  left  the  scrivener  to  seek 
redress  as  he  be.-t  could.  - 

Thus  Rumbold  supported  himself  by  exercising  his  ingenuity  at 
the  expense  of  others  ;  and  he  had  now  amassed  a  considerable 
sum  of  money.  He  was  not  so, addicted  to  these  bad  habits,  but 
'that  he  felt  an  inclination  to  retire  from  scenes  so 'fraught  with 
danger  and  infamy.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  his  money  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  banker,  with  a  design  of  living  frugally  and 
comfortably  upon  the  interest.  This  banker  unfortunately  failed, 
and  made  otf  with  all  Rumbold'?  property  ;  so  that  he  was  once 
more  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  his  old  em. 
pioyment. 

The  first  exploit  recorded  of  Rumbold,  after  his  re-appearance  in 
public,  is  the  following  :  He  stopped  at  a  tavern,  where  he  called 
for  a  fhtggon  of  beer,   which  was  handed  him  in  a  silver  cup,   as 
was  customary  at  that  time.     Being  in  a  private  room  and  alone, 
he  called  for  the  landlord  to  partake  oMiis  noggin,  and  they  con*, 
tinued  together  for  some  time,  until  the  landlord,  had-  occasion  to 
leave  him.    Soon  after,  he  went  to  the  bar,  and  paid  for  his  beer,  n 
while  the  waiter  at  the  same  time  went  for  the  cup,  missing  which, 
he  calls  Rumbold  back,  and  asked  him  for  the  cup,—- "   Cup  !" 
says  Rumbold,  "   I  left  it  in  the  room."     A  careful  search  was 
made,  but  to  no  effect,  the  cup  could  not  be  found,  and  the  land- 
lord openly  accused  Rumbold  with  the  theft.     He  willingly  per. 
roitted  his  person  to  be  searched,  which  proved  equally  unsuccess- 
ful ;   but  the  landlord  still  persisted  in  maintaining  that  Rumbold 
must  have  it,  or,  at  all  events,  that  he  was  chargeable  with  the  loss, 
'   and  would  have  the  matter  investigated  by  a  justice,  before  whom. 
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they  immediate!  j  went.  The  landlord  stated  the  case,  while  B,«J& 
ftold  complained  loudly  of  the  injury  done  him  by  the  suspicion  ; 
and,  from  his  never  endeavouring  to  run  off,  when  he  was.  called 
fcack,  and  submitting  so  readily  to  be  searehed,  the  justice  dismis- 
sed him,  and  fined  the  landlord  for  his  rashness* 

Daring  their  visit  to  the  Justice,  some  of  Rumbold's  associates 
entered  the  same  inn,  where,  according  to  arrangement,  they  found 
the  cup  fixed  under  the  table  with  soft  wax,  and  they  made  off  with 
it  without  the  least  suspicion. 

The  last  recorded  adventure  of  Rumbold's,  was  one  which 
is  now  very   common  in  the  metropolis.      Having  observed  it 
countryman  pretty  flush  of  money,  he  and  his  accomplices  follow* 
ed  him,  but,  from  Hodge's  attention  to  his  pocket,  they. failed  in 
several  attempts  to  pick  it.     Our  practitioners,  however,  taking 
a  convenient  opportunity  and  place,  one  of  them  goes  before 
and  drops  a  letter,  while  another  keeps  close  by  the  country- 
man, and,  upon  seeing  it,  cries  out,  "  See,  what  is  here  ?"     But 
although  the  countryman  stooped  to  take  it  up,  yet  our  advenu 
torer  was  too  nimble  for  him,  and  having  it  in  his  hand,  observed^ 
ct  Here  is  somewhat  else  besides  a  letter, — "  I  cry  half,"  said  the 
countryman.     "  Well,"  said  Rumbold,  "  you  stooped  indeed  as 
well  as  I,  but  I  have  it ;  however.  I  will  be  fair  with  you  ;  let  as 
see  what  it  is,  and  whether  it  is  worth  dividing  ;"  and  thereupon 
broke  open  the  letter,  in  which  was  inclosed  a  chain  or  necklace 
of  gold.     "  Good  fortune,"  says  Rumbold,   "  if  this  be  real 
gold,"--"  How  shall  we  know  that,9'  replied  the  countryman^ 
44  let  us  see  what  the  letter  says,"  which  was  ad  follows : 
u  Brother  John, 

44  I  have  here  sent  you  back  this  necklace  of  gold  you  hare 
sent  me,  not  for  any  dislike  I  have  to  it,  but  my  wife  is  covetous, 
and  would  have  a  bigger  ;  this  comes  not  to  above  seven  pounds^ 
and  she  would  have  one  of  ten  pounds,  therefore  pray  get  it 
changed  for  one  of  that  price,  and  send  it  by  the  bearer  to  yont 
loving  brother,  Jacob  Thornton.'* 

44  Nay,  then  we  have  good  luck,"  observed  the  cheat,  "  but  t 
hope,"  says  he  to  the  countryman,  "  you  will  not  expect  4  fait 
share,  for  you  know  I  found  it ;  and  besides,  if  one  should  divide' 
it,  I  know  not  how  to  break  it  in  pieces  without  injuring  it  <s 
therefore,  I  had  rather  have  my  share  in  money." — "  Well,** 
laid  the  countryman,  44 1  will  give  you  your  share  in  money  j 


*  VOX  AS   RUKBOLU.  131 

provided  we  divide  equally." — "  That  yon  shall,"  said  Rumbold, 
*'  and  therefore  I  must  have  three  pounds  ten  shillings,  the  price 
in  all  being,  as  you  see,  seven  pounds,"—-"  Ay,"  said  the  conn, 
try  man,  thinking  to  be  cunning  with  our  adventurer,  u  it  may 
be  worth  seven  pounds  in  money,  fashion  and  all,  but  we  must 
not  value  that,  but  only  the  gold,  therefore  t  think  three  pounds 
in  money  is  better  than  half  the  chain,  and  so  much  I'll  give,  if 
you'll  let  me  have  it."-—"  Well,  Pin  contented/'  said  Rumbold, 
but  then  you  shall  give  me  a  pint  of  wine  over  and  above."     To 
tilts  the  other  also  agreed,  and  to  a  tavern  they  went,  where  the 
bargain  was  ratified.    There  Rumbold  and  the  countryman  quick- 
ly disposed  of  two  bottles  of  wine.     In  the  meantime,  one  of 
Rumbold* s  companions  entered  the  inn,  enquiring  for  a  certain 
person  who  was  not  there,     Rumbold  informed  the  stranger  (as 
Ike  pretended  to  be)  that  he  would  be  there  presently,  as  he  had 
seen  him  in  the  street,  and  requested  him  to  come  in  and  wait  for 
him;   upon  this  the  stranger  sat  down  to  wait  the  arrival  of  hie 
friend.    In  a  little  time  Rumbold  proposed  to  remove  into  a  imager 
apartment,  where  they  commenced  playing  at  cards,  to  amuse 
themselves  until  the  gentleman  expected  should  arrive. 

Rumbold  and  his  associate  began  their  amusement,  as  the  conn* 
tryman  was  a  stranger  to  the  game.  After  he  had  continued  a 
spectator  to  the  good  fortune  of  our  adventurer,  who  in  general 
vanquished  the  stranger,  the  countryman  was  at  last  prevailed 
upon  to  run  halfs  with  the  fortunate  gamester.  For  a  while  the 
tame  good  fortune  smiled  upon  them,  and  the  stranger,  in  a  rage 
at  bis  great  losses,  refused  to  proceed.  But  after  a  few  bottles 
more  were  emptied,  and  the  long  expected  gentleman  never  ap- 
pearing,  they  renewed  their  amusement,  and  fortune  deserting 
Rumbold  and  the  countryman  who  seconded  him,  in  a  short  time 
the  latter  found  himself  without  a  shilling. 

The  landlord  was  then  sailed  to  assist  in  drinking  the  money 
gained,  and  being  informed  how  they  had  cheated  the  country, 
man,  he  was  resolved  to  exert  his  ingenuity  at  their  expense* 
Meanwhile  several  associates  of  Rumbold,  who  had  been  respec- 
tively employed  in  similar  adventures,  entered  the  room,  joined 
in  their  conversation,  and  participated  of  their  wine.  The  land- 
lord was  at  last  requested  to  bring  supper,  which  was  done  with' 
great  alacrity.    The  bottle  continuing  to  move  with  considerable' 
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rapidity,  the  company  were  in  general  intoxicated  before  they  sat 
down  to  supper.  When  it  was  brought  in,  they  commenced  with 
great  avidity,  and  soon  dispatched  a  shoulder  of  mutton  and  two 
capons ;  and,  under  the  influence  of  wine,  all  fell  asleep  with  the 
dishes  before  them. 

The  landlord  embraced  this  favourable  moment  of  silence  to 
collect  all  the  bones  and  remnants  of  the  whole  day's  provision, 
and  divided  them  upon  the  plates  which  were  upon  the  table.     In 
a  short  time,  one  of  them  losing  his  balance,  embraced  the  floor, 
ana*,  by  the  noise  of  the  fall,  awoke  the  rest  of  the  drowsy  com- 
pany.   They  all  renewed  their  attacks  upon  the  victuals :  u  How 
come  these  bones  here,"  cried  one  of  them  •   "  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  I  eat  any  such  victuals."— "  l\or  I,"  said  another." 
Upon  which  the  landlord  was  called  and  interrogated  :   u  Why, 
surely,  gentlemen,  you  have  forgot  yourselves,"  said  he,   "  you 
have  slept  sound  and  fair  indeed.     1  believe  you  will  forget  the 
collar  of  brawn  you  had  too,  that  cost  me  six  shillings  out  of  my 
pocket."     "  How,  brawn  !"  &aid  one  ;  "  Ay,  brawn,"  answer* 
ed  the  landlord,  you  had  it,  and  shall  rjay  for  it;  you'll  rem*  mber 
nothing  presently  I  u  This  is  a  fine  drunken  .bout,  indeed  1"  4*  So 
it  is,"  replied  one  of  the  company,   "  sure  we  have  been  in  a 
dream  ;  but  it  signifies  nothing  ;  my  landlord,  you  must  and  shall 
be  paid :  give  us  another  do$en  bottles,  and  bring  us  the  bill, 
that  we  may  pay  the  reckoning  we  have  run  up."     This  order 
was  obeyed,  and  a  bill  presented,  amounting  to  seven  pounds, 
and  every  man  was  called  upon  to  pay  his  share.     The  country- 
man  shrunk  back,  wishing  to  escape,  but  one  of  them  pulled  him 
forward,  saying,   "Come,   let;  us  tell  noses,  and  every  man  pay 
alike."     The  countryman  desired  to  be  excused,  and  said  his 
money  was  all  exhausted,  they  therefore  agreed  that  he  should  be 
exempted.     The  company  went  to  bed,  and  enjoyed  a  sound  re- 
pose ;  but  the  simple  countryman  could  not  close  his  eyes  for  re- 
flecting upon  his  sudden  reverse  of  fortune. 

In  the  morning,  the  countryman,  in  order  to  procure  money  to 
carry  him  home,  resolved  to  sell  the  chain  in  his  possession.,  He 
accordingly  went  to  a  goldsmith,  but,  to  his  additional  mortifica- 
tion, he  was  informed,  that,  instead  of  gold,  it  was  oory  brass  gild- 
ed over.  He  informed  the  goldsmith  of  the  whole  matter,  who 
went  along  with  him  to  a  justice  to  obtain  a  warrant  to  apprehend 
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Rumbold  and  bis  associates  ;  but,  before  their  arrival,  the  worthy- 
knights  of  the  pistol,  had  prudently  decamped  with  their  spoils. 

Rumbold  had  after  this  several  narrow  escapes  for  his  life,  but, 
continuing  his  nefarious  courses,  he  was  at  length  detected,  tried, 
condemned,  and  executed  at  Tyburn* 


CAPTAIN    JAMES    HIND. 

The  father  of  Hind  was  an  industrious  shadier,  a  cheerful  com* 
panion,  and  a  good  Christian.    He  was  a  native  of  Chipping  Nor-' 
ton,  Oxfordshire,  where  James  was  born.  As  our  hero  was  his  only 
son,  he  received  a  good  education,  and  remained  at  school  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age* 

He  was  then  sent  an  apprentice  to  a  butcher  in  that  place,  and 
continued  at  that  employment  during  two  years.  He  then  left  his 
master's  service,  and  applied  to  his  mother  for  money  to  bear  his 
expences  to  London,  complaining  bitterly  of  the  rough  and  quar- 
relsome temper  of  his  master.  The  complying  mother  yielded, 
and,  giving  him  three  pounds,  she,  with  a  sorrowful  heart,  took 
fare wel  of  her  beloved  son. 
Arrived  in  the  capital,  he  soon  contracted  a  relish  for  the  pleasures 
of  the  town.  His  bottle  and  a  female  companion  became  his  prin- 
cipal delight,  and  occupied  the  greater  part  of  his  time.  He  was 
unfortunately  detected  one  evening  with  a  woman  of  the  town,  who 
had  just  robbed  a. gentleman,  and  along  with  her  confined  until  the 
morning.  He  was  acquitted,  because  no  evidence  appeared  against 
him,  but  his  fair  companion  was  committed  to  Newgate.  Cap* 
tain  Hind,  soon  after  this  accident,  became  acquainted  with  one 
Allan,  a  famous  highwayman .  While  partaking  of  a  bottle,  their 
conversation  became  mutually  so  agreeable,  that  they  consented  to 
unite  their  fortunes. 

Their  measures  being  concerted,  they  set  out  in  quest  of  plun- 
der. They  fortunately  met  a  gentleman  and  his  servant  travelling 
along  the  road.  Hind  being  raw  and  unexperienced,  Allan  was 
desirous  to  have  a  proof  of  his  courage  and  address,  therefore,  he 
remained  at  a  distance,  while  Hind  boldly  rode  up  to  them,  and 
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took  from  them  fifteen  pounds,  at  the  same  time  returning  one  to 
bear  their  expenses  home.  This  he  did  with  so  much  grace  and 
pleasantry,  that  the  gentleman  vowed  that  he  would  not  injure 
a  hair  of  his  head,  though  it  were  in  his  power. 

About  this  period  the  unfortunate'  Charles  I.  suffered  death  for 
his  political  principles.  Captain  Hind  conceived  an  inveterate  en. 
■ity  to  all  that  party  who  had  stained  their  hands  with  their  Sove. 
reign's  blood,  and  gladly  embraced  every  opportunity  to  wreak, 
his  vengeance  upon  them.  In  a  short  time  they  met  with  the 
Usurper  Oliver  Cromwell,  riding  from  Huntingdon  to  London. 
Allan  and  Hind  attacked  the  coach,  but  Oliver  being  attended 
with  seven  servants,  Allan  was  apprehended,  and  it  was  with  no 
■mall  difficulty  Hind  made  his  escape.  The  unfortunate  Allan  was 
soon  after  tried,  and  suffered  death  for  his  audacity.  The  only  ef- 
1  fret  which  this  produced  npon  Hind,  was  to  render  him  more  cau- 
tious in  his  future  depredations.  He  could  not,  however,  think, 
of  abandoning  a  course  on  which  he  had  just  entered,  and,  which 
promised  so  many  advantages.  \ 

The  Captain  had  rode  so  bard  to  escape  from  Cromwell  and  hk 
train,  that  he  killed  bis  horse,  and  having  no  money  to  purchase 
smother,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  trying  his  fortune  npon 
foot,  until  be  should  find  means  to  procure  another.  It  was  not 
long  before  he  espied  a  horse  tied  -to  a  hedge  with  » saddle  on,  and 
*  brace  of  pistols  tied  to  it.  He  looked  round,  and  observed  a 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  hedge,  an  trussing  a  point. 
"  This  is  my  horse,"  exclaimed  the  Captain,  and  immediately 
vaulted  into  the  saddle.  The  gentleman  called  out  to  him,  that 
the  horse  was  his  :  "  Sir,"  said  Hind,  "  you  may  think  yourself 
well  off,  that  I  have  left  you  all  the  money  in  your-  pocket  to  buy 
another,  which  you  had  best  lay  out  before  i  meet  you  again,  lest 
you  should  be  worse  used."  So  saying,  he  rode  off  in  search  of 
new  booty. 

The  Captain,  being  again  reduced  to  the  bumble  station  of  a 
•pad,  hired  a  horse,  and  proceeded  on  his  journey,  fie  was 
■taken  by  a  gentleman  mounted  on  a  fine  hunter,  with  a  port. 
t*au  behind  him.  They  entered  into  conversation  npon  such 
cs  as  are  common  to  travellers,  and  Hind  was  very  eloquent  in 
praise  of  the  gentleman's  horse,  which  inclined  him  to  descant 
a  the  qualifications  of  the  animal.    There  was  upon  one  side 
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frf  the  mad  a  wall,  which  the  gentleman  said  his  horse  would  leap 
Over.  Hind  offered  to  risk  a  bottle  upon  it, — the  gentleman  agreed, 
and  quickly  made  his  horse  to  leap*  over.  The  Captain  acknow. 
ledged  that  he  had  lost  his  wager,  but  requested  the  gentleman  to 
Jet  him  try  if  he  could  do  the  same ;  to  which  he  consented,  and  the 
Captain  having  been  seated  in  the  saddle  of  his  companion,  he  rode 
off  at  full  speed,  and  left  him  to  return  his  horse  to  the  owner. 

At  another  time  the  Captain  met  the  regicide,  Hugh  Peters9 
in  Enfield-Chase,  and  commanded  him  to  deliver  his  money* 
Hugh,  who  was  not  deficient  in  confidence,  began  to  combat 
Bind  with  texts  of  scripture,  and  to  cudgel  our  bold  robber  with 
the  eighth  commandment ;  "  It  is  written  in  the  law,"  said  he^ 
that  *'  Thou  shalt  not  steal  f  and  furthermore,  Solomon,  who 
was  surely  a  very  wise  man,  spoke  in  this  manner,  "  Rob  not  the 
poor,  because  he  is  poor."  Hind  was  desirous  to  answer  the  old 
(anting  miscreant  in  Jus  oWn  strain,  and,  fop  that  purpose,  began 
to  rub  up  his  memory  for  some  of  the  texts  he  had  learned  when 
at  school.  "  Verily,9'  said  Hind,  "if  thou  hadst  regarded  the 
divine  precepts,  as  thou  oughtest  to  have  done,  thou  wouldst  not 
have  wrested  them  to  such  an  abominable  and  wicked  sense  aa 
thou  didst  the  words  of  the  prophet,  when  he  said,  "  Bind  their 
kings  with  chains,  and  their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron."  Didst 
thou  not,  then,  detestable  hypocrite,  endeavour,  from  these  words,, 
to  aggravate  the  misfortunes  of  thy  royal  master,  whom  thy  cursed 
Republican  party  unjustly  murdered  before  the  gate  of  his  owm 
palace  ?"  Here  Hugh  Peters  began  to  extenuate  that  horrid 
crime,  and  to  allege  other  pasts  of  scripture  in  his  own  defence.9 
u  Pray,  Sir,"  replied  Hind,  "  make  no  reflection  against  men 
of  my  profession,  for  Solomon  plainly  said,  "  do  not  despise  a. 
thief."  But  it  is  to. little  purpose  for  us  to  dispute  ;  the  substance 
of  what  I  have  to  say,  is  this,  "  deliver  thy  money  .presently,  or 
else  1  shall  send  thee  out  of  the  world  to  thy  master  the  devil  in 
an  instant."  These  terrible  words  of  the  Captain  so  terrified  the 
old  Presbyterian,  that  he  gave  him  thirty  broad  pieces  of  gold, 
and  then  departed. 

But  Hind  was  not  satisfied  in  allowing  such  an  enemy  to  the 
toyal  cause  to  depart  in  such  a  manner.  He  accordingly  rode 
after  him  with  full  speed,  and  overtaking  him,  addressed  him  in 
th£  following  language :  "  Sir,  now  I  think  of  it,  I  am  convinced 
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this  misfortune  has  happened  to  yon  because  you  did  not  obey  the" 
words  of.  the  Scripture,  which  expressly  says,  u  Provide  neither 
gold,  nor  silver,  nor  brass,  in  your  purses,  for  your  journey," 
— whereas,  it  is  evident  that  you  had  provided  a  pretty  decent 
quantity  of  gold.  However,  as  it  is  now  in  my  power  to  make 
you  fulfil  another  commandment,  1  would  by*  no  means  slip  the 
opportunity  ;  therefore,  pray,  Give  me  your  cloak."  Peters  was 
£0  surprised,  that  he  neither  stood  still  to  dispute,  nor  to  examine 
what  was  the  drift  of  Hind's  demand.  But  he  soon  made  him  un- 
derstand his  meaning,  when  he  added,—- u  You  knotf,  Sir$  our 
Saviour  has  commanded,  that  if  any  man  take  away  thy  clock,  thou 
must  not  refuse  thy  coat  also  ;  therefore,  I  cannot  suppose  that 
you  will  act  in  direct  contradiction  to  such  an  express  command, 
especially  as  you  cannot  pretend  you  have  forgot  it,  because  I 
now  remind  you  of  that  duty."  The  old  Puritan  shrugged  his 
shoulders  some  time  before  he  proceeded  to  uncase  them  ;  but  Hind 
told  him,  that  his  delay  would  be  of  no  service  to  him,  for  he 
would  be  implicitly  obeyed,  because  he  was  sure  that  what  he  re- 
quested was  entirely  consonant  with  the  Scripture.  Accordingly 
he  surrendered,  and  Hind  carried  all  off. 

The  following  Sabbath,  after  Hugh  ascended  the  pulpit,  he  was 
inclined  to  pour  forth  an  invective  against  stealing,  and  selected 
/or  his  subject  these  words  :  u  I  have  put  off  my  coat,  how  shall 
I  put  it  on."  When  an  honest  plain  man,  who  was  present,  and 
knew  how  he  had  been  treated  by  the  robber,  immediately  cried 
eut,  "  Upon  my  word,  Sir,  I  believe  that  there  is  no  body  here 
can  tell  you$  unless  Captain  Hind  were  here."  Which  ready  an* 
swer  to  Hugh's  scriptural  question,  put  the  congregation  into  such 
an  excessive  fit  of  laughter,  that  the  parson  was.  made  to  blush, 
and  descended  from  his  prattling  box,  without  prosecuting  the 
subject  farther. 

The  Captain,  as  before -mentioned,  indulged  a  rooted  hatred  at 
all  these  who  were  concerned  in  the  murder  of  the  late  King ;  and 
frequently  these  men  fell  in  his  way.  He  was  one  day  riding  on 
the  road,  when  Sergeant  Br  ads  haw,  that  arch*  traitor*  who  had 
sat  as  judge  upon  the  king,  and  passed  the  sentence  of  death  upon 
him,  met  with  the  Captain.  The  place  where  they  met  was  on 
the  road  between  Sherburn  and  Shaftsbury.  nind  rode  up  to 
*"*  coach,  and  demanded  Bradshaw's  money,  who,  supposing  that 
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tu§  V<ery  rtame  Would  convey  terror  along  with  it*  informed  him 
^rho  he  was.  Quoth  Hind,  "  1  neither  fear  you  nor  any  king. kil- 
ling villain  alive.  1  hare  now  as  much  power:  over  you  as  yoa 
lately  had  over  the  king,  and  I  should  do  God  and  my  country 
-good  service,  if  I  made  the  same  use  of  it ;  but  live,  Villain^  to 
suffer  the  pangs  of  thine  own  conscience,  till  justice  shall  lay  her 
Iron  hand  upon  thee,  and  require  an  answer  for  thy  crimes,  in  a 
way  more  proper  for  such  a  monster  j  who  art  unworthy  to  die  by 
Any  hands  but  those  of  the  common  hangman^  or  at  any  other 
place  than  Tyburn.  Nevertheless 4  though  I  spare  thy  life  as  a 
regicitle^  be  assured,  that  unless  thou  deliverest  up  thy  money  im* 
mediately,  thou  shalt  die  for  thy  obstinacy*"  * 

Bradsftaw  began  to  perceive  that  the  Case  was  not  now  with 
him  as  it  was  when  he  sat  at  Westminster. Hall,  supported  by  all 
the  strength  of  the  rebellion.  A  horror,  naturally  arising  from  a 
mind  conscious  of  the  blackest  villanies,  took  possession  of  his 
soul,  upon  the  apprehensions  of  death,  which  the  pistol  gave  him, 
and  discovered  itself  in  his  countenance.  He  put  his  trembling 
hand  into  his  pocket,  and  pulled  out  about  forty  shillings  in  silver, 
which  he  presented  to  the  Captain,  who  swore  be  would  that 
minute  shoot  him  through  the  hearty  unless  he  found  him  coin  of 
another  species.  To^ave  a  miserable  life,  the  serjeant  pulled  out 
that  which  he  valued  next  to  it,  and  presented  the  Captain  with  a 
purse  full  of  Jacobuses.  Thus,  he  was  constrained  of  two  evils  to 
choose  the  least; 

But  though  Hind  had  got  possession  of  the  cash,  he  was  inelio* 
ed  to  detain  the  serjeant  a  little  longer,  and  began  the  following 
eulogium  upon  the  value  of  money :  "  This,  Sir,  is  the  metal 
thai  wins  my  heart  forever  !  O  precious  gold  1  I  admire  and  adore 
thee,  as  much  as-  either  Bradshaw^  Pryn,  or  any  other  villain  of 
the  same  stamp  ;  .who*  for  the  sake  of  thee,  would  sell  their  Re- 
deemer again,  were  he  now  upon  earth.  This  Is  that  incompara- 
ble medicament^  which  the  republican  physicians  call  the  wonder- 
working-plaster ;  it  is  truly  CathdMc  in  operation,  and  somewhat 
of  kin  to  the  Jesuits  powder,  but  mote  effectual.  The  virtues  of 
it  are  strange  and  various,  it  maketh  justice  deaf,  as  well  as 
bUnd  ;  and  takes  out  spots  of  the  deepest  treasons,  as  easily 
as  Castile  soap  does  common  stains.  It  alters  a  man's  con* 
tototiaaia  two.  ot  three  days,  more  thaa  the  virtuosi's  transfix 
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8km  of  blood  can  do  in  seven  years.  'Tis  a  great  alexiophafft 
nick,  and  helps  poisonous  principles  of  rebellion,  and  those  that 
use  then.  It  miraculously  exalts  and  purifies  the  eyesight,  and 
makes  traitors  behold  nothing  but  innocence  in  the  blackest  male* 
factors.  'Tis  a  mighty  cordial  for  a  declining  cause  ;  it  stifles  fac- 
tion and  schism,  as  certainly  as  the  itch  is  destroyed  by  batter 
and  brimstone*  In  a  word,  it  makes  fools  wise  men,  and  wise  men 
fooh,  and  both  of  them  knaves.  The  very  colour  of  this  preeioas 
balm  is  bright  and  dazzling.  If  it  be  properly  applied  to  the  fist* 
that  is,  it*  a  decent  manner,  and  in  a  competent  dose,  it  infalKablj 
performs  alt  the  above-mentioned  cures,  and  many  others  too  jhu 
merous  to  be  here  mentioned." 

The  Captain,  having  finished  his  panegyric  upon  the  virtues 
of  the  glittering  metal,  pulling  out  his  pistol,  addressed  the  ser- 
geant, saying,.,  "  You,  and  your  infernal  crew,  have  a  long 
while  ran  on,  like  Jehu,  in  a  career  of  blood  and  impiety,  false- 
ly pretending  that  zeal  for  the  Lord  of  Hosts  has  been  your 
only  motive.  How  long  yon  may  be  suffered  to  continue  in  the 
same  course,  God  only  knows.  I  will,  however,  for  this  time, 
atop  your  race  in  a  literal  sense  of  the  word."  With  that  he 
shot  all  the  six  horses  that  were  in  the  carriage,  and  left  Brad- 
shaw  to  ponder  upon  the  lessons  he  had  received,  and  afforded 
him  a  little  leisure  to  reflect  upon  his  former  enormities. 

Hind's  next  adventure  was  with  a  company  of  ladies,  in  a  coach 
upon  the  road  between  Petersfield  and  Portsmouth.  He  accosted 
them  in  a  polite  manner,  and  informed  them  that  he  was  a  protec- 
tor of  the  fair  sex,  and  it  was  purely  to  win  the  favour  of  a  hard, 
hearted  mistress  that  he  travelled  the  country.  "  But,  ladies," 
added  he,  "I  am  at  this  time  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  asking 
relief,  having  nothing  to  carry  me  on  in  the  intended  prosecu- 
tion of  my  adventures.*'  the  young  ladies,  who  had  read  many 
romances,  could  not  help  concluding  that  they  had  tnet  with  some 
Quixotte  or  Amudis  &  Gaul,  who  was  saluting  them  in  the 
strains  of  knight-errantry.  «  Sir  knight,"  said  one  of  the  most 
jocular  of  the  company,  "  we  heartily  commiserate  yonr  condi- 
tion, and  are  very  much  troubled  that  we  cannot  contribute  to. 
irards  your  support,  for  we  have  nothing  about  us  but  a  sabred 
^jo«*wm,  which  the  laws  of  your  order  will  not  sufier  yon  to 
*J     ta„"    Th*  e»Ptai»  was  much  pleased  ut  having  met.witk 
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fetich  a  pleasant  lady;  and  w*s  much  inclined  to  have  permitted 
them  to  proceed ;  but  his, necessities  were  at  this  time  very  urgent. 
<c  May  I,  bright  ladies,  be  favoured  with  the  knowledge  of  what 
this  sacred  deposition,  which  you  speak  of,  is,  that  so  I  may  em- 
ploy my  utmost  abilities  in  its  defence,  as  the  laws  of  knight-er- 
rantry require."     The  lady  Who  spoke  before  told  him,  that  the 
depdsftuth  she  had  spoken  of  Was  three  thousand  pounds,  the  por- 
tion of  One  of  the  company,  who  was  going  to  bestow  it  upon  the 
knight  Who  had  won  her  good  will  by  his  many  past  services. 
Ci  Present  my  humble  duty  to  the  knight,"  said  he^   u  and  be 
pleased  to  tell  him  that  my  name  is  Captain  Hind;  that  out  of 
toere  necessity  I  ha?e  made  bold  to  borrow  part  of  what,  for  his 
sake,  I  wish  were  twice  as  much  ;  that  I  promise  to  expend  the 
sum  in  defence  of  injured  lovers;  and  in  the  support  of  gentlemen 
who  profess  knight-errantry."     Upon  the  name  of  Captain  Hind, 
the  fair  ones  were  sufficiently  alarmed,   as  his  name  was  well 
known  alt  over  England.     He,  however,  requested  them  riot  to  be 
affrighted,  for  he  would  not  do  them  the  least  injury,  and  only  re- 
quested one  thousand  of  the  three.     As  the  money  was  bound  dp 
in  separate  parcels,  the  request  was  instantly  complied  with,  and 
our  adventurer  Wished  them  a  prosperous  journey,   and  many 
happy  days  to  the  bride. 

Taking  leave  of  the  Captain  for  a  little,  we  shall  inform  our 
readers  of  the  consequences  of  this  extorted  loan  of  the  Captain's. 
When  the  bride  arrived  at  the  dwelling  of  her  intended  husband, 
she  faithfully  recounted  to  him  her  adventures  upon  the  road; 
The  avaricious  wretch  refused  to  accept  of  her  hand,  until  her 
father  should  agree  to  make  up  the  loss.  Partly  because  he  de- 
tested the.  request  of  the  lover,  and  partly  because  he  had  suffi- 
ciently exhausted  his  funds,  the  father  refused  to  comply.  The 
pretended  lover  therefore  declined  her*haind,  because  it  was  emp- 
tied of  the  third  part  of  her  fortune  ;  and  the  affectionate  and  high 
spirited  female  died  of  a  broken  heart.  Hind  ofteh  declared  that 
this?  adventure  produced  him  great  uneasiness"  for  the  fate  of  the 
lady,  while  it  filled  him  with  detestation  dt  the  dishonourable  and 
bftse  conduct  of  the  mercenary  lover. 

The  transactions  of  Hind  were  so  numerous,  and  made  him  so 
well  known,  that  he  was  forced  to  conceal  himself  in  the  country. 
Itering  this  cessation  from  his  usual  industrious  labours,  his  funds 
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became  so  exhausted;  that  even  his  horse  was  sold  to  maintain  hb 
own  life.  Impelled  by  necessity,  he  often  resolved  to  hazard  a 
few  movements  upon  the  highway,  but  he  had  resided  so  long  in 
that  quarter,  that  he  durst  not  risk  any  such  adventure.  For. 
tune,  however,  commiserated  the  condition  of  the  Captain 4  and 
provided  relief.  He  was  informed  that  a  doctor,  who  resided  in 
the  neighbourhood,  had  gone  to  receive  a  handsome  fee  for  a  cure 
which  he  had  effected.  The  Captain  then  lived  in  a  small  house 
that  he  had  hired  upon  the  side  of  a  common,  which  the  doctor 
had  to  pass  in  his  journey  home.  Hind  having  long  and  impa- 
tiently waited  his  arrival,  ran  out  to  him,  and,  in  the  most  piteous 
tone  and  suppliant  language,  told  the  .doctor  his  wife  was  sud- 
denly seized  with  a  flux,  and  that  unless  she  got  some  assistance, 
she  would  certainly  perish,  and  entreated  him  just  to  tarry  for  a 
minute  or  two  and  lend  her  tis  medical  assistance,  and  he  would 
gratefully  pay  him  for  his  trouble  as  soon  as  it  was  in  his  power* 

The  tender-hearted  doctor,  moved  with  compassion,  alighted, 
and  accompanied  him  into  his  house,  assuring  him  that  he  should 
be  very  happy  in  being  of  any  service  in  restoring  his  Wife  to 
health.  Hind  shewed  the  doctor  up  stairs,  but  they  had  nb  sooner 
entered  the  door,  than  he  locked  it,  presented  a  pistol,  shewing 
at  same  time  his  empty  purse,  saying,  "  This  is  my  wife,  she  has 
had  a  flux  so  long,  that  there  is  now  nothing  at  all  within  her.  I 
know,  Sir,  that  you  haye  a  sovereign  remedy  in  your  pocket  for 
her  distemper,  and  if  you  do  not  apply  it  without  a  word,  this 
pistol  shall  make  the  day  shine  into  your  body."  The  doctor 
would  have  been  content  to  have  lost  his  fee,  upon  condition  of 
being  delivered,  from  the  importunities  of  his  patient  5  but  it  re. 
quired  only  a  small  degree  of  the  knowledge  of  symptoms  to  be 
convinced,  that  obedience  was  the  only  thing  which  remained  for 
him  to  observe ;  therefore  he  emptied  his  own  purse  of  forty 
guineas  into  that  of  the  Captain,  and  thus  'left  our  hero's  wife 
in  a  convalescent  state  of  health.  Hind  then  informed  the  doctor, 
that  he  would  leave  him  in  possession  of  his  whole  house,  to  reim- 
burse him  for  the  money  which  he  had  taken  from  him.  So  say- 
ing, he  locked  the  door  upon  the  doctor,  mounted  that  gentleman's 
horse,  and  went  in  quest  of  another  county,  since  this  had  be. 
come  too  hot  for  him.  v 

Hind  has  been  often  celebrated  for  Jbis  generosity  to  the  poor  5 
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and  the  following  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  this  virtue.  He  was 
one  time  extremely  destitute  of  cash,  and  had  waited  long  upon 
the  road  without  receiving  any  supply.  An  old  man  jogging  along 
upon  an  ass  at  length  appeared.  He  rode  up  to  him,  and  very 
politely  enquired  where  he  was  going.  "  To  the  market,'9  said 
the  old  man,  4(  at  Wantage  to  buy  me  a  cow,  that  I  may  have 
some  milk  for  my  children."  "  How  many  children  have  you? 
The  old  man  answered,  Ten.  "And  how  much  do  you  mean  to 
give  for  a  cow  ?"  said  Hind.  "  I  have  but  forty  shillings,  master, 
and  that  I  have  been  scraping  together  these  two  years."  Hind's  ' 
heart  ached  for  the  poor  man's  condition,  at  the  same  time  could 
not  help  admiring  his  simplicity ;  but  being  in  absolute  want  him. 
self,  he  thought  of  an  expedient  which  would  both  serve  himself,  and  • 
the  poor  old  man  :'  u  Father,'9  said  he,  "  the  money  which  you 
have  is  necessary  for  me  at  this  time  ;  but  I  will  not  wrong  your 
children  of  their  milk.  My  name  is  Hind,  and  if  you  will  give  me 
your  forty  shillings  quietly,  and  meet  me  again  this  day  se'enight 
at  this  place,  I. promise  to  make  the  sum  double."  The  old  man  - 
consented ;  and  Hind  enjoined  him  to  "  be  cautious  not  to  men- 
tion a  word  of  the  matter  to  any  body  between  this  and  that  time."  * 
The  old  man  came  at  the  appointed  time,  and  received  as  much  as 
would  purchase  two  cows,  and  twenty  shillings  more,  that  he  might 
thereby  have  the  best  in  the  market. 

Though  Hind  had  long  frequented  the  road,  yet  he  carefully 
avoided  shedding  of  blood  ;  and  the  following  is  the  only  instance 
of  this  nature  related  of  him.     He  had  one  morning  committed 
several  robberies,  and  among  others,  had  taken  more  than  seventy' 
pounds  from  Colonel  Harrison^   a  celebrated  enemy   to  Ring  ' 
Charles.    As  the  royal  murderers  were  Hind's  inveterate  foes,  the 
Colonel  immediately  raised  the  hue  and  cry  after  him,  which  was 
circulated  in  that  part  of  the  country  before  the  Captain  was 
aware  of  it.     He  at  last,  however,  received  intelligence  at  one  of  * 
the  inns  upon  the  road,  and  made  every  possible ihaste  to  fly: the 
scene  of 'danger.    In  this  situation,  the  Captain  was  apprehensive 
of  every  person  he  met  upon  the  road.     He  .had  reached  a  place  * 
called  Knowl. hill,  when,  the  servant  of  a  gentleman,  who  was 
in  pursuit'  of  his  master,  came  riding  at  Ml  speed  /behind  hini. 
Hind,  supposing  that  it,  was  one  in:  pursuit  of him, .  upon  his  odnttfrf 
iognp-j  turned. about 5  and  Jshot  him  tbroiigh  4h*  i^adr  wheii  th*<^ 
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unfortunate  man  fell  dead  upon  the  spot      Fortune  favoured  the 
Captain  at  this  time,  and  he  got  off  in  safety. 

The  following  adventure  shall  close  the  narrative  of  Hind's, 
husy  life.  After  Charles  I.  was  beheaded,  the  Scots  remained 
loyal,  proclaimed  his  son  Charles  II.,  and/  resolved  to  maintain 
his  right  against  the  Usurper.  They  suddenly  raised  an  army, 
and  entering  England,  proceeded  as  far  as  Worcester,  Multi- 
tudes of  the  English  joined  the  royal  army,  and  among  these  Cap. 
tain  Hind,  who  was  loyal  from  principle,  and  brave  by  nature* 
Cromwell  was  sent  by  Parliament  with  an  army  to  intercept  the 
inarch  of  the  royalists.  Both  armiep  met  at  Worcester,  and  a  des- 
perate and  bloody  battle1  ensued.  The  King's  army  was  routed. 
Captain  Hind  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape,  and  reaching  Lon- 
don, lived  in  a  retired  situation.  Here,  however,  he  had  not  re- 
mained long,  when  he  was  betrayed  by  one  of  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintances. It  will  readily  he  granted,  that  his  actions  merited 
death  by  the  law  of  his  country,  but  the  mind  recoils  with  horror 
from  the  thought  of  treachery  in  an  intimate  friend. 

Hind  was  carried  before  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Commons,, 
and,  after  a  long  examination,  was  committed  to  Newgate,  and 
loaded  with  irons ;  nqr  was  any  person  allowed  to  converse  with 
him  without  a  special  grant.  He  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
Session.house  at  the  Old  Bailey,  indicted  for  seteral  crimes,  bat, 
for  want  of  sufficient  evidence,  nothing  worthy  of  death  could  be 
proved  against  him.  Not  long  after  this,  he  was  sent  ,dowa  to 
Reading  under  a  strong  guard,  and  being  arraigned  before  Judge 
Warburton,  for  Jutting  George  Symsob  at  Know I. hill,  aa  for* 
merly  mentioned,  he  was  convicted  of  wilful  murder.  An  act  of 
indemnity  for  all  past  offences  was  issued  at  this  time,  and  he  hop* 
ed  to  have  been  included ;  but  an  order  of  Council  removed  him  to, 
Worcester  gaol,  where  he  was  condemned  for  high  treason, — and 
hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered, — his  head  placed  upon  the,  top  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Severn,  and  the  other  parts  of  his  body  'placed 
upon  the.  other  gatea.of  the  city.  The  head  was  privately  taken. 
dowQ  qnd  interred,  but  the  remaining  ports  o£  biflhody  remained, 
until  contained  by  'the  influence  of  the  weather*,  *      ' 

Xm  his  la^h)bmefita.he  ikeiartd,  that  his  principal : depredations 
tadnbeeaiiCcBKpittcd.against  the  republican,  party,  ajtd4hpf.fee,tea&  - 
soeiy  faciaotpifigj  9D!iuigb  aanutliviug  to  we  hb  aoy^Maste^rfe. 
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stored.    The  following  are  a  few  verses  to  bis  memory »  whica   af- 
ford a  specimen  of  the  poetrj  of  that  age. 


■ 

To  the  Memory  of  Captain  HiKd* 
By  a  Poet  of  hit  own  time. 


Wheneter  Death  attacks  a  throne, 
Nature  thro'  all  her  parts  must  groan, 
The  mighty  monarch  to  bemoan. 

He  must  be  wise,  and  just,  and  good, 
Tho'  nor  the  state  he  understood, 
Nor  ever  spar'd  a  subject's  blood. 

And  shall  no  friendly  poet  find, 
A  monumental  verse  for  Hind  ; 
In  fortune  less,  as  great  in  mind  ? 

Hind  made  our  wealth  one  common  store, 
He  robb'd  the  rich  to  feed  the  poor  :— 
What  did  immortal  CicsAR,  more  ? 

< 

Nay,  't  were  not  difficult  to  prove, 
That  meaner  views  did  Cjesar  move  : 
His  was  ambition.  Hind's  was  love* 

Our  English  hero  sought  no  crown, 
Nor  that  more  pleasing  bait,  renown  ;<  ■ 
But  just  to  Iteep  off  Fortune's  froirni  " 

Yet  when  his  country's  cause  invites. 
See  him  assert  a  nation's  rights  i 
A  Robber  for  a  Monarch  fights ! 

If  in  due  light  his  deeds  we  scan, 
As  nature  points  us  out  the  plan  ; 
Hind  was  an  honourable  man. 

14 
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Honour,  the  virtue  of  the  brave, 

To  Hind  that  tu  en  of  genius  gave, 

Which  made  him  scorn  to  be  a  slave,  . 

Thus,  had  his  stars  conspir'd  to  raise 
His  natal  hour,  this  virtue's  praise 
Had  shone  with  an  uncommon  blaze. 

Some  new  epocha  had  began 
From  every  action  he  had  done  ; 
A  city  built,  a  battle  won. 

If  one's  a  subject,  one  a.t  helm, 
>Tis  the  same  yi'lence,  says  Ansdmy 
To  rob  a  house,  or  waste  a  realm. 

Be  henceforth,  then,  for  ever  join'd, 
The  names  of  Cjesar  and  of  Hind  ; 

i 

In  fortune  different,  one  in  mind. 
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Da  V.ALt  was  born  at  Pumfort  in  Normandy,    His  father  wan 

a  miller,  and  his  mother  was  descended  of  an  honourable  race  of 

tailors.     He  was  educated  in  the  Catholic  Faith,  and  received  an 

education  suited  to  a  footman.     But  though  the  father  was  careful 

to  train  up  his  son  in  the  religion  of  his  ancestors,  he  was  without 

religion  himself.  He  talked  more  of  good  cheer  than  of  the  church ; 

of  sumptuous  feasts  than  of  ardent  faith ;  of  good  wine,  than  of  good 

works.   One  time  old  Du  Vail  was  seized  with  a  severe  HI n ess,  and 

there  were  strong  hopes  that  he  would  die  a  natural  o>ath.    In  his 

extreme  illness  a  ghostly  father  visited  him  with  his  Corpus  Do* 

mim^  informing  him,  that,  having  heard  of  h|s  dangerous  situation, 

he  had  brought  his  Saviour  to  comform  him,  in  his  last  moments. 

pon  this  old  Du  Vail,  drawing  aside  the  curtains,  beheld  a  good- 

ty  fat  friar,  with  the  host  in  hi*  hand.  "  I  know,"  said  he,  "  ttotf 
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it  is  our  Saviour,  because  he  comes  to  me  in  the  same  manner  as 
he  went  to  Jerusalem :  It  is  an  ass  that  carries  him." 

Du  Vall's  parents  were  freed  of  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
rearing  their  son  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  We  first  find  him  at  Rouen, 
the  principal  city  of  Normandy,  in  the  character  of  a  stable-boy. 
Here  he  fortunately  found  retour  horses  going  to  Paris,  upon  on* 
of  these  he  was  permitted  to  fide,  upon  condition  of  assisting  to 
dress  them  at  night.  His  expenses  were  likewise  defrayed  by  some 
English  travellers  that  he  met  upon  the  roa<}. 

Arrived  at  Paris,  he  continued  at  the  same  ipn  where  the  Eng- 
lishmen put  up,  and,  by  running  messages,  or  performing  the 
meaaest  offices,  he  subsisted  for  awhile.  If  e/ continued  in  this 
humble  station- until  the  Restoration  of  Charles  II.,,  when  multl* 
tudes  from  the  (Continent  resorted  to  England.  Jn  the  character  qf 
a  footman  to  a  person  of  quality,  Du.V^H.also  repaired  to  that 
country.  The  universal  joy  which  seized  the  nation  upon  that 
happy  eVeat,  contaminated  the  morals  of  all  : — Riot,  dissipation, 
and  every  aperies  of  profligacy,  abounded  The  young  and  spright- 
ly French  footman  entered  keenly  into  these  amusements.  IIi$ 
funds,  .however,  being  soop  exhausted,  he  deeipf  d  it  no  great  crime 
for  a  Frenchman  to  exapt  cont/ibutipns  from  the  English.  In  * 
-short  time  he  became  so  dexterous  in  his  new  employment,  that  he 
had  the  honour  of  being  fir*t  named  in  an  advertisement  issued  for 
the  apprehending  of  some  notorious  robbers* 

One  day  Du  Vail  and  some  others  espied  a  knight  and  his  lady 
travelling  along  ,in  their  coach  :  Seeiog  themselves  in  danger  of 
being  attacked,  the  lady  took  up  a  flagelet,  and  commenced  play, 
ing,  which  she  did  very  dexterously.  Du  Vail  taking  the  hint, 
pulled  one  out  of  .his  pocket,  coin  rae  need  playing,  and,  in  this 
posture,  approached  the  coach.  u  Sir,"  said  he  to  the  knight, 
"  your  lady  plays  excellently,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  she  dances 
well.  Will  you  step  out  of  the  cpach,  $n4  let  us  have  the  hononr 
td  dance  a  boa rant  wifh  her  upon  the  heath."  **  I  dare  not  de- 
ny any  thing,  Sir,"  the  knight  readily  replied,  "  tq  a  gentleman 
•of  your  quality,  and  good  behaviour ;  you  seepa  a  man  of  gene- 
rosity, and  your  .Bequest  is  perfectly  reasonable. "  Immediately  *  ^ 
the  footman  opens  the  door,  and  the  knight  comes  out.  £>u  ^^ 
leaps  lightly  off  his  horse,  and  fyands  the  lady  down.  It  was  sor- 
prising  to  see  how  gracefully  he  moved  upon  the  grass ;  scarcely  a 
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dancing  master  in  London  bat  would  have  been  proud  to  have         \. 
shewn  such  agility  in  *  pair  of  pumps,  as  Du  Vail  shewed  in  a  v 

pair  of  French  riding  boots.  As  soon  as  the  dance  was  over,  he 
handed  the  lady  to  the  coach,  but  just  as  the  knight  was  stepping 
in,  "  Sir,"  says  he,  "  you  forget  to  pay  the  music"  .  His  wor- 
ship replied,  that  he  never  forgot  such  things,  and  instantly  pat  ; 
his  hand  under  the  seat  of  the  coach,  pulled  oat  an  hundred- pounds 
in  a  bag,  which  he  delivered  to  Du  Vail,  who  received  it  with  a 
very  good  grace,  and  courteously  answered,  "  Sir,  you  are  libe. 
ral,  and  shall  have  no  cause  to  regret  your  generosity 5. this  hun- 
dred pounds,  given  so  generously,  is  better  than  ten  times  the  sunk 
taken  by  force.  Your  noble  behaviour  has  excused  yon  the  other 
three  hundred  pounds  which  you  have  in  the  coach  with  you." 
After  this  he  gave  him  his  word  that  he  might  pass  undisturbed, 
if  he  met  any  other  of  his  crew,  and  then  wished  them  a  good 
journey. 

At  another  time  Du  Vail  and  some  of  his  associates  met -a  coach 
upon  Blackheath,  full  of  ladies,  and  a  child  with  them.  One  of 
the  gang  rode  up  to  the  coach,  and,  in  a  rude  manner,  robbed  the 
ladies  of  their  watches,  rings,  and  even  seized  a  silver  tfucking 
bottle  of  the  child's.  The  infant  cried  bitterly  for  its  bottje,  and 
the  ladies  earnestly  entreated  he  would  only  return  that  article  to 
the  child,  which  he  barbarously  refused*  Du  Vail  went  forward 
to  discover  what  detained  his  accomplice ;  and  the  ladies  renewing 
their  entreaties  to  him,  he  instkntly  threatened  to  shoot  his  com- 
panion, unless  he  returned  that  article,  saying,  "  Sirrah,  canU 
you  behave  like  a  gentleman,  and  raise  a  contribution  without 
stripping  people ;  but  perhaps  you  had  some  occasion  for  the 
sucking  bottle,  for,  by  your  actions,  one  would  imagine  yon  were 
hardly  weaned."  This  smart  reproof  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
Du  Vail,  in  a  courteous  manner,  tedk  bis  leave  of  <£ie  ladies* 

One  day  Du  Vail  met  Hooper,  master  of  the  hounds  to  Charles 
II.,  who  was  hunting  in  Wiridsor  Forest;  and,  taking  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  thicket,  he  demanded  his  money,  or  he  would  in- 
stantly take  away  his  life.  Hooper,  without  hesitation,  gave  him 
his  purse,  containing  at  least  fifty  guineas  £  in  return  for  which, 
Du  Vail  bound  him  neck  and  heel,  tied  his  horse  to  a  tree  beside 
Tiim,  and  rode  across  the  country. 
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It  was  a  considerable  time  before  the  huntsmen  discovered 
their  master.  The  squire  being  at  length  released,  made  all  poe. 
sible  haste  to  Windsor,  unwilling  to  venture  himself  into  any  more 
thickets  for  that  day,  whatever  might  be  the  fortune  of  the  hunt. 
Entering  the  town  he  was  accosted,  by  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  who  en. 
quired  if  he  had  had  any  sport.  "  Sport !"  replied  Hooper,  in  a 
great  passion,  "  yes,  Sir,  I  have  had  sport  enough  from  a  villain 
who  made  me  pay  full  dear  for  it ;  he  bound  me  neck  and  heel, 
contrary  to  my  desire,  and  then  took  fifty  guineas  from  me,  to  pay 
him  for  Ids  labour,  which  I  had  much  rather  he  had  omitted. 

England  now  became  too  contracted  a  sphere  for  the  talents  of 
pur  adventurer,  and  in  consequence  of  a  proclamation  issued  for 
his  detection,  and  his  notoriety  in  the  country,  Du  Vail  retired  to 
his  native  country.  At  Paris  he  lived  in  a  very  extravagant  style, 
and  carried  on  war  with  rich  travellers  and  fair  ladies,  and  proudly 
boasted  that  he  was  equally  successful  with  both  ;  but  his  warfare 
with  the  latter  was  infinitely  more  agreeable,  though  much  less 
profitable,  than  with  the  former.  In  the  true  language  of  a  war. 
rior,  he  avowed  that  his  fortune  was  as  good  as  that  of  MarL. 
borough,  who  never  laid  siege  to  a  city  that  he  did  not  take.  The 
adventures  of  his  giHantry  are,  however,  of  such  a  nature,  that 
decorum  forbids  theif  recital ;  and  certainly  it  is  no  great  compli- 
ment to  the  delicacy  or  taste  of  him  who  first  recorded  them.  It 
is  sufficient  to  mention,  that  bis  gallantries  emptied  his  coffers, 
and  excited  him  to  renewed  depredations  to  feed  his  licentious  de- 
sires, until  he  became  confirmed  in  every  species  of  vice. 

There  is  one  adventure  of  Du  Vail  at  Paris  which  we  shall  lay 
before  our  readers.  There  was  in  that  city  a  learned  Jesuit,  Con- 
fessor to  the  French  King,  who  had  rendered- himself  eminent, 
both  by  his  politics  and  his  avarice.  His  thirst  for  money  was  in* 
satiable,'  and  increased  with  his  Ttches.  Du  Vail  devised  the 
following  plan  to  obtain  a  share  of  the  immense  wealth  of  this  pious 
father. 

To  facilitate  his  admittance  into  the  Jesuit's  company,  hedress- 
ed  himself  as  a  scholar,  and  waiting  a  favourable  opportunity,  went 
up  to  tthrl  Very  confidently,  and  addressed  him  as  follows  :  "  May 
it  please  your  reverence,  I'airi  a  poor  scholar,  who  have  been  se- 
veral yearff  traveling  over  sh-ange  countries,  to  learn  experience 
in  the  srient:esy  principally  to  serve  triine  burn  country,  for  whose 
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k»  owil  story  should  be  deficient  in  interest  or  length  j  he  commetU 
©es  with  a  brief  account  of  his  family  and  ancestors* 

"  1  suppose,"  says  he,  '*  that,  according  to  custom,  the  reader 
will  expect  some  relation  of  my  genealogy, '  and  as  I  am  a  great 
admirer  of  fashion,  I  shall  'gratify  his  cariosity.  My  grandfather 
had  the  good  fortune  to  marry  a  woman  well  skilled  in  vaulting  and 
rope-dancing,  and  who  could  act  her  part  uncommonly  well.  Though 
above  fifty  years  of  age,  and  affected  with  the  phthisrek)  she  died 
iu  the  air.  To  avoid  seeing  other  women  fly  as  she  had  done,  her 
husband  would  not  marry  again  ;  but  diverted  himself  with  keep- 
ing a  puppet-show  in  Moor  fields,  deemed  the  most  remarkable 
that  ever  had  been  seen  in  that  place.  My  grandfather  was  also  so 
little,  that  the  only  difference  between  him  and  his  puppets  was, 
that  they  spoke  through  a  trunk  ^  and  he  without  one.  He  was, 
however,  so  eloquent,  and  made  sath  lively  speeches,  that  his  an. 
diance  was  never  rendered  drowsy.  All  the  apple. women,  haw- 
kers, and  fish.women,  were  so  charmed  by  his  wit,  that  they  would 
run  to  hear  him,  and  leave  their  goods  without  any  guard  but 
their  own  straw  hats.  Unfortunate  man  !  The  women  soon  strip- 
ped him  of  all  hisclothes,  money,  goods,  and  constitution,  and 
sent  him  to  breath  his  last  in  an  hospital. 

"  My  father  had  two  trades,  or  two  strings  to  his  bow,— he  wa*  & 
painter  and  a  gamester,  and  master  much  alike  at  both  ;  for  his 
.  painting  could  scarcely  rise  so  high  as  a  sign-post,  and  hts  hand  at 
play  was  of  such  an  ancient  date,  that  it  could  scarcely  pass.  He 
had  one  misfortune,  that,  like  original  din,  he  entailed  upon  all 
his  children ;  and  that  was,  his  being  born  a  gentleman,  which  fa  as 
bad  as  a  poet,  few  of  whom  escape  eternal  poverty. 

"  My  mother  had  the  misfortune  to  die  longing  for  mushroom's. 
Besides  myself  she  left  two  daughters*  both  very  handsome  and 
very  young  ;  and  though  I  was  then  young  myself;  yet  I  was  much 
better  skilled  in  sharping  than  my  age  seemed  to  promise.  When 
the  funeral  sermon  was  preached,  the  funeral  rites  performed,  and 
our  tears  dried  up,  my  father  returned  to  his  daubing,  my  sisters 
to  their  stitching,  and  I  returned  to  school.  1  had  such  an  excel- 
lent memory,  that  though  my  dispositions  were  then  what  they  have1 
continued  to  be,  yet  I  soon  learned  as  much  as  might  have  been 
applied  to  better  purposes  than  1  have  done.  My  tricks  upon  my 
master  and  my  companions  were  so  numerous,  that  I  obtained  the 
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honourable  appellation  of  the  LittU  Judas*  My  avaricious  dig- 
position  soon  appeared,  and  if  my  covetous  eyes  once  beheld  any 
thing,  my  invention  soon  put  it  into  my  possession.  These,  how* 
ever,  I  conld  not  obtain  gratify  for  they  cost  me  many  a  boxing 
bout  every  day.  The  reports  of  my  conduct  were  conveyed  home, 
and  my  eldest  Bister  would  frequently  spend  her  white  hands  upon 
the  side  of  my  pate ;  and  even  sometimes  carried  her  admonitions 
so  far,  as  pojitely  to  inform  me,  that  1  would  prove  a  disgrace  to 
the  family* 

(€  It  Was  my  good  fortune,  however,  not  to  be  greatly  agitated 
by  ber  remonstrances,  which  went  in  at  the  one  ear  and  out  at  the 
other.  It  happened,  however,  that  my  adventures  were  so  nu- 
merous, and  daily  increasing  in  their  magnitude,  that  I  was  dis- 
missed the  school  with  as  much  solemnity  as  if  it  had  been  by  beat 
of  drum.  After  giving  me  a  complete  drubbing,  my  father  carried 
me  to  a  barber,  in  order  to  be  bound  as  his  apprentice.  I  was 
first  sent  to  the  kitchen,  where  my  mistress  soon  provided  me  with 
employment,  by  showing  me  a  parcel  of  dirty  clothes,  informing 
me  that  it  made  part  of  the  apprentice's  work  to  clean  them } 
**  Jemmy,"  says  she,  4t  mind  your  heels,  there's  a  good  boy  !** 
I  hong  down  my  head,  tumbled  all  the  clouts  into  a  trough,  and 
washed  them  as  well  as  I  could.  I  so  managed  the  matter,  that  I 
was  soon  discarded  from  my  office,  which  was  very  fortunate  for 
me,  for  it  would  have  put  an  end  to  Jemmy  in  less  than  a  fort* 
night. 

"  The  third  day,  of  my  apprenticeship,  my  master  having  just 
given  me  a  note  to  receive  money,  there  came  into  the  shop  arufc 
fian  with  a  pair  of  whiskers,  and  told  my  master  he  would  have 
them  turned  up.  The  journeyman  not  being  at  hand,  my  master 
began  to  turn  them  up  himself,  and  desired  me  to  heat  the  irons. 
I  complied,  and  just  as  he  had  turned  up  one  whisker,  there  hap* 
pened  a  quarrel  in  the  street,  and  my.  master  run  out  to  le^rn  the 
cause.  The  scuffle  lasting  long,  and  my  master  desirous  to  see 
the  end  as  well  as  the  beginning  of  the  bustle,  the  *park  was  all 
the  time  detained  in  the  shop,  with  the  one  whisker  ornamented, 
and  the  other  hanging  down  like  an  aspin  leaf.  In  a  harsh  tone, 
he.  asked  me  if  1  understood  my  trade  ;  and  I  thinking  it  deroga- 
tory to  my  understanding  to  be  ignorant,  boldly  replied  that  I  did  ; 
?  Why  then,'  said  he,  '  turn  up  this  whisker  for  me,  or  I  shall  ge 


16£    s  I.IYES    OF   PIRATES,   HIGHWAYMEN,    &C. 

into  the  street  as  I  am,  and  kick  ydur  master/9  I  was  unwilling 
to  be  detected  in  a  lie,  and  deeming  it  no  difficult  matter  to  turn  up 
a  whisker,  never  shewed  the  least  concern,  but  took  up  one  of  the 
irons,  that  had  been  in  the  fire  ever  since  the  commencement  of 
the  street  bustle,  and  having  nothing  to  try  it  on,  and  willing  to 
appear  expeditious,  I  took  a  comb,  stuck  it  into  his  bristly  bush, 
and  clapped  the  iron  to  it  j  no  sooner  did  they  meet,  than  there 
arose  a  smoke,  as  if  it  had  been  out  of  a  chimney,  with  a  whiz, 
xing  noise,  and  in  a  moment  all  the  hair  vanished,  tie  exclaimed 
fariausly,  u  Thou  son  of  a  thousand  dogs,  dost  thou  take  me  for  St 
Laurence,  that  thou  hurnest  me  alive  I"  With  that  he  let  fly  such 
a  bang  at  me,  that  the  comb  dropped  out  of  my  hand,  and  I  could 
Hot  avoid,  in  the  fright,  laying  the  hot  iron  close  along  his  cheek ; 
this  made  him  give  such  a  shriek  as  shook  the  whole  house,  and  at 
the  same  time  drew  his  sword  to  send  me  to  the  other  world.  I 
however  recollecting  the  proverb,  u  That  one  pair  of  heels  is  worth 
two*  pair  of  hands,"  T  run  so  nimbly  into  the  street^  and  fled  so 
quickly  from  that  part  of  the  town,  that  though  I  was  a  good  run- 
ner, I  was  amazed  when  I  found  myself  about  a  mile  from  home, 
with  the  iron  in  my  hand,  and  the  remainder  of  the  whisker  stick- 
ing  to  it-  As  fortune  would  have  it,  I  was  near  the  dwelling  of 
the  person  who  was  to  pay  the  note  my  master  gave  me  :  I  went 
and  received  the  money,  but  deemed  it  proper  to  detain  it  in  lieu 
of  my  three  days  wages. 

"  This  money  was' all  exhausted  in  one  month,  when  I  was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  returning  to  my  father's  house.     Before  ar- 
riving there,  I  was  informed  that  he  was  gone  to  the  country  to 
receive  a  large  sum  of  money  which  was  due  to  him,  and  therefore 
went  boldly  in,  as  if  the  house  had  been  my  own.     My  grave  sis- 
ters received  me  very  coldly,  and  severely  blamed  me  for  the 
money  which  my  father  paid  for  my  pranks.     Maintaining,  how* 
_  ever,  the  honour  of  my  birthright,  I  kept  them  at  considerable 
distance.     The  domestic  war  being  thus  prolonged,  I  one  day  lost 
temper,  and  was  resolved  to  make  them  feel  the  consequences  of 
giving  me  sour  beer;  and  though  the  dinner  was  upon  the  table, 
I  threw  the  dish  at  my  eldest  sister,  and  the  beer  at  the  younger, 
overthrew  the  table,  and  marched  out  of  doors  on  a  ramble.    For- 
innately,  however,  I  was  interrupted  in  my  flight  by  one^who  in* 

formed  me,  that  my  father  was  dead,  and  in  his  testament  had 
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Mery  wisely  left  me  sole  heir  and  executor.  Upon  this  I  return- 
ed, and  soon  found  the  tones  and  tempers  of  my  sisters  changed 
in  consequence  of  the  reoent  news*  I  sold  the  goods,  collected 
the  debts,  and  feasted  all  the  rakes  in  town,  until  not  one  farthing' 
remained* 

"  One  evening  a  party  of  my  Companions  carried  me  along  with 
them,  and  opening  the  door  of  a  certain  house,  conveyed  from 
thence  some  trunks,  which  a  faithful  dog  perceiving,  gave  the 
alarm.  The  people  of  the  house  attacked  the  robbers,  who  threw 
down  their  burdens  to  defend  themselves  ;  meanwhile  I  skulked 
into  a  Gorner  air  trembling.  The  watch  made  their  appearance,  and 
seeing  three  trunks  in  the  Street, — two  men  dangerously  wounded, 
and  myself  standing  at  a  small  distance,  they  seized  me  as  one 
concerned  in  the  robbery.  Next  day  I  was  ordered  to  a  place  of 
confinement,  and.  could  find  no  friend  to  bail  me  from  thence.  In 
ten  days  I  was  tried,  and  my  defences  being  frivolous  and  un- 
satisfactory, I  was. about  to  be  hoisted  up  by  the  neck,  and  sent 
out  of  the  world  in  a  swinging  manner,  when  a  reprieve  came, 
and  in  two.  months  a  full  pardon. 

"  After  this- horrible  fright,  for  I  was  dot  much  disposed  to 
visit  the  dwelling  of  my  grandfather,  I  commenced  travelling  mer- 
chant, and,  according  to  my  finances,  purchased  a  quantity  of 
wash-balls,  tooth- picks,    and  tooth  powders.      Pretending  that 
they  came  from  Japan,  Peru,  or  Tartary,  and  extolling  them  to 
the  skies,  I  had  a  good  sale,  particularly  among  the  gentry  of  the 
playhouse.   .  Upon  a  certain  day,  one  of  the  actresses,  a  beauti- 
ful woman  of  eighteen,  and  married  to  one  of  the  actors,  addressed 
me,  saying,  c (  She  had  taken  a  liking  to  me,  because  I  was  a  con* 
fident,  sharp,  forward  youth ;  and  therefore,  if  I  would  serve  her, 
she  would  entertain  me  with  all  her  heart ;  and  that  when  the 
company  were  strolling,  I  might  beat  the  drum,  and  stick  up  the 
bills."  '  Deeming  it  an  easier  mode  of  moving  through  the  world, 
I  readily  consented,  only  requesting  two  days  to  dispose  of  my 
'  stock,  and  to  settle  all.  my  accounts. 

"  In  my  new  profession,  my  employments  were  various,  some  of 
which,  though  not  very  pleasant,  I  endeavoured  to  reconcile 
myself  to,  inasmuch  as  they  were  comparatively  better  than 
my  former.  In  a  little  time,  I  became  more  acquainted  with  the 
tempers  of  my  roaster  and  mistress,  and  became  so  great  a  favour- 
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ite,  that  fees  and  bribes  replenished  my  coffers  from  all  expectant! 
and  authors  who  courted  their  favour.     Unfortunately,  however, 
one  day  in  their  absence  I  was  invited  by  some  of  the  party  to 
take  a  walk,  and  going  into  a  tavern,  commenced  playing  at  cards, 
till  my  last  farthing  was  lost.     Determined,  if  possible,  to  be  re- 
venged of  my  antagonist,   I  requested  time  to  run  home  for  more 
money,— it  was  readily  granted.     1  run  and  seized  an  article  be. 
longing  my  mistress,  pawned  it  for  a  small  sum,  which  soon  followed 
my. other  stores.  But  evils  seldom  come  alone  :  I  was  in  this  situa- 
tion not  only  deprived  of  my  money,  but  also  obliged  to  decamp. 
The  next  adventure  of  Balson  was  to  enlist  as  a  soldier :  It 
happened,  however,    that   his  captain    cheating  him  out  of  his 
pay,  caused   a  grievous  quarrel.     Balson  soon  found  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  reside  in  Rome,   and  strive  with  the  Pope.  '  His 
captain,  upon  some  pretence  of  improper  conduct,  had  him  appre- 
hended,  tried,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged.     The  cause  of  this 
harsh  treatment  was  a  very  simple  one  :   "  "For,'*  says  Balson, 
"  I  was  one  day  drinking  with  a  soldier,  and  happened  to  fall  out 
about  a  lie  given.     My  sword  unluckily  running  into  his  throat, 
he  kicked  up  his  heels,  through  his  own  fault,  for  he  ran  upon  wj 
point,  so  that  he  may  thank  his  own  hastiness  "     Upon  this,  onr 
hero  says,  u  as  if  it  had  been  a  thing  of  nothing,  or,  as  a  matter  of 
,  pastime,  they  gave  sentence  that  I  should  be  led  in  state  along  the 
streets,  then  mounted  upon  a  ladder,  kick  up  my  heels  before  all 
the  people,  and  take  a  swing  in  the  open  air,  as  if  I  had  another 
life  in  my  knapsack."  A  notary  informed  me  of  this  sentence,  who 
was  so  generous  that  he  requested  no  fee,  nor  any  expenses  for 
his  trouble  during  the  trial.     The  unfeeling  goaler  desired  me  to 
make  my  peace  with  my  Maker,  without  giving  me  one  drop  to 
cheer  my  desponding  heart.     Informed  of  my  melancholy  comfi. 
tion,  a  compassionate  friar  came  to  prepare  me  for  another  world, 
since  the  inhabitants  of  this  were  so  ready  to  bid  me  farewell. 
When  he  arrived,  he  enquired  for  the  condemned  person.     I  an. 
srfered,  6i  Father,  I  am  the  man,  though  you  do  not  know  me." 
He  said,  u  Dear  child,  it  is  now  time  for  you  to  think  of  another 
world,  since  sentence  is  passed,  and  therefore  you  must  employ 
tfce  short  time  allowed  you,  in  confessing  your  sins,  atidfeskirig 
forgiveness  of  your  offences."     I  answered,  u  Reverend  father, 
Jn  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  church,  I  confess  but  ontfe 
in  the  year,  and  that  is  in  Lent}  but  if,  according  to  the  hamaa 


laws,  1  must  atone  with  my  life  for  the  crime  I  have  committed, 
your  Reverence,  betng'so  learned,  must  be  truly  sensible  that  therfe 
Is  no  divine  precept  which  says,  "  Thou  shalt  not  eat  or  drink  ;* 
and  therefore,  since  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  I  desire 
that  I  have  meat  and  drink,  and  then  we  will  discourse  of  what  is 
best  for  us  both  5  for  I  am  in  a  Christian  Country,  and  plead  the 
privilege  of  sanctuary. 

"  The  good  friar  was  much  moved  at  finding  me  so  jocular,  wheti 
I  ought  to  be  so  serious,  and  began  to  preach  to  me  a  loud  and  £ 
long  sermon  upon  the  parable  of  the  lost  sheep,  and  the  repentance 
of  the  good  thief  But  the  charity  bells  that  ring  when  criminals 
^re  executed,  knolling  in  mine  ears,  made  a  deeper  intpr*  ssioti 
than  the  loud  and  impressive  voice  of  the  Friar.  I  therefore 
kneeled  down  before  my  ghostly  father,  and  cleared  my  store, 
house  of  my  sins,  and  poured  forth  a  dreadful  budget  of  iniquity. 
He  then  gave  me  his  blessing,  and  poor  Balson  seemed  prepared 
to  take  his  flight  from  a  world  of  misfortunes  and  insults. 

"  But,  having  previously  presented  a  petition  to  the  Marquis 
D'Este,  then  cdmmanding  officer,  he  at  that  critical  moment  called 
me  before  him*  lie  being  a  merciful  man,  respited  my  sentence, 
and  sent  me  to  the'  gatlies  for  teal  years.  Some  friends  farther  in. 
terfered,  and  informed  the  Marquis,  that  the  whole  accusation  and 
sentence  against  me  was  effected  by  the  maftice  of  the  Captain, 
who  was  offended  because  I  had  insisted  for  the  whole  of  my  list. 
Ing  money.  The  result  was,  that  he  ordered  ine  to  be  set  at  liber* 
ty,  to  the  disappointment  of  nty  Captain,  together  with  that  of  the 
multitude  and  the  executioner. 

**  The  deadly  fright  being  over,  and  my  mind  restored  to  tran- 
quillity, I  went  forth  to  walk  j  and  to  meditate  upon  what  method  I 
was  now  to  pursue  in  the  rugged  journey  of  life.  Every  man  has* 
his' own  fortune,  and,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  I  again  met 
'with  a  recruiting  officer,  who  enlisted  me,  and,  from  partiality^ 
took  me  home  to  bis  own  quarters.  The  cook  taking  leave  of  the 
family,  1  was  interrogated  if  1  understood  any  thing  in  that  line; 
To  this  l  replied  as  usual  in  the  affirmative,  and  was  accordingly 
installed  in  the  important  office  of  cook. 

"  In  the  course  of  a  military  life,  my  master  took  up  his  winter 
residence  at  Bavaria,  in  the  house  of  one  of  the  richest  men:  in! 


156  LIVES    OF   PIRATES,   HIGHWAYMEN,   &C. 

those  parts.     To  save  his  property,  however,  the  Bavarian  pre* 
tended  to  be  very  poor,  drove  away  all  his  cattle,  and  removed 
all  his  stores  to  another  quarter      Informed  of  this,  I  waited  upon 
him,  and  acquainted  him,  that  as  he  had  a  person  of  quality  in  his 
house,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  provide  liberally  for'  him 
and  his  servants.      He  replied,  that   I   had  only  to  inform  him 
what  provisions  I  wanted,  and  he  would  order  them  immediately. 
J  then  informed  him,  that  my  master  always  kept  three  tables, 
one  for  the  gentlemen  and  pages,  a  second  for  the  butler  and  un- 
der officers,  a  third  for  the  footmen,  grooms,  and  other  liveries  r 
That  for  these  tables  he  must  supply  one  ox,  two  calves  j  four  sheep, 
twelve  pullets,  six  capons,  two  dozen  of  pigeons,  six  pounds  of  ba- 
con, four  pounds  of  sugar,  two  of  all  sorts  of  spice  ;  an  hundred 
eggs,  half  a  dozen  dishes  of  fish,  a  pot  of  wine  to  every  plate,  and 
six  hogsheads  to  stand  by.  He  blessed  himself,  and  exclaimed,  "  If 
all  you  speak  of  be  only  for  the  servants'  tables,  the  village  will  not 
be  able  to  furnish  the  masters."    To  this  I  replied,  "  that  my  mas- 
ter was  such  a  good  natured  man,  that  if  he  saw  his  servants  and 
attendants  well  provided,  he  was  indifferent  to  his  own  table  ;— a 
dish  of  imperial  stuff* d  meat,  with  an  egg  in  it.  would  be  sufficient 
for  him.    He  asked  me  of  what  that  same  imperial  stuff'd  meat  was 
composed  ?     I  desired  him  to  send  for  a  grave  •  digger  and  a 
cobler>  and  while  they  were  at  work,   I  would  inform  him  what 
there  was  wanting,  .  They  were  instantly  called,     I  then  took 
an  egg,  and  putting  it  into  the  body  of  a  pigeon,  which  I  had  al- 
ready gutted  with  my  knife,  said  to  him,  "  Now,  Sir,  take  notice, 
this  egg  is  in  the  pigeon,  the  pigeon  is  to  be  put  into  a  partridge, 
the  partridge  into  a  pheasant,  the  pheasant  into  a  pullet,  the  pullet 
into  a  turkey,  the  turkey  into  a  kid,  the  kid  into  a  sheep,  the 
sheep  into  a  calf,  the  calf  into  a  cow  ;  all  these  creatures  are 
to  be  pulled,  Head,  and  larded,  except  the  cow,   which  is  to 
have  her  hide  on  ;  and  as  they  are  through  one  into  another, 
like  a  nest  of  boxes,  the  cobler  is  to  sew  every  one  of  them,  with 
an  end,  that  they  may  not  slip  out,  and  the  grave-digger  is  to 
throw  up  a  deep  trench,  into  which  one  load  of  coals  is  to  be 
cast,  and  the  cow  laid  on  the  top  of  it,  and  another  load   above 
her, — the  fuel   set  on  fire,   to  burn  about  four  hours,  more  or 
less,  when   the  meat  being  taken  out,  is  incorporated,   and  be- 
comes such  a  delicious  dish,  that  formerly  the  emperors  used  to  dine 
upon  it  on  their  coronation-day  j  for  which  reason,  and  because  an 
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egg  is  the  foundation  of  all  that  curjous  mass,  it  is  named  the  "  Tm-  • 
perial  egg.stuffed.meat."      The  landlord  was  not  a  little  asto- 
nished, but,  after  some  conversation,  we  understood  each  other, 
and  my  master  left  the  matter  to  my  care. 

"  In  the  course  of  my  negociations  with  the  landlord,  I  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  my  master,  who,  discovering  my  policy ^  came* ' 
into  the  kitchen,  seized  .the  first  convenient  instrument,  and  bela- 

i 

boured  me  most  unmercifully.  He  was  however,  punished  for  bis 
rashness,  by  the  want  of  a  cook  for  two  weeks. 
• "  The  scoundrels  of  the  French  were  audacious  enough  to  pay  us 
a  visit  while  we  remained  here.  1  was  ordered  out  with  the  rest, 
but  I  kept  at  the  greatest  distance,  lest  any  bulJet  should  have 
mistaken  me  for  some  other  person.  No  sooner  did. I  receive  the 
intelligence  that  the  French  were  conquered,  than  I  ran  to  the 
field  of  battle,  brandishing  my  sword,  and  cutting  and  slashing 
among  the  dead  men.  It  unfortunately  happened,  however,  that 
as  I  struck  one  of  them  with  my  sword,  he  uttered  a  mournful 
groan,  and,  apprehensive  that  he  was  about  to  revenge  the  injury 
done  to  him,  I  run  off  with  full  speed,  leaving  my  sword  in  his 
body.  In  passing  along  I  met. with  another  sword,  which  saved 
my  honour,  as  I  vaunted  that  I  bad  seized  it  from  one  in  the  field  * 
of  battle. 

"  WbileVthus  rambling  through  the  field  of  blood  and  danger,  my 
master  was  carried  home  mdrtally  wounded,  who  called  me  a 
scoundrel,  and  cried,  4C,  Why  did  not  you  obey  me  ?".  "  Lest,  Sir, 
replied  I,  *'  Tshould  have  been  as  you  now  are."  The  good  man 
soon  breathed  his  last,  leaving  me  a  horse  and  fifty  ducats. 

"  Being  again  emancipated  from  bonds  of  servitude,  I  began  to 
enjoy  life,  and  continued  to  treat  all  my  acquaintance  so  long  as 
my  money  would  permit.  The  return  of  poverty,  however,  tnade 
me  again  enlist  under  the  banners  of  servitude. 

u  About  this  time  a  singular  occurrence  happened  me.  I  chan- 
ced to  go  out  into  the  street,  when  my  eye-sight  was  so  aftpcted, 
that  I  could  not  discern  black  from  green,  nor  white  from  grey. 
Observing  the  candles  suspended  in  a  candlemaker's  shop,  and 
taking  them  for  rad dishes,  I  thought^  there  was  no  great  harm 
though  I  should  taste  one  of  them.  Accordingly,  laying  hold  of 
one,  down  fell  the  whole  of the  row,  and  being  dashed  to  pieces 
upon  the  floor,  a  scuffle  ensued,— I  was  taken  into  custody,   and 

k  3 
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made  to  pay  the  damages,  which  operated  to  restore  my  sight  to 
}ta  natural  state* 

"  Not  long  after  this  adventure,  I  was  assailed  with  lov.e  for  the' 
fair  sex,  and,  after  sojne  sighs  and  presents,  I  was  bound  to  a,  wo- 
man, for  better  or  for  worse)  aod  continued  with  her  until  1  was 
removed  to  an  hospital  for  the  recovery  of  my  health :  I  had  pre* 
viqusly  kicked  my  wife  out  of  doors,  having  discovered  her  infide- 
lity from  unquestionable  tokens :  Continuing  there  until  I  was 
both  lean  and  pure,  I  had  no  sooner  obtained  my  liberation,  than 
a  tavern  was  my  first  resting  place  to  recruit  my  spirits,  and  to  re. 
deem  lost  time. 

"  I  at  last  formed  the  resolution  of  returning  to  my  native  home, 
and  there  spending  the  evening  of  my  bustling  life  in  calm  repose. 
After  travelling  many  a  tedious  mile^  I  got  to  London.  '  Arrived 
in  the  capital,  1  went  directiy  to  my  father's  house,  but  found  it 
in  the  possession  of  another,  and  my  sisters  departed  this  life.  As 
both  of  them  had  been  married,  and  had  left  children,  there  was 
no  hope  of  any  legacy  by  their  death :  I  was  therefore  under  the 
necessity  of  do}ng  something  for  a  living.  Finding  the. gout  increas- 
ing upon  me,  I,  by  the  advice  of  an  acquaintance,  took  up  a  public 
house;  and,  as  I  understood  several  languages,  I  thought  1  might 
fiave  many  customers  from  among  foreigners."  Balson  then  grave. 
ly  concludes  bis  own  narrative  in  these  words :  f  *  I  intend  tQ  leave 
off  my  foolish  pranks,  and  as  1  have  spent  my  juvenile  years  and 
piopey  in  keeping  company,  hope  to  find  some  fools  as  bad  as  my- 
self^ who  delight  in  throwing  away  their  estates,  and  impairing 
their  health." 

He  accordingly  took  a  house  in  Smithfield,  and  acquired  a  con- 
siderable sum.  But  being  desirous  to  make  a  Jortune  with  one 
dash,  he,  hastened  his  end.  Among  others  who  put  up  at  his  bouse, 
was  a  gentleman  who  had  purchased  a  large  estate  in  the  country, 
and  was  going  to  deliver  the  cash .  The  hostler  observed  to  the 
master,  that  his  bags  were  uncommonly  heavy  when  he  carried 
them  into  the  house.  They  mutually  agreed  to  kill  and  rob  him  \ 
and  the  hostler  accomplished  the  horrid  deed.  But  differing  about 
fhe  division  of  the  spoil,  the  hostler  got  drunk,  and  disclosed  the 
waole  matter.  The  house  was  searched,  the  body  of  the  gentle, 
pad  found,  both  the  murderers  were  seized,  tried,  and  condemn. 
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ed.     The  hostler  died  before  the  appointed  day,  but  Balson*  was 
executed,  and,  according  to  the  catholic  faith,  died  a  penitent. 


WILLIAM    NEVISON. 

This  progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences  is  not  more  rapid  than  that 
of  folly  and  vice.  The  latter  is  natural,  while  the  former  is  ac- 
quired. In  the  following  memoir,  it  will  be  demonstrated,  that 
the  best  education  may  be  perverted  by  vicious  dispositions* 

William   Nevison   was  born  at   Pomfret  in   Yorkshire,  and 
hut  paints  being  in  good '  circumstances,  conferred  upon  him 
a  decent  education.      He  remained  at  school  until  he  was  a*, 
bout  thirteen  years  of  age.      During  that  period,   his  bloom- 
ing talents  promised  a  luxuriapt  harvest.     Bat  the  general  bent 
of  his  future  character,   and  the  ruling  motive  of  all   his  ac 
tions,   were  exhibited  at  that  period.     He  commenced  his  depre* 
datioqs  by  stealing  a  silver  spoon  from  his  own  father.     The  too 
indulgent  parent,  instead  of  chastising  him  for  the  crime,  transfer- 
red  the  unpleasant  work  to  the  schoolmaster.     That  father,   who 
loses,  the  authority  over  his  own  children,  may  either  expect  to 
Jose  them  altogether,  or  have  his  heart  grieved,  and  his  family 
dishononred,  by  their  conduct.  The  schoolmaster  haying  punished 
young  Nevison  for  his  theft,  he  spent  a  sleepless  night  in  meditat- 
ing revenge.     He  knew  that  Syntax  had  a  favourite  horse  who 
grazed  in  an  adjacent  park.     William  rose  early  in  the  morning, 
.moved  quietly  into  his  father's  closet,  stole  his  keys,  and  supplied 
himself  with  cash  to  the  amount  of  ten  pounds.     Then  taking  a 
saddle  and  bridle  from  his  father's  stable,  he  hastened  to  the  park 
where  the  schoolmaster's  horse  fed.  He  saddled  and  bridled  the  ani- 
mal, and  with  all  haste  rode  towards  London.     About  a  mile  or 
two  from  the  capital,  he  cut  the  throat  of  the  poor  horse,  for  fear  of 
being  detected.     Arrived  in  London,  he  changed  his  name  and 
clothes,  and  then  hired  himself  to  a  brewer*     Though  under  the 
necessity  of  being  laborious,  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessaries  of 
life,  his  mind  was  always  upon  the  stretch  to  invent  some  more 
expeditious  mode  of  acquiring  money,  than  the  slow  return  of  an- 

*  This  name  ought  to  hive'  been  Bats  on. 
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nualpay.  He  often,  ineffectually,  attempted  to  rob  his  master, 
One  evening,  however,  the  clerk  happening  to  use  his  bottle  too 
freely,  he  followed  him  to  the  counting-room,  and  while  he  was 
enjoying  a  recruiting  nap,  he  stole  the  ke)  s  of  the  desks,  and  re. 
lieved  them  of  their  burden,  to  the  amount  of  about  two  hundred 
pounds  Without  waiting  to  discover  whether  the  clerk  or  the 
servant  should  be  blamed  for  the  cash,  he  sailed  for  Holland. 

But  change  of  climate  did  not  change  his  dispositions*  Thro* 
his  instigations  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  citizen  robbed  her 
father  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  a  quantity  of  jewels,  and 
eloped  with  the  Englishman.  They  were  pursued,  taken,  and 
committed  to  prison.  Thus  detected,  Ntvison  would  certainly 
have  finished  a  short  but  villanous  career  jn  a  foreign  land,  had 
he  not  made  his  escape. 

With  no  small  difficulty  he  arrived  in  Flanders,  and  enlisted  in- 
to a  regiment  of  English  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  In  that  station  he  behaved  with  considerable  re- 
putation, and  even  acquired  some  money.  But  his  restless  tem- 
per and  avaricious  disposition,  did  not  permit  him  to  remain  in  a 
situation  of  industry  or  sobriety.  He  deserted,  went  over  to?Eng- 
land,  with  his  money  purchased  ahorse,  together  with  all  other 
necessaries,  and  commenced  his  depredations  in  a  systematic  form. 
His  success  was  uncommon,  and  he  every  day  found  means  to  re- 
plenish his  coffers,  and  to  nourish  his  extravagancies.  Nor  would 
he  unite  his  fortune  with  any  one,  who  from  selfish  motives  might 
interrupt  him  in  his  lucrative  employment. 

One  day  when  Nevison  was, in  starch  of  booty  upon  the  high- 
way, he  met  two  countrymen,  who  admonished  him  not  to  pro- 
ceed in  his  journey,  as  the  place  was  infested  with  robbers,  and 
they  had  just  been  rifled  of  forty  pounds.  He  requested  them  to  ' 
turn  back  with  him,  to  show  him  the  road  the  robbers  had  taken, 
and  he  would  engage  to  recover  their  money.  They  complied,  and 
they  soon  came  within  sight  of  their  plunderers.  He  then  re- 
quested the  countrymen  to  remain  at  a  'distance,  and  he  would 
manage  the  matter  alone.  He  accosted  the  first  one,  saying, 
"  Sir,  by  your  dres?,  and  the  colour  of  your  horse,  you  appear  to 
be  the  person  that  1  was  in  search  of ;  and  if  so,  my  business  is 
to  demand  the  repayment  of  the  forty  pounds  yqu  borrowed  from 
two  friends  of  mine/*     "  Hpw>"  quoth  the  highwayman,  "  forty 
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pounds,  Sir ! — what,  is  the  fellow  mad  V9  ct  So  mad,"  replied 
William,  "  that  your  life  shall  answer  me,  unless  you  give  me  bet- 
ter satisfaction/'  Then  instantly  presenting  his  pistol  to  his 
breast,' the  robber  cried,  u  My  life  is  at  your  mercy ."  "  No," 
6ays  our  hero,  "  'tis  not  that  I  seek,  but  the  money  you  robbed 
€hese  two  men  of,  who  are  riding  up  to  me,  which  you  must  re- 
fund." He  delivered  what  he  possessed,  informing  him,  that  his 
companions  had  the  remainder.  Upon  this  Nevison  causes  him 
dismount,  and  delivered  him  into  the  custody  of  the  two  country, 
men,  while  he  himself  mounted  the  thief 's  horse,  and  rode  after 
his  associates.  Supposing,  from  the  colour  of  the  horse,  that  it 
was  their  friend  whom  they  had  left  behind,  they,  upon  his  ap. 
pearance,  waited  his  arrival.  "  How  now,  Jack,"  says  one  of 
them,  ,*c  what  made  you  engage  with  yon  fellow."  a  No,  gen- 
tlemen, you  are  mistaken  in  your  man  :  Thomas,  by  the  token 
of  your  horse  and  arms,  hath  sent  me  to  you  for  fhe  ransom 
of  his  life,  which  comes  to  no  less  than  the  price  of  the  day,  which, 
if  you  presently,  surrender,  you  may  go  about  your  business  ;  if 
not.  I  must  have  a  little  dispute  with  you  at  sword  and  pistol." 
At  which  one  of  them  let  fly  at  him,  but  missing  his  aim,  Nevi. 
son  lodged  his  bullet' in  the  right  shoulder  of  his  antagonist*  The 
other  robber  seeing  his  companion  wounded,  called  for  quarter. 
After  some  negotiation,  it  was  agreed  that  their  friend  should  be 
liberated,  upon  condition  of  their  delivering  their  cash,  which; 
amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  William  took 
his  leave  of  them,  returned  to  the  countrymen,  jteKvered  them 
£heir  forty  pounds,  and  released  the  prisoner,  according  to  agree- 
ment.  He,  at  the  same  time,  rallied  the  countrymen  upon  their 
cowardice,  in  so  tamely  surrendering  their  money, 
'•  In  all  his  exploits  William  was  tender  of  the  fair  sex,  and  boun- 
fiful  to  the  poor.  He  was  also  a  true  loyalist,  and  never  made  any 
contributions  upon  that  party.  He  one  day  fortunately  encoun- 
tered a  rich  usurer,  stopped  his  coach,  and  demanded  that  tie  would 

• 

deliver  the  money  which  he  had  extorted  from  poor  widows  and 

orphans.     The  pistol  presented  to  his  breast,  and  the  reproaches 

,   a-       • 

of  William,  filled  h|fr  guilty  mind  with  Inexpressible  terror,  and 
he  began  to  expostulate  for  his  life.  ■"  That  shall  be  granted," 
replied  Nevison,  upon  odwmton  of  your  surrendering  your  gold." 
He  reluctantly  drew  out  sixty  pieces  of  gold  ;  but  this  sum  being 
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inadequate  to  the  necessities  of  William)  he  constrained  the  usurer 
to  mount  upon  the  postillion's  horse,  and  allowed  the  coach  with 
three  ladies  in  it  to  proceed.  The  poor  Jew,  now  thinking  that 
the  hour  was  at  hand  when  he  would  be  bereft  of  life,  and  sepa- 
rated from  his  treasures,  experienced  all  the  violent  emotions  of 
terror,  chagrin,  and  despair.  William  compelled  him  to  draw  a; 
note  upon  sight  for  five  hundred  pounds  upon  a  scrivener  in  Lon- 
don. He  then  permitted  him  to  ride  after  his  friends  to  acquaint 
them  with  his  misfortunes  \  while  he  himself  rode  all  night,  that 
lie  might  have  the  money  drawn  before  advice  could  be  sent  t$ 
prevent  it. 

v  After  several  adventures  of  a  similar  nature,  William  one,  day 
Tobbed  a  rich  grazier  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  then 
resolved  to  retire.  Accordingly  he  returned  home,  and,  like  the 
prodigal  son,  was  joyfully  received  by  his  father,  who,  not  haying 
heard  of  him  during  seven  or  eight  years,  supposed  that  he  had 
been  dead.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  the  day  of  his 
death,  living  as  soberly  and  honestly  as  if  no  act  of  violence  had 
ever  stained  his  hands.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  however, 
he  returned  to  his  former  courses,  and  in  a  short  time,  his  name 
was  "a  terror  to  every  traveller  upon  the  road.  To  such  a  degree 
did  he  carry  his  plan,  thai  the  carriers  and  drovers  who  frequented 
that  road,  willingly  agreed  to  leave  certain  sums  at  such  places  as 
he  appointed,  to  prevent  them  being  stripped  of  their  all. 

Continuing  his  wicked  courses,  he  was  at.  last  apprehended, 
thrown  into  Leicester  jail,  put  in  irons,  andstrictly  guarded.  Out, 
in  spite  of  all  the  precautions  of  the  county,  he  effected  his.  escape. 
One  day,  two  or  three  of  his  tiusty  friends  visited  him  ;  one  of 
whom  being  a  physician,  he  gave  out  that  he  was  infected  with 
the  plague,  and  that,  unless  he  was  removed  to  a  larger  room, 
where  he  might  enjoy  free  air,  he  would  not  only  himself  perish, 
but  communicate  the  infection  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  jail* 
He  was  instantly  removed,  and  the  jailor's  wife  would  not  allow 
Tier  husband  to  go  farther  than  the*  door  of  his  room,  for  fear  of 
the  infection,  which  afforded  Nevison  and  his  friends  time  to  per. 
feet  their  scheme.  The  physician  came  twice  or  thrice  every  day 
to  see  him  ;  and  continued  to  declare  his  case  hopeless.  At  last 
a  painter  was  brought  in,  who  painted  all  his  body  with  spots,  si- 
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mtlar  to  those  that  appear  upon  a  person  infected  with  the  pesti- 
lence. In  a  few  days  after,  he  received  a  sleeping-draught,  and 
was  declared  to  be  dead.  The  inquest  who  sat  upon  his  body, 
were  afraid  to  approach  in  order  to  make  minute  inspection,  and 
thus  a  verdict  was  returned  that  he  had  died  of  the  plague.  His 
friends  demanding  his  body,  he  was  carried  out  of  prison  in  a  coffin* 

This  interview  with  a  coffin  only  rendered  him  more  callous  and 
daring  in  vice.  He,  with  redoubled  vigour,  renewed  his  depre- 
dations, and  meeting  his  carriers  and  drovers,  he  informed  thenn 
that  it  was  necessary  to  encrease  (their  rents,  to.  refund  his  ex^ 
peases  while  in  jail,  and  his  loss  of  time.  It  was  at  first  supposed, 
that  it  was  his  ghost,  who,  carried  on  the  same  pranks  that  {re  had 
done  in  his  life  time*  The  truth  of  this,  however,  came  to  be 
suspected,  and  the  jailor  offered  a  reward  of  tweqty  pounds  to  any 
person  who  would  restore  him  to  his  former  dwelling. 

Resolved  to  revisit  the  capital,  he  upon  his  journey  met  a  com- 
pany of  canting  beggars,  pilgrims,  and  idle  wanderers  throughfthe 
earth.  Continuing  in  their  company  for  some  time,  and  observ- 
ing the  merry  life  that  they  pursued,  he  took  an  opportunity  to 
propose  himself  as  a  candidate  for  admission  into  their  honour- 
able fraternity :  Their  leader  applauded  his  resolution,  and  ad- 
dressed him  in  these  words :  "  Do  not  we  come  into  the  world 
arrant  beggars,  without  a  rag  upon  us  ?  And  do  we  not  all  go 
out  of  the  world  like  beggars,  saving  only  an  old'  sheet  over  us  ? 
Shall  we  then  be  ashamed  to  walk  up  and  down  the  world 
like  beggars,  with  old  blankets  pinq'd  about  us  ?  No,-  no,  that 
would  be1  a  shame  to  us,  indeed:  Have  we  not  the  whole  king- 
dom to  walk  in  at  our  pleasure?  Are  we  afraid  of  the  ap. 
proach  of  quarter-day  ?  Do  we  walk  in  fear  of  sheriffs,  sergeants, 
and  catch. poles  ?  Who  ever  knew  an  arrant  beggar  arrested  for 
debt  ?  Is  not  our  meat  dressed  in  every  man's  kitchen  ?  Does  not 
every  man's  cellar  afford  us  beer  ?  And  the  best  men's  purses  keep 
a  penny  for  as  to  spend  ?"  Having  by  these  words,  as  he  thought, 
fully  fixed  him  in  love  with  begging,  he  then  acquainted  the  com. 
pany  with  Nevison's  desires,  in  consequence  of  which  tipy  were 
all  very  joyful,  being  as  glad  to  add  one  to  their  society,  as  a  Turk 
is  to  gain  a  proselyte  to  Mahomet.  The  first  question  they  asked 
him  was,  if  he  had  any  ioure  in  his  bung :  He  stared  on  them, 
pot  knowing  what  the;^  :>ant;  till  at  last,  one  informed  him  it 
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was  money  in  his  purse.  He  told  them  he  had  but  eighteen  pence, 
which  he  gave  them  freely.  This,  by  a  general  vote,  was  con. 
demned  to  be  spent  in  a  booze  for  his  initiation.  Then  they  com- 
manded him  to  kneel  down,  which  being  done,  one  of  the  chief  of 
them  took  a  gage  of  booze,  which  is  a  quart  of  drink,  and  poured 
the  same  on  his  head,  saying,  "I  do,  by  virtue  of  this  sovereign 
liquor,  install  thee  in  the  Roage^  and  make  thee  a  free  denizon  of 
our  ragged  regiment.  So  that  henceforth  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
thee  to  cant,  and  to  carry  a  doxy  or  mort  along  with  thee,  only 
observing  these  rules  :  First,  that  thou  art  not  to  wander  up  and 
down  all  countries,  but  to  keep  to  that  quarter  that  is  alio  ted  thee : 
And,  secondly,  thou  art  to  give  way  to  any  of  us  that  have  born 
all  the  offices  of  the  wallet  before ;  and,  upon  holding  up  a  finger, 
to  avoid  any  town  or  country  village,  where  thou  seest  we  are  fo- 
raging for  victuals  for  our  army  that  march  along  with  us.  Ob- 
serving these  two  rules,  we  take  thee  into  our  protection,  and 
adopt  thee  a  brother  of  our  numerous  society." 

Having  ended  his  oration,  Nevison  rose  up,  and  was  congratu- 
lated by  all  the  company's  hanging  about  him,  like  so  many  dogs 
about  a  bear,  and  making  such  a  hideous  noise,  that  the  chief, 
commanding  silence,  addressed  him  as  follows  :  "  Now  that  thou 
art  entered  into  our  fraternity,  thou  must  not  scruple  to  act  any 

villanies,  whether  it  be  to  cut  a  purse,   steal  a  cloak. bag  or  port- 

»  ■ 

manteau,  convey  all  manner  of  things,  whether  a  chicken,  suck, 
ing  pig,  duck,  goose,  hen,  or  steal  a  shirt  from  the  hedge  ;  for  he 
that  will  be  a  Quier  Cove,  (a  profest  rogue,)  must  observe  these 
rules.'  And  because  thou  art  but  a  novice  in  begging,  and  under- 
standest  not  the  mysteries  of  the  canting  language,  thou  shall  have 
a  doxy  to  be  thy  companion,  by  whom  thou  mayest  receive  instruc- 
tions.'* Arid  thereupon,  he  singled  him  out  a' girl  of  about  four- 
teen years  of  age,  which  tickled  his  fancy  very  much  ;  but  he  must 
presently  be  married  to  her  after  the  fashion  of  their  pair  too,  who 
amongst  beggars  is  their  priest.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
after  this  manner: 

They  took  a  hen,  and  having  cut  off  the  head  of  it,  laid  the  dead 
body  on  the  ground,  placing  him  on  the  one  side,  and  his  dozy  on 
the  other ;  this  being  done,  the  priest  standing  by,  with  a  loud 
voice,  bid  them  live  together  till  death  did  them  part ;  then  shaking 
hands,  and  kissing  each  other,  the  ceremony  of  the  wedding  was 
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over,  and  the  whole  group  appeared  intoxicated  with  joy*  Night 
approaching,  and  all  their  money  being  spent,  they  betook  jio  a 
barn  not  far  off,  where  they  broached  a  hogshead,  and  went  to 
sleep 

Nevison  having  met  with  this  odd  piece  of  diversion  in  his  jour. 
ney,  slipt  out  of  the  barn  when  all  were  asleep,  took  a  horse,  and 
posted  directly  away.  But,  coming  to  London,  he  found  there 
was  too  much  noise  about  him,  to  permit  him  to  tarry  there  ;  he 
therefore  returned  into  the  country,  and  fell  to  his  old  pranks 
again.  Several  who  had  been  formerly  robbed  by  him,  happening 
to  meet  him,  imagined  that  his  ghost  walked  abroad,  having  heard 
the  report  of  his  pestilential  death  in  Lincoln  jail.  In  short,  his 
crimes  became  so  notorious,  that  a  reward  was  offered  to  any  that 
would  apprehend  him  ;  this  made  many  way-lay  him,  especially 
two  brothers  named  Fletcher,  one  of  whom  Nevison  shooting  dead, 
he  got  off;  from  thence  going  into  a  little  village  about  thirteen 
miles  from  York,,  he  was  taken  by  Captain  Hardcastle,  and  sent 
to  York  jail,  where  in  a  week's  time  he  was  tried,  condemned, 
and  executed,  aged  forty-five. 


JACK    BIRD. 


'Jack  was  born  of  industrious  and  honest  parents,  and  received 
an  education  suitable  to  their  circumstances.  He  was  bound  an 
apprentice  to  a  baker,  served  three  years,  then  run  away  from  his 
master,  went  to  London,  and  enlisted  in  the  foot  guards.  While 
in  the  army,  be  served  at  the  memorable  seige  of  Maestricht, 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke,  of  Monmouth,  the  general  of 
the  English  forces  in  the  Low  Countries.  ■ 

His  natural  avarice  and  restless  disposition  excited  him  to  de. 
sert  his  colours,  and  flying  to  Amsterdam,  he  began  his  career  by 
stealing  a  piece  of  silk.  He  was  detected  in  the  act,  and  carried 
before  a  magistrate.  The  evidence  against  him  being  unques- 
tionable, he  was  committed  to  the  rasp*  house,  and  doomed  to  hard 
labour,  such  as  rasping  log.wood,  and  other  drudgeries,  during 
the  space  of  twelve  months*    Unaccustomed  t0  hard  labour,  Jack 


166  •      LIVES  OF  PIBAttS,   HIOHWAYBfEIT,    &C. 

dinted  under  the  sentence,  but  to  no  purpose,  as  his  task.mastef 
imputed  it  to  indolence.  To  cure  this  distemper,  he  chained  him 
to  tiie  bottom  of  a  cistern  by  one  foot,  and  several  cocks  at  once 
beginning  to  pour  in  their  streams  upon  him,  he  was  obliged  to 
pump  for  his  life.  The  cistern  was  much  higher  than  he  was,  so 
that  if  the  water  had  not  been  quickly  discharged,  he  would  have- 
been  drowned,  without  either  relief  or  pity.  This  discipline  be* 
ing  limited  to  the  space  of  one  hour,  Jack  Vanquished  the  various 
Hoods  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  him,  and  was  accordingly 
relieved.  The  experience,  however,  of  that  hour,  rendered  hi? 
labour  sweet  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Upon  the  expiry  of  that  period,  he  took  leave  of  a  country 
where  he  had  been  so  speedily  detected  and  so  severely  punished, 
and  returned  to  England  to  prosecute  his  adventures  upon  the 
highway.  Disdaining  the  mean  employment  of  a  footpad ^  he 
stole  a  horse,  provided  himself  with  six  good  pistols  and  a  broad 
aword  ;  and  in  the  dress  and  character  of  a  gentleman  Commen- 
ced his  campaign*  In  three  or  four  robberies  fortune  was  aus- 
picious, and  seemed  to  offer  a  plentiful  harvest  to  gratify  hi* 
avarice,  and  to  nourish  his  extravagance.  But,  similar  to  ma- 
ny others,  he  soon  experienced  her  fluctuating  dispositions.  On 
the  road  between  Grave  send  and  Chatham,  Bird  met  with  one 
Joseph  Pin  n is,  a  pilot  at  Dover,  who  had  been  at  London 
receiving  ten  or  twelve  pounds  for  conducting  a  Dutch  ship  np 
the  River.  He  had  lost  both  his  hands  in  an  engagement,  so  that 
when  Bird  accosted  him  in  the  common  language  of  his  profession, 
the  old  tar  replied, 4*  Yon  see,  Sir,  that  I  have  never  a  band,  so 
that  I  am  not  able  to  take  my  money  out  of  my  pocket  myself. 
Be  so  kind,  therefore,  as  to  take  the  trouble  of  searching  me," 
Jack  complied  with  his  reasonable  demand,  and  begad  to  examine 
the  contents  of  the  pilots  purse.  Meanwhile  the  furious  tar  sud- 
denly clasped  his  arms  about  Jack,  and  spurring  bis  own  horse, 
drew  our  adventurer  off  bis,  then  falling  directly  upon  him,  he 
kept  him  down,  beating  him  most  unmercifully  with  his  shod 
stumps.  During  the  scuffle,  some  passengers  approached,  and  en- 
quiring the  cause,  Pinnis  related  the  particulars,  and  requested 
them  to  supply  his  place,  and  give  the  ruffian  a  Bttle  more  of  th* 
same  oil  to  his  bones,  adding,  that  he  was  almost  out  of  breath 
with  what  he  had  done  already.    Informed  *f  the  whole  natfet; 
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the  passengers  apprehended  him,  carried  him  before  a  magistrate, 
who  committed  him  to  Maidstone  jail,  where  he  continued  until 
the  assizes,  and  then  was  tried  and  condemned. 

He,  however,  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  a  pardon,  and  af- 
terwards his  liberty.  The  affront  of  being  so  completely  buffeted 
by  a  man  without  hands,  made  such  an  impression  upon  Bird's 
mini],  that  he  resolved  to  abandon  an  employment  which  had  been 
so  dangerous  and  so  disgraceful  to  him.  But  the  want  of  an  occu- 
pation  by  which  to  supply  his  necessities,  again  compelled  him  to 
the  highway. 

The  first  that  he  encountered  was  a  Welsh  drover.  The  fellow, 
being  equal  in  strength  and  courage  to  the  Pilot,  began  to  lay 
about  him  with  a  large  quarter-staff.  Jack,  perceiving  the  bold, 
ness  of  the  Welchman,  fled  out  of  the  reach  of  his  staff,  and  said, 
<(  That  he  had  been  taken  once  by  a  villain  of  a  tar  without  hands, 
and  for  that  trick,  I  shall  no^  venture  my  carcase  within  the  reach 
'of  one  that  has  hands,  for  fear  of  something  wbrse."  Meanwhile 
he  pulled  out  a  pistol  and  shot  him  through  the  head.  In  examin- 
ing his  purse,  he  found  only  eighteen  pence.  Jack,  with  ironical 
indifference  ,observed,  "  This  is  a  price  worth  killing  a  man  for 
at  any  time,"  and  rode  off  without  the  least  remorse. 

At  another  time  Bird  met  with  poor  Robin  the  almanack 
writer  ;  and  as  he  exacted  contributions  from  the  poor,  when  the 
rich  were  not  at  hand,  so  the  poor  astrologer  was  demanded  to 
halt,  and  surrender.  As  this  was  the  first  time  that  Robin  had' 
heard  such  language,  and  had  received  no  intelligence  of  the  ar- 
rival of  Bird  from  the  stars,  he  stood  and  stared  as  if  he  had  been 
planet-struck.  Infprmed  that  Bird  was  in  real  earnest,  Robin 
plead  his  poverty.  "  That,"  said  Jack,  "**  is  a  common  thread- 
bare excuse,  and  will  not  save  your  bacon." — u  But,"  quoth  the 
star-gazer,  "  iny  name  is  poor  Robin,  I  am  the  author  of  thrbse 
almanacks  that  come  out  yearly  in  my  name,  and  I  have  canonized 
a  great  many  gentlemen  of  your  profession  ;'  look  in  my  kalendar 
'  for  their  naines,  and  let  this  be  my  protection."  But  ail  in  vain, 
Bird  ransacked  his  pockets,  and  from  thence  extracted  the  large 
sum  of  fifteen  shillings,  took  a  new  hat  from  bis  head,  and  re. 
quested  him,  as  now  he  had  given  rrini  cause,  to  canonfee  him  like- 
wise ;  which  Robin  engaged  to  do  as  soon  as  he  had  suffered  mar. 
tjtdam  at  Tyburn. 
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Emboldened  by  success,  Jack  procured  a  good  horse,  and  re. 
solved  to  perform  something  worthy  of  the  honour  that  awaited 
him  ;   fortune   soon  presented  a  favourable   opportunity.     The 

Earl  of and  his  chaplain  were  riding  along  in  a  coach,  at. 

tended  by  two  servants.  Bird  advanced,   "  Stand,  and  deliver/' 
was  his  laconic  address.     His  Lordship  informed  him,  that  he  was 
very  little  anxious  about  the  small  sum  he  had  upon  him:  "  But 
then,"  said  he,  "  I  hope  that  you  will  fight  for  it."     Jack  then 
pulled  out  a  brace  of  pistols,  and  let  fly  a  volley  of  imprecations. 
u  Don't  put  yourself  into  any  passion,  friend,"  said  the  Earl,  "  but 
lay  down  your  pistols,  and  I  will  beat  you  fairly  for  all  the  money 
that  I  have,  against  nothing."  "  That's  an  honourable  challenge, 
my  lord,"  quoth  Jack,  "  provided  that  none  of  your  servants  be 
near  us."     His  Lordship  then  commanded  them  to  keep  at  a  dis- 
tance. .   The  chaplain,  however,  could  not  endure  the  thought  of 
the  Earl  fighting,  while  he  was  an  idle  spectator,  and  requested 
the  honour  of  espousing  his  master's  cause.     Matters  were  ar- 
ranged, the  Divine  in  a  minute  went  to  blows  with  Jack  ;  but 
the  latter,  who  once  had  the  misfortune  to  be  deprived  of  his 
liberty,  and  exposed  to  the  danger  of  his  neck,  by  an  old  tar 
without  hands,  was  now  determined  to  retrieve  his  lost  honour: 
and,  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  beat  him  in  such  a  manner 
.that  he  had  only  breath  remaining,  to  utter  these  words  :  "  I'll 
fight  no  more."     Emboldened  by  victory,  Jack  said  to  his  Lord- 
ship, "  That  now,  if  he  pleased,  he  would  take  a  turn  with  him/' 
"  By  no  means,"  quoth  the  Earl,  "  for  if  you  beat  my  cbaplaja, 
you  will  beat  me,  he  and  I  having  tried  our  manhood  before." 
-Then  giving  our  hero  a  reward  of,  twenty  guineas,  he  rode  off 
with  his  vanquished  chaplain,  and  well  pleased  that  his  own  bide 
was  safe. 

While  Jack  resided  in  town,  the  charms  of  a  young  woman, 
a  servant  to  a  dyer,  proved  too  dazzling  for  his  eye-sight,  and 
he  was  constrained  to  protect  them  with  the  veil  of  matrimony. 
The  generous  attentions  of  this  female  servant  to  her  master  the 
dyer  had;  heen  productive  of  serious  misfortune  to  her,  and  of  se- 
vere jftkes  at4he  expense  of  her  master.  She  was  accustomed  to  sit 
up  at  night*  waiting  the  return  of  the  dyer,  who  was  not  unmind- 
ful of  her  kindness,  in  depriving  herself  of  rest  on  his  account* 
But,  as  wives  in  general  will  not  permit  their  husbands  to  smile1' 
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upon  any  other  spot  except  their  own  fire-side,  so  his  wife  be. 
came  jealons  of  the  dyer.  Determined  to  enjoy  every  smile  her. 
self,  and  to  merit  every  grateful  attention  from  her  husband,  she, 
one  night  that  he  was  abroad,  expressly  ordered  the  servant  to 
bed,  and  resolved  to  wait  his  return  herself.  He  accordingly  ar- 
rived about  twelve  or  one  in  the  morning,  the  door  was  opened  in 
the  dark,  and  he  returned  his  usual  tokens'  of  gratitude  to  the  ser- 
vant along  with  half  a  crown.  Then,  having  bolted  the  street-door, 
he  retired  to  his  bed  chamber,  arid,  unconscious  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, enjoyed  a  sftund  repose. 

Next  morning,  however,  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  ob- 
serve the  maid-servant  packing  tip  her  clothes,  and  preparing  to 
leave  his  house.  His  surprise  was  still  farther  increased,  when  his 
wife  paid  her  the  wages  dde,  and  ordered  her  off.  Perceiving 
matters  carried  to  this  extremity,  he  took  courage,  and  enquired 
the  cause  of  all  this  sudden  movement,  and  reminded  his  wife  of 
the  impropriety  of  dismissing  the  girl  without  a  sufficient  reason. 
She  contented  herself  by  replying,  that  "  she  was  a  saucy  baggage, 
and  should  go."  Accordingly,  when  she  was  ready  to  depart,  she 
Came  into  the  parlour,  and  took  her  leave  of  her  master  and  mis- 
tress :  "  Hold  !  hold  !"  exclaimed  the  mistress,  "  here  is  half  a 
crown  that  I  gained  for  you  last  night !"  The  dyer's  cheeks  were 
dyed  with  red,  his  folly  detected,  and  he  Was  exposed  to  the  scan- 
dal of  all  tjie  wives  and  husbands  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Continuing  his  wicked  course  after  marriage,  Bird  one  day,  in 
company  with  a  woman  of  easy  virtue,  knocked  down  and  robbed 
a  man  between  Drury  Lane  and  the  Strand.  Bird  escaped,  but 
the  woman  was  seized  and  committed  to  Newgate.  He  went  to 
visit  her  in  prison,  with  the  hope  of  accommodating  matters  with 
the  prosecutor,  but  was  seized  upon  suspicion  of  being  an  accom- 
plice, and  tried  for  that  crime.  Upon  his  trial  he  confessed  the 
fact ;  the  woman  was  liberated,  and  he  suffered  the  just  punish* 
ment  of  his  deeds. 
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CAPTAIN    AVERY. 

During  his  own  time,  the  adventures  of  Captain  Avery  were  the 
subject  of  general  conversation  in  Europe,  •  It  was  reported  that 
he  had  married  the  Great  Mogul's  daughter,  who  was  taken  in  an 
Indian  ship  that  fell  into  his  hands,  and  that  he  was  about  to  be  the 
founder  of  a  new  monarchy.  That  he  gave  commissions  in  his 
Own  name  to  the  captains  of  his  ships,  and  the  commanders  of  his 
forces,  and  was  acknowledged  by  them  as  their  Prince.  In  con* 
sequence  of  these  reports,  it  was  at  one  time  resolved  to  fit  out  a 
strong  squadron  to  go  and  take  him  and  his  men  ;  and  at  another 
time  it  was  proposed  to  invite  him  home  with  all  his  riches,  by  the. 
offer  of  his  Majesty's  pardon.  These  reports,  however,  were  soon 
discovered  to  be  groundless,  and  he  was  actually  starving  without 
a  shilling,  while  he  was  represented  as  in  the  possession  of  mil- 
lions. Not  to  exhaust  the  patience,  nor  lessen  the  curiosity,  of 
the  reader,  the  facts  in  this  man's  life  shall  be  briefly  related* 

He  was  a  native  of  Devonshire,  and  at  an  early  period  sent  to 
sea :  Advanced  to  the  station  of  a  mate  in  a  merchant- man,  he  per- 
formed several. voyages.  It  happened,  previous  to  the  peace  of 
Pyswick,  when  there  existed  an  alliance  between  Spain,  England, 
Holland,  and  other  powers,  against  France,  that  the  French  in 
Martinico  carried  on  a  smuggling  trade  with  the  Spaniards  on  the 
Continent  of  Peru.  To  prevent  their  intrusion  into  the  Spanish 
dominions,  a  few  vessels  were  commanded  to  cruize  upon  that  coast, 
but  the  French  ships  were  too  strong  for  them  ;  therefore  the  Spa- 
niards came  to  the  resolution  of  hiring  some  foreigners  to  act  against 
them  Accordingly,  some  merchants  of  Bristol  fitted  out  two 
ships  of  thirty  guns,  well  manned,  and  provided  with  every  neces- 
sary ;  and  commanded  them  to  sail  for  Coxunna  to  receive  their 
orders. 

Captain  Gibson  commanded  one  of  these  ships,  and  Avery  was 
his  mate.  He  was  a  fellow  of  more  cunning  than  courage,  and  in* 
sinuating  himself,  into  the  confidence  of  some  of  the  boldest  men 
in  the  ship,  he  represented  the  immense  riches  which  were  to  be 
acquired  upon  the  Spanish  coast,  and  proposed  to  run 'off  with 
the  ship.  The  proposal  was  scarcely  made  when  it  was  agreed  up- 
on, and  put  in  execution  at  ten  o'clock  the  following  evening* 
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Captain  Gibson  was  one  of  those  who  mightily  love  their  bottle,  and  ' 
spent  much  of  his  time  on  shore.  But  he  remained  op  board  that  night, 
which  did  not,  however,  frustrate  their  design,  because  he  had  taken  - 
Jus  naval  dose,  and  so  went  to  bed.     The  men  who  were  not  in  the 
Confederacy  went  also  to  bed,  leaving  none  upon  deck  but  the  con- 
spirators. At  the  time  agreed  upon,  the  long  boat  of  the  other  ship 
came,  which  Avery  bailing  in  the  usual  manner,  he  was  answered 
by  the  men  in  her,  ". Is  your  drunken  boatswain  on  board?" 
Which  was  the  watchword  agreed  between  them.     Avery  replying 
in  the  affirmative,  the  boat  came  on  board  with  sixteen  stout  fel- 
lows,  who  joined  in  the  adventure.     They  next  secured  the  hat-  * 
-ches,   then  softly  weighed  anchor,  and  immediately  put  to  sea 
without  bujstle  or  noise*    There  were  several  vessels  in  the  bay, 
;  and  a  Dutchman  of  forty  guns,  the  captain  of  which  was  offered  a 
^considerable  reward  to  go  in  pursuit  of  Avery,  but  he  declined. 
When  the  captain  awoke,  be  rung  his  bell,  and  Avery  and  ano-    / 
.titer  conspirator,  going  into  the  cabin,  found  him  yet  half  asleep* 
He  enquired,  saying,  "  What  is  the  matter  with  the  ship,— -does 
she  drive  ?  what  weather  is  it  ?"     Supposing  that  it  had  been  a 
storm,   and  that  the  ship  was  driven  from  her  anchors.     "  No, 
xto,"  answered  Avery,   u  We're  at  sea,  with  a  fair  wind  and 
good  weather"    "At  sea!"  says  the  captain,  "  How  can  that 
be  V7     ci  Come,"  says  Avery,  "  don'j  be  in,  a  fright,  but  put  on 
your  clothes,  and  I'll  let  you  into  a  secret.     You  must  know  that 
I  am  captain  of  this  ship  now,  and  this  is  my  cabin,  therefore  you 
must  walk  out ;  I  am  bound  to  Madagascar,  with  a  design  of  malu 
-ing  my  own  fortune,  and  that  of  all  the  brave  felloWs  joined  with 

.toe.''  , 

The  Captain  having  a  little  recovered  his  senses,  began  to 
.Understand  the  meaning.     However,  his  fright  was  as  great  as  be- 
fore,  which  Avery  perceiving,  desired  him  to  fear  nothing; 

•  "  fof,"  says  he,  "  if  you  have  a  mind  to  make  one  of  us,  we  will 

•  receive  you ;  and  if  you  turn  sober,  and  attend  to  business,  per*, 
haps  in  time  I  may  make  you  one  of  my  lieutenants;  if  not, 
here's  a  boat,  and  you  shall  be  set  on  shore."  He  accepted  of  the 

.  last  proposal  j  and  the  whole  crew'  being  called  up  to  know  who 

.  was  Willing  to  go  on  shore  with  the  Captain,  there  were  only 

about  five  or  six  who  chose  to  accompany  him. 

They  proceeded  on  their  voyage  to  Madagascar,  and  it  does  not 
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appear  that  they  captured  any  vessels  upon  their  way.  When  ar- 
rived at  the  north-east  part  of  that  island,  they  found  two  sloopi 
at  anchor,  who,  upon  seeing  them,,  slipt  their  cables,  run  them- 
selves ashore,  while  the  men  all  landed,  and  concealed  themselves 

■ 

in  the  woods.  These  were  two  sloops  which  the  men  had  run  off 
with  from  the  West  Indies,  and  seeing  Avery's  ship,  .supposed 
that  he  had  been  sent  out  after  them.  Suspecting  who  they  were, 
he  sent  some  of  his  men  on  shore  to  inform  them  that  they  were 
friends,  and  to  propose  a  union  for  their  common  safety.  The 
sloops'  men  were  well  armed,  had  posted  themselves  in  a  wood, 
and  placed  centinels  to  observe  whether  the  ships  landed  her  men 
to  pursue  them.  The  centinels  only  observing  two  or  three  men 
coming  towards  them  unarmed,  they  did  not  oppose  them.  Upon 
being  informed  that  they  were  friends,  the  centinels  conveyed 
them  to  the  main  body,  where  they  delivered  their  message. 
■They  were  at  first  afraid  that  it  was  a  stratagem  to  entrap  them, 
but  when  the  messengers  assured  them  that  their  Captain  had  also 
run  away  with  his  ship,  and  that  a  few  of  their  men  along  with 
him  would  meet  them  unarmed,  to  consult  matters  for  their  com- 
mon advantage,  confidence  was  established.  They  were  mutually 
well  pleased,  as  it  added  to  their  strength. 

.Having  consulted  what  was  most  proper  to  be  attempted,  they 
endeavoured  to  get  of  the  sloops,  and  hastened  to  prepare  all 
things,  in  order  to  sail  for  the,  Arabian  coast.  Near  the  river  In- 
dus, the  man  at  the  mast  head  spied  a  sail,  upon  which  they  gave 
chace  ;  as  they  came  nearer  to  her,  they  discovered  that  she  was  a 
tall  vessel,  and  might  turn  out  to  be  an  East  Indiaman,  She  how- 
ever proved  a  better  price  ;  for,  when  they  fired  at  her,  she  hoist- 
ed Mogul's  colours,  and  seemed  to  stand  upon  her  defence.  Avery 
only  cannonaded  at  a  distance,  when  some  of  his  men  began  to  sus- 
pect, that  he  was  not  the  hero  that  they  supposed.  The  sloops, 
however,  attacked  the  one  on  the  bow,  and  another  Upon  the 
quarter  of  the  ship,  and  so  boarded  her.  She  then  struck  her 
colours.  She  was  one  of  the  great  Mogul's  own  ships,  and  there 
were  in  her  several  of  the  greatest  persons  in  his  court,  among 
whom,  it  was  said,  was  one  of  his  daughters  going  upon  a  pilgri- 
mage to  Mecca ;  and  they  were  carrying  with  them  rich  offerings 
to  present  at  the  shrine  of  Mahomet.  It  is  a  well  known  fact, 
that  the  people  of  the  east  travel  with  great  magnificence,  sathat 
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tjiese  had  along  with  them  all  their  slaves  and  attendants,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  vessels  of  gold  and  silver,   and  immense  sums  of 
money  to  defray  their  expences  by  land  ;  therefore,  the  spoil  which 
-they  received  from  that  ship,  was  almost  incalculable. 

They  took  the  treasure  on  board  their  own  ships,  and  plunder. 
ed  their  prize  of  every  thing  valuable,  and  then  allowed  her  to  de- 
part. As  soon  as  the  Mogul  received  this  intelligence,  he  threat. 
ened  to  send  a  mighty  army  to  extirpate  the  English  from  all  their 
settlements  upon  the  Indian  coast.  The  East  India  Company 
were  greatly  alarmed,  but  they  found  means  to  calm  his  resent, 
ment,  by  promising  to  search  for  the  robbers,  and  deliver  them  in- 
to  his  hands.  The  noise  which  this  made  over  all  Europe,  gave 
l?irth  to  the  rumours  that  were  circulated  concerning  Avery's 
greatness,  '» 

In  the  meantime  our  adventurers  made  the  best  of  their  way 
back  to  Madagascar,  intending  to  make  that  place  the  deposit  of 
all  their  treasure,  to  build  a  small  fort,  and  to  keep  always  a  few 
men  there  for  its  protection.  Avery,  however,  disconcerted  this 
plan,  and  rendered  it  altogether  unnecessary. 
.  While  steering  their  course,  Avery  sent  a  boat  to  each  of  the 
sloops,  requesting  that  the  chiefs  would  eome  on  board  his  ship  to 
hold  a  conference.  They  obeyed,  and  being  assembled,  he  sug- 
gested to  them  the  necessity  of  securing  the  property  which  they 
had  acquired,  in  some  safe  place  on  shore,  and  observed,  that  the 
chief  difficulty  was  to  get  it  safe  on  shore  ;  adding,  that  if  any  of 
the  sloops  should  be  attacked  alone,  they  would  not  be  able  to 
make  any  great  resistance,  and  thus  she  must  either  be  sank  or 
taken  with  all  the  property  on  board.  That,  for  his  part,  his 
vessel  was  so  strong,  so  well  manned,  and  such  a  swift-sailing  ves- 
sel, that  he  did  not  think  that  it  was  possible  for  any  other  ship 

,  to  take  or  overcome  her.  Accordingly,  he  proposed  that  all  their 
treasure  should  be  sealed  up  in  three  chests  ; — that  each  of  the 
captains  should  have  keys, '  and  that  they  should  not  be  opened 
until  all  were  present ; — that  the  chests  should  be  then  put  on 
board  his  ship,  and  afterwards  lodged  in  some  safe  place  upon  land. 
This  proposal  seemed  so  reasonable,  and  so  much  for  the  com- 
mon good,  that.it  was  accordingly  agreed  to,  .and  all  the  treasure 
deposited  in  three  chests,  and  carried  to  Avery's  ship.     The 

-  weather  being  favourable,  they  remained  all  three  in  company 
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daring  that  and  the  npxt  day ;  meanwhile  Avery  tampering  with  hi* 
men,  suggested,  that  now  they  had  on  board  what  was  sufficient 
to  make  them  all  happy  ;  "and  what,"  added  he,  "  should  hin- 
der us  from  going  to  some  country  where  we  are  not  known,  and 
living  on  shore  all  the  rest  of  our  days  in  plenty  ?"  They  soon 
understood  his  hint,  and  all  readily  consented  to  deceive  the  mem 
of  the  sloops,  and  fly  with  all  the  booty  ;  this  they  effected  during 
the  darkness  of  the  following  night.  The  reader  may  easily  con- 
jecture what  were  the  feelings  and  indignation  of  the  other  two 
crews  in  the  morning,  when  they  discovered  that  Avery  had  made 
off  with  all  their  property. 

Avery  and  (lis  men  hastened  towards  America,  and  being 
strangers  in  that  country,  they  agreed  to  divide  their  booty,  to 
change  their  names,  and  separately  to  take  up  their  residence, 
and  live  in  affluence  and  honour.  The  first  land  they  approached 
was  at  the  island  of  Providence,  then  newly  settled  :  It  however 
occurred  to  them,  that  the  largeness  of  their  vessel,  ami  the  re- 
port that  one  had  been  run  off  with  from  the  Groine  might  create  - 
suspicion ;  therefore  they  resolved  to  dispose  of  their  vessel  at 
Providence.  Upon  this  resolution,  Avery,  pretending  that  his 
vessel  had  been  equipped  for  privateering,  and  having  been  un- 
successful, he  had  orders  from  the  owners  to  dispose  of  her  to  the 
best  advantage, — he  soon  found  a  merchant.  Having  thus  sold  his 
own  ship,  he  immediately  purchased  a  small  sloop. 

In  this  he  and  his  companions  embarked,  and  landed  at  several 
places  in  America,  where,  none  suspecting  them,  they  dispersed 
and  settled  in  the  country,  Avery,  however,  had  been  careful  to 
conceal  the  greater  part  of  the  jewels  and  other  valuable  articles, 
so  that  his  riches  were  immense.  Arriving  at  Boston,  he  was  al- 
most resolved  to  settle  there,  but  as  the  greater  part  of  his  wealth 
consisted  of  diamonds,  he  was  apprehensive  that  he  could  not  dis- 
pose of  them  at  that  place,  without  being  taken  up  as  a  pirate. 
Upon  reflection,  therefore,  he  resolved  to  sail  for  Ireland,  and  ini 
a  short  time  arrived  in  the  northern  part  of  that  kingdom,  and  his 
men  dispersed  into  different  places.  Some  of  them  obtained  the 
pardon  of  King  William,  and  settled  in 'that  country. 

The  wealth  of  Avery,  however,  now  proved  of  small  service, 
and  occasioned  him  great  uneasiness*  He  could  not  offer  his 
diamonds  for  sale  in  that  country  without  being  suspected :  Con- 
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sidering,  therefore,  what  was  best  to  be  done,  he  thought  there 
might  be  some  person  at  Bristol  he  could  venture  to  trust.  tJpoii 
this  he  resolved,  and  going  into  Devonshire,  sent  to  one  of  his 
friends  to  meet  him  at  a  town -called  Biddiford.  When  he  had  un- 
bosomed himself  to  him  and  other  pretended  friends,  they  agreed 
that  the  safest  plan  would  be  to  put  his  effects  into  the  hands  of  some 
wealthy  merchants,  and  no  enquiry  would  fye  made  how  they  came 
by  them.  One  of  these  friends  told  him,  he  was  acquainted  with 
some  who  were  very  fit  for  the  purpose,  and  if  he  would  allow 
them  a  handsome  commission,  they  would  do  the  business  faith* 
fully.  Avery  liked  the  proposal,  particularly  as  he  could  think  of 
no  other  way  of  managing  this  matter,  since  he  could  'hot  appear  td 
act  for  himself.  Accordingly  the  merchants  paid  Ayery  a  visit  at 
Biddiford,  where,  after  strong  protestations  of  honour  and  inte* 
grity,  he  delivered  them  his  effects,  consisting  of  diamonds,  and 
some  vessels  of  gold.  After  giving  him  a  little  money  for  his  pre- 
sent subsistence,  they  departed. 

He  changed  his  name,  and  lived  very  quietly  at  Biddiford, 
therefore  there  was  no  notice  taken  of  him.  In  a  short  time  his 
tnoney  was  all  spent,  yet  he  heard  no  word  from  his  merchants  } 
lie  wrote  them  repeatedly  ;— at  last  they  sent  him  a  small  supply, 
but  it  was  not  sufficient  to  pay  his  debts.  Jn  short,  the  remit* 
tances  they  sent  him  were  so  trifling,  that  he  could  with  difficulty 
exist.  He  therefore  determined  to  go  privately  to  Bristol,  and 
have  an  interview  with  the  merchants  himself, — where,  instead  of 
money,  he  met  with  a  mortifying  repulse  ;  for,  when  he  flesired 
them  to  come  to  an  account  with  him,  they  silenced  him,  by  threat* 
ening  to  disclose  his  character ;  the  merchants  thus  proving 
themselves  as  good  pirates  at  land  as  he  was  at  sea. 

Whether  he  was  frightened  by  these  menaces,  or  had  seen  some 
other  person  who  recognized  him,  is  not  known  ;  however,  he  went 
immediately  to  Ireland,  and  frdm  thence  solicited  his  merchants 
very  hard  for  a  supply,  but  to  no  purpose  ;  so  that  he  was  reduced 
to  beggary.  In  this  extremity  he  was  determined  to  return. 
Cast  himself  upon  the  mercy  of  these  honest  Bristol  merchants,  let 
the  consequence  be  what  it  would.  He  went  on  board  a  trading 
vessel,  and  worked  his  passage  over  to  Plymouth,  from  whence  he 
travelled  on  foot  to  Biddiford.    He  had  been  there  but  a  few 
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days,  when  he  fell  sick  and  died  ;  not  being  worth  so  much  w 
pould  buy  him  a  coffin • 

We  shall  now  turn  back  and  give  our  readers  some  account  of 
what  became  of  the  other  two  sloops.  Flattering  themselves  that 
Avery  bad  outsailed  them  daring  the  night,  they  held  on  their 
course  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  ;  but,  arrived  there,  to  their  sad 
disappointment  no  ship  appeared.  It  was  now  necessary  for  them 
to  consult  what  was  most  proper  to  do  in  their  desperate  circum- 
stances. Their  provisions  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  though  both 
fish  and  fowl  were  to  be  found  on  shore,  yet  they  were  destitute  of 
salt  to  cure  them.  As  they  could  not  subsist  at  sea  without  salt 
provisions,  they  resolved  to  form  an  establishment  upon  land. 
'  Accordingly,  making  tents  of  the  sails,  and  using  the  other  mate- 
rials of  the  sloops  for  what  purposes  they  could  serve,  they  en- 
camped upon  the  shore.  It  was  also  a  fortunate  circumstance, 
that  they  had  plenty  of  ammunition  and  small  arms.  Here  they 
met  with  some  of  their  countrymen,  and  as  the  digression  is  short, 
we  will  inform  our  readers  how  they  came  to  inhabit  this  place. 

Captain  George  Dew,  and  Thomas  Ten,  had  received  comT 
mission,  from    the  governor  of  Bermudas  to  sail  for   the  river 
Gambia  in  Africa,  that,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Royal  Afri- 
can   Company,  they  might  seize  the    French  Factory  situated 
upon  that  coast.     Dew,  in   a  violent  storm,  not  only  sprung  a 
mast,  but  lost  sight  of  his  companion.     Upon  this  be  returned  to 
refit.     Instead  of  proceeding  in  his  voyage,  Tew  made  towards 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  doubled  that  cape,  and  sailed  for  the 
Straits  of  Babel.  Mao  del.     There  he  met  with  a  large  ship  richly 
laden  coming  from  the  Indies,  and  bound  for  Arabia.     Though 
she  had  on  board  three  hundred  soldiers,  besides  seamen,  yet 
Tew  had  the  courage  to  attack  her,  and  soon  made  her  his  prize, 
ted,  that  by  this  one  prize  every  man  shared  near  three 
iqunds.     Informed  by  the  prisoners  that  five  other  ships 
.55  that  way,  Tew  would  have  attacked  them  ;  but  was 
by  the  remonstrances  of  his  quarter- roaster  and  others, 
enceof  opinion  terminated  in  a  resolution  to  abandon 
id  to  settle  on  some  convenient  spot  on  shore  ;  and  the 
Madagascar  was  chosen.     Tew,  however,  and  a  fe<T 
a  short  time  went  for  Bhode-Islaud,  and  obtained  a 
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•The  natives  of  Madagascar  are  negroes,  but  differ  from  those 
of  Guinea  in  the  length  of  their  hair,  and  in  the  blackness  of  their 
complexion.  They  are  divided  into  small  nations,  each  governed 
by  its  own  prince,  who  carry  on  a  continual  war  upon  each  other. 
The  prisoners  taken  in  war  are  either  rendered  slaves  to  the  con., 
querors,  sold,  or  slain,  according  to  pleasure.  When  the  pirates 
first  settled  among  them,  their  alliance  was  much  courted  by  these 
princes,  and  those  whom  they  joined  were  aiways  successful  in 
their  wars,  the  natives  being  ignorant  of  the  use  of  fire  arms. 
Such  terror  did  they  carry  along  with  them,  that  the  very  appear. 
ance  of  a  few  pirates  in  an  army  would  have  put  the  opposite 
army  to  flight. 

By  these  means  they  in  a  little  time  became  very  formidable, 
and  the  prisoners  which  they  took  in  war  they  employed  jn  culti- 
vating the  ground,  and  the  most  beautiful  of  the  women  they  mar- 
lied  $  nor  were  they  contented  with  one,  but  married  as  many  as 
they  could  conveniently  maintain.  The  natural  result  was,  that 
they  separated,  each  choosing  a  convenient  place  for  himself, 
where  he  lived  in  a  princely  style,  surrounded  by  his  wives, 
slaves,  and  dependants.  Nor  was  it  long  before  jarring  interests 
excited  them  also  to  draw  the  sword  against  each  other,  and  they 
appeared  at  the  head  of  their  respective  forces  in  the  field  of  bat. 
tie.     In  these  civil  wars  their  number  and  strength  were  greatly 

lessened}* 

The  servant,  exalted  to  the  condition  of  a  master,  generally  be. 
comes  a  tyrant.  These  pirates,  unexpectedly  elevated  to  the  dig. 
nity  of  petty  princes,  used  their  power  with  the  most  wanton 
barbarity.  The  punishment  of  the  very  least  offence,  was  to  be 
tied  to  a  tree,  and  instantly  shot  through  the  head.  The  negroes, 
at  length  exasperated  by  continued  oppression,  formed  the  deter, 
urination  of  extirpating  them  in  one  night ;  nor  was  it  a  difficult 
matter  to  accomplish  this,  since  they  were  now  so  much  divided 
both  in  affection  and  residence..  Fortunately,  however,  for  them, 
a  negro  woman,  who  was  partial  to  them,  run  twenty  miles  in 
three  hours,  and  warning  them  of  their  danger,  they  were  united 
and  in  arms  to  oppose  the  negroes  before  the  latter  had  assembled. 
This  narrow  escape  made  them  more  cautious,  and  induced  them 
to  adopt  the  following  system  of  policy  : 

Convinced  that  fear  was  not  a.  sufficient  protection,  and  that  the 
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bravest  man  might  be  myrdered  by  a  coward  in  his  bed,  they  la^ 
fcoured  to  foment  wars  among  the  negro  princes,  while  they  them- 
selves declined  to  aid  either  party.  It  naturally  followed,  that 
those  who  were  vanquished  fled  to  them  for  protection,  and  in- 
creased their  strength.  When  there  was  no  war,  they  fomented 
private  discords,  and  encouraged  them  to  wreck  their  vengeance 
against  each  other ;  nay,  even  taught  them  how  to  surprise  their 
opponents,  and  furnished  them  with  fire  arms,  with  which  to  dis« 
patch  them  more  effectually  and  more  expeditiously.  The  conse- 
quences were,  that  the  murderer  was  constrained  to  fly  to  them 
for  protection,  with  his  wiVes,  children,  and  Jundred.  These, 
from  interest,  became  true  friends,  as  their  own  safety  depended 
upon  the  lives  of  their  protectors.  By  this  time  the  pirates  were 
so  formidable,  that  none  pf  the  negro  princes  durst  attack  them 
in  open  war. 

Pursuing  this  system  of  policy,  in  a  short  time  each  chief  had 
his  party  greatly  increased,  and  they  divided  like  so  many  tribes, 
in  order  to  find  ground  to  cultivate,  and  proper  places  chosen  to 
build  places  of  residence  and  of  defence.  The  fears  that  agitated 
them  were  also  obvious  in  their  general  policy,  for  they  Tied  with 
each  other  in  constructing  places  for  their  defence,  and  using 
every  precaution  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  sudden  danger, 
either  from  the  negroes,,  or  from  one  another. 

A  descriptiou  of  one  of  these  dwellings,  will  both  shew  the  fears 
that  agitated  these  tyrants,  and  prove  entertaining  to  the  reader. 
They  selected  a  spot  overgrown  with  wood  near  a  river,  raised  a 
rampart  or  ditch  round  it,  so  streight  and  steep  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  climb  it,  more  particularly  by  those  who*had  no  scaling- 
ladders.  Over  that  ditch  there  was  one  passage  into  the  wood  ;  the 
dwelling,  which  was  a  hut,  was  built  in  that  part  of  the  wood  which 
the  prince  thought  most  secure,  but  so  covered,  that  it  could  not 
be  discovered  until  you  came  near  it.  But  the  greatest  ingenuity 
was  displayed  in  the  construction  of  the  passage  that  led  to  the 
hut,  which  was  so  narrow,  that  no  more  than  one  person  could  g6 
a-breast,  and  contrived  in  so  intricate  a  manner,  that  it  was  a  per- 
fect labyrinth.  The  waj  going  round  and  round,  with  several 
small  cross  ways,  so  that  a  person  unacquainted  with  it,  mightwalk 
several  hours  without  finding  the  hut.  Along  the  sides  of  these 
paths,  certain  large  thorns,  which  grew  on  a  tree  in  that  country, 
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jrere  stuck  into  the  ground  with  their  points  outwards  ;  and  the 
path  itself  being  serpentine,  as  before  mentioned,  if  a  man  should 
'  attempt  to  approach  the  hut  at  night,  he  would  certainly  hare  struck 
upon  these  thorns. 

Thus  like  tyrants  they  lived,  dreading,  and  dreaded  by  all,  and 
in  this  state  they  were  found  by  Captain  Woods  Rodger $,  when 
he  went  to  Madagascar  in  the  Delicia,  a  ship  ot  forty  guns,  with 
the  design  of  purchasing  slaves.  He  touched  upon  a  part  of 
the  island  where  no  ship  had  been  seen  for  seven  or  eight  years 
before,  where  he  met  with  some  pirates  who  had  been  upon  the 
island  above  twenty-five  years.  There  were  only  eleven  of*  the 
original  stock  then  alive,  surrounded  with  a  numerous  offspring  of 
children  and  grand-children. 

They  were  struck  with  terror  upon  the  sight  of  the  vessel,  sup. 
posing  that  it  was  a  man-of-war  sent  out  to  apprehend  them; 
they,  therefore,  retired  to  their  secret  habitations.  But  when  they 
found  some  of  the  ship's  crew  on  shore,  without  any  signs  of  hos- 
tility, and  proposing  to  treat  with  them  for  slaves,'  they  ventured 
to  come  out  of  their  dwellings  attended  like  princes.  Having  been 
00  long. upon  the  island,  their  cloaks  were  so  much  worn,  that 
their  majesties  were  extremely  out  at  /elbows.  It  cannot  be  said 
that  they  were  ragged,  but  they  had  nothing  to  cover  them  but 
the  skins  of  beasts  in  their  natural  state,  not  even  a  shoe  or  stock- 
ing ;  so  that  they  resembled  the  pictures  of  Hercules  in  the«Jion's 
skin  ;  and  being  overgrown  with  beard,  and  hair  upon  their  bo* 
dies,  they  appeared  the  most  savage  figures  that  the  human  ima. 
gination  could  well  conceive. 

The  slaves  that  they  had  in  their  possession,  soon  provided  them 
with  more  suitable  clothes,  and  all  other  necessaries,  which  they  re- 
ceived in  exchange.  Meanwhile*  they  became  very  familiar,  went  „ 
frequently  on  board,  and  were  very  eager  in  examining  the  inside 
of  the  ship}  talking  very  familiarly  with  the  men,  and  inviting 
them  on  shore.  Their  design  was  to  surprise  the  ship  during  the 
night.  They  had  a  sufficient  number  of  men  and  boats  to  effect 
their  purpose  $  but  the  Captain  suspecting  them,  kept  so  strong  a 
watch  upon  deck,  that  they  found  it  in  vain  to  hazard  an  attempt. 
When  some  of  the  men  went  on  shore,  they  entered  into  a  plan  to 
seize  the  ship,  but  the  Captain  observing  their  familiarity,  he  pre- 
vented any  one  of  his  men  from  speaking  to  the  pirates,  and  only 
'  1 


* 
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permitted  a  confidential  person  to  purchase  their  slaves.  -  Thus  lie 
departed  from  the  island,  leaving  these  pirates  to  enjoy  their  sa- 
vage royalty.  One  of  them  had  been  a  water-man  upon  the 
Thames,  and  having  committed  a  murder,  fled  to  the  West  Indies. 
The  rest  had  all  been  fore.mast  men,  nor  was  there  one  among 
theft  who  could  either  read  or  write* 


CAPTAIN  M ARTEL. 

War  is  not  the  harvest  time  of  pirates.  Those  who  are  natu- 
rally of  a  rambling  turn  of  mind,  then  find  employment  in  priva- 
teering. Provincial  mobs  are  most  frequent  in  times  pf  peace  ; 
and  those  turbulent  spirits  which  give  energy  to  tumult,  prove 
brave  and  useful  soldiers  when  disciplined  and  introduced  into  the 
ranks.  In  the  same  manner,  pirates,  under  the  influence  of  royal 
clemency,  would  prove  brave  and  hardy  seamen . 

The  origin  and  first  adventures  of  this  man,  upon  whose  history 
we  are  now  to  enter,  are  involved  in  obscurity.  He  was  com- 
mander of  a  private  sloop  of  eight  guns  and  eighty  men,  upon  the 
coast  of  Jamaica,  where  he  took  the  Berkley  galley,  Captain 
Sanders,  and  plundered  him  of  a  thousand  pounds  ;  and  after- 
wards he  took  some  money  and  provisions  from  a  sloop  called 
King  Solomon.  He  proceeded  after  this  to  the  Port  of  Cavena 
in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  in  his  way  captured  two  sloops,  which 
he  plundered  and  then  dismissed.  Near  the  port,  he  met  a  fine 
galley  of  twenty  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Wilson,  which 
was  attacked  under  the  black  flag,  and  forced  to  surrender.  Some 
of  the  men  were  put  on  shore,  and  others  were  detained.  Captain 
Martel  then  desired  Captain  Wilson  to  inform  his  owners,  that 
his  sloop  would  admirably  answer  his  purpose,  by  removing  one 
deck ;  and  as  for  the  cargo,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  log-wood 
and  sugar,  he  would  take  care  it  should  be  carried  to  a  good 
market. 

This  ship  being  equipped,  he  mounted  her  with  twenty  two 
guns  and  a  hundred  men,  leaving  twenty.five  hands  in  the  sloop? 
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and  went  to  cruize  off  the  Leeward  Islands.  Here  fortune  was 
propitious  to  the  pirates.  After  taking  two  small  vessels,  they 
gave  chace  to  a  stout  ship,  which,  upon  the  sight  of  the  black  flag, 
suddenly  struck.  This  was  the  Dolphin  of  twenty  guns  bound 
for  Newfoundland.  The  men  were  made  prisoners,  and  the  ship 
was  taken  along  with  our  pirates.  They  seized  another  vessel 
in  her  voyage  from  Jamaica,  put  her  provisions  on  board  their 
own  ship,  and  so  let  her  depart.  Thus  she  was  obliged  to  return 
to  Jamaica  before  she  could  prosecute  her  voyage.  These  for- 
tunate pirates,  not  long  after,  captured  a  small  ship  and  a  sloop 
belonging  to  Barbadoes,  and  having  taken  out  the  provisions,  and 
such  of  the  men  as  chose  to  go  along  with  them,  allowed  them  to 
depart.  Their  next  prize  was  the  Greyhound  galley  of  London, 
from  "Guinea  to  Jamaica.  They  speedily  emptied  her  of  her  va- 
luable cargo,  and  permitted  her  to  prosecute  her  voyage. 

It  was  necessary  to  repair  to  some  harbour,  both  to  refit,  to 
obtain  provisions,  and  to  dispose  of  their  cargo.  Santa  Cruz  was 
deemed  the  most  proper  place  for  this  purpose,  which  is  ten  miles 
long  and  two  broad,  lying  south-east  by  Porto  Rico,  and  belong, 
ing  to.  the  French  settlements.  Here  they  hoped  to  repose  for  a 
while,  in  order  to  prepare  themselves  for  greater  adventures.  Nor 
did  fortune  yet  forsake  these  daring  adventurers,  for,  on  their  voy- 
age they  captured  another  vessel,  and  speedily  arrived  at  the  place 
of  their  destination.  They  had  now  a  ship  of  twenty  guns,  a  sloop 
of  eight,'  and  three  prizes.  This  little  fleet  they  stationed  in  a 
small  harbour  or  road  upon  the  north-west  of  the  island. 

Their  first  employment  on  their  arrival,  was  to  fortify  them- 
selves against  any  attack.  They  erected  a  battery  of  four  guns 
upon  the  island,  and  another  of  two  guns  upon  the  north  point  of 
the  road-  They  also  stationed  one  of  the  sloops,  with  eight  guns, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  to  prevent  any  vessel  from  entering. 
Having  thus  fortified  themselves,  they  began  to  unrig  their  vessels, 
in  order  to  clean  them 

General  Hamilton  sent  a  sloop  with  an  express  to  Captain 
Hume,  to  acquaint  him  that  two  pirate  ships  infested  the  coast. 
The  Scarborough  of  thirtv  guns  and  a  hundred  and  forty  men, 
commanded  by  Captain  Hume,  had  then  near  forty  sick,  and  had 
buried  twenty,  and  was  therefore  in  a  bad  condition  for  sea  ;  but 
having  received  this  intelligence,  Captain  Hume  left  his  sick  men 
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behind,  sailed  to  the  other  islands  for  a  sopply  of  hands,  and  went 
in  search  of  the  pirates.  After  several  disappointments,  and  when 
now  about  to  return,  despairing  to  meet  with  these  marauders,  ho 
was  informed  by  a  boat  which  had  come  from  Santa  Cruz,  that  two 
pirate  ships,  with  some  others,  were  in  that  place.  On  Captain 
Hume's  arrival  there,  the  pilot  refused  to  enter  the  harbour* 
They  were  welcomed  by  the  pirates  saluting  them  with  red. hot 
baits  from  the  shore.  At  length  Captain  Home  came  to  anchor 
along-side  the  reef,  and  cannonaded  both  the  vessels  and  batteries 
during  several  hours.  The  sloop  which  guarded  the  channel  was 
at  length  sunk,  and  the  man  of  war  then  directed  her  fire  against 
the  large  pirate  ships.  In  the  following  night  it  calmed,  and  Cap. 
tain  Hume  fearing  that  he  might  fall  upon  the  reef,  weighed  an. 
chor,  and  hovered  in  the  neighbourhood  for  a  few  days  to  block 
them  up.  One  evening  the  pirates  observed  the  man.of.war  set 
out  for  sea,  and  they  took  the  opportunity  to  warp  out  in  order  to 
evade  the  enemy;  They  soon  run  a-ground,  and  in  this  situation 
saw  Captain  Hume  returning  to  pay  them  another  visit,-— which 
threw  them  into  such  dreadful  consternation,  that  they  quitted 
their  ship  leaving  in  it  twenty  negroes,  who  all  perished.  Nine, 
teen  of  the  pirates  escaped  in  a  long  boat,  while  the  Captain 
and  the  rest  of  the  crew  fled  into  the  woods,  and  there  in  all  pro- 
bability perished* 


CAPTAIN  TEACH,— Mas,  BLACK  BEARD. 

Edwakd  Teach  was  a  native  of  Bristol,  and  having  gone  to 
Jamaica,  .he  frequently  sailed  from  that  port  as  one  of  the  crew  of 
a  privateer  during  the  French  war.  In  that  station  he  gave  fre. 
quent  proofs  of  his  boldness  and  personal  courage  ;  but  he  was  not 
entrusted  with  any  command,  until  Captain  Benjamin  Hornigold, 
gave  him  the  command  of  a  prize  which  he  bad  taken. 

In  the  spring  of  1717,  Hornigold  and  Teach  sailed  from  Provi- 
dence for  the  continent  of  America,  and  in  their  way  captured  a 
small  vessel  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  of  flour,  whick 
they  put  on  board  their  own  Vessels.    They. also  seized  other  two 
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teasels  ;  from  one  they  took  some  gallons  of  wine,  and  from  the 
other,  plunder  to  a  considerable  value.  After  cleaning  upon  the 
coast  of  Virginia,  they  made  a  prize  of  a  large  French  Guineaman  . 
bound  to  Martinico,  and  Teach  obtaining  the  command  of  her, 
went  upon  a  Cruize.  Hornigold,  with  the  two  vessels,  returned 
to  the  island  of  Providence,  and  surrendered  to  the  King's  cle- 
mency. 

Teach  now  began  to  act  an  independent  part.  He  mounted  his 
vessel  with  forty  guns,  and  named  her  u  The  Queen  Anne* 8  Rem 
Denge*9*  Cruizing  near  the  island  of  St  Vincent,  he  toot  a  large 
ship,  called  the  Great  Allan,  and  after  having  plundered  her  of 
what  he  deemed  proper,  he,  set  her  on  fire.  A  few  days  after 
Teach  encountered  the  Scarborough  man.of.war,  and  engaged 
her  for  some  hours  ;  but  perceiving  his  strength  and  resolution) 
she  retired*  and  left  Teach  to  pursue  his  depredations.  His  next 
adventure  was  with  a  slopp  of  ten  guns,  commanded  by  Major 
Bonnet r  whose  actions  we  have  already  related^  and  these  two 
having  united  their  fortunes,  they  co-operated  for  some  time ;  but 
Teach  finding  him  unacquainted  with  naval  affairs,  gave  the  com- 
inand  of  Bonnet's  ship  to  Richards  one  of  his  own  crew,  and  enter* 
tained  Bonnet  on  board  of  his  own  vessel.  Watering  at  Turning 
they  discovered  a  sail,  and  Richards  with  the  Revenge,  slipt  her 
cable,  and  ran  out  to  meet  her.  Upon  seeing  the  black  flag  hoist* 
ed,  the  vessel  struck,  and  came  to  under  the  stern  of  Teach  the  com* 
modore^  This  was  the  Adventure  from  Jamaica.  They  took 
the  captain  and  his  men  on  board  the  great  ship,  and  manned  his 
sloop  for  their  own  service. 

They  weighed  from  Turniff,  where  they  remained  during  a 
week,  and  tailing  to  the  Bay,  found  there  a  ship  and  four  sloops. 
Teach  hoisted  his  flag,  and  began  to  fire  at  them,  upon  which  the, 
Captain  and  bis  men  left  their  ship  and  fled  to  the  shore.     Teaclj 
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turned  two  of  these  sloops,'  and  let  the  other  three  depart. 

They  afterwards  sailed  to  different  places,  and  having  taken 
two  small  vessels,^  they  anchored  off  the  Bar  of  Charlestown  for  a 
few  days.  Here  they  captured  a  ship  bound  for  England,  as  she 
Was  coming  out  of  the  harbour.  They  next  seized  a  vessel  com* 
log  out  of  Charlestown,  and  twof pinks  coming  into  the  same  har* 
bour,  together  with  a  brigantine  with  fourteen  negroes.  The 
audacity  of  these  transactions,  performed  in  sight  of  the  town, 
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struck  the  inhabitants  with  terror,  as  they  had  been  lately  visited 
by  some  other  notorious  pirates.  Meanwhile  there  were  eight 
sail  in  the  harbour,  none  of  which  durst  set  to  sea  for'  fear  of  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  Blackbeard.  The  trade  of  this  place  was 
totally  interrupted,  and  the  inhabitants  wqre  abandoned  to  dis- 
pair.  Their  calamity  was  greatly  augmented  from  this  circum- 
stance, that  a  long  and  desperate  war  with  the  natives  had  just 
been  terminated,  when  they  began  to  be  infested  by  these  robbers. 

Teach  haying  detained  all  the  persons  taken  in  these  ships  as 
prisoners,  they  were  soon  in  great  want  of  medicines,  and  he  had 
the  audacity  to  demand  a  chest  from  the  Governor.  This  de. 
mand  was  made  in  a  manner  not  less  daring  than  insolent.  Teach 
sent  Richards,  the  Captain  of  the  Revenge,  with  Mr  Marks,  one 
of  the  prisoners,  and  several  others,  to  present  their  request. 
Richards  informed  the  Governor,  that  unless  their  demand  was 
granted,  and  he  and  his  companions  returned  in  safety,  every 
prisoner  on  board  the  captured  ships  would  instantly  be  slain, 
and  the  vessels  consumed  to  ashes. 

During  the  time  that  Mr  Marks  was  negotiating  with  the  go- 
vernor, Richards  add  his  associates  walked  the  streets  at  pleasure, 
while  indignation  flamed  from  every  eye  against  them,  as  the 
robbers  of  their  property,  and  the  terror  of  their  country.  Though 
the  affront  thus  offered  the  Government  was  great  and  most  au- 
daucious,  yet,  to  preserve  the  lives  of  so  many  men,  they  granted 
their  request,  and  sent  on  board  a  chest  valued  at  three  or  four 
hundred  pounds. 

Teach,  as  soon  as  he  received  the  medicines  and  his  fellow 
pirates,  pillaged  the  ships  of  gold  and  provisions,  and  then  dis- 
missed the  prisoners  with  their  vessels.  From  the  .Bar  of  Charles- 
town  they  sailed  to  North  Carolina.  Teach  now  began  to  re* 
fleet  how  he  could  best  secure  the  spoil,  along  with  some  of  the 
crew  who  were  his  favourites.  Accordingly,  under  pretence  of 
Cleaning,  he  run  his  vessel  on  shore,  and  grounded ;  then  ordered 
the  men  in  Hands'  sloop  to  come  to  his  assistance,  which  they 
endeavouring  to  do,  also  run  a.ground,  and  so  they  were  both 
lost.  Then  Teach  went  into  the  tender  with  forty  hands,  and, 
upon  a  sandy  island,  about  a  league  from  shore,  where  there  was 
neither  bird  nor  beast,  nor  herb  for  their  subsistence,  he  left 
seventeen  of  his  crew,  who  must  have  inevitably  perished,  had 
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Sot  Major  Bonnet  received  intelligence  of  their  miserable  situa. 
tion,  and  sent  a  long  boat  for  them.  After  this  barbarous  deed, 
Teach,  with  the  remainder  of  his  crew,  went  and  surrendered  to 
the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  retaining  all  the  property  which 
had  been  acquired  by  his  fleet. 

This  temporary  suspension  of  the  depredations  of  Blackbeard, 
for  so  he  was  now  called,  did  not  proceed  from  -the  conviction  of 
his  former  errors,  or  a  determination  to  reform,  but  to  prepare 
for  future  and  more  extensive  exploits.  As  governors  are  but 
men,  and  not  unirequently,  by  no  means  possessed  of  the  most 
Virtuous  principles,  the  gold  of  Blackbeard  rendered  him  comely 
'in  the  governor's  eyes,  and,  by  his  influence,  he  obtained  a  legal 
right  to  the  great  ship  called  u  The  Queen  Anne's  Revenge.19 
By  order  of  the  governor,  a  court,  of  vice,  admiralty  was  held  at 
Bath-town,  and  that  Vessel  wis  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize  that 
he  had  taken  from  the  Spaniards,  though  it  was  a  well  known  fact 
that  she  belonged  to  English  merchants*  Before  he  entered  upon 
his  new  adventures,  he  married  a  young  woman  of  about  sixteen 
years  of  age,  the  governor  himself  performing  the  ceremony.  It 
was  reported  that  this  was  only  his  fourteenth  wife,  about  twelve 
of  whom  were  yet  alive  ;  and  though  this  woman  was  young  and 
amiable,  he  behaved  towards  her  in  a  manner  so  brutal,  that  was 
shocking  to  all  decency  and  propriety,  even  among  the  abandoned 
race  df  pirates.    • 

In  his  first  voyage,  Blackbeard  directed  his  course  to  the  Ber- 
mudas, arid  meeting  with  two  or  three  English  vessels,  emptied 
them  of.  their  stores  and  other  necessaries,  and  allowed  them  to* 
proceed.  He  also  met  with  two  French  vesi«els  bound  for*  Marti. 
nico,  the  one  light,  and  the  other  loaded  with  sugar  and  cocoa  ; 
he  put  the  men  on  board  the  latter  into  the  former,  arid  allowed 
her  to  depart.  He  brought  the  loaded  vessel  into  North  Caro- 
lina, Where  the  governor  and  Blackbeard  shared  the  prizes. 
Nor  did  their  audacity  and  villainy  stop  here.  Teach  and  some 
Of  his  abandoned  crew  waited  upon  his  Excellency,  and  swore 
that  they  had  seized  the  Frertch  ship  at  sea,  without  a  soul  on 
board ;  therefore  a  court  was  called,  and  she  w£§  condemned. 
The  honourable  governor  received  sixty  hogsheads  Of  sugar  for  his 
share,  his  secretary  twenty,  and  the  pirates  the  remainder.  But 
as  guilt  always  inspires  suspicion,  Teach  was  afraid  that  some  on*. 
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might  arrive  in  the  harbour  that  might  detect  the  roguery ;  there- 
fore, upon  pretence  that  she  was  leaky,  might  sink,  and  so  stop 
up  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  where  she  lay  ;  they  obtained,  the 
governor's  liberty  to  drag  her  into  the  river,  where  she  was  set  on 
fire,  and  when  burnt  down  to  the  water,  her  bottom  was  sunk, 
that  so  she  might  never  rise  in  judgment  against  the  governor  and 
his  confederates* 

Blackbeard  now  being  in  the  province  of  friendship,  he  pass- 
ed several  months  in  the  river,  giving  and  receiving  visits  from 
the  planters ;  while  he  traded  with  the  vessels  which  came  to  that 
river,  sometimes  in  the  way  of  lawful  commerce,  and  sometimes 
in  his  own  way.  When  he  chose  to  appear  the  honest  man,  he 
made  fair  purchases  on  equal  barter  ;  but  when  this  did  not  suit 
his  necessities,  or  his  humour,  he  would  rob  at  pleasure,  and  leave 
them  to  seek  their  redress  from  the  governor;  and  the  better  to 
cover  his  intrigues  with  his  excellency,  he  would  sometimes  out- 
brave  him  to  his  face,  and  administer  to  him  a  share  of  that  con- 
tempt and  insolence,  which  he  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  the 
rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province. 

But  there  are  limits  to  human  insolence  and  depravity.  The 
captains  of  the  vessels  who  frequented  that  river,  and  had  been  so 
often  harrassed  and  plundered  by  Blackbeard,  secretly  consulted 
with  some  of  the  planters  what  measures  to  pursue,  in  order  to 
banish  such  an  infamous  miscreant  from  their  coasts,  and  to  briog 
him  to  deserved  punishment.  Convinced  from  long  experience, 
that  the  governor  himself,  to  whom  it  belonged,  would  give  no  re. 
dress,  they  represented  the  matter  to  the  governor  of  Virginia, 
and  entreated  that  aa  armed  force  might  be  sent  from  the  men-of- 
war  lying  there,  either  to  take  or  to  destroy  those  pirates  who  in. 
fested  their  coast. 

Upon  this  representation,  the  governor -of  Virginia  consulted 
with  the  captains  of  the  two  men»of»war  as  to  the  best  measures 
to  be  adopted.  He  was  resolved  that  the  governor  should  hire 
two  small  vessels,  which  could  pursue  Blackbeard  into  aU  his 
inlets  and  creeks ;  that  they  should  be  manned  from  the  men  of 
war,  and  the  command  given  to  Lieutenant  Mannar ^  an  expe- 
rienced and  resolute  officer*  When  all  was  ready  for  his  depar- 
ta&9  the  governor  called  an  assembly,  in  which  it  was  resolved  to 
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issue  a  proclamation,  offering  a  great  reward  to  any  who,  within 
a  year,  should  take  or  destroy  any  pirate. 

Upon  the  17th  of  November  1717,  Maynard  left  James's  river 
in  quest  of  Blackbeard,  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  21st,  came 
in  sight  of  the  pirate.  This  expedition  was  fitted  ont  with  all 
possible  expedition  and  secrecy,  no  boat  being  permitted  to  pass 
that  might  convey  any  intelligence,  while  care  was  taken  to  dis- 
cover where  the  pirates  was  larking.  His  excellency  the  Gover- 
nor of  Bermudas,  and  his  secretary,  however,  having  obtained  in- 
formation of  the  intended  expedition,  the  latter  wrote  a4  letter  to 
Black  beard,  intimating,  "  That  he  had  sent  him  four  of  his 
men,  who  were  all  he  could  meet  with  in  or  about  town,  and  so 
bidding  him  be  upon  his  guard.1'  These  men  were  sent  from 
Bath,  town  to  the  place  where  Blackbeard  lay,  about  the  distance 
of  twenty  leagues. 

The  hardened  and  infatuated  pirate,  having  been  often  discon- 
certed with  false  intelligence,  was  the  less  attentive  to  this  infor- 
mation, nor  was  he  convinced  of  its  accuracy,  until  he  saw  the 
sloops  sent  to  apprehend  him.  Though  he  had  then  only  twenty 
men  on  board,  he  prepared  to  give  battle.  Lieutenant  Maynard 
arrived  with  his  sloops  in  the  evening,  and  anchored,  as  he  could 
not  venture,  under  cloud  of  night,  to  go  into  the  place  where 
Blackbeard  lay.  The  latter  spent  the  night  in  drinking  with 
the  master  of  a  trading  vessel,  with  the  same  indifference  as  if  no 
danger  had  been  near.  Nay,  'such  was  the  desperate  wickedness 
of  this  villian,  that  it  is  reported,  that,  during  the  carousals  of  that 
night,  one  of  his  men  asked  him,  "  That  in  case  any  thing  should 
happen  to  him  during  the  engagement  with  the  two  sloops  that 
were  waiting  to  attack  him  in  the  morning,  whether  his  wife  knew 
where  he  had  buried  his  money  ;"  he  impiously  replied,  "That 
nobody  but  himself  and  the  devil  knew  where  it  was,  and  the 
longest  liver  should  take  all." 

In  the  morning  Maynard  weighed,  and  sent  his  boat  to  sotincf^ 
which  doming  near,  the  pirate  received  her  fire.  Maynard  thent 
hoisted  royal  colours,  and  made  directly  towards  Blackbeard 
with  every  sail  and  oar.  In  a  little  time  the  pirat%ran  a- ground, 
and  so  also  did  the  king's  vessels.  Maynard  lightened  his  vessel  of 
the  ballast  and  water,  and  made  towards  Blackbeard.  Upon! 
this  he  hailed  him  in  his  own  rufle  style,  "  D— -n  yotf  $  for  villains* 
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who  are  you,  and  from  whence  come  you  ?"  The'Lieutentnt  atfi 
swered,  *'  Yon  may  see  from  our  colours  we  are  no  pirates.'' 
Blackbeard  bid  him  send  his  boat  on  board,  that  he  might  see 
who  he  was.  But  Maynard  replied,  "I  cannot  spare  my  boat, 
but  I  will  come  on  board  of  yon  as  soon  as  I  can  with  my  sloop." 
Upon  this  Blackbeard  took  a  glass  of  liquor,  and  drank  to  him, 
saying,  u  I'll  give  no,  quarters,  nor  take  any  from  you."  May- 
nard replied,  "  he  expected  no  quarters  from  htm,  nor  should  he 
give  him  any.'* 

During  this  dialogue,  the  pirate's  ship  floated,  and  the  sloops 
were  rowing  with  all  expedition  towards  him.     As  she  came  near, 
the  pirate  fired  a  broad- side,    charged  with  all  manner  of  small 
shot,   which  killed  or  wounded  twenty  men.     Black-beard's  ship 
in  a  little  after  fell  broad-side  to  the  shore  ;  one  of  the  sloops  called 
the  Ranger,  also  fell  a- stern.     But  Maynard,  finding  that  his  own 
sloop  had  way,  and .  would  soon  be  on  board  of  Teach,  ordered 
all  his  men  down,  while  himself  and  the  man  at  the  helm,  whom  he 
commanded  to  lie  concealed,  were  the  only  persons  who  remained 
on  deck*     He  at  the  same  time  desired  them  to  take  their  pistols, 
cutlasses,  and  swords,  and  be  ready  for  action  upon  his  call,  and, 
for  the  greater  expedition,  two  ladders  were  placed  in  the  hatch- 
way.  When  the  King's  sloop  boarded,  the  pirate's  ca^e. boxes,  fil- 
led with  powder,  small. shot,  slugs,  and  pieces  of  lead  and  iron, 
with  a  quick  match  in  the  mouth  of  them,  were  thrown  into  May- 
nard's  sloop.     Fortunately,  however,  the  men  being  in  the  hold, 
they  did  small  injury  on  the  present  occasion,  though  they  are 
usually   very  destructive.     Blackbeard  seeing  few  or  "no  hands 
upon  deck,  cried  to  his  men.     That  they  were  all  knocked  on  the 
head,  except  three  or  four;  "and,  therefore,"  says  he,  "let's 
jump  on  board,  and  cut  to  pieces  those  that  are  alive." 

Upon  this,  during  the  smoke  occasioned  by  one  of  these  case* 
boxes,  Blackbeard,  with  fourteen  of  his  men,  entered,  and  were 
not  perceived  until  the  smoke  was  dispelled.  The  signal  was  given 
to  Af  aynard's  men,  vrho  rushed  up  in  an  instant.  Blackbeard 
and  the  Lieutenant  exchanged  shots,  and  the  pirate  was  wounded ; 
then  they  engaged  sword  in  hand,  until  the  sword  of  the  lat- 
ter broke,  but  fortunately,  one  of  his  men  at  that  instant  gav« 
Blackbeard  a  terrible  wound  in  the  neck  and  throat.  The  most 
desperate  and  bloody  conflict  insued  .-—Maynard  with  twelve  mep, 
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mod  Blackbeard  with  fourteen  :  The  sea  was  dyed  with  blood  all 
around  the  vessel,  and  uncommon  bravery  was  displayed  upon 
both  sides.  Though  the  pirate  was  wounded  by  the  first  shot 
from  Maynard,  yet  he  fought  with  desperate  valour,  though  he  had 
received  twenty  outs,  and  five  more  shot ;  at  length,  when  cocking 
his  pistol,  he  fell  down  dead.  By  this  timej  eight  of  his  men  had  fal- 
len, and  the  rest  being  wounded,  cried  out  for  quarter,  which  was 
granted,  as  the  ring.leader  was  slain »  The  other  sloop  also  at. 
tacked  the  men  who  remained  in  the  pirate  vessels,  until  they  alsb 
cried  out  for  quarter.  And  such*  was  the  desperation  of  Black* 
beard,  that,  having  small  hope  of  escaping,  he  had  placed  a  negro 
with  a  match  at  the  gunpowder-door,  to  blow  up  the  ship  the  mo- 
ment that  he  should  have  been  boarded  by  the  King's  men,,  in  or. 
der  to  involve  the  whole  in  general  ruin.  That  destructive  broad* 
side. at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  which  at  first  appeared  so 
unlucky,  was,  however,  the  means  of  their  preservation  from  the 
intended  destruction. 

Maynard  severed  the  pirate's  head  from  his  body,  suspended 
it  upon  his  bowsprit-end,  and  sailed  to  Bath-town,  to  obtain  me. 
dical  aid  for  his  Wounded  men.  In  the  pirate  sloop,  several  let- 
ters and  papers  were  found,  which  Blackbeard  would  certainly 
have  destroyed  previous  to  the  engagement,  had  he  not  determined 
to  blow  her  up  upon  his  being  taken,  which  disclosed  the  whole  vil- 
lany  between  the  honorable  governor  of  Bermudas  and  his  ho* 
-nest  secretary,  and  the  notorious  pirate,  who  had  now  suffered 
the  just  demerit  of  his  crimes. 

Scarcely  was  Maynard  returned  to  Bath-town,  when  he  bold- 
ly went  and  made  free  with  the  sixty  hogsheads  of  sugar  in 
the  possession  of  the  governor,  and  the  twenty  in  that  of  his  se- 
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After  his  men  were  healed  at  Bath- town,  the  Lieutenant  pro- 
ceeded to  Virginia,  with  the  head  of  Blackbeard  still  suspended 
on  his  bowsprit.end,  as  a  trophy  of  his  victory,  to  the  great  joy  of 
all  the  inhabitants.  The  prisoners  were  tried,— -condemned,— 
and  executed ;  and  thus  all  the  crew  of  that  infernal  miscreant 
Blackbeard,  were  destroyed  except  two.  One  of  these  was  taken 
ont  of  a  trading  vessel,  only  the  day  before  the  engagement,  in 
-which  he  received  no  less  than  seventy  wounds,  of  all  which  he 
-was  cured.  The  other  was  Israel  Hands y  who  was  master  of  The 
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Queen  Anne**  Revenge;  he  was  taken  at  Bath* town,  being 
wounded  in  one  of  Blackboard's  savage  humours.  One  night 
[Blackbeard,  drinking  in  his  cabin  with  Hands,  the  pilot,  and  ano- 
ther man,  without  any  pretence,  took  a  small  pair  of  pistols,  and 
cocked  them  under  the  table  ;  which  being  perceived  by  the  man, 
he  went  on  deck,  leaving  the  Captain,  Hands,  and  the  pilot  to. 
gether.  When  his  pistols  were  prepared,  he  extinguished  the 
candle,  crossed  his  arms,  and  fired  at  his  company.  The  onfe  pistol 
did  no  execution,  but  the  other  wounded  Hands  in  the  knee.  In. 
terrogated  concerning  the  meaning  of  this,  he  answered  with  an 
imprecation,  "That  if  he  did  not  now  and  then  kill  one  of  them, 
they  would  forget  who  he  was."  Hands  was  tried  and  condemned, 
but  as  he  was  about  to  be  executed,  a  vessel  arrived  with  a  pro- 
clamation prolonging  the  time  of  his  Majesty's  pardon,  which 
Hands  pleading,  he  was  saved  from  a  violent  and  shameful  death* 
We  shall  close  the  narrative  of  this  extraordinary  man's  life  by 
an  account  of  the  cause  why  he  was  denominated  Black  Beard* 
He  derived  this  name  from  his  long  blackbeard,  which,  like  a 
frightful  meteor,  covered  his  whole  face,  and  terrified  all  America 
more  than  any  comet  that  had  ever  appeared.  He  was  accustom- 
ed to  twist  it  with  ribbon  in  small  quantities  resembling  those  of 
some  fashionable  wigs,  and  turn  them  about  his  ears.  In  time  of  ac- 
tion he  wore  a  sling  over  his  shoulders  with  three  brace  of  pistols. 
Jle  stuck  lighted  matches  under  his  hat,  which  appearing  on  both 
sides  of  his  face  and  his  eyes,  naturally  fierce  and  wild,  made  him 
such  a  figure  that  the  human  imagination  cannot  form  a  con- 
ception of  even  a  fury  more  terrible  and  alarming ;  and  if  he  had 
the  appearance  and  look  of  a  fury,  his  actions  corresponded  witi 
that  character. 
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This  adventurer  was  mate  of  a  sloop  that  sailed  from  Jamaica, 
and  was  taken  by  Captain  Winter,  a  pirate,  just  before  the  set- 
tlement of  the  pirates  at  Providence  Island.  After  the  pirate* 
J>ad  surrendered  to  Ms  Majesty's  pardon,  and  Providence  Ishw* 
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Was  peopled  by  the  English  government,  our  Captain  sailed  to 
Africa.    There  he  took  several  vessels,  particularly  the  Gadogan, 
from  Bristol,  commanded  by  one  Skihne'r.     When  he  struck  to 
the  pirate,  he  was  ordered  to  come  on  board  in  his  boat.     The 
person  upon  whom  he  first  cast  his  eye,  proved  to  be  his  did  boat- 
swain, who  fctared  him  in  the  face,  and  accosted  him  in  the  fol. 
lowing  manner :  "  Ah,  Captain  Skinner,  is  it  you,  the  only  per- 
son I  wished  to  see  :  I  am  much  in  your  debt,  and  I  shall  pay  you 
all  in  your  own  coin."     The  poor  man  trembled  every  joint,  and 
dreaded  the  event,  as  he  well  might.     It  happened  that  Skinner, 
and  his  old  boatswain,  with  some  of  his  men,  had  quarrelled,  so 
that  he  thought  fit  to  remove  them  on  board  a  man -of*  war,  while 
lie  refused  to  pay  them  their  wages.     Not  long  after,  they  found 
means  to  leave  the  man-of-war,  and  went, on  board  a  small  ship  in 
the  West  Indies.     They  were  taken  by  a  pirate,  and  brought  to 
Providence,  from  thence  they  sailed  as  pirates  along  with  Captain 
England.     Thus  accidentally  meeting  their  old  Captain,  they  se. 
rerely  revenged  the  treatment  which  they  had  received. 

After  the  rough  salutation  Which  has  been  related,  the  boat. 
Swain  called  to  his  comrades,  laid  hold  of  Skinner,  tied  him  fast 
to  the  windlass,  and  pelted  him  with  glass  bottles  until  they  cut 
him  in  a  shocking  manner,  then  whipped  him  about  the  deck  unl 
til  they  were  quite  fatigued,  remaining  deaf  to  all  his  prayers 
and  entreaties,  and  at  last,  in  an  insulting  tone,  observed,  that 
as  he  had  been  a  good  master  to  his  men,  he  should  have  an  easy 
death,  and  upon  this  shot  him  through  the  head. 

Having  taken  such  things  as  they  stood  most  in  need  of  out  of 
the  snow,  she  was  given  to  Captain  Davis  in  order  to  try  his  for. 
tune  with  a  few  hands. 

Captain  England,  some  time  after,  took  a  ship  called  the  Pearl, 
for  which  he  exchanged  his  own  sloop,  fitted  her  up  for  piratical 
service,  and  called  her  the  Royal  James*  In  that  vessel  he  was 
very  fortunate,  and  took  several  ships  of  different  sizes  and  dif. 
ferent  nations.  In  the  spring  of  1719,  the  pirates  returned  to 
Africa,  and  beginning  at  the  River  Gambia,  they  then  sailed  down 
the  coast  to  Cape  Corse,  and  captured  several  vessels.  Some  of 
them  they  pillaged,  and  allowed  to  proceed,  some  they  fitted  out 
for  the  pirate  service,  and  others  they  burnt. 
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Leaving  our  pirate  upon  this  coast,  the  Revenge  and  the  Fty*, 
ing  King  sailed  for  the  West  Indies,  where  they  took  several 
prizes,  then  cleared  and  sailed  for  Brazil.  There  they  captor, 
ed  some  Portuguese  vessels,  but  a  large  Portuguese  man-of-war 
coming  up  to  them,  proved  an  unwelcome  guest.  The  Revenge 
escaped,  t>ut  was  soon  lost  upon  that  coast.  The -Flying  King 
|n  despair  run  a-shore.  There  were  then  seventy  on  board, 
twelve  of  whom  were  slain,  and  the  remainder  taken  prisoner*. 
The  Portuguese  hanged  thirty-eight  of  them*  * 

Captain  England,  whilst  cruizing  upon  that  coast,  took  the 
Peterborough  of    Bristol,  and  the  Victory*     The  former  they 
detained,    the  latter    they  plundered    and  dismissed*      In    the 
course  of  his  voyage,  England  met  with  two  ships,  but  these 
taking  shelter  under  Cape  Corse  castle,  he  unsuccessfully  attempt- 
ed to  set  them  on  fire.     He  next  sailed  down  to  Whydah.road, 
where  Captain  ha  Bouche  had  been  before  England,  and  left  him 
no  spojl.  He  now  went  into  the  harbour,  cleaned  his  own  ship,  and 
fitted  up  the  Peterborough,  which  he  called  the  Victory.     Dur- 
ing several  weeks  the  pirates  remained  in  this  quarter,  indulging 
in  evesy  species  of  riot  and  debauchery,  until  the  natives,  exas, 
perated  with  their  conduct,  came  to  an  open  rupture,  when  several 
pf  the  negroes  were  slain,  and  one  of  their  towns  set  on  fire  by 
{he  pirates.. 

Leaving  that  port,  the  pirates,  when  at  sea,  determined,  fyy  vote 
to  sail  for  the  East  Indies,  and  arrived  at  Madagascar.  After 
watering  and  taking  in  some  provisions  they  sailed  for  the  coast  of 
Malabar.  This  place  is  situated  in  the  Mogul  Empire,  and  is  one 
of  its  roost  beautiful  and  fertile  districts.  It  extends  from  the 
coast  of  Canora  to  Cape  Comorin.  The  original  natives  are  ne- 
groes, but  a  mingled  race  of  Mahometans,  who  are  generally 
merchants,  have  been  introduced  in  modern  times.  Having  sailed 
almost  round  the  one  half  of  the  globe,  laterally  seeking  whom  they 
might  devour,  our  pirates  arrived  in  this  country. 

Not  long  after  their  settlement  at  Madagascar,  they  took  a 
cruize,  in  which  they  captured  two  Indian  vessels  and  a  Dutch- 
man. They  exchanged  the  latter  for  one  of  their  own,  and  di- 
rected their  course  again  to  Madagascar.  Several  of  their  handi 
were  sent  on  shore  with  tents  and  ammunition,  to  kill  such  beasts 
and  venison  as  the  island  afforded^.     They  also  formed  the  reso- 
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Jution  to  go  in  search  of  Avery's  crew,  which  they  knew  had  sett* 
led  upon  the  island ;  but,  as  their  residence  was  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  island,  their  loss  of  time  and  labour  were  all  the  fruits 
of  their  search. 

They  tarried  here  but  a  very  short  time,  then  steered  their . 
course  to  Juarina,  and  coming  out  of  that  harbour,  fell  in  with  twe 
English  and  an  Ostend  ship,  all  Indiamen,  which,  after  a  most  des- 
perate action,  they  captured.  The  particulars  of  this  extraordinary 
action  are  related  |n  the  following  letter  from  Captain  Mac/era : 

4  Bombay,  November  16th  1720. 

'  Wb  arrived  the  25th  of  July  last,  in  company  with  the  Green. 

f  wick)  at  Juanna,  an  island  not  far  from  Madagascar :.  Putting 

'  in  there  to  refresh  our  men,  we  found  fourteen  pirates  that  came 

c  in  their  canoes  from  the  Mayotta,  where  the  pirate  ship  to 

45  which  they  belonged,  viz.  the  Indian  Queen,  two  hundred  and 

c  fifty  tons,   twenty  eight  guns,  and  ninety  men,  commanded  by 

*  Captain  Oliver  de  la  Boucke,  bound  from  the  Guinea  coast  to 

?  the  East  Indies,  had  been  bulged  and  lost.     They  said  they  left 

5  the  Captain  and  forty  of  their  men  building  a  new  vessel,  to 

i  proceed  on  their  wicked  designs.     Captain  Kirby  and  I,  con. 

'  eluded  that  it  might  be  of  great  service  to  the  East- India  Company 

'  to  destroy  such  a  nest  of  rogues,  were  ready  to  sail  for  the  pur. 

4  pose  on  the  17th  of  August,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the*  morning, 

'  when  we  discovered  two  pirates  standing  into  the  bay  Juannay 

4  one  of  thirty. four,  and  the  other  of  thirty-six  guns.  I  immediate* 

*  ly  went  on  board  the  Greenwich,  where  they  seemed  very  diligent 
4  in  preparations  for  an  engagement,  and  I  left  Captain  Kirby  with 
4  mutual  promises  of  standing  by  each  other.  I  then  unmoored, 
4  got  under  sail,  and  brought  two  boats  a- head  to  row  me  close  to 
4  the  Greenwich-;  but  he  being  open  to  a  valley  and  a  breeze, 
4  made  the  best  of  his  way  from  me  :  which  an  Ostender  in  our 
4  company,  of  22  guns,  seeing,  did  the  same,  though  the  Captain 
4  had  promised  heartily  to  engage  with  us,  and  I  believe  would 
4  have  been  as  good  as  his  word,  if  Captain  Kirby  had  kept  his. 
4  About  half  an  hour  after  twelve,  I  called  several  times  to  tjit 
4  Greenwich  to  bear  down  to  our  assistance,  and  fired  a  shot  at  him, 
4  but  to  no  purpose.     For  though  we  did  not  doubt  but  he  would 

*  join  us,,  because,  when  he  got  about  a  league  from  us,  he  brought 
4  his  ship  to,  and  looked  on,  yet  both  he  and  the  Ostender  basely 
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deserted  us,  and  left  as  engaged  with  barbarous  and  inhuman  ene- 
mies, with  their  black  and  bloody  flags  hanging  over  us,  without 
the  least  appearance  of  ever  escaping,  bat  to  be  cat  to  pieces.  Bat 
God  in  his  good  providence  determined  otherwise ;  for,  notwith- 
standing 4heir  superiority,  we  engaged  them  both  about  three 
hours  ;  during  which  time  the  biggest  of  them  received  some  shot 
betwixt  wind  and  water,  which  made  her  keep  off  a  little  to  stop 
her  leaks*    The  other  endeavoured  all  she  could  to  board  us,  by- 
rowing  with  her  oars,  being  within  half  a  ship's  length  of  us  above 
an  hour  ;  but  by  good  fortune  we  shot  all  her  oars  to  pieces, 
which  prevented  them,  and  by  consequence  sated  our  lives. 
6  About  four  o'clock  most  of  the  officers  and  men  posted  on  the 
quarter-deck  being  killed  and  wounded,  the  largest  ship  making 
up  to  us  with  diligence,  being  still  within  a  cable's  length  of  us, 
often  giving  us  a  broadside ;  there  being  now  no  hopes  of  Cap. 
tain  Kir  by' s  coming  to  our  assistance,  we  endeavoured  to  run  a 
shore  ;  and  though  we  drew  four  feet  of  water  more  than  the  pi- 
rate, it  pleased  God  that  he  stuck  fast  on  a  higher  ground  thai* 
happily  we  fell  in  with  ;   so  was  disappointed  a  second  time  from 
boarding  us.    Here  we  had  a  more  violent  engagement  than  be- 
fore :    All  my  officers  and  most  of  my  men  behaved  with  unex- 
pected courage ;  and,  as  we  had  a  considerable  advantage  by 
having  t  broadside  to  his  bow,  we  did  him  great  damage ;  so  that 
had  Captain  Kirby  come  in  then,  1  believe  we  should  have  ta- 
ken both  the  vessels,  for  we  had  one  of  them  sure  ;  but  the  other 
pirate  (who  was  still  tiring  at  us)  seeing  the  Greenwich  did' not 
offer  to  assist  us,  he  supplied  his  consort  with  three  boats  full  of 
fresh  men*  About  five  in  the  evening  the  Greenwich  stood  clear 
away  to  sea,  leaving  us  struggling  hard  for  life,  in  the  very  jaws 
of  death  ;  which  the  other  pirate  that  was  a-float,  seeing,  got  a- 
warp  out,  and  was  hauling  under  our  stern  :  By  this  time  many 
°f  my  men  being  killed  and  wounded,  and  no  hopes  left  us  of 
escaping  being  all  murdered  by  enraged  barbarous  conquerors, 
I  ordered  all  that  could  to  get  into  the  long-boat,  under  the  co- 
ver of  the  smoke  of  our  guns ;  so  that  with  what  some  did  in 
boats,  and  others  by  swimming,  most  of  us  that  were  able  got  a- 
shore  by  seven  o'clock.     When  the  pirates  came  a. board,  they 
cut  three  of  our  wounded  men   to  pieces.     I  with  some  of  my 
*  people  xnafle  what  fc^e  I  couid  to  the  KingJs-Town>  twenty'. 
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c  five  miles  from  us,  where  I  arrived  next  day,  almost  dead  with 
4  the  fatigue  and  loss  of  blood,  having  been  sorely  wounded  in  the 
'  head  by  a  musket-ball. 

4  At  this  town  I  heard,  that  the  pirates  had  offered  ten  thou* 
4  sand  dollars  to  the  country  people  to  bring  me  in,  which  many 
4  of  them  would  have  accepted,  only  they  knew  the  king  and  all 

*  his  chief  people  were  in  my  interest.  Mean  time,  1  caused  a 
4  report  to  be  spread,  that  1  was  dead  of  my  wounds,  which  much 
4  abated  their  fury.  About  ten  days  after,  being  pretty  well  re. 
4  covered,  and  hoping  the  malice  of  our  enemies  was  nigh  over, 

*  I.  began  to  consider  the  dismal  condition  we  were  reduced  to  ; 
4  being  in  a  place  where  we  had  no-  hopes  of  getting  a  passage 
'  home,  all  of  us  in  a  manner  naked,  not  having  had  time  to  get 

*  off  another,  shirt,  or  a  pair  of  shoes,  than  what  we  had  on. 

4  Having  obtained  leave  to  go  on  board  the  pirates,  and  got. 
4  ten  a  promise  of  safety,  several  of  the  chief  of  them  knew  me, 
4  and  some  of  them  had  sailed  with  me,  which  I  found  to  be  of 
4  great  advantage  ;  because,  notwithstanding  their  promise,  some 
4  of  them  would  have  cut  me,  and  all  that  would  not  enter  with 
4  them,  to  pieces,  had  it  not  been  for  the  chief  captain,  Edward 

*  England,  and  some  others  whom  I  knew.  They  talked  of 
4  burning  one  of  their  ships,  which  we  had  so  entirely  disabled, 
4  as  to  be  no  farther  useful  to  them,  and  to  fit  the  Cassandra  in 
4  her  room ;  but  in  the  end  I  managed  the  affair  so  well,  that  they 
4  made  me  a  present  of  the  said  shattered  ship,  which  was  Dutch 
4  built,  and  called  the  Fancy;  her  burden  was  about  three  hundred 
4  tons  :  1  procured  also  a  hundred  and  twenty  nine  bales  of  the 
'  Company's  cloth,  though  they  would  not  give  me  a  rag  of  my 
6  own  clothes. 

4  They  sailed  the  3d  of  September ;  an6V"I?  with  jury.masts,  and 
4  such  old  sails  as  they  left  me,  made  a  shift  to  do  the  like  on  the 
4  8th,  together  with  43  of  my  ship's  crew,  including  two  passen. 
4  gers  and  12  soldiers ;  having  no  more  than  five  tons  of  water 
4  aboard.  After  a  passage  of  forty-eight  days,  I  arrived  here 
4  on  the  26th  of  October,  almost  naked  and  starved,  having  been 
4  reduced  to  a  pint  of  water  a-day,  and  almost  in  despair  of  ever 
4  seeing  land,  by  reason  of  the  calms  we  met  with  between  the 
4  coast  of  Arabia  and  Malabar. — We  had  in  all  thirteen  men 
4  killed,  and  twenty-four  wounded ;  and  we  were  told,  that  we 
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c  destroyed  about  ninety  or  a  hundred  of  the  pirates.    When  they 

*  Jeft  us,  they  were  about  300  whites,  and  80  blacks,  in  both 
i  ships.  I  am  persuaded,  had  our  consort  the  Greenwich  done 
(  his  duty,  we  had  destroyed  both  of  them,  and  got  two  hundred 
'  thousand  pounds  for  our  owners  and  selves  ;  whereas  the  loss  of 
4  the  Cassandra  may  justly  be  imputed  to  his  deserting  us.   I  have 

*  delivered  all  the  bales  that  were  given  me  into  the  Company's 

*  warehouse,  for  which  the   Governor  and  Council  have  ordered 

*  me  a  reward.  Our  Governor  Mr  Boon,  who  is  extremely  kind 
c  and  civil  to  me,  had  ordered  me  home  with  the  packet ;  but 
c  Captain  Harvey y  who  had  a  prior  promise,  being  come  in  with 

*  the  fleet,  goes  in  my  room.  The  Governor  hath  promised  me  a 
'  country  voyage  to  help  to  make  up  my  losses,  and  would  have 

*  me  stay  and  accompany  him  to  England  next  year.' 

Captain  Mackra  was  certainly  in  imminent  danger,  in  trusting 
himself  and  his  men  on  board  the  pirate  ship,  and  unquestionably 
nothing  but  the  desperate  circumstances  in  which  he  was.  placed^ 
could  have  justified  such  a  hazardous  step.  The  honour  and  in. 
fluence  of  Captain  England,  however,  protected  him  and  his  men 
from  the  fury  of  the  crew,  who  would  willingly  have  wreaked  their 
vengeance  upon  them.  ^ 

It  is  pleasing  to  discover  any  instance  of  generosity  or  honour, 
among  such  an  abandoned  race,  who  have  bid  defiance  to  all  the 
Jaws  of  honour,  and  are  regardless  of  all  laws  human  and  divine; 
Captain  England  was  so  steady  to  Captain  Mackra,  that  he  in- 
formed  him,  it  would  be  with.no  small  difficulty  and  address 
that  he  would  be  able  to  preserve  him  and  his  men  from  the  fury 
of  the  crew,  who  were  greatly  enraged  at  the  resistance  which  had 
been  made.     He  likewise  acquainted  him,  that  his  influence  and 
authority  among  them  was  giving  place  to  that  of  Captain  Taylor >, 
chiefly  because  the  dispositions  orthe  latter  were  more  savage  and 
brutal.     They  therefore  consulted  between  them  what  was  the 
best  method  to  secure  the  favour  of  Taylor,  and  to  keep  him  in 
good  humour.     Mackra  made  the  punch  to  flow  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  employed  every  artifice  to  sooth  the  mind  of  that  fe. 
rocious  villain.     A  singular  incident  was  also  very  favourable  to 
the  unfortunate  Captain.     It  happened  that  a  pirate,  with  a  pro- 
digious pair  of  whiskers,  a  wooden  leg,  and  stuck  round  with 
pistols,  came  blustering  and  swearing  upon  the  quarterdeck,  en 
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qtktriiig,  €t  where  was  Captain  Mackra."  He  naturally  supposed 
that  this  barbarons  looking  fellow  would  be  his  executioner ;  but 
as  hie  .  approached  he  took  the  Captain  by  the  hand,  swearing 
44  that  he  was  an  honest  fellow,  and  that  he  had  formerly  sailedwith 
him,  and  would  stand  by  him,  and  let  him  see  the  man  that  would 
touch  him."  *  This  terminated  the  dispute,  and  Captain  Taylor's 
disposition  was  so  ameliorated  with  punch,  that  he  consented  that ' 
the  old  pirate  ship,  and  so  many  bales  of  cloth,  should  be  given  to 
Mackra,  and  then  sunk  into  the  arms  of  intoxication.  *  England 
bow  pressed  Mackra  to  hasten  away,  test  the  ruffian,  upon  his 
becoming  sober,  should  not  only  retract  his  word,  but  give  liberty 
to  the  crew  to  cut  him  and  his  men  in  pieces. 

But  the  gentle  temper  of  Captain  England,  and  his  gerferosky 
towards  the  unfortunate  Mackra,  proved  the  origin  of  much  cala. 
mity  to  himself.  The  crew,  in  general,  deeming  that  kirtd  of  usage" 
which  Mackra  had  received,  inconsistent  with  piratical  policy, 
they  circulated  a  report,  that  he  was  coming  against  them  with! 
the  company's  force.  The  result  of  these  invidious  reports  was, 
to  deprive  England  of  his  command,  and  to  excite  those  cruel  vil- 
lains to  put  him  on  shore,  with  three  others,  upon  the  island  of 
Mauritius.  If  England  and  his  small  company  had  not  been  des- 
titute of  every  necessary,  they  might  have  made  a  comfortable 
subsistence  here,  as  the  island  abounds  with  deer,  hogs,  and  ether 
animals.  It  is  even  said,  that  the  shores  are  replete  with  coral 
and  ambergrease  ;  but  had  this  been  the  fact,  the  Dutch  would  not 
have  abandoned  'such  a  rich  treasure.  '  Dissatisfied  with  their  soli- 
tary situation,  Captain  England  and  his  three  men  exerted  their 
industry  and  ingenuity,  and  formed  a  small  boat,  with  which  they 
sailed  to  Madagascar,  where  they  subsisted  upon  the  generosity 
ef  some  more  fortunate  piratical  companions. 
•  Captain  Taylor  detained  some  of  the  officers  and  men  belong. 
rag  to  Captain  Mackra,  and  having  repaired  their  vessel,  sailed 
for  India. .  The  day  before  they  made  land,  they  espied  two  ships 
to  the  eastward,  and  supposing  them  to  Be  English,  Captain  Tay- 
lor ordered  one  of  the  officers  of  Matrkra's  ship  to  communicate  to 
him  the  private  signals  between  the  company's  ships,  swearing,  that 
if  he  did  not  do  so  immediately,  he  would  cut  him  into  pound  pieces. 
But  the  poor  man  being  unable  to  give  the  information  demanded, 
he  was  under  the  necessity  of  enduring  their  threats..    Arrived  at 
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the  vessels,  they  found  that  they  were  two  Moorish  ships,  laden 
with  horses.  The  pirates  brought  the  captains  and  merchants  on 
board,  and  tortured  them  in  a  barbarous  manner,  to  constrain 
them  to  tell  where  they  had  hid  their  treasure.  They  were,  how- 
ever, disappointed,  and  the  next  morning  they  discovered  land, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  fleet  on  shore  plying  to  windward.  In  this 
situation  they  were  at  a  considerable  loss  how  to  dispose  of  their 
prises.  To  let  them  go,  would  lead  to  their  discovery,  and  thus 
defeat  the  design  of  their  voyage  ;  and  it  was  a  distressing  mat- 
ter to  sink  the  men  and  the  horses,  though  many  of  them  were 
for  adopting  that  measure.  They  however  brought  them  to  anchor, 
threw  all  her  sails  overboard,  and  cut  one  of  her  masts  half 
through. 

■ 

While  they  lay  at  anchor,  and  were  employed  in  taking  in  wa- 
ter, one  of-  the  above  mentioned  fleet  moved  towards  them  with 
English  colours,  and  was  answered  by  the  pirate  with  a  red  en- 
sign, bnt  they  did  not  hail  each  other.  At  night  they  left  the 
Muscat  ships,  and  Sailed  after  the  fleet.  A  boat  four  next  morn- 
ing, the  pirates  were  in  the  midst  of  the  fleet,  but  seeing  their 
vast  superiority,  they  were  greatly  at  a  loss  what  method  to 
adopt.  The  .Victory  was  become  leaky,  and  their  hands  were  so 
few  in  number,  that  it  only  remained  for  them  to  deceive,  if  pos- 
sible, the  English  squadron.  They  were  unsuccessful  in  gaining 
any  thing  out  of  that  fleet,  and  only  had  the  wretched  satisfaction  of 
burning  a  single  galley.  They  however  that  day  seized  a  galiot, 
loaded  with  cotton,,  and  made  enquiry  at  the  men  concerning  the 
fleet*  They  protested  that  they  had  not  seen  a  ship  since  they 
left  Gogo,  and  earnestly  implored  their  mercy  ;  but,  instead  of 
treating  them  with  lenity,  they  racked  their  joints,  in  order  to  ex- 
tort farther  confession.  The  day  following,  a  fresh  easterly  wind 
blew  hard,  and  rent  the  galiot's  sails .;  upon  this  the  pirates  pat 
her  company  into  a  boat,  with  nothing  but  a  try-sail,  no  provi- 
sions, and  only  four  gallons  of  water,  and,  though  they  were  eat 
of  sight  of  land,  left  them  to  shift  for  themselves. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  our  readers,  that  one  Angria,  an 
Indian  prince,  of  considerable  territory  aad  strength,  had  proved 
a  troublesome  enemy  to  Europeans,  and  particularly  to  the 
English.  CaHaba  is  his  principal  fort,  situated  not  many  leagues 
from  Bombay,  and  he  possesses  an  island  ia  jsight  of  the  port, 
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from  whence  he  molests  the  Company's  ships*  His  art  in  bribing 
the  ministers  of  the  great  Mogul,  and  the  shallowness  of  the  water, 
that  prevents  large  ships  of  war  from  approaching,  are  the  princi- 
pal  causes  of  his  safety. 

The  Bombay  fleet,  consisting  of  four  grabs,  the  London  and 
the  Candois,  apd  two  other  ships  with  galiot,  having  an  addi- 
tional thousand  men  on  board  for  this  enterprise,  sailed  to  attack 
a  fort  belonging  to  Angria  upon  the  Malabar  coast.  Though 
their  strength  was  great,  yet  they  were  totally  unsuccessful  in 
their  enterprise.  It  was  this  fleet  returning  home,  that  our  pirates 
discovered  upon  the  present  occasion.  Upon  the  sight  of  the  pi. 
rates,  the  Commodore  of  the  fleet,  intimated  to  Mr  Brown  the  ge- 
neral, that  as  they  had  no  orders  to  fight,  and  had  gone  upon  a  dif- 
ferent purpose,  it  would  be  improper  for  them  to  engage.  Inform- 
ed of  the  loss  of  this  favourable  opportunity  to  destroy  the  robbers, 
the  Governor  of  Bombay  was  highly  enraged,  and  giving  the  com. 
thand  of  the  fleet  to  Captain  Mackra,  ordered  him  to  pursue  and 
engage  them  wherever  they  should  be  found.    • 

The  pirates  having  barbarously  sent  away  the  galiot  with  her 
men,  they  arrived  southward,  and  between  Goa  and  Carwar  they 
heard  several  guns,  so  that  they  came  to  anchor,  and  sent  their 
boat  to  reconnoitre,  which  returned  next  morning  with  the  intel- 
ligence of  two  grabs  lying  at  anchor  in  the  road.  They  accor* 
dingly  weighed,  run  towards  the  bay,  and  in  the  morning  were 
discovered  by  the  grabs,  who  had  just  time  to  run  under  India- 
Diva  castle  for  protection.  This  was  the  more  vexatious  to  the 
pirates,  as  they  were  without  water ;  some  of  them,  therefore, 
were  for  making  a  descent  upon  the  island,  but  that  measure  not 
being  generally  approved,  they  sailed  towards  the  south,  and  took 
a  small  ship,  which  had  only  a  Dutch-man  and  two  Portuguese 
on  board.  They  sent  one  of  these  on  shore  to  the  Captain,  to  in* 
form  bim,  that  if  be  would  give  them  some  water  and  fresh  provi- 
sions, he  might  have  his  vessel  returned.  He  replied,  that  if  they 
would  give  him  possession  over  the  bar,  he  would  comply  with 
their  request.  But,  suspecting  the  integrity  of  his  design,  they7 
sailed  for  Lacca  Deva  islands,  uttering  dreadful  imprecations  against 
the  Captain* 

Disappointed  jn  finding  water  at  these  islands,  they  sailed  to 
MaUnda  island,  and  sent  their  boats  pn  shore,  to  discover  if  there 
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was -any  water,  or  if  there  were  any  inhabitants.  They  returned 
with  the  information,  that  there  was  abundance  of  water,  that  th# 
houses  were  only  inhabited  by  women  and  children,  the  men  hav- 
ing fled  at  the  appearance  of  the  ships.  They  accordingly  hasten- 
ed to  supply  themselves  with  water,  used  the  defenceless  women  i 
in  a  brutal  manner,  destroyed  many  of  their  fruit  trees,  and  set 
tome  of  their  houses  oh  fire. 

While  off  this  island,  they  lost  several  of  their  anchors  by  the 
tackiness  of  the  ground  ;  and  one  day  blowing  more  'violently 
than  usual,  they  were  forced  to  take  to  sea,  leaving  several  peo- 
pie  and  most  of  the  water  casks $  but  when  the  gale  was  over,  they 
returned  to  take  in  their  men  and  water.  Their  provisions  being 
nearly  exhausted,  they  resolved  to  visit  the  Dutch  at  Cochin.  Af- 
ter sailing  three  days$  they  arrived  off  Tellechery,  and  took  a  small 
vessel  belonging  to  Governor  Adams,  and  brought  the  master  on 
board,  very  mueh  intoxicated,  who  informed  them  of  the  expedi- 
tion of  Captain  Mackra.  This  intelligence  raised  their  utmost  in. 
dignation.  "  A  villian  !"  said  they,  "  to  whom  we  have  given  a 
Ship  and  presents,  to  come  against  us  5  he  ought  to  be  hanged  !  and 
since  we  cannot  shew  our  resentment  to  him5  let  us  hang  the  dogs 
lis  people,  who  wish  him  well,  and  would  do  the  same,  if  they 
were  clear."  "  If  it  be  in  my  power,*'  says  the  quarter-master, 
"  both  masters  and  officers  of  ships  shall  be  carried  with  us  for 
the  future,  only  to  plague  them.  Now,  England,  we  may  mark 
him  for  this.9' 

They  proceeded  to  Calicut,  and,  attempting  to  cut  out  a  ship,' 
were  prevented  by  some  guns  placed  upon  the  shore.  One  of 
Captain  Mackra's  officers  was  under  deck  at  this  time ;  and 
Was  commanded  both  by  the  captain  and  quarter-master,  to  tend 
the  braces  on  the  booms,  in  hopes  that  a  shot  would  take  hint 
before  they  got  clear.  He  was  about  to  have  excused  himself,  but 
they  threatened  to  shoot  him  $  and  when  he  expostulated,  and 
claimed  their  promise' to  put  him  on  shore,  he  got  an  unmerciful 
beating  from  the  quarter- master ;  Captain  Taylor,  to  whom  that 
doty  belonged,  being  lame  of  his  hands. 

The  day  following  they  met  a  Dutch  galiot,  loaded  with  lime- 
stone, bound  for  Calicut,  on  board  of  which  they  put  one  Cap* 
tain  Funks  ;  and  some  of  the  crew  interceding  for  MackrVs  offi. 
*er,  Taylor  and  his  party  replied,  "  If  we  let  this  dog  gOj  wh*fe* 
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Overheard  our  designs  and  resolutions,  we  will  overset  all  our  well 
advised  resolutions,  and  particularly., this  supply  we  are  seeking 
for  at  tbe  hands  of  the  Dutch." 

When  they  arrived  at  Cochin,  they  senAa  letter  on  shore  by  a 
fishing  boat,  entered  the  road,  and  anchored*,  each  ship  saluting 
the  fort  with  eleven  guns*  and  receiving  the  j^me  number  in  re- 
turn. This  was  the  token  of  their  welcome  reception,  and  at 
night  a  large  boat  was  sent$  deeply  laden  with. liquors  and  all 
kinds  of  provisions,  and  in  it  a  servant  of  John  Trumpet ,  one  of 
their  friends,  to  inform  them  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  them, 
to  run  farther  sorftb,  where  they  would  be"supplied  both  with  pro* 
visions  and  naval  stores* 

They  had  scarcely  anchored  at  the  appointed  place,  when  several 
canoes,  with  white  and  black  inhabitants,  came  on  board,  and  con  ti- 
nned,without  interruption,  to.  perform  all  the  good  offices  in  their 
power,  during  their  stay  in  that  place.  In  particular,'  John  Trum- 
pet brought  a  targe  boat  of  arrack,  and  sixty  bales  of  sugar,  as  a  pre- 
sent from  the  Governor  and  his  daughter..  The  one  receiving  a 
table. clock,  and  the  other  a  gold,  watch  j  the  spoil  of  Captain  Mac- 
kra's  vessel.  When  their  provisions  were  all  on  board,  Trum- 
pet was  rewarded  with  about  six  or  seven  thousand  pounds,  was 
saluted  with  three  cheers,  and  eleven  guns ;  and  several  handfuls  of 
silver  were  thrown  into  the  boat,  for  the  men  to  gather  at  pleasure; 

There  being  little  wind  that  night,  they  remained  at  anchor,  and 
in  the  morning  were  surprised  with  the  return  of  Trumpet,  bring* 
ing  another  boat  equally  well- stored  with  provisions,  with  chests, 
of  piece-goods  and  ready  made  clothes,  and  along  with  him  the 
fiscal  of  the  place.  At  noon  they  espied  a  sail  towards  the  south, 
and  immediately  gave  chace,  but  she  out. sailed  them,  and  shelter* 
ed  under  the  fort  of  Cochin.  Informed  that  they  would  not  be 
molested  in  taking  her  from  under  the  castle,  they  sailed  towards 
her,  but  upon  the  fort  firing  two  guns,  they  ran  off  for  fear  pf 
more  serious  altercation,  and  returning,  anchored  in  their  former 
Station.  They  were  too  welcome  visitants  to  be  permitted  to  depart, 
as  long  as  John  Trumpet  could  contrive  to  detain  them;  With  this 
view  he  informed  them,  that  in  a  few  days  a  rich  vessel,  command- 
ed by  the  General  of  Bombay's  brother,  was  to  pass  that  way. 

That  government  is  certainly  in  a  wretched  state,  which  is  un- 
4er  the  necessity  of  trading  with  pirates,  in  order  to  enrich  itself. 
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Nor  will  such  a  government  hesitate  by  what  means  an  injury  M 
be  repaired,  or  a  fortune  gained  Neither  can  language  describe 
the  low  and  base  principles  of  that  government  which  can  employ 
such  miscreants  as  John  Trumpet  in  its  service.  He  was  a  tool 
in  the  hands  of  the  government  of  Cochin  ;  and,  as  the  dog  said 
in  the  fable,  "  What  is  done  by  the  master's  orders,  is  the  mas. 
ter's  action." 

While  under  the  direction  of  Trumpet^  some  proposed  to  pro* 
ceed  directly  to  Madagascar,  but  others  were  disposed  to  wait  un- 
til they  should  be  provided  with  a  store  ship.  The  majority  being 
of  the  latter  opinion,  they  steered  to  the  south,  and  seeing  a  ship 
on  shore,  they  were  desirous  to  get  near  her,  but  the  Wind  pre* 
tenting,  they  separated  ^  the  one  sailing  northward  and  the  other 
southward,  in  hopes  of  securing  her  when  she  should  come  out, 
whatever  direction  she  might  take.     They  were  now,  however, 
almost  entrapped  in  the  snare  laid  for  them*    In  the  morning,  to 
their  astonishment  and  consternation,  instead  of  being  called  to 
give  chace,  five  large  ships  were  near,  who  made  a  signal  for  the 
pirates  to  bear  down.     The  pirates  were  in  the  greatest  dread 
lest  it  should  be  Captain  Mackra,  of  whose  activity  and  courage 
they  had  formerly  sufficient  proof.     The  pirate  ships,'  however, 
joined  and  tied  with  all  speed  from  the  fleet.     In  three  boon 
chace  none  of  the  fleet  gained  upon  them,  except  one  grab.    The 
remainder  of  the  day  was  calm,  and,  to  their  great  consolation, 
the  next  day  this  fleet  was  entirely  out  of  sight. 

This  alarm  being  over,  they  resolved  to  spend  the  Christmas 
in  feasting  and  mirth,  in  order  to  drown  care,  and  to  banish 
tboughtfulness*  Nor  did  one  day  suffice,  but  they  continued  their 
revelling  for  several  da^s,  and  made  so  free  with  their  fresh  pro- 
visions, that  in  their  next  cruize  they  were  put  upon  short  al- 
lowance ;  and  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  sugar  and  other  pro- 
visions that  were  in  the  leaky  ship  that  they  were  preserved  from 
perishing. 

In  this  condition  they  reached  the  island  of  Mauritius,  refitted 
the  Victory,  and  left  that  place  with  the  following  inscrip* 
tion  written  upon  one  of  the  walls,  "  Left  this  place  on  the  5th 
of  April,  to  go  to  Madagascar  for  Limos."  This  they  did  lest 
any  visit  should  be  paid  to  the  place  during  their  absence* 
They,  however,  did  not  sail  directly  for  Madagascar,  but  to  At 
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Island  of  Mascarius,  where  they  fortunately  fell  in  with  a  Portu- 
guese of  seventy  guns,  lying  at  anchor.    The  greater  part  of  her 
guns  were  thrown  over-board,  her  masts-lost,  and  the  whole  ves- 
sel disabled  by  a  storm  ;  therefore  she  became  an  easy  prey  to  the 
pirates.     Conde  de  Ericeira,  Viceroy  of  Goa,  who  went  upon  the 
.  fruitless  expedition  against  Angria  the  Indian,  and  several  pas- 
sengers^ were  on  board.     Besides  other  valuable  articles  and 
specie,  they  found  in  her  diamonds  to  the  amount  of  four  millions 
of  dollars.     Supposing  that  the  ship  was  an  Englishman^  the 
Viceroy  came  on  board  next  morning,  was  made  prisoner,  and 
obliged  to  pay  two  thousand  dollars  as  a  ransom  for  himself  and 
the  other  prisoners*    After  this  he  was  set  a-shore,  with  the  ex- 
press engagement  to  leave  a  ship  to  convey  him  and  his  com* 
^anions  to  another  port. 

Meanwhile  they  received  the  intelligence  that  a  vessel  was  t6 
the  leeward  of  the  island,  which  they  pursued  and  captured.  But, 
instead  of-  performing  their  promise  to  the  Viceroy,  which  thejf 
could  easily  have  done,  they  sent  the  Oitender  along  with  some  of 
their  uren  to  Madagascar,  to  inform  their  friends  of  their  success, 
With  instructions  to  prepare  masts  for  the  prize  ;  and  they  soon 
followed,  carrying  two  thousand  negroes  in  the  Portuguese  vessel;  \ 

Madagascar  is  an  island  larger  than  Great  Britain,  situated  up- 
on the  eastern  coast  of  Africa,  abounding  with  all  sorts  of  provi- 
sions, such  as  oxen,  goats,  sheep,  poultry,  fish,  citrons,  oranges^ 
tamarinds,  dates,  cocoa-nuts,  'bananas,  Wax,  honey,  rice,  cot- 
ton, indigo,  and  all  the  other  fruits  common  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe ;  ebony,  of  Which  lances  are  made,  gums  of  several  kinds, 
and  many  other  valuable  productions.  The  locusts  on  land,'  and 
the  crocodiles  in  the  river,  form  the  principal  inconvenience  that 
the  inhabitants  experience.  Here,  in  St  Augustine's  bay,  the 
ships  sometimes  stop  to  take  in  water,  when  they  take  the  inner 
passage  to  India,  and  do  not  intend  to  stop  at  Johanna. 

Though  they  are  still  few  in  number,  compared  to  the  natives^ 
'  yet  the  Europeans;  and  particularly  the  pirates,  have  reared  a 
mulatto  race  since  the  discovery  of  this  island  by  the  Portuguese 
in  1500.  The  natives  are  negroes,  with  short  curled  hair,  active, 
and  formerly  malicious  and  revengeful,  but,  on  account  of  the  pre- 
sents they  are  accustomed  td  receive,  they  aire  become  ttactable 
*ad  communicative.    They  live  in  terms  of  friendship  with  tmtf 
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Europeans  who  reside  amongst  them,  and  the  latter  can,  on  ft 
minute's  warning,  muster  two  or  three  hundred.  The  Datives 
find  it  their  interest  to  cultivate  their  friendship,  because  they  are 
divided  into  small  governments,  who  carry  on  a  continued  war 
with  each  other,  so  that  the  pirates  render  the  party  with  whom 
they  join,  always  victorious.  When  the  Portuguese  ship  arrived  here, 
they  received  the  intelligence  that  the  Ostender  had  taken  the 
advantage  of  an  hour  when  the  men  were  intoxicated,  rose  upon 
them,  and  carried  the  ship  to  Mozambique,  from  whence  the 
governor  ordered  her  to  Goa. 

The  pirates  now  divided  their  plunder,  receiving  forty-twii 
diamonds  per  man,  or  in  smaller  proportion  according  to  their 
magnitude.  A  foolish  jocular  fellow,  who  had  received  a  large 
diamond  of  the  value  of  forty. two,  was  highly  displeased,  and  so 
went  and  broke  it  in  pieces,  exclaiming,  that  he  had  many  more 
shares  than  either  of  them.  Some,  contented  with  their  treasure, 
fend  unwilling  to  run  the  risk  of  losing  what  they  possessed,  and* 
perhaps  their  lives  also,  resolved  to  remain  with  their  friend*  at 
Madagascar,  under  the  stipulation,  that  the  longest  livers  should 
enjoy  all  the  booty.  The  number  of  adventurers  being  now  les- 
sened, they  burnt  the  Victory,  cleaned  the  Cassandra,  and  the  re* 
mainder  went  on  board  her  under  the  command  of  Taylor,  whom 
we  must  leave  for  a  little,  to  give  an  account  of  that  squadron  that 
arrived  in  India  in  1721. 

9 

When  the  commodore  arrived  at  the  Cape,  he  received  a  let* 
ter  that  had  been  written  by  the  governor  of  Pondicherry  to  the 
governor  of  Madras,  informing  him,  that  the  pirates  were  strong  in 
the  Indian  seas ;  that  they  had  eleven  sail,  and  fifteen  hundred  men  ; 
but  adding,  that  many  of  them  retired  about  that  time  to  Brazil 
and  Guinea,  while  others  fortified  themselves  at  Madagascar, 
Mauritius,  Johanna,  and  Mohilla.  And  that  a  crew  under  the 
command  of  Con  din,  in  a  ship  called  the  Dragon,  had  captured  a 
vessel  with  thirteen  lacks  of  rupees  on  board,  and  having  divid- 
ed their  plunder,  they  had  taken  up  their  residence  with  their 
friends  at  Madagascar. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  Commodore  Matthews  sailed 
for  these  islands,  as  the  most  probable  place  of  success  Heendea* 
Toured  irft  dec tu ally  to  prevail  on  England  at  St  Mary's,  to  conn 
municate  to  him  what  information  he  could  give  respecting  the  pi. 
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rates.  .  But  the  pirate  declined,  thinking  that  this  would  be  al- 
most to  surrender  at  discretion.  He  then  took  up  the  guns  of 
the  Jubilee  sloop  that  were  on  board,  aud  the  men. of. war  made  se- 
Teral  cruizes  in  search  of  the  pirates,  but  to  no  purpose.  The 
squadron  was  then  sent  down  to  Bombay, — was  saluted  by  the 
port,  and  after  these  exploits  returned  home. 

The  pirate  Captain  Taylor,  in  the  Cassandra,  now  fitted  up  the 
Portuguese  man-of-war,  and  resolved  upon  another  voyage  to 
tjie  Indies ;  but,  informed  that  four  men  of  war  had  been  sent  af- 
ter the  pirates  in  that  quarter,  he  changed  his  determination,  and 
sailed  for  Africa.  Arrived  there,  they  put  in  at  a  place  near  the 
river  Spirito  Sancto  on  the  coast  of  Monoinotapa.  As  there  was 
bo  correspondence  by  land,  nor  any  trade  carried  on  by  sea  to  this 
place,  they  thought  that  it  would  afford  a  safe  retreat.  .  To  their 
astonishment,  however,  when  they  approached  the  shore,  it  being 
in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  they  were  accosted  by  several  shot. 
They. immediately  anchored,  and  in  the  morning  saw  that  the  shot 
had  come  from  a  small  fort;  of  six  guns,  which  they  attacked  and 
destroyed. 

,  This  small  fort  was  erected  by  the  Dutch  East  India  Company 
a  few  weeks  before,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  an  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  the  one  half  of  whom  had  perished  by  sickness  or  other 
causes.  Upon  their  petition,  sixteen  of  these  were  admitted  into 
th*  society  of  the  pirates,  and  the  rest  would  also  have  been  re. 
ceived,  had  they  not  been  Dutchmen,  to  whom  they  had  a  rooted 
aversion. 

In  this  place,  they  continued  during  four  months,  refitting  their 
vessels,  and  amusing  themselves  with  all  manner  of  diversions,  un. 
til  the  scarcity  of  their  provisions  awakened  them  to  industry  and 
exertion  They,  however,  left  several  parcels  of  goods  to  the 
starving  Dutchmen,  which  Mynheer  joyfully  exchanged  for  provi- 
sions with  the  next  vessel  that  touched  at  that  fort. 

Leaving  that  place,  they  were  divided  in»opinion  what  course  to 
steer  ;  some  went  on  board  the  Portuguese  prize,  and,  sailing  for 
Madagascar,  abandoned  the  pirate  lite  ;  and  others  going  on  board 
the  Cassandra,  sailed  for  the  Spanish  West  Indies  The  Mer- 
tnaid  man  of  war,  returning  from  a  convey,  got  near  the  pirates, 
and  would  have  attacked  them,  but  a  consultation  being  held,  it 
was  deemed  inexpedient,  and  thus,  the  pirates  escaped.    A  sloop 
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was  however  dispatched  to  Jamaica  with  the  intelligence,  and  the 
Lancaster  was  sent  after  them,  bnt  they  were  some  days  too  late, 
the  pirates  having,  with  all  their  riches,  surrendered  to  the  go. 
pernor  of  Portobello. 

Calming  their  consciences,  that  others  would  have  acted  a  «• 
milar  part,  without  the  least  remorse,  they  took  up  their  residence 
here,  to  spend  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  living  upon  the  spoil 
of  nations.  Nor  can  the  reflection  be  restrained,  that  if  they  had 
known  what  was  transacting  in  England  by  South-sea  Directors, 
€hey  would  at  least  have  had  one  proof  to  adduce,  u  that  whatever 
robberies  they  had  committed,  they  might  be  pretty  sure  tljat  they 
were  not  the  greatest  villains  then  living  in  the  world." 

It  is  difficult  to  compute  the  injury  done  by  this  crew  daring 
five  years.  '  Whether  to  gratify  their  humour,  to  prevent  intelli- 
gence, or.  for  the  want  of  men  to  navigate,  or  from  the  brave  re. 
sistance  made,  or  from  wanton  folly  and  barbarity,  the  moment 
{he  resolution  was  formed,  the  vessels  they  captured,  were  fre- 
quently sent  to  the  bottom.  After  their  surrender  to  the  Spa* 
niards,  several  of  them  left  that  place,  and  it  is  reported  that 
Captain  Taylor  accepted  of  *  commission  in  the  Spanish  service, 
and  commanded  the  man-of-war  that  attacked  the  English  log  woo4 
cutters  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras. 


CAPTAIN   CHARLES    VANE. 

Charles  Vane  was  one  of  those  who  stole  away  the  silvejr 
^rhich  the  Spaniards  had  fished  up  from  the  wrecks  of  the  galleons, 
in  the  Gulph  of  Florida,  and  was  at  Providence  when  Governor 
Rogers  arrived  there  with  two  men-of-war,  as  the  reader  has  beefl 
Informed.   , 

All  the  pirates  who  were  then  found  at  this  colony  of  rognei, 
submitted,  and  received  certificates  of  their  pardon,  except  Cap. 
tain  Vane  and  his  crew ;  who,  as  soon  as  they  taw  the  men-of- 
war  enter,  slippecl  their  cable,  set  fire  to  a  prize  thej  had  in  the 
tarbour,  sailed  out  with  their  piratical  colours  flying,  and  fired  at 
US?  ?f  tte  men.of.war,  m  they  went  off  from  the  coast. 
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Two  days  after  they  met  with  a  sloop  belonging  to  Barbadoes, 
which  they  took,  and  kept  the  vessel  for  their  own  use,  patting 
aboard  ive  and  twenty  hands,  with  one  Yeats  as  commander*  In 
a  day  or  two  they  fell  in  with  a  small  interloping  trader,  with  a 
quantity  of  Spanish  pieces  of  eight  a- board,  bound  for  Provi- 
dence, which  they  also  took  along  with  them.  With  these  two 
sloops,  Vane  went  to  a  small  island  and  cleaned ;  where  they  shar- 
ed tbeir  booty,  and  spent  some  time  in  a  riotous  manner. 

About  the  latter  end  of  May  1718,  they  sailed,  and  being  in 
want  of  provisions,  they  beat  up  for  the  windward  islands  ;  in  the 
way  they  met  with  a  Spanish  sloop,  bound  from  Porto  Rico  to  the 
Havanna,  wKich  they  burnt,  stowed  the  Spaniards  into  a  boat,  and 
left  them  to  get  to  the  island  by  the  blaze* of  their  vessel.  Steering 
between  St  Christopher's  and  Anguilla,  they  fell  in  withabrigan- 
tine  and  a  sloop,  freighted  with  such  cargo  as  they  wanted  ;  from 
whom  they  got  provisions  for  sea-store. 

Sometime  after  this,  standing  to  the  northward,  in  the  track 
.  the  Old  England  ships  take  in  their  voyage  to  the  American  co- 
lonies,  they  took  several  ships  and  vessels,  which  they  plundered 
of  what  they  thought  fit,  and  let  them  pass. 

The  latter  end  of  August,  Vane,  with  his- consort  Yeats,  came 
off  South  Carolina,  and  took  a  ship  belonging  to  Ipswich,  laden 
with  logwood.  This  was  thought  convenient  enough  for  their  own 
business,  and  therefore  they  ordered  their  prisoners  to  work,  and 
throw  all.  the  lading  over-board  ;  but  when  they  had  more  than 
half  cleared  the  ship,  the  whim  changed,  and  they  would  not  have 
her ;  so  Coggershall  had  his  ship  again,  and  he  was  suffered  to 
pursue  his  voyage  home.  In  this  voyage  the  pirates  took  several 
ships  and  vessels,  particularly  a  sloop  from  Barbadoes,  a  small  ship 
from  Antegoa,  a  sloop  belonging  Curacco,  and  a  large  brigantine 
from  Guinea,  with  upwards  of  ninety  negroes  a. board.  The  pi- 
rates  plundered  them  all  and  let  them  go,  putting  the  negroes  out 
of  the  brigantine  a. board  of  Yeats'  vessel. 

Captain  Vane  always .  treated  his  consort  with  very  little  re- 
spect, and  assumed  a  superiority  over  him  and  his  crew,  regard- 
ing the  vessel  but  as  a  tender  to  his  own  :  This  gave  them  a  dis- 
gust ;  for  they  thought  themselves  as  good  pirates,  and  as  great 
rogues  as  the  best  of  them ;  so  they  caballed  together,  and  re* 
solved,  the  first  opportunity,  to  leave  the  company,  and  accept  a 
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bis  Majesty's  pardon,  or  set  up  for  themselves ;  either  of  which 
they  thought  more  honourable  than  to  be  servants  to  Vane  :  The 
putting  Aboard  vso  many  negroes,  where  there  were  so  few  hands 
to  take  care  of  them,  still  aggravated  the  matter,  though  they 
thought  fit  to  conceal  or  stitle  their  resentments  at  that  time. 

In  a  day  or  two,  the  pirates  lying  off  at  anchor,  Yeats  in  the 
evening  slipped  his  cable,  and  put  his  vessel  under  sail,  standing 
into  the  shore  ;  which  when  Vane  saw,  he  was  highly  provoked, 
and  got  his  sloop  under  sail  to  chace  his  consort.  Vane's  brigan- 
tine  sailing  best,  Tie  gained  ground  of  Yeats,  and  would  certainly 
have  come  up  with  him,  had  he  had  a  little  longer  run  ;  but  just 
as  he  got  over  the  bar,  when  Vane  came  within  gunshot  of  him, 
he  fired  a  broadside  at  his  old  friend,  and  so.took  his  leave. 

Yeats  came  into  iNorth  Editto  river,  about  ten  leagues  to  the 
southward  of  Charlestown,  and  sent  an  express  to  the  governor, 
to  know  if  he  and  his  comrades  might  have  the  benefit  of  his 
Majesty's  pardon  ;  promising  that,  if  they  might,  they  would  tar- 
render  themselves  to  his  mercy,  with  the  sloops  and  negroes. 
Their  request  being  granted,  the}  all  came  up,  and  received  cer- 
tificates ;  and  Captain  Thomson,  from  whom  the  negroes  were 
I  taken,  had  them  all  restored  to  him,  for  the  use  of  his  owners. 

Vane  cruised  sometime  off  the  bar,  in  hopes  to  catch  Yeats  at 
'  his  coming  out  again,  but  therein  he  was  disappointed  ;  however, 
he  there  took  two  ships  from  Charlestown,  which  were  bound  home 
to  England.     It  happened  just  at  this  time,  that  two  sloops  well- 
manned  and  armed,  were  equipped  to  go  after  a  pirate,  which  the 
governor  of  South   Carolina  was  informed  lay  then  in  Cape  Fear 
River,  cleaning  :   But  Colonel  Rhet  *who  commanded  the  sloops, 
meeting  with  one  of  the  ships  that  Vane  had  plundered,  going 
back  over  the  bar  for  such  necessaries  as  had  been   taken  from 
her ;  and  she  giving  the  colonel  an  account  of  being  taken  by  the 
pirate  Vane,  and  also,  that  some  of  her  men,  while  they  were  pri-. 
soners  on  board  of  him,  had  heard  the  pirates  say  they  should 
clean  in  one  of  the  rivers  to  the  southward ;  he  altered  his  first  de- 
sign, and,  instead  of  standing  to  the  northward,  in  pursuit  of- the 
pirate  in  Cape  Fear  River,  he  turned  to  the  southward  after 
"Vane,  who  had  ordered  such  reports  to  be  given  out,  on  purpose 
to  send  any  force  that  should  come  after  him  upon  a  wrong  scent; 
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for  be  stood  away  to  the  northward,  so  that  the  pursuit  proved  to 
be  of  no  effect. 

•  Colonel  Rhet's  speaking  with  this  ship,  was  the  most  unlucky 
thing  that  could  have  happened,  because  it  turned  him  out  of  the 
road  which,  in  all  probability,  would  have  brought  him  into  the 
company  of  Vane,  as  well  as  of  the  pirate  he  went  after,  and  so 
they  might  have  been  both  destroyed  ;  whereas,  by  the  colonel's 
going  a  different  way,  he  not  only  lost  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
with  one,  but  if  the  other  had  not  been  infatuated  to  lie  six  weeks 
together  at  Cape  Fear,  he  would  have  missed  him  likewise  ;  how. 
ever,  the  colonel  having  searched  the  rivers  and  inlets,  as  directed, 
for  several  days  without  success,  he  at  length  sailed  in  prosecution 
of  his  first  design,  and  met  with  the  pirate  accordingly,  whom  he 
fought  and  took,  as  has  been  before  related  in  the  life  of  Major 
Ponnet. 

Captain  Vane  went  into  an  inlet  to  the  northward,  where  he 
jnet  with  Captain  Teach,  otherwise  Blackbeard,  whom  he  saluted 
(when/ he  found  who  he  was)  with  his  great  guns  loaded  with  shot; 
It  being  the  custom  among  pirates  when  they  meet  to  do  so,  though, 
they  are  wide  of  one  another,  or  up  into  the  air  :  Blackbeard  an. 
s  we  red  the  salute  in  the  same  manner,  and  mutual  civilities  passed 
between  them  some  days,  when  about  the  beginning  of  October 
Vane  took  leave,  and. sailed  further  to  the  northward. 

On  the'  23d  of  October,  off  Long  Island,  he  took  a  small  bri. 
gantine  bound  from  Jamaica  to  Salem  in  New  England,  besides 
a  little  sloop ;  they  rifled  the  brigantine,  and  sent  her  away.  From 
hence  they  resolved  on  a  cruise  between  Cape  Meise  and  Cape 
Nicholas,  where  they  spent  some  time,  without  seeing  or  speaking 
with  any  vessel,  till  the  latter  end  of  November ;  they  then  fell  in 
with  a' ship,  which,  it  was  expected,  would  have  struck  as  soon  as 
their  black  colours  were  hoisted  ;   but,  instead  of  that,  she  dis. 
charged  a  broadside  upon  the  pirate,  and  hoisted  French  colours,' 
which  "shewed  her  to  be  a   French  man-of-war.     Vane  desired 
'   to  have  nothing  further  to  say  to  her,  but  trimmed  his  sail?,  and 
stood  away  from  the  Frenchman;  however,  Monsieur  having  a  mind 
to  be  better  informed  who  ne  was,  set  all  his  sails  and  crowded  af- 
ter him.     During  this  chace  the  pirates  were  divided  in  their  re« 
solutions  what  to  do  :  Vane,*  the  Captain,  was  for  making  off  as 
fast  as  he  could,  alleging  the  man-of-war  was  too  strong  for  them 
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to  cope  with  ;  but  one  John  Rackam,  their  quarter- master,  ami 
who  was  a  kind  of  check  upon  the  captain,  rose  up  in  defence  of 
a  contrary  opinion,  saying,  u  That  though  she  had  more  guos, 
and  a  greater  weight  of  metal,  they  might  board  her,  and  then  the 
best  boys  would  carry  the  day."  Rackam  was  well  seconded,  and 
the  majority  was  for  boarding  ;  but  Vane  urged,  "  That  it  was 
too  rash  and  desperate  an  enterprise,  the  man. of- war  appearing 
to  be  twice  that  force,  end  that  their  brigantine  might  be  sunk  by 
her  before  they  could  reach  to  board  her.  The  mate,  one  Robert 
Deal9  was  of  Yang's  opinion,  as  were  about  fifteen  more,  and  all 
the  rest  joined  with  Rackam  the  quarter. master.  At  length  the 
captain  made  use  of  his  power  to  determine  this  dispute,  which,  in 
these  cases  is  absolute  and  uncontroulable,  by  their  own  laws,  viz, 
fighting,  chasing ^  or  being  chased 9  in  all  other  matters  whatso- 
ever he  is  governed  by  a  majority  :  So  the  brigantine  having  the 
heels,  as  they  term  it,  of  the  Frenchman,  she  came  clear  off. 

But,  the  next  day,  the  Captain's  behaviour  was  obliged  to 
stand  the  test  of  a  vote,  and  a  resolution  passed  against  bis  honour 
and  dignity,  which  branded  him  with  the  name  of  cowardr  de- 
posed him  from  the  command,  and  turned  him  out  of  the  company, 
with  marks  of  infamy ;  and  with  him  went  all  those  who  did  not 
vote  for  boarding  the  French  man-of-war.  They  had  with  them 
a  small  sloop,  that  had  been  taken  by  them  some  time  before, 
which  they  gave  to  Vane  and  the  discarded  members ;  and,  that 
they  might  be  in  a  condition  to  provide  for  themselves  by  their 
own  honest  endeavours,  they  let  them  have  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
provisions  pnd  ammunition. 

John  Rackam  was  voted  captain  of  the  brigantine  in  Vane's 
room,  and  he  proceeded  towards  the  Caribbee  Islands  ;  where  we 
must  leave  him,  till  we  have  finished  our  story  of  Charles  Vane. 

The  sloop  sailed  for  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and  Vane  and  his 
crew  put  her  in  as  good  a  condition  as  they  could  by  the  way, 
that  they  might  follow  their  old  trade.  They  cruized  two  or  three 
days  off  the  north. west  part  of  Jamaica,  and  took  a  sloop  and  two 
pettiagas,  all  the  men  of  which  entered  with  them :  The  sloop 
they  kept,  and  Robert  Deal  was  appointed  Captain. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  the  two  sloops  came  into  the  bay, 
where  they  found  only  one  vessel  at  anchor.  She  was  called 
the  Fearl  of  Jamaica,  which  got  under  sail  at  the  sight  of  them* 
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but  the  pirate  sloops  coming  near  Rowland,  and  shewing  no  co- 
lours, lie  gave  them  a  gnn  or  two,  whereupon  they  hoisted  the 
black  flag,  and  fired  three  guns  each  at  the  Pearl.  She  struck, 
and  the  pirates  took  possession,  and  carried  her  away  to  a  email 
island  called  Barnacho,  where  they  cleaned.  By  the  way  they 
met  with  a  sloop  from  Jamaica,  as  she  was  going  down  to  thb 
bay,  -which  they  also  took* 

In  February,  Vane  sailed  from  Barnacho,  in  order  for  a 
erutze ;  bat  some  days  after  he  was  out,  a  violent  tornado  over- 
took him,  which  separated  him  from  his  consort,  and,  after  two 
days  distress,  threw  his  ploop  npon  a  small  uninhabited  island, 
near  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  where  she  was  stared  to  pieces,  and 
most  of  her  men  were  drowned :  Vane  himself  was  saved,  but  re* 
dnced  to  great  straits  for  want  of  necessaries,  having  no  oppor- 
tunity to  get  any  thing  from  the  wreck.  He  lived  here  some 
weeks,  and  was  supported,  chiefly  by  fishermen,  who  frequented 
the  island  with  small  craft  from  the  main,  to  catch  turtles  and 
pther  fish.  • 

*  

While  Vane  was  upon  this  island,  a  ship  put  In  there  from  Ja- 
maica for  water,  the  captain  of  which)  one  Holford,  an  old  buc- 
caneer, happened  to  be  Vane's  acquaintance ;  he  thought  this  a 
good  opportunity  to  get  off,  and  accordingly  he  applied  to  his  old 
friend  ;    but  Holford  absolutely  refused  hiro,    saying  to  him, 
**  CharleB,  I  shan't  trust  you  a.board  my  ship,  unless  I  carry 
you  as  a  prisoner ;  for  I  shall  have  you  caballing  with  my  men, 
knock  me  on  the  head,  and  run  away  with  my  ship  aspirating." 
Vane  made  all  the  protestations  of  honour  in  the  world  to  him ; 
but  it  seems  Captain  Holford  was  too  intimately  acquainted  with? 
him,  to  repose  any  confidence  at  all  in  his  words  or  oaths.    He 
told  him,  ((  He  might  easily  find  a  way  to  get  off,  if  he  had  a  mind 
to  it :  I  am  now  going  down  the  bay,"  says  he,  "  and  shall  re* 
turn  hither  in  about  a  month  ;  and  if  I  find  you  upon  the  island 
when  I  come  back,  I'll  carry  you  to  Jamaica,  and  there  hang 
you."    "  Which  way  can  I  get  away  ?"  Answers  Vane.    "  Are 
there  not  fishermen's  dories  upon  the  beach  ?  Can't  you  take  one 
of  them?"    Replies  Holford.     "What!"   says  Vane,  "would 
yon  have  me  steal  a  dory,  then  ?"  u  Do  you  make  it  a  matter  of 
conscience  ?"  said  Holford,  Si  to  steal  a  dory,  when  you  have 
{feen  a  common  robber  and  pirate,  stealing  ships  and  cargoes,  and 
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plundering  all  mankind  that  fell  in  yonr  way  ?  Stay  there,  if  you 
are  so  squeamish  :*'  And  he  left  him  to  consider  of  the  matter* 
.  After  Captain  Holford's  departure,  another  ship  put  into  the 
same* island,  in  her  way  home,  for  water  ;  none  of  the  company 
knowing  Vane,  he  easily  passed  for  another  man,   and  so  was 
shipped  for  the  voyage.     One  would  be  apt  to  think  that  Vane 
was  now  pretty  safe,  and  likely  to  escape  the  fate  which  his  crimes 
bad  merited ;  but  here  a  cross  accident  happened  that  ruined  all : 
Holford,  returning  from  the  bay,  was  met  with  by  this  ship,  and 
the  Captains  being  very  well  acquainted  together,  Holford  was 
invited  to  dine  aboard  of  him,  which  he  did  ;  as  he  passed  along 
to  -the  cabin,  he  chanced  to  cast  his  eye  down  into  the  hold,  and 
there  saw  Charles  Vane  at  work  :   He  immediately  spoke  to  the 
Captain,  saying,    "Do  you  know  who  you  have  got  aboard 
there  ?"  "  Why,"  says  he,  "  1  have  shipped  a  man  at  such  an 
island,  who  was  there  cast  away  in  a  trading  sloop,  and  he  seems 
to  be  a  brisk  hand.     "  I  tell  you,"  says  Captain  Holford,  "  it 
is  Vane,  the  notorious  pirate."     "  if  it  be  rum,"  replies  the 
other,  "  I  wont  keep  him  :"  "  Why  then,"  says  Holford,   "  Til 
send  and  take  him  aboard,  and  surrender  him  at  Jamaica."  This 
being  agreed  to,  Captain  Holford,   as  soon  as' he  returned  to  his 
ship,  sent  his  boat  with  his  mate,   armed,  who  coming  to  Vane, 
shewed  him  a  pistol,  and  told  him,  He  was  his  prisoner  ;  no  man 
opposing,  he  was  brought  aboard,  and  put  into  irons  ;  and  when 
Captain  Holford  arrived  at  Jamaica,  he  delivered  his  pid  acquain- 
tance into  the  hands  of  justice,  at  which  place  he  was  tried,  con- 
victed, and  executed,  as  was,  some  time  before,  Vane's  consort, 
Robert  Deal,  who  was  brought  thither  by  one  of  the  men.of-war. 
Thus  we  may  see  how  little  ancient  friendship  will  avail  a  great 
villian,   when  he  is  deprived  of  the  power  that  had  before  sup- 
ported him,  and  made  him  formidable. 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  RACKAM. 

Tins  John  Rackam,  as  has  been  reported  in  the  foregoing 
pages,  was  quarter-master  to  Vane's  company,  till  the  crew  wers 
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divided,  and  Vane  turned  out  of  it,  for  refusing  to  board  the 
French  man-of-war ;  in  his  room  Rackam  was  voted  captain  of 
the  division  that  remained  in  the  brigantine.  The  24th  of  No-- 
vember  1718,  was  the  first  day  of  his  command,  bis  first  cruize  was 
among  the  Car  rib  bee  Islands,  where  he  took  and  plundered  seve- 
ral vessels,. 

We  have  already  taken  notice,  that  when  Captain  Woods  Ro- 
gers went  to  the  Island  of  Provide  nee,  with  the  King's  pardon  to 
such  of  the  pirates  as  should  surrender,  this  brigantine,  which  Rac« 
kam  now  commanded,  made  its  escape  through  another  passage  r 
bidding  defiance  to  the  mercy  that  was  offered. 

To  the  windward  <»f  Jamaica,  a  Madeira  man  fell  into  the  pi. 
rates'  way,  which  they  detained  two  or  three  days,  till  they  had, 
their  market  out  of  her,  and  then  they  gave  her  back  to  the  mas*. 
ter,  and  permitted  one  Hosea  Tidsel,  a  tavern-keeper  at' Jamai- 
ca, who  -had  been  picked  up  in  one  of  their  prizes,,  to  depart  in 
her,  she  being  bound  for  that  island* 

After  this  cruize,  they  went  into  a  small  island,  and  cleaned, 
and  spent  their  Christmas  ashore,  drinking  and  carousing  as  long 
as  they  had  any  liquor  left,  and  then  they  went  to  sea  again  for 
more  :  they  succeeded  but  too  well,  though  they  took  no  extraor- 
dinary prisfe  for  above  two  months,  except  a  ship  laden  with  con*. 
victs  from  Newgate,  bound  for  the  plantations,  which  in  a  few 
days  was  re-taken,  with  all  her  cargo,  by  an  -English  man-of-war 
that  was  stationed  in  those  seas. 

Rackam  stood  towards  the  island  of  Bermudas,  and  took  a  ship 
feound  to  England  from  Carolina,  and  a  small  pink  from  New- Eng- 
land, both  which  he  brought  to  the  Bahama  islands,  where,  with 
the  pitch,  tar,  and  stores,  they  cleaned  again,  and  refitted  their 
own  vessel ;  but  staying  too  long  in  that  neighbourhoud, -Captain 
Rogers,  who  was  governor  of  Providence,  hearing  of  these  ships 
being  taken,  sent  out  a  sloop  well  manned  and  armed,  which  re* 
took  both,  the  prizes,  though  in  the  mean  white  the  pirate  had  th*. 
good  fortune  to  escape. 

From  henc  they  sailed  to  the  Back  of  Cuba,  where  Rackam 
kept  a  little  kind  of  a  family  ;  at  which  place  they  staid  a  consi- 
derable time,  living  ashore  with  their  pelilahs,  till  their  money, 
and  provisions  were  expended,  and  they  concluded  it  time  to  look; 
out  for  more.    They  repaired  their  vessel,  and  were  making  rea- 
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dyto  put  to  sea,  when  a  guard*  de  costa  came  in  with  a  small 
English  sloop;  which  she  had  taken  as  an  interloper  on  the  Coast. 
The  Spanish  gnardship  attacked  the  pirate,  bat  Rackam  being 
close  in  behind  a  little  island,  she  could  do  bat  little  execution 
where  she  lay  ;  therefore,  the  Dons  warped  into  the  Channel  that 
evening,  in  order  to  make  sore  of  her  the  next  morning.  Rackam, 
finding  his  case  desperate,  and  that  there  was  hardly  anj  possibi- 
lity of  escaping,  resolved  to  attempt  the  following  enterprise:  The 
Spanish  prize  lying  for  better  security  close  into  the  land,  between 
the  little  island  and  the  Main,  our  desperado  takes  his  crew  into 
the  boat,  with  their  cutlasses,  rounds  the  little  island,  and  falls 
aboard  their  prize  silently,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  without  being 
discovered,  telling  the  Spaniards  that  were  aboard  her,  that.  If  they 
spoke  a  word,  or  made  the  least  noise,  they  were  all  dead  men  ; 
and  so  they  became  masters  of  her.  When  this  was  done,  he  slipt 
her  cable,  and  drove  out  to  sea :  The  Spanish  man-of-war  was  so 
intent  upon  their  expected  prize,  that  they  minded  nothing  else, 
and  as  soon  as  day  broke,  they  made  a  furious  fire  upon  the  empty 
sloop  j  but  it  was  not  long  before  they  were  rightly  apprized  of 
the  matter,  when  they  cursed  themselves  sufficiently  for  a  company 
of  fools,  to  be  bit  out  of  a  good  rich  prize,  as  she  proved  to  be, 
and  to  have  nothing  but  an  old  crazy  hull  in  the  room  of  her. 

Rackam  and  his  crew  had  no  occasion  to  be  displeased  at  the 
exchange,  as  it  enabled  them  to  continue  some  time  longer  in  a 
way  of  life  that  suited  their  depraved  tempers.  In  August  1720. 
we  find  him  at  sea  again,  scouring  the  harbours  and  inlets  of  the 
north  and  west  parts  of  Jamaica,  where  he  took  several  small 
craft,  which  proved  no  great  booty  to  the  rovers ;  but  they  had 
but  few  men,  and,  therefore,  they  were  obliged  to  run  at  low 
game,  till  they  could  encrease  their  company  and  their  strength. 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  they  took  seven  or  eight  fish- 
ing-boats in  Harbour  island,  stole  their  nets  ando  ther  tackle,  and 
then  went  off  to  the  French  part  of  Hispaniola,  where  they  laud- 
ed, and  took  the  cattle  away,  with  two  or  three  Frenchmen  they 
found  near  the  water  side,  hunting  of  wild  hogs' in  the  evening; 
The  Frenchmen  came  on  beard,  whether  by  consent  or  compul- 
sion, I  can't  say.  They  afterwards  plundered  two  sloops,  and  re- 
turned to  Jamaica,  on  the  north  coast  of  which  island,  near  Por- 
ta Maria.  Bay  they  took  a  schooner,  Thomas  Spenlow.  master  }?it 
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being  then  the  19th  of  October.  The  next  day,  Rackam  see. 
ing  a  sloop  in  Dryf  Harbour  bay,  he  stood  in  and  fired  a  gun ;  the 
men  all  run  ashore,  and  he  took  the  sloop  and  lading  ;  bat  when 
those  ashore  found  that  they  were  pirates,  they  hailed  the  sloop, 
and  let  them  know  they  were  all  willing  to  come  aboard  of  them. 

Rackam's  coasting  the  island  in  this  manner,  proved  fatal  to 
him  ;  for  Intelligence  came  to  the  governor  of  his  expedition,  by 
a  canoe,  which  he  had  surprised  ashore  in  Ocho  Bay :  upon  this 
a  sloop  was  immediately  fitted  out,  and  sent  round  the  island  in 
quest  of  him,  commanded  by  Captain  Barnet,  and  manned  with  a 
good  number  of  hands.  Rackam  rounding  the  island,  and  drawing 
round  the  westernmost  point,  called  Point  Negri!,  he  saw  a  small 
pettianger,  which,  at  sight  of  the  sloop,  run  ashore  and  landed 
her  men  ;  when  one  of  them  hailed  her.  Answer  made  was,  They 
were  Englishmen,  and  begged  the  pettianger's  men  to  come  on 
board,  and  drink  a  bowl  of  punch  ;  which  they  prevailed  upon 
them  to  do.  Accordingly  the  company,  in  an  evil  hour,  came  all 
aboard  of  the  pirate,  consisting  of  nine  persons ;'  they  were  armed 
with  muskets  and  cutlasses,  but  what  was  their  real  design  by  so 
doing,  we  shall  not  take  upon  us  to  say :  They  had  no  sooner  laid 
down  their  arms  and  taken  up  their  pipes,  then  Barnet's  sloop, 
which  was  in  pursuit  of  Rackam's,  came  in  sight. 

The  pirates,  finding  she  stood  directly  towards  them,  feared  the 
event,  and  weighed  their  anchor,  which  they  had  but  lately  let  go, 
and  stood  off :  Captain  Barnet  gave  them  chace,  and,  having  the 
advantage  of  little  breezes  of  wind,  which  blew  off  the  land, 
came  up  with  her,  and  brought  her  into  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica. 

About  a  fortnight  after  the  prisoners  were  brought  ashore,  vie. 
'  November  16,  1720.  and  Captain  Rackam  and  eight  of  his  men 
condemned  and  executed.     Captain  Rackam  and  two  others  were 
hung  in  chains. 

But  what  was  very  surprising,  was  the  conviction  of  the  nine 
men  that  came  aboard  the  sloop  on  the  same  day  she  was  taken. 
They  were  tried  at  an  adjournment  of  {the  court,  on  the  24th  of 
January,  the  magistracy  waiting  all  that  time,  it  is  supposed  for 
evidence,  to  prove  the  piratical  intention  of  going  aboard  the  said 
sloop  ;  for  it  seems  there  was  no  act  of  piracy  committed  by  them, 
is  appeared  by  the  witnesses  against  them,  who  were  two«Frenc&« 
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men  taken  by  Rackam,  off  the  island  of  Hispaniola,  who  merely  it* 
posed  that  the  prisoners  came  on  board  the  piratewithout  compulsion- 
The  Court  considered  the  prisone^r  cases,  and  the  majority  of 
the  commissioners  being  of  opinion,  that  they  were  all  guHty  of 
the  piracy  and  felony  they  were  charged  with,  which  was,  the 
going  over  with  a  piratical  and  felonious  intent  to  John  Rac- 
kam,  &c.  then  notorious  pirates,  and  by  them  known  to  be  so, 
they  all  received  sentence  of  death  ;  and  were  executed  on  thft 
17th  of  February,  at  Gallows  Point  at  Port  Royal. 
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MARY    READ. 

The  attention  of  our  readers  is  now  to  be  directed  to  the  history 
of  two  female  pirates, — a  history  which  is  chiefly  remarkable  from 
the  extraordinary  circumstance  of  the  softer  sex  assuming  a  cha- 
racter peculiarly  distinguished  for  e\ery  vice  that  can  disgrace 
humanity, — and,  at  same  time,  for  the  exertion  of  the  most  daring 
though  brutal  courage.  , 

Mary  Read  was  a  native  of  England,  but  at  what  place  she  was 
born  is  not  recorded.  Her  mother  married  a  sailor  when  she  was 
very  young,  who,  soon  after  their  marriage,  went  to  sea  and  never 
returned.  The  fruit  of  that  marriage  was  a  sprightly  boy.  The 
husband  not  returning,  she  again  found  herself  with  child;  and* to 
cover  her  shame,  took  leave  of  her  husband's  relations,  and  went 
to  live  in  the  country,  taking  her  boy  along  with  her.  Her  son* 
in  a  short  time  died,  and  she  was  relieved  from  the  burden  of  his 
maintenance  and  education.  The  mother  had  not  resided  long  in 
the  country  before  Mary  Read,  the  subject  of  the  present  narra* 
tive,  was  born. 

After  the  birth  of  Mary,  her  mother  resided  in  the  country  for 
three  or  four  years,  until  her  money  was  all  spent,  and  her  inge- 
nuity was  set  at  work  to  contrive  how  to  obtain  a  supply*  She 
knew  that  her  husband's  mother  was  in  good  circumstances,  and 
could  easily  support  her  child,  provided  she  could  make  her  pass 
for  a  boy,  and  her  son's  child.     But  it  seemed  impossible  to  lav 
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\)6$e  upon  an  old  experienced  mother.  She,  however,  presented 
Marj  in  the  character  of  her  grandson.  The  old  woman  proposed 
to  take  the  boy  to  live  with  her,  but  the  mother  would  not  on  any 
account  part  with  her  boy  ;  therefore  the  grandmother  allowed  a 
crown  per  week  for  his  support. 

The  ingenuity  of  the  mother  being  successful,  she  reared  her 
daughter  as  a  boy.  But  as  she  grew  up  her  mother  informed  her 
of  the  secret  of  her  birth,  in  order  that  s(ie  might  conceal  her  sex. 
The  grandmother,  however,  dying,  the  support  from  that  quarter 
failed,  and  she  was  obliged  to  hire  him  out  as  a  foot- boy  to  a 
French  lady.  The  strength  and  manly  disposition  of  this  boy 
increased  with  his  years,  and  leaving  that  servile  employment,  he 
engaged  on  board  a  man. of- war* 

The  volatile  disposition  of  this  supposed  youth  did  not  permit 
him  to  remain  long  in  this  station,  and  he  next  went  into  Flanders, 
and  joined  a  regiment  of  foot  as  a  cadet.  Though  in  every  action 
-she  conducted  herself  with  the  greatest  bravery,  yet  she  could  not 
obtain  a  commission,  as  they  were  in  general  bought  and  sold. 
She  accordingly  quitted  that  service,  and  enlisted  into  a  regiment 
of  Horse  ;  there  she  behaved  herself  so  valiantly,  that  she  gained 
the  esteem  of  ill  her  officers.  It  however  happened  that  her  com* 
rade  was  a  handsome  young  Fleming,  and  she  fell  violently  in  love 
with  him.  The  violence  of  her  feelings  rendered  her  negligent  of 
her  duty,  and  effected  such  a  change  in  her  behaviour  as  attracted 
the  attention  of  all.  Both  her  comrade  and  the  rest  of  the  regi- 
ment deemed  her  mad.  Love,  however,  is  inventive,  and  as  they 
slept  in  the  same  tent,  she  found  means  to  discover  her  sex  with, 
out  any  seeming  design.  He  was  both  surprised  and  pleased, 
supposing  that  he  would  have  a  mistress  to  himself  ;  but  he  was 
greatly  mistaken,  and  he  found  that  it  was  necessary  to  court  her 
for  hi*  wife.     A  mutual  attachment  took  place,  and,  as  soon  as 

convenient,  women's  clothes  were  provided  for  her,  and  they  were 

> 

publicly  married. 

The  singularity  of  two  troopers  marrying  produced  a  general 
conversation,  and  many  of  the  officers  honoured  the  ceremony 
with  their  presence,  and  resolved  to  make  presents  to  the  bride, 
to  provide  her  with  necessaries.  After  marriage  they  were  de- 
sirous to  quit  the  service,  and  his  discharge  being  easily  obtained, 


>■    • 
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they  set  up an  ordinary  with  the  sign  of  the  *\  Three  Shoe* J*  ant 
soon  acquired  a  considerable  run  of  business. 

But  her  felicity  was  of  short  duration  ;  the  husband  died,  aad 
peace  being  concluded,'  her  business  diminished*  In  these  circum- 
stances she  again  resumed  her  man's  dress,  and  going  into  HoU 
land,  enlisted  into  a  regiment  of  foot  quartered  in  one  of  the  fron. 
tier  towns.  But  there  being  no  view  of  preferment  in  time  of 
peace,  she  left  that  service,  and  went  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for 
the  West  Indies*  i 

During  the  voyage,  the  ship  was  captured  by  English  pirates, 
and  as  Mary  was  the  only  English  person  on  board,  they  detained 
her,  and  having  plundered  the  vessel  of  what  they  chose,  they  al- 
lowed it  to  depart.     Mary  continued  in  that  unlawful  commerce 
for  sometime,  but  the  royal  pardon  being  tendered  to  all  those  in 
the  West  Indies  who  should,  before  a  specified  day,  surrender, 
the  crew  to  which*fehe  was  attached,  .availed  themselves  of  this, 
and  lived  quietly  on  shore  with  the  fruits  of  their  adventures. 
But,  from  the  want  of  their  usual  supplies,  their  money  became  ex- 
hausted ;  and  being  informed  that  Captain  Rogers  in  the  Island  of 
Providence,  was  fitting  out  some  vessels  for  privateering,  Mary  with 
some  others  repaired  to  that  island  to  serve  on  board  his  priva- 
teers.    We  have  already  heard,  that  scarcely  had  the  ships  sailed, 
when  some  of  their  crews  mutinied,  and  run  off  with  the  ships,  to 
pursue  their  former  mode  of  life.     Among  these  was  Mary  Read* 
She  indeed  frequently  declared,  that  the  life  of  a  pirate  was  what 
she  detested,  and  that  she  was  constrained  to  it  both  on  the  for- 
mer and  present  occasion.  It  was  however  sufficiently  ascertained, 
that  both  Mary  Read  and  Anne  Bonney,  were  among  the  bravest 
and  most  resolute  fighters  of  the  whole  crew ; — that  when  the  ves- 
sel Was  taken,  these  two  heroines,  along  with  another  of  the  pirates, 
were  the  last  three  upon  deck ; — and  that  Mary,  having  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  rouse  the  courage  of  the  crew,  who  had  fled  below, 
discharged  a  pistol  amongst  them,  killed  one  and  wounded  another. 

Nor  was  Mary  less  modest  than  brave ;  -for  though  she  had 
remained  many  years  in  the  character  of  a  sailor,  yet  no  one  had 
ever  discovered  her  sex,  until  she  was  under  the  necessity  of  doing 
so  to  Anne  Bonney.  The  reason  of  this  was,  that  Anne,  suppos- 
ing her  to  be  a  handsome  fellow,  became  greatly  enamoured  of 
her ;  and  discovered  her  sex  and  her  wishes  to  Mary,  who  waft 
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thus  constrained  to  reveal  her  secret  to  Anne :  Rackam  being  the 
paramour  of  Bonney,  and  observing  her  partiality  towards  Mary, 
threatened  to  shoot  her  lover,— so  that  to  prevent  any  mischief, 
Anne  also  informed  the  Captain  of  the  sex  of  her  companion* 

Rackam  was  enjoined  secrecy,  and  here  he  behaved  honoura- 
bly J — but  love  again  assailed  and*  conquered  Mary.  It  was  usual 
with  the  pirates  to  retain  all  the  artists  who  were  captured  in  the 
trading  vessels,  among  these  there  was  a  handsome  young  man,  of 
Very  engaging  manners,  who  vanquished  the  heart  of  Mary.-  In  a 
short  time  her  love  became  so  violent,  that  she  took  every  oppor- 
tunity of  enjoying  his  company  and  conversation  ;  And  after  she  had 
gained  bis  friendship,  discovered  her  sex.  Esteem  and  friendship 
were  speedily  converted  into  the  most  ardent  affection,  and  a  mutual 
flame  burned  in  the  hearts  of  these  two  lovers.  An  occurrence 
Boon  happened  that  put  the  attachment  of  Mary  to  a  severe  trial.  % 
Her  lover  having  quarrelled  with  one  of  the  crew,  they  agreed 
to  fight  a  duel  on  shore.  Mary  was  all  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  her 
lover  ;  and  she  manifested  a  greater  concern  for  the  preservation 
of  his  life,  than  that  of  her  own  ;  but  she  could  not  entertain  the 
idea  thaj  he  should  refuse  to  fight,  and  so  be  esteemed  a  coward. 
Accordingly  she  quarrelled  with  the  man  who  had  challenged  her 
lover,  and  called  him  to  the  field  two  hours  before  his  appoint- 
Jnent  with  her  lover,  engaged  him  with  sword  and  pistol,  and  laid 
him  dead  at  her  feet. 

Though  no  esteem  or  love  had  formerly  existed)  this  action  was 
sufficient  to  have  kindled  the  most  violent  flame.  But  this  waft 
not  necessary,  for  the  lover's  attachment  was  equal,  if  not  strong- 
er *  they  pledged  their  faith,  which  they  esteemed  as  binding  as  if 
the  ceremony  had  been  performed  by  a  clergyman.  Captain  Rac- 
kam, one  day,  before  he  knew  that  she  was  a  woman,  asked  her, 
why  she  followed  a  line  of  life  that  exposed  her  to  so  much  dan- 
ger, and  at  list  to  the  certainty  almost  of  being  hanged.  She  replied, 
that  *  as  to  hanging,'  she  thought  it  no  great  hardship,  for  were  it  not 
for  that,  every  cowardly  fellow  would  turn  pirate,  and  so  infest  the 
seas  ;  and  men  of  courage  would  starve.  That  if  it  was  put  to  her 
choice,  she  would  not  have  the  punishment  less  than  death,  the 
fear  of  whieh  kept  some  dastardly  rogues  honest ;  that  many  of 
those  who  are  now  cheating  the  widows  and  orphans,  and  oppres- 
their  poor  neighbours  who  have  no  money  to  obtain  justice, 
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would  then  rob  at  sea,  and  the  ocean  would  be  as  crowded  *iw 
rogues  as~  the  land  ;    so  that  no  merchants  would  venture  out,  and 

%  the  trade  in  a  little  time  would  not  be  worth  following.' 

Being  with  child  at  the  time  of  her  trial,  her  execution  was  de- 
layed, and  it  is  probable  that  she  would  hare  found  favour,  but  m 
the  meantime  she  fell  sick  and  died. 
Mart  Read  was  of  a  strong  and  robust  constitution,  capable  of 

.  enduring  much  exertion  and  fatigue.  She  was  vain  and  bold  in  her 
disposition,  but  susceptible  of  the  tenderest  emotions,  and  of  the 
most  melting  affections.  Her  conduct  was  directed  by  virtuous  prin- 
ciples,-, while  at  sametime  she  was  violent  in  her  attachments.  Tho' 
she  was  inadvertently  drawn  into  that  dishonourable  mode  of  l#e 
which  has  stained  her  character,  and  given  her  a  place  among  the 
criminal  actors  in  the  drama  of  this  work,  yet  she  possessed  a  rec- 
titude  of  principle  and  of  conduct,  far  superior  to  many  who  have 
not  been  exposed  to  so  great  temptations  to  swerve  from  the  path 
of  female  virtue  and  honour* 


ANNE  BONNEY. 

This  female  pirate  was  a  native  of  Cork  in  Ireland :  Her  ft- 
ther  was  an  attorney,  and,  by  his  activity  in  business,  rose  to  con- 
siderable respectability  in  that  place.  Anne  was  the  fruit  of  an 
unlawful  connection  with  bis  own  servant-maid,  with  whom  he  af- 
terwards eloped  to  America,  leaving  his  own  affectionate  and  law- 
ful wife.  He  settled  at  Carolina*  and  for  sometime  followed  his  6wn 
profession  ;  but  soon  commenced  merchant,  and  was  so  successful 
as  to  purchase  a  considerable  plantation.  There  he  lived  with  his 
servant  in  the  character  of  his  wife,  but  she  dying,  Anne  his  daugh- 
ter superintended  the  domestic  affairs  of  her  father. 

During  her  residence  with  her  father.,  she  was  supposed  to  have 
a  Considerable  fortune  ;  and  was  accordingly  addressed  by  young 
men  of  respectable  situations  in  life.  It  happened  with  Anne, 
however,  as  with  many  others  of  her  youth  and  sex,  that  her  feel- 
ings, and  not  her  interest,  determined  her  choice  of  a  husband. 
She  married  a  .young  sailor  without  a  single  shilling.     The  avari- 
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•ions  father  was  so  enraged,  that,  deaf  to  the  feelings  of  a  parent, 
lie  turned  his  own  child  out  of  doors.  Upon  this  cruel  usage  of 
her  father,  and  the  disappointment  of  her  fortune,.  Anne  and  her 
husband  sailed  for  the  Island  of  Providence,  in  the  hope  of  gain, 
ing  employment. 

Acting  a  part  very  different  from  that  bf  Mary  Read,   Anne'i  * 
affections  were  soon  estranged  from  her  husband  by  Captain  Rac- 
kam, and,  eloping  with  him,  went  to  sea  in  men's  clothes.    Prov- 
ing with  child,  the  Captain  put  her  on  shore,  and  entrusted  her  to  ' 
the  care  of  some  friends  until  her  recovery,  when  she  again  ac- 
companied him  in  his  expeditions. 

Upon  the  King's  proclamation,  offering  a  pardon  to  all  pirates,  ' 
he  surrendered,  and  went  into  the  privateering  business,  as  Was 
related  in  the  former  life.  He,  however,  soon  embraced  an  op- 
portunity to  return  to  his  favourite  employment,  in  all  his  pira- 
tical exploits  Anne  accompanied  him,  and,  as  we  have  already  re- 
lated, displayed  such  courage  and  intrepidity,  that  she,  along  with 
Mary  Read,  and  another  seaman,  were  the  last  three  who  remain- 
ed on  board  when  the  vessel  was  taken. 

,  Anne  was  known  to  many  of  the  planters  in  Jamaica,  who  re- 
membered to  have  seen  her  in  her  father's  house,  and  they  were 
disposed  to  intercede  in  her  behalf.  Her  unprincipled  conduct,  in 
leaving  her  own*  husband,  and  forming  an  illicit  connection  with 
Rackam,  tended,  however,  to  render  them  less  active.  By  a  spe- 
cial favour,  Rackam  was  permitted  to  visit  her  the  day  before  he  • 
was  executed,  but,  instead  of  condoling  him  on  account  of  his  sad 
fate,  she  only  observed,  "  That  she  was  sorry  to  see  him  there,  but 
if  he  had  fought  like  a  man,  he  needed  hot  have  been  hanged  like  a 
dog*"  Being  with  child,  she  remained  in  prison  until  her  reco- 
very,—was  reprieved  from  time  to.  time,  and,  though  we  cannot 
communicate  to  our  readers  any  particulars  of  heir  future  life,  or 
the  manner  of  her  death,  yet  we  are  certain  that  she  was  not  ex- 
ecuted. 
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CAPTAIN  DAVIS. 

Datis  was  born  in  Monmouthshire,  and,  from  a  boy,  trained 
to  the  sea.  His  last  voyage  from  England  was  in  the  sloop  Ca- 
dogan  from  Bristol,  in  the  character  of  chief  mate.  This  vessel 
was  captured  by  the  pirate  England,  upon  the  Guinea  coast, 
whose  companions  plundered  the  crew,  and  murdered  the  Cap* 
tain,  as  already  related  in  England's  life. 

Upon  the  death  of  Captain  Skinner,  Davis  pretended  that  he 
was  urged  by  England  to  become  pirate,  but  that  he  resolutely 
refused.  He  added,  that  England,  pleased  with  his  conduct,  hafl' 
made  him  Captain  in  room  of  Skinner,  giving  him  a  sealed  paper, 
which  he  was  not  to  open  until  he  was  in  a  certain  latitude,  and 
then  expressly  to  follow  the  given  directions.  When  he  arrived 
in  the  appointed  place,  he  collected  the  whole  crew,  and. solemnly 
read  his  sealed  instructions,  which  contained  a  generous  grant  of 
the  ship  and  all  her  stores  to  Davis  and  bis  crew,  requesting  then) 
to  go  to  Brazil,  and  dispose  of  the  cargo  to  the  best  advantage) 
and  make  an  equal  division  of  the  money. 

Davis- then  commanded  the  crew  to  signify  whether  they  were  in- 
clined to  follow  that  mode  of  life,  when,  to  his  astonishment  and 
chagrin,  the  majority  positively  refused.  Then,  in  a  transport  pt 
rage,  he  desired  them  to  gb  where  they  would. 

Knowing  that  part  of  the  cargo  was  consigned  to  merchants  in 
Barbadoes,  they  directed  their  course  to  that  place.  When  ar- 
rived there,  they  informed  the  merchants  of  the  unfortunate  death 
of  Skinner,  and  of  the  proposal  which'  had  been  made  to  them. 
Davis  was  accordingly  seized,  and  committed  to  prison,  but  he 
having  never  been  in  the  pirate  service,  nothing  could  be  proved 
to  condemn  him,  and  he  was  discharged  without  a  trial.  Convinced 
that  he  could  never  hope  for  employment  in  that  quarter  aftgf  this 
detection,  he  went  to  the  island  of  Providence,  which  he  knew  to 
be  a  rendezvous  for  pirates.  Upon  his  arrival  th^ere,  he  was 
grievously  disappointed,  because  the  pirates  who  frequented  that 
place  had  just  accepted  of  his  Majesty's  pardon,  and  had  surren- 
dered. 

Captain  Rogers  having  equipped  two  sloops  for  trade,  Davis 
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obtained  employment  in  one  of  these,  called  the  Buck.  They 
were  laden  with  European  goods  to  a  considerable  value,  that 
they  were  to  sell  or  exchange  with  the  French  and  the  Spaniards* 
They  first  touched  at  the  island  of  Martinico,  belonging  to  the 
French,  and  Davis  knowing  that  many  of  the  men  were  formerly 
in  the  pirate  service,  enticed  them  to  seize  the  master,  and  to  ma 
off  with  the  sloop.  When  they  had  effected  their  purpose,  they 
hailed  the  other  ship,  in  which  they  knew  that  there  were  many  hands 
ripe  for  rebellion,  and  coming  to,  the  greater  part  joined  Davis* 
These  who  did  not  choose  to  adhere  to  them  were  allowed  to  re* 
main  in  the  other  sloop,  and  continue  their  course,  after  Davis 
had  pillaged  her  of  what  things  he  pleased. 

In  full  possession  of  the  vessel  and  stores  and. goods,  a  large 
bowl  of  punch  was  made  ;  under  its  exhili rating  influence,  it  was 
proposed  to  choose  a  commander,  and  to  form  their  future  mode 
of  policy.  The  election  was  soon  over,  and  as  a  large  majority  of 
legal  votes  were  in  favour  of  Davis,  and  no  scrutiny  being  demand- 
ed, Davis  was  declared  duly  elected.  He  then  drew  up  a  code 
of  laws,  to  Which  he  himself  swore,  and  required  the  same  bond  of 
alliance  from  all  the  rest  of  the  crew,  fie  then  addressed  them  in 
a  short  and  appropriate  speech,  the  substance  of  which  Nwas,  a 
proclamation  of  war  with  the  whole  world. 

They  next  consulted,  what  part  would  be  most  convenient  to 
clean  the  vessel,  and  it  was  resolved  to  repair  tp  Colon's  Hole, 
at  the  east  end  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  where  they  could  remain  in 
perfect  security,  as^  the  entrance  was  sp  narrow,  that  one  ship 
could  keep  out  an  hundred. 

They,  however,  had  no  small  difficulty  in  cleaning  their  vessel, 
as  there  was  no  carpenter  among  them.  They  pefprmed  that  la- 
borious task  in  the.  best  manner  they  could,  and  then  made  to  the 
north  side  of  Hispaniola.  The  first  sail  they  met  with,  was  a 
French  ship  of  twelve  guns,  which  they  captured ;  and  while  they 
were  plundering  her,  they  discovered  a  sail  in  view.  Enquiring 
at  the  Frenchmen,  they  learned  that  she  was  a  ship  of  twenty-four 
guns  and  sixty  men.  Davis  proposed  to  his  crew  to  attack  her,  as* 
suring  them  that  she  would  prove  a  rich  prize.  This  appeared 
to  the  Grew  such  an  hazardous  enterprize,  that  they  were  rather 
adverse  to  the  measure.  But,  he  acquainted  them,  that  he  had 
ponceived  a  stratagem  that  he  was  confident  would  succeed ;  they 
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might,  therefore,  safely  leave  the  matter  to  his  management.  He 
then  commenced  chace,  and  ordered  his  prize  to  do  the  same.  Be- 
ing a  better  sailer,  he  soon  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  shewed  his 
black  colours.  With  no  small  surprise  at  his  insolence  in  coining 
so  near  them,  they  commanded  him  to  strike.  He  replied,  that 
he  was  disposed  to  give  them  employment  until  his  companion 
came  up,  who  was  able  to  contend  with  them.  Meanwhile,  as- 
suring them,  that  if  they  did  not  strike  to  him,  it  would  most  cer- 
tainly fare  the  worse  with  them.  Then,  giving  them  a  broad-side, 
he  received  the  same  in  return. 

When  the  other  pirate  ship  drew  near,  they,  according  to  tht 
directions  of  Davis,  appeared  upon  deck  in  white  shirts,  which 
making  an  appearance  of  numbers,  the  Frenchman  was  intimidat- 
ed, and  struck.  Davis  ordered  the  captain  with  twenty  of  his 
men,  to  come  on  board,  and  they  were  all  put  in  irons  except  the 
captain.  Then  he  dispatched  four  of  his  men  to  the  other  ship, 
and  calling  aloud  to  them,  desired  that  his  compliments  should  be 
given  to  the  captain,  and  request  him  to  send  a  sufficient  number 
of  hands  on  board  their  new  prize,  to  see  what  they  had  got  in 
her.  At  the  same  time,  giving  them  a  written  paper  with  their 
proper  instructions,  even  to  nail  up  all  the  small  guns,  and  to  take 
out  all  the  arms  and  powder,  and  to  go  every  man  on  board  the 
new  prize.  When  his  men  were  on  board  her,  he  ordered  the 
greater  part  of  the  prisoners  to  be  removed  into  the  empty  vessels, 
and  by  this  means,  he  secured  himself  from  any  attack  to  recoteP 
their  ship. 

During  three  days,  these  three  vessels  sailed  in  company,  but, 
finding  that  his  late  prize  was  a  heavy  sailer,  he  emptied  her  of 
every  thing  that  he  stood  in  need  of,  and  then  restored  her  to  the 
captain  with  all  his  men.  The  French  captain  was  so  enraged 
at  being  thus  miserably  deceived,  that,  upon  the  discovery  of  the 
stratagem,  he  would  have  thrown  himself  over.board,  had  not  his 
men  prevented  him. 

Captain  Davis  then  formed  the  resolution  of  parting  with  the 
other  prize-ship  also,  and  afterwards  steered  his  course  north- 
ward,, and  took  a  Spanish  sloop.  He  next  steered  his  course  to- 
wards the  western  islands,  and  from  Cape  de  Verde  islands  cast 
anchor  at  St.  Nicholas,  and  hoisted  English  colours.     The  Eortu. 
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gnese  supposed  that  he  was  a  privateer,  and  Davis  going  on 
shore,  he  was  hospitably  received,  and  they  traded  with  him  for 
such  articles  as  they  found  most  advantageous.  He  •  remained 
here  five  weeks,  and  he  and  the  half  of  his  crew  visited  the  prin- 
cipal town  of  the  island.  Davis,  from  his  appearing  in  the  dress: 
of  a  gentleman,  was  greatly  caressed  by  the  Portuguese,  and  no. 
thing  was  spared  to  entertain  and  render  him  and  his  men  happy* 
Having  amused  themselves  during  a  week;  they  returned  to  the 
ship,  and  allowed  the  other  half  of  the  crew  to  visit  the  capital, 
and  enjoy  themselves  in  like  manner.  Upon  their  return,  they 
cleaned  their  ship  and  put  to  sea,  but  four  of  the  men  were  so  cap* 
tivated  with  the  ladies  and  the  luxuries  of  the  place,  that  they  re. 
mained  in  the  island,  and  one  of  them  married  and  settled  there, 

Davis  now  sailed, for  Bonavista,  and  perceiving  nothing  in  that 
harbour,  they  steered  for  the  Isle  of  May.  Arrived  there,  they 
found  several  vessels  in  the  habour,  and  plundered  them  of  what. 
ever  they  found  necessary.,  They  also  received  a  considerable  re. 
inforcement  of  men,  the  greater  part  of  whom  entered  willingly 
into  the  piratical  service.  They  likewise  made  free  with  one  of 
the  ships,  equipped  her  for  their  own  purpose,  and  called  her  the 
King  James.  They  next  proceeded  to  St.  J  ago,  to  take  in  wa. 
tex-  .  Pavis  with  some,  others  going  on  shore  to  seek  water,  the 
governor  came  to  enquire  who  they  were,  and  expressed  his  sus- 
picion of  their  being. pirates.  Upon  this  Davis  seemed  highly  af. 
fronted,  and  expressed  his  di pleasure  in  the  most  polite  but  de. 
terminate  manner.  He  however  hastened  on  board,  informed  his 
men',  and  suggested  the  possibility  of  surprising  the  fort  during  the 
night.  Accordingly,  all  his  men  being  well  armed,  advanced' to  the 
assault ;  and,  from  the  carelessness  of  the.  guards,  they  were  in  the 
garrison  before  the  inhabitants  were  alarmed.  Upon  the  discove- 
ry of  their  danger,  they  took  shelter  in  the  governor's  bouse,  and 
fortified  it  against  the  pirates  ;  but  the#  latter  throwing  in  some  gra- 
nado-shelts,  ruined  the  furniture,  and  killed  several  people. 

•The  alarm  was  circulated  in  the  morning,  and  the  country  as. 
sembled  to  attack  them.;  but  unwilling  to  stand  a  seige*  the  pirates 
dismounted  the  guns,  pillaged  the  fort,  and  fled  to  their  ships. 

,When  at  se,a,*  they  mustered  their  hauds,  and  found  that  they 
were  about  seventy  strong.  They  then  consulted  among  them, 
selves  what  course,  they  should  steer,   and  they,  were  divided  it 
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opinion ;  but,  by  a  majority,  it  was  carried  to  sail  for  Gambia  on 
the  coast.of  Guinea :  Of  this  opinion  was  the  Captain,  who,  hav* 
.  ing  been  employed  in  that  trade,  was  acquainted  with  the  coast; 
and  informed  his  companions,  that  there  was  always  A  large  quan- 
tity  of  money  deposited  in  that  castle,  and  he  was  confident,  that 
if  the  matter  was  entrusted  -to  him,  he  would  successfully  storm 
that  fort.  From .  their  experience  of  his  former  prudence  and 
courage,  they  cheerfully  submitted  to  his  direction  in  the  assur* 
ance  of  success* 

Arrived  at  Gambia,  he  ordered  all  his  men  below,  except  as 
many  as  were  necessary  to  work  the  vessel,  that  those  from  thd 
fort,  seeing  so  few  hands,  might  have  no  suspicion  that  she  was 
any  other  than  a  trading  vessel.  He  then  run  under  the  fort  and 
cast  anchor,  and  having  ordered  out  the  boat,  manned  with  six 
men  indifferently  dressed,  while  be,  with  the  master  and  doctor, 
dressed  themselves  like  gentlemen,  in  order  that  the  one  party 
might  look  like  common  sailors,  and  the  other  -  like  merchants. 
In  rowing  a-shore,  he  instructed  his  men  what  to  say  if  any  ques- 
tions were  put  to  them  by  the  garrison. 

When  he  came  to  land,  he  was  conducted  by  a  file  of  mvsque- 
teers  into  the  fort,  and  kindly  received  by  the  governor,  who  en- 
quired what  they  were,  and  whence  they  came  ?     They  replied, 
that  they  were  from  Liverpool,  and  bound  for  the  river  Senegal, 
to  trade  for  gum  and  elephants9  teeth  ;  but  that  they  were  chaced 
on  that  coast  by  two  French  men-of-war,  and  narrowly  escaped 
being  taken.     "  We  are  now  disposed,"  continued  Davis,  "  to 
make  the  best  of  pur  voyage,  And  would  willingly  trade  here  for 
slaves."    The  governor  then  enquired  what  were  the  principal 
articles  of  their  cargo.     They  replied,  that  they  were  iron  and 
plate,  which  were  necessary  articles  in  that  place.    The  governor 
theni  said,  that  he  would  give  them  slaves  for  all  their  cargo ; 
and  asked  if  they  had  any  European  liquor  on  board.    They  an- 
swered, a  little  for  their  own  use,  but  that  he  should  have  a  hamper 
of  it.     He  then  treated  them  with  the  greatest  civility,  and  desir- 
ed them  all  to  dine  with  him.     Davis  answered,  that  as  he  was 
commander  of  the  vessel,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  go 
down  to  see  if  she  was  properly*  moored,  and  to  give  some  other 
directions ;  but  that  these  gentlemen  might  stay,  and  he  would 
return  before  dinner,  and  bring  the  hamper  with  him. 
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While  hi  the  fort,  his  eyes  were  keenly  employed  to  discover 
the  position  of  the  arms,  and  how  the  fort  might  most  success* 
fully  be  surprised.  He  discovered  that  there  was  a  centry  stand* 
lug  near  a  guard-house,  ia  which  there  was  a  quantity  of  armt 
heaped  up  in  a  corner,  and  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  small 
arms  were  in  the  governor's  hall.  When  he  went  on  board,  fa* 
ordered  some  hands  on  board  a  sloop  lying  at  anchor,  lest,  hear, 
iag  any  bustle,  they  should  come  to  the  aid  of  the  castle ;  then,  • 
desiring  his  men  to  avoid  too  much  liquor,  and  to  be  ready,  when, 
he  should  hoist  the  flag  from  the  castle,  to  come  twenty  of  them  to 
fheir  assistance,  he  procured  the  castle. 

Having  taken  these  precautions,  and  formed  these  arrange* 
meats,  he  ordered  every  man,  who  was  to  accompany  him,  to  arm 
himself  with  t*o  pair  of  pistols,  which  he  himself  also  did,  con. 
cealed  under  their  clothes.  He  then  directed  them  to  go  into  the 
guard. room,  and  fall  into  conversation,  and  immediately  upon  hit 
firing  a  pistol  out  of  the  governor's  window,  to  shut  the  men  up, 
and  secure  the  arms  in  the  guard-room. 

When  Davis  arrived,  dinner  not  being  ready,  the  governor 

proposed  that  they  should  pass  the  time  in  making  a  bowl  of 

punch*     Davis's  boatswain  attending  him,  had  an  opportunity  of 

visiting  all  parts  of  the  house,  and  observing  their  strength*     He 

whispered  his  intelligence  to  his  master,  who,  being  surrounded  bjr 

his  own  friends,  and  seeing  the  governor  unattended  by  any  of  hk 

retinue,  presented  a  pistol  to  the  breast  of  the  latter,  informing 

him  that  he  was  a  dead  man,  unless  he  should  surrender  the  fort 

and  all  its  riches.     The  governor,  thus  taken  by  surprise,  was 

submissive ;  for  Davis  took  down  all  the  pistols  that  hung  in  the 

half,  and  loaded  them.    He  then  fired  his  pistol  out  of  the  window. 

His  men   flew  like  lions,  presented  their  pistols  to  the  soldiers, 

-  and  while  some  carried  out  the  arms,  the  rest  secured  the  military, 

and  shut  them  all  up  in  the  guard-house,  placing  a  guard  on  the 

door.     Then  one  of  them  struck  the  union  flag  on  the  top  of  the 

castle,  which  the  men  from  the  vessel  perceiving,  rushed  to  the 

combat,  and  in  an  instant  were  in  possession  of  the  castle,  with. 

oat  turnult  orbloodshed. 

Davis  then  harrangued  the  soldiers,  and  many  of  them  enlisted 
with  him,  and  those  who  declined,  he  put  on  board  the  small 


228'  lives  or  pirates,  highwaymen,  &c. 

ships  ;  and,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  a  guard,  or  the  possibility 
of  escape,  carried  off  the  sails,  rigging,  and  cables. 
•  That  day  being  spent  in  feasting  and  rejoicing,  the  castle  salu- 
ting the  ship,  and  the  ship  the  castle,  on  the  day  following  they 
proceeded  to  examine  the  contents  of  their  prize.  They,  how- 
ever, were  greatly  disappointed  in  their  expectations,  a  large  sum 
of  money  having  been  sent  off  a  few  days  before.  But  they  found 
money  to  the  amount  of  about  two  thousand  pounds  in  gold,  and 
many  valuable  articles  of  different  kinds.  They  carried  on  board 
their  vessel  whatever  they  deemed  useful,  gave  several  articles  to 
the  captain  and  crew  of  the  small  vessel,  and  allowed  them  to  de- 
part, while  they  dismounted  the  guns,  and  demolished  the  fortifi- 
cations. 

A  tier  doing  all  the  mischief  that  their  vicious  minds  could  pos- 
sibly devise,  they  weighed  anchor ;  but,  in  the  meantime, 
perceiving  a  sail  bearing  towards  them  with  all  possible  speed, 
they  hastened  to  prepare  for  her  reception,  and  made  towards 
her.  Upon  her  near  approach  they  discovered  that  she  was  a 
French  pirate  of  fourteen  guns  and  sixty  four  men,  the  one  half 
French  and  the  other  half  negroes.  The  Frenchman  was  in  high 
expectations  of  a  rich  prize,  but  when  he  came  nearer,  he  suspect* 
ed,  from  the  number  of  her  guns  and  men,  that  she  was  a  small 
English  man-of-war  ;  bnt  he  determined,  notwithstanding,  upon 
the  bold  attempt  of  boarding  her,  and  immediately  fired  a  gun, 
and  hoisted  his  black  colours  :  Davis  immediately  returned  the 
compliment.  The  Frenchman  was  highly  gratified  at  this  disco- 
very, both  hoisted  out  their  boats,  and  congratulated  each  other. 
Mutual  civilities  and  good  offices  past,  and  the  French  Captain 
proposed  to  Davis  to  sail  down  the  coast  with  him,  in  order  to 
look  out  for  a  better  ship,  assuring  him,  that  the  very  first  that 
could  be  captured  should  be  his,  as  he  was  always  willing  to  en. 
courage  an  industrious  brother. 

They  first  touched  at  Sierra  Leon,  where  they  spied  a  large  ves» 
sel,  and  Davis  being  the  swiftest  sailor,  came  first  up  to  her.  He 
was  not  a  little  surprised  that  she  did  not  endeavour  to  make  off, 
and  began  to  suspect  her  strength.  When  he  came  along  side  of 
her,  she  fired  a  whole  broadside,  and  hoisted  black  colours.  Da- 
vis did  the  same,  aud  fired  a  gun  to  leeward.  The  satisfaction  of 
these  brothers  in  iniquity  was  mutual,  by  having  thus  acquired  so 
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• 

much  additional  strength  and  ability  to  undertake  mdre  formid- 
able adventures.  Two  days  were  devoted  to  mirth  and  song,  and, 
upon  the  third,  Davis  and  Gochlyn^  the  captain  of  the  new  con- 
federate, agreed  to  go  in  the  French  pirate. ship  to  attack  the 
fort.  When  they  approached,  the  men  in  the  fort^  apprehensive 
of  their  character  and  intentions,  fired  all  the  guns  upon  them  at 
once*  The  ship  returned  the  fire,  and  afforded  employment  until 
the  other  two  ships  arrived,  when  the  men  in  the  fort  seeing  such 
a  number  on  board,  lost  courage,  and  abandoned  the  fort  to  the 
mercy  of  the  robbers. 

They  took  possession,  remained  there  seven  weeks,  add  cleaned 
their  vessels.  They  then  called  a  council  of  war,  to  deliberate 
concerning  future  undertakings,  when  it  was  resolved  to  sail  down 
the  coast  in  company  ;  and,  for  the  greater  regularity  and  gran- 
deur, Davis  was  chosen  Commodore.  That  dangerous  enemy 
strong  drink,  had  well  nigh,  however,  sown  the  seeds  of  discord 
among  these  affectionate  brethren.  But  Davis,  alike  prepared  for 
council  Or  for  war,  addressed  them  to  the  following  purport: 
"  Hear  ye,  you  Cochlyn  and  La  Boise,  (which  was  the  name  of 
tile  French  captain)  I  find,  by  strengthening  you,  I  have  put  a 
rod  into  your  hands  to  whip  myself;  but  I  am  still  able  to  deal  with 
you  both  ;  however,  since  we  met  in  love*  let  us  part  in  love  ;  for 
I  find  that  three  of  a  trade  can  never  agree  long  together."  ,  Up- 
on this  the  other  two  went  on  board  of  their  respective  ships,  and 
steered  different  courses. 

Davis  held  down  the  coast,  and  reaching  Cape  Appolonia,  he 
captured  two  English  and  one  Scottish  ships,  plundered  them,  and 
allowed  them  to  proceed.  In  five  days  after  he  met  with  a  Dutch- 
man of  thirty  guns  and. ninety  men.  She  gave  Davis  a  broadside, 
and  killed  nine  of  his  men ;  a  desperate  •  engagement  ensued, 
which  continued  from  one  o'clock  at  noon  until  nine  next  morn- 
ing, when  the  Dutchman  struck. 

Davis,  equipped  her  for  the  pirate  service,  and  called  her  The 
Rover.  With  his  two  ships  he  sailed  for  the  bay  of  Anamaboe, 
which  he  entered  about  noon,  and  took  several  vessels  which  were 
there  waiting  to  take  in  negroes,  gold,  and  elephants'  teeth. 
Davis  made  a  present  of  one  of  these  vessels  to  the  Dutch  cap- 
tain and  his  crew,  and  allowed  t&em  to  go  in  quest  of  their  for- 
tune/  When  the  fort  had  intelligence  that  they  were  pirates, 


23d  LIVES   0*  JIEATES  HIGH  W  A  Til  EX,   &C. 

they  fired  at  them,  but  without  any  effect ;    Davis  fired  also* 
and  hoisted  the  black  colours,  but  deemed  it  prudent  to  depart; 
Before  proceeding  farther  in  the  life, of  Davis^  it  may  afford  va- 
riety and  instruction  to  insert  a  description  given  by^an  ingenious1 
gentleman  of  the  Portuguese  Settlements  on  this  coast. 

A  Description  of  the  Islands  or  St  TmoHb,  Dmi 

Principe,  and  Annobono. 

The  Portuguese  were  the  great  improvers  of  Navigation,  and* 
the  first  Europeans  who  settled  on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  even  round 
to  India,  and  made  those  discoveries  so  much  to  the  advantage  of 
other  nations. 

The  attractive  power  of  the  loadstone  was  universally  known  to 
the  ancients ;  but  its  directive,  or  polar  virtue,  has  only  been 
known  within  these  350  years,  and  is  said  to  be  found  out  by  John 
Goia,  of  Malpht,  in  the  kingdom  of  N  aples,  though  others  assure 
us,  it  was  transported  by  Paulus  Venetusftom  China  to  Italy,  like 
the  two  other  famous  arts  of  Printing  and  the  use  of  Guns* 

The  other  properties  or  improvements  of  the  magnet,  its  varia- 
tion, or  deduction  from  an  exact  N.  or  S.  line,  variation  of  that 
variation,  and  its  inclination,  were  the  inventions  ofSebastianCa- 
hot,  Mr  Gellibrand,  and  Mr  Norman  ;  the  inclination  of  the 
needle,  or  that  property  whereby  it  keeps  an  elevation  above  the 
horizon,  in  all  places  but  under  the  equator,  where  it  is  parallel, 
is  as  surprising  a  phenomenon  as  any,  and  was  the  discovery  of 
our  countrymen ;  and,  could  it  be  found  regular,  I  imagine  it 
would  \ety  much  help  towards  the  discovery  of  the  longitude,  at 
least  it  would  point  out  better  methods  than  are  hitherto  known, 
when  ships  draw  nigh  land,  which  would  answer  as  useful  an  ent 
almost  as  the  other. 

Before  the  verticity  and  use  of  the  compass,  the  Portuguese  na» 
legations  had  extended  no  farther  than  Cape  2?on  ;  which  was 
their  ne  plus  ultra,  and  therefore  so  called.  Distress  of  weather, 
indeed,  had  drove  some  coasters  to  Porto  Santo y  and  Madeira, 
before  any  certain  method  of  steering  was  invented  ;  bnt  after  the 
needle  was  seen  thus  inspired  navigation  every  year  improved,' 
under  the  great  encouragement  of  Henry,  Alphonsus,  and  Johti 
II.,  kings  of  Portugal, 
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King  Alphonsus,  was  not  so  much  at  leisure  as  his  predecessors, 
to  pursue  these  discoveries  ;  but,  having  seen  the  advantages  that 
accrued  to  Portugal  by  them,  and  that  the  Pope  had  confirmed 
the  perpetual  donation  of  all  they  should  discover  between  Cape 
Baj adore  and  India,  inclusively,  he  resolved  not  to  neglect  the 
proper  assistance,  and  so  farmed  the  profits  that  3id  or  might  en. 
sue,  to  one  Bernard  Gomez,  a  citizen  of  Lisbon,  who  was  every 
voyage  obliged  to  discover  100  leagues  still  farther  on.  About 
the  year  1470,  he  ma<Je  these  islands,  the  only  place  of  all  the 
consiserable  and  large  colonies  they  had  in  Africa,  that  do  now 
remain  to  that  crown, 

St.  Thqme  is  the  principal  of  the  three,  whose  governor  is  styl. 
ed  Captain-general  of  the  islands,  and  from  whom  the  other  at 
Princes  receives  his  commission,  though  nominated  by  the  court 
of  Portugal.  It  is  a  bishopric,  with  a  great  many  secular  clergy, 
who  appear  to  have  neither  learning  nor  devotion,  as  many  of 
them  are  negroes.  One  of  the  chief  of  them  invited  us  to  hear 
inass,  as  a  diversion  to  pass  time  away ;  where  he  and  his  inferior 
brethren  acted  such  affected  gestures  and  strains  of  voice,  as  show- 
ed to  their  dishonour,  that  they  had  no  other  aim  than  that  of 
pleasing  us  ;  and,  what  I  think  was  still  worse,  it  Was  not  without 
a  view  of  interest ;  for  as  these  clergy  are  the  chief  traders,  they 
stoop  to  pitiful  and  scandalous,  methods  for  ingratiating  themselves* 
They  and  the  government,  on  this  trading  account,  maintain  no 
great  harmony,  being  ever  jealous  of  each  other,  and  practising 
little  deceitful  arts,  to  monopolise  what  strangers  have  to  offer  for 
sale,  whether  toys  or  clothes,  which  of  all  sorts  are  ever  profitable 
commodities  with  the  Portuguese  in  all  parts  of  the  world :  An  or- 
dinary suit  of  black  will  sell  for  seven  or  eight  pound  :  a  middle* 
row  wig  of  four  shillings,  for  a  moidore  ;  a  watch  of  forty,  shillings, 
for  six  pound. 

The  town  is  of  mean  building,  but  large  and  populous  ;  it  is  the 
residence  of  the  greater  part  of  the  natives,  who,  throughout  the 
whole  island,  are  computed  at  10,000,  the  militia  at  3000,  and 
are,  in  general,  a  rascally,  Thievish  generation,  as  an  old  grave 
friend  of  mine  can  witness j  for  he,  having  carried  4  bag  of  second 
hand  clothes  on  shore,  to  truck  for  provisions,  seated  himself  on  the 
sand  for  this  purpose,  and  presently  gathered  a  crowd  round  him 
to  view  them  j  one  of  these  desired  to  know  the  price  of  a  black 
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suit,  that  unluckily  lay  uppermost,  and  was  the  best  of  them  ;  su 
greeing  to  the  demand,  with  little  hesitation,  provided  it  would 
but  fit  him,  he  put  them  on  immediately,  in  as  much  hurry  as 
possible,  without  any  co-licentia  Seignor  ;  and  when  my  friend 
was  about  to  commend  the  goodness  of  the  suit,  and  exactness 
they  sat  with,  not  dreaming  of  the  impudence  of  his  running  away 
from  a  crowd,  the  rascal  took  to  his  heels;  my  friend  followed  and 
bawled  very  much,  and,  though  there  were  500  people  about  the 
place,  it  served  to  no  other  end  but  making  him  a  clear  stage,  that 
the  best  pair  of  heels  might  carry  it ;  so  he  lost  the  suit  of  clothes, 
and,  before  he  could  return  to  his  bag,  others  of  them  had  beat 
off  his  servant,  and  shared  the  rest. 

Most  of  the  ships  from  Guinea,  of  their  own  nation,  and  fre- 
quently those  of  ours,  call  at  one  or  other  of  these  islands,  to  re- 
cruit with  fresh  provisions,  and  take  in  water ;  which  on  the  coast 
are  not  so  good,  nor  so  conveniently  come  by  :  Their  own  ship's 
likewise,  when  they  touch  here,  are  obliged  to  leave  the  king  Ms 
custom  for  their  slaves,  which  is  always  in  gold,  at  so  much  a  head, 
without  any  deduction  for  the  mortality  that  may  happen  after- 
wards ;  this,  by  being  a  constant  bank  to  *pay  off  the  civil  and 
military  charges  of  the  government,  prevent  the  inconveniency  of 
remittances,  and  keeps  both  St  Thome  and  Princes  Isle  rich 
enough  to  pay  ready  money  for  every  thing  they  want  of  the  Etf- 
ropeas. 

The  beefs  are  small  and  lean,  few  of  them  exceeding  two  hund- 
red weight,  none  of  them  much  more  ;  but  the  goats,  hogs,  and 
fowls  are  very  good  ;  their  sugar  is  coarse  and  dirty,  and  their  rum 
is  very  ordinary  ;  as  these  refreshments  lay  most  with  people  whb 
are  in  want  of  other  necessaries,  they  come  to  us  in  a  way  of  bar- 
iering  very  cheap  :  A  good  hog,  for  an  old  cutlass  ;  a  fat  fowl  for 
a  span  of  Brazil  tobacco  (no  other  sort  being  valued)  and  so  in 
proportion  to  the  rest.  But  in  money  you  give  eight  dollars  per 
head  for  cattle,  three  dollars  for  a  goat,  six  dollars  for  a  grown. 

A 

hog.' a  testune  and  a  half  for  a  fowl,  a  dollar  per  gallon  for  rum', 
two  dollars  a  roove  for  sugar,  and  half  a  dollar  for  a  dozen  of 
paroquets :    Here  are  likewise  plenty  of  corn  and  farine,  limes, 
citrons  and  yams. 

The  island  is  reckoned  to  be  almost  square,  each  side  being 
.  18  leagues  long  ;  it  is  hilly,  and  under  the  equinoctial,  a  wooden 
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bridge,  just  without  the  town,  being  said  not  to  deviate  the  least 
part  of  a  minute,  either  to  the  southward  or  northward  ;  and,  not- 
withstanding this  warm  situation,  and  the  continual  vertical  suns, 
the  islanders  are  very  healthy,  which  is  imputed*  in  a  great  mea«  * 
sure,  to  the  want  of  even  9b  much  as  one  surgeon  or  physician  ! 

The  isle  Del  Principe,  the  next  in  magnitude,  is  a  pleasant 
and  detightful  spot  to  the  grave  and  thoughtful  disposition  of  the 
Portuguese ;  it  is  an  improvement  of  country  retirement,  in  that 
this  may  be  a  happy  and  uninterrupted  retreat  from  the  whole 
world. 

The  southern  coast  of  Africa  runs  in  a  western  line  of  latitude^ 
the  northern  on  an  eastern  line,  but  both  strait ;  with  the  fewest 
inlets,  gulphs  or  bays,  of  either  of  the  four  continents ;  the  only 
large  and  remarkable  one,  is  that  of  Benin  and  Calabar,  towards 
which  the  currents  of  each  coast  tend,  and  which  is  strongest  from, 
the  southward*,  because  more  open  to  a  large  sea,  whose  rising  it 
is  (though  little  and  scarce  discernable  at  any  distance  from  the 
land,)  that  gives  rise  to  these  currents  close  in  shore ;  which  are 
nqthtrig  but  tides,  altered  and  disturbed  by  the  make  and  shape  of 
lands* 

In  proof  of  this  I  shall  lay  down  the  following  observations ; 
Vis.  that  in  the  rivers  of  Gambia  and  Sierra  Leone,-  in  the  straits 
and  channels  of  Benin,  and  in  general  along  the  whole  coast, 
the  flowirifcs  are  regular  On  the  shores*  with  this  difference,  that,, 
in  the  above-mentioned  ri?ers,  and  in  the  channels  of  Benin, 
ftvhere  the  shores  contract  the  waters  into  a  narrow  compass,  the 
tides  are  strong  and  high,  as  well  as  regular  ; '  but  on  the  dead 
coast,  where  it  makes  an  equal  re  verba  tion,  weak  and  low,  in- 
creasing as  you  advance  , towards  Benin  ;  and  this  is  farther,  evi- 
dent, in  that  at  Cape  Corso,  .  Succonda  and  Commenda,  and 
where  the  land  rounds  and  gives  any  stop,. the  tides  flow  regularly 
on  four  feet  and  upwards ;  when  on  an  evejier  coast,  they  shall  not 
exceed  two  or  three  feet  $  and  ten  leagues  out  at  sea*  they  become 
scarcely*  if  at  all,  perceptible* 

What  I  would  adduce  from  this,  besides  a  confirmation  of  that 
ingenious  theory  of  the  tides,  by  Captain  Halley,  is  first,  that 
the  ships  bound  td  Angula,  Cabenda,  and  other  places  on  the 
southern «coast  of  Africa,   should  cross  the  equinoctial  from  Cape 
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Palmas,  and  run  into  a  southern  latitude,  without  keeping  too  far 
to  the  westward  ;  and  the  reason  seems  plain,  for  if  you  endea- 
vour to  cross  it  about  the  islands,  you  meet  calms,  southerly  winds, 
and  opposite  currents  ;  and  if  too  far  to  the  westward,  the  trade 
winds  are  strong  and  unfavourable  ;  for  it  obliges  you  to  stand  in- 
to  8  <tr  30°  southern  latitude,  tilt  they  are  variable. 

On  the  north  side  of  Guinea,  if  ships  are  bound  from  the  Gold 
Coast  to  Sierra  Leone,  Gambia,  or  elsewhere  to  windward,  consi- 
dering the  weakness  of  these  currents,  and  the  favourableness  of 
land  breezes,  and  the  southerly  rains,  tornadoes,  and  even  the 
trade  wind,  when  abreast  of  Cape  Palmas,  it  is  more  expeditious 
to  pursue  the  passage  this  way,  than  by  a  long  perambulatory 
course  of  4  or  500  leagues  to  the  westward,  and  as  many  more  to 
the  northward,  which  must  be  before  a  wind  can  be  obtained,  that 
Could  recover  the  coast. 

Lastly,  it  is,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  this  want  of  inlets, 
and  the  rivers  being  small  and  unnavigable,  that  the  seas/rebound 
with  so  dangerous  a  surf  through  the  whole  continent. 

Round  the  shores  of  this  island,  and  in  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember, the  months  we  were  there,  there  is  a  great  resort  of  whale 
fish,  tame,  and  sporting  very  nigh  the  ships  as  they  sail  in  ;  they 
are  always  in  pairs,  the  female  being  much  the  smaller,  and  are 
often  seen  to  turn  on  their  backs  for  dalliance,  the  prologue  to 
engendering  :  This  fish  has  an  enemy,  called  the  thresher,  a  large 
fish  too,  that  has  its  haunts  here  at  this  season,  and  encounters  the 
whale,  raising  himself  out  of  the  water  a  considerable  height,  and 
felling  again  with  great  weight  and  force  :  It  is  commonly  said  al- 
so, that  there  is  a  sword-fish  in  thefe  battles,  who. pricks  the  whale 
up  to  the  surface  again  ;  but  without  this,  1  believe,  he  would  suf- 
focate when  put  to  quick  motions,  unless  frequently  approaching 
the  air,  to  ventilate  and  remove  the  impediments  to  a  swifter  cir- 
culation :  Nor  do  I  think  he  is  battled  for  prey,  but  to  remove 
him  from  what  is,  perhaps,  the  food  of  both.  The  number  of 
whales  here,  has  put  me  sometimes  on  thinking  that  an  advanta- 
geous fishery  might  be  made  of  it ;  but  I  presume  these,  no  more 
than  those  of  Brasrl,  are  the  sort  which  yield  the  profitable  part, 
called  whale-bone  :  All  therefore  that  the  islanders  do,  is  now 
and  then  to  go  out  with  two  or  three  canoes,  and  set  on  one  for 
their  diversion. 
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The  rocks  and  outer  lines  of  the  island,  are  the  haunts  of  a  variety 
6f  sea-birds,  especially  boobies  and  noddies ;  the  former  are  of 
the  bigness  of  a  gull,  and  of  a  dark  colour ;  named  so  from  their  sim- 
plicity, because  they  often  sit  still  and  let  the  sailors  take  them  up 
in  their  hands ;  but  I  fancy  this  succeeds  more  frequently  front 
their  weariness,  and  the  largeness  of  their  wings,  which  when  they 
once  have  rested,  cannot  have  the  scope  necessary  to  raise  and 
float  them  oa  the  air  again.  The  noddies  are  smaller,  and  flat-foot- 
ed also. 

What  I  would  remark  more  of  them,  is,  the  admirable  instinct 
in  these  birds,  with  respect  to  the  proper  seasons,  and  the  proper 
places  for  support.  In  the  aforementioned  months,  when  the) . 
large  fish  are  here,  numerous  flocks  of  fowl  attend  for  the  spawn 
and  superfluity  of  their  nourishment ;  and  in  January  few  of  ei- 
ther :  For  the  same  reason,  there  are  scarce  any  sea  fowl  seen  on 
the  African  coast ;  rocks  and  islands  being  generally  their  best 
security  and  subsistence* 

The  harbour  of  Princes  is  at  the  E.  S.  E.  point  df  the  island; 
the  north-side  has  gradual  soundings,  but  here  is  deep  watery 
having  nd  ground  at  a  mile  off  shore,  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
fathom  of  line".  The  port,  when  entered,  is  a  smooth  narrow  bay$ 
safe  from  winds,  unless  a  little  swell  when  southerly,  and  draught- 
ed  into  other  smaller  and  sandy  ones,  convenient  for  raising  of 
tents,  watering,  and  bawling  the  seam ;  the  whole  protected  by  a 
fort,  or  rather  battery,  of  a  dozen  guns  on  the  larboard. side*  At 
the  head  of  the  bay  stands  the  town,  about  a  mile  from  the  anchor. 
ing  place,  and  consists  of  two  or  three  regular  streets  of  wooden 
ouilt  houses,  where  the  governor  and  chief  men  of  the1  island  re- 
'side.  Here  the  water  grows  shallow  for  a  considerable  distance^ 
and  the  natives  at  every  ebb,  (having  before  encampassed  every 
convenient  angle  with  a  rise  of  stones,  sometimes  like  the  weirs  in 
England)  resort  for  catching  of  fish,  which,  with  them,  is  a  daily 
diversion  as  well  as  subsistence  ;  five  thousand  attending  with  stick* 
and  wicker  baskets ;  and  if  they  cannot  dip  them  with  one  hind, 
they  knock  them  down  with  the  other.  The  tides  Vise  regularly 
six  feet  in  the  harbour,  and  yet  not  half  that  heighth  without  the 
capes  that  make  the  bay. 

Here  are  constantly  two  missionaries,  who  are  sent  for  six  yeirs^ 
to  inculcate  the  Christian  principles;  and  more  especially  attend! 

r    * 
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the  conversion  of  the  negroes :  The  present  are  Venetians,  inge* 
nious  men,  who  seem  to  despise  the  loose  morals  and  behaviour  ot 
the  seculars,  and  complain  of  them  as  of  the  slaves.  They  have 
a  neat  conventual-house,  and  a  garden  appropriated,  which,  by 
their  own  industry  and  labour,  not  only  thrives  with  the  several 
.natives  of  the  soil,  but  many  exotics  and  curiosities.  A  fruit,  in 
particular,  larger  than  a  chesnut,  yellow,  containing  two  stones, 
with  a  pulp  or  clammy  substance  about  them,  which,  when  suck- 
ed,  exceeds  in  sweetness  sugar  or  honey,  and  has  this  property 
beyond  them,  of  giving  a  sweet  taste  to  every  liquid  yotf  swallow* 
for  the  whole  evening  after.  The  only  plague  infesting  the  gar- 
den, is  a  vermin  called  land  crabs,  which  are  in  vast  numbers; 
they  are  of  a  bright  red  colour,  but  in  other  respects  like  the  sea 
ones :  They  burrow  in  these  sandy  soils  like  rabbits,  and  are 
altogether  as  shy* 

The  island  is  a  pleasant  intermixture  of  hill  and  valley ;  the 
hills  are  spread  with  palms,  cocoa-nuts,  and  cotton.trees,  with 
numbers  of  monkeys  and  parrots  among  them ;  the  valleys  with 
fruitful  plantations  of  yams,  kulalu,  papas,  variety  of  sallads, 
ananas,  or  pine-aples,  guavas,  plantains,  bananas,  manyocos, 
and  Indian  corn  $  with  fowls,  guinea  hens,  Muscovy  ducks,  goats, 
hogs,  turkies,  and  wild  beefs ;  with  each  a  little  village  of  negroes, 
who,  under  the  directions  of  their  several  masters',  manage  the 
cultivation,  and  exchange  or  sell  the  product  for  money,  much  af- 
ter the  same  rates  with  the  people  of  St  Thome. 

The  palm-trees  are  numerous  on  the  shores  of  Africa,  and  may 
be  reckoned  the  first  of  their  natural  curiosities,  in  that  they  af- 
ford them  meat,  drink,  and  clothing  ;  they  grow  very  straight  to 
forty  and  fifty  feet  high,  and,  at  the  top  only,  have  three  or  fout 
circles  of  branches,  that  spread  and  make  a  capacious  umbrella. 
The  trunk  is  very  rough  with  knobs,  either  excrescencies,  or  the 
healings  of  those  branches,  that  were  lop'd  off  to  forward  the 
growth  ot  the  tree,  and  make  it  answer  better  in  its  fruit,  the 
branches  are  strongly  tied  together  with  a  cortex,  which  may  be 
unravelled  to  a  considerable  length  and  breadth;  the  inward  la- 
mella  of  this  cortex,  are  woven  like  a  cloth  at  Benin,  and  after- 
wards  died  and  worn  :  Under  the  branches,  and  close  to  the  body 
of  the  tree,  hang  the  nuts ;  thirty  hunches  perhaps  on  a  tree,  and 
each  of  thirty  pound  weight;  with  prickly  films  from  between 
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them,  not  unlike  hedge-bogs.     Of  these  nuts  comes  a  liquid  and 
pleasant  scented  oil,  used  as  food  and  sauce  all  over  the  coast,  but  • 
chiefly  in  the  windward  parts  of  Africa,  where  they  stamp,  boil 
and  skim  it  off  in  great  quantities ;  underneath,  where  the  branches  - 
fasten,  they  tap  them  for  wine,  called  cokra,  in  this  manner ;  the 
negroes,  who  are  mostly  limber  active  fellows,  encompass  them* 
selves  and  the  trees  with  a  hoop  of  strong  with,  and  run  up  with 
a  great  deal  of  agility,  at  the  bottom  of  a  branch  of  nuts ;  he  that 
ascends  makes  an  excavation  of  an  inch  and  a  half  over,  and  tying  > 
fast  his  calabash,  leaves  it  to  distil,  which  it  does  to  two  or  three 
quarts  in  a  night's  time;  when  done,  he  plugs  it  up,  and  chooses 
another ;  for,  if  suffered  to  run  too  much,  or  in  the  day  time,  the 
sap  is  unwarily  exhausted,  and  the  tree  spoiled ;  the  liquor  thus 
drawn  is  of  a  wheyish   colour,  very  intoxicating;    it  sours  in 
twenty  .four  hours,  but  when  new  drawn,  is  pleasant  to  thirst  and  • 
hunger  both  :  It  is  from  these  wines  they  draw  their  arrack  in 
India.     On  the  very  top  of  the  palm  grqws  a  cabbage,  called  so,  • 
we  believe,  from  some  resemblance  its  taste  is  thought  to  have  with 
ours,  being  used  like  it ;  .the  covering  has  a  down  that  makes  the 
best  of  trader,  and  the  weaving?  of  other  parts  afre  drawn  but  into 
strong  thready  r 

Cocoa-nut  trees  are  branched  like,  but  not  so  tall  as,  palm  trees ; 
the  niit,'  like  them,  growing  under  the  branches,' and  close  to  the 
trunk  ;  the  milky  liquor  they  contain,  to  the  quantity  of  half  a 
pint,  or  more,  is  often  drank  to  quench  thirst,  but  is  apt  to  sur- 
feit •,- and  this  may  be  observed  in  their  way  of  nourishment,  that 
when  the  quantity  of  milk  is  large,  the  shell  aqd  meat  are  very 
thin,  and  they  harden  and  thicken  in  proportion,  as  that  lqses. 

Cotton  trees  afso  are  the  growth*  of  all  parts  of  Africa,  as  well 
as  the  islands  ;  they  are  of  vast  bigness,  yet  not  so  apt  to  increase 
as  the  shrubs  or  bushes  of  five  or  six  feet  high ;  these  bear  a  fruit 
(if  it  may  be  so  called)  about  the  bigness  of  pigeons  eggs,  which, 
as  the  sun  swells  and  ripens  it,  bursts- forth  and  discovers  three 
cells  loaded  with  cotton,  and  seeds  in  the  middle  of  them :  This  in 
most  parts  the  negroes  know  how  to  spin,  and  here,  at  Nicongo, 
and  the  island  St  Jago,  how  to  weave  into  cloths.  : 

Yarns  Are  ^  common  root,  sweeter,  but  not  unlike'  potatoes : 
Kubakt't*  an  herb  like  spinnage :  Papa%  a  fruitless  than  the  small. 
est'  prifAfcifts;  they  are  all  three  for  boiling,  and  tb  be  eat  with 
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tneat  *  the  latter  are  improved  by  the  English  into  a  turnip  or  Aft 
apple  taste,  with  a  due  mixture  of  butter  or  limes. 

Guavaswe  a  fruit  as  large  as  a  pippin*  with  seeds  and  stones  in 
it,  of  anuncouth  astringent  taste,  though  never  so  much  be  said  in 
commendation  of  it :  In  the  West. Indies,  it  is  common  for  the 
Creolians,  (who  have  tasted  both,)  to  give  it  a  preference,  to 
peach*  or  nectarine  ;  no  amazing  thing  for  men,  whose  tastes  are 
so  degenerated,  as  to  prefer  a  toad  in  a  shell,  (as  Ward  calls  lur* 
tie,)  to  venison,  and  Negroes  to  fine  English  ladies. 

Plantains  and  bananas,  are  fruit  of  obiong  figure,  that  I  think 
differ  only  secundum  majus  $  minus ;  if  any,  the  latter  are  pre* 
feral)le,  and,  by  being  less,  are  more  juicy ;  they  are  usually,  when 
stripped  of  their  coat,  eat  at  meals  instead  of  bread  :  The  leaf  of 
this  plantain  is  an  admirable  detergent,  and  externally  applied, 
has  been  known  to  cure  the  most  obstinate  scorbutic  ulcers. 

Manyoco  is  a  root  that  shoots  in  branches  about  the  heighth  of 
of  a  currant  bush ;  from  this  root  the  islanders  make  a  farineof 
flower,  which  they  sell  at  three  ryals  a  roove,  and  drive  a  consider 
rable  trade  for  jt  with  the  ships  that  call  in.  The  manner  of  mak- 
ing it,  is  first  to  press  the  juice  from  it,  (which  is  poisonous)  by 
the  help  of  engines,  and  then* the  negroe  women,  upon  a  rough 
atone*  rub  it  into  a  granulated  flower,  which  they  reserve  in  their 
houses,  either  to  boil,  as  we  do  our  wheat,  when  it  maltosa  hearty 
food  for  the  slaves  ;  or  to  make  it  into  bread*  fine,  white,  and  well 
tasted,  for  themselves.  One  thing  worth  taking  uptjce  about  ma- 
fiyopoin  this  island,  is,  that  the  woods  abound  with  a  wild  poison, 
ous  and  more  mortiferous  sort,  which  sometimes  men,  unskilled 
in  the  preparation  of  it,  feed  on  to  their  destruction :  This  the 
missionaries  assured  me  they  often  experimented  in  their  hogs,  and 
Relieved  we  did  in  the  mortality  of  oor  sailors. 

Indian  corn  is  likewise,  as  well  as  the  farine  de  manyoco  and 

Hcef  the  common  victualling  of  our  slave  ships,  and  is  afforded 

here  at  one  thousand  heads  for  two  dollars*     This  corn  grows 

pi&ht  or  Qtne  feet  high,  on  a  hard  reed  or  stick,  shooting  forth, 

at, every  six  laches  heighthf  some  lo*g  leaves ;  it.  has  always  an 

ear,  or  rather  head,  U  the  top  of  it,  perhaps  containing  four  htw- 

««*w  fatal  iiicj-3ase  j<  and  ojften.two,  three,,  or  ww>  aj>oqfe midway. 

'^terQ/ftre^fi^pj^  tamarind  trees ;  another .  tn* e iefdieid  rfp/fy  whose 

W*>  or  nut  (ahflHt  twjce  the  bigness.of  a  desert*  a*d*itter)  & 
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chewed  by  the  Portuguese,  to  give  a  sweet  gust  to  their  water 
-which  they  drink  ;  but  above  all,  the  bark  of  one  is  gravely  af- 
firmed by  the  inhabitants,  to  have  a  peculiar  property  of  enlarging 
the  virile  member ;  those  who  are  not  fond  of  such  conceits,  nor 
believe  it  in  the  power  of  any  vegetables,  have  acknowledged  they 
have  Been  sights  of  this  kind  ameng  the  negroes  very  extraordi- 
nary ^  yet,  that  there  may  be  no  wishes  among  the  ladies  for  the 
importation  of  this  bark,  I  must  acquaint  them,  that  they  are 
found  to  grow  less  merry,  as  they  encrease  in  bulk.  I  had  like 
to  have  forgot  their  cinnamon  trees ;  there  is  only  one  walk  of 
them,  which  is  the  entrance  of  the  governor's  villa ;  they  thrive  ex- 
tremely w^ell,  and  the  bark  is  not  inferior  to  our  cinnamon  from 
India.  The  reason  why  they  and  other  spices,  in  a  soil  so  proper, 
receive  no  farther  cultivation,  is,  probably,  their  suspicion,  that. 
so  rich  a  produce  might  make  some  potent  neighbour  take  a  fancy, 
to  the  island. 

They  have  two  winter?,  or  rather  springs,  and  two  summers  : 
Their  winters,  which  are  the  rainy  seasons,  come  in  September 
and  February,  or  March,  and  continue  two  months,  returning  thai 
fatness  and  generative  power  to  the  earth,  that  make/i  it  yield  a 
double  crop  every  year,  with  little  sweat  or  labour, 

/Their  first  coming  is  with  tornadoes,  L  e.  sudden  and  hard 

gusts   of  wind,  with   thunder,  lightning,   and   heavy  showers ; 

but  the  continuance  of  these  tempests  is  very  short ;  and  the 

next  new  or  full  moon  at  those  times  of  the  year,  infallibly  in* 

troduces  the  rains,  which,  once  begun,  fall  with  little  in  tennis* 

sion,  and  are  observed  to  be  coldest  in  February.     Similar  to 

these  are  rainy  seasons  also  over  all  the  coast  of  Africa :  If  there 

may  be  allowed  any  general  way  of  calculating  their  time,  they 

happen  from  the  course  of  the  sun,  as  it  respects  the  equinoctial 

only;*  for  if  these  equinoies  prove  rainy  seasons  air  over  the 

world  (as  we  are  apt  to  think  they  do)  whatever  secret  cause 

operates  with  that  station  of  the  sun  to  produce  them,  will  more 

effectually  do  it  in  these  vicine  latitudes ;  and  therefore,  as  the 

sun  advances,  the  rains  are  brought  on  the  Whydah  and  Gold 

coast  by  April,  and  on  the  windwardmost  part  of  Guinea  by 

May :  The  other  seasQn  of  the  sun's  returning  to  the  southward, 

makes  them  more  uncertain  and  irregular  in  North  Africa ;  bat 

then  to  the  southward  again,  they  proceed  in  like  manner,  and 
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are  at  Cape  Lopes  in  October,  at  Angola  in  November,  and  aa 
in  proportion  at  the  other  parts* 

The  manner  of  living  among  the  Portuguese  here,  is  with  the 
utmost  frugal ity  and  temperance,  even  to  penury  and  starving ; 
a  familiar  instance  of  this  appears  in  the  voracity  of  their  dogs, 
who,  finding  such  clean  cupboards  at  home,  are  wild  in  a  manner  I 

with  hunger,  and  tear  up  the  graves  of  the  dead  for  food,  as  has 
been  often  seen :  They  themselves  are  lean  with  covetousness, 
and  that  Christian  .virtue,  which  is  often  the  result  of  it,  self- 
denial  ;  they  would  even  train  up  their  cattle  in  the  same  way, 
could  they  fetch  as  much  money,   or  had  they  not  their  provisions 
more  immediately  of  Providence.  The  best  of  them  (excepting  the 
governor  now  and  then)   neither  pay  nor  receive  any  visits  of 
escapade  or  recreation  ;  they  meet  and  sit  down  at  each  others 
doors  in  the  streets  every  evening  ;  and  as  few  of  them,  in  so  small 
an  island,  can  have  their  plantations  at  any  greater  distance  than 
that  they  may  see  them  every  day  if  they  will,  so  the  subject  of  their 
talk  is  mostly  how  affairs  went  there,  with  their  negroes,  or  their 
ground,  and  then  they  part  one  with  another  innocently,  but  as 
empty  as  when  they  came  together. 

1  The  negroes  have  yet  no  hard  duty  with  them,  they  are  rathe* 
happy  in  slavery  ;  for  as  their  food  is  chiefly  vegetables,  that 
could  no  way  else  be  expended,  there,  are  no  murmurs  bred  on 
that  account ;  and  as  their  business  is  domestic,  either  in  the  ser* 
vices  of  the  house,  or  in  gardening,  sowing,  or  planting,  they 
nave  no  more  than  what  every  man  would  prefer  for  his  health 
and  pleasure  j  the  hardest  of  their  work  is,  the  carriage  of  their 
masters,  or  their  wives,  to  and  from  the  plantations  ;  this  tney  do 
in  hammocks  (called  at  Whydab,  Serpentines,)  flung  across,  a 
pole j  with  a  cloth  overhead,  to  screen  the  person,  so  carried, 
from  sun  and  weather,  and  the  slaves  are  at  each  end  ;  and  yet 
even  this,  me  thinks,  U  better  than  the  specious  liberty  a  man  has 
for  himself  and  his  heirs  to  work  in  a  coal  mine* 

The  negroes  are  most  of  them,  through  the  care  of  their  pa* 
trons,  Christians,  at  least  nominal ;  but,  excepting  a  very  few, 
they  adhere  still  to  many  silly  Pagan  customs,  in  their  mournings 
and  rejoicings;  and  in  some  measure,  a  powerful  majority  of  these 
people  has  introduced  their  manners  among  the  vulgar  of  the 
Mulatto  and  Portuguese  race* 
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,  When  a  person  of  that  colour  dies,  his  relations  and  friends 
meet  at  the  house,  where  the  corpse  is  laid  out  decently  on  the 
ground,  and  covered,  all  except  the  face,  with  a  sheet ;  they  sit 
round  it,  crying  and  howling  dreadfully,  not  unlike  what  thb  na. 
tiyes  are  said  to  do  in  Ireland :  This  mourning  lasts  for  eight  \flaya 
and  nights,  but  not  equally  intense,  for  as  the  friends,  who  com- 
pose the  chorus,  go  out  and  in,  they  grow  weary,  and  are  unequally 
affected  ;  so  that  the  tone  lessens  daily,  and  the  intervals  of  grief 
are  longer; 

In  rejoicings  and  festivals  they  are  equally  ridiculous ;  these  are. 
commonly  made  on  some  friend's  escape  from  shipwreck,  or  other 
danger ;  They  meet  in  a  large  room  of  the  house,  with  a  strum, 
strum,  to  which  one  of  the  company,  perhaps,  sings  woefully ;  the 
rest,  standing  round  the  room  close  to  the  partitions,  take  it  in 
their  turns,  one  or  two  at  a  time  to  step  round,  in  a  manner  which 
they  call  dancing,  the  whole  clapping  their  hands  continually, 
and  hooping  out  every  minute  Abeo,  which  signifies  no  more  than, 
How  do  you  do  ?  And  this  foolish  mirth  will  continue  three  or 
fcnr  days  together  at  a  house,  and,  perhaps,  twelve  or  sixteen 
kours  at  a  time. 

The  Portuguese,  though  eminently  abstemious  and  temperate 
in  all  other  things,  are  unbounded  in  their  lusts ;  and  perhaps 
they  substitute  the  former,  in  the  room  of  a  surgeon,  as  a  counter* 
poison  -to  the  mischiefs  of  a  promiscuous  salacity:  They  have 
most  of  them  venereal  taints,  and  with  age  become  meagre  and 
hectic :  I  saw  two  instances  here  of  venereal  ulcers  that  had  can. 
cerated  in  the  bowels,— spectacles  enough  to  have  effectually  per* 
suaded  men  how  salutary  the  restriction  of  laws  are. 

Annobono  is  the  last,  and  of  .the  least  consequence  of  the  three 
islands ;  there  are  plenty  of  fruits  and  provisions,  which  they  ex* 
change  for  old  clothes  and  trifles  of  any  sort ;  they  have  a  govern 
nor  nominated  from  St  Thome,  and  two  or  three  priests,  neither 
of  which  are  minded,  every  one  living  at  discretion,  filled  with  ig- 
norance and  Inst. 

But  to  return  to  Captain  Davis  ; — The  next  day  after  he  left 
Anamabona,  the  man  at  the  mast* head  discovered  a  sail.  It  may 
be  proper  to  inform  our  readers,  that,  according  to  the  laws  of 
pirates,  the  man  who  first  discovers  a  ship,  is  entitled *to  the  best 
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pair  of  pistols  in  the  ship,  and  such  is  the  honour  attached  to  these, 
that  a  pair  of  them  has  been  known  to  sell  for  thirty  pounds. 

Davis  pursued  that  vessel,  which  being  between  him  and  the 
shore,  laboured  hard  to  run  aground.  Davis,  perceiving  this,  got 
between  her  and  land,  then  fired  a  broad- side  at  her,  when  she  in*- 
mediately  struck.  She  proved  to  be  a  very  rich  prize,  having  on 
board  the  governor  of  Acra,'  with  all  his  substance,  going  to  Hol- 
land, There  was,  in  money,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand 
pounds,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  merchant  goods,  and  other  va- 
luable articles* 

Before  they  reached  the  isle  of  Princes,  the  St  James  sprung  a 
leak,  so  that  the  men  and  the  valuable  articles  were  removed  into 
Davis's  own  ship.  When  he  came  in  sight  of  the  fort,  he  hoistetf 
English  colours.  The  Portuguese,  seeing  a  large  ship  sailing  to- 
wards the  shore,  sent  a  sloop  to  discover  her  character  and  desti- 
nation. Davis  informed  them,  that  he  was  an  English  man-of- 
war,  sent  ont  in  search1  of  some  pirates  which  they  had  heard  were 
in  this  quarter.  Upon  this,  he  was  piloted  into  the  port,  and  an- 
chored below  the  guns  at  the  fort.  The  governor  was  happy  to 
have  Englishmen  in  his  harbour  ;  and,  to  do  honour  to  Davis,  sent 
down  a  file  of  musqueteers  to  escort  him  into  the  fort,  while  Da- 
vis,  the  more  to  cover  his  design,  ordered  nine  men,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  English,  to  row  him  on  shore. 

During  the  time  that  Davis  remained  here,  a>  French  vessel 
came  into  the  harbour,  which  Davis  plundered,  alleging  to  the 
governor,  that  it  was  only  some4. goods  that  were  in  her  that  he 
knew  belonged  to  pirates. 

Davis  also  took  the  opportunity  of  cleaning  and  preparing  all 
things  for  renewing  his  operations.  He,  however,  could  not  con. 
tentedly  leave  the  fort,  without  receiving  some  of  the  riches  of  the 
island.  He  formed  a  scheme  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  and  com- 
municated the  same  to  his  men.  His  design  was  to  make  .the  go- 
vernor a  present  of  a  few  negroes  in  return  for  his  kindness  ;  then 
to  invite  him,  with  a  few  of  the  principal  men  and  friars  belonging 
to  the  island,  to  dine  on  board  his  ship,  and  secure  them  all  in 
irons,  until  each  of  them  should  give  a  large  ransom.  They  were 
accordingly  invited,  and  very  readily  consented  to  go  :  Deeming 
themselves  honoured  by  his  attention,  all  that  were  invited,  would 
certainly  have  gone  on  board.  Fortunately,  however,  for  them,  » 
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*egro,  who  was  privy  to  the  horrible  plan  of  Davis,  swam  on  shore 
during  the  night,  and  gave  information  of  the  danger  to  the  governor. 
•  In  present  circumstances,  the  governor  also  thought  it  proper  to 
dissemble  his  indignation,  and  to  wait  the  event.  The  day  arrived^ 
and  Davis,  the  better  to  secure  his  prey,  and  to  delude  his  in- 
tended guests  on  board,  along  with  his  fellow  nobles,  (a  tide 
Which  Davis  and  his  principal  officers  had  assumed,)  went  on 
shore  to  bring  the  governor  and  the  rest  on  board  to  dinner ;  and 
they  were  desired  to  walk  up  to  the  fort  to  take  a  little  refresh, 
ment.  An  ambush  was  laid  for  them,  and  a  whole  volley  being 
fired  at  them,  every  man  felt  except  one,  who  ran  back  and  gain* 
ed  the  boat.  Davis  was  wounded  in  the  bowels,  and/  in  his  dying 
ftgony,  fired  his  pistols  at  his  pursuers. 


«-£ 
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Bartholomew  Roberts  was  trained  to  a  sea-faring  life. 
Among  other  voyages  which  he  made  during  the  time  that  he  law. 
folly  procured  his  maintenance,  he  sailed  for  the  Guinea  coast, 
Where  he  was  taken  by  the  pirate  Davis.  He  was  at  first  very 
averse  to  that  mode  of  life,  and  would  certainly  have  deserted,  had 
an  opportunity  occurred.  It  happened  to  him, v  however,  as  to 
many  upon  another  element,  that  preferment  calmed  his  con. 
science,  and  reconciled  him  to  that  which  he  formerly  hated. 

Davis  having  fallen  in  the  manner  related,  those  who  had  as. 
Burned  the  title  of  Lords,  assembled  to  deliberate  concerning  the 
choice  of  a  new  commander.  There  were  several  candidates, 
who,  by  their  services,  had  risen  to  eminence  among  their  bre. 
thren,  and  each  of  them  thought  himself  qualified  to  bear  rule. 
One  addressed  the  assembled  Lords,  saying,  u  That  the  good  of 
the  whole,  and  the  maintaining  of  order,  demanded  a  head,  but 
that  the  proper  authority  was  deposited  in  the  community  at  large ; 
so  that  if  one  should  be  elected  who  did  not  act  and  govern  for  the 
general  good,  he  could  be  deposed,  and  another  one  subs  tit  ued  in 
his  place. 

"  We  are  the  original^"  said  he,  "  of  this  claim,  and  should  a 
captain  be  so  saucy  as  to  exceed  prescription  at  any  time,  why, 
down  with  him !  It  will  be  a  caution,  afteriie  is  dead,  to  his  sue. 
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cessors,  of  what  fatal  consequence  any  kind  of  assuming  may  be;  ' 
however,  it  is  my  advice,  while  we  are  sober,  to  pitch  upon  aman 
of  courage,  and  skilled  in  navigation,— one  who,  by  his  prudence 
and  bravery,  seems  best  able  to  defend  this  commonwealth,  and 
ward  us  from  the  dangers  and  tempests  of  an  unstable  element, 
and  the  fatal  consequences  of  anarchy ;  and  6uch  a  one  1  take 
Roberts  to  be  :  A  fellow  in  all  respects  worthy  of  your  esteem 
and  favour." 

This  speech  was  applauded  by  all  but  Lord  Sims  on,  who  had 
himself  strong  expectations  of  obtaining  the  highest  command.  He 
at  last,  in  a  surly  tone,  said  he  did  not  regard  whom  they  chose  as 
a  commander,  provided  he  was  not  a  Papist,  for  he  had  conceived 
a  mortal  hatred  to  them,  because  his  father  had  been  a  sufferer 
in  Monmouth's  rebellion. 

Thus,  though  Roberts  had  only  been  a  few  weeks  among  them, 
yet  his  election  was  confirmed  by  the  Lords  and  Commons.  He, 
with  the  best  force  he  could,  accepted  of  the  dignity  saying, 
t(  That  since  .he  had  dipped  his  hands  in  muddy  water,  and  must 
be  a  pirate,  it  was  better  being  a  commander  than  a  private  man." 

The  government  being  settled,  and  other  officers  chosen  in  the 
room  of  those  who  had  fallen  with  Davis,  it  was  resolved  not  ti 
leave  this  place,  without  revenging  his  death.  Accordingly  thirty 
men,  under  the  command  of  one  Kennedy,  a  bold  and  profligate 
fe|low,  landed,  and,  under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the  ship,  ascended 
the  hill  upon  which  the  fort  stood.  They  were  no  sooner  disco, 
vered  by  the  Portuguese,  then  they  abandoned  the  fort,  and  took 
shelter  in  the  town.  The  pirates  then  entered  without  opposition, 
set  fire  to  the  fort,  and  tumbled  the  guns  into  the,  sea. 

Not  satisfied  with  this  injury,  some  proposed  to  land  and  set 
the  tow  a  in  flames.  Roberts,  however,  reminded  them  of  the  great 
danger  to  which  this  would  inevitably  expose  them  :  That  there 
was  a  thick  wood  at  the  back  of  the  town,  where  the  inhabitants, 
could  hide  themselves,  and  that,  when  their  all  was  at  stake,  the/ 
would  certainly  make  a  folder  resistance  ;  and  that  the  burning 
0^  destroying  a  few  houses,  would  be  a  small  return  for  their  la. 
bour,  and  the  loss  that  they  might  sustain.  This  prudent  advice 
Ijad  the  desired  effect,  and  they  contented  themselves  with  lighten, 
ing  the  French  vessel,  and  battering  down  several  houses  of  the 
town,  to  shew  their  high  displeasure. 
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-  Roberts  sailed  southward,  captured  a  Dutch  Guineaman,  and, 
having  emptied  her  of  every  thing  they  thought  proper,  they  re- 
turned her  to  the  commander.  Two  days  after  they  captured  an 
English  ship,  and,  as  the  men  joined  in  pirating,  they  emptied 
and  burnt  the  ship,  then  sailed  for  St  Thomas.  Meeting  with  no 
prize,  they  sailed  for  Anamaboe,  and  there  watered  and  repaired. 
Having  again  put  to  sea,  a  vote  was  taken  whether  they  should 
sail  for  the  East. Indies  or  for  Brazil.  The  latter  place  was  voted, 
and  they  arrived  there  in  twenty.eight  days.  To  shew  what  a  be- 
neficial commerce  might  be  carried  on  here  by  the  West  India 
merchants,  a  description  of  Brazil,  and  the  adjacent  coast,  written 
by  an  intelligent  gentleman,  may  be  given  to  our  readers. 

A  Description  of  Brazil,  fyc* 

Brazil,  which  signifies  the  holy  cross,  was  discovered  for  the 
King  of  Portugal,  by  Alvarez  Cabral,  Anno  Dom.  1501 ;  it  ex- 
tends almost  from  the  equinoctial  to  $8°  south.  The  air  is  tem- 
perate and  cool,  in  comparison  of  the  West  Indies,  from  stronger 
breezes  and  an  opener  country,  which  gives  less  interruption  to 
the  winds. 

The  northernmost  part  of  it,  stretching  about  one  bundered  and 
eighty  leagues,  is  a  fine  fertile  country,  and  was  taken  from  the 
Portuguese  by  the  Dutch  West  India  Company $  but  the  con- 
querors, as  is  natural  where  there  is  little  or  no  religion  subsisting, 
made  such  heavy  exactions  on  the  Portuguese,  and  extended  such 
cruelty  to  the  natives,  that  prepared  them  both  to  unite  in  a.  vo- 
luntary revolt,  facilitated  by  the  Dutch  mismanagement. 

There  are  only  three  principal  towns  of  trade  on  the  Brazil 
coast,  St  S  ah  adore,  .St  Sebastian  and  Pernambuco. 

St  Salvador e  in  the  Bahia  los  todos  Santos,  is  an  archbishopric 
and  seat  of  the  vicerov,  the  chief  port  of  trade  for  importation, 
where  most  of  the  gold  from  the  mines  is  lodged,  and  whence  the 
fleets  for  Europe  generally  depart.  The  seas  about  it  abound 
with  whale  fish,  which  in  the  season,  they  catch  in  great  numbers ; 
the  flesh  is  salted  up  generally  to  be  the  victualling  of  their  slave- 
•hips,  and  the  train  reserved  for  exportation,  at  thirty  and  thirty, 
five  mi) rays  a  pipe. 

Rio  Janeiro*  or  the  town  of  St  Sebastian,  is  the  southermost 
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ef  the  Portuguese  ports,  and  the  worst  provided  of  necessanelj 
but  commodious  for  a  settlement,  because  nigh  the  mine,  and  con. 
venient  to  supervise  the  slaves,  who,  as  we  have  been  told,  do  usu- 
ally allow  their  master  a  dollar  per  diemy  add  have  the  overplus  ot 
their  work  to  themselves. 

The  gold  from  hence  is  esteemed  the  best*  it  be4ng  of  a  cop  perish 
colour,  and  they  have  a  mint  to  run  it  into  coin,  both  here  and  at 
Bahia ;  the  moidores  of  either  having  the  initial  letters  of  each 
place  upon  them. 

Pernambucd)  though  mentioned  last,  is  the  second  in  dignity* 
a  large  and  populous  town,  and  -  has  its  rise  from  the  ruins  of 
Qlinda,  or  The  Handsome  ^  a  city  of  a  far  pleas  ante  r  situation, 
six  miles  up  the  river,  but  not  so  commodious  for  traffic  and 
commerce.  Just  above  the  town  the  river  divides  itself  into 
two  branches,  not  running  directly  into  the  sea,  but  to  the  south, 
ward ;  and  in  the  nook  of  the  island  made  by  that  division,  stands 
the  governor's  house,  a  square  plain  building  of  Count  Maurice's, 
with  two  towers,  on  which  are  only  this  date  inscribed,  Anno 
1641*  The  avenues  to  it  are  very  pleasant,  through  vistas  of' 
tall  cocoa-nut  trees. 

.  Over  each  branch  of  the  river  is  a  bridge ;  that  leading  to  the 
country  is  all  of  timber,  but  the  other  to  the  town,  consisting  of 
twenty- six  of  twenty. eight  arches,  is  half  of  stone,  and  made  by 
the  Dutch,  who  in  their  time  had  little  shops  and  gaming-house* 
on  each  side  for  recreation. 

The  pavements  also  of  the  town  are  in  some  places  Of  broad  tiles* 
the  remaining  fragments  of  their  conquest,  n  The  town  has  the 
outer  branch  of  the  river  behind  it,  and  the  harbour  before  it; 
jutting  into  which,  latter  are  close  keys,  for  the  weighing  and  re- 
ceiving of  customage  on  merchandize,  and  for  the  meeting  arid 
conferring  of  merchants  and  traders.  The  houses  are  strong  built, 
but  homely  letticed,  like  those  of  Lisbon,  for  the  admission  of  air, 
•without  closets,  and,  what  is  worse,  without  hearths,  which  makes 
their  cookery  consist  all  in  frying  and  stewing  upon  stoves ;  an" 
tnat  they  do  till  the  fliesh  becomes  tender  enough  to  shake  it  to 
pieces,  when  one  knife  is  thought  sufficient  to  serve  a  table  of  half 
a  score. 

The  greatest  inconvenience  of  Pernambuca,  is,  that  there  islJM 
•Be  public-house  in  it ; '  so  that  strangers  are  obliged  to  hire  a*J 
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erdinary  one  they  can  get,  at  a  guinea  a  month :  And  others, 
who  come  to  transact  affairs  of  importance,  must  come  reconu 
mended,  if  it  were  only  for  the  sake  of  privacy. 

The  market  is  well  stocked,  beef  being  at  five  farthings  per  lb. 
a  sheep  or  a  goat  at  nine  shillings,  a  turkey  at  four  shillings,  and 
very  large  fowls  at  two  shillings  a- piece.  These  may  be  procured 
much  cheaper,  by  hiring  a  man  to  fetch  them  out  of  the  country. 
The  dearest  in  its  kind  is  water,  which  being  fetched  in  vessel* 
from  Olinda,  will  not  be  put  on  board  in  the  road  under  two  cm- 
sados  a  pipe. 

There  are  three  monasteries,  and  about  sis  churches,  none  of 
them  rich  or  magnificent,  unless  one  dedicated  to  St  Antonio,  the 
patron  of  their  kingdom,  which  shines  all  over  with  exquisite  pieces 
of  paint  and  gold. 

The  export  of  Brasil,  besides  gold,  is  chiefly  sugars  and  to- 
bacco ;  the  latter  are  sent  off  in  rolls  of  a  quintal  weight,  kept 
continually  moistened  with  molasses,  whfth,  with  the  soil  it  springs 
from,  imparts  a  strong  and  peculiar  scent,  more  sensible  than  the 
muff  made  from  it,  which,  though  under  prohibition  of  importing 
to  Lisbon,  sells  here  at  two  shillings  per  lb.  as  the  tobacco  does  at 
about  six  tnillrays  a  roll.  The  finest  of  their  sugars  sells  at  eight 
shillings  per  roove,  and  a  small  ill  tasted  rum,  drawn  from  the 
dregs,  and  molasses,  at  two  tes tunes  a  gallon. 

Besides  these,  they  send  off  great  quantities  of  Brasil  wood,  and 
whale  oil,  with  some  gums  and  parrots ;  the  latter  are  different' 
from  the  African  in  colour  and  bigness ;  for  as  they  are  blue  and 
larger,  these  are  green  and  smaller  ;  and  the  females  of  them  ever 
retain  the  wild  note,  and  cannot  be  brought  to  talk. 

In  lieu  of  this  produce,  the  Portuguese,  once  every  year,  bf 
their  fleet  from  Lisbon,  import  all  manner  of  European  commodi* 
ties ;  and  whoever  is  unable  to  lay  in  store,  or  neglect  of  supply* 
iog  himself  at  that  season,  buys  at  a  very  advanced  rate  before  the 
return  of  another. 

To  transport  passengers,  slaves,  or  merchandise,  from  one  settlei 
ment  to  another,  or  in  fishing,  they  make  use  of  bark  logs*  by  tfc* 
Brasilians  called  Jingadahs :  They  are  made  of  four  pieces  of 
timber,  the  two  outermost  being  the  longest,  pinned  and  fastened 
together,  and  sharpened  at  the  ends:  towards eaeh  extremity  a 
•tool  is  fixed,  to  sit  on  for  paddling,  or  to  hold  by,  when  the  agita* 
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tion  is  more  than  ordinary  ;  with  these  odd  sort  of  engines,  cot** 
tinually  washed  over  by  the  water,  do  these  people,  with  a  little 
triangular  sail,  sprited  about  the  middle  of  it,  venture  out  of  sigh* 
•  of  land,  and  along  the  coasts  for  many  leagues,  in  any  sort  of 
weather ;  and  if  they  overset  with  a  squall,  which  is  not  unconu 
sion,'they  swim,  and  presently  turn  it  upright  again. 

The  natives  are  of  the  darkest  copper  colour,  with  thin  hair,  o» 
a  square  make,  and  muscular ;  but  not  so  well  looking  as  the  wool- 
ley  generation.  They  acquiesce  patiently  to  the  Portuguese  go* 
vernment,  who  use  them  much  more  humanely  and  Cbristain.like 
than  the  Dutch  did,  and  by  that  means,  have  extended  quietness 
and  peace,  as  well  as  their  possessions,  three  or  four  hundred  mile* 
into  the  country.  A  country  abounding  with  fine  pastures  and 
numerous  herds  of  cattle,  and  which  yields  a  vast  increase  from 
•very  thing  that  is  Sown  :  Hence  they  bring  down  to  us  parrots, 
small  monkeys,  armadillos  and  sanguins,  and  we  have  been  as- 
sured, they  have,  in  the  inland  parts,  a  serpent  of  a  vast  magnitude, 
called  siboya,  able  they  say,. to  swallow  a  whole  sheep  ;  several 
have  seen  the  skin  of  another  species  full  six  yards  long,  and  there- 
lore  we  think  the  story  not  improbable. 

/The  harbour  of  Pernambuca  is  perhaps  singular,  it  is  made  of 
a  ledge  of  rocks,  half  a  cable's  length  from  the  main,  and  but 
little  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  running  at  that  equal  distance 
and  height  several  leagues,  towards  Cape  Augustine  ;  a  harbour 
Tunning  between  them,  capable  of  receiving  ships  of  the  greatest 
burden  :  The  northermost  end  of  this  wall  of  rock,  is  higher  than 
any  part,  of  the  contiguous  line  ;  on  this  a  little  fort  is  built,  com- 
manding the  passage  either  of  boat  or  ship,  as  they  come  over  the 
bar  into  the  harbour  :  On  the  starboard  side,  or  the  side  towards 
the  main,  after  yon  have  entered  a  little  way,  stands  another  fort, 
which  is  a  pentagon,  that  would  prove  of  small  account,  1  imagine, 
against  a  few  disciplined  men  ;  and  yet  in  these  consist  all  their 
strength  and  security,  either  in  the  harbour  or  town  :  They  have 
begun  indeed  &  wall,  sirice  their  removing  from  Olindo,  designed 
to  surround  the  latter ;  but  the  slow  progress  they  make  in  raising 
it,  leaves  room  to  siispect  it  will  be  a  long  time  in  finishing.. 

The  road  without  is  used  by  the  Portuguese,  when  they  are 
High  sailing  for  Europe,  and  wait  for  the.  convoy,  or  are  bound  to 
Bahia ;   and  by  strangers  only  when  necessity  compels  them  j 
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Hmb  best  of  it  is  ten  fathom  water,  near  three  niiles  W.  N.  W# 
from  the  town ;  nigher  in,  it  is  foul  with  the  many  anchors  lost  there 
by  the  Portuguese  ships ;  and  farther  out,  in  about  14  fathoms,  it(is 
corally  and  rocky*  July  is  the  Worst  and  winter  season  of  this 
coast,  the  trade  winds  being  then  very  strong  and  dead,  bringing 
in  a  prodigious  and  unsafe  swell  into  the  road,  intermixed  every 
day  with  squalls,  rain,  and  a  hazy  horizon,  but  at  other  times  se- 
re ner  skies  and  sunshine* 

In  these  southern  latitudes  is  a  constellation,  which,  from  some 
resemblance  to  a  Jerusalem  cross,  bears  the  name  of  Crosiers , 
the  brightest  of  the  hemisphere  ;  and  observations  are  taken  by  it 
as  by  the  northern  latitudes.  What  we  mention  this  for,  is  to  in- 
troduce the  admirable  phenomenon  in  these  seas  of  the  Magellanic 
clouds,  whose  risings  and  settings  are  so  regular,  that,  we  have 
been  assured,  the  same  nocturnal  observations  are  made  by  them 
as  by  the  stars.  These  are  two .  clouds,  small  and  whitish,  no 
larger  in  appearance  than  a  man's  hat,  and  are  seen  here  in  July 
in  88  S.  lat.  about  four  in  the  morning ;  if  their  appearance  should 
be  said  to  be  the  reflection  of  light,  from  some  stellary  bodies 
above  them,  yet  the  difficulty  is  not  easily  answered,  how  these, 
beyond  others.,  become  so  durable  and  regular  in  their  motions* 

Upon  this  coast  our  rovers  cruized  for  about  nine  weeks, iteep- 
ing  generally  out  of  sight  of  land,  but  without  seeing  a  sail ;  which 
discouraged  them  so,  that  they  determined  to  leave  the  station, 
and  steer  for  the  West  Indies ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  they  stood 
in  to  make  the  land  for  the  taking  of  their  departure1,  by  which 
means  they  fell  in,  unexpectedly,  with  a  fleet  of  4%  sail  df  Portu. 
guese  ships,  off  the  Bay  of  los  Todos  Santos ,  wkh  all  their  lading 
in  for  Lisbon  ;  several  of  them  of  good  force,  who  lay  there  wait* 
ing  for  two  men-of-war  of  70  gtlnS  each  for  their  convoy.  How- 
ever, Roberts  thought  it  should  go  hard  with  him  but  he  would 
make  up  his  market  among  them,  and  thereupon  he  mixed  with 
the  fleet,  and  kept  his  men  hid  till  proper  resolutions  could  be 
formed  ;  that  done,  they  came  close  up  to  one  of  the  deepest,  and 
ordered  her  to  send  the  master  on  board  quietly,  threatening  to 
give  them  no  quarters,  if  any  resistance  or  signal  of  distress  was 
made*  The  Portuguese,  being  surprised  at  these  threats,  and  the 
sudden  flourish  of  cutlasses  from  the  pirates,  submitted  without  a 
word,  and  the  Captain  came  on  board ;  Roberts  saluted  him  after 
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a  friendly  manner,  telling  him,  that  they  were  gentlemen  of  for- 
tune,  and  that  their  business  with  Kim  was  only  to  be  informed 
which  was  the  richest  ship  in  that  fleet ;  and  if  he  directed  them 
right,  he  should  be  restored  to  his  ship  without  molestation,  other* 
wise,  he  must  expect  instant  death. 

He  then  pointed  .to  one  of  forty  guns,  and  a  hundred  and  unf 
men  ;  and  though  her  strength  was  greatly  superior  to  "Robert** 
yet  he  made  towards  her,  taking  the  master  of  the  captured  vessel 
along  with  him.  Coming  along  side  of  her^  Roberts  ordered  the 
prisoner  to  ask,  "  How  Seignior  Captain  did  ?"  and  to  invite  him 
on  board,  as  he  had  a  matter  of  importance  to  impart  to  him.  »• 
was  answered,  u  that  he  wonld  wait  upon  him  presently."  Roberts, 
however,  observing  more  than  ordinary  bustle  on  board,  at  once 
concluded  they  were  discovered,  and  pouring  a  broadside  into  her, 
ihey  immediately  boarded,  grappled  and  took  her.  She  was  • 
very  rich  prize,  laden  with  sugar,  skins,  and  tobacco,  with  four 
thousand  moidores  of  gold,  besides  other  valuable  articles. 

In  possession  of  so  much  riches,  they  were  now  solicitous  to  find 
a  safe  retreat  to  spend  their  time  in  mirth  and  wantonness.  They 
determined  upon  a  place  called  the  DeviPs  Islands,  upon  the 
river  Surinam,  where  they  arrived  in  safety,  and  met  with  a  kind 
reception  from  the  governor  and  the  inhabitants. 

In  this  river  they  seized  a  sloop,  which  informed  them  that  she 
had  sailed  in  company  with  a  brigantine  loaded  with  provisions* 
This'  was  welcome  intelligence,  as  their  provisions  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted. Deeming  this  too  important  business  to  trust  to  foreign 
hands,  Roberts,  with  forty  men  in  the  sloop,  gave  *chace  to  that 
tail.  In  the  keenness  of  the  moment,  and  trusting  to  his  usual  good 
fortune,  Roberts  supposed  that  he  had  only  to  take  a  short  sail, 
in  order  to  bring  in  the  vessel  with  her  cargo ;  but,  to  his  sad  dis- 
appointment, he  pursued  her  during  eight  days,  and,  instead  of 
gaining,  was  losing  way.  In  these  circumstances,  he  came  to 
anchor,  and  sent  off  the  boat  to  give  intelligence  of  their  distress 
to  their  companions. 

In  their  extremity  of  want,  they  took  up  part  of  the  floor  of 
the  cabin,  and  patched  up  a  sort  of  tray  with  rope-yarns,  to  pud. 
die  on  shore  to  get  a  little  water  to  preserve  their  lives.  After 
their  patience  was  almost  exhausted,  the  boat  returned,  but,  in. 
ftead  of  bringing  provisions,  they  brought  the  unpleasing  inform*. 
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4i0n,  diat  the  lieutenant,  one  Kennedy,  had  run  off  with  both  the 
•hips.  ' 

The  misfortune  and  misery  of  Roberts  were  greatly  aggravated 
from  reflecting  upon  his  own  imprudence,  and  want  of  foresight, 
as  well  as  from  the  baseness  of  Kennedy  and  his  crew.  Impelled 
by  the  necessity' of  his  situation,  he  now  began  to  reflect 'upon 
what  means  to  employ  for  future  support.  Under  the  foolish  sup- 
position, that  any  laws,  oaths,  or  regulations,  could  bind  those 
who  had  bid  open  defiance  to  all  divine  and  human  laws,  he  pro. 
ceeded  to  form  a  code  of  regulations,  to  maintain  order  and  unity 
in  his  little  commonwealth* 

But  present  necessity  compelled  them  to  action,  and  they  with 
their  small  sloop  sailed  for  the  West  Indies.  They  were  not 
long  before  they  captured  two  sloops,  which  supplied  them  with 
provisions,  and  a,  few  days  after  a  brigantiae  ;  and  then  proceeded 
to  Barbadoes.  When  off  that  island  they  met  a  vessel  of  ten 
guns,  richly  laden  from  Bristol ; — after  plundering,  and  detaining 
her  three  days,  they  allowed  her  to  prosecute  her  voyage.  This 
vessel,  however,  informed  the*  governor  of  what  had  befallen  them, 
Who  sent  a  vessel  of  twenty  guns  and  eighty  men,  in  quest  of  the 
'pirates. 

That  vessel  was  commanded  by  one  Rogers,  who  the  second  day 
of  his  Cruize  discovered  Roberts.  Ignorant  of  any  vessel  being 
tent  after  them,  they  made  towards  each  other.  Roberts  gave 
him  a  gun,  bnt  instead  of  striking,  the  other  returned  a  broadside, 
with  three  huzzas*  A  severe  engagement  ensued*  and  Roberts, 
being  hard  put  to  it,  lightened  his  vessel  and  run  off. 

Roberts  then  sailed  for  the  island  of  Dominica,  where  he  wa. 
tered,  and  was  supplied  by  the  inhabitants  with  provisions,  for 
which  he  gave  them  goods  in  return*  Here  he  met  with  fifteen 
Englishmen,  that  had  been  left  upon  the  island  by  a  Frenchman, 
who  had  made  a  prize  of  their  vessel ;  and  they,  entering  into  his 
service,  proved  a  seasonable  addition  to  his  strength* 

Though  they  did  not  think  this  a  proper  place  for  cleaning,  yet 
as  this  was  absolutely  necessary,  they  directed  their  course  to  the 
Granada  islands  for  that  purpose.  This  however  had  well  nigh 
proved  fatal  to  them  ;  for  the  governor  of  Martinico  fitted  out  twb 
sloops  to  go  in  quest  of  the  pirates.  They  sailed  to  the  above. 
Mentioned  place,  cleaned  with  unusual  dispatch,  and  just  left  that 
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place  the  night  before  the  sloops  which  were  in  pursuit  of  them  ai** 
rived. 

They  next  sailed  for  Newfoundland,  and  entered  the  harbour 
of  Trepassi,  with  their  black  colours  flying,  drums  beating,  and 
trumpets  sounding.     Io  that  harbour  there  were  no  less  than 
twenty  .two  ships,  which  the  men  abandoned  upon  the  sight  of  the 
pirates.     It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  injury  which  they  did  at 
this  place,  by  burning  or  sinking  the  ships,  destroying  the  planta- 
tions, and  pillaging  the  houses.     Power  in  the  hands  of  mean  and 
ignorant  men,  renders  them  wanton,  insolent,  and  cruel.    They 
are  literally  like  madmen,    who  cast  fire-brands,   arrows,  and 
death,  and  say,  "Are  not  we  in  sport  ?" 

Roberts  saved  a  Bristol  galley  from  his  depredations  in  the 
harbour,  which  he  fitted  and  manned  for  his  own  service.  Upon 
the  banks  he  met  ten  sail  of  French  ships,  and  destroyed  them  all, 
except  one  of  twenty.six  guns,  which  he  seized  and  carried  off, 
and  called  her  the  Fortune.  Then,  giving  the  Bristol  galley  to 
the  Frenchman,  they  sailed  in  quest  of  new  adventures,  and  soon 
took  several  prizes,  and  from  them  increased  the  number  of  their 
own  hands.  The  Samuel,  one  of  these,  was  a  very  rich  vessel,  hav- 
ing some  respectable  passengers  on  board,  who  were  roughly 
used,  and  threatened  with  death,  if  they  did  not  deliver  up  their 
money  and  their  goods.  They  stripped  the  vessel  of  every  article, 
either  necessary  for  their  vessel  or  themselves,  to  the  amount  of 
eight  or  nine  thousand  pounds.  They  then  deliberated  whether 
to  sink  or  burn  the  Samuel,  but  in  the  mean  time  they  discovered 
a  sail,  so  they  left  the  empty  Samuel,  and  gave  the  other  chace.  At 
midnight  they  overtook  her,  and  she  proved  to  be  the  Snow  from 
Bristol ;  and,  because  of  his  country,  they  used  the  master  in  a 
cruel  and  barbarous  manner.  Two  days  after,  they  took  the 
Little  York  of  .Virginia,  the  Love  of  Liverpool,  both  of  which 
they  plundered  and  sent  off.  In  three  days  they  captured  other 
three  vessels,  removing  the  goods  out  of  them,  sinking  one,  and 
sending  off  the  other  two. 

They  next  sailed  for  the  West  Indies,  but  provisions  growing 
short,  they  sailed  to  St  Christopher's,  when  being  denied  provi- 
sions by  the  governor,  they  fired  on  the  town,  and  burnt  two  ships 
in  the  roads.  They  then  repaired  to  the  island  of  St  Bartholomew, 
where  the  governor  supplied  them  with  every  necessary,  and  car. 
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ressed  them  in  the  kindest  manner.  Fatigued  with  indulgence, 
and  having  taken  in  a  large  stock  of  every  thing  necessary,  they 
unanimously  voted  to  hasten  to  the  coast  of  Guinea.  In  their 
way  they  took  a  Frenchman,  and  as  she  was  fitter  for  the  pirate 
service  than  their  own,  they  informed  the  captain,  that,  as  "  a 
fair  exchange  was  no  robbery,"  they  would  exchange  sloops  with 
him  ;  accordingly,  having  shifted  their  men,  they  set  sail*  They, 
however,  by  a  mistake,  going  out  of  the  track  of  the  trade  winds, 
were  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  the  West  Indies. 

They  now  directed  their  course  to  Surinam,  but  they  had  not 
sufficient  water  for  the  voyage.     They  were  soon  reduced  to  a 
mouthful  of  water  in   the  day.     Their  numbers  daily  diminished 
by  thirst  and  famine,  and  the  few  who  survived  were  reduced  to 
the  greatest  weakness.     They  at  last  had  not  one  drop  of  water 
or  any  other  liquid,  when,  to  their  inexpressible  joy,  they  anchor- 
ed in  seven  fathoms  of  water.     This  tended  to  revive  decayed  na- 
ture, and  to  inspire  them  with  new  vigour,  though  as  yet  they  had 
received  no  relief.     In  the  morning  they  discovered  land,  but  at 
such  a  distance  that  their  hopes  were  greatly  damped.     The  boat 
was  however  sent  off,  and  at  night  returned  with  plenty  of  that 
salubrious  and  necessary  element.     But  this  remarkable  deliver- 
ance produced  no  reformation  in  the  manners  of  those  unfeeling 
and  obdurate  men. 

They  steered  their  course  from  that  place  to  Barbadoes,  and  in 
their  way  met  with  a  vessel  which  supplied  them' with  all  necessa- 
ries. Not  long  after  they  captured  a  brig  an  tine,  the  mate  of  which 
joined  their  association.  Having  from  these  two  obtained  a  large 
supply,-  they  changed  their  course  and  watered  at  Tobago.  In. 
formed  that  there  were  two  vessels  sent  in  pursuit  of  them,  they 
went  to  return  their  compliments  to  the  governor  of  Martinico  for 
this  kindness. 

_  It  is  the  custom  of  the  Dutch  interlopers,  when  they  approach 
this  island  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants,  to  hoist  their  jacks. 
Roberts  knew  the  signal,  and  did  so  likewise.  They,  supposing 
that  a  good  market  was  near,  strove  who  could  first  reach  Roberts. 
Determined  to  do  them  all  possible  mischief,  he  destroyed  them 
one  by  one,  as  they  came  into  his  power.  He  only  reserved  one 
ship- to  send  the  men  on  shore,  and  burnt  the  remainder  to  the 
number  of  twenty, 
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Roberts  and  his  crew  were  so  fortunate  as  to  capture  several  Tea* 
sels,  and  to  render  their  liquor  so  plenty,  that  it  was  esteemed  a} 
crigie  not  to  be  continually  drunk.  One  man,  remarkable  for  hia 
sobriety,  along  with  other  two,  took  an  opportunity  to  set  off, 
without  taking  a  formal  leave  of  their  friends.  Bat  a  dispatch  be- 
ing sent  after  them,  they  were  brought  back,  and  in  a  formal  man* 
ner  tried  and  sentenced,  but  one  of  them  was  saved  by  the  hu^ 
morous  interference  of  one  of  the  judges,  whose  speech  was  truly 
worthy  of  a  pirate,-— while  the  other  two  suffered  the  punishment 
of  death. 

When  necessity  again  compelled  them,  they  renewed  their  cruiz« 
ing;  and,  dissatisfied  with  capturing  vessels  which  only  .afforded 
them  a  temporary  supply,  they  directed  their  course  to  the  Guinea 
foast  to  forage  for  gold.,  Intoxication  rendered  them  unruly,  and 
the  brigantipe  at  last  embraced  the  cover  of  night  to  abandon  the 
commodore.  Unconcerned  at  the  loss  of  his  companion,  Roberts 
pursued  his  voyage.  He  fell  in  with  two  French  ships,-  the  one 
of  ten  guns  and  sixty-jive  men,  and  the  other  of  sixteen  guns  and 
seventy-five  men.  Jhese  dastards  no  sooper  beheld  the  black 
flag  than  they  surrendered.  With  these  they  went  into  Sierra 
JLeone,  constituting  one  of  them  a  consort,  by  the  name  of  the 
Manger,  and  the  other  a  store  ship.  ,  That  port  being  frequented 
by  the  greater  part  of  the  traders  to  that  quarter,  they  remained 
here  six  weeks,  enjoying  themselves*  in  all  the  splendqur  and  lux- 
jiry  of  a  piratiqal  life.  « 

,     After  tbrs  jthey  renewed  their  voyage,  and  Jbaving  capjfcured  a 
vessel,  the  greater  part  of  the  n^ouaited  their  fortunes  ^with  the 
pirates.     On  board  of  one  of  the  ships  was  a  clergyman,  whom 
some  of  them  proposed  taking  along  with  them,  for  no  other;  reason 
.than  that  they  had  not  a  chaplain  on  board.  They  endeavoured  to 
gain  his  consent,  and  assured  him  that  he  should  want  for  nothing, 
and  his  only  work  would  be,  to  make  punch,  and  say  prayers. 
But,  depraved  as  these  men  were,  they  did  not  choose  to  constrain 
him  to  go.     They  displayed  their  civility  farther,  by  permittiag 
.him  to  carry  along  with  him  whatever  he  called  his  own.     After 
several  cruises,   they  now  went  into  a  convenient  harbour  at  Old 
Calabar,  where  they  cleaned,  refitted,  divided  their  booty,  and  for 
a  considerable  time  caroused,  to  banish  care  and  sober  reflection. 

According  to  their  usual  custom,  the  time  of  festivity  and  mirth 


CAPTAM*  BARTHOLOMEW   BOTCRTf.  955. 

prolonged  until  the  want  of  means  recalled  them  to  reason  and' 
exertion.    .Leaving  this*  port,  they  cruised!  from  place  to  place 
wkh  varied  success;  but  in'  all  their  captures^  either  burning, 
sinking,  or  devoting  their  prize?  to*  their  own  use,  according  to. 
the  whim  of  the  moment.     The  Swallow-  ami  another  man.of.war 
being  seat  out  expressly  to*  pursue  and  take  Roberts  and  his  fleet, 
lie  had  frequent  and  certain  intelligence  of  their  destination,  but; 
fearing  sa  often*  escaped  their  vigilance,  he  became  rather  too  se. 
cote  and  fearless.     It  happened,  however,  that  while  he  lay  off 
Cape  Lopez^  the  Swallow  had  information  of  his  being  in*  that 
place,   and  made  towards  them;     Upon  the  appearance  of  a  sail^ 
one  of  Robert's  ships  was  sent  to  chace  and  take  her*     The  pilot  * 
of  the  Swallow  seeing  her  coming,  manoeuvred  his vessel  so  well, 
that  though. he  fled  at  her  approach,  in  order  to  draw  her  out  of 
the  reach,  of  her  associates,,  yet  he  at  his  own  time  allowed  heir  to 
overtake  the  man -of.  war* 

Upon  her  coming  up  t6  the  Swallow,  the  pirate  hoisted  the 
black  flag,  and  fired  upon  her.;  bat  how  greatly  wete  her  crew 
astonished^  when  they  saw  that  they  had  to>  contend  with  a  man. 
of. war,  and  seeing  that  all  resistance  was  vain,  they  cried  out  for 
quarter^  which  was  granted,  and  they  were  made* prisoners^ 

Convinced  that  Roberts  would  tarry  in  his  station,  in  the  hope 
of  his  ship  returning  with  the  prize  after  which  she  had  been  sent, 
they  made  towards  him.  As  she  approached,  it  was  discovered 
who  was  about  to  pay  them  an  unwelcome  visit.  Roberts  enquir- 
ed at  one  of  his  men,  who  had  once  sailed  on  board  of  her,  how 
she  sailed,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  best  way  of  flying  from  her, 
should  it  be  necessary.  He  then  dressed  himself  in  the  most  ele- 
gant manner,  with  his  pistols  suspended  over  his  shoulders,  and  a 
gold  chain  about  his  neck.  The  Swallow  attacked  him  with  de- 
termined bravery ;  and  he  resisting  with  equal  courage,  a  despe- 
rate and  hloody  engagement  ensued.  Roberts  at  last  fell,  and, 
by  his  own  directions,  he  was  immediately  thrown  over-board* 
The  officers  and  men  being  deprived  of  their  commander,  lost 
courage,  and  in  a  short  time  cried  for  quarters.  '  * 

Tins  extraordinary  man,  and  daring  pirate,  was  tall,  of  a  dark 
complexion,  about  40  years  of  age,  and  born  in  Pembrokeshire. 
His  parents  were  honest  and  respectable,  and  his  natural  activity, 
•oarage,  and  invention,  were  superior  to  his  education.   At  a  very 

Q4        . 
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early  period,  he,  in  drinking,  would  imprecate  vegearice  upon  "  &• 
head  of  him  who  ever  lived  to  wear  an  halter*"  He  went  willing* 
1  j  into  the  pirate  service,  and  served  three  years  as  a  second  man. 
It  was  not  for  want  of  employment,  but  From  a  roving,  wild,  ^ 
boisterous  turn  of  mind,  lfcwas  his  usual  declaration,  that,  "  In  an 
honest  service,  there  is  commonly  low  wages  and  hard  labour ;  lD 
this  plenty,  satiety,  pleasure,  and  ease,  liberty  and  power ;  a0" 
who  would  not  balance  creditor  on  this  side,  when  all  the  hazard 
that  is  run  for  it  at  worst,  is  only  a  sour  look  or  two  at  choakiog  ? 
No,-— a  merry  life  and  a  short  one,  shall  be  my  motto!''  Bat  it 
was  one  favourable  trait  in  his  character,  that  he  never  forced  any 
man  into  the  pirate  service* 

The  prisoners  were  strictly  guarded  while  on  board,  and  being 
conveyed  to  Cape  Corso-castle,  they  underwent  a  long  and solemn 
trial.  The  generality  of  them  remained  daring  and  impenitent 
for  some  time,  but  when  they  found  themselves  confined  within  a 
castle,  and  their  fate  drawing  near,  they  changed  their  course, 
and  became  serious,  penitent,  and  fervent  in  their  devotions. 
Though  the  judges  found  no  small  difficulty  in  explaining  the  law, 
and  different  acts  of  parliament,  yet  the  facts  were  so  numerous 
and  flagrant,  that  were  proved  against  them,  that  there  was  no  dif- 
ficulty of  bringing  in  a  verdict  of  guilty. 


CAPTAIN  KENNEDY. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  life  of  Captain  Roberts,  that,  embra- 
cing the  opportunity  of  his  absence,  the  crew  of  the  Brigantine  run 
off,  and  made  one  Kennedy  their  Captain.  This  originated  from 
the  following  cause.  Captain  Roberts  was  insulted  by  one  of  his 
crew  when  drunk,  and,  in  the  violence  of  passion,  he  killed  the 
insulter  upon,  the  spot.  Many  in  the  ship  were  displeased,  but 
particularly  one  J  ones  9  the  comrade  of  the  man  who  was  slaio. 
When  this  accident  happened,  Jones  was  on  land  for  water,  and, 
upon  his  return,  being  infprmed  of  what  had  been  done,  he  being 
a  bold  active  fellow,  cursed  Roberts,  saying,  that  he  ought  to  have 
been  so  served  himself.    Roberts  being  present,  attacked  Jones 
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frith  his  sword,  and  wounded  him.  Irritated  beyond  measure  by 
the  former  and  the  present  injury,  Jones,  though  wounded,  seiz. 
ed  the  Captain,  threw  him  oyer  a  gun,  and  gave  him  a  severe 
drubbing.  The  whole  ship  was  in  an  instant  thrown  into  violent 
commotion,  some  taking  part  with  the  captain,  and  some  applaud- 
ing the  spirit  and  bravery  of  Jones.  "If  the  one  had  received  a 
dry  chastisement,  the.  other  had  some  of  his  blood  shed.  Nor  was 
the  provocation  upon  the  one  side  equal  to  that  upon  the  other. 
And,  with  regard  to  the  captain's  rank,  if  he  acted  inconsistently 
with  hi*  dignity  and  power,  he  was  not  to  be  exempted  from  pu- 
nishment." Such  were  the  sentiments  that  were  agitated  among 
the  crew  during  the  tumult.  The  quarter. master,  employing  his 
authority  and  influence,  calmed  the  tumult,  and  the  majority  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  majesty  of  the  vessel  was  insulted  in  the  per- 
son of  their  captain,  and  that  no  private  member  was  at  liberty  to 
resent  any  injury  received  from  him,  in  the  manner  which  Jones 
had  done.  The  majority,  therefore,  sentenced  Jones  to .  receive 
two  lashes  from  every  man  in  the  ship,  as  soon  as  his  wound  should 
be  healed. 

The  severity  of  this  sentence  did  not  convince  Jones  of  its 
equity,  and  a  deep-rooted  enmity,  and  a  resolution  of  revenge, 
ensued.     To  accomplish  his  design,  Jones,  With  a  few  who  were 
of  his  sentiments,   confederated  with  Captain  Anstis  of  the  bri- 
gantine,  whom  they  knew  to  be  also  disaffected  to  Roberts,  from 
the  haughty  manner  in  which  he  behaved.     Nor  was  it  merely  by 
his  domineering  conduct  that  he  irritated  Anstis ;  he  was  like- 
wise accustomed  to  leave  him  nothing  but  the  refuse  of  the  plun. 
der,  when  any  prize  was  taken,  though  his  activity  and  bravery 
had  perhaps  gained  the  booty.     In  short,  the  disaffection  became 
so  general,  that  Lieutenant   Kennedy  headed  the  party,   and 
< eloped  with  the  privateer  and  the  prize,  in  the  absence  of  Roberts. 
Kennedy  was  chosen  Captain,  and  a  division  of  sentiments  ob- 
tained, whether  they  should  retire  from  that  mode  of  life,  or  pur- 
sue their  depredations;     But  as  there  was  no  pardon  then  issued 
for  pirates,  they  were  constrained  to  retain  their  present  character. 
The  first  act  of  the  new  government  was  to  grant  liberty  to  the 
Portuguese  prize.  *  The  master  was,  in  their  language,  a  very 
honest  fellow,  who,  upon  his  being  taken,  accosted  them,  saying, 
.that  they 'were  welcome  to  his  ship  and  cargo,  and  expressed  his 
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wish  that  the  vessel  had  been  larger,  and  the'  lading  richer,  for 
(heir  sakes.  In  addition  to  these  good  wishes,  he  had  given  them 
intelligence  of  the  brig  an  tine,  after  which  Roberts,  had  now  gone, 
and  though  she  should  never  become  a  prize,  yet  it  had  given. 
them  an  opportunity  to  move  away,  without  being  saluted  by  the 
well-known  voice  of  Captain  Roberts.  In  return  for  all  these 
favours,  he  .received  his  ship  and  men,  with  the  vessel  half  laden ; 
and  having  expressed  his  gratitude  in  the  most  obliging  terms,  he 
departed*  i 

In  the  Rover  Captain  Kennedy  sailed  to  Barbadoefe,  and  near 
that  island  met  with  a  very  peaceable  prize,  commanded  by  Cap. 
tain  Knot,  a  quaker.  There  was  neither  sword,  pistol,  nor 
cutlass  on  board.  After  taking  what  he  found'  most  necessary, 
he  allowed  1he  placid  quaker  to  meditate  his  way  heme.  Meat* 
while  eight  of  the  pirates  embraced  this  opportunity  to  leave  the 
Rover,  and  were  by  him  carried  to  Virginia.  During  their 
voyage,  they  made  him  handsome  presents,  and  also  several  pre* 
sents  to  the  sailors,  and  lived  in  a  merry  and  jovial  manner  all 
the  way,  Knot  not  daring  to  interrupt  them,  lest  they  should  n» 
off  with  him  and  his  vessel*  ^ 

When  they  arrived  off  the  island,  four  of  the  pirates  went  up 
the  bay  towards  Maryland,  and  lived  among  the  planters  undis- 
covered. Captain  Knot,  though  he  could  not,  according  to  his 
principles,  fight,  yet  he  could  deceive  and  inform.  Accordingly, 
leaving  four  of  the  pirates  on  board,  he  went  to  the  governor,  and 
informed  him  of  what  passengers  he  had  on  board.  They  were 
instantly  seized,  and  search  being  made  after  the  other  four,  they 
also  were  found  carousing  and  rambling  about  in  the  country. 
Two  Portuguese  Jews,'  whom  they  had  captured  upon  the  coast 
of  Brazil,  and  had  brought  along  with  them,  were  the  principal 
evidences  against  them.  The  honest  quaker,  at  the  same  time, 
surrendered  to  them  every  tiling  which  belonged  to  them,  and  gave 
them  presents,  in  place  of  what  they  had  given  him  and  his  men. 

Not  long  after,  Kennedy,  cruizing  upon  the  coast  of  Jamaica, 
met  with  a  sloop  bound  from  Boston  with  bread  and  flower.  Up- 
pn  this  occasion,  all  those  who  were  disposed  to  disperse  the  com- 
pany, went  on  board,  and  among  the  rest  Captain  Kennedy, — who 
having  been  educated  as  a  pick-pocket  and  a  house-breaker,  be- 
fore he  entered  into  the  pirate  service,  his  companions  now  began 
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to  entertain  such  a  mean  conception  of  him,  that  they  were  about 
to  throw  him  over- board,  saying,  that  be  would  inform  upon  them 
all,  the  moment  he  arrived  in  England.  JBy  solemn  oaths  and 
protestations,  he  however  assuaged  their  rage,  and  they  allowed 
him  to  accompany  them. 

It  was  their  misfortune  to  have  only  one  man  on  board,  who 
knew  any  thing  of  navigation,  and  even  he  proved  to  be  a  novice. 
Kennedy  was  chosen  Captain  on  account  of  his.  courage  and 
bravery,  but  he  was  so  ignorant,  that  he  could  neither  read  nor 
write.  The  pilot  was  desired  to  steer  towards  Ireland,  but,  in. 
stead  of  this,  he  run  to  the  north  coast  of  Scotland,  and  having 
been  tossed  about  for  several  days,  they  thrust  the  ship  into  a 
creek,  and  all  went  on  shqre,  leaving  her  a  prize  to  any  who 
chose  to  take  her 

They  passed  themselves  for  shipwrecked  mariners,  refreshed 
jthemselyes  at;  the  first  village  ;  and  they  might  have  passed  with- 
out detection,  had  it  not  been  for  their  unruly  and  riotous  manner 
of  livrog*  &ennedy  and  another  man  left  them,  and  shipped  for 
Ireland,  where  they  arrived  in  safety.  -  A  few  more  separated, 
and  went  to  .London*  But  the  body  of  the  gang  continued  to- 
gether, and,  by  drinking,  rioting,  and  debauchery,  alarmed  the 
country  wherever  they  came.  In  some  places,  they  treated  the 
jvftple  village,  throwing  away  their  money  like  stones  or  sand. 
Continuing  their  extravagant  course,  about  eighteen  of  them  were 
apprehended  <in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh,  and  upon  suspicion, 
thrown  into  prison.  Two  became,  king's  evidence,  and  the  rest 
jrere  tr/ied,  condemned,  and  executed* 

;Kennedy  having  wasted  all  his  money,  left  Ireland,  and  kept 
jt&  infamous  house  .at  Deptford  road.  It  was  also  supposed  that 
be  occasionally  exacted  contributions  upon  the  highway.  He 
was  exposed  to  the  same  misfortune  with  all  those  who  associate 
with  persons  of  abandoned  lives  and  dishonourable  principles. 
One  of  the  fences  in  his  house  informed  upon  him  as  a  robber  \ 
nor  was  she  disponed  to  do  her  work  partially,  but  finding  a  man 
wfeom  Kennedy  had  robbed  when  a  pirate,  she  took  him  to  visit 
the  Utter  in  bridewell,  where  he  had  been  thrown  for  the  robbery f 
Jte  identified  Kennedy,  who  was  committed  to  Marshal  sea  prison. 

Kennedy,  in  order  to  save  his  life,  turned  king's  evidence ;  but 
fbpugh  he  informed  upon  eight  or  ten  of  his  companions,  only  one 
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could  be  found,  who  was  a  sober  man,  and  forced  into  the  ser- 
vice, and  therefore  pardoned.  Kennedy  was  not  so  fortunate, 
but  inasmuch  as  he  had  been  an  old  and  a  notorious  offender,  he 
was  condemned  and  executed. 

Those  who  remained  in  the  Rover  soon  abandoned  her  upon 
the  coast  of  the  West  Indies,  and  she  was  found  strolling  at  sea 
by  a  slpop  near  St  Christopher's  island.  The  greater  part  of  the 
crew  met  the  fate  they  deserved. 


JACK    OVET. 


Jack  Ovet  was  born  at  Nottingham,  and,  after  serving  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  a  shoemaker,  he  for  some  time  gained  his  bread 
by  that  industrious  and  useful  employment.  But  his  licentious 
dispositions  inclining  him  to  profligate  and  abandoned  company, 
he  soon  took  to  the  highway. 

After  having  purchased  a  horse,  pistols,  and  every  necessary, 
he  rode  towards  London,  and  in  the  way  robbed  a  gentleman  of 
twenty  pounds.  That  gentleman,  however,  not  destitute  of  cou- 
rage, and  unwilling  to  part  with  his  money,  told  Ovet,  that  if  he 
had  not  taken  him  at  unawares,  he  would  not  so  easily  have  fob- 
bed him  of  his  money.  The  son  of  Crispin  was  not  destitute  of 
the  essential  qualifications  of  his  new  profession  ;  he  therefore  re- 
plied, that  he  had  already  ventured  his  life  for  his  twenty  pounds, 
"  but,"  continued  he,  *'  here's  your  money  again, — and  who- 
ever is  the  best  man,  let  him  win  it  and  wear  it."  The  proposal 
was  agreed  to,  and  both  employing  their  sw6rds,  the  gentleman 
fell,  and  Ovet  had  the  money. 

But  having  now  stained  his  hands  with  blood,  it  was  not  long 
before  he  killed  another  man  in  a  quarrel.  He,  however,  escap- 
ed from  justice,  and  continued  his  depredations.  One  day  being 
greatly  in  want  of  money,  and  meeting  one  Rodger* ,  with  some 
pack-horses,  he  turned  one  of  them  off  the  way,  cut  open  the 
pack,  and  extracted  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  guineas,  with 
three  dozen  of  silver  knives,  forks,  and  spoons.  Then  tying  the 
horse  U>  a  tree,  he  made  off  with  his  spoil. 
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Jack  one  day  drinking  at  the  Star-Inn,  heard  a  soap-boiler  and 
a  carrier  consulting  how  the  latter  could  most  securely  carry  a 
hundred  pounds  to  a  friend  in  the  country.  It  was  proposed  to 
conceal  the  money  in  a  barrel  of  soap.  The  carrier  was  high- 
ly satisfied  with  the  proposal,  saying,  "  If  any  rogue  should  rob 
his  waggon,  which  was  never  done  but  once,  the  devil  must  be  in 
him,  if  he  looks  for  any  money  in  the  soap  barrel."  Jack  over- 
took him  upon  the  road,  and  commanded  him  to  stop,  else  he 
would  shoot  both  him  and  his  horses.  Ovet  then  said,  "I  must 
make  bold  to  borrow  a  little  money  out  of  your  waggon,  there. 
fore,  if  you  have  any,  direct  me  to  it,  that  I  may  not  lose  any  time, 
which  you  know  is  always  precious."  The  carrier  replied,  that 
he  had  none,  and  if  he  would  not  believe  him,  he  might  search 
every  box  and  bundle  in  his  waggon. 

Jack,  in  a  violent  passion,  began  to  toss  down  eiery  box,  par* 
eel,  and  barrel  in  the  waggon,  until  at  last  coming  to  the  barrel 
of  soap,  he  threw  it  down  with  all  his  force,  and  it  broke  in  pieces, 
and  the  bag  appeared  among  the  soap,  scattered  upon  the  road. 
Then,  jumping  down  from  the  waggon,  he  said,  "  Is  not  he  that 
tells  this  soap  a  cheating  viliian,  to  put  this  bag  of  lead  into  it,  to 
make  the  barrel  weigh  heavier  ?  however,  that  he  may  not  succeed 
in  his  roguery,  I'll  take  it,  and  sell  it  in  the  next  house  I  come  to, 
for  it  will  wet  my  whistle  to  the  tune  of  two  or  three  shillings." 

About  to  depart,  however,  the  poor  carrier  cried  out,  "  Hold, 
bold,  hold,  Sir  I — that  is  not  lead,  it  is  a  bag  with  a  hundred 
pounds,  for  which  I  must  be  accountable."'  "  No,  no,"  says 
Jack,  "  this  can't  be  money  ;  put  if  it  is,  tell  the  owner  that  I'll 
be  accountable  for  it,  if  he'll  come  to  me."  "  Where,  Sir,  may 
one  find  you  ?"  "  Why,  truly,  that's  a  question  soon  asked,  but 
not  so  soon  answered  The  answer  that  I  can  give  you,  is,  that 
you  may  probably  find  me  in  a  jail  before  night,  and  then  perhaps 
you  may  have  what  I  have  taken,  and  forty  pounds  more." 

The  next  adventure  of  Ovet  was  with  a  few  young  women,  in 
the  stage  coach  to  Worcester.  He  robbed  all  the  fair  ones,  but 
one  of  them  attracting  his  attention,  he  said,  "  Madam,  cast  not 
your  eyes  down,  neither  cover  your/ace  with  these  modest  blushes, 
your  charms  have  softened  my  temper.  What  I  have  taken  from 
you  through  necessity,  is  only  borrowed,  and  shall  be  honoura- 
bly restored,"     The  young  woman  gave  him  her  direction,  and 
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a  week  after,  Jack,  overcome  by  the  most  violent  passion,  wrote* 
her  a  love-letter,  in  which  he,  in  the  most  bombastic,  foolish,  and 
ridiculous  style,  expressed  his  love  to  the  fair  one,  informing  her, 
"  that  though  I  had  the  cruelty  to  rob  you  of  twenty  guineas, 
yet  you  committed  a  greater  robbery  at  the  same  time,  by  robbing 
me  of  my  heart."  He  concluded  by  informing  her  where  to  di- 
rect her  answer ;  and  as  her  answer  has  much  good  sense  and  keen 
reproof  in  it,  we  shall  give  it  as  an  example  of  female  writing  : 
/  *'  Sir,— Yours  I  received  with  as  great  dissatisfaction  as  when 
you  robbed  me,  and  I  admire  your  impudence  in  offering  yourself 
to  me  as  a  husband,  when  I  am  sensible  it  would  not  be  long  ere 
you  made  me  a  hempen  widow.  Perhaps  some  foolish  girl  or  ano- 
ther may  be  so  bewitched  as  to  go  in  white  to  beg  the  favour  of 
marrying  you  under  the  gallows ;  but  indeed  I  shall  neither  ven. 
ture  there,  nor  in  a  church,  to  marry  one  of  your  profession,  whose 
tows  are  treacherous,  and  whose  smiles,  words,  and  actions,  like 
small  rivulets  through  a  thousand  turnings  of  loose  passions,  at 
last  arrive  at  the  dead  sea  of  sin. 

"  Should  you  therefore  dissolve  your  eyes  Into  tears,  was  every 
accent  a  sigh  in  your  speech,  had  you  all  the  spells  and  magic 
charms  of  love,  I  should  seal  up  mine  ears,  that  1  might  not  hear 
your  dissimulation.  You  have  already  broke  your  word;  in  not 
sending  what  you  villainously  took  from  jne ;  but,  not  valuing 
that,  let  me  tell  you,  for  fear  you  should  have  too  great  a  conceit 
of  yourself,  that  you  are  the  first,  to  my  remembrance,  whom  I 
ever  hated;  and  sealing  my  hatred  with  the  hopes  of  quickly  read* 
ing  your  dying  speech,  in  case  you  die  in  London,  I  presume  to 
subscribe  myself  ybur's  sever  to  command, 

D.   C.» 

As  Jack  was  unsuccessful  in  love,  so  he  was  soon  anfortunate 
in  villainy  ;  for  in  a  robbery  his  associate  was  killed,  and  he  so 
closely  pursued,  that  he  was  taken,  tried,  sentenced,  and  suffer- 
ed, in  the  thirty  second  year  of  his  age: 
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WILLIAM   CADY. 

■ 

This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Norfolk  county,  the  son  of  aa 
eminent  surgeon.  After  the  preparatory  steps  of  education, 
William  went  to  the  university  of  Cambridge,  and  was  tutor  to 
Lord  Townsbend.  He  was,  during  that  time,  made  batchelor  of 
arts,  and  continued  to  pursue  his  studies,  until  deprived  of  his  fa- 
ther by  death. 

The  toss  of  a  prudent  father  to  a  young  man,  forms  a  remark- 
able era  in  his  life.  If  he  is  left  with  an  ample  fortune,  he  hat 
then  the  means  of  gratifying  his  wishes,  whether  in  the  field  of  be* 
nevolence,  or  in  that  of  dissipation.  And  though  left  with  no  for- 
tune, yet  he  is  then  at  fujl  liberty  to  follow  his  ruling  inclinations* 
Upon  the  intelligence  of  his  father's  death,  William  went  to  Lon- 
don, and  began  to  practise  medicine  His  first  patient  was  his 
own  uncle,  who,  being  dangerously  affected  with  an  imposthume, 
was  cured  by  him  in  the  following  manner. 

When  he  entered  his  uncle's  bed- chamber,  his  first  care  was 
to  examine  the  state  of  the  old  gentleman's  stomach.  For  this 
purpose  he  ranged  about  the  room,  overturning  every  plate  and 
dish,  to  discover  what  had  been  given  him  to  eat.  He  at  last  dis- 
covered an  old  saddle,  which  he  thought  would  answer  for  the  in* 
tended  experiment.  Upon  which  he  cried  out,  tc  Uncle,  your 
case  is  very  desperate  !" — a  Not  so  bad,  I  hope,"  says  the  uncle, 
**  as  to  make  me  past  remedy."— **  Heaven  knows  that,*'  cried 
Cady,  "  but  a  surfeit  is  a  terrible  thing,  and  I  perceive  that  you 
have  got  a  violent  one."  "  A  surfeit !"  said  the  old  gentleman, 
"  you  mistake,  nephew,  'tis  an  imposthume  that  I  am  affected 
with."—"  The  d— 1  it  is  !"—  quoth  €adyt  "  Why,  I  could  have 
sworn  it  bad  been  a  surfeit,  for  I  perceive  you  have  eat  a  whole 
horse,  and  left  us  only  the  saddle  !"  At  this  he  held  up  the  sad- 
dle, and  the  old  gentleman  fell  into  such  a  fit  of  laughing,  as  in- 
stantly broke  his  imposthume  $  so  that  he  became  quite  well  in 
less  than  a  fortnight. 
This  is  not  the  only  instance  of  this  disease  being  cured  by 
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A  fit  of  langhter ;  and  certainly  it  is  an  agreeable  mode  of  being 
relieved  of  a  painful  and  dangerous  malady. 

A  Cardinal  at  Padua,  who  was  at  the  point  of  death,  under  the 
influence  of  this  distemper,  being  past  all  hopes  of  recovery, .  his 
servants  had  begun  to  pillage  his  house,  and  even  to  make  free 
with  the  hangings  of  bis  own  bed.  An  ape,  in  the  midst  of  this 
bustle,  seized  a  night.cap  that  lay  near,  fixed  it  upon  his  head, 
and  made  so  many  and  so  curious  tricks,  that  his  Reverence  got  in- 
to a  fit  of  laughter,  broke  the  imposthume,  to  the  preservation  of 
his  life  and  his  property* 

Another  instance  may  be  related.  A  country  woman,  very  ig- 
norant and  superstitious,  took  it  into  her  head  to  send  for  the  parson 
of  the  parish,  to  pray  for  the  recovery  of  her  cow,  which  was  affected 
with  a  distemper  incident  to  animals  of  that  species.  Not  sus- 
pecting but  he  was  called  to  visit  the  woman  herself,  or  some  of 
her  family  in  affliction,  he  went,  and  to  his  surprise,  he  was  not 
only  informed  why  he  was  sent  for,  but  the  good  woman  insisted 
that  he  should  go  and  see  her  cow,  before  she  would  allow  him  to 
depart.  Unable  to  resist  her  importunities,  he  went  to  the  byre, 
and  taking  a  handful  of  the  short  straw  that  lay  beside  the  cow,  he 
spread  it  upon  her  back,  saying,  "  Poor  beast,  if  you  be  no  bet- 
ter of  this,  you  will  be  no  worse."  The  parson  returned  home, 
and  the  good  woman  was  highly  displeased  with  his  indifference 
towards  her  favourite  cow* 

It  happened  soon  after  that  she  had  an  opportunity  to  retaliate* 
The  parson  was  taken  dangerously  ill  with  an  imposthume,  and 
this  woman  hearing  of  it,'  went  to  return  his  visit.  Arrived  at 
the  parson's  house,  she,  in  consequence  of  her  importunities,  was 
admitted  into  his  bed-chamber  ;  having  kindly  enquired  after  his 
health,  she  went  forward  to  the  chimney  f  and  taking  up  an  hand* 
ful  of  ashes  from  the  hearth,  scattered  them  over  the  parson,  using 
his  own  words,  "  Poor  man,  if  you  be  no  better  of  this,  you  will 
be  no  worse  ;"  which  raised  such  a  fit  of  laughter  in  the  good  man, 
'that  his  imposthume  broke,  and  his  cure  was  effected. 

For  this  speedy  and  unexpected  cure,  the  uncle  gave  Cftdv 
fifty  guineas,  which  supplied  his  extravagancies  for  one  month* 
Bis  purse  being  then  empty,  he  took* his  leave  of  the  healing  art, 
in  which  he  had  been  so  successful,  and  commenced  robber*    Hi* 
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first  aflventure  was  with  a  Captain  of  the  guards,  and  another 
gentleman.  He  enquired  the  way  to  Stains;  as  he  was  a  stranger. 
They  informed  him  that  they  were  going  to  that  place,  and  that 
they  would  be  glad  of  his  company.  When  he  arrived  at  a  con. 
venient  place,  he  shot  the  gentleman  through  the  head,  and  turn, 
ing  to  the  officer,  told  him,  that  "if  he  did  hot  deliver,  he  should 
share  the  same  fate."  He  replied,  "  That  as  he  was  a  Captain  of 
the  guards,  he  must  fight  if  he  got  any  thing  from  him.9'  "  If  you 
are  a  soldier,"  quoth  Cady,  "  yon  ought  to  obey  the  word  of  com- 
mand, otherwise  you  know  your  sentence  :  I  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  tie  yon  neck  and  heel."  "  You  are  an  unconscionable 
rogue,"  said  the  Captain,  "  to  demand  money  of  me  who  never 
owed  you  any."  ."Sir,"  replied  Cady,  "  there  is  not  a  man 
that  travels  the  road,  but  What  owes  me  money,  if  he  has  any 
about  him.  Therefore,  as  you  are  one  of  my  debtors,  if  you 
do  not  pay  me  instantly,  your  blood  shall  satisfy  my  demand." 
The  Captain  exchanged  several  shots  with  Cady,  but  his  horse 
being  shot  under  him,  he  surrendered  his  watch,  a  diamond  ring, 
and  a  purse  of  twenty  guineas.  William  having  collected  all  he 
could,  tied  the  Captain  neck  and  heel,  nailed  the  skirts  of  his 
coat  to  a  tree,  and  rode  off  in  search  of  more  booty.     •  - 

His  next  encounter  was  with  Viscount  Dundee,  who  com. 
manded  the  forces  of  James  VI L,  and  fell  in  the  battle  of  Killi. 
crankie.  Dundee  was  mounted  upon  horseback,  attended  by 
two  servants.  Cady  rode  up  to  them  at  full  speed,  and  enquired 
if  they  did  not  see  a  man  ride  past  with  more  than  ordinary  haste  ? 
"  Yes,"  he  was  presently  answered.  u  He  has  robbed  me  of 
twenty  pounds  that  I  was  going  to  pay  my  landlord,  and  I  am 
utterly  ruined  1"  cried  Cady.  The  man  who  had  rode  by  was  a 
confederate,  who  had  done  so  by  express  concert.  His  lordship 
was  moved  with  compassion,  and  ordered  the  two  footmen  to  pur. 
sue  the  robVer.  When  the  servants'  seemed  to  ha*ve  got  to  a  suf- 
ficient distance,  Cady  turned  upon  his  Lordship,  robbed  him  of  a 
gold  watch,  a  gold  snuff  box,  and  fifty  guineas.  He  then  shot  the 
Viscount's  horse;  and .  rode  after  the  footmen,  whom  he  found 
about  a  mile  off  with  the  supposed  robber  as  their  prisoner. 
Tliese  men  were  surprised  when  Cady  desired  them  to  let  him  go, 
and  laughed  at  them  for  what  they  had  done.  They,  however,  re. 
t*s'e±  to  part  with  their  prey,  a  scuffle  ensued,  and  one.  of  the  foot* 
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men  being  slain,  the  other  fled,  and  found  that  his  master  had 
been  dismounted  and  robbed* 

Dundee  complained  of  this  injury  at  Court,  and  a  reward  of  two 
hundred  pounds  was  offered  to  any  person  who  should  apprehend 
either  Cady  or  his  companion,  who  were  both  minutely  describ- 
ed. To  evade  the  diligent  search  that  he  was  certain  this  procla- 
mation would  occasion,  he  went  over  to  Flanders:  As  he  had 
received  a  liberal  education,  he  joined  himself  to  the  English  se- 
minary of  Douay,  and  entered  the  fraternity  of  Benedictine 
Friars ,  and  soon  acquired  an  extraordinary  charactepfor  learn- 
ing and  piety.  The  natural  result  was,  that  many  penitents  re- 
-sorted  to  him  for  confession.  The  piety  and  ecclesiastical  duty 
of  Cady  were  however  soon  found  rather  troublesome  companions, 
and  he  resolved  to  return  to  England  ;  preferring  the  rambles  up- 
on the  highway  to  the  devotions  of  the  convent.  But  as  money 
was  necessary  for  his  transportation,  his  invention  was  again  set 
in  motion. 

To  effect  his  purpose,  he  feigned  himself  sick,  and  being  con- 
fined to  bed,  he  was  visited  by  many  of  those  who  had  formerly 
employed  him  as  their  father. confessor.  He  particularly  fixed  hit 
attention  upon  two  young  women,  who  generally  came  together; 
they  were  both  very  rich,  and  very  handsome.  He  had  previously 
procured  a  brace  of  pistols.  When  the  ladies  next  came  to  him, 
and  had  made  their  confession  ^  he  desired  them  now  to  hear  him. 
He  briefly  informed  them,  that  he  was  greatly  in  want  of  money, 
and  that  if  they  did  not  instantly  supply  his  wants,  he  would  de- 
prive them  of  their  lives,  holding  a  pistol  to  their  breasts.  He 
then  proceeded  to  rifle  their  pockets,  where  he  found  fifty  pistoles. 
To  thu  he  compelled  them  to  make  an  offering  of  two  diamond 
rings  from  their  fingers.  Then  binding  them  neck  and  heel,  he 
informed  the  father  of  the  convent,  that  he  was  going  to  walk  a 
little  in  the  fields,  and  would  soon  return.  But,  instead  of  this, 
he  returned  no  more  to  his  religious  habitation,  but  renewed  his 
former  mode  of  life. 

Scarcely  was  he  arrived  in  England,  when  he  met  a  hop  mer- 
chant accompanied  by  his  wife,  upon  Blackheatb,  and  commanded 
them  to  stand  and 'deliver.  The  merchant  made  a  stout  resistance, 
firing  two  pistols,  but  without  effect,  so  that  he  was  left  to  th« 
mercy  of  the  robber*    He  killed  their  horse,  and  examining  their 
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pockets,  found  twenty-eight  pound*  upon  the  merchant,  and  haft* 
«.crown  upon  his  wife. 

Cady  then  addressed  her  thas  :  ",Is  this  your  way  of  travel- 
ling ?  What !  carry  but  balf-a-crown  in  your  pocket,  when  you 
are  to  meet  a  gentleman-collector  on  the  highway  ?  I'll  assure  you* 
Madam,  I  shall  be  even  with  you,  therefore  off  with  that  ring  on 
your  finger,"  She  begged  him  to  spare  her  ma^iage-ring,  as  she 
would  not  lose  it  for  double  the  value,  as  she  had  kept  and  worn 

It  these  twenty  years.     u  You,  whining  ,"  quoth  William, 

"  marriage  is  nothing  to  me,  am  I  to  be  more  favourable  to  you 
than  any  other  woman  I'll  warrant !  Give  me  the  ring  in  a  mo* 
ment,  without  any  more  cant,  or  I  shall  make  hold  to  cut  off  \  our 
finger  for  dispatch*,  as  I  have  served  several  of  your  sex  before.'* 
•The  remainder  of  this  scene  is  so  shocking,  that  it  would  have 
been  passed  over  in  silence,  were  it  not  that  the  recital  may  deter 
some  from  entering  upon  a  course  of  life,  that  hardens  all  the  ha. 
man  feelings,  and  prepares  man  for  any  act  of  barbarity.  The 
good  woman,  seeing  all  her  in  treaties  vain,  hastily  pulled  the  ring 
off  her  finger,  and  thurst  it  into  her  mouth.  Cady  then  stamped, 
raged,  and  swore,  that  he  would  be  even  with  her ;  and  instantly 
shooting  her  through  the  head,  ripped  her  up,  and  taking  out  the 
ring,  went  sway  perfectly  unmoved,  while  the  husband,  being  tied 
to  a  tree,  Was  a  spectator  of  this  horrid  operation. 

Cady  rode  instantly  to  London,  bat  fearing  that  even  that  great 
city  could  not  conceal  the  author  of  a  Crime  so  unparalleled,  he 
left  that  place,  and  went  to  Scotland.  Either  his  inclinations  did 
not  lead  him,  or  he  deemed  that  country  too  poor  to  afford  him 
sufficient  booty,  therefore  he  soon  returned  again  to  England. 
On  his  road  to  the  capital  j  between  Ferrybridge  and  Devonshire, 
he  met  with  Dr  Morton,  a  prebendary  of  Durham,  well  mounted, 
moving  along ;  but  whether  meditating  upon  the  amount  of  his 
tithes,  or  the  next  Sabbath's  sermon,  is  uncertain.  Cady  in- 
stantly rode  up  to  him,  and  cried,  "  Deliver,  or  you  are  a  dead 
man  !"  The  doctor,  unaccustomed  to  such  language,  began  to 
admonish  him  concerning  the  atrocity  of  his  conduct,  and  the* 
danger  that  he  was  in,  both  with  respect  to  his  body  and  his  soul* 
Cady  stared  him  in  the  face  with  all  the  ferocity  that  he  could 
muster,  informed  him  that  all  his  remonstrances  were  in  vain* 
saying!  that   if  he  did  not  deliver  him  what  he  had,  he  should 
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speedily  send  him  out  of  the  world.  Then,  continued  Cady,  that 
is  nothing,  because  all  the  gentlemen  of  your,  cloth  are  prepared 
for  death.  While  Cady  was  uttering  these  »<ids,  a  stallion  from 
an  adjacent  Jeld  rushed  out  upon  his  mare,  and,  before  he  was  a* 
ware,  demounted  the  robber,  and  assumed  his  place.  This  in- 
terruption put  him  into  the  raort  dreadful  passion,  aod  be  instant- 
ly shot  the  horse  dead,  remounted  his  own  mare,  and  pursued  the 
body  of  divinity. 

About  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  he£overtook  the  doctofj 
stoying,  "•  What,  you  unreasonable,  you  unmannerly  dog  1  what 
do  you  mean,  to  leave  a  man  in  the  midst  of  his  journey,  without 
leaving  him  any  money  to  pay  his  charges  ?"  The  doctor  had 
taken  care,  however,  while  Cady  was  absent,*  to  hide  his  money 
in  a  hedge,  so  that  Cady,  upon  examining  htm,  found  his  pockets 
completely  empty.  The  ruffian,  convinced  that  a  man  of  his 
appearance  could  not  travel  without  money,  with  dreadful  im- 
precations, threatened,  that  if  he  would  not  inform  him  what  he 
had  done  with  it,  he  should  never  go  home  alive.  The  docUr, 
insisting  that  he  had  none,  the  wretch  shot  him  through  the 
heart,  with  as  little  remorse  as  he  would  have  drunk  a  glass  of 
Burgundy. 

He  next  undertook  a  journey  into  Norfolk  to  visit  his  relation^ 
but  meeting  a  coach  near  that  place,  with  three  gentlemen  and  • 
lady,  rode  up  to  it,  and  addressed  them  in  his  own  language. 
The  gentlemen,  however,  were  resolved  to  stand  upon  the  de- 
fensive, and  one  of  them  fired  a  blunderbuss  at  him,  which  only 
grazed  his  arm,  without  doing  any  material  injury.  This  put 
him  into  a  most  dreadful  passion,  and,  after  taking  an  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  from  the  company,  he  brutally  added,  that  the 
gentleman  who  fired  at  him  should  not  pass  unpunished,  and  in- 
stantly shot  him  through  the  heart.  Then,  cutting  the  reins  of 
the  horses,  he  went  off  in  search  of  new  plunder,  and  declined 
visiting  his  relations  upon  that  occasion,  lest  he  should  have  been 
detected.  \ 

Directing  his  course  to  London,  he  came  up  with  a  lady  taking 
a  ride  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  attended  by  a  single  footman,  he 
fell  upon  her  in  a  very  rude  manner,  pulling  a  diamond  ring  off 
her  finger,  a  gold  watch  out  of  her  pocket,  and  a  purse  with  eighty 
guineas,  insulting   her  meanwhile  with  opprobrious   language. 
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Though  the  lady  bad  commanded  her  footman  not  to  interfere,  yet 
he  could  not  help  complimenting  Cady  with  some  of  the  appellations 
that  he  justly  merited.  The  ferocious  monster,  without  uttering 
a  word,  saluted  him  with  a  brace  of  bullets  in  the  head,  and  he  fell, 
upon  the  spot.  He  was  just  about  to  prosecute  his  journey,  when 
two  gentlemen,  perceiving  what  he  had  done,  rode  up  to  him  with 
pistols  in  their  hands*  Cady  seeing  his  danger,  fired  at  them, 
and  shots  were  exchanged  with  the  greatest  rapidity,  until  Cady's 
horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  even  then  he  struggled  with  the 
greatest  violence  with  the  gentlemen,  until  his  ammunition  and 
strength  were  exhausted  ;  he  was  then  apprehended,  and  carried 
to  Newgate  under  a  strong  guard.  Therejie  remained  until  the 
assizes,  without  shewing  the  least  signs  of  repentance,  or  tokens 
of  regret.  Upon  his  trial  he  behaved  with  the  most  daring  inso.  ' 
Ience,  calling  the  judges  "  a  huddle  of  alms  women,"  and  treat- 
ing the  jury  in  the  same  manner.  -  The  crime  for  which  he  was 
accused  was  so  clearly  proved,  that  he  was  sentenced  to  death, 
and  committed  to  the  condemned  hole.  But  this  place  of  darkness 
and  horror  had  no  effect  upon  his  mind.  He  continued  to  roar, 
curse,  blaspheme,  and  get  drunk,  as  he  had  always  done.  It  is 
probable  that  the  hope  of  pardon,  by  the  influence  of  some  friends 
at  court,  tended  to  harden  him  the  more ;  but  the  number  and 
enormity  of  his  crimes,  prevented  James  the  Second  from  ex- 
tending his  royal  mercy  to  such  a  miscreant.  The  day  of  execu- 
tion being  come,  and  the  cart  stopping  as  usual  under  St  Sepul- 
chre's wail,  while  the  bellman  rung  his  bell,  and  repeated  his  ex- 
hortations, instead  of  being  moved,  he  began  to  swear  and  to  rail 
becanse  they  stopped  him,  to  hear  an  old  puppy  chatter  nonsense. 
At  Tyburn  he  acted  in  a  similar  manner  ;  without  either  taking 
.any  notice  of  the  ordinary,  praying  by  himself,  or  addressing  the 
people,  he  rushed  into  an  eternal  state  to  suffer  the  just  punish- 
ment of  his  great  and  numerous  offences.  He  died  in  the  twenty* 
ifth  year  ofiiis  age,  in  the  year  1687. 
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THOMAS    WYNNE. 

This  notorious  criminal  was  born  at  Ipswich,  where  he  con* 
tinned  till  he  was  between  fifteen  and  sixteen,  and  then  went  to 
sea.  Nine  years  after  coming  to  London,  and  associating  with 
lewd  company,  especially  with  women  of  the  most  infamous  cha- 
racter,' he  left  no  villatty  undone  for  the  support  of  himself  and 
them  in  their  extravagances,  till  at  last  he  became  so  expert  in 
house-breaking,  and  all  sorts  of  theft,  that  he  was  esteemed  the 
&H>st  remarkable  villain  of  those  times. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  that  our  artist  flourish- 
ed ;  accordingly,  we  find  that  he  had  the  boldness  to  rob  the  royal 
lodgings  at  Whitehall  JPalace  of  plate  to  the  amount  of  four  hun- 
dred pounds,  for  which  he  was  taken  and  committed  to  Newgate. 
But  fortunately  for  him,  her  Maje^y's  act  of  grace  coining  out, 
granting  a  free  pardon  for  all  oftences  except  murder,  treason, 
and  other  notorious  crimes,  he  was  allowed  the  benefit  of  that  act, 
and  thus  obtained  his  liberty.     But  neither  the  royal  clemency, 
nor  the  imminent  danger  to  which  he  had  been  exposed,  had  any 
effect  upon  the  obdurate  heart  of  Wynne  ;  for,  pursuing  his  vil- 
Janies,  he  was  soon  constrained  to  hire  himself,  as  under  servant  in 
the  kitchen,  to  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  to  avoid  detection.     While 
he  was  in  this  post,  he  had  the  audacity  to  make  love  to  the 
Countess's  woman,  who,  astonished  at  such  insolence  in  a  follow 
of  his  rank,  returned  his  addresses  with  the  greatest  contempt* 
This  exasperated  Wynne  so  much,  that  his  pretended  love  turned 
to  hatred,  and  he  vowed  revenge.     He  embrace^  an  opportunity, 
and  used  her  in  a  very  brutal  and  indecent  manner,  until  she  was 
under  the  necessity  of  calling  to  the  other  servants  for  assistance. 
The  poor  woman  took  her  bed,  and  remained  very  unwell  for 
some  time.   The  master,  informed  of  this  shocking  piece  of  cruel- 
ty, ordered  Wynne  to  be  whipped  by  the  coachman,  and  the 
same  to  be  repeated  once  a. week,  during  a  month*     Though 
Wynne  was  happy  in  having  satiated  his  vengeance  upon  the  wo- 
man who  had  contemptuously  spurned  his  addresses,  yet  he  was 
not  very  pouch  iix  love  with  the  reward  assigned  him  by  his  mas- 
ter ;  therefore,  robbing  the  coachman  of  nine  pounds,  borrowing 
fifteen  of  the  master. cook,  carrying  off  a  silver  cup  of  the  master's, 
and  all  the  best  clothes  of  the  woman  whom  he  had  so  highly  in- 
jured, he  went  in  quest  of  new  adventures. 
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At  that  time  innkeepers  were  not  so  active  as  now,  therefore 
Wynne  often  dressed  himself  in  the  garb  of  a  porter,  and  carried 
off  parcels  belonging  to  carriers,  and  continued  undetected  in 
this  practice,  until  he  had  acquired  about  two  hundred  pounds, 
which  thf  different  carriers  had  to  pay  for  their  neglect.  Taught 
by  experience,  hpwever,  they  began  to  look  better  after  the  goods 
entrusted  to  their  care,  so  that  Wynne  had  to  turn  to  a  new  em- 
ployment. 

One  day  hearing  a  man  inform  bis  wife,  as  he  was  going  out, 
that  it  would  be  five  or  six  hours  before  he  would  return,  he  fol- 
lowed him  until  he  saw  him  go  into  a  tavern  ;  and,  after  getting 
acquainted  with  the  name  of  landlord,  he  went  back  to  the  man's 
neighbourhood,  and  discovered  his  name  al  •:>.  Having  obtained 
this  intelligence,  he  goes  to  the  man's  wife,  and  informs  her  that 
her  husband  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  and  wished  to  see  her  before 
his  death.  Upon  this  the  poor  woman  cried  bitterly,  and,  af- 
ter giving  the  maid  orders  to  take  care  of  the  honse,  she  ran  off 
with  this  pretended  messenger  to  the  place  where  her  husband  was 
•apposed  to  be  in  the  jaws  of  death. 

They  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  Wynne,  upon  pretence  of 
business,  in  a  different  part  of  the  town,  left  her  to  prosecute  her 
journey,-— returned  back  to  the  house,  and  told  the  maid,  that 
"  Her  mistress,  had  sent  him  &o  acquaint  her,  that  if  she  did  not 
come  home  by  such  an  hour,  she  might  go  to  bed,  for  she  should 
not  come  home  all  night."  Wynne,  in  the  meantime,  seeming  oat 
of  breath  with  haste,  the  maid  civilly  requested  him  to  come  in 
and  rest  himself.  This  according  with  his  wishes,  he  immediate* 
ly  complied,  and,  when  the  maid  was  going  to  fetch  him,  some 
meat,  he  suddenly  knocked  her  down,  bound  her  hand  and  foot, 
and  robbed  the  house  of  every  thing  he  could  carry  off,  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  pounds. 

Wynne  having  reigned  eight  years  in  his  villainies,  he  formed  a 
strong  desire  to  rob  a  linendraper,  who  had  retired  from  business, 
and  with  his  wife  were  living  upon  the  fruits  of  their  industry.  He 
accordingly  one  evening  broke  into  their  house,  and,  to  prevent  a 
discovery,  cut  both  their  throats  while  they  were  asleep,  and  rifled 
the  house,  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  ; 
and,  to  prevent  detection,  sailed  to  Virginia  with  his  wife  and 
four  children. 

B4    • 
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The  two  old  people  not  appearing  in  'the  neighbourhood  next 
day  as  usual,  and  the  doors  remaining  locked,  the  neighbours  were 
alarmed,  seat  for  a  constable,  and  burst  open  the  doors,  when 
t^ey  found  them  weltering  in  their  blood,  and  their  hou,se  pillaged. 
Diligent  search  was  made,  and  a  poor  man  who  begged  his  bread ' 
was  taken  up  upon  suspicion,  because  he  had  been  seen  about  the 
doors,  and  sitting  upon  a  bench  belonging  to  the.  house  the  day  • 
before.     And  although  nothing  but  circumstantial  evidence  ap- 
peared against  him,  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed,  be- 
fore the  door  of  the  house,  and  his  body  hung  in  chains  at  Holioway. 
Meanwhile  Wynne  the  murderer  was  in  safety  in  a  foreign  land. 
It  also  bappend,  that,  by.  the  price  of  innocent  blood,  he  prosper- 
ed, and  his  riches  gre  ♦ily  increased.    After  he  had  resided  twenty- 
years  in  Virginia,  and  his  family  having  become  numerous,  and 
his  riches  great,  he  resolved  to  visit  England  before  his  death, 
and  then  to  return  to  deposit  his  bones  in' a  foreign  grave.  During 
bis  stay  in  London,  he  one  day  went  into  a  goldsmith's  shop  in 
Cheapside,  to  purchase  some  plate  that  he  intended  to  take  home 
with  him.     It  happened,  while  the  goldsmith  was  weighing  the 
plate  which  Wynne  had  purchased,  that  an  uproar  took  place  in 
the  street,  from  a  gentleman  running  off  from  some  sergeants,  who 
were  conducting  him  to  prison.     Upon  this  Wynne  run  also  out 
into  the  street,  and  hearing  some  behind  him  crying  out,  "  Stop 
Jum  !  Stop  him  V.9  his  conscience  instantly  awoke ;  so  that  he 
ctopt  and  exclaimed,  "  I  am  the  man  !"  "  You  the  man !"  cried 
the  people, "  What  man  ?"  "  The  man,"  replied  Wynne,  V  that, 
committed  such  a  murder  in  Honey  Jane  twenty  years  ago,  for 
which  a  poor  man  was  hanged  wrongfully." 

Upon  this  confession,  he  was  carried  before  a  magistrate,  to 
whom  he  repeated  the  same  acknowledgment,  and  was  committed 
to  Newgate,  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  before  the  house 
where  he  perpetrated  the  horrid  deed.  In  this  manner  the  justice 
of  heaven  pursued  this  guilty  wretch,  long  after  he  thought  him* 
self  beyond  the  reach  of  punishment.  Justice  also  overtook  his 
family,  who  were  privy  to  his  guilt.  Upon  the  intelligence  of  his 
shameful  end,  his  wife  immediately  became  deranged,  and  conti- 
nued so  to  her  death.  Two  of  his  sons  were  hanged  in  Virginia 
for  robbery,  and  the  whole  family  were  soon  reduced  to  beggary. 


I 
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THOMAS    SAVAGE. 

•   SayAge  was  a  native  of  St  Giles's.     His'parents,  though  poor, 
were  honest  and  respected  among  their  acquaintance*     Thomas 

« 

iqras  sent  to  an  inn  where  he  served  for  some  time,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  master,  and  those* who  frequented  the  house. 
■   Unfortunately  for  him,  he  was  led  by  a  companion  to  one  of 
those  houses  that  have   often  proved  the  beginning  of  guilt  and 
wretchedness  to  young  men.  He  continued  to  frequent  this  house, 
and  sometimes  carried  with  him  a  bottle  or  two  of  his  master's 
wine  to  entertain  his  female  companion.     In  a  short  time,  how- 
ever, she  informed  him  that  he  behoved  to  bring  money  along 
with  him,  if  he  expected  to  enjoy  her  company.     He  answered, 
that  he  had  no  money ;  'and  the  money  which  belonged  to  .his 
■  master,  was  all  kept  by  the  bar. maid. 

To  this  the  infamous  woman  would  reply,  that  he  should  knock 
Jier  on  the  head,  bring  the  money  to  her,  and  she  would  go  with 
him  to  another  part  of  the  world,  and  live  happily  upon  the  riches 
thus  acquired.  Such  a  horrible  admonition  was  frequently  re- 
peated. 

What  tended  more  to  corrupt  the  principles  and  harden  the 
jmind  of  Savage,  was,  that  he  violated  the  Sabbath  day,  generally 
w&pending  that  sacred  portion  of  time  in  the  infamous  dwelling  and 
company  of  that  abandoned  woman,  who  was  equally  ready  to 
sacrifice,  him  and  every  other  admirer,  to  serve  her  own  abomin- 
able purpose's.  One  day  that  our  infatuated  youth  was  with  her, 
she  inebriated  him,  and  60  urged  her  diabolical  design,  that  when 
he  went  home,  the  bar-maid  reproached  him  with  the  company 
he  frequented,  and  with  the  neglect  of  his  business,  adding,  t(iat 
such  conduct  would  prove  his  ruin. 

From  that  moment  Savage  determined  upon  revenge,  and 
Bought  an  opportunity  to  follow  the  advice  which  had  been  so  often 
given.  Accordingly,  one  Sabbath,  as  the  maid  and  he  were  left 
alone,  he  took  a  large  hammer,  and  began  to  strike  upon  the  bel- 
•  lows,  upon  which  the  maid  reproved  him  for  his  noisy  behaviour. 
Indifferent  to  her  remonstrances,  he  repeated  Jus  offence.  Seeing 
she  took  no  notice  of  this;  he  next  dirtied  her  clean  dresser  with 
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his  feet,  and  enraged  her  so,  that  she  gave  him  a  hearty  scolding. 

« 

He  then  gave  her  a  stroke  'with  the  hammer,  which  knocked  her 
down,  and  repeated  the  blows,  until  she  expired.    He  then  broke 
open  the  cap. board,  where  his  master's  money  was  deposited,  and 
extracted  from  it  about  sixty  pounds,  which  he  carried  to  the  house 
of  his  infamous  associate.     She  applauded  bis  conduct,  and  wished 
to  hare  the  money,  but  he  gave  her  only  half-a-crown.    Leafing 
tbfe  abode  of  vice,  the  origin  of  his  disgrace  and  ruin,  he  sat  down 
to  meditate  upon  his  criminal  conduct,  was  overwhelmed  with  hor- 
ror, and  imagined  that  every  person  he  saw  wa>  sent  to  apprehend 
fcinu    Irresolute  where  to  fly,   to  shelter  himself  from  the  aveng- 
ing terrors  of  justice,  he  the  first  day  travelled  to  Greenwich, 
where  he  put  up  at  a  public  house,  but  slept  n6ne,  so  much  was 
he  agitated  by  terror  and  compunction  at  what  he  had  done.    The 
landlady  observing  him  to  carry  a  bag  of  money  along  with  him, 
ensealed,  began  to  suspect  him,  and  interrogated  him  how  he  came 
to  have  so  much  money,     lie  answered,  that  he  was  carrying  it 
to  his  master  at  Gravesend,  and  that  if  she  would  not  believe 
him,  site  might  send  to  enquire  at  his  mistress,  giving  her  adirec- 
iion  ;  and  in  the  meantime,  she  might  keep  the  money,  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

Meanwhile  he  left  the  house,  sauntered  about,  and  had  just  got 
into  the  yard  at  Woolwich,  when  the  hue  and  cry  was  raised  of 
a  murder  committed  at  Radcliffe,  by  a  young  man  upon  his  fellow- 
servant,  who  had  at  the  same  time  stolen  a  bag  of  money  from  bis 
master. 

It  immediately  occurred  to  the  woman  in  whose  house  he  had 
lodged  the  former  night,  and  with  whom  he  had  left  the  bag  of 
money,  that  be  was  the  murderer.  Some  persons  were  instantly 
sent  in  search  of  him,  who  found  htm  sleeping  in  an  alehouse,  with 
a  pot  of  beer  before  him.  The  demands  of  nature  overpowered 
for  ther  moment  the  horrors  of  conscience.  They  awoke  him,  and 
calling  him  by  name,  said,  "  Tom,  did  not  you  live  at  Radcliffe  ?"■ 
He  answered,  ;>  Yes.'*  "  Pid  you  kill  your  fellow-servant  ?" 
"  Yes."  "  Then  you  must  go  with  us."  To  which  he  replied, 
{'  1  will  go  with  all  my  heart."  But  before  they  arrived,  his 
master  makes  his  appearance,  who  upbraided  him  with  the  cruelty 
and  baseness  of  his  conduct. 
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He  was  at  first  callous  and  indifferent,  bat  upon  a  little  reflect 
lion,  he  burst  into  tears,  struck  his  breast,  and  bewailed  his  cri- 
minality. From  that  place  he  was  carried  before  a  magistrate, 
and  committed  to  prison.  Now,  he  had  full  time  to  reflect  upon 
the  atrocious  deed,  and  on  the  other  sins  of  his  life,  and  his  mind 
was  harrowed  up  with  remorse  and  despair. 

Several  of  the  ministers  of  the  place  visited  him  in  prison,  and 
represented  to  him  the  evil  of  his  sins,  and  the  danger  to  whici 
he  was  exposed,  not  only  of  a  violent  death  here,  but  of  eternal 
misery  hereafter.  Their  admonitions  were  serviceable  to  him, 
and  he  became  truly  serious  and  thoughtful. 

That  day  when  he  was  to  appear  upon  trial,  his  fellow.prisocu 
ers  gave  him  some  spirits,  which  intoxicated  him.  From  the 
•mall  quantity  he  had  taken,  he  was  convinced,  that  there  was 
something  pernicious  in  it,  and  was  always  cautious  afterwards  in 
taking  any  spirits  from  them. 

The  money  being  found  in  his  possession,  and  having  con* 
fsssed  the  murder  to  several  persons,  he  was  sentenced  to  death. 

The  Rev.  Mr  Baker  visited  him  after  he  received  his  sentence, 
and  was  again  with  him  the  Saturday  beibre  his  death,  when  Sa* 
vage  addressed  him,  saying,  "  Oh,  my  dear  friend,  come  hither  ;" 
then  opening  his  coffin,  u  look  here,"  continued  he,  u  this  is  the? 
ship  wbere  1  must  launch  out  into  the  ocean  of  eternity  i  Is  it  not 
a  terrible  thing  to  see  one's  own  coffin  and  burial  clothes,  when, 
at  the  same  time,  as  to  my  bodily  health,  I  am  every  whit  as  well  as 
you." 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  his  execution,  he  requested  to  be 
alone,  and  spent  it  in  the  most  sincere  devotion.  Next  morning 
the  Sheriff's  men  and  cart  arrived;  but  the  Sheriff  of  Middlesex 
not  having  due  notice,  it  was  deferred  till  Wednesday.  At  the 
place  of  execution  he  made  a  short  speech,  exhorting  all  to  beware 
ef  offending  against  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  Then  having  pray« 
lid,  be  suffered  the  just  punishment  of  his  atrocious  crime. 
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%      COLONEL  JACK. 

The  various  turns  of  fortune  present  a  delightful  field,  in  which 
the  reader  may  gather  useful  instruction.  The  thoughtless  and 
profligate  reader  will  be  stimulated  to  reformation,  when  he  be- 
holds that  repentance  is  the  happiest  termination  of  a  wicked  life. 
Such  is  the  end  which  the  editors  of  this  work  have  .in  yiew.  They 
cannot  give  their  readers  unquestionable  proofs  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  following  life,  written  by  the  Colonel  himself,  but  they  have  no 
reason  to  question  its  authenticity ;  and  it  will  be  found  fruitful  in 
important  instruction.         ,  * 

■  *'  My  life,"  says  Colonel  Jack,  "  has  been  a  chequered 
scene,  and  I  am  enabled  to  look  back  upon  it  in  a  manner  seldom 
granted* to  those  of  my  class.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  my  history 
may  find  a  place  among  the  many  which  are  daily  intruded  upon 
the  public.  For  any  thing  1  can  tell,  my  descent  may  be  as  dig- 
nified  as  that  of  any;person  ;  for  my  mother,  it  seems,  often  assert* 
ed,  that  she  associated  with  her  betters.  But  that  belongs  more  to 
her  history  than  to  mine.  The  only  facts  that  I  could  glean,  were 
from  my  nurse,  who  told  me  that  my  mother  was  a  gentlewoman, 
and  my  father  a  man  of  quality.  She  farther  informed  me,  that 
herself  had  a  considerable  sum  of  money  given  her,  to  relieve  tbem 
from  the  importunities  of  having  a  child  to  .keep,  which  should 
neither  be  seen  nor  heard  of.  It  seems  that  my  father  gave  my 
nnrse  more  than  was  stipulated  for,  upon  the  etpress  condition 
she  would  use  me  well,  send  me  to  school,  and  when  1  grew  up  to 
the  years  of  understanding,  to  inform  me  that  I  was  a  gentleman 
born.  My  attentive  father  said,  that  this  was  all  the  education  he 
wished  her  to  give  me,*  because  he  was  confident,  that  if  it  was 
once  impressed  upon  my  mind  that  I  was  a  gentleman,  I  would 
then  act  as  one. 

44  It  was  not  my  fortune,  however,  that  my  miseries  should  end 
as  soon  as  they  began.  As  the  great  ascend  to  the  summit  of 
grandeur  by  slow  and  imperceptible  degrees,  so  the  unfortunate 
descend  by  gradual  steps  through  a  continued  series  of  disasters  to 
the  depth  of  their  misery.  My  good  nurse  was  as  honest  to  her 
engagements  as  could  be  expected,  or  as  she  had  it  in  her  power* 
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She  trained  me  very  carefully  with  ber  own  son,  and  another  in 
similar  circumstances  with  myself.  She  told  me  that  my  name  was 
John,  but  I  was  left  to  find  out  a  surname  for  myself.  Her  own. 
ton  was  also  called  John,  who  was  about  a  year  older  than  myself. 
About  two  years  after,  she  accommodated  some  other  loving  pair, 
as  she  had  done  my  father  and  mother.  The  name  of  that  boy  wis 
also  John.  But  the  nurse  was  not  destitute  of  ambition  ;  there, 
fore,  to  distinguish  her  son,  because  he  was  the  oldest*  she  would 
have  him  called  Captain.  Upon  this  my  high-born  spirit  began 
to  swell,  and.  I  cried,  and  tofd  my  tiurse  that  I  would  be  called 
Captain  .too,  for  she  had  told  me  that  I  was  a>  gentleman.  Anxious 
to  maintain  peace  in  her  dwelling,  the  good  woman: told  me  that  I 
should  be  called  a  Colonel,  which  is  higher  than  a* Captain. 

"  This  for  the  present  satisfied  me,  and  the  more  so*  as  I  heard 
-  her  inform  her  §on  that  as  I  was  a  gentleman,  he  was  to  call  me  Co- 
lonel. Her  John  then  began  to  cry,  and  would  be  called  a  Colo- 
nel likewise.  Thus  Jack  showed  how  deeply  ambition  is  implant- 
ed in  the  human  mind^  and  that  the  meanest  boy  has  his  own  share. 
To  present  a  full  picture  of  the  family,  I  shall  give  the  reader  a 
sketch  of  the  characters  of  my  companions*  before  proceeding  far- 
ther in  my  own  history. 

"Captain  John,  the  eldest,  was  a  stout,  made  boy,  but  not  tall, 
and  promised  to  be  a  well-built  strong  man.  He  was  an  original 
rogue,  and,  to  gratify  his  own  depraved  dispositions,  he  would 
perpetrate  the  most  nefarious  actions.  He  was  of  such  a  thievish 
turn,  that  he  even  stole  from  his  fellow- rogues,  a  thing  generally 
unknown  among  the  pilfering  race. 

"  Major  Jack  was  a  merry  facetious  boy,  and  had  a  gentle 
turn  of  behaviour.  He  was  truly  bold  and  courageous,  feared  no- 
thing ;  but  when  he  gained  the  superiority,  he  was  as  meek  and 
gentle  as  a  lamb.  In  short,  he  wanted  nothing  but  honesty,  in  or- 
der to  be  a  complete  gentleman. 

With  regard  to  my  own  character,  my  companions  esteemed  me 
.  a  bold,  active,  resolute  boy.  I,  however,  made  a  different  esti- 
mate of  my  character,  therefore  shunned  boyish  war  as  much  as 
consistent  with  my  honour.  I  was  cunning  and  dexterous  in  my 
trade,  and  not  so  often  detected  as  my  fellow  rogues  ;  nay,  though 
1  have  been  in  the  trade  twenty-six  years,  I  have  niver  been  de- 
tected) and  1  am  still  unhanged* 
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**  I  was  near  ten  years  old,  the  Captain  eleven,  and  the  Majot 
eight,  when  the  old  nurse  took  her  leave  of  this  weary  world* 
Ber. husband  was  drowned  a  little  before,  in  a  ship  going  to  Scot- 
land with  the  Doke  of  York,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  The  in- 
dustrious* nurse  died  so  poor,  that  the  parish  was  at  the  expense  of 
her  funeral. 

46  After  her  death,  we  were  thrown  loose  upon  the  world, 
rambling  about  all  three  together.  The  people  in  Rosemary-lane 
and  RadcltfF  knowing  us  very  well,  we  were  easily  provided  with 
victuals.  Shop- doors,  or  the  foot  of  stairs,  or  any  convenient 
place,  during  several  summers,  served  us  for  lodgings.  In  the 
winter  season,  we  fl^pt  into  the  mth.holes  and  nealing  arches  in 
ihe  glass-houses.  Here  was  a  rendezvous  for  several  youngstets 
equally  destitute  and  profligate  Some  of  them  persuaded  the  Cap* 
tun  to  go  a  kidnapping,  a  trade  at  that  time  much  followed. .  It 
was  usual  to  catch  children  in  the  evening,  stop  their  mouths,  and 
tarry  them  io  certain  houses,  where  there  were  rogues  ready  to 
receive  them,  when  they  put  them  on  board  ships  bound  for  Vir- 
ginia, and  soljd  them  for  slaves.  This  wicked  gang  were  at  last 
detected  and  sent  to  Newgate,  and  Captain  Jack  among  the  rest, 
though  he  was  not  much  above  thirteen  years  of  age.  On  account 
of  his  youth,  he  was  ordered  to  be  three  times  whipped,  the  recor- 
der of  b  rid  well  informing  him,  that  it  wa*  to  save  him  from  the 
gallows. 

u  Be  had  no  sooner  regained  his  liberty,  thau  he  returned  io  his 
•ompanions,  and  remained  among  them  as  long  as  that  continued. 
The  misfortune  of  the  captain  made  a  strong  impression  both  upon 
the  major  and  myself.  About  a  year  after,  the  major,  who  was  a 
flexible  boy,  was  enticed  by  two  rogues  to  pick  pockets  at  Bar- 
tholomew fair.  The  major  was  ignorant  of  the  trade,  and  was 
therefore  to  do  nothing,  but  was  promised  a  share  of  the  booty. 

*4  The  two  rogues  managed  so  well,  that  they  returned  to  our 
quarters'  at  the  glass-house,  and  sitting  down  in  a  corner,  they 
began  to  share  their  spoil  by  the  light  of  the  glass-house- fire.  The 
major  delivered  up  the  goods,  because,  as  soon  as  they  stole  any 
article,  they  delivered  it  to  him,  that  so,  if  they  had  been  catchedj 
nothing  might  be  found  upon  them.  It  was  a  lucky  day  to  them* 
ftnd  calculated  to  entice  a  young  adventurer. 

"  The  money,  and  the  splendid  articles  that'  were  brought  ho8« 
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from  the  fair,  quite  captivated  the  heart  of  the*  major,  and  he  wa- 
kened me  early  next  morning,  and  shewed  almost  his  hand  foil  of 
money.  The  bight  surprised  me  not  a  little,  and  putting  his  mo- 
ney into  his  pocket,  he  gave  me  a  shilling  and  a  sixpence,  which 
made  me  think  myself  a  rich  man,  as  I  had  never  before  a  shilKng 
that  I  could  call  my  own.  I  was  very  instant  to  learn  how  he 
came  by  this  wealth;  he  told  me  the  whole  story,  and  that  he  had 
for  his  share  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  in  money,  a  silver  thtnu 
ble,  and  a  silk  handkerchief. 

< *  We  went  to  Rag-fair,  and  purchased  each  a  pair  of  shoes  and 
stockings.  ,  Then  to  a  cook-shop  in  Rosemary  lane,  and  dined 
like  lords,  upon  boiled  beef,  pudding,  a  penny  brick,  and  a  pet 
of  strong  beer,  »And  as  we  were  disposed  to  be  gentlemen  once 
.  in  our  lives,  were  greatly  surprised  when  sevenpence  was  the 
amount  of  our  bill.  The  major  exulted  in  his  good  fortune,  iW 
being  introduced  to  such  an  easy  and  elegant  mode  of  life,  and 
went  to  his  usual  place  and  enjoyed  a  sound  repose,  undisturbed 
by  dreams  of  poverty  or  want.  The  next  day,  die  Major  and  his 
«ommander  took  another  walk,  and  were  equally  successful.  Sua. 
cess  stimulated  their  invention,  and  increased  the  desire  of  the 
Major,  and,  in  a  short  time,  he  not  only  became  an  operative  man, 
but  more  dexterous  than  those  who  had  initiated  him  into  the  mys- 
teries of  picking  pockets.  Nor  did  any  disaster  occur  to  damp 
•their  ardour,  or  to  alarm  their  fears.  In  this  manner,  succes* 
perfects  and  matures  villany.  But  I  am*sat  down  to  relate  my 
«wn  adventures,  and  not  those  of  the  Major. 

"  The  silver  and  the  silk  handkerchiefs  dazzlipg  mine  eyes,  and 
the  good  entertainment  of  Rosemary  lane  pleasing  my  palate  I 
was  overcome  by  the  persuasion  of  the  Major,  and,  without  best, 
tation,  entered  into  the  new  society.  With  one  of  ray  new  asso- 
ciates, who  had  the  charge  of  my  education,  I  went  down  to  Bil- 
linsgate,  which  was  crowded  with  masters  of  cook-shops,  fish- 
mongers, and  oyster- women.  Our  eyes  were  first  directed  to 
the  latter.  My  orders  ruti  in  the  following  terms :  u  Go  you  into 
all  the  alehouses,  as  we  go  along  ;  and  observe  where  people  are 
telling  money,  and  when  you  find  any,  come  and  tell  me."  So  he 
kept  centry  at#the  door,  and  I  went  into  the  houses.  It  was  not 
long  till  I  brought  him  word  of  severals.  He  went  in  and  made 
Us  observations^  but  found  nothing  to  answer :  I  at  last  informed 
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Mm,  that  I  saw  a  man  receiving  sums  of  money  from  different  pert 
sons,  and  that  it  was  all  before  him  upon  the  table,  and  he  was 
counting  it,  and  putting  it  up  in  b^gs.  "  Is  he  ?"  exclaimed  he$ 
"  I'll  warrant  I'll  have  some  of  it."  In  he  walks,  and  as  .there 
were  several  empty  tables  and  boxes,  he  listened  to  learn  the  name 
of  that  man.  Then  he  makes  up  to  him,  and,  after  a  long  story, 
tells  him,  "  That  there  were  two  gentlemen  at  the  Gun  tavern 
sent  him  to  enquire  for  him,  and  to  tell  him,  they  desired  to  speak 
with  him." 

"  The  collier  master  had  got  all  his  money  before  him;  put  up 
in  little  black  dirty  bags,  and  as  it  was  duskish,  my  companion 
contrived,  while  he  was  speaking  to  him,  to  put  his  hand  upon 
one  of  these  bags,  and  carry  it  off  undiscovered  .  When  he  came 
to  the  door,  he  pulled  me  by  the  sleeve,  saying,  "  Run  Jack,* 
ran  for  our  lives."  We  run  as  if  pursued,  until  coming  into  the 
fields,  We  turned  into  a  by. corner  to  examine  what  we  had  got* 
He  pulls  out  the  bag, — "  Thou  art  a  lucky  boy,  Jack,"  says  he, 
"  thou  deservest  a  good  share  of  this  job,  truly,  for  it  is  all  owing 
to  thy  lucky  news."     As  I  had  now  a  hat,  he  poured  all  into  it. 

"  It  was  a  matter  entirely  beyond  my  .comprehension,  how  it  was 
possible  to  steal  money  from  a  man  before  his  face,  and  in  his*  full 
senses.  We  found  in  the  bag  no  less  than  seventeen  or  eighteen 
pounds.  I  received  one  third,  and  was  well  pleased.  We  would 
no  longer  lodge  in  the  glass-house,  nor  walk  naked  and  ragged. 
According  to  his  directions,  I  purchased  two  shirts,  a  waistcoat, 
and  a  great  coat.  The  latter  was  the  most  necessary  part  of  dress 
to  men  in  our  profession;     We  now  lodged  in  a  little  garret. 

u  After  diminishing  our  stores,  and  recruiting  our  spirits,  we 
went  out  again  ta  try  our  fortunes.  It  was  agreed  to  act  se- 
parately, and  I  soon  displayed  my  dexterity*  I  observed  two 
gentleman  upon  the  Exchange,  talking  together  in  a. warm  and 
interesting  manner,  while  one  of  them  pulled  out,  and  thrust  into 
his  pocket,  a  pocket. book,  so  frequently,  that, my  covetous  eyes 
were  captivated.  I  moved  softly  forward,  and  stood  close  beside 
him,  and  in  the  alternate  pulling  out  and  throwing  into  his  pocket, 
it  happened  that  the  lap  of  the  book  was  suspended  over  his  coat 
pocket,  which  I  slipped  out,  lodged  in  my  own,  and  run  for 
Moorfields.  Hearing  the  bustle  upon  the  Exchange,  my  compa- 
nion was  there  as  soon  as  me.     Upon  examining  the  book,  we 
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found  several  goldsmiths'  and  other  notes,  and  in  one  of  the  folds 
several  diamonds.  The  owner  was  a  Jew,  and  dealt  in  these 
brilliant  commodities. 

"  My  partner  returned  to  the  Exchange  to  receive  intelligence, 
and  there  heard  a  reward  of  an  hundred  pounds  offered  to  the 
person  who  would  return  the  pocket-book.  The  next  day  he  went 
to  the,  Jew,  and  informed  him  that  he  knew  the  person  who  had 
his  book,  and  for  the  reward  would  return  it,  upon  being  secured 
from  danger.  After  many  preliminaries,  it  was  agreed  that  Will% 
for  that  was  the  name  of  my  companion,  should  bring  the  book,  and 
all  the  articles  it  contained,  and  receive  the  reward.  Nor  was 
he  lessmfaithful  in  giving  me  the  share  which  belonged  to  me,  than 
I  was  dexterous  in  procuring  the  booty. 

"  Our  next  adventure,  was  in  Smithfield  upon  a  Friday.  A 
country  gentleman  from  Sussex  had  been  selling  his  bullocks,  and 
having  received  the  money  for  them  in  a  tavern,  he  came  out 
with  a  bag  containing  the  same  in  his  hand*  He  was  immediately 
seized  with  a  fit  of  coughing,  and  rested  the  hand  with  the  money 
upon  a  post  to  support  him,  during  the  struggle  with  the  violent 
cough  :  We  went  both  behind  him  :  Will  says,  "  Stand  ready  !" 
He  stumbles,  falls  upon  the  man  coughing,  and  down  he  tumbles, 
while  I  polled  the  bag  out  of  his  hand,  and  fled  like  an  arrow  out 
ef  a  bow.     Will  recovered  himself,  and  followed  my  example. 

"  The  violence  of  the  fall  increased  the  corpulent  gentleman's 
Cough,  so  that  he  could  neither  recover  himself,  nor  for  a  consi* 
derable  time  utter  one  word.  At  last  however  he  obtained  strength 
and  breath  sufficient  to  say,  "  The  rogue  has  got  away  my  bag  of 

money  I" 

"  In  the  meantime  the  people  around  could  not  understand  who 
he  meant  by  the  rogue.  Will  was  soon  at  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
and,  upon  examination,  we  found  that  the  cough  of  the  Sussex 
grassier  bad  just  cost  him  eight  guineas^  and  five  pounds  in  silver, 
The  spoil  was  instantly  divided,  and  we  went  to  work  immediate- 
ly, but  frugal  Fortune  had  no  more  to  bestow  upon  us  that  day. 

44  But  she  was  generous  enough  not  to  allow  us  to  gp  to  bed 
without  supper.  In  the  dusk  -of  the  evening,  in  Green -Church 
street,  where  the  Quakers  meet,  we  observed  a>  young  apprentice 
to  a  woollen-draper  with  a  large  sum  of  money,  going  to  pay  an 
account  to  a  goldsmith  in  Lombard  Street.     We  traced  his  feet- 
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flteps,  saw  the-  money  paid,  but  a  bag  ,was  still  reserved,  .which  if 
carried  below  hip  arm  ;  and  in  a  dark  cojirt  where  he  bad  to  turn  a 
corner  to  go  into  Grace. Church  street,  Will  came  behind  himf 
pod  gave  hini  a  violent  push  that  drove  hip}  to  the  ground ;  The  bag 
fell  out  of  his  hand ;  and  whilst  ha  attempted  to  recover  himself, 
I  snatched  up  the  money  and  run  off.  Will  soon  followed  z  The? 
poor  young  man  was  not  a  little  injured  by  the  faih  Bis  piaster 
was  thankful  that  the  whole  of  the  money  was  not  lost,  and  made 
po  great  hurtle  to  recover  that  which  was  in  .our  possession,  but 
cautioned  his  servant  not  to  venture  himself  in  the  dark  in  future 
with  money  about  him* 

"  The  bag  contained  fourteen  pounds  eighteen  shillings  for  each 
of  us  ;  my  stores  now  rapidly  increased,  but  I  was  too  covetous  ta 
entrust  my  property  to  the  care  of  any  person.  In  a  short  time 
after,  my  tutor  introduced  me  into  the  company  of  other  twe 
young  fellows.  We  formed  our,  plan,  and  embraced  a  large  ex. 
tfjit  of  ground  to  observe  what  flying  shot  we  could  discover* 
3*he  watch- word,  at.  which  we  were  a)l  to  stand  at  prof>er  distance, 
was,  "  Mark,  ho  1"  Will,  and  another,  met  a  single  gentle* 
man.  Will  approached  him,  raying,  u  8i*f  .your  mpney  ?"  Seeing 
fcim  alone,  the  gentleman  struck  at  him  with. his  cape,  but  WiU 
lushed  in  upon  him,  struggled,  and  threw  him  down.  The  genr 
tleman  begged  for  his  life.  WJJ1  told  turn,  with  ap  awful  impre* 
cation,  that  if  he  spoke,  or  mad*  the  least  resistance,  he  would 
instantly  cut  his  throat.  Meanwhile  a  coach  comes  up,  and  one 
•four  company  cried,  "Mark-,  htf !'?  Two  were  in>a  second  at 
the  coach,  in  which  was  a  doctor  of  physic  and  a  surgeon.  Their 
fees,  watches,  rings,  and  silver  instruments,  were  the  reward  of 
our  active  exertions*  , 

'*  Will  still  kept  down  his  prize,  and  wjhen  he  heard  the  noise 
cease,  and  the  coach  proceed,  he  tied  his  hands  behind  his  back, 
assuring  him,  upon  his  word  of  honour,  that  if  he  lay  quiet,  he 
would  return  and  relieve  him  ;  but,  if  he  made  the  least  noise,  he 
would  return  and  kill  him.  -  Will  took  fourteen  shillings  and  six- 
pence from  him,  which  was  his  all,  and  carried  it  to  his  com- 
IWIQPS*  pongratulatjng  them  upon  their  better  luck. 

"Meanwhile  I^as  stationed  upon  the  side  of  Pindar  of  Wake* 
field,  wd  I  aho  cried,  "  Mark,  ho  I"  What  J  saw  was  two  poor 
Yojaeq,  pae  like  a  nurse,  and  another  like  amaid-servant,  moving 
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toward  Kentish  Town.  Will,  knowing  that  I  was  a  young  hand, 
«atft*  flying  to  me,  but  seeing  that  it  Was  smooth  work,  crled^  "  Go> 
Orionel,  fall*  to  work."  I  went  tip,  and  aocosfting  the  nurse,  said, 
**  Don't  be  in  such  a  hurry."  She  seemed  frightened.  u  Dou*t 
be  afraid,"  said  I,  ".a  little  of  the  money  that  is  in  the  bottom, 
Of  your  pocket  will  put  all  rigfct."  By  this  time  Will  appeared. 
-Both  tine  women  screamed  aloud. ,  "  Be  quiet,  and  not  force  me 
to  murder  you  against  my  inclination j  give  me  your  money  pre* 
lently." 

'*  tfpon  this  the  maid  pulled  out  fire  shillings  and  sixpence; 
tad  the  riurse  a  guinea  and  a  shilling,  weeping  and  bewailing^ 
atod  crying  out  that  it  was  all  she  had  in  the  world.  I  found  mf 
heart  beating  and  aching  for  her,  and  only  asked  her  name,  which 
she  t&&>  nie'Was  Smith,  and  that  she  lived  in  Kentish  Town.  Itk 
ft  Jew  iaifftrteVwe  wert  all  together,  and  it  was  agreed  to  suspend 
)JBP  toils  for  the  present.  44  But,  hold,"  exclaimed  Will,  "  I 
must  go  and  untie  the  man." — One  says,  "  Let  him  lie."  u  No,** 
lays  Will,  a  my  wdrd  mfrst  be  kept."  He  returned,  but  the  matt 
bad  either  untied  himself,  or  softie  other  person  had  done  him  this 
kind  office.  * 

"  We  all  now  hastened  from  the  scene  of  plunder.  But  Fori 
tune  was  not  yet  contented  with  what  she  had  lavished  upon. us. 
On  entering  Hyde  Park,  a  coach  appeared  with  a  single  gentler 
man  and  a  Cyprian  damsel  that  he  had  brought  from  Spring  Gar. 
dens.  We  made  free  with  the  gentleman's  money  *  Watch,  an  A 
sllver-hilted  sword ;  but  when  We  demanded  a  contribution  front 
the  lady,  she  scolded  us,  saying,  that  she  had  not  a  penny,  and  w* 
had  not  left  the  gentleman  one  to  give  her.  This  adventure  befri£ 
ended,  we  retired  to  our  respective  lodgings. 

4<  As  I  had  rioW  a  room  of  my  own,  in  two  days  Will  waited 
upon  me,  and  I  lha'de  ah  appointment  to  meet  him  at  3  certain, 
place.  Will  was  not  there,  but  his  associates"  were.  They  had 
committed  a  rdbbery  near  Hounslow,  wounded  a  gentleman's 
gardner,  and  robbed  the  house  of  much  plate  and  money;  with 
Which  Will  had  decamped.  The  neighbourhood  was  alarmed,  tho 
rogues  pursued,  and  one  of  them  taken.  Will,  hearing  that  one 
of  our  party  was  taken,  who  had  informed  upon  the  rest,  hasteued 
to  my  lodgings,  wrapped  all  his  booty  into  his  great  coat,  and 
put  it  below  my  bed,  leaving  word  to  me,  "  That  he  had  left  tto* 
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great-coat  that  be  borrowed  from  me  below  my  bed."  I  was  at 
a  loss  to  understand  the  import  of  this  message,  but  going  up  stairs* 
found  the  parcel  with  about  an  hundred  pounds  in  plate  and 
money.  I  sold  the  plate  to  a  broker,  but  heard  nothing  of  brother 
Will  for  several  days. 

"  But  some  days  after,  going  upon  the  stroll,  I  met  brother 
Captain  Jack,  who  came  close  to  me,  and,  in  his  own  blunt  man- 
ner, said,  u  Do  you  hear  the  news  ?"  "  What  news  ?"  said  I.  He 
told  me  that  my  old  comrade  and  teacher  was  taken,  and  that 
morning  carried  to  Newgate  ;  that  he  was  charged  with  a  robbery 
and  murder  committed  somewhere  beyond  Brentford,  and  that  the 
worst  was,  he  was  impeached.    I  thanked  him  for  the  information* 

"  Next  morning,  when  going  cross  Rag  Fair,  I  was  surprised 
with  the  cry  of  "  Jack."  I  looked  behind,  and  saw  three  men 
making  towards  me.  I  was  soon  surrounded,  and  informed  that 
they  were  in  search  of  one  of  the  Three  Jacks  of  Rag  Fair,  who 
was  charged  with  being  partner  in  a  robbery.  I  shall  not  trou- 
ble the  reader  with  the  dialogue  which  passed  between  me  and  the 
justice,  before  whom  I  was  carried.  It  is  sufficient  for  him  to 
know,  that  1  recovered  my  liberty,  while  poor  Will  was  suspend* 
ed  in  three  weeks  time  for  his  activity. 

"  I  next  went  in  search  of  the  Captain,  and  informed  him  of  all 
that  bad  happened.  By  his  surprise  and  agitation,  1  discovered 
'that  he  was  concerned.  He  told  me  u  That  it  was  all  true,  that 
he  had  been  engaged  in  the  robbery,  and  had  the  greatest  part  of 
the  booty  in  keeping,  but  what  tq  <Jo  with  it,  or  with  himself,  he 
did  not  know.  That  ^ie  thought  of  flying  into  Scotland,  asking 
me  if  I  would  go  with  him."  1  consented.  The  next  day  he 
produced  twenty  two  pounds,  and  I  about  sixteen.  We  set  out 
upon  foot,  and  travelled  to  Ware.  At  an  inn,  while  we  were 
drinking  a  mug  of  beer  in  the  gateway,  a  countryman  had  hang 
his  horse's  bridle  over  the  gate,  while  he  went  in  to  refresh  him- 
self in  the  inn.  We  asked  the  way  to  Scotland  afc  the  ostler,  who 
desired  us  to  ask  for  Royston,  but  said  he,  "  there  is  a  turning 
just  here  a  little  farther,*  you  must  not  go  that  way,  for  that  goes 
to  Cambridge." 

"  We  paid  our  beer,  and  continued  to  rest  our  wearied  limbs, 
when  a  gentleman's  coach  arrived.  In  the  bustle  the  hostler  says 
.to  the  Captain,  "  Young  man,  pray  take  hold  of  the  horse,  and 
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him  out  of  the  way,  that  the  coach  may  come  up,"  meaning 
the  countryman's  horse.  The  Captain  did  so,  and  winked  to  me 
to  follow.  u  Do  you  step  before,  and  turn  up  the  lane,  I'll  over- 
take you."  In  a  few  minutes  he  was  at  my  heels  upon  the  horse, 
requesting  me  to  get  on  behind  him. 

*'  As  the  hostler  had  directed  us  a  different  route,  we  went  iom' 
wards- Cambridge,  passed  through  several  towns,  took  two  shirts 
off  a  hedge,  and  got  safer  to  that  city*  At  that  place  I  also 
purchased  a  horse,  and  being  both  well  mounted,  prosecuted  our 
flight  to  Scotland.  But  nothing  could  restrain  the  Captain  from 
his  favourite  employment.  During  divine  service  at  Stafford, 
he  stole  a  watch  from  a  lady's  side,  and  though  ten  guineas  of  re- 
ward was  offered,  we  were  afraid  to  hazard  a  discovery.  We 
prosecuted  our  joulney,  and  arrived  safe  in  Edinburgh,  without 
meeting  any  accident  except  the  horse  of  the  Captain  falling  down. 
in  fording  a  river,  when  he  was  almost  drowned.  But  the  pro. 
*erb,  that  the  gallows  must  not  be  robbed  by  the  water,  saved  his 
life  on  this  occasion. 

"  We  remained  in  the  capital  of  Scotland  about  a  month,  when 
all  of  a  sudden  the  Captain  and  his  horse  disappeared  without 
leaving  me  the  least  intimation,  whether  or  not  he  was  to  return, 
or  where  I  was  to  find  him.  This  was  the  more  distressing  to  me, 
ae  I  was  in  a  strange  place,  and  my  money  very  nearly  exhausted. 
Thus  circumstanced,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  selling  my  horse. 
Being  freed  of  the  expence  of  maintaining  this  faithful  companion, 
and  having  nothing  to  do,  I  began  seriously  to  look  out  for  some 
honest  employment,  resolved  to  be  a  thief  no  longer..  I  now  ap- 
plied myself  to  learn  to  read  and  write  for  six  months,  and  then 
got  into  the  employment  of  a  custom-house  officer.  My  work 
was  only  to  pass  and  repass  between  Leith  and  Edinburgh,  and 
he  left  me  to  live  at  my  own  expense,  and  by  this  means  my  money 
run  short.  I  had  indeed  a  reserve  in  a  friend's  hands  in  London, 
but  I  was  unwilling  to  lessen  that  sum.  It  unfortunately  happen, 
ed,  that  just  about  the  time  when  I  was  to  have  received  twelve 
pounds,  my  master,  on  account  of  some  misconduct,  was  not  only 
turned  out  of  his  place,  but  under  the  necessity  of  taking  refuge 
in  England.  In  this  ease,  I  and  other  two  servants  were  left  to 
seek  employment  where  we  could,  without  a  penny  for  our  sup. 
port.     X  therefore  resolved  to  return  to  England,  a  ship. master 
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being  willing  to  take  my  word  for  ten  shillings,  until  I  arrived 
there.  But  just  as  I  was  about  to  embark,  Captain  Jack  ap- 
peared. 

"  During  his  absence,  be  had  been  actively  employed  at  Glas- 
gow, and  in  the  west  of  Scotland.  *  He  had  also  passed'  over  inte 
Irelaud,  but  not  being  successful  there,  he  was  constrained*  to 
leave  that  country,  and  passed  over  into  the  north  of  Scotland, 
Misfortune  still  attending  him,  be  was  constrained  to  enlist  in  a 
regiment  belonging  to  Douglas,  In  this  capacity,  with  his  musket 
upon  his  shoulder,  he  again  appeared  to  me  at  the  Port  of  Leith. 

"  In  the  reduced  circumstances  in  which  1  then  was,  it  ap* 
peared  to  me,  that  the  best  thing  I  could  do  was,  to  enlist  also. 

"  Thus  the  Captain  and  Colonel  were  both  joined  together  a* 
private  men,  with  a  musquet  upon  each  of  their  shoulders.  I  was 
highly  pleased  with  the  life  of  a  soldier,  and  almost  at  once  learn- 
ed to  handle  my  piece.  The  serjeant  who  was  employed  to  teach 
us,  finding  me  so  ready,  asked  me  if  ever  I  bad  been  a  soldier  be* 
fore.  To  which  I  replied,  that  I  had  not.<  Then,  replied  he,. 
<(  they  call  you  Colonel,  and  L  believe  you  will  be  a  Colonel,  or 
you  must  be  some  colonel's  bastard,  or  you  would  never  handle 
ypur  arms  as  you  do,  at  once  or  twice  shewing  V*  My  ignorance- 
of  my  father,  and  my  nurse  assuring  me  that  I  was-  a  gentleman^ 
(came  forcibly  into  my  mind  upbn  this  repartee  ;  but  i  kept  my 
secret  to  myself.  \ 

"  In  a  short  time,  however,  my  musquet  became  heavy  for  my 
shoulder,  and  I  became  uneasy  in  that  station-.  About  six  month* 
after  we  had. entered  the  service,  we  were  ordered  for  England, 
in  order  to  be  shipped  for  Flanders.  Poor  Captain  Jack,  had  srt 
conducted  himself  when  he  was  last  there,  that  he  could  not  walk 
as  a  recruit  through  the  streets  of  Newcastle ;  and  it  occurred  to 
me,  that  it  was  a  hard  matter  for  me,  that  had  a  hundred  pounds 
}n  London,  to  go  over  to  Flanders  in  the  character  of  a  private 
soldier,  to  be  shot  at  for  three  and  sixpence  per  week. 

*4  While  I  was  daily  ruminating  upon  the  hardship  of  my  situa- 
tion, and  the  danger  of  poor  Jack,  he  one  evening  waited  upon 
me,  and  said  he  wished  me  to  take  a  walk  in  the  fields,  as  he  had 
something  to  converse  with  me  about.  Duringofrrwalk,  the  va- 
rious turns  of  qur  fortune,  and  the  pressures  of  oup  present  situ, 
ation,  were  discussed.     The  result  wasj  a- determination- to  desert 


c&ixytftt  ilex..  287 

tKat  very  night,  as  the  light  of  the  moon  favoured  our  route.  Jack 
alto  informed  me,  that  he  had  a  comrade  equally-  disponed  for  a 
private  inarch,  who  knew  the  whole  of  the  country,  and  that  when, 
we  were  safe  upon  English  ground,  we  would  take  shipping  at 
Newcastle  for  London. 

"In  the  iriorning  we  reached  the  Tweed,  and  overtook  two  men 
who  had  deserted, from  the  same  regiment  at  Haddington.  They 
supposed  that  we  had  been  sent  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  were  de- 
termined to  stand  upon  their  own  defence,  having  their  swords ; 
for  we  wefe  not  to  receive  our  clothes  until  we  joined  the  regi. 
menfc  in  Flanders .  They  were  however  soon  made  to  understand 
that  we  were  in  the  same  condemnation,  so  we  became  confede- 
rates. These  were  Scdtsfflen,  and  so  very  poor,  that  they  had  not 
one  periny  in  their  pockets.  Our  money  was  also  neatly  exhaust- 
ed, But;  we  Arrived  at  Newcastle,  and  contrived  to  get  into  that* 
place  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening',  and  went  down  to  the  water.  N 
side.  Here  we  knew  not  what  course  pursue.  To  remain  gaz- 
ing at  an  element  upon  which  we  could  not  walk  to  London,  was 
doing*  nothing.  Accordingly,  with  the  best  face  we  could,  we 
W,ent  into  dn  alehouse,  and  called  for  a  pot  of  beer. 

"  The  woman  in  the  house  conversed  very  freely,  and  conduct. 
$d  herself  with  such  civility,  that  we  were  emboldened  to  reveal 
our  circumstances  td  her,  and  to  entreat  that  she  would  procure 
us*  a  passage1  from  some  of  the  collier. masters;  In  the  kindest 
manner  possible,  she  lamented  that  we  had  been  a  day  late ;  that 
a  friend  of  her's  had  just  fallen  down  to  Shields,  and  that  she  would 
have  had  sufficient  influence  with  him  to  have  taken  us  all  to  Lon- 
don. "  But,"  added  she,  he  is  not  yet  perhaps  gone,  he  some* 
times  waits  after  the  ship,  and  follows  her  in  the  boat.  We  en- 
treated her  to  send  to  enquire.  To  our  great  satisfaction  he  was 
not  gone,  and  would  call  in  a  little  time  at  this  house.  Our  coun- 
tenances began  to  brighten,  and  in  an  hour,  in  the  Captain  comes* 
"  Where  are  those  honest  gentlemen  soldiers  that  are  in  such  dis.  v 
tress  ?"  We  stood  all  up,  and,  in  a  submissive  manner,  paid  our 
respects.  "  Well,  gentlenten,  and  is  all  your  money  spent  ?" 
<c  Indeed  it  is,  and  we  will  be  infinitely  obliged  to  you,  Sir,  if  you 
will  give  us  a  passage.  We  will  be  very  willing  to  do  any  thing 
we  can  to  the  ship,  though  we  are  not  seamen."  "  Why,"  says 
he,  "  were  none  of  you  ever  at  sea  in  your  lives?"  "  No$  not 

s  4 


£8&  Z.ITES  OV  PIRATES,  HiaHWAYMBK,   &C. 

one  of  us."  u  You  will  be  able  to  do  me  no  service,  then,  for 
you  will  all  be  sick*  However,  for  my  good  landlady's  sake, 
here,  1  shall  accommodate  you*  But  are  you  all  ready  to  go  on 
board  ;  for  1  go  on  board  myself  this  very  night  ?"  u  Yes,  Sir,  we 
are  ready  to  go  this  very  minute."  -  "  No,  no  !  we'll  drink  toge- 
ther. Come,  landlady,  make  these  honest  gentlemen,  a  sneaker  of 
punch/*  Conscious  of  empty  pockets,  we  stared  at  one  another. 
"  Come,  come,"  said  the  Captain,  "  don't  be  concerned  at  your 
having  no  money ;  my  landlady  and  me,  here,  never  part  with 
dry  lips  ;— Come,  goodwife,  made  the  punch  as  I  bid  you." 

"  Our  hearts  were  full  with  the  generous  captain's  goodness,  and 
we  thanked  him,  praying  God  to  bless  him*  While  we  were  drink- 
ing the  punch,  he,  told  the  landlady  that  he  would  go  home  and  or- 
der his  boy  to  bring  the  boat  at  high  water,  and  in  the  meantime 
ordered  some  supper.  In  less  than  an  hour  he  returned,  and 
frowned  that  we  had  not  drunk  out  the  punch.  "  Come,  don't 
be  bashful,  when  that's  out,  we  can  have  another  When  I  am 
obliging  poor  men,  1  wish  to  do  it  handsomely." 

"  The  bowl  was  emptied,  and  another  brought,  then  a  good  leg 
of  mutton.  We  eat  heartily,  and  were  pressed  by  our  kind  cap- 
tain, assuring  us  that  we  should  have  nothing  to  pay.  After  sup- 
per, the  captain  enquired  at  the  landlady  if  the  .boat  was  come, 
she  brought  word  that  it  was  not  yet  high  water.  More  punch 
was  called,  and  something  more  somniferous  than  liquour,  put  into 
it.  It  circulated  very  speedily, — we  were  all  intoxicated,  and 
I  fell  sound  asleep,    ' 

"  At  last  the  boat  came,  I  was  aroused,  and,  along  wtyh  the  rest, 
staggered  into  the  boat,  and  off  we  went  with  the  captain.  When 
the  boat  was  stopped,  we  were  told  that  she  had  arrived  at  the  ves- 
sel ;  care  was  taken  that  none  of  them  should  tumble  into  the  wa- 
ter in  muting  into  the  ship,  and  the  captain  cried.  "  Here,  boat- 
swain, take  care  of  these  gentlemen,  give  them  good  cabins,  and 
let  them  turn  in  to  sleep,  for  they  are  very  weary." 

46  yye  were  carefully  lodged,  and  enjoyed  a  sound  repose  until 
the  middle  of  the  following  day.  When  we  came  to  move  on  deck, 
we  saw  land  at  a  very  great  distance.  Thus  we  thought  we  were 
on  our ,  way  to  London,  exulting  in  our  good  fortune.  In  this 
pleasant  turn  of  mind,  we  remained  during  three  days,  supposing 
tl|at  by  this  time  we  were  nigh  home.     We  now  asked  if  we  were, 
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not  yet  near  the  shore,  and  about  to  eater  the  river.  "  What 
river  ?"  said  one  of  the  sailors.  "  Why,  the  Thames,"  said  Cap. 
tain  Jack.  "  The  Thames !— what  d'ye  me^a  by  this  ?  What, 
ha"nt  you  had  time  enough  to  be  sober  yet  ?"  Jack  said  no  more, 
but  looked  sheepish.  The  same  questions  being  repeated,  the  sail. 
ors  began  to  "  smell  a  rat ;"  and  turning  to  the  other  English. 
men  who  came  along  with  us,  said,  "  Where  do  you  fancy  that 
yon  are  going,  that  you  ask  so  often  about  it  ?"—"  Why  to  Lon- 
don," replied  he,  "  where  else  should  we  be  going  ?"  We  agreed 
with  the  captain  to  carry  us  to  London.  Ck  Not  with  the  cap. 
tain:  Poor  men,  you  are  all  deceived.  I  thought  so,  when  I  saw 
you  come  on  board  with  that  infamous  kidnapping  rogue  Gilli. 
man*  .  The  ship  is  bound  to  Virginia."  We  were  like  mad-men, 
drew  our  swords,  and  raged  like  furies.  We  were  soon  overpow. 
ered,  and  brought  before  the  captain.  He  expressed  his  sorrow 
at  our  situation,  declared  that  he  could  not  help  us,  and  that  he 
had  no  hand  in  the  matter;  and  that  we  were  put  on  board  his 
vessel  as  servants,  to  be  delivered  to  proper  persons  in  Maryland. 
He  added,  that  if  we  behaved  quietly,  we  would  be  civilly  treat- 
ed,— but  if  not,  put  in  irons. 

"  Captain  Jack  lost  all  temper. — "  What,  no  hand  in  it  ?  Is  he 
not  a  confederate  in  the  yillany  ?  Would  any  honest  man  receive 
innocent  people  on  board  his  ship,  and  carry  them'  off  without  en. 
quiring  into  their  characters  *  and  circumstances  ?  Why  does  he 
not  set  us  on  shore  again  ?  I  tell  you  all,  thathe  is  a  villi  an.  Why 
does  he  not  complete  his  villainy,  and  murder  us  ?  Then  he'll  save 
himself  from  my  revenge,  but  nothing  else  shall  deliver  him  from 
my  hands,  and  I  am  honester  in  warning  him,  than  he  is  in  deceiv- 
ing me." 

46  All  was  of  no  avail.  It  was  necessary  to  submit*  We  had  a 
pleasant  voyage.  When  we  came  on  shore,  Captain  Jack  said, 
"I  have  something  to  say  to  you,  captain.  I  have  promised  to 
cut  your  throat,  and  depend  upon  it  I'll  be  as  good  as  my  word." 
He  delivered  us  to  the  merchant  to  whom  we  were  consigned, 
who  disposed  of  us  to  the  best  advantage. 

"  Captain  Jack  had  an  easy  good, master.  It  soon  happened,  that 
he  and  another  were  sent  in  a  boat  to  carry  provisions  to  one  of  his 
plantations  down  the  river  ;  they  run  off  with  the  boat,  and  leav- 
ing it,  wandered  through  the  woods,  arrived  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
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from  tbence  the  captain  sailed  to  England,  Where  joining  Ills  for* ' 
iner  companions,  and  pursuing  bis  oW  courses,  about  twenty  year* 
after  he  was  executed  at  London. 

u  I  was  sold  to  Mr  Smith ,  a  rich  planter.  Hard  laoovr  and  soh% 
tode  gave  time  for  reflectum,  and  though  my  understanding  did 
hot  enable  me  to  form  a'  proper  estimate  of  my  past  condnet,  yet 
I  was  filled  with  remorse  art  my  folly  and  guilt.  My  iridustry  a%d 
sobriety  recommended  me  to  my  master,  who  in*  time  made  me  an 
overseer.  He  also  sent  home  my  note  ro  London  for*  my  ninety, 
nrae  pounds,  which  I  received. 

4C  He  at  length  informed  me,  that  he  intended  to  give  me  my  ff- 
be*rty.  I  told  him  that  I  was  very  happy,  and  did  rtot  wish  to 
leave  his  service.  Then  he  gave  me  a  paper,  containing  my  dis- 
charge from  his  service,  and*  fall  liberty.  I  replied,  that  I  would 
be  his  servant  as  long  as  he  would  keep  me.  He  said,  that  he 
would  retain  me  in  his  service  upon  two  condition*:  First,  l*hat 
for  managing  his  plantation,  he  would  give  me  thirty  pounds  of 
yearly  wages :  Secondly,  that  he  wotlld  purchase  me  a  plantation 
near  his  own,  that  1  might'  begin  and  do  something  for  myself. 
He  acded,  smiling,  u  Jack,  though  yon  are  but  av  yotmgr  man, 
yet  it  is  time  that  you  were  doing  something  for  yourself* 

66  These  arrangements  being  made,  he  purchased  me  three  hun. 
dred  acres  of  ground  near  his  own  plantation.  Nor  was  this  all ; 
he  supplied  me  with  necessaries,  or  gave  credit  for  what  was  re- 
quisite to  enable  me  to  mariage  my  property. 

44  I  was  soon  provided  with  materials  to  build  houses,  with 
rows,  horses,  hogs,  and  two  servants.  Meanwhile,  I  managed 
my  kind  protector's  estate.  The  first  produce  of  my  estate,  watf 
sent  over  to  a  correspondent  of  my  old  master's,  and  the  goods ' 
In  return  faithfully  shipped.  But  to  my  sad  loss,  the  ship  was  da- 
maged coming  into  the' harbour.  The  nails,  iron,  and  tools,  were 
saved,  but  the  soft  goods  were  greatly  injured.  This  threw  me 
into  the  utmost  concern,  as  I  was  so  much  indebted  to  my  friend, 
£nd  had  now  no  view  of  repaying  him.  He  consoled  me,  saying, 
that  1  might  soon  make  up  for  all.  In  that  hour  of  despondency, 
I  exclaimed,  that  I  had  no  hopes  of  that,  and  that  I  should  never 
be  out  of  debt.  He  generously  added,  u  Well,  you  have  no  ere-, 
dftor  but  me,  and  remember,  I  once  said  that  I  would  make  a  rrian 
of  you,  and  I  will  not  disappoint  you."  1  supplied  him  With  such' 
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^ttrt  of  my  iron  as  I  couth)  spare,  and  took  some  tine*  and  clothe* 
fe  exchange.  I  oy  this  time  had  a  large  quantity  of  my  ground 
cleared  of  timber,  and  the  view  of  an  excellent  crop  of  tobacco.  I 
got  three  servants  more,  and  one  negroe,  and  all  things  succeeded 
to  my  sanguine  wishes. 

"  But  there  is  avoid  in  every  situation,  and  I  found  a  great  one 
in  mine.  This  was  indeed  the  beginning  of  a>  new  scene  to  me, 
feut  it  was  not  that  kind  of  life  which  suited  my  expectations  and 
wishes.  Honesty  and  virtue  atone  exalt  a  man,  and  not  riches  of 
power.  While  I  was  in  Scotland,  I  had  begun  to  read  and! 
Write,  so  that  I  now  sought  after  books  and  information.  Fortvu 
ftafely  I  procured  a  quantity  of  books  which  belonged  to  a  planter 
who  was  dead.  Though  I  was  then  thirty  years  old,  I  looked 
upon  this  period  as  my  yonth,  and  would  have  gone  to  school  to 
learn.  It  happened,  however,- that  one  came  into  my  service 
from  Bristol,  who  had  been  well  educated,  but,  in  consequence  off 
Ms  improper  conduct,  had  been  transported  for  several  years. 

*  He  continued  to  encrease  in  my  esteem,  and  as  he  was"activef 
and  a  good  scholar^  I  asked  him  if  he  could  teach  me  the  Latinv 
He  replied,  that  if  he  had  books,  be  could  in  a  short  time,  I  told 
Mm;  that  a  book  would  better  become  him  than  a  hoe,  and  that  if  ' 
he  would  instruct  me  in  the  Latin,  and  any  other  languages  that 
Re  knew,  I  would  give  him  his  liberty.  He  fulfilled  his  engage- 
ments, and  I  received  at  fund  of  knowledge  more  valuable  than  the 
price  of  many  slaves. 

**  I  continued  in  this  manner  of  life  for  twelve  years,  and  by  * 
correspondent  recommended  to  me  by  my  friend,  my  goods  were 
regularly  sent  to  the  London  market,  and  goods  or  money  return- 
ed. Meanwhile  my  good  friend  died,  and  left  me  to  manage  his^ 
aflairs.  Now  I  was  disconsolate;  indeed,  there  was  none  with 
-whom  I  could  freely  converse,  and  unbosom  myself  at  ail  times* 
And  though  I  was  now  in  a.  station  that  enabled  me  to  carry  on 
my  plantation  without  pecuniary  aid}  yet  the  loss  of  his  company^ 
counsel,  and  conversation,  was  irreparable. 

u  In  these  circumstances,  I  formed  the  resolution  of  returning  to 
England,  and  was  determined  to  see  more  of  the  world.  It  was 
three  years  before  I  could  arrange  matters  so  as  to  leave  Virginia? 
J  relieved  my  tutor,  and  would  have  taken  him  to  England  wittf 
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me,  bat  to  my  sad  mortification  his  term  of  banishment  was  not 
ended :  I  therefore  made  him  my  overseer,  and,  under  a  certain 
plan  of  management,  committed  all  things  to  his  care.  Having 
settled  this  matter,  I  next  was  anxious  to  provide  such  a  quantity 
of  goods  as  might  enable  me  to  provide  my  plantations  with  pro- 
per  utensils,  and  to  afford  me  money  for  my  expences. 

"  At  length  I  embarked  for  England  in  a  stout  vessel,  having 
shipped  my  goods  on  board  different  vessels.  The  weather  was 
at  first  very  stormy,  and  the  ship  was  so  much  damaged,  that  some 
leaks  were  found  in  her.  The  men,  however,  got  them  stopped 
without  any  injury,  and  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage.  But  when 
we  had  arrived  in  the  British  channel,  about  the  dawning  of  the 
morning,  a  French  privateer  of  twenty. six  guns  appeared,  and 
crowded  all  sail  to  come  down  upon  us.  Our  captain  exchanged 
several  broadsides  with  her,  but  the  Frenchman  was  too  strong  for 
us,  and  we  were  obliged  to  surrender.  I  was  detained  on  board  the 
privateer,  and  our  vessel,  also  manned  by  Frenchmen,  was  carried 
into  Maloes.  I  however  heard  that  she  was  retaken,  and  carried 
into  Portsmouth. 

"  The  privateer  continued  to  cruize  in  the  channel,  and  took  a 
Tich  prize  homeward  bound  from  Jamaica.  She  was  carried  into 
Maloes,  and  from  this  place  I  was  conducted  to  Bonrdeaux. 
Here  the  Captain  asked  me  whether  I  would  be  delivered  up  a 
state  prisoner,  get  myself  exchanged,  or  pay  three  hundred 
crowns.  I  requested  time  to  consult  my  correspondent  in  Eng- 
land, and  I  was  exchanged  for  a  merchant  who  was  prisoner  in 
England.  Having  got  a  certificate,  I  arrived  safe  on  the  English 
shore  at  Deal. 

"  When  I  came  to  London,  I  was  welcomed  by  my  correspon- 
dent, who  had  managed  all  things  in  the  best  manner  to  my  ad- 
vantage. 1  also  found  that  my  overseer  in  Virginia  had  made  re- 
gular remittances  of  the  crops  of  my  plantations,  and  had  acted  in 
the  mqst  industrious,  skilful,  and  honourable  manner* 

"  My  principal  concern  was  now  to  conceal  myself  from  all  my. 
former  acquaintances.  Nor  was  this  difficult :  I  was  so  altered, 
that  they  could  not  identify  me,  and  they  were  equally  changed. 
I  have  already  related  what  was  the  rate  of  Captain  Jack  ;  and  as 
to  Major  Jack,  I  learned  that  he  was  daring  as  ever,  and  so  dex- 
terous a  rogue,  that,  continuing  his  former  depredations,  he  was 
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thrown  into  prison,  and  condemned,  bnt  that  he  had  relieved  him- 
self of  his  irons,  and  escaped  to  France.  Nor  could  he  refrain 
from  his  old  pranks,  even  though  he  had  so  narrowly  escaped  the 
gallows.  In  France  he  practised  his  calling,  until  he  was  at  last 
detected,  and  broken  upoiwthe  wheel.  This  was  indeed  rather 
ungrateful,  as  my  friend  had  taught  the  French  gentlemen  of 
the  road  tjie  English  generous  mode  of  robbing  politely,  and 
without  committing  niurder,  which  had,  almost  uuiversally,  been 
the  practice  formerly  with  French  robbers.  Thus  was  I,  by  the 
kindness  of  heaven,  spared  the  last  of  the  Three  Jo***,  who  had 
made  such  a  figure  in  their  native  country,  and  in  other  places. 

"  Now  arrived  at  the  summit  of  my  fortune,  I  assumed  the  name 
of  a  rich  merchant,  and  kept  a  French  servant,  because  I  was  de- 
sirous to  learn  -the  French  language.  In  this  situation  I  con* 
tinued  about  two  years.  Previous  to  this  time,  no  woman  had 
deprived  me  of  a  moment's  repose.  Nor  had  I  the  least  partiality 
for  the  fair  sex. 

"  But  there  was  a  beautiful  and  highly  accomplished  lady  who 
lived  in  the  bouse  opposite  to  mine,  that  attracted  my  attention* 
She  sung  admirably,  and  at  times  she  was  careful  to  make  me  hear 
the  sound  of  her  fine  voice  from  my  window.  She  was  equally 
careful  to  present  herself  frequently  at  her  own  window,  so  that 
I  must  have  been  callous  and  blind  not  to  be  smitten  with  her  ac- 
complishments. 

"  In  a  neighbouring  house  where  I  sometimes  visited,  I  had  the 
felicity  of  seeing  and  conversing  with  her.  Bnt  no  sooner  did  she 
perceive  that  I  was  captivated,  and  sought  an  opportunity  to  do. 
clare  my  sentiments  to  her,  than  she  dexterously  shunned  my 
company,  or  at  least  was  careful  that  I  should  have  no  opportu- 
nity to  slip  a  note  into  her  hand,  to  whisper  in  her  ear,  or  ask  a 
private  interview.  She  was  indeed  more  knowing  and  versant  in 
the  ways  of  the  world  than  I  was,  though  I  had  seen  many  diffe- 
rent faces,  and  some  foreign  countries.  She  at  last,  however, 
granted  me  a  hearing,  an£,  to  avoid  the  speculation  of  neighbours, 
and  the  expence  of  a  wedding,  we  were  privately  married. 

"  Scarcely  was  the  ceremony  over,  and  this  fair  lady  introduced 
into  my  house,  than  she  threw  off  the  mask.  Her  charms  were 
ebscured  by  frowns.  Her  elegance  became  extravagantly  ex* 
pensive.    Her  vanity  was  nourished  by  an  expence  to  which  J 
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was  a  stvaOger,  and  which  even  my  funds,  though  great,  wottUl 
not  have  Jwg  sustained.  In  the  course  of  a  twelvemonth,  she 
tore  me  a  fine  boy,  and  her  expences  on  that  occasion  amounted 
io  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds.  Bach  jarring* 
took  place  betwixt  us,  that  at  U:gth  a  separation  was  pro- 
posed*  and  she  insisted  upon  having  three  hundred  a*yeax  settled 
upon  her.  This,  however,  made  me  look  better  Into  her  con- 
duct, and,  by  means  of  two  trust)  agents,  I  was  enabled  to  detect 
Iter  infidelity,  and  to  sue  her  before  an  ecclesiastical  court,  and  ob- 
tain a  divorce* 

u  Thus  circumstanced,  I  resolved  to  fly.  from  the  strife  of 
tongues,  and  the  breath  Of  calumny,  and  to  retire  to  France.  Ar- 
rived in  that  country,  1  became  acquainted  with  some  Irish  offi- 
cers of  the  regiment  of  Dillon,  bought  a  company,-  and  joined  the 
French  army.  Our  regiment  was  ordered  to  Itaty;  where  I  ex. 
jerienced  some  pretty  sharp  service.  Having-  served  in  several 
campaigns,  I  received  brevet  for  a.  Colonel,  to  raise  a  regiment  h* 
Great  Britain.  I  accordingly  sailed  for  Leith,  but,  as  our  fleet 
was  anchoring,  Sir  George  Byng  with  the  English  fleet  appeared. 

u  Upon  this  surprise  the  French  Admiral  set  sail,  and  run  to 
the  North  of  Scotland,  and,  with  the  loss  of  one  vessel,  got  safe  to 
Dunkirk.  I  was  truly  glad  to  set^my  foot  once  more  upon  land', 
for  my  imagination  was  filled  with  terror  of  being  taken,  triecr^ 
and  hanged,  for  bearing  arms  in  foreign  service. 
•  "  This  alarm  made  me  abandon  the  army,  and  I  went  to  Paris, 
a  place  full  of  mirth  and  gaUatrtry.  Here  t  was  so  unwise  as 
again  to  try  the  game  of  matrimony  ;  anil  if  I  was  unhappy  before, 
}  was  no  better  now.  It  was  not  long  before  I  discovered  a  mar- 
quis doing  me  the  honour  of  supplying  my  place  i  I  fought  him. 
next  day,  and  left  him  for  dead. 

"  In  this  dilemma  I  set  sail  for  Virginia.  We  had  a  pretty- 
good  voyage ;  but  we  fell  in  with  a  pirate,  who  plundered  us  of  all 
that  suited  his.  purpose.  1  was,  however,  indifferent  to  that  which 
I  had  lost,  as  I  had  plenty  before  me  on  land. 

"  I  found  all  my  plantations  in  good  order,  and  in  a  flourishing 
state.  My  old  tutor  had  acted  entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  and  was 
transported  with  joy  in  seeing  me  again,  and  so  were  all  my  slave* 
and  domestics.  Not  long  after  my  return,  I  married  a  white  ser- 
vant, who  for  sometime  proved  a  very  affectieriate  and  faithfu* 
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<9vtfe*  She,  however,  in  a  short  time  played  the  fool,  and  not  long 
.after  di.ed  from  the  fruits  of  her  own  imprudence* 

"  This  circum9tan.ee  being  the  subject  of  no  small  conversation, 
among  the  planters,  I  sent  fox  a  copy  of  the.  King's  general  /par,, 
don,  and  finding  that  I  was#most  certainly  included,  I  resolved 
again  to  vjsijb  England.  Having  arranged  all  my  affairs,  and  com- 
mitting them  to  the  care  of  my  overseer,  whose  fidelity  and  skill 
jvere  formerly  proved,  I  set  sail  for  my  native  country,  resolving 
to  spend  the  evening  of  my  days  in  such. a  manner  as  I  npw  ar- 
dently wished  J  had  spent  the  morning, 

"  When  I  Wv?ote  this  narrative,  I  did  not  suppose  that  it  was 
00  fashionable  for,  persons  to  write  their  history.  Since,  however, 
t  have  spent  a  life  so  varied,  and  so  full  of  incidents,  the  reader 
toay  certainly  make  to  himself  many  important'  reflections,  and 
Jearn  many  useful  lessons  : — Thus  he  will  reap  the  benefit  of  my 
mjs£ortun«s,  perhaps,  better  than  I  have  done  myself* — My  aar- 
mtion  may  thus  be  not  unuseful  to  my  country/' 


WHITNEY. 


This  man  was  born  at  Stevenage  in  Hertfordshire,  and  served 
an  apprenticeship  to  a  butcher.  He  often  mentioned  <  that  he 
was  happily  disappointed  in  his  first  attempt  to  steal..  < 

He  and  his  master  .weqt  to  the  cutmtry  to  purchase  calves, 
and  there  was  an  excellent  one  that  they  would  fondly  h^ve  had  in 
their  possession,  but  the  pwner  apd  they  could  not  agr.ee  abqat 
the  price.  As  the  owner  of  the  calf  kept  an  ale-bouse,  they  went 
in.  to  taste  his  ale.  While  they  were  enjoying  themselves,  but  la- 
menting the  loss  of  the  calf,  Whitney  whispered  -to  hi*  mastef, 
that  it  would  be  foolish  in  them  to  give  money  for  the  calf,  when 
they  might  have  it  for  nothing.  The  good  butcher  understood  his 
meaning,  and  went  into  his  pl^n*  They  sat  still  drinking,  waiting 
ti^eir  opportunity*  * 

Unfortunately  for  their  scheme,  a  fellow  who  travelled  tip 
gountry  with  a  she- bear,  had  put  up  at  the  house  where  the 
butchers  were  drinking.  The  landlord  had  no  place  to  put 
igt  this  he&r,  without  removing  the  calf  to  another  hoi*se,  which 
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was  accordingly  done.  The  butchers  continued  carousing  until  ft 
was  dark,  ,then  having  cheerfully  paid  their  reckoning,  in  the  hopes 
that  the  calf  would  reimburse  them,  they  left  the  house,  and  lurk- 
ed about  the  fields  until  all  was  quiet.  Approaching  the  place 
where  they  had  seen  the  calf  put  up?  Whitney  was  sent  in  to  fetch 
it  out.  The  bear  was  resting  her  wearied  limbs,  when  Whitney 
took  hold  of  them,  and  was  astonished  to  find  the  hair  of  the  calf 
had  suddenly  grown  to  such  a  length.  Bruin  arose  upon  all-fours, 
thinking  that  it  was  her  master  about  to  shew  her  in  his  usual  man- 
ner. But  she  no  sooner  discovered  that  it  was  a  stranger  who  thus 
rudely  assailed  her,  than  she  seized  him  with  her  two  fote-paws,  and 
hugged  him  most  lovingly  to  her  bosom,1  The  master,  surprised 
that  he  was  so  long  in  bringing  out  the  calf,  began  to  chide  his  de- 
lay. Whitney  cried  out,  that  he  could  not  get  away  himself,  and 
he  believed  that  the  devil  had  a  hold  of  him.  The  master  replied, 
44  If  it  is  the  old  boy,  bring  him  out,  as  I  should  like  to  see  what 
kind  of  an  animal  he  is."  Whitney  was  rather  offended  to  hear 
his  master  treat  the  matter  so  lightly,  when  he  was  in  such  immi- 
nent jeopardy.  His  importunities,  brought  the  butcher  to  his  as- 
sistance, when  they  discovered  tjieir  mistake,  and,  with  no  small 
difficulty,  disentangled  Whitney  from  the  fraternal  hug  of  honest 
Bruin  ;  and  they  set  home  without  their  prey,  determined  to  at- 
tempt stealing  calves  no  more. 

Our  young  adventurer  now  abandoned  the  business  of  buying 
and  slaying  animals,  from  Ihe  fright  that  he  had  got  with  the  bear, 
and  took  up  the  George  Itin  at  Chesshunt.  In  order  to  make  the 
most  of  it,  he  entertained  all  sorts  of  people,  whether  good  or  bad* 
Disappointment  attended  him  in  this,  as, well  as  his  former  em* 
ployment,  and  he  was  constrained  to  shut  his  door. 

He  now  went  up  to  London,  the  common  haunt  of  all  profli- 
gates, and  where  he  lived  in  the  most  irregular  manner,  giving 
himself  wholly  up  to  villainy.  After  practising  the  tricks  of  sharp- 
ers for  a  time,  he  at  length  commenced  business  upon  the  high* 
way.  He  was  one  day  standing  at  the  door  of  a  mercer's  shop, 
when  two  young  ladies  of  fashion  passed  by  elegantly  dressed.  In 
order  to  bring  on  a  conversation,  one  of  them  enquired  if  he  had 
any  silks  of  the  newest  patterns.  Whitney  replied,  that  he  had 
none  at  present,  but  would  soon  have  some  home  from  the  weaving. 
He  then  requested  their  address,  that  the  goods,  when  they  earn 
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to  hand,  inight  be  sent  them.  They  were  rather  at  a  loss.  One 
of  them,  however,  answered,  that  they  were  only  lately  come  to 
town,  and  did  not  remember  the  name  of  their  street.  They  add* 
ed,  that  as  it  was  not  far  off,  if  he  would  accompany  them,  they 
would  show  him  their  habitation* 

This  was  just  what  he  wanted  ;  therefore,  going  into  the  shop^ 
as  if  to  leave  orders,  he  hastened  along  with  the  ladies — they, 
supposing  that  he  was  the  silk.mercer,  and  he  that  they^were  ac» 
tually  ladies  of  fortune,  whom  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
robbing,  either  presently  or  at  some  future  period.  Upon  their 
arrival,  he  was  introduced  into  an  elegant  parlour,  a  collation 
placed  upon  the  table,  with  some  excellent  wine,  and  he  was  re- 
quested to  take  a  refreshment.  He  was  soon  left  alone  with  one 
of  the  ladies,  and,  discovering  his  mistake,  he  was  resolved  to  have 
some  more  sport  at  the  expense  of  a  silk.mercer,  since  he  had  been 
taken  for  one* 

Whitney  went  to  a  mercer,  and  mentioning  the  name  of  a  lady 
of  quality  in  the  neighbourhood,  said  he  had  been  sent  by  her,  to 
request  that  the  mercer  would  tend  one  of  his  men  with  several 
pieces  of  his  best  silks,  as  the  lady  was  to  purchase  a  gown  and 
petticoat.  The  shop-keeper  readily  consented,  and  one  of  the 
apprentices  was  sent  along  with  him.  To  deceive  the  young  man, 
and  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  discover  the  place  where  he 
should  stop,  he  conducted  him  through  various  streets  and  lanes, 
until  he  at  last  stopped  at  a  house  which  had  an  entry  into  ano- 
ther  street ;  here  he  took  the  parcel,  and  desired  the  lad  to  stand 
at  the  door,  while  he  went  in  to  shew  the  ladies  the  silks.  Tak« 
ing  the  parcel,  he  went  in,  and  inquired  for  some  person  that  he 
was  certain  was  not  there.  He  then  requested  liberty  to  pass 
through  to  the  next  street,  which  would  shorten  his  way.  This 
being  granted,  he  left  the  mercer's  man  to  wait  for  his  return. 

Having  thus  fortunately  succeeded,  and  being  able  to  fulfil  his 
engagement,  to  give  one  of  the  above-mentioned  ladies  a  dress  of 
silk,  he  hastened  to  their  dwelling,  where  they  divided  the  spoil. 
For  some  days  he  remained  there,  indulging  in  all  manner  of  riot 
and  excess,  until  satiated,  he  returned  to  his  honest  labours,  and 
to  seek  out  new  adventures*  Determined)  however,  that  no  other 
person  but  himself  should  reap  the  fruits  of  his  ingenuity,  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  mercer,  informing  him  Where  he  would  find  his  silks* 
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Whitney,  like  many  of  his  profession,  affected  sometimes  to  be 
generous  and  noble.  One  instance  may  be  related.  Having  one  day 
robbed  a  gentleman  of  a  hundred  pounds  of  silver  tied  up  in  a  bag, 
the  latter  requested,  that  as  he  had  a  great  way  to  go,  he  would 
give  him  as  much  as  would  bear  his  expenses.  Upon  this  Whit. 
Hey  opened  the  bag,  and  desired  him  to  take  what  he  deemed  ne- 
cessary The  gentleman  put  in  his  hand,  and  brought  away  as 
much  as  he  could  lay  hold  upon  on  which  Whitney  remarked,  that 
he  thought  he  would  have  had  more  conscience  than  to  have 
taken  so  much. 

In  the  course  of  Whitney's  rambles,  he  one  day  put  up  at  an 
inn  at  Doncaster,  and  lived  in  a  dashing  style,  as  he  had  then 
plenty  of  money.  He  was  informed  that  the  landlord  was  a  com* 
plete  miser  and  sharper,  and  that  he  would  not  spare  the  smallest 
sum  to  a  poor  relation  of  his  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood.  Ac- 
cordingly Whitney  resolved  to  exert  his  ingenuity  upon  his  land- 
lord ;  and  gave  out  that  he  had  a  good  estate,  and  travelled  mere- 
ly for  his  own  amusement.  He  continued  to  pay  his  bills  regular* 
ly,  until  he  supposed  that  his  credit  would  be  sufficiently  establish- 
ed.  Then  he  one  day  mentioned  to  his  landlord,  that  as  his  money 
Was  run  short,  he  would  be  obliged  to  him  for  credit  until  he  re- 
ceived remittances.  "  Oh,  dear  Sir,  you  need  not  give  yourself 
any  uneasiness  about  such  a  thing  as  this,  every  thing  in  my  house 
is  at  your  service  ;  and  I  shall  think  myself  honoured  if  you  use 
ine  as  your  friend."  With  abundance  of  eloquence  our  adven- 
turer returned  the  compliment.  He  continued  to  live  at  his  table,— 
nis  horse  was  well  fed  with  corn  and  hay,  while  Whitney,  almost 
every  day,  took  a  ride  to  some  neighbouring  village  along  with 
the  landlord  and  some  others,  who  were  all  proud  of  the  honour 
he  thus  did  them. 

It  happened  that  there  was  an  annual  fair  in  that  place,  and  io 
tile  morning  a  box  came  directed  to  him,  and  opening  it,  he  took 
but  a  letter,  and  having  read  it,  locked  the  box,  and  delivered  it 
to  the  landlady,  saying,  that  it  would  be  safer  in  her  custody  than 
in  his  own.  Having  gone  to  see  the  fair,  he  returned  in  great  haste 
in  the  afternoon,  desiring  his  horse  to  be  instantly  dressed,  as  he 
bad  seen  .one  in  the  fair  for  which  he  was  desirous  to  exchange  his 
own  horse  ;  and  adding,  that  he  was  determined  to  have  that  horse* 
He  then  asked  for  the  landlady  to  give  him  his  box ;  but  he  was 
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informed  that  she  was  gone  to  the  fair.  He  burst  out  into  a  vio- 
lent passion,  saying,  that  he  supposed  that  she  had  locked  up 
what  he  gave  her,-^-u  If  she  has,"  said  he,  "  I  had  rather  given 
ten  guineas,  for  I  have  no  money  but  what  is  in  her  possession." 
Enquiry  was  made,  and  it  was  found  to  be  as  he  had  said,  which 
put  him  into  a  still  greater  passion.  This  was,  however,  what  he 
both  wished  and  expected,— ^-the  whole  being  of  his  own  invention. 
The  landlord  was  informed  of  his  rage,  and  the  cause  of  it,  and 
entreated  that  he  would  be  easy,  as  he  would  lend  him' the  sum 
he  wanted  until  his  wife  came  home.  Our  hero  was  greatly  dis- 
tressed that  he  should  have  to  borrow  money,  when  he  had  so 
.much  of  his  own.  But  as  there  was  no  other  method  of  obtaining 
cash  to  purchase  his  favourite  horse,  he  accepted  of  the  profered 
loan.  With  an  imperious  and  haughty  air,  he  demanded  that  his 
bill  might  be  prepared  for  payment. 

With  forty  guineas  he  rode  to  the  fair,  but,  instead  of  enquir- 
ing for  any  other  horse,  he  spurred  his  own  through  the  crowd, 
and  hastened  to  London.  The  people  of  the  inn  waited  long  for 
his  return  that  evening,  but  as  he  had  frequently  staid  two  or  three 
days  at  once  in  his  rambles  through  the  country,  they  suspected 
no  fraud.  After  waiting  with  no  small  impatience  for  a  whole 
week,  the  landlord  resolved  to  break  open  the  box,  and  went  tp 
the  magistrates  of  the  place  accompanied  by  witnesses.  He  was 
beyond  expression  chagrined,  when  he  found  the  box  filled  with 
sand  and  stones. 

In  London,  Whitney  was  apprehended  upon  the  information 
of  one  of  these  abandoned  females,  who  live  by  betraying  the 
simple  ones  of  their  own,  and  by  robbing  and  plundering  the  prom- 
ulgate of  the  other  sex.  He  was  committed,  tried,  and  sentenced 
at  the  next  sessions.  The  Judge,  before  passing  sentence,  made 
an  excellent  speech  to  him  and  the  other  malefactors,  in  strong 
terms  exhibiting  the  nature  of  their  several  crimes,  and,  in  par. 
ticular,  addressed  himself  to  Whitney ;  exhorting  him  to  a  sincere 
repentance,  as  there  could  be  riU  hope  of  a  pardon  to  him  after  a 
course  of  so  many  villanies, 

At  the  place  of  execution,  Whitney  addressed  the  multitude  in. 
nearly  the  following  terms :  "  1  have  been  a  great  offender,  both 
against  God.  and  my  country,  by  transgressing  all  laws  both  hu- 
man and  divine.     I  believe  there  is  not  one  here  present  but  has 

'  t3 
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often  heard  my  name  before  my  confinement,  and  seen  the  long 
catalogue  of  my  crimes,  which  have  since  been  made  public.  Why 
then  should  I  pretend  to  vindicate  a  life  stained  with  so  many 
enormous  deeds  ?  The  sentence  passed  upon  me  is  just,  and  I  can 
aee  the  footsteps  of  a  Providence,  which,  before,  I  had  profanely 
laughed  at,  in  my  apprehending  and  conviction.  I  hope  the  sense 
which  I  have  of  these  things  have,  enabled  me  to  make  my  peace 
with  Heaven,  the  only  thing  which  is  now  of  any  concern  to  me, 
Join  in  your  prayers  with  me,  my  dear  countrymen,  that  God 
would  not  forsake  me  in  my  last  moments."  Having  spent  a  few 
flUnutes  in  prayer,  he  suffered  in  the  34th  year  of  his  age* 


REV.  JOHN  TALBOT. 

John  Talbot  was  chaplain  to  a  regiment  in  Portugal,  and 
when  recalled,  officiated  three  months  at  St.  Alphage  in  the  WAU 
He  was  next  a  curate  in  Essex  ;  and  a  law-suit  commencing  be- 
tween him  and  a  person  in  that  parish,  he  went  to  London. 

Six  men  and  a  woman  conspired  to  rob  and  murder  this  clergy- 
man. Jt  is  difficult  to  say  what  could  have  induced  these  aban- 
doned wretches  to  this  diabolical  deed,— whether  they  were  in- 
stigated by  his  enemies,  or  by  hopes  of  plunder.  M*  Talbot  hav- 
ing received  information  that  his  opponent  had  designed  to  arrest 
him,  he  was  suspicious  of  every  person  who  followed  him.  He 
was  therefore  the  sooner  alarmed  when  he  perceived  these  persons 
following  him  from  place  to  place,  without  being  able  to  elude 
their  unceasing  pursuit.  He  at  last  fled  to  Qraifs  I«nr  and  here 
he  had  a  particular  opportunity  to  discover  the  persons  of  his  pur- 
suers,. .  He  tarried  there  until  he  supposed  that  all  danger  was 
over,  after  having  written  to  some  particular  friends  to  come  to 
bis  assistance.— He  then  took  his  way  through  Old  Street,  and 
over  the  Fields  to  Shore  Ditch  ;  but  he  had  hardly  got  into  the 
fields  when  the  pursuit  was  renewed. 

More  alarmed  than  ever,  it  being  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  he 
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broke  through  a  garden,  to  take  abetter  io  a  garden-house  ;  but 
before  he  could  reach  that  place,  be  was  seised,  his  pockets  rifled, 
and  an  attempt  made  to  cut  his  throat* 

Whether  by  chance,  or  that   those  wretches  were    particn. 
larly  skilled  in  butchering  man,    is  uncertain : — but  they  first 
cut  out  a-piece  of  his  throat,   about  the  size  of  a  half-crown 
piece,4  without  touching  the  wind.pipe ;  and  then,   in  the  de- 
pendent part  of  the  orifice,  they  stabbed  him  with  the  knife  so 
deep,  that  the  point  nearly  reached  the  lungs,     However,  they 
did  not  cut  the  recurrent  nerves,  which  would  have  stopped  his 
speech,  nor  the  jugular  veins  and  arteries,  in  which  case  he  would 
have  bled  to  death, — and  then  possibly  no  discovery  would  have 
been  made.     This  bloody  deed  was  perpetrated  at  Annisfieldm 
Clear ,  on  Friday  July  3d  1669. 

While  they  were  perpetrating  this  horrible  deed,  a  dog  alarmed 
the  neighbourhood,  and  some  coming  to  his  assistance,  found  him 
treltering  in  his  blood.  He  pointed  to  the  place  where  the  mur- 
derers had  gone,  and  one  of  them  was.  discovered  and  taken* 
Upon  examination,  the  wound  was  not  deemed  incurable,  and 
Mr  Talbot,  by.  writing,  identified  the  man  when  brought  before 
Wro  ;  and  mentioned  also,  that  there  were  other  five  men  and  a 
^roman;  .When  Mr  Talbot  seemed  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  recove- 
ry, in  consequence  of  a  violent  cough,  his  jugular  vein  was  broke, 
which  proved  fatal.  He  died  on  the  following  Monday,  with 
great  sentiments  of  devotion. 

Two  more  of  the  men  and  the  woman  were  discovered,  and 
committed  to  prison.  The  facts  and  circumstances  were  so  evi- 
dent against  them,  that  they  were  sentenced  to  suffer  death.  When 
Eaton,  one  of  the  men,  was  urged  to  inform,  whether  or  not  he 
was  instigated  by  any  of  those  whp  were  concerned  in-  the  law* 
-suit  against  him,  he  declared,  "  That  he  never  in  bis  life  saw  Mr 
Talbot,  until  he  ^vas  brought  before  him  after  be  was  taken." 
The  woman,  upon  being  interrogated,  said,  "  That  she  would  . 
burn  in  bell  fire,  before  she  would  own  with  any  thiog  of  the 
matter."  On  account  of  some  favourable  circumstances,  one 
of  the  men  was  reprieved,  but  the  woman  and  the  other  two  werp 
executed  at  Tyburn. 

It  is  truly  astonishing  what  coujd  excite  these  wretches  to  pur. 
*ue>  with  such  cruel  perseverance,  an  innocent  man  to  death,  from 
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whom  they  could  hare  small  expectations  of  receiving  a  reward 
adequate  to  such  villainy.  As  none  of  the  perpetrators  discover- 
ed their  abettors,  we  must  leave  the  decision  of  this  point  to  that 
great  and  awful  day,  when  the  secrets  of  men's  hearts  shall  be  re- 
vealed, and  every  thing  that  has  been  hid  shall  be  made  manifest. 


THE  GERMAN  PRINCESS. 

'  Though  this  remarkable  female  character  was  denominated  a 
German  Princess,  for  a  reason  which  will  be  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  her  narrative,  she  was  a  native  of  Canterbury,  and  her 
father  a  chorister  of  that  cathedral.  From  her  sprightly  and  vo- 
latile disposition,  she  at  an  early  period  took  delight  in  reading 
those  novels  that  were  then  fashionable,— -such  as  Parismus  and 
Parismanus,  Don  Bettianis  of  Greece,  Amadis  de  Gaul,  and 
Cassandra  and  Cleopatra  ;  and  in  a  little  time  she  really  belie?- 
ed  what  she  wished,  even  that  she  was  a  Princess, 

But  in  her  marraige  she  lost  6ight  of  her  exalted  conception, 
and  united  her  fortune  with  a  journeyman  shoemaker.  She  re* 
sided  with 'him  until  she  had  two  children,  who  both  died  in  their 
Infancy.  The  industrious  shoemaker  was  unable  to  support  her 
extravagance,  so  that  she  at  last  left  him,  to  seek  her  fortune  else- 
where. A  woman  of  her  figure,  beauty,  and  address,  was  not 
long  before  she  procured  another  husband.  She  went  to  Dover, 
and  married  a  surgeon  of  that  place. 

She  was  apprehended  and  tried  at  Maidstone  for  having  two 
husbands,  but  by  some  dexterous  manoeuvre  she  was  acquitted. 
She  now  embarked  for  Holland,  and  travelled  by  land  to  Cologu, 
and  having  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  she  took  handsoipe  lodg* 
gings  at  a  house  of  entertainment,  and  cut  a  dashing  figure.  As 
it  is  customary  for  the  gentry  in  England  to  frequent* Epsom  or 
Tunbridge.wells  in  the  summer,  so  it  was  then  customary  for  those 
in  Germany  to  frequent  the  Spa.  Our  heroine  went  thither,  and 
was  addressed  by  an  old  gentleman  who  had  a  good  estate  in  the 
vicinity.  With  the  assistance  of  her  landlady,  she  managed  this 
affair  with  great  art.    JEe  presented  her  with  several  fine  jewels, 
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besides  a  gold  chain  and  costly  medal,  which  had  been  given  him, 
for  some  gallant  action  under  Count  Tilly,  against  the  valiant 
Gustavo*  Adolphus  of  Sweden.  He  at  length  began  to  press  ma* 
trimony  with  ail  the  keenness  of  a  young  lover,  and,  unable  to 
resist  the  seige  any  longer,  she  consented  to  make  him  happy  in 
three  days.  Meanwhile,  he  supplied  her  with  money  in  great  pro* 
fusion,  and  she  was  requested  to  prepare  what  things  she  pleased 
for  the  wedding.  The  Princess  now  deemed  it  high  time  to  be 
gone,  and,  to  secure  her  retreat,  acquainted  her  landlady  with  her 
design.  Having  already  shared  largely  of  (he  spoils  that  our  ad. 
venturer  had  received  from  her  old  doting  lover,  she,  in  hopes  of 
pillaging  him  a  little  more,  encouraged  and  aided  her  flight.  Our 
heroine  requested  her  to  go  and  provide  her  a  seat  in  a  carriage 
whjch  took  a  different  road  from  that  of  Cologn,  as  she  did  not 
wish  that  her  lover  should  be  able  to  trace  her  route.  When  our 
Princess  found  herself  alone,  she  broke  open  a  chest  in  which  the 
-  good  woman  had  deposited  all  her  share  of  the  spoil  that  she  bad 
received  from  our  heroine,  as  well  as  her  own  money.  Madam 
made  free  with  all,  and  took  her  passage  to  Utrecht,  from  hence 
went  to  Amsterdam,  sold  her  chains  and  some  jewels,  and  then 
passed  into  Rotterdam,  from  whence  she  speedily  embarked  for 
England. 

She  landed  at  Billingsgate,  one  morning  very  early  in  the  end  of 
March  1663,  and  found  no  house  open  until  she  came  to  the  Ex- 
change tavern,  where  in  the  following  manner  she,  attained  the 
rank  of  a  German  Princess.  In  that  tavern,  she  got  into  the 
company  of  some  gentlemen  whom  she  perceived  were  full  of  mo. 
ney,  and  these  addressing  her  in  a  rude  manner,  she  began  a  cry. 
Ing  most  bitterly,  exclaiming,  that  it  was  extremely  tafcrd  for  her 
to  be  reduced  to  this  extreme  distress,  who  was  once  a  Princess. 
Here  she  Repeated  the  story  of  her  extraction  and  education,  and 
much  about  her  pretended  father,  the  Lord  Henry  VundwoU 
&ay9  a  Prince  of  the  Empire,  and  independent  of  every  man  but 
his  Imperial  Majesty.  "  Certainly,"  said  she,  "  any  gentleman 
here  present,  may  conceive  what  a  paiuful  situation  this  must  be  to 
me,  brought  up  under  the  care  of  an  indulgent  father,  and  in  all 
the  luxuries  of  a  court,  to  be  reduced  thus  low.  But,  alas  1  what 
do  I  say  ?— Indulgent  father  I  alas  !  was  it  not  his  cruelty  which 
banished  me,  his  only  daughter,  from  bis  dominions,  merely  for 


? 
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marrying  without  his  knowledge,  a  nobleman*  of  the  court  whom 
I  loved  to  excess  ?  Was  it  not  my  father  who  occasioned  my  dear 
lord  and  husband,  to  be  cat  off  in  the  bloom  of  his  age,  by  false* 
ly  accusing  him  of  a  design  against  his  person,— ~a  deed  which  hit 
virtuous  soul  abhorred."  Here  she*  pretended  that  the  poignancy 
of  her  feelings  would  allow  her  to  relate  no  more  of  her  un- 
fortunate history. 

The  whole  company  was  touched  with  compassion  at  the  melan- 
choly tale,  which  she  related  with  so  mnch  unaffected  simplicity, 
that  they  had  not  a  doubt  of  its  authenticity.  Compassionating 
her  unfortunate  situation,  they  requested  her  acceptance  of  ail  the 
money  they  had  about  them,  promising  to  return  again  with  more. 
They  were  as  good  as  their  promise,  and  she  ever  after  went  by 
the  name  of  the  unfortunate  German  Prince$$.  • 

The  man  who  kept  the  inn,  knowing  that  she  was  cone  from  the 
Continent,  and  seeing  that  she  had  great  riches  about  her,  he  was 
disposed  more  than  ever  to  believe  the  truth  of  her  story.  Nor 
was  Madam  backward  to  inform  him,  that  she  had  collected  all 
that  she  possessed  from  the  benevolent  contributions  of  neigh* 
bouring  princes,  who  knew  and  pitied  her  misfortunes.  "  Nor 
durst  anyone  of  them,'9  continued  she,  *'  let  my  father  know 
what  they  had  done,  or  where  she  was,  for  he  was  so  much  more 
powerful  than  any  of  them,  that  if  ha  understood  that  any  one  fa* 
voured  me,  he  would  instantly  make  war  upon  them;" 

King,  the  innkeeper,  being  convinced  of  her  rank  and  fortune, 
John  Carleton,  his  brother-in-law,  no  doubt  receiving  proper  in- 
formation from  King,  became  enamoured  of  the  Princess,  and  pre- 
sumed to  pay  his  addresses  to  her.  She  was  highly  displeased  at 
first,  but,*from  his  importunity,  she  was  at  last  prevailed  upon  4o 
descend  from  her  station,  and  receive  the  hand  of  a  common  man. 
Poor  Carleton  thought  himself  the  happiest  of  mortals,  in  being 
then  so  highly  honoured  by  an  union  with  such  an  accomplished 
and  amiable  Princess,  possessed  of  an  ample  fortune,  though  fft 
inferior  to  what  she  had  a  right  to  expect  from  her  noble  birth. 

But  during  this  dream  of  pleasure,  Mr  Ring  received  a  letter, 
informing  him,  that  the  woman  who  resided  at  his  house,  and  was 
married  to  his  brother.in-law,  was  an  impostor,  that  she  had  al- 
ready been  married  to  two  husbands,  and  had  eloped  with  all  the 
money  she  could  lay  her  hands  on : — That  ho  said  nothing  bat 
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<what  could  be  proved  by  the  most  unquestionable  evidence  in  & 
court  of  justice.  The  consequence  was,  that  a  prosecution  was 
instituted  against  far  for  the  crane  of  polygamy,  but,  from  in- 
sufficient eTtdence,  she  was  acquitted.  , 

•   She  was  then  introduced  as*e>o  actress  among  the  players,  and 

by  them  supported  for  some  time.     Upon  her  account  the  boose 

was  often  crowded,  and  the  public  curiosity  was  excited,  by  m 

woman  who  had  made  such  a  figure  in  the  world,  and  received 

great  applause  in  her  dramatic  capacity.    She  generally  appeared 

In  characters  suited  to  her  habits  of  life,  and  those  scenes  which 

were  rendered  familiar  to  her  by  former  deceptions  and  intrigues* 

But  what  tended  chiefly  to  promote  her  fame,  was  a  play  called 

The  German  Princess,  written  principally  upon  her  account,  in 

which  she  spoke  the  following  prologue  in  such  a  manner  as  gaisw 

*d  universal  applause. 

I've  past  one  trial,  but  it  is  my  fear 
I  shall  receive  a  rigid  sentence  here  : 
You  think  me  a  bdld  cheat,  but  case  'twere  so, 
Which  of  you  are  not  ?  Now  you'd  swear  I  knpw, 
But  do  not,  lest  that  you  deserve  to  be 
Censur'd  worse  than  you  can  censure  me ; 
The  world's  a  cheat,  and  we  that  move  in  it, 
In  our  degrees,  do  exercise  our  wit, 
And  better  'tis  to  get  a  glorious  name, 
However  got,  than  live  by  common  fame* 

9 

The  Princess  had  too  much  mercury  in  her  constitution  to  re- 
main long  within  the  bounds  of  a  theatre,  when  London  itself  was 
too  limited  for  her  volatile  disposition.  She  did  not,  however 
leave  the  theatre  until  she  had  procured  many  admirers.  Her 
history  was  well  known,  as  well  as  her  accomplishments  and  her 
gallantry,  and  introduced  into  her  company.  She  was  easy  of 
access,  but  in  company  she  carried  herself  with  an  affected  air  of 
indifference. 

There  were  two  young  beaux  in  particular,  who  had  more 
money  in  their  pockets  than  wit  in  their  heads ;  and  from  the 
scarcity  of  that  commodity  in  themselves,  they  the  more  admired 
Jper  wit  and  humour.    She  encouraged  their  addresses  until  she 
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)iad  extracted  about  three  hundred  pounds  from  each  of  them,  and 
then  observing  their  funds  were  nearly  exhausted,  she  discarded 
them  both,  saying,  she  was  astonished  at  their  impudence,  in 
making  love  to  a  Princess  1 

Her  next  lover  was  au  old  gentleman  about  fifty,  who  saw  her, 
and  though  he  was  acquainted  with  her  history,  yet  he  resolved  to 
be  at  the  expence  of  some  hundreds  a-year,  provided  she  would 
consent  to  live  with  him.  To  gain  his  purpose,  he  made  her  se- 
veral rich  presents,  which,  with  seeming  reluctance,  she  accepted* 
When  they  lived  together  as  man  and  wife,  she  so  accommodated 
herself  to  his  temper  and  dispositions,  that  he  was  constantly 
making  her  rich  presents,  which  were  always  accepted  with  appa- 
rent reluctance,  as  laying  her  under  so  many  obligations.  In  this 
manner  they  continued,  until  her  doating  lover  one  evening 
coming  home  intoxicated,  she  thought  it  a  proper  opportunity  to 
decamp.  So  soon  as  he  was  asleep,  she  rifled  his  pockets,-— found 
his  pocket. book,  containing  a  bill  for  an  hundred  pounds,  and 
6ome  money.  She-,  also  stripped  him  of  his  watch,  and  taking  his 
keys,  opened  his  coffers,  and  carried  off  every  thing  that  suited 
her  purpose.  She  next  went  and  presented  the  bill,  and,  as  the 
acceptor  knew  her,  she  received  the  money  without  hesitation.  - 

Having  thus  fleeced  her  old  lover,  she  took  up  lodgings  in  a 
convenient  place,  under  the  character  of  a  young  lady  with  a 
thousand  pounds,  and  whose  father  was  able  to  give  her  twice  as 
much  ;  but,  disliking  a  person  whom  he  had  provided  as  a  hus- 
band for  her,  she  had  left  her  father's  house,  and  ,did  not  wish  to 
be  discovered  by  any  of  her  friends.  Madam  continued,  at  the 
same  time,  to  have  different  letters  sent  her  from  time  to  time, 
containing  an  account  of  all  the  news  concerning  her  father  and 
lover.  These  were  left  carelessly  about  the  room,  and  her  landlady 
reading  them,  she  became  confirmed  in  the  belief  of  her  story. 

That  woman  had  a  rich  nephew,  a  young  man,  whom  she  intro- 
duced to  her  acquaintance,  who  became  enamoured  of  her,  and, 
to  gain  her  favour,  presented  her  with  a  gold  watch.  She  was 
hardly  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  that  present.  Her  lover  al- 
ready thought  the  door  of  paradise  was  open  to  him,  and  their 
amour  proceeded  with  all  that  felicity  that  young  lovers  could 
wish.    Put  in  this  season  of  bliss,  a  porter  knocked  at  the  door 
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with  a  letter.  Her  maid,  as  previously  directed*  brought  it  in 
to  her,  which  the  had  no  sooner  read, .  than  she  exclaimed, 
44  I  am  undone  !  I  am  ruined  !"—**nd  pretended  to  swoon  away. 
The  scent.bottle  was  employed,  and  her  enraptured  lover  was  all 
kindness  and  attention.  When  she  was  a  little  recovered,  she 
presented  the  letter,  saying,  u  Sir,— Since  you  are  at  last  ac« 
quainted  with  most  of  my  concerns,  I  shall  not  make  a  secret  of 
this ;  therefore,  if  you  please,  read  this  letter,  and  know  the  oc- 
casion of  my  affliction ."  The  young  gentleman  received  it,  and 
read  as  follows : 

44  Dear  Madam, 

44  I  have  several  times  taken  my  pen  in  hand,  on 
purpose  to  write  you,  and  as  often  laid  it  aside  again,  for  fear  of 
giving  you  more  trouble  than  you  already  labour  under.  How* 
ever,  as  the  aflfajr  so  immediately  concerns  you,  I  cannot  injustice 
hide  what  I  tremble  to*  disclose,  but  must  in  duty  tell  you  the 
worst  of  news,  whatever  may  be  the  consequence  of  my  so  doing. 

44  Know,  then,  that  your  affectionate  and  tender  brother  is 
dead.  I  am  sensible  how  dear  he  was  to  you,  and  you  to  him, 
yet,  let  me  entreat  yon,  for  your  own  sake,  to  acquiesce  in  the 
will  of  Providence,  as  much  as  possible,  since  our  lives  are  all  at 
his  disposal  who  gave  us  being.  I  could  use  another  argument 
to  comfort  you,  that,  with  a  sister  less  loving  than  you,  would  be 
of  mere  weight  than  that  I  have  urged  ;  but  I  know  your  soul  is 
above  all  mercenary  views.  I  cannot  however  forbear  to  inform 
you,  that  he  has  left  you  all  he  had  ;  and  farther,  that  your  father's 
estate  of  j£200  per  annum,  can  now  devolve  upon  no  other  per* 
•on  than  yourself,  who  are  now  his  only  child. 

44  What  I  am  next  to  acquaint  you  with,  may  perhaps  be  al- 
most as  bad  as  the  former  particular.  Your  hated  lover  has  been 
bo  importunate  with  your  father,  especially  since  your  brother's 
decease,  that  the  old  gentleman  resolves,  if  ever  he  should  hear  of 
you  any  more,  to  marry  you  to  him,  and  he  makes  this  the  condition 
of  your  being  again  received  into  his  favour,  and  having  your  former 
disobedience,  as  he  calls  it,  forgiven.  While  your  brother  lived, 
he  was  every  day  endeavouring  to  soften  the  heart  of  your  father, 
and  we  were  but  last  week  in  hopes  he  would  have  consented  to 
let  you  follow  your  inclinations,  if  you  would  come  home  to  bint 
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again ;  bat  now  there  »  no  advocate  in  your  cause  who  can  waA 
upon  the  man's  peevish  temper ;,  for,  he  says,  a*  you  are  now  hit 
sole  heir,  he  ought  to -be  mote  resolute  in  the  disposal  of  yon  in 
marriage* 

"  While  I  am  now  writing,  I  am  surprized  with  an  account 
thatyonr  father  and  lover  are  preparing  to  come  to  London, 
where  they  say  they  can  find  you  oat*  Whether  or  not  this  be 
only  a  device,  I  cannot  tell,  nor  can  I  conceive  where  they  could 
receive  their  information,  if,  it  be  true.  However,  to  prevent  the 
worst,  consider  whether  or  not  you  can  cast  off  your  old  aversion* 
and  submit  to  yonr  father's  commands  ;  for,  if  yon  carinot,'  it  will 
be  most  adviseable,  in  my  opinion,  to  change  yonr-  residence.  1 
have  no  more  to  say  in  the  affair,  being  unwilling  to  direct  yon  in 
such  a  very  nice  circumstance.  The  temper  of  yonr  own  mind 
Will  be  the  best  instructor  yon  can  apply  to  ;  for  yonr  future  hap* 
ptness  or  misery,  daring  life,  depends  on  yonr  choice.  I  hope 
that  every  thing  will  turn  for  the  best. 

*  From  your  sincere  friend,  8.  E.* 

Her  lover  saw  that  she  had  good  reason  to  be  afflicted,  and, 
while  he  seemed  to  feel  for  her,  he  was  no  less  concerned  about 
bis  own  interest.  He  advised  her  immediately  to  leave  her  lodg- 
ings, and  added,  that  he  had  very  elegant  apartments,  which  were 
at  her  service.  She  accepted  of  hi*  offer ;  and  she  and  her  maid, 
who  was  informed  of  her  intentions,  and  prepared  to  assist  her, 
immediately  set  out  for  the  residence  of  her  lover.  When  in. 
trodnced  to  their  new  apartment,  they  did  not  go  to  bed,  as  they 
resolved  to  depart  next  morning,  bat  lay  down  to  rest  themselves 
with  their  clothes  on.  When  the  house  was  all  quiet,  they  broke 
open  his  desk,  took  out  a  bag  with  a  hundred  pounds,  two  suits 
of  clothes,  and  every  thing  valuable  that  they  could  carry  along 
with  them. 

Her  numerous  and  varied  adventures  would  far  exceed  the  li- 
mits appropriated  to  one  life  in  this  volume.  It  is  sufficient  to 
observe,  that  rather  than  her  hands  should  be  unemployed,  or  her 
avaricious  disposition  unpractised,  that  she  would  carry  off  the 
most  trifling  article ;  that,  according  to  the  proverb,  "  All  wo* 
Jish  that  came  into  her  net,"  and  that  when  a  watch,  a  diamond, 
or  piece  of  plate,  could  not  be  found,  a  napkin,  a  pair  of  sheets, 

or  any  article  of  wearing  apparel,  would  suffice. 

1 
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She  one  day,  along  with  her  pretended  maid,  vent  into  a  mercer's 
tfcop  in  Cheapside,  and  purchased  a  piece  of  silk  to  the  value  of 
six  pounds*  She  periled  oat  her  parse  to  pay  the  merchant,  but, 
to  her  surprise,  found  that  she  had  no  money  except  some  large 
pieces  of  gold,  for  which  she  had  so  high  an  esteem,  that  she  could 
not  think  of  parting  with  them*  The  polite  merchant  could  not 
think  of  hurting  the  feelings  of  a  lady  so  elegantly  dressed,  and  ac- 
cordingly dispatched  one  of  his  shopkeepers  along  with  her  to  re* 
ceive  his  money.  They  went  all  three  into  a  coach  which  waa 
ready  to  receive  them*  Arrived  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  Madam 
ordered  the  coachman  to  stop,  when,  npon  pretence  of  purchas* 
kig  some  ribbons  that  would  suit  the  silks,  her  maid  carried  oat  the 
parcel,  and  went  along  with  her,  leaving  the  shopman  in  the  coach 
to  wait  their  return.  The  young  man  waited  in  the  coach  until  ho 
was  impatient  and  ashamed,  and  then  returned  home  to  relate  his 
misfortunes,  and  the  loss  of  his  master. 

The  transfer  of  invention  and  of  villany  was  easy  to  the  next 
adventure.  Madam  waited  upon  a  French  weaver  in  Spittleields, 
and  purchased  goods  to  the  amount  of  forty  pounds.  He  went 
home  with  her  to  carry  Hie  goods,  and  to  receive  his  money.  She 
■desired  him  to  make  out  a  biH  for  the  whole  goods,  as  the  one 
half  belonged  to  a  lady  in  the  next  room.  With  all  the  ceremonjr 
natural  to  a  Frenchman,  he  sat  down  to  write  his  account,  while 
she  took  the  silk  into  the  adjacent  room  to  shew  it  to  her  niece, 
to  whom  the  one  half  belonged.  By  means  of  a  bottle  of  wine  that 
Madam  had  placed  before  the  French  weaver,  one  half  hour 
passed  over  without  much  uneasiness.  At  length  his  patience- 
was  exhausted,  and  having  called  up  the  people  in  the  house,  he 
enquired  for  the  lady  who  came  in  with  him,  and  who  told  him  she- 
was  only  gone  to  the  next  room.  To  the  utter  confusion  and  dis- 
appointment of  poor  Monsieur,  he  was  informed  that  his  lady  was 
gone,  and  would,  they  believed,  return  no  more  to  that  dwelling. 
The  Frenchman  was  instantly  in  a  violent  passion,  and  quarrelled 
with  the  people  in  the  house.  To  calm  his  rage,  and  to  convince 
him  that  they  were  not  confederates  in  her  villainy,  they  convey* 
ed  him  to  the  next  room,  and  shewed  him,  that  the  proper  en- 
try to  her  room  was  by  a  back  stair ;  adding,  that  she  had  only 
taken  their  room  for  a  month,  for  which  she  had  paid  them,  and 
that  her  time  being  expired,  they  knew  not  where  she  had  gone. 
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Determined  to  collect  her  contributions  from  householders  in* 
stead  of  travellers,  she  next  took  lodgings  from  a  tailor.  As  it 
was  natural  for  a  generous  good-hearted  lady  to  promote  the  pros* 
perity  of  the  family  where  she  resided,  Madam  employed  the  tai- 
lor to  make  the  goods  she  had  procured  from  the  mercer  and  the 
weaver.  Convinced  that  he  had  got  an  excellent  job,  as  well  as 
a  rich  lodger,  the  tailor,  with  mirth  and  song,  sat  down  to  make 
Madam's  dresses.  As  she  acquainted  him,  that  upon  a  specified 
day,  she  was  to  hare  a  large  party,  the  tailor  called  in  several 
journeymen  to  his  aid,  and  had  them  all  finished  by  that  time* 
Meanwhile  she  gave  her  landlady  one  pound,  to  purchase  what 
things  she  deemed  necessary,  promising  to  pay  her  the  remainder 
the  following  day*  The  day  arrived,  the  guests  appeared,  an  ele- 
gant  entertainment  was  served  up,  and  plenty  of  wine  drank* 
None  were  without  their  due  portion.  The  tailor  had  served  his 
glass  so  plentifully,  that  his  wife  had  to  lend  him  her  assistance  to 
his  bed. chamber.  This  answered  the  designs  of  our  Princess. 
She  and  all  her  company  departed  .one  by  one,  carrying  away  a 
silver  tankard,  or  salt,  or  knife,  or  fork,  while  the  maid  carried 
off  all  the  clothes  that  were  not  upon  their  backs*  The*  moment 
they  reached  the  street,  the  maid  was  placed  into  a  coach  with  the 
booty,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  took  different  directions,  and 
none  of  them  were  discovered. .  Thus  a  merry  night  brought  a  sor- 
rowful morning  to  the  poor  industrious  tailor. 

Madam  being  attacked  with  a  fit  of  mourning,  sent  her  confi- 
dential maid  to  a  shop  in  the  New  Exchange,  where  she  had  pur- 
chased  a  few  articles  the  previous  day.  The  woman  of  the  shop, 
with  all  possible  expedition,  selected  the  best  of  her  articles,  and 
hastened  to  her  lodgings.  Madam  was  so  very  much  indisposed 
when  the  milliner  arrived,  that  she  could  not  look  at  the  things, 
and  desired  her  to  return  after  dinner^  when  she  doubted  not  but 
they  would  agree  as  to  the  price.  The  obliging  milliner  was  sa- 
tisfied, and  requested  liberty  to  leave  her  goods  until  she  returned; 
a  request  which  was  readily  granted.  At  the  hour  appointed,  she 
returned,  and  enquired  if  the  lady  up- stairs  was  at  home.  To 
her  great  mortification,  she  was  informed  that  she  was  gone,  they 
could  not  tell  where,  and  that  she  was  not  to  return.  But  before 
her  departure,  she  had  conveyed  away  the  valuable  part  of  her  ef- 
fects.   Thus,  both  her  landlady  and  the  milliner  were  left  to  re- 
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%ret  her  absence,  and  to  reflect  upon  their  own  easy  credulity  and 
Joss. 

But  the  adventures  of  Madam  'increase  in  magnitude  as  they  in- 
crease in  number*     Being  arrayed  in  her  sable  robes,   and  having 
taken  lodgings  in  Hoi  bum,  she  sent  for  a  barrister  of  Gray's  Inns, 
and  informed  him,  that,  bg  the  death  of  her  father,  she  was  sole  heir 
to  his  fortune,  bat  being  married  to  an  extravagant  husband,  he 
was  resolved  to  secure  her  property  to  himself.     Here  she  poured 
forth  a  torrent  of  tears,  and  the  most  griveous  lamentations,  the  more 
to  interest  the  young  barrister  in  her  favours.     But  while  the 
laywer  was  squaring  his  features  to  the  occasion,  and  talking  of 
the  matter  in  a  learned  and  eloquent  strain,  a  woman  runs  up 
stairs,  crying  "  O!  Madam,  we  are  all  undone!  for  my  master 
is  below.     He  has  been  asking  after  you,  and  swears  that  he  will 
come  up  to  your  chamber.     I'  am  afraid  the  people  of  the  house 
will  not  be  able  to  hinder  him,  he  appears  so  resolute."     "  O 
heavens !  exclaimed  Madam,  what  shalfcl  do  ?"  u  Why  ?"    says 
the  lawyer.     "  Why  I"  quoth  she,  ",  I  mean  for  you  :  Dear  me$ 
what  excuse  shall  I  make  for  your  being  here  ?  I  dare  not  tell 
him  your  quality  and  business  ;  for  that  would  endanger  all.  Andj 
on  the  other  side,  he  is  extremely  jealous.     Therefore,  good  Sir* 
step  into  that  closet  until  I  can  send  him  away."     Surprised  and 
at  a  toss  what  to  do,  the  lawyer  complies*     The  closet  is  locked, 
and  the  curtains  of  the  bed  are  drawn  ;  then  she  opens  the  door  to 
her  husband,  who  was  loudly  demanding  admittance; 

The  moment  he  entered,  he  gave  his  spouse  the  most  opprobri- 
ous language,  "  O  mistress  abandoned  !  I  understand  you  have' 
a  man  in  the'  room  ?  A  pretty  companion  for  a  poor  innocent  wo- 
man truly !— one  who  is  always  complaining  how  hardly  I  use  hen 
Where  it  the  villain  ?  I  shall  sacrifice  him  this  moment.  Is  this 
your  modesty,  Madam  !  This  your  virtue  !  Let  me  see  your  gal- 
lant immediately,  or,  by  the  light !  you  shall  be  the  first  victim  your- 
self," Upon  this  he  made  to  the  closet-door;  and  burst  it  open 
like  a  fury.  The  young  lawyer  was  discovered  with  shame,  though 
innocent,  and  trembling  in  every  limb.  The  husband's  sword  was 
unsheathed,  and  death  was  before  the  barrister's  eyes.  But  Ma- 
dam interposed,  and  seemed  determined  rather  to  die  herself,  than 
suffer  the  blood  of  an  innocent  man  to" stain  her  chamber.  A  com- 
panion of  the  husband  also  fortunately  came  to  her  assistance,  an4 
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seizing  the  arm  of  the  infuriated  man,  straggled  to  wrest  the 
sword  from  his  hand. 

But,  the  discernment  of  a  lawyer   soon  discovered  the  decep- 
tion, and  to  exculpate  and  relieve  himself,  he  candidly  related  the 
whole  matter,  and  the  reason  for  which  he  was  introduced  into 
that  place.     But  all  in  vain.     The  injuced  and  enraged  husband 
insisted  that  this  was  only  a  feigned  narrative  to  cover  Iris  villainy, 
and  that  nothing  but  his  blood,  or  an  adequate  remuneration,  would 
asnage  his  fury.    The  cause  was  at  last  referred  to  the  arbitration 
of  the  kind  stranger,  who  had  interfered  and  aided  Madam  in 
protecting  the  young  lawyer.     Five  hundred  pounds  was  propos- 
ed as  a  proper  recompence  ;  but  that  was  far  beyond  the  power 
of  the  lawyer  to  command.     It  was  with  no  small  difficulty  agreed 
that  he  should  give  an  hundred  pounds,   rather  than  be  found  ex- 
posed to  the  consequences  of  detection,  in  a  situation  where  he 
was  nnable  to  vindicate  his  innocence.     He  sent  a  note  to  a  friend 
for  that  sum,  the  confederates  being  careful  to  examine  it  before  it 
was  sent  away,  lest  it  should  have  been  for  a  constable,  instead 
of  an  hundred  pounds.     Upon  payment  of  that  sum,  the  lawyer 
was  liberated,  and  went  off  with  the  hitter  reflection,  that  instead  of 
receiving  a  good  fee  for  writing  a  deed  of  settlement,  he  had  paid 
am  hundred  pounds  only  for  a  few  minutes  lodging  in  a  closet,— 
but  consoled  himself  with  the  hopes  of  seeing  this  amiable  widow 
speedily  exalted  to  merited  honour. 

The  good  wishes  of  the  lawyer  were  in  a  very  few  years  verified 
in  her  history*  Not  long  after  this  Madam  was  apprehended,— 
accused  of  stealing  a  silver  tankard  at  Covent  Garden,  and  sent 
to  Newgate.  At  the  next  session  she  was  tried,  and  transported 
to  Jamaica.  She  had  only  remained  there  two  years,  when  she 
returned  to  England,  and  appeared  in  the  character  of  a  great 
heiress.  The  success  of  this  artifice  was,  that  she  was  speedily 
married  to  .a  rich  apothecary,  whom  she  soon  robbed  of  above  three 
hundred  pounds,  and  then  left  him  to  resolve  the  question,— whe- 
ther the  loss  of  his  money,  or  the  loss  of  his  wife,  was  the  greatest 
misfortune  ?  Madam  went  next  to  lodge  in  a  house  where  the 
landlady,  a  watchmaker.  Madam,  and  her  faithful  maid,  composed 
the  whole  family,  Having  established  her  character  for  sobriety 
and  probity,  she  invited  her  landlady  and  the  watch-maker  to  the 
play,  and  treated  them  with  tickets.    They  accepted  of  the  invi- 
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fatfoft,  and  the  maid  remained  at  home,  the  guardian  of  the  gar* 
rison.  Bat  during  their  absence,  she  broke  open  the  locks,  ex- 
tracted about  two  hundred  pounds,  and  made  free  with  about 
thirty  watches  ;  so  that  her  spoil  amounted,  in  all,  to  six  hundred 
pounds,  which  she  carried  to  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 
Meanwhile,  Madam,  not  satisfied  with  treating  the  watch  make* 
and  her  good  landlady  with  tickets  to  the  play,v  after  it  was  over* 
took  them  into  a  tavern  to  receive  a  small  collation,  where  she 
embraced  an  opportunity  to  disappear. 

It  happened,  that  one  Mr  Freeman,  a  brewer,  had.been  rob* 
bed  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  that  a  proper  person  had  been 
sent  to  search  every  suspected  place  for  the  thieves.  .  One  Lan- 
caster  was  the  person  upon  whom  the  suspicion  chiefly  rested,  and 
while  searching  a  house  for  him,  they  discovered  Madam  walking 
in  a  night-gown.  The  thief-catcher  enters  her  room,  and  seeing 
two  letters  upon  the  table,  he  began  to  examine  their  contents* 
Madam  was  highly  displeased  with  his  indiscreet  freedom,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  dispute  which  ensued,  he  had  occasion  to  ex. 
amine  the  features  of  her  countenance'.  He  recognised  her  lady* 
ship,  and  took  both  her  and  her  letters  along  with  him. 

When  removed  to  the  Old  Bailey  she  was  interrogated,  whe- 
ther she  was  the  woman  who  usually  went  by  the  name  of  Mary 
Garleton.  She  answered,  iC  Yes/"  •  The  Court  then  demanded 
the  reason  of  her  return  from  banishment  before  her  specified  time* 
She  made  many  trifling  excuses,  which  detained  the  Court  for  a 
few  days.  But  finding  these  excuses  would  not  answer  her  pur. 
pose,  she  pleaded  pregnancy.  Then  a  jury  of  matrons  were  ap- 
pointed to  examine  her,  who  gave  a  verdict  against  her,  and  she 
was  sentence^  to  suffer  correspondent  to  her  previous  sentence. 

In  prison  she  was  visited  by  many  out  of  cutiosity  to  see  the 
behaviour  of  such  a  remarkable  character  in  confinement,  and  un- 
der sentence  of  death  ;  and  some  clergymen  attended  her  to  con* 
duct  her  devotions,  and  to  direct  her  in  her  calamitous  situation* 
She  confessed  herself  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  sincerely  be* 
walled  her  criminal  conduct ;  frequently  wishing  that  she  could 
again  renew  her  life,  in  order  to  spend  it  in  a  more  honourable 
and  virtuous  manner. 

On  the  day  of  her  execution,  she  appeared  more  cheerfnl  and 
gay  than  usual,  and  placing  the  picture  of  her  husband  upon  he* 
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arm,  she  "went  to  Tyburn  with  it.  She  appeared  devout,  ana* 
when  she  heard  St  Sepulchre's  bell  begin  to  toll,  she  uttered  several 
pious  ejaculations.  To  a  friend  who  rode  in  the  cart  with  her  to 
the  place  of  execution,  she  delivered  two  popish  books  ;  and  ad- 
dressing the  multitude,  owned  that  she  had  been  a  very  vain  wo- 
man, and  hoped  that  her  fate  would  deter  others  from  the  same 
evil  ways  ;  and  that,  though  the  world  had  condemned  her,  she 
had  much  to  say  for  herself.  Then  praying  God  to  forgive  her, 
as  she  did  her  most  inveterate  enemies,  she  was  in  few  minutes 
launched  into  eternity.  She  died  in  the  thirty  eighth  year  of  her 
age,  and  in  the  same  month  of  the  year  in  which  she  was  born. 


*»■* 


THOMAS  WATERS. 

Thomas  was  born  of  honest  and  respectable  parents,  who  both 
died  when  he  was  young,  and  left  him  to  the  care  of  an  uncle. 
Nor  was  his  guardian  unfaithful  to  his  trust,  but  educated  him  ia 
such  a  manner  that  he  was  capable  of  serving  as  in  apprentice  to 
a  notary-public.  But  the  drudgery  of  the  quill  was  not  suitable 
to  Thomas's  ruling  passion  >  and  before  half  of  the  Severn  years 
were  expired,  he  took  a  secret  leave  of  his  master.  His  money 
was  soon  exhausted,  and  having  no  means  to  acquire  more,  he 
resolved  upon  betaking  himself  to  the  highway,  as  the  most  conve* 
nient  and  most  expeditious  supply.  Tom  reasoned  with  himself) 
that  if  one  was  diligent  in  that  vocation,  he  could  never  want: 
and  that,  should  he  be  detected  in  levying  contributions  upon  the 
public,  his  country  behoved  to  maintain  him  until  the  first  session ; 
and  should  he  be  hanged,  then  he  would  have  no  more  occasion 
for  money* 

With  these  sapient  maxims,  Tom  commenced  his  public  career. 
He  enlisted  into  the  Dovers  troop  guards  ;  but  this  was  more  to 
conceal  his  real  character,  than  either  to  do  the  duty,  or  live  upon 
the  scanty  pay,  of  a  soldier.  He  soon  found  the  highway  more 
fruitful,  though  not  less  dangerous.  His  success,  and  attention 
to  his  business  of  collecting  in  this  manner,  rendered  him  negli- 
gent of  his  duty  as  a  soldier,  and  soon  completely  weary  of  his 
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situation.      He  accordingly  deserted,  and  formally  commenced, 
robber. 

His  first  adventure  was  with  about  twenty  or  thirty  gypsies 
coming  out  of  a  barn,  where  they  had  reposed  all  night.  He  rode 
forward,  and  commanded  them  to  stand  and  surrender,  or  he 
would  instantly  shoot  the  one  half  of  them  through  the  head.  Un- 
accustomed to  hear  such  language,  they  raised  up  a  halo- loo  simi- 
lar to  the  wild  Irish,  when  they  lose  a  cock  or  a  hen.  To  be 
robbed  in  the  highway,  was  something  new  to  them,  who  had  beea 
accustomed  to  defraud  and  live  at  large  on  the  whole  community. 
In  a  piteous  tpne  tome  began  to  entreat  his  compassion,  others  to 
tell  his  fortune,  and  to  predict  a  life  of  splendour  and  affluence. 
In  short,  they  lavished  more  blessings  upon  him,  than  the  Pope 
would  have  given  for  all  the  money  they  had  in  their  possession  ; 
though  perhaps  their  blessings  were  equally  valuable  as  those  of 
his  Holiness.  Tom,  however,  was  not  so  superstitious  as  place 
any  high  value  either  upon  their  blessings  or  their  predictions. 
He  adopted  the  old  maxim  as  his  creed,  '"  That  one  bird  in  the 
hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush."  **  A  plague  take  you,"  said 
he,  "  for  a  company  of  canting  rogues,  I  know  what  my  fortune 
is  well  enough  :  1  shall  be  hanged  if  I  don't  mend  my  manners, 
and  so  it  is  possible  some  of  you  may  be  too  :  However,  neither 
this  similitude  in  our  fortunes,  nor  all  the  jargon  you  can  mutter, 
will  do  you  any  service.  So  deliver,  or  I  will  send  one  half  of 
you  0your  old  friend  the  devil  V*  When  they  found  that  he  was  ' 
resolute  in  taking  what  they  had,  they  began  to  empty  their  poc- 
kets of  all  the  trinkets  which  they  had  either  stole  or  received 
from  the  simple  country  people  for  telling  their  fortunes.  The' 
amount  of  the  value  was  about  sixty  pounds. 

Tom  had  scarcely  received  his  booty,  when,  from  the  noise  and> 
the  alarm  that  had  been  made,  several  stout  fellows  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood came  running'  with  their  flails,  pitchforks,  and  whatever 
rude  weapon  they  could  first  lay  their  hands  upon.  Our  adven- 
turer rode  up  to  them,  and  informed  them,  that  while  one  of  them 
was  telling  his  fortune,  she  had  robbed  him  of  a  considerable  sum 
of  money,  and  that  he  had  been  giving  them  a  whipping  to  reco- 
ver his  property,  in  this  manner  he  turned  the  rage  of  the  country 
people  against  the  pilfering  tribe,   so   that  with  stones,  and  their 
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rustic  weapons,  they  drove  them  before  them,  and  obliged  them 
to  seek  protection  in  the  fleetness  of  their  heels. 

One  time  upon  the  road  from  York  to  London,  Tom,  met  with 
an  hostler  who  had  almost  betrayed  him  at  an  inn  in  Doncaster, 
That  man,  by  his  activity  and  industry,  had  saved  about  forty 
pounds,  and  he  was  going  up  to  London,  either  to  improve  his 
fortune,  by  following  the  trade  of  a  jockey,  or  keeping  an  ale. 
house.     Tom  fortunately  recognised  his  old  friend,  and  the  re- 
membrance of  the  intended  injury  made  him  a  little  rough  in  his 
accents  to  the  hostler.     He,  however,  agreed  to  spare  his  life, 
upon  his  delivering  up  what  he  had,  without  any  noise.  Conscious 
of  what  he  had  done,  the  hostler  delivered  his  money,  but  en- 
treated  that  he  would  restore,  him  part,  or  he  was  entirely  un- 
done.     But  though  Tom  had  engaged  to  spare  his  life,  the 
same  faith  was  not  pledged  for  the  safety  of  his  horse  ;  therefore 
he  shot  him,  and  advised  the  hostler  to  travel  back  upon  foot,  and 
commence  his  old. honest  employment,  in  order  to  make  up  his 
loss. 

At  another  time,  Tom  met  with  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  the  Vice 
Admiral  of  the  English  fleet,  and  accosted  him,  inquiring  what 
religion  he  professed.  The  knight  was  offended  at  the  imper- 
tinence of  the  stranger,  "  What  business  have  you,"  said  he, 
"  to  enquire  about  my  religion  ?"  "Nay,  Sir  Ralplj,  I  only 
intended  to  ask  a  civil  question,  because  I  have  been  informed 
that  sailors  have  no  religion  ?  But,  since  you  are  so  much  dfcnd- 
ed  at  this  question,  give  me  leave  to  ask  you  another.  Pray, 
have  you  any  apprehension-  of  being  robbed  before  you  come  to 
the  end  of  your  journey  ?" — "  None,"  says  the  admiral,  "  I 
have  my  footman  behind."  "  In  this  you  and  I  are  of  different 
sentiments ;  for  I  believe  it  will  not  be-  long  before  you  are  rob- 
bed." Meanwhile  his  pistols  were  presented,  and  master  and 
man  both  threatened  with  instant  death  if  they  moved  either  tongue 
or  foot.  The  admiral,  seeing  the  danger  to  which  he  was  exposed, 
delivered  him  ninety  guineas  and  a  gold  watch.  Tom  thanked 
him  very  cordially,  and  requesting  him  not  to  be  so  positive  of 
not  being  robbed,  he  went  off  in  quest  of  new  adventures. 

During  five  years,  Tom  continued  his  wicked  course,  and  com. 
jnitted  many  daring  robberies  ;  but  one  day  meeting  a  carrier  on 
JJpunslow-heathj   he  took  from  him  about  fourteen    hundred 
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pounds  in  money  and  plate,  -some  of  the  latter  being  found  upon 
him  when  he  was  apprehended.  For  this  crime  he  was  tried,  and 
sentenced  to  death.  Arrived  at  the  place  of  execution,  he  ad- 
dressed the  multitude  in  a  manner  which  indicated  the  daring  ob- 
duracy of  his  disposition  j  «and  concluded  by  saying,  "  You  see, 
gentlemen,   I  have  reasoned  myself  out  of  breath,  and  neither  I 

. nor  you  are  the  wiser  for  all  that  1  have  said.    Things  still  remain 

as  they  were,  and  will  do  so  in  spite  of  all  our  enquiries.  1  am 
going  the  way  of  all  flesh,  and  yet  I  know  not  one  step  of  the 
road  beyond  Tyburn.  Nor  am  I  like  to  know  until  I  come 
thither,  then  I  must  take  it  ail  as  it  runs..  1  ani  to  be  hanged, 
and  that  is  all  you  will  ever  know  of  me,  and  all  I  would  ever 
have  you  desire  to  know.  When  the  job  is  over,  go  home  and 
be  merry,  and  let  Tom  Waters  never  more  give  you  an  uneasy 
thought." 


mmm 


CAPTAIN   EVANS. 

This  title  was  assumed,  but  not  merited,  by  our  hero.  He  waft 
a  native  of  South  Wales,  and  his  father,  who  was  an  innkeeper, 
gave  him  a  good  education,  and  bound  him  apprentice  to  an  at- 
torney. This  business  did  not  suit  the  natural  bent  of  the  cap- 
tain's temper,  and  by  having  an  opportunity  of  occasional  conver- 
sation with  the  gentlemen  of  the  road,  he  became  in  love  with 
their  honourable  profession. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  became  the  most  dexterous  robber  in 
those  parts,  and  soon  acquired  considerable  wealth.  One  day 
Evans  was  conducting  to  Shrewsbury  jail  under  a  strong  guard, 
with  his  legs  tied  below  his  horse.  One  of  his  guard  had  a  fine 
fowling  piece  loaded,  and  Evans,  espying  a  pheasant  perching  upon 
a  tree,  with  a  deep  sigh  informed  his  comrades  how  dexterous 
he  used  to  be  in  shooting  at  such  a  mark  ;  and  requested  that  he 
might  be  favoured  with  the  piece,  that  he  might  show  his  skill  in 
bringing  down  the  bird.  The  simple  fellow  complied  with  his  re- 
quest;  but  no  sooner  was  he  in  possession  of 'the  gun,  than  the 
Captain  turned  upon  his  guards,  and  swore  a  volley  of  oaths,  that 
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he  would  fire  upon  them  if  they  moved  a  step  farther.  He  then 
removed  to  a  convenient  distance,  and  commanded  one  of  them, 
who  was  best  mounted,  to  come  towards  him,  to  alight  from  his 
horse,  deliver  up  his  pistols,  and  untie  his  legs.  This  being  done, 
he  mounted  the  fine  gelding,  leaving  his  small  poney  in  his  stead, 
and  took  leave  of  his  guides. 

Arriving  in  London,  he  after  sometime  became  clerk  to  Sir 
Edmund  Andrews,  Governor  of  Guernsey,  and  continued  in  that 
station  for  three  or  four  years.  But  the  return  of  an  annual  sa- 
lary was  too  dilatory  for  the  patience  of  Evans  ;  therefore  he  left 
that  employment,  and  repairing  to  London,  assumed  the  charac- 
ter of  a  merchant  or  ship  captain  ;  and  having  dressed  his  younger 
brother  in  livery,  employed  him  as  his  servant. 

In  that  assumed  character  he  committed  several  notorious  rob- 
beries in  the  vicinity  of  London.  But  his  most  daring  robbery 
was  in  attacking  Squire  Harvey  of  Essex  in  the  day  time.  That 
gentleman  was  riding  home  from  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  in  his  coach, 
when  Evans  commanded  him  to  surrender,  and  took  from  him  a 
diamond  ring  and  a  considerable  sum  of  money. 

Upon  another  day,  the  Captain  encountered  a  writingmaster 
and  his  wife,  and  imperiously  demanded  their  money,  which  they 
obstinately  refused.  To  punish  their  obstinacy,  he  rilled  them 
of  what  money  they  had  ;  then,  upon  pain  of  death,  commanded 
them  to  strip  themselves  naked,  and  tying  them  together,  bound 
them  to  a  tree,  and  left  them  in  that  situation. 

In  one  of  his  rambles  accompanied,  by  his  brother-accomplices, 
they  attacked  a  member  of  Parliament  on  Bagshot-heath,  riding 
in  a  coach  and  six,  with  three  other  gentlemen,  four  on  horse- 
back,  well  armed,  beside  three  footmen,  a  coachman  and  posti- 
lion. Suspecting  Evans  and  his  companions  to  b&  robbers,  they 
prepared  to  receive  them,  and  several  shots  were  exchanged  with 
no  other  injury  than  shooting  the  horse  upon  which  William,  the 
Captain's  brother,  rode.  To  save  farther  blood,  Evans  and  the 
gentleman  drew  their  swords,  and  engaged  in  single  combat. 
Evans  soon  disarmed  the  Squire,  but  generously  returned  his 
sword  again,  contenting  himself  with  a  good  horse  for  his  brother, 
and  what  money  t\py  chose  to  give  him  as  a  free  donation. 
For  this  generous  Dehaviour,  that  gentleman  endeavoured  to  save, 
jSyan'*  life. 
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One  day  the  Captain  meeting  Nugent^  a  bricklayer,  whose 
bulk  resembled  that  of  a  giant, — our  hero  was  at  first  alarmed, 
but  approaching  nearer,  he  commanded  him  to  stand  and  deliver, 
and  so  searching  his  pockets^  he  robbed  him  of  a  watch,  and  se- 
venteen or  eighteen  shillings  of  money,  which  he^converted  to  his 
own  use,  and  went  to  seek  a  richer  booty. 

The  following  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  adven- 
tures of  Evans  and  his  brother ;  upon  the  road  to  Portsmouth, 
they  met  a  band  of  constables,  conducting  about  thirty  poor  fel- 
lows whom  they  had  impressed.  Evans  asked  the  reason  why 
they  were  led  like  captives,  and  tied  together.  The  officers  in- 
formed them  that  the9e  men  were  for  the  King's  service,  and  that 
they  had  ten  shillings  for  each  man.  He  highly  commended  them 
for  doing  their  duty,  and  rode  forward.  At  a  convenient  place, 
he  and  his  brother  attacked  them  with  such  fury,  that  they  rescued 
the  prisoners,  and  stripped  the  officers  of  every  shilling.  Nor  did 
this  suffice/for  they  bound  them  neck  and  heel,  and  left  them  in  an 

adjacent  field. 

At  another  time  the  Captain  met  with  one  Cornish  an  informer, 
upon  Finchly  Common.  He  saluted  him  in  his  usual  phrase, 
"  Stand  and  deliver,  or  you  are  a  dead  man  !"  Poor  Cornish 
trembled  like  an  aspin  leaf,  and  begged  that  he  would  save  his 
life,  informing  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  he  robbed  him  he  was 
undone.  Quoth  Evans,  ««  What  a  plague,  rare  you  a  Spaniard, 
that  you  carryall  your  money  about  with  you  ?"  "  No,  Sir,"  re- 
plied Cornish,  "  I  am  a  poor  honest  man,  as  all  my  neighbours 
in  St  Sepulchre's  parish  know,  belonging  to  the  Chamberlain." 
Said  Evans,  "  Then,  what  inn  do  you  live  at  ?  Perhaps  you  may 
do  me  a  piece  of  service  by  informing  me  of  wealthy  passengers 
lodging  at  your  house,  and  if  so,  1  shall  generously  reward  you." 
Quoth  Cornish,  "  Sir,  I  belong  to  no  chamberlain  of  inns,  but 
to  the  Chamberlain  of  London,  to  whom  I  give  information  of 
persons  setting  up  in  the  city  that  are  not  freeman  ;  of  appren- 
tices not  taking  out  their  freedom  when  their  time  is  expired ; 
and  other  such  matters  that  come  under  the  cognizance  of  that 
officer."  u  What,  you  belong  to  the  Chamberlain  of  London,  then  t 
I  thought  all  this  time  that  you  had  belonged  to  some  inn,  and  so 
might  have  given  me  intelligence  in  my  way  of  business  ;  but  as  I 
find  the  contrary,  1  have  no  more  time  to  lose  with  you,— Deliver, 
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or  you  are  a  dead  man !"  Tfien,  searching  the  pockets  of  the  in. 
former,  in  which  he  only  found  fivepence,  he  was  enraged  to  the 
highest  degree  that  he  had  lost  so  much  time  for  nothing.  He 
Tented,  however,  his  chagrin  and  rage  by  giving  him  a  severe 
cane  in  g,  and  so  went  in  search  of  better  prey. 

Having  received  intelligence  that  the  Chester  coach  was  coming 
to  London  with  passengers,  he  sent  his  brother  Will  to  quarter  at 
Barnet  the  previous  night,  and  to  be  at  Baldock  lane  by  a  certain 
fconr  next  morning.  It  happened  that  a  cheesemonger,  a  Scotch- 
man, was  travelling  to  Edinburgh,  and  putting  np  at  the  same 
place,  slept  with  Will  all  night,  and,  in  the  morning,  under  pre- 
tence of  some  business,  Will  went  part  of  the  rpad  with  his  bed* 
fellow.  But  when  they  came  to  Baldock  lane,  the  Scotchman  was 
alarmed  by  a,  pistol  discharged  over  WilPs  head,  which  was  the 
signal  agreed  upon  between  the  brothers.  They  then  commanded 
the  Scotchman  to  stand  at  a  distance,  while  these  two  desperate 
brothers  robbed  the  coach.  Scarcely,  however,  was  ihis  done, 
when  the  Captain-robbed  the  Scotchman  of  seven  guineas  and  two 
watches.  The  younger  brother,  however,  interceded  in  his  be. 
half,  and  the  best  watch  was  delivered  back,  and  three  gnineas^to 
tear  his  expenses  upon  the  road.  .  But  it  happened  that  these  two 
notorious  robbers  being  apprehended,  this  man  appeared  in  evi- 
dence against  them,  and  they  were  condemned,  and  suffered  ;  the 
toe  being  twenty-nine  and  the  other  twenty-three  years  of  age. 


STEPHEN   BUNCE. 

In  the  plain  but  strong  phrase,  this  man  was-  bar n  a  thief* 
Scarcely  could  his  hand  carry  away  the  property  of  others,  when 
be  engaged  in  this  nefarious  trade.  When  a  child,  he  was  fre- 
quently amusing  himself  with  the  children  of  a  charcoal.man,  who 
livecT  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  would  even  then  fill  his  pockets 
with  the  charcoal,  and  sell  them  to  a  woman  that  kept  an  apple 
stall,  for  codlings.  One  day  he  wished  to  try  his  ingenuity  upon 
the  good  woman,  and  requested  to  have  some  codlings  before-hand, 
promising  to  pay  them  with  his  next  charcoal.    But  though  shtf 
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*ould  purchase  from  him  that  which  she  knew  he  had  stole,  yet 
she  was  not  disposed  to  give  him  any  credit, 

Stephen  was  highly  enraged  that  his  fidelity  should  be  called  in 
question- by  the  old  woman,  and  he  determined  upon  revenge.  So 
stealing  a  larger  quantity  of  charcoal  than  usual,  he  filled  the  empty 
parts  with  powder,  'and  sealed  them  with  black  wax.  The  old 
woman  kindled  a  fire  of  them,  and  being  a  very  cold  frosty  night, 
she  sat  down  before  the  fire  in  the  usual  manner,  to  warm  her 
starving  body*  But  scarcely  had  the  heat  begun  to  operate",  when 
the  powder  catching  fire,  off  flies  the  kettle  from  the  grate,  the  cod- 
lings and  the  water  flew  about  the  woman's  ears,  and  in  the  midst 
of  fire  and  smoke,  she  cried  out  in  the  most  piteous  manner,  which 
brought  a  great  mob  about  her,  to  assist  her  in  the  hour  of  misfor- 
tune and  distress.  Fortunately,  however,  the  chief  injury  that 
the  old  woman  received,  was  a  |hole  burnt  in  her  smock,  a  seal* 
ding  to* her  skin,  and  the  trouble  of  picking  up  her  codlings. 

But  Stephen  was  not  long  to  remain  in  correspondence  with 
apple  wives  and  such  low  gentry.  Arrived  at  the  years  of  a  strip* 
ling,  be  went  into  a  coffee-house,  and  called  for  a  dish  of  tea* 
Meanwhile  rustling  among  the  newspapers,  he  picked  up  the  lid  of 
a  silver  box,  and  paying  his  tea,  went  and  instantly  got  his  own 
initials  engraven  upon  it.  Then,  with  the  greatest  assurance, 
came  back,  saying,  "  Gentlemen,  have  not  I  left  the  bottom  of 
my  tobacco-box*"  So  rummaging  among  the  papers  he  found  it, 
exclaiming,  as  he  put  the  lid  on,  "  Oh,  here  it  is'"  Upon  this 
the  owner  claimed  his  property,  but  Stephen  impudently  showing 
his  cypher  upon  it,  claimed  and  retained  it  as  his  property.  This 
filled  the  company  with  no  'small  consternation  and  astonishment, 
at  what  roust  have  become  of  the  gentleman's  box. 

At  one  time  Bunce  was  benighted  at  Branyard  in  Hertfordshire, 
and  being  destitute  of  money,  he  was  at  a  considerable  loss.  But 
a  fertile  invention  is  a  necessary  qualification  in  a  deceiver,  and 
Stephen's  was  acquiring  considerable  strength.  He  called  at  the 
parson's  door,  land,,  requested  the  maid  to  tell  her  master  that  a 
stranger  wished  to  have  the  honour  of  speaking  with  him.  When 
the  clergyman  made  his  appearance,  Stephen,  in  an  eloquent  and 
-affecting  tone,  informed  him,  that  he  was  a  poor  student  from  Ox- 
ford, going  home  to  his  friends,  and,  as  he  was  benighted,  he 
entreated  that  he  would  afford  him  the  friendly  aid  of  his  roof  for 
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one  night.  The  generous. hearted  parson/  being  pleased  with  his 
appearance,  and  pitying  his  distress,  kindly  received  him,  and  en. 
tertained  him  according  to  his  ability. 

When  Stephens  was  taking  his  leave  for  the  night,  he,  withxno 
small  degree  of  modesty  and  respect,  requested  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  give  the  parson  a  sermon  in  the  morning,  the   next 
day  being  Sunday.  As  in  general  no  clergyman  has  any  great  ob- 
jections to  a  day  of  rest,   the  parson  willingly  accepted  of  his  of- 
fered services.    The  morning  came,  and  the  honr  of  divine  service 
arrived,  the  young  student  was  equipped  in  the  parson's  gown  and 
cassock,  and  as  it  was  about  a  mile  to  the  church,  he  was  mount- 
ed on  the  parson's  horse,  while  the  latter,  with  his  wife  and  fami- 
ly, went  a  nearer  path  through  tb£  fields.     When  his  Reverence 
came  to  the  church,  every  one  was  scraping  and  bowing,  and  en- 
quiring why  he  was  without  his  canonical  robes  in  the  day  of  sa- 
cred duty.     He  soon  relieved  their  anxiety,  by  informing  them, 
that  a  young  gentleman  of  the  University  of  Oxford  would  be  there 
presently,   and  would  preach  for  him  that  day.     They  waited  for 
sometime,  then  commenced  divine  service  ;  the  prayers  were  now 
ended,   and  the  last  psalm  sung,  but  no  preacher  appeared.     In 
short,  not  to  detain  our  readers  with  a  long  narrative,  they  wait- 
ed until  noon,— -the  congregation  went  home  without  a  sermon,— 
and  the  parson  without  his  robes  and  his  horse,  while  Buncewas  by 
this  time  far  advanced  in  his  journey,  employing  the  horse  to 
carry  a  thief  instead  of  a  parson.  .   » 

Upon  another  day,  as  Stephen  was  going  about  seeking  whom 
he  might  render  lighter  in  their  journey,  he  saw  a  gentleman  well 
mounted  upon  a  gelding,  and  going  into  the  road  along  where  he 
was  to  ride,  he  laid  himself  all  along  the  ground,  with  his  ear  to  it. 
When  the  gentleman  came  up  to  him,  he  asked  the  reason  of  such 
unusual  conduct.  Stephen  held  up  his  hand  to  him,  signifying 
his  desire  that  he  should  be  silent ;  but  the  gentleman  being  of 
a  hasty  temper,  cried,  u  What  a  pox  are  you  listening  to  ?" 
Upon  this  Stephen  sat  up,  saying,  "  Oh,  dear  Sir,  I  have  often 
heard  great  talk  of  the  fairies,  but  I  could  never  have  the  faith  to 
believe  that  there  was  ever  any  such  thing  in  nature,  till  now,  in 
this  very  place,  I  hear  such  a  ravishing  and  melodious  harmony  of 
all  kinds  of  music,  that  it  is  enough  to  charm  me  to  sit  here  if  pofe 
sible  to  all  eternity.'* 
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Curiosity^  that  active  principle  in  the  human  mind,  in- 
clined the  gentleman  to  alight  from  his  horse  to  hear  the  enchant* 
ing  music.  Having  reached  the  ground,  he  gave  his  gelding  to 
Stephens  to  hold  daring  his  interview  with  the  fairies.  Then, 
applying  his  ear  to  the  ground,  he  said,  "  I  can  hear  nothing." 
Bunce  desired  him  to  turn  the  other  ear.  This  being  done,  and 
his  face  turned  away  from  him,  Bunce  leaped  into  his  saddle,  and 
rode  off  with  his  geldiug  at  full  speed,  until  he  came  to  Ramford. 
Supposing  that  the  owner  would  have  some  particular  inn  where 
he  put  up  his  horse,  and  therefore  that  the  horse  would  know  that 
place,  be  went  after  the  horse  at  a  small  distance. 

He  no  sooner  appeared,  than  the  hostler,  who  was 'standing  at 
the  door,  exclaimed,  **  Master !  master  !  here's  Mr  Bartlet's  horse 
come  without  him*"  Thus  Stephen  having  discovered  the  name 
of  the  owner  of  the  gelding,  said  to  the  innkeeper,  "  Mr  Bartlet 
being  engaged  with  some  gentlemen  at  play  in  Ingerstone,  he  re. 
quests  you  to  send  him  fifteen  ^guineas,  and  to  keep  his  horse  in 
pledge,  in  the  meantime,  until  he  comes  himself  in  the  evening." 
u  Ay,  ay,"  replied  the  innkeeper,  u  an  hundred  guineas  if  he 
stood  in  need  of  them."  So  Bunce,  having  received  the  fifteen, 
guineas,  prosecuted  his  journey  to  London,  In  a  few  hours  Mr 
Bartlet  came  puffing  and  blowing,  and  covered  with  sweat  and 
dust.  The  innkeeper  accosted  Jbim,  saying,  "  Oh,  dear  Sir, 
what  need  you  have  sent  your  gelding,  and  so  put  yourself  to  the 
trouble  of  coming  in  this  sultry  weather  on  foot,  for  the  small 
matter  of  fifteen  guineas,  when  you  might  have  commanded  ten 
times  as  much  without  a  pledge*"  Quoth  the  gentleman,  u  Hath 
the  fellow  then  brought  my  gelding  hither  ?  A  villain  !  he  was 
pretty  honest  in  that,  but  1  find  the  rogue  has  made  me  pay  fifteen 
guineas  for  hearing  one  tune  of  the  fairies." 

Bunce  was  an  industrious  man,  and  frequented  the  billiard 
tables,  the  cock-pits,  and  every  place  where  he  thought  that  a 
persnv  would  come  in  his  way.  Though  his  fund*  often  afforded 
him  the  means  of  reformation,  he  naturally  hated  virtue  and  ho- 
nesty ;  therefore, .  with  redoubled  keenness,  pursued  his  depreda* 
tions.  Once  upon  foot,  he  met  with  a  butcher  between  Padding- 
ton  and  London,  who  being  a  strong  lusty  fellow,  was  not  dis- 
posed to  give  his  contribution  to  Bunce  without  some  blows.  The 
'cudgelling  commenced,  and  though  the  butcher  acted  his  part  well, 
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*  yet  Bunce  was  victorious.  The  conqueror,  then,  on  searching 
for  his  spoil,  found  the  immense  sum  of  fourpence'mhis  pockets* 
"  Is  this  all  you  have  got  ?"  "  And  too  much  to  lose,"  said  the 
butcher.  Bunce  then  exclaimed,  "  You  villian  t  if  y6u'd  fight  at 
this  rate  but  for  a  groat,  what  a  plague  would  you  have  done,  if 
you'd  had  more  money  ?'* 

This  was  rather  an  unfortunate  adventure,  to  have  lost  so  much 
time,  and  given  so  many  blows  for  so  little  ;  but  when  returning 
home,  he  observed,  a  goldsmith,  who  was  a  far  richer  prize  than  a 
butcher,  telling  a  large  sum  of  money  in  his  shop.  His  eyes  in- 
stantly sparkled,  and  his  invention  awoke.  He  went  into  an  old 
shop  in  the  vicinity,  and  purchased  one  farthing's  worth  of  salt. 
Then,  hastening  into  the  goldsmith's  shop,  threw  the  whole  in  his 
eyes  ;  so  that  while  he  was  rubbing  his  peepers,  and  stamping  with 
rage,  Bunce  went  off  with  about  fifty  pounds,— very  good  interest 
for  a  farthing's  worth  of  salt. 

It  is  an  old  proverb,  "  light  won,  light  war'd." — The  same 
evening  having  gone  to  recreate  himself  with  certain  females,  he 
was'  robbed  of  twenty  pounds,  when,  in  the  most  furious  manner, 
though  to  no  purpose,  he  vented  his  imprecations  against  all  the 
sex, — Asserting,  "  that  every  woman  was  a  crocodile  at  ten,  a 
prostitute  at  fifteen,  a  fury  at  thirty,  and  a  witch  at  fourscore." 

Under  the  influence  of  vexatious  dissappoihtment,  Bance  soon 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  fifty  pounds,  and  stern  necessity  again 
impelled  him  to  action.  Along  with  one  of  his  trusty  campanions, 
he  went  into  a  wooilendraper's  shop,  just  as  the  good  man  was 
about  to  shut  up ;  and  while  he  was  cheapening  a  remnant  of 
cloth,  his  companion  stole  the  key  of  the  shop  from  its  usual  place 
of  residence.  They  both  went  off  without  making  a  purchase* 
Favoured  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  they  returned,  and,  without 
interruption  or  difficulty,  extracted  from  the  shop,  cloth  to  the 
amount  o  f  eighty  pounds. 

Bonce  having  been  afterwards,  by  an  order  of  the  Court,  sent 
a  soldier  into  Spain  ;  while  there,  he  and  his  comrade  were  one 
day  in  great  want  of  victuals,  and  having  loitered  all  day  about 
the  market-place  of  Barcelona,  without  finding  any  thing  to  re- 
move their  hunger,  they  discovered  in  the  evening  a  country- 
man returning  home  on  an  ass.  They  followed  him,  and  hav- 
ing to  asqend  a  steep  hill,  he  alighted,  and  led  the  ass.     Bunce 
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*with  bis  companion,  Slipped  quietly  forward,  and,  dexterously 
removing  the  bridle  from  the  ass's  head  to  his  own,  his  com- 
rade went  off  with  the  ass,  and  Bunce  trudged'after  the  man  upon 
all  fours.  Arrived  at  the  top  of  ihe  hill  he  looked  around,  and,  to 
bis  great  consternation  and  amazement,  he  saw  his  ass  transformed 
into  a  man. 

Stephen  observing  his  surprise,  said  :  "  Dear  master,  don't  be 
troubled  at  this  strange  alteration  that  you  see  in  your  beast ;  for 
.indeed  I  was  no  ass,  as  you  supposed  me,  but  a  man,  real  flesh  and 
blood  as  you  yourself  are  ;   but  you  must  know,  that  it  being  my 
misfortune  to  commit  a  sin  against  the  Virgin  Mary,  she  resented 
it  so  heniously,  that  she  transformed  me  into  tUe  likeness  of  an 
ass  for  seven  years ;  and  now  the  time  being  expired,   I  resume 
my  proper  shape  again,  and  I  am  at  my  own  disposal.     However, 
Sir,  I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  goodness  towards  me  ;  for 
si  nee  I  have  been  in  your  custody,  you  put  me  to  no  more  labour 
than  what  I,  you,  or  any  other  ass,  might  be  able  to  bear." 

The  countryman  was  greatly  surprised  at  the  relation,  but  wa* 
so  far  satified  on  receiving  the  grateful  thanks  of  his  former  assf 
for  the  kind  treatment  he  had  given  him  during  the  period  of  his  de- 
gradation. Stephen  returned  to  his  comorade,  who  had  made  the 
ass  undergo  another  transmigration  into  money,  so  that  these  two 
hungry  sharks  hastened  to  set  their  teeth  at  work,  lest  they  should 
loss  the  power  of  action  by  long  disuse.  Meanwhile,  the  country, 
man  returned  to  town  to  purchase  another  ass  to  carry  him  home. 
But,  to  his  astonishment,  the  first  thing  he  met  with,  was  his  own 
individual  ass  : — Stepping  up  to  the  animal,  he  said,  "  Oh,  I  see 
tha{  you  have  committed  another  sin  against  the  Virgin  Mar&l 
but  I  shall  take  care  how  I  buy  you  again." 

Bunce  was  married  to  a  victualler's  daughter  in  Plymouth,  and 
for  sometime  lived  with   her  with  tolerable  regularity,  making 
the  table  roar,  and  the  bowl   to  foam,  and  entertaining   all  the 
merry  beaux  in  the  town,  until  one  of  the  tars  offended  Bunce  with 
his  politeness.     Upon   this  he  left  his  young  wife,  and  plunged 
into  all  those  scenes  of  debauchery  which  are  the  usual  attendants 
of  the  acquisition  of  money  by  unlawful  means.     In  the  pro&re** 
of  time,   bis  manners  became   so  abandonedly  profligate,  andhii 
conversation  so  lascivious,  that  he  was  the  abhorrence  of  all  decent 
persons,  and  a  disgrace  to  human  njfture-.     He  was  at  last  d«t«c# 
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ted  in  his  wickedness,  and  suffered  at  Tyburn  along  with  Dick, 
Low  and  Jack  Hall,  whose  histories  immediately  follow. 


DICK   LOW. 

Early  application  makes  sudden  perfection.  When  Dick  w&. 
about  eleven  or  twelve  years  old,  he  one  evening  went  secretly 
behind  a  goldsmith's  counter,  and  being  discovered,  he  called  oat, 
"  Whoop !  whoop  !"  Upon  this  the  goldsmith  said,  "  Hey,  hey; 
is  this  a  place  to  play  at  whooper's  hide  ?  Get  you  gone,  you 
young  rogue  and  play  in  the  streets."  Dick  continued  to  lie,  and 
repeated  the  cry,  "  Whoop  !  whoop  1"  The  goldsmith  became 
enraged,  and  said,  "  Get  you  gone,  sirrah,  or  I'll  whoop  you 
with  a  good  fane,  if  you  want  to  play  here !"  Dick  was  con- 
strained to  decamp,  but  made  the  goldsmith  lose  fifty  pounds  for 
his  rude  interruption  of  the  game. 

When  England  became  too  contracted  &  sphere  for  his  opera* 
tions,  he  went  over  to  Flanders  as  a  soldier  ;  one  day  his  comrade 
and  he,  being  very  much  disposed  to  be  thievish,  met  with  a 
countryman  coming  to  sell  his  poultry.     They  purchased  the  one- 
half  of  his  stock,  which  his  Comrade  carried  off,  and  left  Dick  to 
pay  the  honest  countryman.     He  searched  and  pulled  out  all  his 
pockets,  but  not  finding  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  poultry,  he 
desires  the  clown  to  follow  him,  and  fortunately  coming  to  a  cloister 
of  friars,  who  were  busily  employed  in  confessing  severals  who 
had  come  upon  that  pious  business,— to  have  both  their  consciences 
and  their  purses  relieved  of  a  weighty  harden.      Dick  informed 
the  countryman,  that  the  poultry  was  purchased  for  this  convent; 
that  it  was  the  superior  who  was  confessing  these  people,  and  that 
he  would  in  a  little  receive  his  money  from  him.     Meanwhile, 
Dick  approached  this  confessor,    and  putting  a  sixpence  into 
his  hand,  whispered  in  his  ear,  saying,   "  Reverend  Father,  this 
honest  countryman  here  is  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  who  is 
come  hither  to  be  confessed,  and  living  six  miles  off,  and  business 
calling  him  home  this  evening,  I  beseech  you  to  confess  him  as 
soon  as  you  can." 
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*Tbe  good  father  contented,  and  Dick  calling  io  the  man,  said, 
*l  Go  not  hence,  and  the  father  will  perform  what  yon  want  pre- 
sently." He  instantly  followed  his  comrade  to  share  the  poultry; 
and  'when  the  holy  father  was  finished  with  the  person  who  kneeled 
before  him,  he  called  the  countryman,  who,  instead  of  coming  np 
with  the  aspect  of  penitence,  appeared  with  a  confident  look,  stood  j 
erect,  and  looked  wishfully  in  the  confessor's  face,  expecting  every  i 

moment  that  he  would  put  his  hands  into  his  pockets  to  bring  forth  1 

his  money.     On  the  contrary,   tho  father  desired  him  to  kneel,  j 

and  though  he  thought  this  rather  a  humiliating  posture  to  receive 
his  money,  yet  he  complied.     The  priest  desired  him  to  make  the  j 

sign  of  the  cross.  Supposing  that  the  venerable  father  had  lost 
his  senses,  the  clown  lost  all  patience,  and  began  to  chatter  and 
rave  like  a  madman.  This  led  the  father  to  conclude  that  he  was 
possessed  with  the  devil.  Then  he  puts  his  hempen  girdle  about 
>  his  neck,  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  over  his  head,  and  began,  in 
the  most  devout  manner,  to  exorcise  him  by  many  ejaculatory 
prayers.  This  was  too  much  for  the  temper  of  the  countryman  ; 
he  tore  the  robes  of  the  father,  threw  him  down  upon  the  ground, 
and  imperiously  demanded  his  money  for  his  poultry. 

This  rough  usage  made  the  father  conclude,  that  he  had  actual- 
ly the  devil  himself  to  contend  with,  and,  in  a  feeble  and  tremu- 
lous voice,  invoked  the  aid  of  all  the  saints  in  thekalendar.  The 
clamour  and  the  noise  brought  out  the  whole  friars  of  the  con- 
vent in  solemn  procession,  with  crosses  and  hallowed*  lamps  in 
their  hands,  and  sprinkling  holy  water  on  every  side,  supposing 
that  there  had  been  a  legion  of  devils  hi  the  chapel.  The  coun- 
tryman still  continued  to  bawl  out  for  his  money  for  the  poultry  ;— 
the  imposition  was  discovered  ;-— but  the  only  payment  which  the 
simple  man  had  for  his  poultry,  was  to  hear  the  rogue  who  had  de- 
ceived him,  cursed  by  bell,  book,  and  candle* 

In  a  short  time  Dick  returned  home,  and  among  other  acquain- 
tances was  introduced  to  an  apothecary's  wife,  who  was  as  kind  to 
.strangers  as  to  those  of  her  own  household.  He  waited  an  oppor- 
nity,  and  when  the  apothecary  was  in  the  country,  he  robbed  him 
of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  a  considerable  quanti- 
ty of  plate.  And  having1  previously  bound  the  mistress,  he  left 
her  in  that  situation,  saying,  "  Dear  madam,  farewel !  and  whe» 
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I  am  gone^  say,  I've  done  more  than  ever  your  husband  did;  for 
I've  bound  you  to  be  constant  now." 

Not  long  after,  Dick  going  one  morning  into  an  alehouse,  he> 
requested  to  have  a  private  room,  because  there  were  some  per. 
sons  coming  to  him  upon  business.  A  pot  of  drink  was  brought, 
and  as  he  was  alone,  the  landlord  sat  with  him  until  his  patience 
was  exhausted.  The  landlord  then  left  him,  when  Dick  took  the 
•  bottom  out  of  the  silver  cup>  and  with  soft  wax  fastened  it  to  the 
bottom  of  the  table,  and  concealed  it  with  a  carpet  suspended  a 
little  way  down.  He  then  came  to  the  bar,  saymg^  u  I  see  m7 
company  will  not  come*  therefore  I'll  stay  no  longer."  He  then 
paid  for  his  drink,  and  the  landlord  going  into  the  room  to  fetch 
the  pot  and  the  cup,  the  latter  of  which  he  could  not  find,  and  in. 
stantly  charged  Dick  with  stealing  it.  He  swore  he  had  it  not, 
while  the  other  as  positively  asserted  he  had. 

Dick  was  then  searched,  but  the  cup  was  not  found  ;  still  the 
landlord  insisted  that  he  must  know  of  its  being  removed,  and 
therefore  he  behoved  to  pay  its  value*  Dick  was  highly  dis- 
pleased that  his  honour  should  be  called  in  question  ;  and  a  con. 
stable  being  sent  for,  the  matter  was  carried  before  a  judge.  The 
magistrate  was  at  a  great  loss  how  to  decide  the  question,  4i  for," 
says  he  to  the  complainer,  "  here  is  a  cup  lost,  and  the  prisoner 
does  not  deny  that  he  had  it,  but  then  it  was  missed  while  he 
was  in  the  house,  and  he  searched  without  finding  any  thing 
about  him  ;  besides,  he  had  no  body  with  him  ;  therefore,  it  could 
not  be  conveyed  away  by  confederacy  j  so  that,  unless  you'll  lay 
point  blank  felony  to  his  charge,  I  can  do  no  otherwise  than  dis- 
charge him." 

Then  the  landlord,  who  was  an  Irishman,  replied,  "  'Tish  fe« 
ry  true,  Sir,  what  you  shay,  but  by  shalvashin,  rader  than 
he  should  go  without  hanging,  I  will  shwear  twenty  fellonies 
against  htm,  or  any  thing  elsh,  what  your  worships  pleash  to 
command  me,  for  I  love  to  oblige  a  shivel  shentleman  as  you 
be*"  u  Indeed*"  said  the  justice,  "  you  will  not  oblige  me  in 
hanging  a  man  wrongfully."  Thus,  because  there  was  no  other 
person  along  with  Dick,  and  because  he  was  searqhed  before  he 
left  the  house,  therefore  he  was  fully  vindicated.  In  a  short  time 
Dick  sent  one  of  bis  companion*  to  drink  a  pot  in  the  same  room, 
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who  brought  away  the  article  in  contention,  without  the  least 
suspicion. 

Dick  pursued  his  villainies  till  he  was  twenty.five  years  of  agej 
when  he  suffered  death,  regretting  that  he  had  not  begun  his  lucre* 
tire  employment  at  an  earlier  period  of  his  life: 


JACK     HALL. 


This  man  was  educated  for  a  thief.     In  i  very  short  time  he 
became  dexterous  in  every  species  of  stealing.     House- breaking^ 
robbing  as *.  pad  upon  the  highway,  shop-lifting,  picking- pockets, 
-*— all  were  equally  at  his  command.      Nor  could  any  in  the  trade 
exceed  him  in  industry  or  activity.     He  frequented   churches, 
fairs,  markets,  public  assemblies  ;  had  always  some  companion  rea- 
dy to  receive  the  booty,  so  that  if  he  was  charged  with  stealing,  or 
searched,  there  might  be  nothing  found  to  prove  his  guilt. 

The  following  is  an  instance  of  the  dexterity  of  Hall  in  picking 
pockets.  Upon  a  market. day  a  grazier  in  Smithfield  was  receiv- 
ing money  for  some  cattle,  and  had  put  a  bagful  into  his  pocket; 
Jack  brought  it  to  his  comrades,  who  were  drinking  in  an  ales, 
house.  Nor  was  this  all :  To  shew  his  dexterity  still  farther,  he 
-  went  in  search  of  the  same  grazier,  and  replaced  the  bag  in  hb 
pocket  without  his  knowledge.  Not  long  after,  a  farmer  coming 
to  the  grazier,  they  went  into  an  inn,  the  former  being  to  receive 
some  money  from  the  latter;  He  pulled  but  his  bag,  though  in% 
very  besmeared  stinking  condition,  exclaiming,  that  he  had  put 
thirty  pounds  into  his  bag,  and  behold  what  it  was  now  become  i 
The  gentlemen  of  the  fields  generally  love  to  be  well  provided 
with  dung,  but  this  honest  grazier  esteemed  his  dunghill  too  dear- 
ly purchased; 

Jack  had  a  strong  desire  to  levy  some  contribution  on  a  rich 
•  merchant  in  town  ;  but  he  could  not  effect  his  purpose,  though  he 
had  frequently  sauntered  about  his  shop.     Resdlved  however  to 
gain  his  object,  he  contrived,  along  with  one  of  his  comrades,  to 
be  put  into  a  bale  of  goods,  and  conveyed  to  the  merchant's  ware- 
house, there  to  lie  all  nighty  .  when  his  comrade^  wb&  was  dressed 
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as  a  merchant,  was  to  come  next  day^  and  settle  about  the  price 
of  the  goods.  Accordingly  this  bale  of  iniquity,  well  protected 
pn  all  sides  with  coarse  cloth  and  fustain,  was  laid  up  in  the  ware- 
room.  Night  being  come,  one  of  the  apprentices,  who  was  wea- 
ry, threw  himself  down  upon  the  bale,  placed  beside  same  others. 
His  weight  so  incommoded  Jack,  that  he  could  scarcely  breathe. 
Upon  this  he  was  constrained,  to  prevent  his  being  smothered  to 
death,  to  make  a  wound  in  the  bale  with  his  penknife,  and  as  great 
a  one  in  the  buttocks  of  the  apprcniice,  who  roared  \ovX  that  his 
fellow  apprentice  had  killed  him.  Running  instantly  to  his  mas- 
ter, the  innocent  lad  was  apprehended,  until  the  matter  was  more 
thoroughly  examined.  Meanwhile  Jack  made  his  escape  out  of  a 
Window,  with  only  two  pieces  of  velvet. 

When  the  master  saw  his  apprentice  in  such  a  bloody  condi* 
tion,  he  was  afraid  that  any  of  the  blood  should  have  been  spilt 
upon  the  bale,  so  that  he  might  have  been  forced  to  take  the  goods 
lit  any  price ;  he  therefore  hastened  to  examine  it,  and  perceived 
that  there  was  a  great  rent  in  it,  and  that  it  was  greatly  diminish, 
ed  in  its  size.  Nay,  upon  farther  examination,  he  found  it  con- 
tained  nothing  valuable.  In  this  manner  he  discovered  the  whole 
natter,  and  the  other  apprentice  was  exonered,  A  surgeon 
was  also  sent  for  to  dress  his  wound,  and  it  cost  the  master  five 
pounds  for  the  doctor's  fee. 

Jack  was  also  an  expert  hand  at  what  was  termed  lob9  which 
was,  going  into  a  shop  with  a  companion  to  receive  the  change  of  a 
guinea,  or  any  other  piece  of  money,  and,  when  about  the  half  of 
the  change  is  received,  then  the  one  exclaims  to  the  other,  "  What 
Heed  you  to  change  ?  I  have  silver  enough  to  defray  our  charges 
where  we  are  going."  Upon  this  the  other  throws  the  money 
back  into  the  box,  but  with  such  dexterity  as  to  retain  one  of  the 
pieces  in  the  hollow  of  the  hand  unperceived. 

Jle  was  likewise  expert  at  what  was  called,  "  Whalebone* 
lay."  This  was,— having  a  piece  of  whalebone  daubed  on  the  end 
with  birdlime,  and  then  going  into  a  shop  to  purchase  something, 
and,  by  asking  for  different  articles,  oblige  the  shopkeeper  fre- 
quently to  turn  his  back  to  them,  then  potting  the  whalebone  into 
the  till  of  the  counter,  they  bring  up  whatever  piece  of  money 
$t  happens  to  touch.  Then,  buying  some  article,  they  pay  the 
merchant  with  a  pig  of  his  own  sow. 
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ikck  having  on*  time  committed  sacrilege,  by  robbing  Rad- 
Cliffe  church,  he  hastened  to  London,  bdt  his  money  being  soon 
spent,  he  was  constrained,  with  some  companions,  to  take  a  ruftm 
ning.smobble.  That  manoeuvre  is  effected  by  one  of  the  confede- 
rates going  into  a  shop,  pretending  to  be  drunk,  and,  after  some 
uproar,  extinguishing  the  lights,  and  seizing  whatever  domes  first 
to  hand  :  while  another  throws  handfals  of  dirt  and  nastiness  into 

the  mouth  or  face  Of  the  person  who  cites,   s<  hold  the  thief!" ■ 

thus  preventing  detection,  and  getting   time  to  make  off  with 
tHeir  prize. 

There  was  nothing  that  Jack  would  riot  attempt,  and  fe* 
things  that  he  could  not  accomplish.  As  he  was  one  day  dressed 
in  the  habit  of  a  gentleman,  he  sat  down  to  rest  him  upon  a  bench 
iii  St  James's  park.  In  the  meantime  he  observed  an  attorney 
accost  one  of  the  Lifeguards,  and,  after  the  usual  compliments^ 
invite  him  to  dine  with  him  on  the  following  day,  giving  him  hi* 
address,  and  requesting  him  to  bring  any  one  of  his  acquaintance 
along  with  him.  Dick,  hearing  this,  began  tb  ruminate  how  he 
cduld  make  the  most  of  this  occurrence.  Accordingly  he  is  dress* 
ed  in  stile,  and  ready  a  little  before  the  appointed  hour  of  dinner, 
and,  hovering  about,  discovers  the  Lifeguard-man  enter  the  attor- 
ney's at  the  time  appointed,  With  the  greatest  assurance,  he  follows? 
him  at  the  heels,  and  in  the  most  free  and  easy  manner  talked  at 
dtnrier;— the  attorney,  supposing  that  he  was  a  friend  of  the 
Lifeguard's-man,  and  he,  on  the  Other  hand,  taking  him  to  be  a 
friend  of  the  landlord's.  But  when  Jack  found  a  convenient  mo* 
ment,  he  stepped  up  to  'the  sideboard,  and  taking  a  few  silver 
spoons,  and  knives  and  forks,  he  went  off  secretly,  as  he  had 
come  in  openly.  In  a  little  time  an  explanation  took  place  the 
articles  were  amissing,  and  the  imposition  detected,  but  "the  im- 
postor was  gone ! 

At  another  time  Jack  wished  to  act  the  sober  man  for  a  whiIo> 
and  assuming  the  character  of  a  country  gentleman,  took  lodgings 
at  a  Quaker's  house.  It  was  some^ considerable  time  before  for- 
tune favoured  his  designs.  He  at  last  one  day  discovered  the  key 
of  the  Quaker's  secret  closet,  and  carefully  took  the  impression, 
of  it  in  clay.  With  all  possible  dispatch,  he  got  the  key  made, 
and  Waited  the  wished.for  moment.  At  length  the  Quaker  and 
Us  wife  went  to  reside  a  few  days  at  their  country  house,  audi 
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leaving  the  care  of  Che  house  to  their  domestics.  This  was  t«# 
good  an  opportunity  to  lose.  He  pillaged  the  house  of  ail  the 
money  and  the  plate  he  could  find,  as  well  as  every  thing  else 
which  suited  his  purpose.  When  the  Quaker  returned,  he  storm- 
ed and  raged  more  like  a  fury  than  a  calm  and  gpdly  Quaker. 
But  Jack  was  far  beyond  the  strife  of  tongues,  or  the  reproach 
of  the  indignant  Quaker. 

The  next  adventure  of  out- hero  was  in  company  with  Stephen 
Bunce  and  Dick  Loap.  They,  by  the  help  of  their  short  crows, 
and  other  instruments,  entered  thejiouse  of  a  baker  They  bound 
the  apprentice  and  journeyman,  and  threw  them  both  into  the 
kneading  trough. '  Jack  stood  below,  and  the  other  two  went  up 
stairs  to  the  baker's  own  bed-chamber,  tied  both  him  and  his  wife, 
and  threatened  them  with  death  if  they  did  not  inform  where  their 
treasure  lay.  Threats  had  no  effect,  upon  which  Jack,  chiding 
tjieir  delay,  run  up  stairs,  seized  a  grandchild  lying  in  the  room, 
and  threatened  to  take  its  life,  unless  the  old  people  would  deal 
candidly.  The  old  man  entreated  them  to  spare  the  child's  Hie, 
and  laying  his  hand  upon  a  small  iron  box,  below  the  bed,  he 
opened  it,  and  gave  them  about  eighty  pounds. 

At  another  time,  Jack  went  into  the  shop  of  a  robemaker,  pre* 
tending  that  he  wished  to  send  a  gown  to  his  brother,  who  was  a 
parson  in  the  country ;  adding,  that  he  wished  a  good  one,  though 
he  should  pay  t^e  more.  4t  I  can  furnish  you  with. all  sorts  and 
sjzes,"  said  Mr  A  spin.  He  examined  and  turned  over  a  great 
many,  until  he  selected  one  which  seemed  to  please  him.  ,  But  be 
was  still  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  or  not  it  would  suit,  pretending 
tjiat  it  was  too  short ;  but  the  robemaker  said  he  was  sure  that  it 
was  long  enough  in  all  conscience.  He  was  at  the  same  time  for 
trying  it  upon  Jack  ;  "  Alas!  there  will  be  no  certain  measure 
by  me,  because  my  brother  is  the  head  and  shoulders  taller  than, 
i^e."  Dick  then  asked  the  favour  of  Mr  A  spin  to  put  it  upon 
himself,  and  from  him  he  would  discover  how  it  would  answer,  as 
he  was  a  man  of  nearly  his  brother's  size. 

Aspin%  to  please  his  customer,  consented,  but,  while  he  was 
putting  it  oi\,  Jack  seized  a  barrister's  gown,  and  run  off  with  all 
possible  speed.  Stephen  Bunce  took  hold  of  the  first  parcel  of 
goods  which  came  to  his  hand,  and  made  off  with  it ;  and,  at  the 
robemaker  pursued  hard  titer  Jack  Hall,  Dick  Loxo  went  up  to 
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Mm,  and  cried,  u  O  dear,    Doctor  Crvs*,  who  thought  of  seeing 
you  ?    I  am  glad   I  have  met  with  you  with  all  my  heart :    But, 
pray  Sir,  what  makes  you  run  in  this  distracted  manner  about  the 
streets  ?"   "  Pish,"  quoth  Aspin,  "  let  me  go,  I  am  no  parson  : 
you  are  mistaken  in  your  man,  for  I  am  running  after  a  rogue  that 
has  robbed  me.1'     Then  Dick  Low  replied,  but  still  holding  him, 
"I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir,  for  my  mistake,  for  you  are  as  like  my 
friend  Doctor  Cross,  as  ever  I  saw  two-***1*  in  ray  life  like  one 
another." — Permitting  J»«m  to  go,   when  he  saw  that  Jack  was 
turned  th*  c^Tner  of  the  street  and  out  of  sight. 

During  this  bustle,  the  neighbours  were  colleoted,  and  filled 
with  no  small  admiration  to  see  old  A  spin  in  a  canonical  dress. 
Iu  this  case,  as  usual,  both  invention  and  scandal  were  soon  at 
work.  Accordingly  one,  more  eloquent  than  the  rest,  exclaimed, 
4*  Surely  he  was  not  going  to  christen  his  own  child  himself  that 
his  maid  Betty  had  to  him  I"  Others,  with  more  compassion  and 
politeness,  endeavoured  to  calm  his.  temper,  and  to  advise  him  to 
go  home,  and  lay  aside  his  assumed  dress,  which  exposed  him  to 
ridicule,  and  then  to  make  diligent  enquiry  after  the  notorious 
thief.  But  when  he  returned  home,  he  found  that  more  than  one 
thief  had  assailed  him,  and  that  goods,  to  a  much  greater  value 
than  the  unfortunate  cassock  had  been  extracted  from  his  shop  du- 
ring his  unsuccessful  pursuit.  Upon  this  he  exclaimed,  "  Well 
might  the  fellow  call  me  Doctor  Cross,  for  I  am  crossed  by  the 
whole  world  i" 

This  impudent  robber  carried  on  his  depredations  for  many 
years,  and  grew  so  obdurate  in  vice,  that  he  gloried  in  his  shame. 
He  at  last,  however,  suffered  death,  *as  was  formerly  mentioned, 
in  company  wjta  some  of  the  partner*  of  his  crimes. 

DICK  HUGHES. 

This  robber  was  the  son  of  a  respectable  fanner  in  North 
Wales.  He  was  trained  to  the  same  industrious  and  honourable 
employment,  but  soon  displayed  his  covetous  disposition,  by  steal- 
ing every  article  that  came  in  his  way.  Upon  enquiry,  it  will  be 
foand  3  that  there  are  certain  dispositions  peculiar  to  every  human 
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character,  and  that  these  constituted  the  governing  principles  of 
action.  In  one  man  vanity  and  pride  predominate  :  In  another, 
ambition  and  the  love  of  power :  In  a  third,  a  low  and  volvptu* 
out  disposition  reigns ;  And  in  a  fourth,  an  avaricious  and  co- 
vetous  disposition  appears  natural,  and  quickly  acquires  such 
strength  as  to  influence  the  whole  character,  and  regulate  the 
whole  conduct.     The  latter  was  the  case  with  Dick  Hughes. 

Unsatisfied  with  tlnr-i»&ntrjptts  employment  of  his  father,  he 
commenced  his  journey  to  London.  T*vt±  in  his  eagerness  to  be 
freed  from  the  restraints  of  an  honest  and  sober  father,  ^ajiad  no* 
made  a  proper  estimate  of  the  necessary  expences  in  removing  & 
Welsh  youth  to  the  capital*  His  small  stock  being  soon  spent,  he 
stole  a  pair  of  tongs,  and  was  committed  to  Worcester  jail.  At 
the  next  assizes,  the  fact  was  proved  against  him,  and  the  judge 
asking  what  he  had  to  say  in  his  own  defence,  Dick  replied, 
"  Why  goot  hur  LordShudge,  hur  has  nothing  to  say  for  hurself, 
but  that  hur  found  dem."  "  Found  them  !"  quoth  his  Lordship, 
<ft  where  did  you  find  them?"  Taffy  replied,  <c  Why  truly  hur 
found  dem  in  the  chimney  corner/'  The  judge  answered,  that  the 
tongs  could  not  be  lost  there,  since  that  was  their  proper  place* 
His  Lordship,  however,  observing  the  simplicity  and  youth  of  the 
criminal,  ordered  the  jury  to  restrict  the  punishment.  He  was 
accordingly  fined  to  the  value  of  tenpence,  and  dismissed. 

This  sudden  detection  did  not  prevent  Dick  from  proceeding  to 
London,  and  entering  upon  his  proposed  career  of  depredations. 
As  birds  of  a  feather  flock  together,  so  Dick  became  acquainted 
with  some  who  could  introduce  him  into  all  the  mysteries  of  the 
pilfering  art.     Nor  will  that  youth  be  difficult  to  learn,  who  pos« 
sesses  a  strong  inclination  to  acquire  knowledge  in  any  profession* 
Dick  was  not  long  before  he  was  famous  both  for  dexterity  and 
boldness.     After  several  robberies,  he  broke  open  a  victualler's 
house,  and  had  only  three  shillings  for  his  reward.     He  was  ap- 
prehended, tried,  and  condemned  ;  but  the  smallness  of  the  sum, 
and  his  juvenile  years,  obtained  a  reprieve,  and  finally  a  pardon. 
But,  instead  of  becoming  a  new  man,  he  became  a  worse  man  ; 
and  several  houses  were  successively  plundered  by  him.  * 

He  was  particularly  intimate  with  Jack  fValdrony  a  young 
man,  but  an  old  thief.  That  rogue  was  condemned  when  he  was 
a  boy,  but  pardoned  on  account  of  his  youth*    He  then  went  over 
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to  Dublin*  and  practised  his  art  with  considerable  success,  until  he 
became  so  well  known,  that  it  was  found  expedient  again  to  hide 
himself  among  the  heterogeneous  crowd  in  the  capital.  It  was  soon 
reported  of  him,  that  he  had  profited  so  much  by  his  trip  to  Ire. 
land,  that  he  would  in  a  manner  rob  persons  before  their  faces, 
and  in  defiance  of  all  their  vigilance.  Nor  did  he  escape  detec- 
tion, lor  he  was  eighteen  times  in  Newgate,  besides'  several  time* 
in  New  Prison,  in  all  the  bridewells  in  4e»"r9  often  whipped  at  the 
tail  of  a  cart,  burnt  in  *h«rMw\9  and  once  in  the  face.  In  short, 
he  was  p***efsally  known  as  an  old  offender.  Sir  Peter  Kingt 
ike  recorder  of  London,  was  at  last  so  enraged  at  his  obstinacy, 
that  one  time  he  said  to  him  :  "  That  if  ever  he  came  there,  but 
for  an  egg,  he  would  hang  him  (or  the  shell  1"  Sir  Peter  was  aa 
good  as  his  promise,  and  Wuldron  coming  before  him  again 
though  his  crime  was  only  simple  felony,  he  condemned  him,  and 
lie  was  accordingly  executed  at  Tyburn  when  only  nineteen  years 
of  age. 

It  is  by  no  means  difficult  to  conceive,  what  a  proficient  in  vil- 
laity  Hughes  would  become  under  the  tuition,  and  in  the  compa* 
oy  of  such  an  accomplished  master  as  Waldron.  After  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  tnet  with  a  very  serious  accident.     One  evening 
lie  went  to  a  lumber- house,  and  in  a  short  time  Joe  Hay  net  th& 
comedian,  and  a  broken  officer,  came  in  without  a  fatthing  in. 
their  pockets.     Joe  Haynes,  having  a  large  quantity  of  dust, 
that  he  had  collected  from  an  old  rotten  post,  began  to  divide 
it,  and  to  wrap  it'up  in  pieces  of  clean  paper.     When  his  compa- 
nions were  all  seated,  with  a  tankard  of  beer  before  them,  they 
enquired  at  Joe  what  that  was  which  he  was  rolling  up  with  such 
care.     He  replied,  that  it  was  an  incomparable  powder  which  waa 
a  specific  against  all  kinds  of  scalding  or  burning,  or  any  accident 
which  could  befal  a  person  from  fire.     To  shew  the  truth  of  his 
assertion  by  experiment,  he  said,  "  I  will  cause  a  kettle  of  water 
scalding  hot  to  be  brought  in,   and!  my  friend  here,  by  rubbing 
a  little  of  my  powder  upon  his  leg,  shall  put  it  into  the  water,  and 
receive  no  damage." 

The  company  were  all  anxious  to  see  the  experiment  tried.  A 
kettle  of  boiling  water  was  immediately  brought.  Joe  rubbed 
some  of  his  powder  upon  the  officer's  leg,  which  was  made  of  wood, 
hut  shaped  like  a  natural  leg,  as  he  had  lost  his  original  limb  in 
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Flanders,  he  instantly  put  it  into  the  warm  water,  without  receiv- 
ing any  injury,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  the  spectators.  In  a  mo- 
ment, they  were  all  desirous  to  have  some  of  this  infalliable  reme- 
dy, so  that  Joe  sold  all  his  powder  at  twelvepence  each  paper, 
and  acquired  money  not  only  to  bear  his  present  expenses)  but  a 
little  in  reserve* 

Dick  Hughes,  was  one  of  those  who  were  imposed  upon  ;  and 
the  next  day  boasting  Ttr-TFw^panx  of  the  virtue  of  the  powder  he 
had  in  his  possession,  he  laid  a  beat  of  teTr^uUiugs^that  he  would 
prove  by  experiment  the  truth  of  his  assertion.     A  kettv*  ^boil- 
ing water  was  accordingly  brought,  and  Dick  retired  to  an  adja- 
cent room,  that  they  might  not  discover  the  manner  in   which  he 
prepared  his  leg  for  the  firey  trial.     Then  returning,   he,  with  all 
manner  of  composure,  put  his  leg  into  the  water,  but  to  his  sad 
surprise  and  excruciating  pain,  he  instantly  began  to  cry  out  in  the 
most  extravagant  manner.     Nor  could  he  pull  it  out,  until  he 
was  assisted  by  those  who  were  present.     lie  found  his  leg  sen* 
cusly  injured,  and  he  not  only  lost  his  ten  shillings  of  a  wager,  but 
had  to  pine  in  the  hospital  about  six  months  before  it  was  healed. 
Scarcely  was  he  at  liberty  when  he  renewed  his  adventures ; 
and  one  day  acting  the  foot,  pad,  he  met  with   William  Fuller, 
and  robbed  him  of  about  fourteen  shillings.     At  another  time,  he 
encountered  a  republican  bookseller,  pilfered  him  of  three  half- 
crowns,  stripped   him  naked,  bound  his  hands  behind  his  back, 
and  his  head  between  his  feet,  as  a  proper  posture  in  which  to 
contrive  seditious  libels  for  a  republican  party. 

Hughes's  crimes  at  last  procured  his  condemnation.  While 
in  prison,  and  under  sentence,  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in 
Fleet  Prison,  continued  to  visit  him.  She  was  a  very  honest  wo- 
man, and  shewed  the  most  exemplary  attention  to  her  husband 
under  his  affliction.  On  the.  day  of  his  execution,  she  stepped  up 
to  him  as  the  cart  was  stopping,  and  whispering  into  his  ear,  said, 
"  My  Dear,  who  must  find  the  rope  that's  to  hang  you,  me  or  the 
Sheriff?"  Her  husband  replied,  "The  Sheriff,  honey,  for  who's 
obliged  to  find  him  tools  to  do  his  work  ?"  "  Ah,"  said  the  wife, 
"I  wish  I  had  known  so  much  before,  it  would  have  saved  me 
twopence,  for  1  have  bought  one  already."  "  Well,  well,"  said 
Dick  again,  u  perhaps  it  mayn't  be  lost,  for  it  may  serve  a  second 
husband."  "  Yes,"  quoth  his  wife,  "if  I  have  any  luck  in  « 
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g*od  a]husbaod,  so  it  may.'*     The  ca*t  feraceeded,  and  Dick  was* 
banged-  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age, 
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IIartey  was  thfr-ff<rtr^ra*sword-blade  maker,  and  being  sent 
to  serve-8*^*1*  apprentice  to  a  silversmith  j  he  was  committed  by 
his  master  for  stealing.  In  prison,  he  was. introduced  to  the  conv 
pany  of  some  remarkable  thieves,  who  delighted  to  rehearse  their 
adventures,  and  those  of  their  associates.  His  imagination  was 
fired,  and  the  prospects  of  abundance  arose  before  his  view,  and 
he  determined,  as  soon  as  he  had  regained  his  liberty,  to  repair  to  . 
London. 

After  three  months  imprisonment,  he  was  tri'jd,  and  sentenced 
to  be  whipped  at  the  tail  of  a  cart.      He  then  came  up  to  Kings* 
ton,  and  hovering  about   the  town,    lodged  in  a  barn.     Still,  his 
mind  was  haunted  with  the  fine  stories  he  had  heard  of  the  London 
tiueves,    and  particularly  of  one   of  the  name  of  Const an  tine. 
Moving  at  length  into  the  town,  and  becoming  acquainted  with 
some  young  pickpockets,  he  made  enquiry  after  his  favourite  robber, 
and  was  directed  to  his  lodgings  at  the  Dog  tavern  in  Newgate  street. 
Overjoyed  at  having  found  his  favourite  hero,  he  one  evening 
went  to  have  an   interview  with  him.     When  he  came  to  the  tft. 
vera,    he  informed  the  waiter,  that  he  had  very  earnest  business 
with  Mr  Constantine.     The  waiter  went  up  stairs  where  Constan- 
tino was  driuking  with  some  of  his  fraternity,  and  told  him,  u  That 
there  was  a  young  country  lad  below,  who  wanted  earnestly  to 
speak  with  him."     "  With  me  ?  I  don't  know  any  country  lad. 
What  is  he  ?  Perhaps  he's  sent  for  some  trepan  ;  prithee  go  down 
and^ask  him  his  business  with  me."     The  waiter  enquired  what 
Harvey  wanted  with  Mr  Constantine,  and  he  would  go  up   and 
tell  him.     Young  Shropshire  told  him,,  "  no  harm, — but  his  buis, 
ness  was  such,  that  it  meant  be  tould  to  any  buddy  but  himself." 

The  message  was  returned,. and  Constantine,  surprised  what  any 
country  lad  could  want  with  him,  ordered  Harvey  to  be  brought  to. 
the  head  of  the  stair,  and  he  would  speak  with  him  there.      When, 
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Harvey  came  up,  Constantirie  said,  "  Do  yon  wanting  my  lid?* 
Yes,  mester,  vor  I  am  come  abive  a  hundred  moiles  fl^zee  you.7' 
What  is  your  business  with  me?"  He  answered,  "  Vy,  mester, 
I  have  been  in  Shrewsburry  joil,  vere  haring  a  gfet  mony  vine 
stories  of  you,  by  znm  gentlemen  who  vere  prosners  with  me, 
am  coom  to  London  on  purpos  to  beand  myself  prentice  to  yow." 
Upon  this  ConBtantine^miled,  took  the  lad  into  the  room,  relat. 
cd  his  story  to  the  res^gaVriiW  *  sixpence,  a  glass  or  two,  and 
desired  him  to  call  again  next  evening  about  tW  tame  time. 

Harvey  was  quite  transported  with  joy,  and  waited  wHk  imp*, 
tie  nee  until  the  hour  arrived.  He  found  his  master  ready  to  go 
out  with  him  upon  trial ;  and  by  the  way  he  informed  him,  that  he 
had  stole  a  silver  tankard  from  an  inn  in  Cheapside,  and  he  wish, 
ed  to  have  another,  which  he  would  go  and  bring  to  him  at  an  ap- 
pointed place.  The  boy  remembered  all  his  directions,  but  just 
as  they  came  near  the  house,  he  enquired  at  Constantine  if  he  was 
good  at  running  ?  "  Yes,  as  well  as  most  men  in  England,  I 
ftave  often  outrun  hundreds  together  before  now.'*  u  Weel  then, 
if  you  can  run  well,  never  fear  but  we'll  hove  a  tonkad." 

Constantine  went  first  into  the  house,  calling  for  a  room  •  Har- 
Tey  followed  him  in  the  character  of  a  servant*  The  boy  with  a 
low  voice,  which  Constantine  overheared,  aaked  the  man  of  the 
house,  "If  he  did  not  lose  a  silver  tankard  about  threfc  months 
ago  ?  "  Yes,"  replied  he,  "  That's  the  gentleman  that  stole  it." 
Constantine  immediately  run  off,  the  landlord  and  the  servants 
after  him,  but  he  was  out  of  sight  in  a  moment.  During  the  ab- 
sence of  the  servants  and  the  landlord,  Harvey  quietly  made  off 
with  one  of  the  cups,  and  went  after  his  master. 

When  Harvey  arrived,  he  found  Constantine  stamping  and 
swearing,  and  ready  to  fall  upon  him,  saying,  "  Sirrah,  why  did 
you  put  me  into  such  bodily  fear.  For  I  should  certainly  have 
been  hanged,  if  taken."  "  But,"  continued  he,  "  Sirrah,  have 
you  got  a  cup  V9  "  Yes,  Sir,"  and  immediately  produced  the 
same,  saying,  "  Mester,  if  yow  hed  not  virst  asor'd  me  thet  yow 
cud  run  well,  I  wud  a  gut  et  sum  uddar  vay." 

After  this,  the  master  and  his  boy  strolling  about  in  quest  of 
prey,  they  observed  a  side-board  well  furnished,  in  the  parlour  of 
one  William  Bunworth,  a  schoolmaster.  The  covetous  eyes  of 
Constantine  immediately  sparkled,  and  he  said  to  his  apprentice, 
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*f  Is  there  no  way,  Harvey,  of  seizing  that  plate,  while  the  maid  is 
in  the  parlour :"  Yes,  Mester,"  quoth  he,  u  If  you  wtt*  carry  me 
up  to  the  Mester  of  the  school,  and  pretending  that  I  am  a  nough- 
ty  boy,  give  hem  snmthing  to  whop  me,  and  then,  var  menaging 
the  maud,  1*11  leave  that  to  you,  Mester."  Both  went  up.stairs, 
and  Constantine  being  well  dressed,  with  a  long-tailed  wig,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  master,  saying,  "  Sir,  I  nave  got  an  un- 
lucky rogue  of  a  boy  here  for  a  ser^^)  who  is  the  saddest  dog 
ever  was  known  for£ai06'ttQ  errand,  for,  send  him  but  to  the  next 
door,  and  a*  lrftn  s*a7  *wo  or  three  hours  before  he  returns.  I've 
iripd  fair  means  and  foul  means  with  him,  but  all  will  not  do* 
Wherefore,  I  humbly  beg*  the  favour  of  you  to  give  him  a  good 
whipping,  and  I  shall  send  him  to  the  school  to  be  instructed  ia 
reading  and  writing,  and  casting  accounts,  for  I  would  fain  have 
the  rascal  to  come  to  good,  if  I  could."  At  the  sametime  he  slipt 
a  crown  into  the  master's  hand.  Pleased  with  receiving  such  a 
aum  for' so  small  a  piece  of  service,  one  of  the  stoutest  boys  was  cal- 
led, and  taking  Harvey  upon  his  back,  he  received  the  appointed 
chastisement. 

Meanwhile  Constantino  went  down-stairs,  and  politely  accost, 
ing  the  maid,   gave  her  a  shilling,  desiring  her  to  go  and  bring  a 
pint  of  sack  to  her  master  and  him,  who  was  just  coming  down- 
stairs to  the  parlour.     Suspecting  nothing,  the  servant  went  ac- 
cordingly, whiie  the  rogue  made  off  with  the  plate.     In  less  than 
fonr  or  five  minutes,  the  school  being  dismissed,  the  master  comes 
<lown,   and  seeing  the  maid  coming  in  at  the  street-door  wiiji  a 
pint  of  wine,  quoth  he,  "  Who  is  that  for,  Mary  ?"  She  answered, 
"  That  the  gentleman  who  is  just  now  gone,  ordered  me  to  fetch 
it."  u  A  very  generous  gentleman,  I  avow,  who  gave  me  a  crown 
for  whipping  that  unlucky  rogue  of  his :"    But,"  said  the  maid, 
"  where  is  all  the  plate  that  was  on  the  side-board  ?"    "  Plate  !" 
said  the  master,   "  What  plate  ?— I  saw  none."    Away  they 
forth  went,  searching  the  closet,  and  every  hole  and  corner  of  the 
house  ;  but  not  finding  it,  the  master  cries  out,  "  I  am  robbed  and 
undone  for  ever  !  I  am  ruined  and  undone  for  ever  1  I  am  robbed ! 
I  am  robbed  !  Oh!  that  base  villain,  who,  while  I  was  whipping 
his  boy,  has  whipt  away  all  my  plate !  Thieves  !  thieves !"  At  this 
uproar  aU  the  neighbours  had  come  in  to  his  assistance,  supposing 
that  the  thieves  were  yet  in  the  house.   But  they  were  beyond  the 
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reach  of  detection,  while  the  poor  schoolmaster  raved  and  stortned 
at  his  loss,  and  actually  broke  his  heart  and  died. 

To  shorten  the  narrative  of  Harvey,  he  faithfully  served  out  his 
apprenticeship,  then  setting  up  business  for  himself,  he  was  un- 
commonly successful  in  and  about  the  city  of  London,  for  the  space 
of  nine  years,  and  bad  frequently  paid  rent  to  Newgate,  and  the 
ether  jails  in  towtr^^mj^at  last  breakiug  into  the  house  of  a  Jew,  and 
robbing  him  of  about  fourwojred  pounds  in  money  and  plate,  he 
was  tried,  condemned,  and  execuiett  »v:£yUurn)  min  the  twenty, 
sixth  year  of  his  age*  _        r    . 


JACK    WITHERS. 

Jack's  father  was  a  butcher  in  Litchfield,  and  he  was  instruct* 
cd  in  the  same  business.  Poverty,  and  want^of  employment,  have 
introduced  many  young  men  into  scenes  and  situations  unfriendly 
to  virtue,  and  productive  of  ruin  and  misery  for  life.  His  father 
not  having  business  for  himself  and  bis  son*  the  latter  set  off  for 
London.  In  that  seminary  of  vice,  he  became  acquainted  with 
some  young  robbers,  and  imitating  their  conduct,  be  was  detected 
and  sent  to  Flanders  as  a  soldier, — a  punishment  then  inflicted 
upon  lesser  offender?,  who  were  not  deemed  worthy  of  death. 

The  scanty  pay  of  a  soldier  was  unable  to  support  him  in  a  way 
similar  te  that  which  he  had  been  accustomed  to  ;  therefore,  his  in- 
vention was  ever  upon  the  rack  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

One  day  he  went  into  a  church  in  Ghent,  while  the  people  were 
at  high  mass,  and  observing  them  casting  money  into  a  box  which 
stood  under  an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary, — he  watched  a  favour, 
able  opportunity, — picked  the  lock,  and  filled  his  pockets  with  the 
money.  Unfortunately,  however;  in  the  great  haste  of  carrying 
off  his  plunder,  some  of  the  pieces  dropped,  and  made  a  noise  up- 
on the  pavement ;  so  that  he  was  detected;  and  taken  before  the 
Cardinal  then  in  the  town. 

The  venerable  Cardinal,  with  particular  care,  examined  into 
the  nefarious  deed,  and  it  being  fully  substantiated  against  him, 
he  gave  him  the  appellations  of  rogue,  rascal,  and  sacrilegious  vi£» 
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'  lain !  and  was  about  to  sentence  him  to  a  very  severe  punish- 
ment. Meanwhile  Jack,  falling  upon  his  knees,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  and  uplifted  hands,  entreated  the  Cardinal  to  hear  him* 
This,  with  no  small  difficulty,  was  granted.  All  being  silent, 
Jack,  in  the  most  affecting  and  penitential  tone,  began  to  inform 
him,  that  he  had  been  a  great  sinner, — educated  as  an  heretic,  and 
being  in  great  distress  and  want,  he  had^«»de  his  prayers  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  who,  com  passivising  his  misery^  pointed  to  the 
box,  us  if  giving  hii»  ttnerty  to  take., what  was  necessary  to  supply 
his  nece«*des  :  ^That,  in  consequence  of  her  timely  aid,  he.  had 
engaged  to  become  Roman  Catholic,  and  would  in  future  be  a  sin- 
cere worshipper  of  the  Virgin. 

This  singular  relation  being  heard  with  patient  attention,  and 
with  no  small  emotion  of  surprise,  the  Cardinal  exclaimed,  *'  A 
miracle  !  a  miracle  !"  The  same  was  reiterated  by  all  the  assem- 
bly. It  being  justly  concluded  that  none  had  abetter  right  to 
dispose  of  the  money  than  the  Virgin  herself,  to  whom  ft  was  de- 
voted. Thus,  instead  of  being  punished,  his  ready  invention  both 
saved  himself,  and  added  an  other  miracle  to  the  many  false  ones 
by  which  the  interests  of  superstition  and  popery  have  been  long 
Supported.  Jack  was  carried  back  in  solemn  procession  to  the 
clfcirch,  upon  mens'  shoulders,  placed  before  the  high  altar,  Ave 
Maria  *ung,  and  he  was  dismissed  amid  the  acclamations  of  the 
multitude. 

Success  emboldens  to  fa tu re  adventures.  Jack  being  so  suc- 
cessful in  his  late  excursion  to  the  church,  went  a  second  time  to 

y  try  his  fortune  in  a  church  at  Antwerp.  It  was  Ascension. day y 
when  he  perceived  the  priest  carry  a  silver  crucifix  of  great  value, 
and  lay  it  in  a  sepulchre  ;  and  while  he  and  the  people  were  go- 
ing in  procession  round  the  church,  Jack  was  so  dexterous  as  to 
seize  the  crucifix,  Xo  hide  it  among  his  clothes,  and  to  escape 
among  the  crowd.  The  priest,  ar  the  head  of  the  solemn  proces- 
sion, returned  as  usual,  repeating  these  words  in  the  gospel, 
44  He  is  not  here,  but  he  is  risen!"  The  grave  father,  to  his  sad 
mortification,  found  that  reality  mingled  with  deception,  for  the 
crucifix  was  actually  removed,  and  the  sacrilegious  villain  could 
no  where  be  found. 

Rut,  afraid  to  repeat  his  depredations  upon  the  churches,  and 
feeing  unable  to  supply  his  extravagancies  he  deserted  his  co* 
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lours,  and  retained  to  England.  Commencing  robber  on  At 
highway,  be  encountered  a  neighbour  of  his  father's,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  great  miser,  and  accosted  him  with,  "  Stand  and 
deliver,  or  you  are  a  dead  man  t"  In  the  hopes  of  saying  an 
hundred  guineas,  and  some  broad  pieces,  which  he  had  ia  bis 
pocket,  the  man  began  to  plead  his  poverty,  which  was  evident 
frem  his  appearance  anr>>«iathes,  his  breeches,  in  which  he  retain- 
ed his  money,  being  as  large  atTttfo-hopped  petticoat  of  a  dressed 
lady.  Jack,  however,  knew  him  welt,  and  >««  ft0t  to  be  impos- 
ed upon  with  false  lamentations  and  sham  pretences.  ^Tb^^Id  mi* 
ser  was  then  for  compounding  the  matter,  and  gave  him  the  one- 
half  to  save  the  other.  Jack  became  enraged  at  his  delay  and  he- 
sitation, and  swore,  that  unless  he  delivered  every  farthing',  bis 
fife  was  gone.  The  miser  then  pulled  out  bis  purse  and  his  spec- 
tacles, and  putting  them  on,  began  to  stare  at  Withers.  u  What/* 
cried  Jack,  "is  your  sight  so  ill  that  you  cannot  give  your  purse 
without  putting  on  your  glasses  l"  He  replied,  u  That  he  might 
have  the  liberty  of  seeing  to  whom  he  gave  his  money."  "  Ay, 
Ay,  and  welcome,"  quoth  Jack,  "  And  pray,  take  notice,  that 
when  you  see  roe  again,  you  must  just  supply  me  with  such  ana* 
tber  sum/' 

Jack  and  two  of  his  companions,  one  morning  returning  from 
their  depredations,  espied  a  gentleman  walking  alone,  and  ex- 
hibiting all  the  gestures  of  passion,  distraction,  and  fury  ;  mean- 
while casting  his  eyes  to  heaven,  stretching  forth  his  arms,  and 
folding  them  again.  This  was  a  celebrated  player  getting  his 
part,  and  he  at  last,  seating  himself  by  the  side  of  a  pond,  thej 
Imagined  that  he  was  just  about  to  plunge  into  the  waters  from 
disappointed  love  or  ruined  fortune. 

Jack  was  the  first  who  run  to  shew  compassion  to  the  distracted 
gentleman,  and  cried  to  his  companions,  u  Halls,  make  haste,  for 
>tis  even  as  we  thought,  the  poor  gentleman  is  just  going  to  kill 
himself  for  love."  Then  flying  towards  him,  and  each  taking 
holding  of  an  arm,  he  said,  "  Pray,  Sir,  consider  what  yon  are 
going  to  do  I  What  a  sad  thing  will  it  be  for  yon  to  drown  yourself 
here  ?  Be  advised,  and  have  better  thoughts  with  you.  The 
comedian,  ignorant  of  their  meaning,  exclaimed,  "  What  a  plague 
is  all  this  for  ?  I  am  not  going  to  hang,  stab,  or  drown  myself;  I 
am  not  in  love :  I  am  only  a  player  getting  my  part."     u  A 
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pteyer  ate  yon,  said  Withers,  "  If  I  had  thought  that,4  yon  should 
even  have  drowned  or  hanged  yourself,  too,  before  we  had  taken 
All  the  pains  to  follow  you  up  and  down.  But/ to  roake4us  amends 
for  our  trouble,  you  can  do  no  less  than  to  gWe  us  what  money 
you  have."  Having  thu*  said,  they  bound  his  hands  and  legs  to- 
gether, emptied  his  pockets  of  ten  shillings,  and  took  a  silver, 
hi  1  ted  sword  from  him. 

After  this  Jack  and  his  companion  William  Edwards*  attack, 
ed  a  lord  and  iris* footman,  who,  opposing  them,  Jack's  horse  wasr 
shot,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  mount  behind  his  neighbour,  and 
being  so  closely  pursued,  they  left  their  horsey  and  fled  on  foot 
across  the  fields,  and  made  towards  London.  In  their  way  they 
met  a  penny-post  man,  and  not  only  robbed  him,  but,  td  prevent 
being  discovered,  cut  his  throat,  ripped  hiiti  up,  filled  his  belly 
with  stones,  and  threw  him  into  a'  pond.  In  this  situation  hisr 
body  was  found  next  day. 

Blood  now  Cried  for  vengeance  against  Withers,  and  it  was 
SOon  heard.  Having  committed  a  robbery  in  the  country,  he  and 
his  companion  were  both  apprehended,  committed,  tried,  con* 
flemned,.  and  executed  at  Kelford,  when-  Withers  confessed  ttuV 
femrder  which  he  had  committed  a  few  weeks  before: 


»     « 


WILLIAM  -MAW 


Was  born  in  Yorkshire,  and  came  to  London  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age*  He  then  learned  to  be  a  cabinet-maker, 
&nd  followed  that  occupation  during  eighteen  years.  But,  aban- 
doning his  labour,  he  supported  himself  by  purchasing  stolen 
goods,'  and  by  other  illegal  means,  for  which  he  was  fined,  burnt 
in  the  hand,  and  more  than  once  sent  to  Bridewell. 

He  once  stole  a  trunk  from  behind  a  coach,  in  which,-  among 
other  things,  Was1  a  parson's'  gown  and  cassock.     Great  enquiry 
Was  made  by  a  friend  of  the  clergyman*  s  among  the  brokers  and 
pawnbrokers,  but  to  no  purpose.  Maw  sold  them  to  one  Seabrook, 
With  whom  they  were  found.     Tbe  gentleman,'  who  was  in  search 
after  them,  pretended  that  he  wished  to  purchase  them,  and  ao» 
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eordingly  desired  Se^brook  to  bring  them  to  the  Son  Tsfffflff 
wh*>re  a  parson  would  purchase  them.  Glad  to  find  a  merchant 
for  hit  goods,  he  went,  where  the  person  to  whom  they  belonged 
was  ready  to  examine  them,  to  try  them  on,  and  to  identify  his 
owu  property.  Maw  was  interrogated,  but  could  give  no  satis- 
factory account  how  he  became  possessed  of  such  goo4s»  He^ 
however,  pleaded  the  act  of  grace,  and  escaped  punishment., 

At  another  time,  commuting  a  robbery,  for  which  he  was  afraid 
of  detection,  he  saved  himself  by  the  following  stratagem*  He 
pretended  that  he  was  sick,  required  his  wife  to  give  out  that  he 
was  dead,  and  purchasing  a  coffin,  his  friends  and  acquaintances 
were  invited  to  his  funeral,  and  he  was  (at  least  his  coffin,)  de- 
cently interred.  The  good  woman  managed  the  farce  uncommonly 
well,— mourned  and  lamented  the  irreparable  loss  of  her  affec- 
tionate husband,  and  followed  his  corpse  to  the  grave* 

About  five  years  after,  a  prisoner  in  Wood-street,  who  was 
acquainted  with  his  supposed  death,  and  knew  him  well,  upon 
seeing  Maw  afterwards  committed  to  prison,  was  greatly  astonish* 
e^,  at  first  supposing  that  he  had  seen  his  ghost.  He  however  at 
length  abi-umed  courage,  and  ventured  to  speak  to  the  dead  man* 
•'  Is  not  your  name  Maw,  Sir  V*  Maw,—  "  Yes,  Sir,  as  sure  as  your 
name  is  Wat  kins."  "  Why,  I  thought  that  you  had  been  dead 
and  buried  five  years  ago  !"  "  Yes,  so  I  was  in  trespasses  and 
sins."  u  But  I  mean,"  said  Watkins,  "  that  you  yourself  were 
corporally  deposited  in  the  grave."  **  No,  1  was*  not  dead,  but 
being  at  that  time  under  some  troubles,  I  was  at  the  charge  of  a 
coffin  to  save  my  neck,  and  my  wife  gave  out  that,  I  was  really 
defunct,  supposing  that  my  adversaries  would  not  look  forme 
in  the  grave." 

Continuing  his  course  of  wickedness,  in  the  evening  of  his  life 
he  was  at  last  committed  to  Newgate,  and  indicted  for  extracting 
from  a  house  eight  pewter  plates,  with  other  goods  ;  from  another 
house  twenty. four  pair  of  leather  clogs ;  robbing  a  gentleman  up* 
on  the  highway  of  a  watch,  five  gold  rings,  some  money  and 
goods ;  robbing  upon  the  highway  a  woman  of  three  shillings  and 
sixpence,  and  a  gentleman  of  some  money  and  goods ;  for  these 
different  crimes  hf  wav  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

A  person,  wh :  thought  Maw  dead  and  buried,  seeing  him  in  the 
cart,  was  struck  with  amazement,  calling  thus  out  to^im,  "  Oh ! 
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dear  Mr  Maw,  I  really  thought  you  had  been  dead  and  buried  five 
years  ago,  and  more."  "  Why,  so  I  was,"  replied  Maw,  "  but 
don't  you  know  that  we  must  ail  rise  again  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment £"  "  Yes,"  replied  his  acquaintance,  "  but  the  day  of 
Judgment  is  not  come.yet."  "  Aye,  but  it  is,"  said  Maw,  *4  and 
passed,  too,  twelve  days  ago  at  the  Old  Bailey  ;  where,  I  am  sure, 
'twas  the  judgment  of  the*  Court  to  send  me  to  be' hanged  now," 
So  his  friend,  wishing  him  a  good  journey,  and  a  safe  return,  they 
parted. 


NICHOLAS    WELLS. 

This  man  was  a  native  of  Kent,  and,  in  the  character  of  a 
travelling  merchant,  assisted  his  grandmother  in  supporting  two 
sisters  after  his  parents  were  dead.  Leaving  that  employment^ 
lie  learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher.  It  was  also  his  good  fortune  to 
marry  a  woman  with  an  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  portion. 
Tins  might  have  proved  a  competent  stock  for  a  butcher*  and  he 
might  have  made  a  respectable  figure  among  his  honest  neigh* 
bours.  But  Wells  knew  not  how  to  husband  so  much  money. 
His  wife  and  he  were  pretty  comfortable  until  the  money  was 
totally  spent,  which  was  not  indeed  long.  Then  he  shewed,  By 
his  conduct,  that  he  had  courted  her  for  money,  and  not  forlovg* 
He  abandoned  her  company  for  no  honourable  exchange. 

Unable  to  pursue  his  own  business,  when  all  his  stock  was  ex- 
hausted, he  was  constrained  to  drive  a  cart  to  a  woo rf monger.  In 
this  character,  one  day  he  went  to  deliver  a  cart  of  faggots  to  a 
gentleman,  and  finding  means  to  get  into  his  parlour,  he  stole  a 
gold  watch,  several  diamonds,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  guineas* 
With  this  sum  in  his  possession,  he  forgot  to  return  to  his  master. 

His  next  adventure  was  with  the  Handsome  Fielding,  riding 
«rer  Putney-heath.  Wells  knocked  him  off  his  gelding,  tied  his 
hands  and  his  feet,  and  robbing  him  of  twenty  guineas,  burst 
forth  into  the  following  exclamation  i  4fc  O  Gold  almighty*  thou  art 
good  for  the  heart  sick  at  night,  sore  eyes  in  the  morning*  and  for 
wind  in  the  stomach  at  noon  ;  indeed  thou  art  a  never,  failing  re* 
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medy  for  any  distemper,  at  any  time,  in  all  cases,  and  for  A 
constitutions." 

Meanwhile,  Fielding  recovering  his  senses,  quoth  he,  "  Sirrab, 
dost  thou  know  on  whom  thou  hast  committed  this  insolence  V*  % 
"  Not  I,  nor  do  I  care,  for  it  is  better  you  cry  than  I  starve!" 
"  I'm  General  Fielding,  who'll  make  you  dearly  suffer  for  this, 
if  ever  you  come  into  my  clutches/'  u  Art  thou  beau  Fielding? 
I've  heard  thy  fame  and  shame  long  ago  :  I  think  thou  art  one  of 
those  amorous  coxcombs  who  never  go  without  verses  in  praise  of 
a  mistress,  and  write  elegies  upon  the  mighty  misfortune  of  losing 
your  buttons.     Thou  art  one  of  those  whining  puppies  that  waste 
day  and  night  with  her  that  you  admire,  taking  up  her  gloves, 
and  robbing  her  of  a  handkerchief,  which  you'll  pretend  to  keep 
for  her  sake.     In  fine,  let  me  tell  you,  thou  art  translated  out  of 
man  into  a  whimsy."    Thus,  leaving  beau  Fielding,  he  went  borne 
to  his  landlord  and  landlady,   who  were  overjoyed  at  seeing  his 
booty.    Nor  was  any  member  of  this  fraternity  of  villainy  without 
a  part  of  the  spoils  of  Wells. 

Though  our  adventurer  often  risked  his  neck,  yet  it  is  said  he 
was  destitute  of  real  courage.  He  would  often  boast  that  he  was 
ready  to  enter  the  lbts  with  those  who  were  noted  for  their  cowar- 
dice, when  he  was  oertain  that  they  would  not  fight  any  man. 
Like  every*  other  coward,  he  was  blood-thirsty.  ' 

One  time  a  woman  of  ,the  name  of  Elizabeth  Herman,  was 
condemned  for  picking  the  pocket  of  Samuel  Wigfield,  and  such 
.was  her  implacable  malice,  that  she  said  she  could  not  die  satisfied 
unless  she  had  the  blood  of  her  prosecutor  before  her  death. 
Communicating  her  desire  of  revenge  to  Wells,  he  agreed  with 
her  to  murder  him  for  three  guineas.  He  accordingly  went  to  his 
shop,  under  pretence  of  purchasing  a  lock,  and  watching  his  op- 
portunity, when  Mr  Wigfield  was  going  home  about  twelve,  he 
stabbed  him  through  the  heart,  and  the  unfortunate  man  instantly 
fell. 

He  was  at  last  apprehended  for  robbing  a  butcher  of  thirty 
guineas,  a  watch  and  some  money.  After  his  sentence,  he  con- 
fessed the  fore-mentioned  murder.  He  was  executed  along  with 
one  Noble  an  attorney,  for  barbarously  murdering  one  John 
Sayer,  Esq. 
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WILLIAM    HALLOWAY. 

*  This  man  was  born  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  bred  up  to 
husbandry.  .He  was,  however,  soon  wearied  of  that  laborious 
employment,  and  went  to  London  to  gather  gold  upon  the  streets 
and  highways. 

He  commenced  with  caution,  and  ventured  only  upon  petty  de- 
predations. In  the  character  of  a  scourer,  with  an  apron  on,  he 
went  up  stairs  into  a  gentleman's  house,  and  seeing .  three  or  four 
footmen's  liveries,  he  brought  them  off  under  his  arm.  As  he  was 
going  out,  the  coachman,  standing  at  the  door  with  his  coach, 
asked,  "  Whither  he  was  going  with  these  clothes  and  waist- 
coats?" Quoth  Halloway,  "  The  Parliament  being  to  sit  within 
this,  week,  and  your  master  being  willing  his  men's  liveries  should 
look  somewhat  fresh  and  decent,  the  steward  has  ordered  me*  to 
scour  them  against  then."  "  Here,  here,  then,"  said  he,  "  take 
jny  cloak,  too,  and  scour  it  well.9'  Halloway  had  no  objection  to 
take  his  cloak  also,  but  he'  neglected  to  return  either  with  it  or 
the  other  clothes.  The  coachman  suffered  for  his  simplicity,  the 
very  boys  crying  after  jbi.m  wherever  he  went,  u  Here,  here,  take 
jny  cloak  t#o  l?> 

Upon  another  day  when  there  was  a  great  throng  of  coaches  in 
the  street,  William  went  up  to  the  coach  of  a  gentleman,  pretend- 
ing that  he  had  something  very  particular  to  say  to.  him,  and  while 
the  gentleman  was  leaning  over  the  door,  one  of  his  comrades 
.  stole  one  of  the  couch  seats  at  the  other  door.  When  the  gentle- 
man had  done  conversing  with  William,  and  missing  his  couch,  he 
looked  out  at  the  other  door  after  the  thief,  and  in  the  meantime 
William  made  sure  of  the  other  £ouch,  and  went  off  undiscovered. 
The  gent|eman,  then,  in  a  great  surprise,  called  to  his  coachman, 
*<  Tom,  hast  thou  got  the  horses  there."  "  Yes,  Sir,"  quoth 
Tom,  "  Ay,  but  are  you  sure  you  have  them  ?"  "  Why  yes, 
Sir,  I  am  sure  I  have  them,  for  their  reins  are  now  in  mine 
hand."  u  Well,  be  sure  and  keep  them  there,  for  1  have  lost 
the  seats  out  of  the  coach,  and  if  you  have  not  a  special  care,  you 
will  lose  my  horses  too."  -. 

Not  long  after  this  adventure,  whilst  a  Mr  Innes,   who  kept  a 
punch-house,  was  taking  an  airing  in  bis  calash,  William  percei** 
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ed  that  the  driver  was  fast  asleep,  and  stepping  forward,  robbed 
him  of  his  watch  and  two  guineas.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  tied 
his  legs  together,  and  pulling  the  pins  out  of  the  axletrees,  he 
waited  behind  a  hedge  until  he  saw  what  would  come  to  pass.  In 
a  short  time  off  go  the  wheels,  and  calash  and  driver  embraced 
the  street. 

Becoming  more  hardened  in  villainy,  William  resolved  to  com- 
mence highwayman  in  form.  Accordingly  he  purchased  a  horse, 
and  meeting  with  a  farmer,  asked  him  the  time  of  the  day, 
"  A  boat  twelve,"  said  the  farmer,  *'  Why  then  it  may  be  high 
time  to  ask  one  favour  of  you.*'  u  What's  that  V  "  Why, 
truly,  understanding  that  you  received  ten  pounds  at  the  inn,  from 
whence  you  now  came,  necessity  obliges  me  to  borrow  this  of 
you ;  and  if  you  are  not  willing  to  lend  it  me  by  fair  means,  1*11 
take  it  by  foul  means."  The  farmer  immediately  drew  his  hang, 
er,  but  this  proved  no  defence  against  pistols,  therefore  he-was 
•  constrained  to  surrender. 

At  another  time  he  overtook  a  gentleman  upon  the  road,  who 
informed  him  that  he  was  well  nigh  robbed  in  coming  along,  and 
advised  William,  if  he  had  any  money  about  him,  to  be  very  care* 
fui  where  he  lodged  it.  He  replied,  that  he  had  hut  little,  bat, 
to  take  care  of  it,  he  would  put  it  in  his  mouth.  The  gentleman 
never  suspecting  into  what  company  he  had  been  involved,  replied, 
*w  that  he  had  been  getting  his  rents  from  his  tenants,  and  that  he 
had  a  considerable  gum,  which  he  had  secured  in  the  folds  of  his 
stockings."  When  they  came  to  a  convenient  place,  Hallo  way 
desired  turn  to  u  stand  and  deliver!"  Unable  to  resist  such  a 
demand,  the  gentleman  gave  him  a  purse  with  eighty  guineas. 

Hal  low  ay,  continuing  his  depredations,  was  at  length  appre- 
hended, tried  and  condemned,  but  he  obtained  a  reprieve  during 
his  Majesty's  pleasure.  Meanwhile  he  broke  the  prison,  and  being 
one  day  intoxicated,  he  had  the  impudence  to  go  to  the  session  of 
the  Old  Bailey  when  the  judges  were  sitting,  and  some  of  the  turn- 
keys offering  to  apprehend  him  for  breaking  the  jail,  he  shot  one 
of  them  dead  upon  the  spot.  He  was  seized,  along  with  a  woman 
who  was  found  accessary  to  the  murder.  They  were  both  execut- 
ed, arid  Halloway  was  hung  in  chains. 

He,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  declared,  that  he  never  had 
Any  enmity  at  the  person  he  murdered,  and  that  it  was  merely  in 
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•onsequeoce  of  bis  being  intoxicated.  Thus,  adding  one  to  the! 
many  fatal  effects  of  giving  way  to  the  ruinous  habit  of  drinking, 
and  thus  inflaming  the  passions  to  the  commission  of  the  most  dis- 
graceful crimes,  from  which  the  mind  would  shrink  in  the  moment 
of  sobriety  and  reflection , 


AVERY. 


This  man  was  a  native  of  Oxfordshire,  and  by  his  parents 
bound  an  apprentice  to  a  bricklayer  in  London*.  lie  served  his 
time  both  actively  and  faithfully,  and  even  carried  on  business  for 
several  years.  Nor  wa«  any  one  auspicious  that  he  occasionally 
took  a  walk  or  a  ride  upon  the  highway. 

One  day  betn^  out  riding  in  search  of  booty,  he,  after  being 
pretty  successful,  went  by  several  bye-ways,  until  he  came,  to  a 
gate  where  several  men  were  standing.  It  occurred  to  him,  that 
if  he  was  to  ride  back  in  haste  it  would  create  suspicion,  therefore 
he  went  Forward,  and  requested  leave  to  pass.  One  who  had  the 
key  said,  that  if  he  would  go  and  fetch  a  colt  that  was  feeding  in, 
the  p:irk,  he  would  permit  him  to  pass.  He  did  so,  and  the  gate 
was  opened. 

When  walking  on   the  r6ad  together,  he  said  *  to  the  man  who 
owned  the  colt,    4<  What  must  I  have  for  catching  the  colt  for 
you  ?'*     6i  Have  !    O  dear,   Sir,  what  can  you  expect  for  such  a 
matter?     Why,    I  think  that  was  a  kindness  to  let  you  through 
the  gate,  or  else  you  must  have  rode  a  great  way  about."     Ave-< 
ry  swore,   in  a  most  terrible  manner,   that  he  would  have  some* 
thing  for  his  trouble.     The  countryman  seeing  him  in  a  rage,  pro- 
mised him  a  pot  of  ale.     This  would  not  satisfy,   aud  pulling  out 
his  pistols,  swore  that  he  would  not  undergo  all  that  trouble  for 
nothing',  and  that  if  they  .did  not  all  presently  deliver  up  their 
money,  he  would  instantly  shoot  every  one  of  them.     The  plain . 
unarmed  men  pulled  out  their  purses,  and  gave  him  all  they  had 
in  their  possession,  and  he  rode  off  in  triumph,  exulting  that  he 
himself  had  robbed  half  a  dozen  of  men.     Among  his  companions 
he- frequently  boasted  of  .this  action,  so  that  one  of  them,  when  he 
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when  he  was  going  up  Holborn  in  the  cart,  said,  "  Soliol  friend* 
Avery,  what,  aire  you  going  to  fetch  another  colt  ?"  Avery  was 
then  too  much  engaged  to  make  him  any  reply. 

Upon  another  day  riding  up  and  down,  like  the  ravens  in  qaest 
of  food,  he  met  an  honest  tradesman.  •  They  rode  together  .for 
some  time,  when  Avery  asked  him  what  trade- he  followed.  The 
man  replied,  that  he  was  a  fishmonger ;— -and  retorted,  by  saying, 
*'  And  what  occupation  are  you  ?"  u  Why,  I  am  a  limb  of  St 
Peter,  too."  u  What,  are  you  a  fishmonger  ?"'  c5  Ay,  1  am 
something  towards  it,  for  every  finger  I  have  an  hook.'9  "  In- 
deed, I  don't  understand  your  meaning,  Sir."  Avery,  pulling  out 
his  pistols,  coolly  observed,'  "  My  meaning  may  spon.be  compre- 
hended, for  there's  not  a  finger  upon  my  hand  but  will  catch  gold 
or  silver  without  any  bait  at  all."  So,  robbing  the  unsuspect- 
ing man,  and  cutting  the  girth  anjl  bridle  of  his  horse,  he  rode  off 
for  London. 

The  return  of  want  made  him  return  to  his,  former  employment. 
Meeting  an  exciseman  whom  he  knew,  but  to  whom  Avery  was  un- 
known, because  he  was  masked, — at  a  convenient  place  he  com- 
manded him  to  deliver,  or  he  was  a  dead  man  1  ^  Here,,  take 
what  1  have,  for  if  there  is*-a  devil,  certainly  thou  art  one.9'  ."  It 
may  be  so,"  replied  Avery,  u  But  yet9  as  much  a  devil  as  I  am,  I 
see  an  exciseman  is  not  such  a  good  bait  as  people  say,  to  catcl* 
him.''  "No,  he  is  not,"  replied  the  other,  "  the  hangman  is 
the  only  bait  to  catch  such  devils  as  you." 

In  a  short  time,  he  was  apprehended,  along  with  the  Water^ 
man.  who,  through  interest,  was  reprieved.  Encouraged  by  his, 
Companion's  success,  he  also  made  every  effort  by  fre&uent  peti* 
tjlons,  but  to  no  effect,  * 
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.  Tij^  parents  of  this  wicked  matf  lived  in  Gloucestershire,  and 
gave  him  an  education  suited  to  his  station*  Leaving  the  country, 
and  coming  to  London,  the  abode  of  the  most  distinguished  virtue! 
as  well  as  of  the  most  consummate  villainy,  be  was  introduced  in- 
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to  the  service  of  a  great  Dutchess  at  St  James's^  and  remained 
there  for  two  years*     He  was  at  last  dismissed  for  improper  coo- 
duct  ;  but  while  he  remained  there,  he  had  obtained  a  general  key 
which  opened  the  lodgings  in  St  James's.     Accordingly,  he  went 
to  a  mercer,  and  desired  him  t«  send,   with  all  speed,   a  parcel  of 
the  best  brocades,  sattins,  and  silks,  for  his  Dot  chess,  to  make  a 
choke  for  an  extraordinary  occasion.     Having  -often  gone  upon  a 
similar  errand,  the  mercer  instantly  complied     His  servant   and  a 
porter  to  carry  the  parcels,  accompanied  Dick,  and,  when  arrived 
at  the  gate  of  some  of 'the  lodgings,  he  said,  ♦«  Let's  seethe  pieces 
presently,  for  my  Dutchess  is  just  now  at  leisure  to  lohk  at  them.** 
So  receiving  the  parcel,  he  conveyed  it  down  a  back-stair,  and 
wen t  dear  oflF.  After  waiting  with  great  impatience  for  two  or  three 
,  hours,  the  porter  and  the  man  returned  home,  much  lighter  thaa 
^hey  were  when  they  -came  out. 

About  a  month  after,  one  evening  when  DiGk  bad  been  taking 
his  glass  pretty  freely,  he  unfortunately  came  by  the  mercer's  shop, 
while  the  mercer  was  standing  at  the  door ;  the  latter  recollected 
Adams,  and  instantly  seized  him,  saying,  "  Oh,  Sir,  have  I  caught 
you  !  you  are  a  fine  spark,  indeed  !  to  cheat  me  Out  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  worth  of  goods  !  but  before  I  part  with  you,  I  shall 
make  you  psy  dearly  for  then} !"  Adams  was  not  a  little  surprised 
at  being  so  unexpectedly  taken  5,  but  instantly  seeing  the  Bishop  of 
fx>ndon  coming  up  in  his  carriage,  he  said  to  the  mercer,  "  I  musj 
acknowledge  that  I  have  committed  a  crime  to  which  I  was  forced 
by  mere  necessity  ;  but  I  see  my  uncle  the  Bishop  of  London  com- 
ing this  way  in  his  coach  ;  therefore,  hoping  that  you'll  be  so  civ  it 
as-  not  to  raise  any  Jnibbub  of  a  mob  about  me,  whereby  I  shall  be 
exposed  and  utterly  undone,  I'll  go  speak  to  his  Lordship  about 
the  matter,  if  you  please  to  step  with  me;  and  I'll  engage  he  shall 
jnake  you  satisfaction  for  the  damage  I've  done  you." 

The  nierceF,  eager  to  receive  his  money,  and  deeming  this  proposal 
a  better  method  than  sending  him  tp  jail,  consented.   Adams  went 
boldly  up,  and  desiring  the  coachman  to  stop,  requested  a  few 
words  of  his  Lordship.     Seeing  him  in  the  dress  of  a  gentleman, 
he  was  pleased  to  listen  to  him:    Adams  said,   fci   Begging   your 
Lordship's  pardon,  for  my  presumption,  I  make  bold  to  acquaint 
your  Reverence  that  the  gentleman  standing  behind  me  is  an  eminent 
mercer,  keeping  house  right  by  here,   and  is  a  very  upright  godly 
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nan ;  but  being  a  great  reader  in  books  of  divinity,  especially  po- 
lemical pieces,  he  hath  met  therein  with  some  intricate  cases,  which 
very  much  trouble  him,  and  his  conscience  cannot  be  at  rest  until 
bis  doubts  and  scruples  are  cleared  about  them ;  therefore,  1  hum* 
bly  beg  that  your  Lordship  would  vouchsafe  him  the  honour  of 
giving  him  some  ease  before  he  runs  farther  to  despair." 

The  Bishop,  always-  ready  to  assist  any  person  troubled  with 
'scruples  of  conscience,  requested  Adams  to  bring  his  friend  to  htm 
the  following  day  :  "  But,"  said  Adams,  "  it  will  )>e  more  satisfae* 
tory  to  the^oor  man,  if  your  Lordship  will  speak  to  him  yourself.11 
Wherefore  the  Bishop,  bowing  to  the  mercer,  he  approached  the 
coach,  when  the  Bishop  said,  "  The  gentleman  has  informed  me 
of  all  the  matter  about  you,  and,  if  you  please  td  give  yourself  the 
trouble  of  coming  to  my  house  at  Fulham,  I  will  satisfy  yoo  in 
every  point."  The  mercer  made  many  grateful  bows,  and  taking 
Adams  to  a  tavern,  gave  him  a  good  entertainment. 

The  next  morning  Adams  waited  upon  the  mercer,  who  was 
Slaking  out  his  bill  to  present  to  the  Bishop,  and,  pretending  that 
his  coming  in  haste  to  atteud  him  to  the  Bishop's  house,  had  made 
him  forget  to  bring  money  with  him,  he  entreated  that  he  would 
grant  him  the  loan  of  a  guinea,  and  put  it  down  in  the  bill.  They 
went  off  to  wait  upon  the  Bishop  at  the  time  appointed.  After  be. 
ing  regaled  in  the  parlour  with  a  bottle  of  wine,  the  mercer  was 
introduced  to  the  Bishop.  His  Lordship  addressed  the  mercer, 
Saying,  "  I  understand  that  you  have  been  greatly  troubled  of  late, 
I  hope  that  you  are  better  now,  Sir?"  The  mercer  answered, 
"  My  trouble  is  much  abated,  since  your  Lordship  was  pleased  to 
order  me  to  wait  upon  you."  So  pulling  out  his  pocket-book,  he 
presented  bis  Lordship  with  a  bill  containing  several  articles,  and 
a  guinea  of  borrowed  mone} ,  amounting  in  all  to  two  hundred  and 
three  pounds  nineteen.shillings  and  ten-pence. 

His  Lordship,  staring  upon  the  bill,  and  examining  its  contents, 
said, ,"  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?  The  gentleman  last  night 
might  very  well  say  your  conscience  could  not  be  at  rest,  and  I 
wonder  why  it  should,  when  you  bring  a  bill  to  me  that  I  know 
nothing  of,"  Said  the  mercer,  bowing  and  scraping,  "  Your 
Lordship  was  pleased  last  night  to  say,  that  you  would  satisfy  me 
to.day."  «  Yes,"  repeated  he,  "  and  so  I  would  with  respect 
to  what  the  gentleman  told  me,  who  said,  that  you  being  much 
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troubled  a&W  some  points  of  religion,  you  desired  to  be  resolved 
therein,  and,- in  order  thereto,  I  appointed  you  to  come  to. day." 
"  Truly,  your  Lordship's  nephew  told  me  otherwise  5  for  be  said 
you  would  pay  me  this  bill  of  goods,  which,  upon  my  word,  he  had 
of  me,  and  in  a  very  clandestine  manner,  too,  if  I  was  to  tell  your 
Lordship  all  the  truth  ;  but,  out  of  respect  to  your  Honour,  I  will 
not  disgrace  your  nephew.'*  <w  My  nephew  !  he  is  none  of  my  ne- 
phew !  I  never,  to  my  knowledge,  saw  the  gentleman  in  my  life 
before  !"  Thus,  after  the  matter  was  explained,  the  Bishop  smiled, 

» 

that  the  mercer  should  have  given  a  guinea  to  a  man  who  had  rob* 
bed  him  of  so  much  money. 

Dick  not  long  after  went  into  the  life  guards,  but,  as  his  pay 
would  not  support  his  extravagance,  he  sometimes  collected  upon 
the  highway  Along  with  some  of  his  companions  upon  the  road, 
they  robbed  a  gentleman  of  a  gold  watch  and  a  purse  of  a  hundred 
and  eight  pounds.  Not  content  with  his  booty,  he  went  after  the 
gentleman,  saying,  "  Sir,  you  have  got  a  "very  fine  coat  on,  1  must 
make  bold  to  exchange  with  you."  As  the  gentleman  was  riding 
along, .  he  thought  he  heard  something  making  a  noise  in  his  pock* 
et,  and  examining  it,  to  his  great  joy  he. found  his  watch  and  all 
his  money,  that  Adams  in  his  hurry  had  forgot  to  remove  out  of 
the  pockets  of  his  own  coat,  when  he  exchanged  with  the  gentle, 
man.  But  when  Adams  and  his  associates  came  to  an  inn,  and  sat 
down  to  examine  their  booty,  to  their  unspeakable  chagrin  they 
found  that  all  was  gone.  While  they  stamped  and  swore,  they 
chid  Adams  in  the  severest  manner  for  his  stupidity  aud  negli- 
gence* 

Adams  and  his  companions  went  out  that  very  same  day  to  re- 
pair their  lof-s,  and  attacked  the  stage- coach,  in  which  were  seve- 
ral women,  with  whom,  irritated  by  their  recent  misfortune,  they 
were  very  rough  and  urgent.     While  Dick  was  searching  the'* 
pockets  of  one  of  the  women,   she  said,   "  Have  you  no  pity  nor 
compassion  on  our  sex  ?  Certainly  you  have  neither  Christianity, 
nor  conscience,  nor  religion,  in   you  I"  "  Right,  we  have  not 
much  Christianity  nor  conscience  in  us ;  but,  for  my  part,  you  shall 
presently  find  a  little  religion  in  me."     So  falling  next  upon  her 
jewels  and  ear-rings,  quoth  Dick,   "  Indeed,  Madam,  supposing 
you  to  be  an  Egyptian,   I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you,  as  being  a 
Jew,  to  borrow  your  jewels  and  ear-rings,  according  as  my  fore- 
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fathers  were  commanded  by  Moses.  Thus  having  robbed  the  la* 
dies  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  pounds  in  money  and  goods, 
they  allowed  them  to  proceed. 

After  a  course  of  depredation,  Dick,  in  robbing  a  man  between 
London  and  Brentford,  was  so  closely  pursued  by  the  person  who 
was  robbed,  and  a  neighbour  whom  he  fortunately  met  upon  the 
road,  that  in  a  little  time  afterwards  he  was  apprehended,  carried 
before  a  magistrate,  committed  to  Newgate,  tried,  and  condemned. 
Though  he  was  rude -and  profligate  before,  he  was  penitent  ani 
devout  after  receiving  his  sentence* 


THE    WALTHAM    BLACKS. 

The  cruelty  and  profligacy  of  man  have  given  birth  to  the  se- 
verity of  some  laws.  The  laws  are  not  only  made  for  the  lawless 
and  disobedient,  but  their  extravagant  wickedness  give  rise  to  laws 
which  would  not  otherwise  have  existed,  Of  this  nature  was  the 
law  which  made  it  capital  to  shoot  and  hunt  deer.  Nor  was  this 
law  passed,  until  troops  of  men  in  disguise,  with  their  faces  black, 
ed  and  masked,  not  only  killed  the  deer,  but,  by  threats  and  let- 
ters, declared  that  they  would  plunder  and  destroy,  by  fire  and 
6 word,  those  who  refused  them  any  thing  which  they  chose  to  de« 
mand  for  their  wanton  feasts. 

By  that  law  it  was  enacted,  '  That  after  the  first  day  of  June 
c  1723,  whatever  persons,  armed  with  offensive  weapons,  and 
6  having  their  faces  blacked,  or  went  otherwise  disguised,  should 
'  appear  in  any  forest,  park,  or  grounds,  inclosed  with  any  wall 

*  or  fence,  wherein  deer  were  kept ;  or  any  warren,  where  hares 
?  or  covies  are  kept ;  or  in  any  highway,  heath,  or  down  ;  or  un. 
'  lawfully  hunt,  kill,  or  steal,  any  red  or  fallow  deer  ;  or  rob  any 
'  warren,  or  steal  fish  out  of  any  pond ;  or  maliciously  break  down 

*  the  head  of  any  fish-pond ;  or  kill  or  wound  cattle ;  or  set  fire  to 
'  any  house,  stack,  &c. ;  or  cut  down,  or  otherwise  destroy,  trees 

*  planted  for  shelter  pr  profit,  or  should  maliciously  shoot  at  any 
'  person,  or  send  a  letter  demanding  money,  or  other  valuable 
'  things ;  or  should  rescue  any  person  in  custody  of  an  officer,  for 


*  any  su6h  offences,  or,  by  gift  or  promise  j  procure  anyone  to  join1 
'  with  them,  should  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  without  benefit  of 

*  clergy,  and  suffer  pains  of  death  as  felons  so  convicted." 

Before  entering  upon  the  particular  history  of  this  black  fra- 
ternity ^  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  will  inform  the  reader 
concerning  the  import  of  the  title  given  to  this  article. 

4  Dear  Sir,— You  must  have  heard  of  the  Waltham  Bla6ks9  a  set 

*  of  whimsical  merry  fellows,  that  are  so  mad  as  to  run  the  great* 

*  est  hazards  for  a  haunch  of  venison,  or  spending  a  merry  even- 
4  ing.  For  my  part,  1  took  the  stories  of  them  for  fables,  until 
'  experience  taught  me  by  the  following  adventure. 

c  My  horse  being  lamed  with  a  stone  in  his  foot,  I  was,  under 
4  the  necessity  of  putting  up  at  a  small  ale-house  with  a, stable  and 

*  a  yard  behind  it.     The  man  received  me  very  civilly,  but  when 

*  I  enquired  if  he  could  accomodate  me  all  night,  he  answered  that 
'  he  had  no  room.  I  requested  him  to  put  something  to  my 
4  horse's  foot,  and  I  would  sit  up  all  night.  He  was  silent.    *The 

*  goodwife  was  more  rude,  and  insisted  upon  her  husband  bring- 
'  ing  my  horse  out  instantly  ;  but,  putting  a  crown  into  her  hand, 
4  and  promising  another  in  the  morning,  she  became  more  accom- 
'  modating.  She  then  told  me,  that  there  was  a  small  bed  up. 
4  stairs,  upon  which  she  would  lay  a 'pair  of  cleata  sheets  $  and  ad- 
4  ded,  that  she  supposed  that  I  was  more,  of  a  gentleman,  than  to 
<  take  any  notice  of  what  I  saw  passing  there.  This  created  in  me 
4  much  uneasiness,  and  I  concluded  that  I  had  fallen  into  a  den 

*  of  highwaymen  ;  that  I  would  not  only  be  robbed,  but  have  my 

*  throat  cut ;  necessity,  however,  constrained  me  to  submit. 

'  It  was  now  dark,  and  I  heard  three  or  four  men  dismount 

*  from  their  horses*  lead  them  into  the  yard,  and,  as  they  were  com-* 

*  ing  into  the  room,  I  heard  the  landlord  say,  Indeed  brother,  you 

*  need  not  be  uneasy  ;  lam  positive  the  gentleman  is  a  man  of 

*  honour.  Another  said, .What  good  could  our  death  do  to  a  stran* 

*  ger  ?  The  gentleman  will  be  happy  of  our  company  i  Bang  fear  1 
'  I'll  lead  the  way.  So  said,  and  so  done  ;  in  came  five  so  effec- 
4  tually  disguised,  that,  unless  it  were  in  the  same  disguise,  I 
'  should  not  be  able  to  distiuguish  any  one  of  them.     Down  they 

*  sat,  and  their  captain  accosted  me  with  great  civility,  and  re- 
f  quested  me  to  honour  them  with  my  company  at  supper.    Sup- 
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4  posing  that  my  landlord  would  not  permit  either  a  robbery  of 
0  a  murder  in  his  house,  1  gradually  became  composed. 

4  About  ten,   I  heard  the  noise  of  a  number  of  horses  arriving, 

*  and  the  feet  of  men  stamping  in  an  upper  room.  In  a  little,  the 
4  landlord  came  to  inform  me  that  popper  was  upon  the  table* 
€  Upon  this  w£  all  went  upstairs,   and  the  captain,  with  a  ridu 

*  culous  kind  of  ceremony,  introduced  me  to  a  man  more  ditguis. 

*  ed  than  the  rest,  sitting  at  the  head  of  the  table,  at  the  same  time 
4  adding,  that  he'  hoped  I  would  have  no  objections  to  pay  my 
4  respects'  to  Prince  Oronooko,  King  of  (he  Blacks.  Then  I 
4  began  to  perceive  what  kind  of  persons  they  were,  and  was  as. 
4  tonished  that  the  hurry  and  agitation  I  was  in,  had  prevented 
4  roe  from  discovering  sooner. 

4  The  supper  consisted  of  eighteen  dishes  of  venison  in  various 
4  shapes,  roasted,  boiled,  with  broath,  hashed  collops,  pastries, 
4  umble  pies,  and  a  large  haunch  in  the  centre  larded.  The  table  we 
4  sat  at  was  large,  and  twenty-one  sat  down  to  supper.  Each  had 
4  a  bottle  of  claret,  and  the  man  and  woman  of  the  house,  sat  at  the 
'  lower  end  of  the  table.  A  few  of  them  had  good  musical  voices', 
4  and  the  evening  was  spent  with  as  great  jollity  as  by  the  rakes 
4  at  King's  Arm$%  or  the  city. apprentices  at  Saddler**  Wells, 
4  About  two,  the  company  "broke  up,  all  of  them  assuring  me, 
4  that  upon  any  Thursday  evening  they  would  be  happy  to  see  me 
4  at  supper.' 

4  They  also  did  me  the  honour  to  inform  me  of  tbe  rules  bf 
4  which  their  society  was  regulated.  The  Black  Prince  informed 
4  me,  that  their  government  was  monarchial,  and  that,  when  they 
4  went  upon  any  expedition,  he  had  an  absolute  command.'  But 
4  in  time  of  peace,  and  at  table,  he  condescends  to  live  familiarly 
4  with  his  subjects  as  friends.  That  no  person  was  admitted  into 
4  their  association  until  he  was  twice  drunk,  that  they  might  be 
4  perfectly  acquainted  with  his  temper.  When  it  is  agreed  that  a 
4  brother  is  to  be  admitted,  he  must  provide  himself  of  a  good  horse, 
4  a  brace  of  pistols,   and  agon  to  lie  on  the  saddle-bow.     Then 

he  is  sworn  upon  the  horns  over  the  chimney,  and,  having  a  new 
-name  conferred  upon  him,  he  is  entered  upon  the  roll,  and  con. 
c  stituted  a  member. 

In  the  morning,   I  presented  my  landlady  with  the  second 

crown,  and  prosecuted  my  journey  with  no  smajl  degree  of 
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*  amazement    Nor,  I  suppose,  Sir,  can  all  your  rambling  about 

*  London,  produce  any  thing  similar.     I  am  yours,  &c.' 

We  shall  now  present  our  readers   with  a  short  sketch  of  the 
lives  of  a  lew  who  were  members  of  this  fraternity,  and  who  suffer* 
ed  the  effects  of  their  folly  and  criminality*  The  first  we  shall  men- 
tion, is  Richard  Parvin,  who  kept  a  public  house  in  Portsmouth, 
a  dull  slow  man,    who  always  denied  his  being  concerned  with 
these  people,  though  the  evidence  was  undeniably  clear  against 
him.     It  was  proved  that  he  was  in  the  forest,  when  the  actions 
charged  against  the  rest  were  committed  ;  but,  he  said,  that  he 
had  a  maid  who  left  his  service,  and  that,  in  search  of  her,  he  was 
led  across  the  forest,  and  calling  at  the  house  of  Mr  Parford,  who 
kept  an  alehouse  in  the  forest,   he  might  have  supposed  that  he 
was  one  of  that  band.      He  said,   thas  if  his  finances  had  enabled 
him  to  bring  witnesses  from  Berkshire,  he  could  have  proved  his 
innocence  ;  but  the  Major  of  Portsmouth,   upon  his  hieing  appre- 
hended, had  seized  upon  all  his  substance,   and  that  his  family  was 
not  only  in  distress,  but  he  was  destitute  of  the  means  necessary 
to  evince  his  complete  innocence.     He  persisted  in  maintaining 
his  innocence  to  the  last. 

.  Edward  Elliot,  a  boy  about  seventeen,  was  the  next  who  re. 

ceived  sentence  of  death  with  Parvin.     That  boy  declared,  that 

about  a  year  before  he  was  apprehended,  .he  met  with  thirty  or 

forty  men  in  the  county  of  Surrey,   who  dragging  him  along,   the 

chief  of  them  told  him,  that  he  enlisted  him  into  the  service  of  the 

King  of  the  Blacks,  therefore,  he  commanded  me  to  disguise  my 

.  face,  and  obey  whatever  he  chose  to  order,  else  I  would  be  turned 

into  a  beast,  constrained  to  carry  their  burdens,  and  live  like  a  horse 

upon  grass  and  water.   He  also  mentioned  some  of  their  witchcraft 

arts  that  he  had  seen  them  practise.      Two  men  had  offended 

them,   and  refused  to  take  their  oath ;  they  blindfolded  and  bu« 

ried  them,  in  holes  dug  in  the*  earth  up  to  the  chin, — then  ran  to. 

wards  them,  barking  as  if  they  had  been  dogs  5  and  when  they  had 

terrified  them  in  this  rfdiculous  manner,  they  took  them  out,  and 

desired  them,  for  the  future,  to  beware  how  they  offended  any  of 

the  black  nation,  lest  they  should  not  escape  so  easily. '   He  men* 

tioned,  likewise  that  carters  had  often  been  constrained  to  go  out 

of  their  way  to  carry  their  venison,  and  that  they  were  afraid  so 

much  as  to  complain, 
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Elliot  gave  the  following  account  of  the  crime  for  which  he  suf! 
fered.     He  said,  that  one  morning  six  of  these  men  came  to  hint 
and  advised  him  to, go  to  Farnham-Holt,  and  said  that  he  need 
not  fear,  because  there  were  persons  of  fortune  concerned  with* 
them,  who  would  protect  him  against  all  harm.     He  admitted^ 
however,  that  he  did  consent  to  go,  but  trembled  all. the  wayy 
and  was  scarcely  arrived  at  the  Holt,  when  the  deer  was  killed. 
That  the  keepers  found  him  separated  from  the  rest,  and  saunter- 
ing after  a  fawn  which  he  intended  as  a  present  to  a  young  wo* 
man  at  Guilford,  and  that  the  keepers  bound  him,  and  went  itf 
search  of  his  associates.     The  keepers  were  six  in  number,  and 
the  blacks  seven,  and  they  commenced  in  great  fury  with  quarter 
staff.     The  keepers,  unwilling  to  have  blood  fhed,  admonished 
them  to  retire.  They  not^only  refused,  but  Marshal,  one  of  them, 
fired,  and  killed  one  of  the  keepers.     The  keepers  then  fired,  and 
wounding  some  of  the  Blacks,  three  fled,  and  two,  Marshal  and 
Things  he  i;  were  taken.     Meanwhile,   Elliot  lay  aH  the  time  in 
the  most  inexpressible  agony,  well  knowing,  for  whatever  blood  was 
spilt,  he  should  be  accountable  along  with  the  rest.     The  keepers 
returned,  and  carried  him  with  them,   and  his  fetters  were  never 
off  until  the  morning  of  his  execution.     He  conducted  himself 
soberly,  and  with  much  concern  and  penitence. 

Robert  Thingshel  was  about  twenty.six  years  of  age.  He 
lived  in  the  house  with  his  parents  and  his  brother,  whose  busi- 
ness he  was  taught  by  them.  They  were  at  all  pains  to  restrain  him 
from  bad  company,'  but  the  night  before  that  unhappy  accident 
happened,  when  all  the  family  were  in  bed,  Barber  came,  knock- 
ed softly  at  the  window  of  his- chamber,  when  he  arose,  and  rode 
behind  him  to  the  Holt,  calling  upon  their  accomplices  by  the 
way.  He  said  that  it  w^as  eight  in  the  morning  before  they  were 
attacked  by  the  keepers  ;  that  they  did  desire  them- to  retire,  but 
they  refused,  unless  Elliot,  who  was  bound,  should  be  set  at  li- 
berty, and  restored  to  them  ;  and  that  this  being  refuted,  the  fight 
ensued.  From-  the  moment  that  he  was  apprehended,  he  laid 
aside  all  thoughts  of  a  pardon,  and  was  anxiously  concerned  to' 
prepare  for  his  awful  fate. 

Henry  Marshall,  the  unfortunate  person  by  whom  the  murder 
was  committed,  seemed  to  have  the  least  sense  of  his  crime.  la' 
Ae  judgments  of  heaven,  he  was  deprived  of  the  use  of  reason' 
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tfid  ot  speech,  not  long  after  the  commission  of  the  murder,  and 
remained  so  until  the  day  before  his  death*     Then  a  clergyman 
waited  upon  him,  and  represented  the  nature  of  the  horrible  crime 
"which  he  had  committed}  but  he  treated  his  admonition  with  ne- 
gleet,  saying,  "  Sure  he  might  stand  upon  his  own  defence,  and 
was  not  bound  to  run  away  and  leave  his  companions  in  danger.'*  v 
Such  was  the  language  he  employed  only  a  few  hours  before  his 
death.     He  only  regretted  his  sin,  inasmuch  as  it  had  brought 
punishment  upon  him,   and  he  in  no  respect  considered  it  as 
heinous,   either  in  the  sight  of  God,  or  meriting  the  punishment 
awarded  him.     In  this  manner  the  vicious  reason  themselves  into 
the  legality  of  taking  away  the  life  of  a  fellow. creature,  merely 
because,  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty,  he  endeavours  to  arrest  their 
criminal  career,  and  bring  them  to  deserved  punishment. 

There  were  also  two  brothers.  John  and  Edward  Pink.  These 
were  accounted  honest  and  industrious  persons  before  this  crime, 
in  which  they  also  were  detected*  They,  however,  acknowledged' 
that  they  had  been  concerned  in  the  crime  for  which  they  suffered. 
That  they  met  Parvin's  maid  upon  the  road,  the  woman  mention- 
ed in  that  man's  narrative,  (and  whom  Parvin  said  he  was  in  pur- 
suit of  when  he  was  in  the  forest,  and  it  certainly  is  a  strong  cir- 
cumstance in  support  of  the  innocence  of  Parvin,)  that  they  put 
.a  dagger  into  her  hand,  and  forced  her  to  cut  the  throat  of  a  deer  ; 
.that  she  wore  it  afterwards, /and  ,rode  upon  a  horse  with  pistols 
over  her  saddle*  That  in  this  dress  they  carried  her  to  Parford'g 
bouse  upon  the  forest,  where  they  dined  upon  a  haunch  of -.veni- 
son, feasted  sumptuously,  and  sent  put  two  of  their  companions  to 
Slay  more  deer,  not  in  the  king's  forest,  but  in  Waltham-chace. 
One  of  these  persons  they  called  their  King,  and  the  other  Lyon. 
None  of  the  brothers  objected  any  thing  against  the  evidence 
produced  on  the  trial.  They,  however,  could  scarcely  be  per- 
suaded that  the  crime  for  which  they  suffered  merited  death : 
They  said;  that  deer  were  wild  beasts,  and  that  the  poor,  as  well 
as  the  rich,  might  lawfully  use  them 

James  Ansel,  the  seventh  person  of  this  band  who  suffered, 
was  the  most  notorious  offender.     He  had  no  settled  employment, 
but  lived  by  his  vices,  and  indulged  in  aH  manner  of  wickedness 
4uring  many  years.     In  London,  in  Portsmouth,  in  Guilford,  and 
many  other  towns,  he  had  long  been  employed  in  robbing,  hops^- 
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breaking^  and  in  every  species  of  depredation.  In  uniting  hfinsetf 
with  the  black  band,  he  descended  in  the  scale  of  vice.  But,  as 
his  offences  were  more  numerous,  and  more  hjneous,  except  ill 
the  instance  of  the  murder,  he  entertained  no  hope  of  life  after  his 
apprehension,  and  behaved  himself  in  a  correspondent  manner. 
But  as  informing  upon  other  persons  would  not  obtain  him  a  par- 
don, he  obstinately  refused  to  give  any  information,  though  he 
admitted  that  he  knew  of  twenty  who  were  notorious  offenders 
in  the  said  respect.  When  accused  of  his  former  robberies,  he 
did  not  deny  them,  and  said  that  he  knew  he  would  have  been 
indicted  at  the  assizes,  but  that  there  were* many  circumstances 
which  would  have  rendered  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  any 
prosecutor  to  have  found  him  guilty.  It  is  rather  a  singular  fact, 
that  though  many  of  these  fellows  appeard  bold  and  daring  before 
their  apprehension,  yet,  partly  with  sickness,  and  partly  through 
the  fear  of  death,  none  of  them  was  able  to  stand  or  speak  at  the 
place  of  execution,  except  Ansel.  Nay,  it  was  actually  believed 
by  many  who  were  present,  that  some  of  them  were  dead  before 
they  were  thrown  off. 

It  was  not  this  example  which  deterred  the  young  fellows  of  that 
part  of  the  country  from  acting  a  similar  part.  But,  by  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  keepers,  and  the  severity  of  the  laws,  the  whole  na- 
tion of  the  blacks  was  extirpated,  and  those  country  rakes  were 
constrained  to  vent  their  profligate  dispositions  in  less  dangerous 
employments. 


ii,1  i1       a: 


JOSEPH   BLAKE. 

* 

There  are  some  rogues  who  are  far  elevated  above  ordi. 
nary  culprits.  They  aspire  to  eminence  in  the  awful  field  of  cri- 
minality. Among  this  number  was  Joseph  Blacb,  who  was 
solicitous  to  acquire  distinction,  merely  from  superior  acts  of  ril- 
lany. 

He  was  a  native  of  London,  and  received  a  decent  education^ 
from  his  parents,  but  it  was  his  misfortune  to  associate  with  a 
wicked  companion,  who  at  an  early  period,  initiated  him  into  ft* 


\es  of  iniquity.  When  Ire  returned  from  school,  lie  Twined 
Id  go  to  any  industrious  employment,  and  boldly  commenced  rb&4 
her  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  It  was  his  fortune,  almost  oil  every 
Occasion^  to  tnfeet  with  detection,  but  still  he  pursued  hi*  course* 

He  entered  at  last  into  a  famous  gang  of  highwaymen,  -  and  on* 
evening  they  robbed  a  man  of  eight  shillings,  and  k  giit.hdndled 
Sword;     A  woman  perceived  it  from  a  window,  and  gave  the 
alarm;  one  of  the  thieves  fired  at  herj  but  the  woman  drawing 
in  her  head,  was  saved,  and  the  bail  grazed*  the  stone.     Blake 
was  also  with  the  same  gang  when  they  attacked  Captain.  Lang* 
frtjr,  but  that  gentleman  made  Such  a  stout  resistance  that  they 
eonld  not  rob  him.     Wilkinson,  one  of  the  chief  of  this  gang,  was 
apprehended*  and*  in  order  to  save  himself,  informed  Against  sea 
veral  others,  and  by  mean*  of  his  evidence,  not  fewer  than  seven* 
ty  were  discovered  ;  and  even  Wilkinson  was  a  second  tfane  sete* 
ed,  on  account  of  farther  guilt  being  charged  against  him. 

The  inclination  to  discdvery  being  begun,  Blake  also  comment 
ced  informer^  and  by  his  means,  no  letf  than  about  twelve  robbea 
ries  were  revealed.  €>n  making  these  discoveries,  he  obtained  Ms 
liberty,  and  when  he  was  discharging  at  the  Old  Bailey,  one  hutno? 
irously  asked  him  4  how  long  it  would  be  before  he  was  there  again  ? 
A  gentleman  replied,'  "  three  years."     Blake  kept  his  time. 

The  moment  that  he  was  at  liberty,  he  again  commenced  with 
JackShepherd*  One  day  they  met  with  one  Pargitor  considerably 
intoxicated,  when  Blake  knocked  him  down',  and  threw  him  into 
a  ditch,  where  be  must  have  perished,  hid  it  not  been  for  the  com- 
passion of  Shepherd*  who  kept. his  head  above  water.  For  this 
crime*  two  brothers  in  the  guards  were  tried,  And  if  they  had  not 
teen  saved  by  several  persons  swearing  that  they  were  upon  du- 
ty at  that  time,  they  would  certainly  have  suffered  ;  for  the  fact 
was  sworn  againSt  them.  The  eldest  of  these  brothers  died  in  a 
week  after  his  liberation,  and  did  not  lite  to  see  his  innocence 
vindicated  by  the  confession  of  Blake. 

At  another  time,  Blake  and  Shepherd  broke  itito  a  house, 
and  carried  off  goods  to  a  considerable  value.  They  were  both 
apprehended,  tried,  and  condemned,  but  the  former  escaping 
from  the  condemned  hole,  his  life  was  prolonged  for  a  little  time. 

Blake  behaved  in  the  most  audacious  manner  at  his  trial ;  aqd 
when,  he  saw  that  nothing  could  save  him  from  death,  he  was  re. 
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solved  to  deserve  it  better.  Accordingly,  taking  the  opportunity 
(  of  Jonathan  Wild  coming  to  speak  with  him,  he  cut  Wild's  throat 
with. a  pen  knife.  Of  this  wound  Wild  languished  long,  but  at 
last  recovered.  But  if  the  wound  of  Blake  had  proved  mortal,  it 
would  have  prevented  a  more  shameful  death.  It  may  however  be 
remarked,  that  whatever  Wild  might  merit  from  the  hands  of  others* 
this  was  very  ungenerous1  in  Broke,  because  Wild  was  not  only  at 
the  ex  pence  of  curing  a  wound  that  the  other  had  received,  but  gave 
him  three  and  sixpence  after  his  sentence,  and  promised  him  a 
decent  coffin. 

Nay,  such  was  Blake's  daring  villany,  that,  during  the  time 
of  his  confinement  in  the  condemned  hole,  there  was  also  a  woman, 
under  sentence  of  death,  whom  he  used  in  such  a  rude  and  wicked 
manner,  that  she  was  obliged  to  cry  out  for  assistance.  During 
the  whole  time  of  his  confinement,  he  displayed  the  most  hardened 
indifference  and  contempt.  He  seemed  only  to  regret,  that  he 
had  not  been  guilty  of  more  numerous  and  more  nefarious  actions. 
He  died  in  the  twenty  eight  year  of  his  age. 


JACK   SHEPHERD. 

John  Shepherd's  father  was  a  carpenter  in  Spittlefields,  of  a 
good  character,  and  exceedingly  solieitoua  to  train  up  his  children 
in  the  path  of  sobriety  and  religion.  They  however  afforded  a 
melancholy  proof  that  the  most  virtuous  example,  and  the  soundest 
principles,  are  frequently  unsuccessful  in  influencing  the  conduct  of 
chiMren.  Two  of  his  sons  followed  evil  courses,  and  were  convict- 
ed at  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey. 

After  his  father's  death,  young  Shepherd  was  sent  to  a  school 
in  Billingsgate  street,  where  he  received  the  rudiments  of  educa~ 
tion,  and  was  bound  an  apprentice  to  a  cane-chair. maker.  His 
master  used  him  well,  and  he  lived  very  comfortably  with  him  ; 
but  this  master  dying,  he  was  sent  to  another,  who  used  him  so 
very  harshly,  that  he  eloped.  Masters  ought  to  be  cautious  how 
they  conduct  themselves  towards  their  servants,  because  this  harsh 
usage  was  in  all  probability  the  cause  of  Jack  Shepherd's  ruio>  as 
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well  as  of  bringing  great  injury  upon  society*.  In  a  short  time, 
he  commenced  his  depredations,  and,  in  place  of  his  former  sober 
mode  of  life,  his  time  was  spent  in  drinking  all  day,  and  retiring 
to  an  infamous  abode  all  night. 

The  history  of  this  unfortunate  man,  affords  another  to  the 
many  examples  already  given  in  this  volume,  that  the  company  of 
profligate  women  have  plunged  men  into  scenes  of  dissipation  and 
▼ice,   to  which  they  would  have  been  entire  strangers,   had  it  not 
been  for  such  associates      He  was  first  enamoured  with  one  Elim 
zabeth  Lion9  a  woman  remarkable  for  her  stature  and  strength. 
Having  separated  from  her,  be  associated  with  one  that  stimulated 
him  to  all  manner  of  pilfering,  in  order  that  he  might  be  the  bet- 
ter able  to  feed  her  extravagancies.' 

One  day  informing  her  that  she  had  received  his  last  half. 
crown,  she  instigated  him  to  rob  a  wealthy  pawn  -broker.  Shep- 
herd left  her  about  one  in  the  morning,  and  returned  with  goods 
to  the  value  of  twenty-two  pounds.  It  was  not  long  before  these 
two,  who  had  planned  the  robbery,  exhausted  the  booty. 

The  first  favourite  of  Shepherd  was  committed  to  St.  Giles's 
round-house,  for  some  pilfering  pranks.  Jack  went  to  see  her, 
broke  open  the  doors,  beat  the  keeper,  and  set  Bess  Lion  at  li- 
berty. It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  this  action  gained 
him  great  fame  among  the  ladies  of  the  town  ;  and  stimulated  him 
to  more  daring  acts  of  depredation. 

About  this  period  Jack  supplied  his  brother  with  a  little  money 
to  equip  him  for  the  honourable  profession  he  himself  followed  ; — 
and  they  broke  into  a  linen-draper's  shop,  and  extracted  goods  to 
the  amount  of  fifty  pounds.  The  younger  brother,  however,  be- 
ing rather  a  novice  in  the  art/  was  too  open  in  disposing  of  the 
goods,  by  which  means  he  was  detected,  and  his  first  return  for 
the  kindness  of  his  brother,  was  to  inform  upon  him,  and  several 
of  his  confederates.  Jack  Shepherd  was  accordingly  apprehend- 
ed, and  committed  to  the  round-house  for  farther  examination. 
This  place  could  not  long  retain  so  bold  a  spirit,  and  marching  off, 
he  that  very  evening  committed  a  robbery,  and  vowed  to  be  re. 
venged  upon  Tom  for  his  ungenerous  conduct. 

Detection  produced  no  reformation.  Jack,', in  company  with 
one  Benson,  attempting  to  steal  a  gentleman's  watch;  was  detect- 
ed and  committed  to  New-prison.     The  first  person  whom  he  dis£ 
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covered  there,  was  his  old  favourite  Bess  Lion,  whovhad  be** 
sent  there  upon  a  similar  errand.  '  After  exerting  all  his  canning 
and  stratagem  in  vain,  Bess  and  he  by  mere  force  escaped,  and 
instantly  repaired  to  her/old  lodgings.'  There  he  remained  con* 
cealed  for  some  time,  but  taking  leare  of  his  friend,  he  again  as- 
sociated with  one  Grace  in  raising  contributions.  These  two 
villains  becoming  acquainted  with  one  Lamb,  an  apprentice  to 
Mr  Carter,  they  enticed  him  to  introduce  them  into  bis  master'* 
boose,  from  whence  they  extracted  goods  to  a  considerable  amount. 
Shepherd  and  Grace,  however,  differed  in  the  division  of  the 
'spoil,  and  betraying  each  other,  Grace  and  Lamb  were  appre* 
(ended.  The  misfortune  of  poor  Lamb,  who. was  so  simply  in* 
yeigled,  excited  the  compassion  of  some  gentlemen,  w^o  mitigated 
his  sentence  to  transportation. 

The  confederates  of  Shepherd,  in  order  to  obtain  a  rea^y  marw 
Jtet  for  their  goods,  employed  one  Field  to  sell  them,  but  he  be- 
ing sometime  dilatory,  they  hired  a  warehouse*  and  there  deposit* 
ed  what  goods  they  stole.  Field,  displeased  at  being  turned  off 
from  his  lucrative  employment,  importuned  them  to  shew  him 
the^r  stores,  as  he  had  several  orders  for  goods,  therefore  couM 
dispose  of  them  to  advantage.  He  was  conducted  to  the  ware* 
bouse  and  shewn  the  goods,  and  though  he  had  not  the  courage 
panfully  to  rob  any  person,  yet  he  emptied  the  warehouse  of  eve* 
ry  rag  it  contained.  * 

In  the  course  of  business,  Shepherd  robbed  a  Mr  Knetbarle9 
and  was  tried  at  the  ensuing  session.  He  appeared  simple  and  al- 
most foohVh  at  his  trial,  all  edging,  as  his  principal  defence,  that 
Jonathan  fPild  had  dbposed  of  part  of  the  goods ;  therefore  h* 
should  be  punished  as  well  as  himself.  He  was  accordingly  senw 
tenced,  and  conducted  himself,  in  the  whole  of  his  defence,  mere 
)ike  an  ignorant  simple  man,  than  one  who  was  formed  to  excel 
in  his  own  or  any  other  profession. 

But  necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention.  While  in  the  con. 
demned  hole,  ^c  prevailed  upon  one  ^qie/f,  whp  was  also  under 
sentence  of  death,  to  lift  him-  up  to  the  iron  spikes  that  were  over 
the  top  of  door  which  looks  into  the  lodge.  By  the  aid  of  a  strong 
tall  woman,  and, two  others,  his  head  apd  shoulders  were  got 
through,  and  the  whole  of  bis  body  following,  he  was  by  them  let 
i*own>  f°dJ  wMout  the  least  suspicion  of  the  keepers,  conveyed 
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through  the  ledge,  put  into  a  hackney  coach,  and  was  out  of 
reach  before  there  was  the  least  notice  of  his  escape, 
•  Bat  Jack  had  scarcely  breathed  the  fresh  jur,  when  he  returned 
to  business.  He  associated  with  one  Page  a  batcher,  who  dress* 
ed  him  in  one  of  his  frocks,  and  went  to  the  highway*  They 
went  to  a  watch-maker's  shop,  in  and  a  daring  manner  broke  open 
one  of  the  glasses,  and  seized  three  watches  before  the  boy  who 
kept  the  shop  could  detect  them.  Upon  this  occasion  Shepherd 
had  the  audacity  to  pass  under  .Newgate. 

But  as  Shepherd  would  not  conceal  himself  nor  give  over  his 
depredations,  he  was  soon  apprehended  and  again  committed  to 
Newgate,  was  pat  into  the  stone. room,  and  loaded  with  irons* 
and  stapled  down  to  the  ground.  .  Being  left  alone,  he  with  a,. 
crooked  nail,  opened  the  lock,  got  free  of  his  chains,  wrought  out 
two  stones  in  the  chimney,  entered  the  red- room,  where  no  per* 
ton  resided,  threw  down  a  door,  got  into  the  chapel,  broke  a  spike 
of  the  door,  and  by  it  opened  four  other  doors,  got  upon  the  roof, 
and  from  hence,  by  the  means  of  his  blanket,  wept  in  at  a  garret 
window;  belonging  to  an  adjacent  house,  and  through  that  house 
ittbo  the  street. 

The  whole  of  this  almost  incredible  exertion  was  rendered  the 
■lore  extraordinary  in  that  his  irons  were  on  all  the  time.  When 
at  liberty,  he  went  into  an  adjoining  field  and  knocked  them  off, 
and,  astonishing  to  relate,  that  very  evening  he  robbed  a  pawn^ 
broker's  house,  where,  among  other  things,  he  found  a  handsome 
rait  of  black  clothes,  in  Which  he  dressed  himself,  and  carried  his 
feooty  to  two  of  his  female  companions* 

.  He  went  now  to  visit  his  companions  in  both  scenes  of  iniquity, 
and,  drinking  at  a  brandy  shop,  he  was  discovered  by  a  boy  who 
knew  him*  He  had  no  sooner  recognised  Jack,  than  he  rnn  to 
give  information,  so  that  he  was  almost  immediately  apprehended, 
and  reconducted  to  his  old  quarters  in  Newgate,  amid  a*  va,*t 
crowd,  who  ran  from  all  parts  to  see  such  an  extraordinary  cha- 
racter ;  but  he  was  so  intoxicated  at  the  time,  that  he  was  scarce, 
ly  conscious  of  bis  miserable  situation.  To  prevent  the  possibility 
of  a  third  escape,  they  never  permitted  him  to  be  alone,  and  they 
made  the  contributions  of  those  who  came  to  see  and  converse 
with  such  .a  singular  character,  pay  for  their  additional  trouble. 

He  was  now  the  topic  of  general  conversation,  and  multitudes** 

z4 
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not  only  of  the  common  ranks  of  society  flocked  to  see  him,  bat 
many  in  the  more  elevated  ranks  of  life.  In  the  most  ridiculous 
and  jocular  manner  he  related  his  adventures,  and  exerted  all  his 
low  wit  and  buffoonry,  to  amuse  those  who  visited  him,  and  to 
extract  money  from  them.  In  this  manner  was  the  last  days  of 
this  unhappy  mortal  spent,  in  diverting  his  mind  from  serious  re- 
flection, and  the  awful  scene  before  him.  Nor  was  he  even  desti- 
tute of  the  hopes  of  pardon,  from  the  distinguished  persons  who 
visited  him,  and  seemed  to  pity  his  misfortune.  But  these  hopes 
were  vain,  and  the  attention  of  those  persons  proved  cruelty . 

He  was  removed  to  the  bar  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and 
an  affidavit  made  that  he  was  the  same  John  Shepherd  mentioned, 
in  the  record  of  conviction.  Judgment  was  awarded  against  him, 
and  the  day  of  his  execution  fixed.  But  such  was  his  strong  de- 
sire of  life,  and  his  belief  that  his  resources  would  never  fail  him, 
that  he  prepared  a  knife  to  cut  the  ropes  of  the  cart  which  should 
carry  him  to  Tyburn,  in  hopes  of  running  off  among  the  crowd. 
This  knife  was,  however,  with  no  small  difficulty,  taken  from 
him  by  force.  As  his  last  refuge  to  provide  against  every  possi- 
ble event,  he  employed  a  friend,  to  whom  he  had  given  all  the 
money  which  he  had  reserved  from  his  visitors,  to  take  his  body 
away  with  all  possible  haste, — put  it  into  a  warm  bed,  and  draw 
a  little  blood,  thns  to  use  every  possible  means  to  recover  life. 
He  finally  enjoined,  that,  if  all  means  should  prove  unsuccessful, 
his-  body  should  be  decently  interred,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
money  given  to  his  poor  mother. 

He  was  conducted  to  the  place  of  execution  in  a  cart,  strongly 
handcuffed.  He  behayed  very  gravely,  confessed  some  of  tbe 
robberies  laid  to  his  charge,  and  exculpated  himself  from  others. 
His  general  dexterity,  and  the  various,  scenes  through  which  he 
]iad  passed,  operated  to  excite,  in  no  common  degree,  the  sympathy 
pf  the  multitude. 


MOLL   RABY. 


Mon.  was  born  in  St  Martin'si-in.the.Fields,  and  at  an  early 
period  shewed  the,  leading  dispositions  of  her  mind      Every  indi. 
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vidual,  as  well  as  every  robber,  has  his  own  particular  inclination, 
and  Moll's  fort  was,  in  giving  employment  and  distress  to  those 
who  kept  lodgings. 

She  took  lodgings  in  Great  Russell  street,  under  the  character 
of  a  great  heiress  who  had  left  the  country  because  of  her  nume- 
rous suitors.     During  the  long  space  of  two  .weeks,  she  appeared 
a  saint  and  a  persecuted  christian.     Nor  was  she  deficient  in  her 
dress  more  than  her  language  and  conversation,  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  art  of  deceiving.     One  day,  understanding  that  all  the  fa- 
mily were  to  be  absent  but  the  maid,  she  embraced  this  opportu- 
nity to  change  her  lodgings.     She  sent  for  a  porter,   gave  him  a 
bill  upon  a  banker  in  London  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
which  she  requested  him  to  bring  to  her  in  gold,  and,  lest  any  acci. 
dent  should  happen,  or  the  porter  act  improperly  with  such  a  sum, 
she  requested  the  maid  to  go  along  with  him.    Dreading  no  harm, 
the  girl  went  along  with*  him,  and  they  were  almost  detained  as  two 
sharpers.     But  mentioning  from  whence  they  came,  a  servant  was1 
sent  home  with  them  to  discover  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  mat- 
ter.     It  so  happened,  however,  that  before  their  return  Moll  had 
decamped  with  eighty  pounds  in  money,  one  hundred  and  sixty  in 
plate,  and  several  other  things  to  a  copsiderable  value. 

Nor  did  she  long  escape  detection.  She  was  thrice  burnt  in  the 
hand.  Moll's  line  of  life  did  not  doom  her  to  the  garret ;  but  she 
gave  her  hand  to  a  tender-hearted  butcher,  whom  she  taught  to 
collect  upon  the  road,  instead  of  serving  the  table  of  an  ungene- 
rous  public.  Nor  was  she  deficient,  in  her  own  way,  in  bringing 
a  little  to  the  common  stock.  Her  husband,  however,  died, 
and  Moll  was  left  to  shift  for  herself. 

In  her  first  exploit  she  was  severely  tried.  Being  upon,  the 
stroll,  she  went  up-stairs  into  a  house,  and  entered  a  bed-cham- 
ber, and  hid  herself  under  the  bed.  In  about  an  hour  a  couple  of 
footmen  brought  in  candles,  while  the  maid,  with  great  alacrity, 
laid  the  cloth.  The  table  was  furnished  with  two  or  three  dishes, 
and  five  or  six  people  sat  down  to  supper,  besides  children.  Poor 
Moll  trembled  for  fear,  and  knew  not  how  to  conduct  herself. 
There  was  a  dog  in  the  room,  who  snarled  and  quarrelled  with  the 
cat  about  every  bone.  To  silence  their  clamour,  and  to  prevent 
their  quarrelling,  one  of  the  servants  threw  a  fire-shovel  at  the  ani- 
mals, which  wounded  Moll  in  the  face.   The  cat  rushed  out  below 
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the  bed,  but  the  dog  continued  to  snarl,  and  nothing  would  pacify 
him.  Accordingly  one  of  the  servants  threw  a  fork  at  him,  wbicb 
gave  Moll  another  scar.  Snpper  at  last  being  ended,  and  all 
withdrawing,  Moll  escaped  without  detection,  taking  the  sheets. 
of  the  bed  with  her,  as  a  small  recompense,  for  the  pun  she  bad 
undergone. 

At  another  time  Moll  was  drinking  at  an  alehouse,  and  ob- 
serving the  landlady  sleeping  by  the  fireside  with  a  pearl  necklace 
on,  Moll's  eyes  sparkled,  and  sending  the  maid  to  the  cellar  for 
another  pot  to  her  and  her  companion,  she  cnt  off  the  necklace 
with  a  pair  of  scissars,  and  taking  the  pearls  off  the  string,  swsl* 
lowed  them  before  they  had  finished  their  pot;  the  landlady  awoke, 
and  missing  the  necklace,  charged  Moll  and  her  companion  with 
it.  They  both  went  into  another  room,  and  stripping  themselves, 
demonstrated  their  innocence. 

Moll  continued  her  evil  courses,  but,  upon  the  information  of 
two  villains,  she  was  sentenced,  and,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  suffered 
at  Tyburn.  She  acknowledged  her  crime,  bewailed  the  wicked* 
lies  of  her  life,  and  prayed  for  forgiveness  of  all  her  offences. 


WILLIAM  GET.TINGS. 

William's  father  was  a  grazier  in  Herefordshire,  and  he  lived 
with  him  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  then  came  up  to  Lon- 
don. Sometimes  in  the  capacity  of  a  footman,  and  sometimes  in 
that  of  a  butler,  he  spent  five  years  in  a  very  irreproachable  man* 
ner.  Unfortunately,  however,  he  became  acquainted  with  evil 
company,  and  soon  became  corrupted  both  in  principles  and  ia 
practice. 

He  began  his  course  under  thel  name  of  William  Smith,  and 
traded  in  the  smaller  matter  of  pilfering.  In,  the  dress  of  a  porter, 
he  one  evening  went  into  the  house  of  a  doctor  of  medicine,  took 
down  a  rich  bed,  and  packed  it  up.  In  carrying  it  off  he  fell 
dowjn.stairs,  and  had  almost  broke  his  neck.  The  noise  alarm- 
mg  the  old  Doctor  and  his  son,  they  came  running  to  see  what  Was 
the  matter ;  whereupon  Gettings,  puffing  and  blowing,  as  if  he  was 


(nite  out  of  breath,  perceiving  them  nearer  than  they  should  be, 
Hid  to  the  Doctor,  *4  Is  not  your  name  so  and  so  ?"  "  Yes,"  re* 
plied  the  Doctor,  and  what  then  ?  '«  Why,  then,  Sir,1'  said  WiU 
Uam  Jottings,  "  there's  one  Mr  Hugh  Hen  ?od  Penhenribu$\ 
has  ordered  me  to  bring  these  goods  hither,  which  have,  almost 
broke  my  back,  and  fetch  them  away  to  a  new  lodging,  which  he 
bai  take©  some  way  hereabouts."  "  Mr  Hugh-  Hen  and  Penhen- 
ribus,"  replied  the  Doctor  again,  *<  Pray  who's  he?  for,  to  the 
tpst  of  my  knowledge,  (  dont  know  any  such  gentleman :"  1  can't 
tell  for  that,"  said  Gettings,"  but  indeed  the  gentleman  knows 
you,  and  ordered  me  to  leave  the  goods  here."  "I  don't  care  " 
$aid  the  Doctor,  u  how  well  he  knows  me  !  1  tell  you  I'll  not  take 
the  people's  goods,  unless  they  were  here  themselves  ;  therefore,  I 
Bay,  carry  them  away  !"  "  Nay,  pray  Sir,"  said  Gettings,  let  roe 
leave  the  goods  here,  for  I  am  quite  weary  already  in  bringing  them 
hither."  «*  1  tell  you,"  replied  the  Doctor,"  "  there  shall  none 
be  left  here ;  therefore  take  them  away,  or  I'll  throw  them  into  the 
street !"  «  Well,  well,1'  said  Gettings,  "  I'll  take  the  goodi 
away  then  ;  but  I'm  sure  the  gentleman  will  be  very  angry,  be« 
cause  he  ordered  me  to  leave  them  here."  "  I  don't  care,"  re- 
plied the  Doe  tor,"  for  his  anger,  nor  your's  neither!  I  tell  you 
111  takfe  no  charge  of  other,  people's  goods,  unless  they  were  here 
themselves  to  put  them  into  my  custody !"  '<  Very  well,  Sir,"  said 
Gettings,"  since  I  must  carry  them  away,  I  beg  the  favour  of  you 
and  the  gentleman  there  to  lift  them  on  my  back."  "  Aye,  aye, 
*'  with  all  my  heart,"  replied  the  Doctor,  *'  Come,  son,  and  lend 
a. hand  to  lift  them  on  the  fellow's  back." 

Scarcely  was.  William  gone,  when  the  Doctor's  wife  coming  home 
from  the  market,  and  going  into  the  roam,  saw  the  bed  taken 
down,   and  came  running  in  a  great  passion  to  her  husband,  ex« 
claiming,  "-  Why,  truly,  this  is  a  most  strange  business,  that  I 
can  never  stir  out  of  doors,  but  you  must  be  making  some  whimsi* 
cal  alteration  or  other  in. the  house  !"  "  What's  the  matter,"  re* 
plied  the  Doctor,  "  with  {he  woman  ?  Are  yon  beside  yourself?". 
'.*  No,"  said  the  wife,  "  but  truly  you  are,  in  thus  altering  things 
as  yon  do,  almost  every  moment  1"  "  Certainly,  my  dear,"  replied 
the  Doctor,  "  you  must  have  been  spending  your  market,  penny, 
or  else  you  would  not  talk  at  this  rate,  as  you  do,  of  alterations, 
when  not  the  smallest  have  been  made  since  you  have  gone  out  l>t 
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Quoth  the  wife,  "  I  am  not  blind,  1  think,  for  I  am  sure  the  bed 
is  taken  out  of  the  room  two  pair  of  stairs  backward ;  and  pray 
husband  where  dp  you  design  to  put  it  now  ?"  The  Doctor  and  hit 
son  then  went  up. stairs,  and  not  only  fonnd  that  the  bed  was  sto- 
len, but  that  they  had  assisted  the  thief  to  carry  it  off. 

Our  hero  next  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  upon  the  highway,  and 
meeting  with  a  sharper  on  the  road,  he  commanded  him  to  u  stand 
end  deliver!"  He  robbed  him  of  two-pence-half penny,  when  the 
sharper  remarked,  that  "  the  world  was  come,'  indeed,  to  a  very 
sad  pass,  when  one  rogue  must  prey  upon  another." 

He  next  robbed  a  man  of  twelve. shillings  and  a  pair  of  silver 
buckles.  From  hence  he,  proceeded  to  rob  the  stage.coach,  and 
recovered  some  money  and  a  silver  watch.  Not  long  after  he  rob- 
bed Squire  Dashwood  and  his  lady  of  a  gold  watch  and  some  money. 

These,  however,  were  only  smaller  exhibitions  of  his  dexterity. 
One  evening,  well-mounted,  he  passed  by  Tooling  in  Richmond, 
and  perceiving  Sir  James  B— —  walking  in  his  gardens,  he 
inquired  of  the  gardener,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  view  the 
gardens,  of  which  he  had  heard  so  much. 

The  gardener,  well  acquainted  with  the  vanity  and  benevolence 
of  his  master,  granted  his  request.  Giving  his  horse  to  the  gar- 
dener, he  walked  forward,  and,  in  a  very  respectful  manner,  ac- 
costed the  squire,  who  received  him  very  courteously,  and  sitting 
down  together  in  an  arbour,  Gettings  said,  u  Your  worship  has 
got  a  very  fine  diamond  ring  upon  your  finger :"  "  Yes,"  replied 
Sir  James,  "  It  ought  to  be  a- very  fine  one,  for  it  cost  me  a  very 
fine  price."  <<  Why,  then,"  said  Gettings,  "  It  is  the  fitter  to  be- 
stow on  a  friend  ;  therefore,  if  your  worship  pleases,  I  must  make 
bold  to  take  it  and  wear  it  for  yoar  sake."  Sir  James  stared  at 
his  impudence,  but  Gettings  presented  a  pistol,  and  made  a  short 
process  of  the  matter.  Having  taken  the  riog^  he  added,  "  I  am 
sure  your  Lordship  does  not  go  without  a  good  watch,  too." 
Making  free  with  that  also,  and  some  guineas,  he  bound  the  gen- 
tleman, and  went  off  with  his  booty,  requesting  the  good  squire  to 
be  patient,  and  he  would  send  some  person  to  set  him  at  liberty. 
When  he  came  to  the  gate,  he  gav«  the  gardener  a  shilling,  in- 
forming him  that  Sir  James  wanted  to  speak  to  him.  fie  accord- 
ingly went  and  untied  his  master,  who  returned  him  thanks  for 
wading  a  man  into  his  own  garden  to  rob  him. 
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{  Upon  another  day  he  undertook  a  long  journey,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  robbing  the  house  of  a  friend,  and  he  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  all  parts *of  the  house,  he  was  successful,  and  brought 
off  money,  plate,  and  goods,  to  a  considerable  amount.  He  at 
last  robbed  Squire  Harrison  of  four  guineas,  some  silver,  and  a 
watch  ;  and  being  detected,  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and. execut- 
ed, in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  age. 


CAPTAIN   URATZ. 

This  robber  was  the  son  of  a  gentleman  in  Pomerania.  The 
scantiness  of  his  fortune  determined  him  to  commence  highwayman, 
and  he  had  so  much  temerity,  that  he  would  undertake  what  was 
sufficient  for  six  men .  One  day  he  attacked  the  King  of  Poland, 
4he  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  their  attendants,  and  seized  as  many 
diamonds  as  brought  htm  eight  thousand  ducatoons,  besides  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  gold.  He  also  continued  his  depredations  in 
Hungary,  until  he  acquired  as  much  money  as  purchased  a  Cap- 
tain's commission  in  the  German  service. 

In  this  station  he  became  acquainted  with  Count  Kontngsmark, 
who,  being  disappointed  in  a  young  lady,  by  the  more  successful 
addresses  of  Thomas  Thynn,  Esq.— the  Count  was  so,  enraged, 
that  he  was  resolved  that  nothing  but  the  fortunate  lover's  life  would 
satiate  his  revenge.  He  intimated  his  desire  to  Captain  Uratz, 
who  procured  John  Stern,  lieutenant,  and  George  Borosky,  who 
way-laid  Mr  Thynn  in  his  coach,  shot  him  with  a  blunderbuss,  and 
he  died  in  a  few  day 9* 

The  murderers  were  apprehended,  committed  to  Newgate,  and 
being  tried,  were  sentenced  to  death. 

While  Captain  Uratz  was  under  sentence,  he  was  visited  by 
Dr  Herneck  and  'Dr  Burnet.  The  former  of  these  divines  says, 
4 'That  putting  the  criminal  in  mind  of  the  all -seeing  eye  who 
knew  his  crimes,  though  he  concealed  them  from  man,  he  said,  that 
be  had  far  other  apprehensions  of  God  than  I  had,  and  was  confident 
that  he  would  consider  a  gentleman  according  to  his  rank,  and 
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would  not  be  offended,  if  a  soldier,  who  lived  by  the  sword,  shoale 
revenge  an  affront. 

"  I  replied,  tbat  there  was  only  one  way  to  eternal  happiness, 
and  that  God  had  made  no  difference  between  any  man  in  that 
respect ;  and  that  revenge  in  a  gentleman  as  well  as  in  a  peasant) 
was  criminal  in  his  sight ;  and  that  he  would  not  pardon  it  with* 
out  repentance.  He  asked  what  I  meant  by  repentance.  1  re* 
plied,  that  it  was  to  hate  and  to  avoid  sin.  '  The  captain  replied) 
that  though  he  was  to  live,  he  would  always  give  any  man  as  good 
as  he  brought,  with  many  other  similar  expressions,  that  made 
such  an  unpleasant  impression  upon  my  mind,  that  I  left  him." 

Dr  Herneck  adds,  that  "  the  last  time  I  visited  him,  I  said* 
that  I  hoped  that  he  had  seriously  reflected  upon  his  situation, 
and  that  he  had  a  better  sense  of  his  character,  than  when  I  saw 
him  last  He  said  he  was  ignorant  of  my  meaning,  f  explained* 
He  replied,  that  be  was  convinced  that  he  was  a  great  sinner,-* 
that  he  truly  repented,  and  was  confident  that  God  had  forgiven 
him  ;  that  be  could  not  well  understand  the  English  Divines,  who 
pressed  him  to  declare  things  contrary  to  truth ;  and  he  was  the 
more  surprised  at  this,  because  our  church  was  against  anrfculftr 
confession.  When  he  had  finished  his  speech,  I  informed  him, 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  bis  sentiments  concerning  the  Charcb  of 
England,  who  neither  repealed  private  confessions,  nor  obliged 
offenders  to  confess  contrary  to  the  truth ;  that  the  confession  be 
was  exhorted  to,  was  a  public  confession  of  a  public  offence ;  and 
I  farther  informed  him,  that  the  blood  of  Christ  was  only  applied 
to  the  penitent,  and  that  true  repentance  most  discover  itself  m 
meekness,  humility,  tender-heartedness,  compassion,  righteous- 
ness, candid  confession  and  reparation,  in  so  far  as  in  oar  power* 
as,  notwithstanding  the  blood  of  Christ,  men  might  drop  into  beU. 
Upon  this  he  replied,  that  he  did  not  fear  hell.  I  answered*  that 
probably  he  did  not  believe  in  any,  or  it  might  be  an  easy  ode  of 
lis  own  making.  He  said,  he  was -not  such  a  fool  as  to  believe 
tbat  soul's  could  fry  in  material  fire,  or  be  roasted  as  meat  upon  a 
great  hearth  ;  or  in  a  kitchen,  pointing  to  the  chimney.  He  be- 
lieved, that  the  punisbment  of  the  wicked  consisted  in  depriva- 
tion from  the  presence  of  God ;  upon  which  deprivation,  there 
arose  a  terror  and  anguish  in  their  minds,  because  they  had  mis- 
sed so  great  a  happiness*    He  added,  that  possibly  I  might  tbink 
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nisn  ah  Athfest;  bat  lie  was  to  far  from  that^  that  he  could  scarce. 
ly  suppose  that  there  was  a  man  so  Sottish  in  the  world,  as  not  to 
believe  in  the  being  of  a  God,  gracious,  just,  and  generous  to  his 
creatures  }  nor  could  any  man,  who  was  not  either  mad  or  drunk, 
befie've  that  things  lame  fortuitously,  or  that  this  world  was  go* 
verned  by  chance.  I  said,  that  I  was  glad  to  find  him  settled  in 
the  reasonableness  of  that  principle,;  and  for  material  fire,  I 
would  not  quarrel  with  him  for  denying  it,  but  rather  supposed, 
that  the  fire  and  brimstone  spoken  of  in  scripture,  where  emblems 
of  those  inward  terrors  which  would  gnaw  and  tear  the  conscien- 
ces of  impenitent  sinners  ;  but  still,  this  was  a  greater  punishment 
than  material  fire,  and  that  this  punishment  he  had  reason  to  fear5 
without  a  sincere  repentance •  I  was  once  in  doubt,  whether  I 
should  publish  his  answers,  as  some  of  them  approach  to  profane* 
iess ;  but  I  have  done  it  in  hopes  that  these  may  be  a  warning,  to 
prevent  others  from  running  into  the  same  erroneous  sentiments. 
He  seemed  to  be  carried  away  wfyh  false  conceptions  of  honour, 
and  bravery,  and  to  view  God  as  some  generous  but  partial  Prince, 
Who  would  regard  men's  rank  and  quality,  and  make  great  allow* 
ancesr  for  breeding  and  education.9' 

-  Doctor  Burnet,  has  also  recorded  the  substance  of  his  conversa- 
tions with  him.  Among  other  things  the  Doctor  says,  "  when  t 
saw  him  at  the  place  of  execution  he  smiled,  and  before  I  spoke 
to  him,  said,  "  that  I  should  see  that  it  Was  not  a  false  bravery, 
but  that  he  was  fearless  to  the  last."  I  wished  him  to  consider 
Well  upon  what  he  grounded  his  confidence.  He  said,  that  he  was 
sure  to  be  received  into  heaven,  and  that  his  sins  were  forgiven.  I 
asked  him  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say  to  the  people.  He  said,  no* 
After  he  had  whispered  a  little  to  a  gentleman,  he  was  willing 
that  die  rope  should  be  tied  to  the  gibbet.  He  called  for  the  Ger- 
man minister,  who  could  not  get  near  for  the  crowd.  He  desired 
me  to  pray  in  French,  but  1  told  him,  that,  as  he  understood  En, 
fclifch,  1  would  pray  in  that  language.  I  observed  that  he  had 
some  touches  in  his  mind,  when  I  offered  up  that  petition,  that 
for  the  sake  of  the  blood  of  Christ,  the  innocent  blood  shed  in 
that  place  might  be  forgiven,  and  that  the  cry  of  the  one  fot 
mercy,  might  prevail  over  the  cry  of  the  other  for  justice.  At 
these  words,  he  looked  up  to  heaven  with  the  greatest  fervour  I 
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had  pt  any  time  observed  him.    After  prayer  he  said  nothing,  bjti 
that  he  was  now  going  to  be  happy  with  God/' 

He  continued  in  his  undaunted  manner,  looking  op  often  to 
heaven,  and  sometimes  round  upon  the  spectators.  After  he  and 
his  two  fellow-sufferers  had  stood  about  half  an  hour  under  the 
gibbet,  they  were  asked  to  give  the  signal ;  so  in  a  little  time  the 
cart  was  driven  forward*  .  II is  fellow* sufferers  were  also  grave 
and  penitent. 


LEWIS    HOUSSART. 

Trtis  man  was  born  in  Sedan,  in  Champaign©  in  France,  and 
educated  as  a  surgeon.  While  Anne  Rondeau  his'  wife  was  alive* 
he  married  another  woman,  and,  when  about  to  sit  down  to  sup* 
per  on  the  wedding  night,  he  went  out  a  little,  and  murdered  his 
first  wife.  He  was  apprehended  and  tried,  but  the  evidence  not 
being  complete,  he  was  acquitted. 

He  was  then  indicted  for  bigamy,  and  scarcely  making  any  de- 
fence, he  was  found  guilty.  •  He  said,  **  that  he  did  not  trouble 
himself  to  preserve  so  much  as  his  reputation  in  that  respectt;  for, 
in  the  first  p\ace,  he  knew  that  they  were  resolved  to  convict 
him ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  his  wife  was  a  Socinian,  an  irnu 
tional  creature,  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  no  nation  nor  peo- 
ple, because  she  was  no  Christian  ;  and,  agreeable  to  the  injunc- 
tions of  scripture,  "  with  such  a  one  have  no  conversation,  no* 
not  so  much  as  to  eat."  An  appeal  was  then  lodged  against  him 
by  Solbman  Rondeau,  the  brother  and  heir  to  Anne  Rondeau* 
on  the  following  points. 

That  at  the  time  he  was  at  supper  in  his  new  wife's  house^  he 
started  on  a  sudden,  looked  aghast,  and  seemed  to  be  very  much 
frighted.  A  little  boy  deposed,  that  he  gave  him  money  to  go  to 
his  own  house  in  a  little  court,  and  fetch  the  mother  of  the  de- 
ceased Anne  Rondeau  to  a  gentleman,  who  would  be  at  such  a 
place,  and  stay  for  her.  When  the  mother  returned  from  that  place* 
where  she  found  no  person  wanting  her,  she  was  very  much  out 
of  humour  at  the  boy,  but  was  struck  with  horror  at  finding  her 
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daughter  murdered  the  moment  she  entered  the  house.  Though 
this  boy  was  young,  yet  he  singled  out  Uoussart  from  among  the 
prisoners  in  Newgate.  Upon  thls^  add  several  other  corrobo- 
ratipg  Circumstances,  the  jury  found  him  guilty, 
-  While  in  the  condemned  hole,  he  behaved  himself  in  a  very  im- 
proper inanner,  threw  odt  the  most  opprobrious  natries  against  the 
judges,  and  declared  that  he  was  innocent.  And,  when  admonish* 
ed  not  to  use  such  unbecoming  words,  he  said,'  "  that  he  was 
sorry  that  he  did  not  more  fully  .expose  British  justice  upon 
the  spot  at  the  Old  Bailey;  And,  ttttt  now,  since  they  had  tied  up 
his  hands  from  acting,  he  would  at  least  have  satisfaction  in  say* 
ing  what  he  pleased." 

Upon  the  news  of  his  saa  situation,  his  brother  came  over  from 
Holland  to  visit  him,— condoling  with  him  pa  his  urihappy,fate. 
Instead  of  acting  in  a1  manner  becoming  his  situation,  or  the 
kindness  of  his  brother,  he  made  light  of  the  case,  and  talked  of 
the  death  of  his  wife,  and  his  own  confinement,  in  such  terms,  that 
his  brother  left  him  abruptly j  and  returned  home,  more  shocked 
at  the  brutality,  than  grieved  for  the  misfortune,  of  his  brother* 

He  was  a  considerable  time  in  prison  before  he  received  sen* 
tence,  and  during  that  time  had  many  visits,  but  he  was  most 
partial  to  John  Shepherd,  who  entered  into  conversation  that 

suited  his  vicious  dispositions.     His  sentiments  concerning  reli- 
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giou  and afujture  state  were  totally  erroneous,  and  were  exceed* 
ingly  hurtful  to  the^  other  prisoners.  He  persisted  in  maintaining 
his  innocence,  and  no  means  that  could  be  used,  nor  any. experi- 
ment could  prevail  upon  him,  to  acknowledge  the  justice  of  his 
sentence.  At  the  place  of  execution,  he  delivered  the  following 
paper,  which  contains  a  few  more  circumstances  of  his  life  and 
character.  *'  I  Lovi  Houssart  Aim  forty  tears  old,  and  was  born 
in  Sedan j  a  totfn  in  Champaigne,  near  Boulbrinois,  I  have  left 
Franee.above  fourteen  years  ago.  I  was  an  apprentice  to  a  sur- 
geon  at  Amsterdam*  and,  after  examination,  was  allowed  by  the' 
college  to  be  qualified  for  the  business,  so  that  i  intended  to  go 
aboard  a  ship  as  a  surgeon,  but  I  never  have  my  health  at  sea.t.  I 
dwelt  sometime  at  Maastricht,  on  the  Dutch  Brabant,  where  my 
aged  father  and  mother  now  dwell.  I  travelled  through  Holland, 
and  in  almost  every  town.  My  two  sisters  are  in  France,  and 
also  many  of  my  relations,  for  the  earth  has  scarce  any  family 
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more  numerous  than  ours.  Seven  or  eight  years  I  have  been  in 
London,  and  here  I  met  with  Anne  Rondeau,  who  was  born  at 
the  same  village  with  me,  and  therefore  I  loved  her.  After  I  had 
left  her,  she  wrote  to  me,  and  said  she  would  reveal  a  secret,  and 
she  told  me  she  had  not  been  chaste,  and  the  consequence  was 
upon  her ;  upon  which  I  gave  her  my  best  help  and  assistance* 
Since  she  is 'dead,  I  hope  her  soul  is  happy." 


JONATHAN    WILD. 

i      \ 

Jonathan  was  the  son  of  a  carpenter,  whose  family  consisted 
of  thf«  e  hons  and  two  daughters.  Jonathan  was  the  eldest,  and 
having  received  such  an  education  as  his  father's  circumstances 
would  permit,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  in  Birmingham.  "  He 
came  up  to  London,  and  was  sometime  a  gentleman's  -servant. 
But  not  relishing  that  mode  of  life,  he  returned  to  his  business, 
and  wrought  very  diligently. 

He  returned  to  London,  and  during  some  time  wrought  as  a 
journeyman.  He,  however,  living  above  his  income,  was  arrested 
for  debt.  In  prison  he  was  scarcely  able  to  exist  upon  the  cha- 
rity of  the  prisoners,  but  he  was  soon  made  under. keeper  to  those 
disorderly  persons  who  were  brought  in  at  night.       * 

Jonathan  now  learned  the  way  of  getting  money  from  these 
people,  in  return  for  instructing  them  how  to  obtain  their  liberty. 
Here  was  a  woman  called  Mary  Milliner,  who  instructed  him  to 
acquire  money  by  means  to  which  he  was  an  entire  stranger.  By 
her  he  was  made  acquainted  with  all  those  gangs  of  profligate 
persons  that  infested  the  town,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  pro- 
secuted their  schemes.  Thus  instructed,  he  became  a  director 
among  them,  and  though  he  never  went  upon  the  road,  he  obtain- 
ed more  money  than  some  who  submitted  to  the  danger  and  the 
toil  of  procuring  it. 

It  was  the  ancient  custom,  that  thieves  had  persons  that  were 
ready  to  receive  and  dispose  of  their  goods ;  but  an  act  being  pass* 
ed,  by  which  those  who  purchased  or  received  stolen  goods,  know* 
ing  them  to  be  so,  were  guilty  of  a  capital  crime,  it  became,  more 
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difficult  for  them  to  dispose  of  their  booty.  The  result  was,  that 
the  trad*  was  almost  reduced  to  nothing,  But  the  ingenuity  of 
Wild  gave  a  new  turn  to  that  commerce.   - 

Upon  any  person  being  fobbed,  he  obtained  intelligence  where 
the  goods  were  deposited,  and  the  persons  front  whom  they 
had  been  taken ;  and,  upon  pretence  of  restoring  'them  again, 
received  a  considerable  gratuity.  He  in  a  short  time  had  all  the 
villains  in  the  own  under  his  controul,  and  was  sure  to  hang  a 
few  of  them  every  season,  to  maintain  his  consequence  among 
them,  and  to  inspire  terror,  not  for  the  law,*  but  for  himself.  If 
any  title  could  sufficiently  exhibit  Jonathan's  character,  it  wtyi 
that  of  t*  Director  General  of  the  united  forces  of  highwaymen, 
housebreaker*,  foot. pads,  pick-pocfeefs,  and  private  thieves.79 

In  process  of  time,  however,'  he  laid  aside  his  caution,  took  a 
a  larger  house,  and  both  be  and  the  woman  who  was  called  his 
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wife,  pressed  more  elegantly,  and  Opened  a  public  office  for  re- 
storing stolen  goods-  His  fame  soon  circulated,  and  persons  of 
no  small  distinction  applied  to  Wild  for  the  recovery  of  watches 
they  had  lost  in  their  nightly  ramblings,  or  goods  which  ^ere  ex- 
tracted from  their  houses. 

When  any  tame  upon  business  to  the  office,  a  crown  was  depo- 
sited  to  meet  incidental  ex  peaces.  A  large  book  was  kept,  the 
loser  was  examined  with  great  minuteness,  as  to  the  time,  the 
place;  the  manner,  and  the  quantity  of  goods  stolen.  The  pec. 
son  was  dismissed  with  assurances  that  every  possible  search  would 
bp  made.  When  he  returned,  the  same  would  be  repeated,  awd 
the  persori  informed  that  they  were  not  yet  found}  though  perhaps 
they  were  in  his  house  the  first  time  the  persori  called.  Perhaps, 
after  a  few  more  calls,  Wild  Would  inform  the  person,  "  That, 
provided  no  questions  were  sisked,  and  he  gave  so  much  money  to 
ihe  porter  who  brought  them;  the  goods  would  be  returned  at  such 
an  hour.  At  the  s?roe  time  Wild  would  protest,  in  the  most  open 
and  frank  manner,  u  That  whit  he  did,  was  purely  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  doing  good  ;  as  to  a  gratuity  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken, 
'  he  left  it  totally  to  themselves."  And  when  money  was  presented, 
he  received  it  With  negligence  and  reluctance.   ^ 

In  this  manner  he  avoided  the  force  of  I4w.  He  neither  saw 
the  thief,  nor  received  the  goods  from  him.  It  was  not  long,  how. 
fcvefj  when  he  received  the  goods  into  his  possession,  giving  the 
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thief  what  share  of  the  plunder  he  pleased*  and  if  he  was  not  SU 
tisfied  with  Wild's  offer,  he  was  pretty  certain  of  detection  and  the 
gallows. 

After  Wild  had  carried  on  his  plan  for  several  years,  an  act  of 
Parliament  passed,  chiefly  directed-  against  him,  which  declared 
it  capital  to  recover  stolen  goods  in  his  way.  Though  Wild  was 
prudent  and  cautious  in  the  extreme,  during  the  first  years  of  his 
practice,  yet,  in  bis  latter  years,  he  became  hardened  and  care* 
less  ;  therefore,  continuing  his  practices,  in  defiance  of  that  law, 
he  was  apprehended,  tried,  and  condemned.  When  the  usual 
question  was  put  to  him,  "  What  have  you  to  say  why  judgment 
of  death  shall  not  pass  upon  you  ?"— he,  in  a  very  feeble  voice, 
said  :  "My  Lord,  I  hope  I  may,  even  4n  the  sad  condition  ia 
which  I  stand,  pretend  to  some  little  merit,  in  respect  to  the  ser- 
vices I  have  done  my  country,  in  delivering  it  from  some  of  the 
greatest  pebts  with  which  it  was  ever  troubled.  My  Lord,  I  have 
brought  many  a  bold  and  daring  malefactor  to  just  punishment, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  my  own  life  ;  my  body  being  covered  with 
scares  received  in  these  undertakings.  1  presume,  my  Lord,  to 
say,  I  have  some  merit,  because  at  these  time  the  things  were  done, 
they  were  esteemed  meritorious  by  the  Government ;  and  therefore 
I  beg,  my  Lord,  some  compassion  may  be  shewn  upon  the  score 
of  these  services.  I  submit  myself  wholly  to  his  Majesty 's  mercy, 
and  humbly  beg  a  favourable  report  of  my  case. 

Under  sentence  of  death,  his  conduct  was  unsuitable  to  his  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  day  before  his  execution,  he  drank  a  large 
quantity  of  laudanum,  but  having  emitted  it,  it  had  not  the  desir- 
ed effect.  Instead  of  expressing  compassion,  the  multitude,  when 
.he,  was  conveying  in  the  cart  to  Tyburn,  threw  stones  and  mod, 
and  exulted  in  his  fall*  The  executioner  allowed  him  to  sit  a  lit. 
tie  in  the  cart,  and  the  multitude  became  enraged,  calling  up. 
on  the  executioner  to  dispatch  him,  or  they  would  tear  him  te 
pieces. 
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Tom  was  a  native  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;  his  father  was  a 
tfathier,  whose  business  he  followed,  until  he  was  two  and  twenty- 
years  of  age.  In  that  period,  however,  the  leading  dispositions 
of  his  mind  were  displayed,  by  extravagance,  and  running  into 
debt.  In  order,  therefore,  to  retrieve  his  circumstances,  he  went 
upon  the  highway* 

In  gratitude  for  bis  father's  kindness,  he  commenced  with  rob- 
bing him  of  eighty  pounds  and  a  good  horse.  Unaccustomed  to 
such  work,  he  rode,  under  the  impression  that  he  was  pursued  and 
in  danger  of  being  taken,  no  less  than  forty  miles.  Arriving  at 
Staffordshire,  be  attacked  and  robbed  the  stage-coach  of  a  consi- 
derable booty.  During  the  scuffle,  several  shots  we*e  fired  at  the 
passengers,  but  no  injury  was  done. 

A  monkey,  belongiag  to  one  of  the  passengers,  being  tied  be- 
hind the  coach,  was  so  frightened  with  the  firing,  that  he  broke 
his  chain,  and  ran_  for  his  life.     At  night,  as  a  countryman  was 
coming  over  a  gate,  Pug  'leaped  out  of  the  hedge  upon  his  back, 
and  clung  very  fast.     The,  poor  man,  who  had  never  seen  such 
an  animal,  imagined  .that  he:  was  no  less  a  person  than  the  devil ;  • 
and  when  he  came  home,  thundered  at  the  door.     His  wife  look- 
ed out  at  the  window,  and  asked  him-  what  he  had  got.  "  The  de- 
vjl !"  cried  he,  and  entreated  that  she  would  go  to  the  parson,  and 
beg  his  assistance.     "  Nay,"  quoth  she,  "  you  shall  not  bring 
the  devil-in  here.     If  you  belong  to 'him,  I  don't  $— -so  be  content 
to  go  without  my  company'."     Poor  Hob  was  obliged  to  w ait  at  his 
door,  until  one  of  his  neighbours,  wiser  than  the  rest,  came,  and, 
with  a  few  apples  and  pears,  dispossessed  him  of  the  devil,,  and  got 
htm  for  his  reward.     He  accordingly  carried  him  to  the  owner, 
and  received  a  suitable  reward. 

It  seem*  d  to  be  Jones's  fortune,  that  amusement  should  in\ng\e  • 
withr  his  adventures.     An  attorney1  had  been,  at  a  friend's  house 
in  the  country,  and  was  returning  home  rather  too  well  primed 
with  country  punch.     Tom  and'  he  met* upon  the  road,  and  while 
our   hero  wa$  endeavouring  to  lessen  the  weight  of  the  lawyer  a. 
pockets,  the  son  of  the  quill  emptied  the  contents  of  his  stomach 
in  Jones's  face.      He  was  both  besmeared  and  btinded,  and  had 
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not  the  sight  of  six  pounds  and  more  from  the  other's  pockets  re. 
stored  his  sight  and  calmed  bis  passion*  the  consequences*  might 
have  been  rather  serious  than  jocular. 

Tom's  next  adventure  was  with  a  quaker,  who  formerly  kepi  a 
button  shop,  but,  as  he  was  reduced  in  his  circumstance's,  he  was 
going  down  to  the  country  to  avoid  an  arrest.     In  this  situation 
he  was  more  afraid  of  a.  bailiff  than  a  robber.      Therefore,  when 
Tom  took  hold  of  him  by  the  throat,  Broadbrim  very  gravely  said, 
"  At  whose  suit  dost  thou  detain  me  ?"     "I  detain  thee  on  my 
own  salt,  and  my  demand  is  for  all  thy  substance. V  •  The  quaker 
discovered  his  mistake,  £ut  added,  u. Truly,  friend,  I  don't  know 
thee,  nor  can  I  indeed  imagine  that  ever  thee  and  I  had  any 
dealings  together."     "  You  shall  find  then,"  said  Jones,  "That 
we  shall  deal  together  now,"      He  then  presented  his  pistol. 
.  "  Fray,  neighbour,  use  no  violence,  for  if  thou  earnest  me  to  jail, 
I  am  undone.     I  have  fourteen  guineas  about  me,  and  If  that 
will  satisfy  thee,  thou  art  welcome  to  take  them.     Here  they  are, 
and  give  me  leave  to  assure  thee,  that4 1  have  frequently  stopped  the 
month  of  a  bailiff  with  a  much  less  sum,  and  made  him  affirm  to  my 
creditors  that  he  could  not  find  me."  •   Jones  received  the  money, 
and  replied,  ".  Friend,  I  am  not  such  a  rdgue  as  tbou-takest  me 
to  be  :  I  am  no  bailiff,  but  an  honest  generous  highwayman."  "  I 
shall  not  trouble  myself  about  the  distinction  of  names,  if  a  man 
takes  my  money  from  me  by  force,  it  concerns  me  but  little/ what 
he  calls  himself,  or  wha.t  his  pretences,  may  be  for  so  doing." 

At  another  time  Tom  met  with  Lord  and  Lady  Wharton,  and 
though  they  had  three  men  attending,  demanded  their  charity  in 
his  usual  style.  His  lordship  said,  "  Do  you  know  me,  Sir*  that 
you  dare  be  so  bold  as  stop  me  upon  the  road?'9.  "  Not  I,— -I  nei- 
ther know  nor  care  who  you  are,  though,  before  you  spoke,  ltook 
you  for  a  brewer,  because  you  carry  your  cooler  by  your  side. 
Now,  indeed,  I  am  apt  to  imagine  that  you  are  some  great  man* 
because  you  speak  so  big  ;  but,  be  as  great  as  you  will,  Sir,  i  must 
have  you  to  know,  tty&t  there  is  no  man  upon  the  road  so  great  as 
myself ;  therefore,  pray  be  quick  in  answering  my  demands,  for 
delays. may  prove  dangerous."  Tom  then  received  two  hundred 
rounds,  three  diamond  rings,  and  two  gold  watches. 

Upon  another  day,  Tom  received  intelligence  that  a  gentleman 
was  upon  the  road  with  ft  hundred  pounds*    He  waited  upon  the 
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top  of  a  hill  to  welcome  his  -approach.  A  steward  of  the  gentle- 
nan's  discovered  him5  and,  suspecting  bis  character,  desired  that 
the  money  might  be  given  to  him*  and  he  would  ride  off  with  it, 
as  the  robber  would  not  suspect  him.  This  was  done,  Tom  came 
forward,  stopped  the  coach,  and  the  -gentleman  gave  him  ten 
pounds.  He  was  greatly  enraged,  and  mentioned  the  sum  that  be 
knew. the  gentleman  carried  along. with  him.  In  an  instant,  how- 
ever, suspecting  the  stratagem,  he  rode  after  the  steward  with  all 
possible  speed  ;  but  the  latter  observing  Urn  in  pursuit,  he  increas- 
ed his  pace,  and  reached  an  inn  before  Tom  could  overtake  him. 

After  many  similar  adventures,  Tom  was  apprehended  for  rob* 
bing  and  abusing  a  farmers)  wife*  He  was  so  habituated  to  vice, 
that  nothing  but  the  gallows  could  arrest  his  course)  and,  in  the 
forty  second  year  of  his  age,  he  met  with  that  fate. 


TIM    BUCKELEY. 

Tim  was  reared  to  the  usefttl  occupation  of  a  shoemaker,  but 
leaving  his  master,  he  came  to  London,  and  soon,  found  out  com* 
panions  suited  to  his  disposition.  He  and  his  associates  frequent, 
ed  an  ale-house  at  Wapping  ;  and  one  day  being  run  short  of  cash, 
Tim  asked  the  landlord  for  ten  shillings  :  He  refused.  Tim  was 
to  exasperated,  that,  along  with  some  of  his.  associates,  he  broke 
into  his  house,  and  bound  him,  his  wife,  and  maid.  Whilst  Thn 
was  about  this  operation,-— the  landlord  conjuring  him  to  be  favour- 
able, "  No,  no,  you  must  not  expect  any  favour  from  my  hands, 
whose  prodigality  makes  you  lord  it  over  the  people  here^  like  a 
boatswain  over  a  ship's  crew  *,  but  I  shall  go  to  another  part  of  the 
town,  where  I  will  be  more  civilly  used,  and  spend  a  little  of  your 
.money  there."  Accordingly  Tim  and  his  companions  robbed  the. 
house  of  forty  pounds,  three  silver  tankards,  a  silver  watch,  and 
three  gold  rings. 

•   Upon  another  day  Tim  was  airing  in  Hyde.park. corner,  and 
jnet  with  Dr  Catetyj  the  famous  mountebank,     At  the  words, 
"  Standi  and  deliver  /"  the  Doctor  went  into  a  long  harangue 
about  ^be  hones tjr of  bis  caHing,  and  of  the  great  difficulty  with 
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which  he  made  a  living.  Tim  laughed  heartily,  saying,  "  Quack{ 
pretend  to  honesty  !  There  is  not  such  a  pack  of  cheating  knaves 
in  the  nation.  Their  impudence  is  intolerable  for  deceiving  ho- 
nest simple  people^  and  pretending  that  more  men,  were  not  slaia 
at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  than  they  have  recovered  from  death, 
or  beckoned  their  souls  back,  when  they  have  been  many  leagues 
from  their  bodies  \  therefore,  deliver  !  or  thk  pistol  shall  pat  a  stop 
to  your  farther  rambltngs  or  deceptions.  The  Doctor,  preferring 
bis  life  to  his  gold,  presented  Tim  with  six  guineas  and  a  watch, 
to  shew  him  how  to  keep  time  while  spending  the  money.. 

Tim  was  once  apprehended  by  a  baker,  ia  the  character  of  a 
constable,  and  sent  to  Flanders  as  a  Soldier.  He  deserted,  and 
Teturning  to  London,  one  day  met  with  the  baker's  wife.  He 
presented  a  pistol,  used  ber  in  an  indecent  manner,  and  demand- 
ing her  money,  she  exclaimed,  "Is  this  justice  or  conscience, 
Sir  1"  "  Doq't  tell  me  of  justice,  for  I  hate  her  as  much  as  your 
husband  can,  because  her  scale's  are  even  {And  as  for  conscience. 
I  have  as  little  of  that  as  any  jjaker  in  England,  who  cheat  other 
people's  bellies  to  fill  his  own  I— Nay,  a  baker  is  a  worse  rogue 
than  a  taylor;  for,,  whereas  the  latter  commonly  pinches  his  cab- 
bage from  the  rich%  the  former,  by  making  his  bread  too  light, 
yobs  ajl  without  distinction,  but  chiefly  the  poor,  for  which  he  de- 
serves hanging  more  than  me,  or  any  of  my  honest  fraternity.' ' 
Thus,  taking  from  her  eleven  shillings  and  two  gold- rings,  he  seat 
her  home  to  relate  her  adyenture  to  her  husband. 

Tim  next  stealing  a  good  horse,  he  commenced  upon,  the  high- 
way,  and  meeting  with  a  pawn-broker,  by  whom  be  had  lost  some 
articles,  he  commanded  him  to  stand  and  deliver  A  The  pawn- 
broker entreated  for  favour,  saving,  "  that  it  was  a  very  hard 
thing,  that  honest  people  could  not  go  about  their  lawful  business, 
without  being  robbed.";  You  talk  of  honesty  !  who  live  by  fraud 
and  oppression, -T-yourshof),  like  the  gates  of  hell,  is  always  open, 
in  which  you  sit  at  the  receipt  of  custom,  and  having  got  the  spoils 
of  the  needy,  you  hang  them  up  in,  ranl$  and  file,  like  so  many 
trophies  of  victory.  Tq  your  shop,  all  sorts  of  garments  resort 
as  on  a  pilgrimage.  Thou  art  the  Treasurer  of  the  Thieves'  Ex* 
chequer y  for,  which  purpose  you  keep  a  private  warehouse,  from 
whence  you  ship  them  off  wholesale  or  retail,  according  to  plea, 
fureu    Nay,  the  poor  and  the  oppressed  have  often1  to. pay  their 
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pwn  cloth,  before  they  can  receive  them  back  by  your  exorbi- 
tant exactions.  Come,  come,  blood  sucker,  open  your  purse, 
strings,  or  this  pistol  shall  •  send  you  where  you  are  sure  to  go 
sooner  or  latter."  The  poor  pawnbroker  did  not,  however, 
wish  to  visit  his  old  friend  before  his  time,  therefore  he  ransomed 
his  life  at  the  expence  of  twenty  eight  guineas,  a  gold  watch,  a 
silver  box,  and  two  gold  rings. 

Upon  another  occasion,  Tim  fortunately  met  with  a  stock-jobber 
{who  had  prosecuted  him  for  felony,)  and  robbed  him  of  forty* 
eight  guineas.  He  requested  something  to  carry  him  home.  Tim 
refosed,  saying,-  4*  1  have  no  charity  for  you  stock-jobbers,  who 
rise  and  fall  like  the  ebbing*  and  flowing  of  the  tide,  and  whose 
paths  are  as  unfathomable  as  the  ocean.  The-  grasshopper  in  the 
Royal  Exchange,  is  an  emblem  of  your  .character.  What !  give 
you  something  to  carry  you  home  out  of  the  paltry  sum  of  forty- 
eight  guineas.  I  wont  give  you  a  farthing."  Then  he  bade  him 
farewell  until  next  meeting. 

Though  unexpected  and  unwished,  .it  was  not  long  before  the  stock- 
jobber reconnoitred  Tim,  caused  him  to  be  apprehended,  and  com* 
ntitted  to  Newgate.  He  was  tried,  and  received  sentence  of  death  } 
■but,  obtaining  a  reprieve,  and  afterwards  a  pardon,  he  was  deter, 
mined  to  be  revenged  of  the  man  who  would  not  give  him  rest  to 
pursue  his  honest  employment ;  therefore,  he  set  fire  to  a  country- 
house  belonging  to  him.  To  his  no  small  chagrin,  however,  it 
was  quenched  before  much  harm  was  done. 

Tim  then  went  to  Leicestershire,  broke  into  a  house,  seized 
eighty  pounds,  purchased  a  horse,  and  reuewed  his  former  mode 
of  life.  Thus  mounted,  he  attacked  a  coach  in  which  were  three 
gentlemen,  and  two  footmen  attending.  Tim's  horse  was  shoi 
under  him,  he  killed  one  of  the  gentlemen  and  a  foot. man,  but 
being  overpowered,  he  was  committed  to  Nottingham  jail,  and 
suffered  the  due  reward  of  murder  and  robbery  a.t  the  age  of 
twenty  nine  years. 
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MpLL    CUTPURSE. 

Moll  obtained  this  name,  not  from  her  parents,  but  her  profes* 
sion.    Her  father  was  a  shoc-maker,  and  both  her  parents  dying 
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when  she  was  young,  Mott  was  left  to  follow  the  bent  of  her  own 
induration* . 

The  usual  amusements,  dress,  and. occupations  of  the  fair  sex, 
.  were  disrelished  by  our  adrenturer.  A  quarter-staff  was  more 
agreeable  to  her  than  a  distaff.  Nor  was  it  long  before  she  dress- 
ed herself  in  man's  apparel,  and  became  a  fortune-teller.  The 
Hring  she  got  in  this  way,  was  too  scanty  and  uncertain  for  her 
extravagant  temper.  This  excited  her  to  enter  into  the  associa- 
tion of  ou!*purses,  and  she  soon  became  morn  dexterous  than  some 
who  had  longer  practised  the  art.  Her  cunning  was  however 
insufficient  to  save  her  at  all  times,  and,  besides  being  often  in 
bridewell,  she  was  four  times  burnt  in  the  hand* 
*  Resolved  to  trade  no  longer  in  small  wares,  .she  went  upon  the 
highway,  and  chiefly  vented  her  rage  against  the  nikhs  who  fo- 
mented the  civil  discords  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,— for 
Moll,  with  all  her  follies  and  vices,  possessed,  in  au  eminent  de- 
gree, the  virtue  of  loyalty  to  "her  unfortunate  Sovereign.  Her  hat- 
red against  these  people  was  similar  to  that  of  the. man  who  was 
executed  at  Tyburn,  for  counterfeiting  half  crowns.,  who, .  in  his 
own  defence,  observed,  "  that  he  was  adjudged  to  die  for  coun- 
terfeiting a  half  crown ;  but  those  who  usurped  the  jtAofe  erovm% 
'—stole  away  its  revenue,*— and  counterfeited  its  seal,  were  above 
justice,  and  escaped  punishment " 

After  Moll  had  .pursued  >  a  long  and  very  successful  carter  upon 
the  highway,  she  robbed  General  Fairfax,  wounded  htm  in  the 
arm,  and  shot  the  horses  of  two  of  his  servants ;  bat  4he  was  so 
closely  pursued,  that  her  horse  being  worn  out,  she  was  appro* 
headed,  and  carried  to  Newgate.  After  being  condemned,  she 
procured  her  pardon,  by  giving  her  adversary  two  thousand 
pounds.  Moll  after  this  abandoned  that  occupation,  and  became 
a  purchaser  of  stolen  goods.  In  her  house,  she  kept  a  kind  of 
orokery  for  jewels,  rings,  watches,  and  similar  articles.  Nor 
was  she  long  in  that  occupation,  when  application  was  always 
made  to  her  when  any  goods  were  stolen,  and  she  was  seldom  un- 
successful in*  detecting  the  thief,  and,  upon  a  proper  compensa- 
tion, recovering  them.  •  • 

A  gentleman  having  one  evening  lost  his  watch,  he  applied  to 
Moll  to  assist  him  jn  recovering  it.  With  no  small  degree  of  for. 
mglity,  she  constrained  him  to  inform  her  by  what  means  he  had 
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lost  it*  and  whom  he  suspected  of  4he  theft.  Anxious  to  recover 
hk  watch,  be  was  Very  minute  in  his  detail,  and,  after  some  inter, 
views,  4»d  several  hints,  she  received  twenty  guineas  for  return,, 
ing  his  favourite  watch. 

Moll's  invention  was  fertile,  and  she  was  not  scrupulous  of  the 
means  by  which  she  obtained  money.  It  has  already  been  men- 
tioned, that  she  had  an  irreconcilable  hatred  at  the  Rump  Par* 
liament ;  therefore,  finding  a  person  who  wis  dexterous  in  coun* 
forfeiting  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  and  receivers  of  the  cus- 
toms, she  and  her  associates  were  careful  to  recover  great  sums  hi 
this  way.  And  when  Other  Cromwell  came  into  power,  means 
were  also  fatten  upon  to  counterfeit  his  hand,  so  that  he  was  under 
the  necessity  at  last  of  employing  a  secret  mark* 

At-  the  advanced  age  of  seventy  four,  Moil  was  seized  with  a 
dropsy,  and  her  constitution  was  completely  shattered.  But  of 
five  thousand  pounds  that  she  once  had  in  her  possession,  only  one 
hundred  remained.  Being*  deprived  of  the  consolation  of  giving 
in  charity  what  she  had  gained  by  unlawful  means,  she  purchaed 
gloves  and  memorandums,  and  distributed  them  among  her  friends 
and  acquaintances  previous  to  her  death.  To  her  'three  maids,  she 
gave  ten  pounds  each,  and  requested  them  to  make  a  good  use  off 
it,  so  that  it  might  procure  them  hpsbands  each* 

As  she  had  been  rather  singular  during  her  life,  she  requested 
that  she  might  be  interred  with  her  face  dowu wards.  A  marble 
stone  was  p'laeed  upon  her  (grave,  bbt  destroyed  at  the  great  firo 
which  happened  in  London  in  166joV 


JONATHAN    SIMPSON- 

This  man  was  the  son  of  a  respectable  gentleman  in  Launces- 
ton  in  Cornwall,  ahd'pat  an  apprentice  to  a  linen.tiraper.  After 
serving  his  time  with' great  approbation,  Ms  father  gave  him  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  to  commence  business  for  himself. 

He  had  not  been  a  year  in  business  wheti  he  married  *  mer- 
cfanVs  da\ightev;aml  'received  tH^h  her  two  tbonsarid  pounds  of 
portion.'  -Snch  an  accession  to*  Ms  wealth  enabled  him  to  extend 
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his  business,  and  to  conduct  it  with  ease*  But  money  cannot  pro* 
cure  happiness.  The  affections  of  the  young  lady  had  been  gfeioed 
hy  a  man  of  less  fortune,  and,  to  please  her  father,  she  bad  given 
her  hand  where  she  could  not  bestow  her  heart ;  and,  though  married 
to  another,  she  continued  in  a  degree  of  familiarity  with  her  former 
lover  that  excited  her  husband's  jealousy,  the  most  violent  of  all 
the  passions. 

Simpson  pretended  that  business  called  him  to  the  country, 
where  he  was  to  remain  for  ten  or  twelve  days.  Unwilling  to  aU 
low  such  an  opportunity  to  pass,  the  lady  informed  her  gallant,  and 
had  two  fowls  and  a  bottle  of  wine  prepared  to  render  hip  com- 
fortable before  going  to  rest.  Simpson  returned  that  same  night, 
when  he  thought  all  would  be  in  readiness.  The  moment  the 
maid  taw  him,  she  run  up  stairs  to  inform  her  mistress,  who  bad 
not  time  to  hide  her  gallant  in  a  large  chest  so  suddenly,  but  that 
Simpson  observed  the  lid  to  move. 

The  lady's  gallant  was  by  this  time  also  married,  since  he  bad 
lost  his  sweetheart.  Jonathan,  finding  an  errand  at  the  extremity 
of  Bristol,  which  behoved  to  be  done  instantly,  he  dispatched  his 
beloved  spouse,?7~and  then  sent  the  servant  in  aU  haste  for  the  wife 
of  her  spark,  and  requested  her  to  sit  down  and  partake  with  him 
of  the  comfortable  supper  prepared.  Daring  supper  he  told  his 
guest  that  be  had  lost  his  wife  that  afternoon,  and  that  she  had 
been  seen  with  her  husband.  Knowing  their  former  intimacy, 
jealousy  was  immediately  kindled,  and  with  no  jjreat  difficulty  ho 
prevailed  upon  her  to  take  her  revenge.  At  his  own  time,  Simp, 
son  lifted  up  the  cover  of  the  chest,  saying,  "  Come  out,  brother 
cuckold"  The  woman  was  like  to  faint,  but  Simpson  made  her 
husband  to  swear,  not  only  to  forgive  her,  but  never  to  mention 
the  thing  to  her,  upon  the  pain  of  losing  Jiis  ears ;  and  so  he  sent 
them  home  perfectly  recopoiled .to  ea/;h  other. 

When  Simpson's  wife  returned,  he  refused  her  admittance ;  and 
next  day  sold  all  off,  shut'  up  shop,  went  away  with  what  money 
he  could  raise,  determined  no  longer  to  remain  in  3ristof.  He 
was  now  possessed  of  about  five  thousand  pounds,  but  his  expen- 
ses were  so  extravagant,  that  this  large  sum  was  soon  exhausted. . 
IJe  tl)en  went  to  the  highway,  committed  a  robbery,  was  appre- 
hended, and  would  certainly  ha^ve  ^een  hanged,  had  not  some  of 
his  rich  relations  procured  a  reprieve, — And  such  was  the .  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  it,  that  it  arrived  at  Tyburn  just  when  the  rope 
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was  about  his  neck.  Such  was  his  obduracy,  that,  when  return* 
ing  to  Newgate",  behind  one  of  the  Sheriff's  men,  the  latter  asked 
him  what  he  thought  of  a  reprieve  when  he  was  come  to  the  gallows, 
"  No  more  than  I  thought  of  my  dying  day.'* 

When-  he  came  to  the  prison-door,  the  turnkey  refused  to  rc# 
ceive  him,  saying,  that  he  was  sent  to  T>e  executed,  and  that  he 
was  discharged  of  him,  and  would  not  permit  him  to  enter  with- 
out a  new  warrant.  Upon  which  Simpson  exclaimed,  "  What  an 
unhappy  cast-off  dog  am  I,  that  both  Tyburn  and  Newgate 
should  in  one  day  refuse,  to.  entertain  met  Well,  Til  mend  my 
manners  for  the  future,  and  try  whether  I  can't  merit  a  reception 
at  them  both  next  time  I  am  brought  hither."     t 

Be  immediately  recommenced  his  operations,  and  one' day  rob-. 
bed  a  gentleman  of  a  purse  full  of  counters,  which  he  supposed 
was  gold.  He  kept  them  in  his  pockets,  always  anxiously  look- 
ing out  for  his  benefactor.  About  four  months  after,  he  met  him 
upon  Bagshot*  heath,  riding  inn  coach,  "  Sir,"  said  he,  *4  I  be. 
lieve  yoii  made  a  mistake  the  last  time  I  had  the  happiness  of  see. 
ing  you,  in  giving  me  these  pieces.  I  have  been  troubled  ever 
since,  lest  you  should  hare  wanted  them  at  cards,  and  am  glad  of 
this  opportunity  to  return  thep  :  only,  for  my  care,  I  require  you. 
to  come  this  moment  out  of  your  coach,  and  give  me  your 
breeches,  that  I  may  search  them  at  leisure,  and  not  trust  any 
more  to  your  generosity,  lest  you  should  mistake  again."  A. 
pistol  enforced  his  demand,  and  Simpson  found  a  gold  watch,  a . 
gold  snuff-box,  and  ninety. eight  guineas,  with  five  jacobuses. 

At  another  time,  he  robbed  L«rd  Qelamere  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  guineas.  He  was  almost  unequalled  in  his  depredations :, 
in  one  day  he  robbed  nineteen  different  people,  and  took  above 
two  hundred  pounds  ;  and,  in  the  space  of  six  weeks,  committed 
forty  robberies  in  the  county  of  Middlesex.  He  even  ventured 
to  attack  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  and  took  from  him  articles  to  a 
Tery  great  value. 

But  wickedness  has  a  boundary  over  which  it  cannot  pass*  He 
attached  two  captains  of  the  guards, — a  strong  struggle  ensued?  — 
his  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  in  both  arms 
and  one  of  his  legs,  before  he  was  taken.  He  was  sent  to  Newgate', 
and  now  found  ,k*a;  he  was  not  refused  entrance,  and  he  soon  also 
found  Tyburn  equally  ready  to  receive  him^ 
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MOLL   JONES. 

Moll's  parents,  were  very  respectable  in  their  line,  and  taugtit 
their  daughter  to  be  independent,  by  using  her  own  needle.  She 
became  extremely  fond  of  an  apprentice,  and  married  him  when 
he  was  not  yet  able  to  provide  for  her.  Her  uncommon  affec- 
tion for  him,  and  her  desire  to  supply  all  his  wants,  and  to  see 
him  dressed  like  a  gentleman,  first  impelled  her  to  pnt  her  hand 
into  another's  pocket  instead  of  her  own. 

It  was  not  long  before  she  displayed  considerable  proficiency. 
One  day  meeting  Mr  Price,  a  milliner,  she  pretended  to  ask  him 
some  questions  abeut  something  in  which  he  was  not  at  fill  inte- 
rested, and  being  a  little  deaf,  he  put  a  tin  trumpet  to  his  ear, 
and  as  he  was  listening  to  her,  she  pulled  out  his  purse  with  fifteen 
guineas  and  a  broad  piece.  He  never  missed  them  until  he  was 
home,  and  by  that  time  Moll  was  beyond  his  reach. 

Emboldened  by  success,  her  hand  dived  into  the  pocket  of  a 
Jew,  but  being  detected,  she  was  carried  to  Newgate,  and  burnt 
in  ihe  hand.  Upon  this  she  changed  her  mode  of  operation,  and 
frequenting  shops,  removed  any  thing  that  might  be  usefol  to  her. 
Fortune  favoured  her  in  this  new  employment  for  three  or  four 
years.  Bdt  an  unlucky  man,  of  the  name  of  Smith,  one  day  stand- 
ing by,  as  she  was  removing  shop-lumber,  he  seized  her  by  virtue 
of  his  power  as  a  Constable,  and  Carried  her  before  a  judge,  who' 
committed  her  to  Newgate.  The  consequence  was,  another  mark 
upon  her  snow-white  hand. 

Obtaining  her  liberty,  she  was  resolved  to  fee  revenged  of  Smith. 
He  was  a  vain  man,  and  was  often  boasting  of  the  rich  relations 
that  he  had  in  the  country,  and  also  of  his  wealth  at  home.  Moll 
employed  an  acquaintance  of  her  own,  who,  upon  a  summer 
evening,  booted  and  spurred,  covered  with  dust,  with  his  horse  in 
hand,  came  along  the  Strand  asking  for  a  Mr  Smith.  He  was 
shown  the  house,  but,  similar  to  a  clown,  was  enquiring  every  step 
he  approached.  The  people  thought  him  mad,  but  seeing  him! 
coming,  Smith  was  prepared  to  receive  him.  When  he  came  to 
the  door,  he  asked  again  for  the  house.  '*  Smith  answered,  I  am 
the  master,  for  want  of  a  better :  What  would  yon  please  to  have 
with  me?" 
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He  told  him  that  he  had  some  news  from  the  country  that  deep* 
\y  concerned  him.  *'  Pray,  Sir,  how  do  all  my  friends  in  the  coon. 
try  ?"  "  Very  well,"  quoth  the  rogue,  **  except  your  uncle  that 
is  dead,  who,  I  hope,  is  much  better  than  any  one  of  them.     A 
little  before  his  death  -fee  made  you  his  sole  heir,   with  the  excep. 
tion  of  a  few  legacies.     I  took  an  inventory  of  all  his  goods,  .and 
locked  up  all  his  papers,  money,  and  plate,  and  have  brought  you 
the  key."     With  no  small  difficulty,  Smith  assumed  a  sorrowful 
countenance,  and  made  some  moral  reflections  upon  the  solemn 
event  of  death.     The  messenger  was  amply  supplied  with  meat 
and  drink.     It  was  with  no  small  difficulty  that  the  rustic  would 
be  covered  in  the  presence  of  his  new  master ;  and,  upon  the  first 
Opportunity,  entreated  that  he  might  be  retained  bailie  and  steward! 
of  his  lands,  to  which  Mr  Smith  readily  consented*    After  supper, 
he  urged  his  request,  and  the  same  assurances  were  repeated* 
With  no  small  degree  of  earnestness,  the  messenger  urged  their 
setting  forward,   lest  the  poor  relations  should  make  free  with  the 
effects,  which  could  not  be  secured  from  their  hands.     Accord, 
Ingly,  as  soon  as  mourning  could  be  prepared,  both  to  themselves 
and  the  welcome  messenger,  they  took  journey. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inform  our.  readers,  that  Smith  paid  K 
*  the  expenses  of  the  messenger,  and  also  entertained  him  upon  the 
road.  Upon  the  last  night  of  their  journey,  he  stopped  at  an  inn 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  end  of  their  journey.  In  the  morn- 
ing, however,  the  servant  had  disappeared,  and  left  no  word  where 
he  was  to  be  found. 

They  went  forward  to  the  town  U>  which  he  had  directed  them, 
and  all  inquiries  were  vain  to  discover  the  death  of  the  uncle,  or 
the  large  inheritance  that  he  had- bequeathed*  With  less  joy  than 
they  had  left  home,  they  again  set  out  on  their  return  to  their  own 
house,  and  entered  it  in  the  dusk  of  evening,  lest  the  whole  city 
might  be  moved  at  their  coming.  But  though  Smith  and  his  wife 
avoided  the  strife  of  tongues  for  one  night,  they  often  felt  its  smart 
in  the  future  part  of  their  lives* 

Moll  did  not  long  survive  this  masterpiece  of  roguery;  for, 
personating  a  great  Dntchess,  she  stole  a  piece  of  sattin,  and,  be- 
ing detected,  was  tried  and  executed  at  Tyburn,  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  her  age*  #     -  . 
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TOM    TAYLOR. 

This  man  was  executed  along  with  Moll  Jones.  He  was  6 
clergyman's  son,  but  both  example  and  instruction  were  lost  upon 
him.  At  an  early  period,  he  was  so  addicted  to  gaming  and  idle 
habits,  that  he  wonld  learn  no  employment.  The  natural  conse- 
quence was,  that  he  associated  with  those  who  lire  upon  plunder, 
and  madly  expose  themselves  to  an  untimely  end,  for  the  indul- 
.  gence  of  a  few  months  or  years  of  every  vicious  gratification. 

One  day,  along  with  some  others,  he  went  to  a  markeUtown  in 
Surry 4  where  there  was  to  be  a  fair  the  following  day.  That  they 
might  not  be  discovered  among  the  crowd  upon  the  market-day, 
they  resolved  to  do  their  business  the  night  before.  To  collect  a 
mob,  Tom  pretended  to  be  an  ignorant  fellow,  and  put  his  head 
into  the  pillory  near  the  market. house.  This  uncommon  sight 
brought  together  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  stran- 
gers who  were  preparing  their  tents- for  the  ensuing  market.  The 
people  gazed  and  laughed,  while  the  thieves  were  successful  in 
emptying  the  greater  part  of  their  pockets*  Nor  was  the  keeper 
of  the  pillory  exempted. 

After  Tom  had  become  dextrous  at  his  employment,  he  4resi«  * 
ed  himself,  and  seated  himself  beside  a  gentleman,  and  emptied 
his  pocket  of  forty  guineas*  In  a  different  dress j  he  went  next 
night  and  seated  himself  beside  the  same  gentleman.  But  his  dis- 
guise did  not  conceal  him  from  the  gentleman, — who  had  inten- 
tionally put  a  number  of  guineas  into  the  pocket  next  to  Tom, 
who  soon  began  to  dive  for  them.  But  to  poor  Tom's  sad  morti- 
fication, the  gentleman  had  sewed  fish-books  all  round  his  packet, 
which  caught  his  hand  and  held  it  fast. 

Having  in  vain  attempted  to  disentangle  himself,  he  said  to  the 
gentleman,  "  Sir,  by  a  mistake,  I  have  somehow  put  my  hand  in- 
to your  pocket  instead  of  my  own."  Without t  he  least  noise,  the 
gentleman  rose,  went  to  the  Rose- tavern  and  Tom  along  with  him, 
the  hand  all  the  time  remaining  into  pocket,  until  he  sent  for  one 
of  his  confederates  who  paid  down  eighty  guineas  to  obtain  the  li- 
berty of  his  hand.  Nor  was  the  gentleman  satisfied  witb  this,  but 
caned  him  in  a  most  unmerciful  manner,  then  turned  him  put  to' 
the  mob,  who  ducked  him  in  a  pond,  and  broke  one  of  his  legs. 
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This  unmerciful  buffeting  and  bruising,  (merely  in  consequence 
of- a  trifling  mistake),  determined  Tom  to  abandon  the  diving 
trade,  and  seek  his  bread  by  house-breaking.     In  less  than  four- 
teen months  he  committed  about  sixty  robberies*     He  reigned 
eight  years  with  similar  activity  and  success  ;  but,  setting  fire  to 
a  barn,  in  order  to  draw  the  people  from  the  house,  he  went  into 
a  chamber,  while  they  were  running  to  extinguish  the  fire*  earned 
off  a  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  in  money,  with  a  great  quantity 
of  plate ;  but  it  happened  unfortunately  for  him,  though  fortunate, 
ly  for  the  community,  that  he  was  detected,   carried  before  a  ma* 
gistrate,  tried,  and  sentenced  to  suffer  the  merited  punishment  of 
suqh  atrocious  villainy.      t 


<«■— *i 


tOM    COt. 

* 

It  Bis  robber  was  born  at  Blandford  in  Dorsetshire.  He  wai, 
the  youngest  son  of  a  gentleman,  and  his-  patrimony  not  being 
equivalent  to  his  wishes,  he  came  to  London,  and  entered  into  the 
fraternity  of  highwaymen.  In  this  profession  he  was  so  active, 
that  he  was  three  times  tried  for  his  life,  before  that  which  proved 
fatal  to  him.  * 

Being  a  handsome  man,  a  young  lady  with  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
fell  in  love  with  him,  and  almost  presented  her  hand  for  his  accep- 
tance. Cox  married  her,  but  instead  of  settling,  and  improving 
the  fortune  of  the  woman  to  whom  he  was  so  highly  indebted,  he 
spent  it  in  less  than  two  years,  and  broke- her  heart  by  ill-usage, 
—which,v  indeed,  is  but  the  natural  consequence,  we  had  almost 
said,  the  merited  reward,  of  a  Woman  giving  her  hand  to  a  ihaii 
destitute  of  every  virtuous  principle. 

The  robberies  he  committed  were  very  numerous,  and  a  few  only 
can  |>e  here  detailed  One  day  he  met  KiUigrew*  fool  to  Charles 
II.,  and  addressed  him  in  his  usual  phrase,  iC  Stand,  deliver!" 
"  Are  you  in  earnest  friend  ?"  "  Yes,  I  certainly  am,  for 
though  you  Uve<b>  jesting,  I  can't."  Kifligf  ew  found  that  it 
was  no  jest  which  cost  him  twenty  guineas.  Tom  also  rob- 
bed  an  attorney  of  New  Inns  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  guineas^ 
and  gpve  him,  besides,  a  lecture  upon  the  corruption  and  oppression^ 
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of  hts  profession.  The  lawyer  was  not  a  little  surprised,  and  eon- 
eluded  that  the  world  was  near  an  end,  when  the  Devil  had  com- 
menced reformer. 

Upon  another  day  Cox  met  a  lady  of  easy  virtue,  returning  home 
with  fifty  pounds  which  had  been  left  her  by  a  sister.  He  not  only 
completely  emptied  her  purse,  but  severely  reproached  her  on  ac- 
count of  her  profession.  Accustomed  to  speak  both  smooth  and 
harsh  language,  she  returned  his  compliments,  which  so  irritated 
him,  that  he  commanded  her  to  alight  from  the  coach,  and  to  put 
off  all  her  sables;  adding,  that  she  would  now  have  to  procure 
another  suit  of  mournings  for  the  loss  of  her  money,' which  he  was 
confident  would  cost  her  more  sincere  grief  than  the  loss  of  her 
sister. 

After  our  adventurer  had, .  with  no  small  success,  carried  on 
his  business  for  some  years,  he  was  at  last  apprehended  and 
committed  to  prison  Watching  his  opportunity,  however,  he 
broke  from  the  room  where  he  was  confined,  into  the  keeper's 
room,  who  was  in  a  profound  sleep,  from  the  fumes  of  the  former 
night,  and  taking  the  key,  liberated  himself  In  a  formal  manner, 
leaving  all  the  doors  open.  He  removed  a  silver  tankard,  worth 
ten  pounds,  from  the  table  of  the  keeper,  and  from  a  stable  in  the 
neighbourhood  a  good  horse,  with  all  things  necessary  for  a  gentle* 
man-thief.  This  Tom  deemed  one  of  his  most  fortunate  nights,' 
in  not  only  obtaining  his  liberty,  but  also  a  good  booty. 

Upon  another  occasion  Tom,  with  some  accomplices,  formed 
the  design  of  robbing  a  nobleman  upon  the  road.  He  joined  the 
nobleman,  and  conversed  about  his  adventures,  so  as  to  afford 
him  much  entertainment.  After  they  had  rode  a  few  miles,  two 
of  Tom's  accomplices  rode  up  and  cried,  "  Stand  and  deliver  \n 
Tom  pulled  out  a  pistol,  and  made  as  if  he  would  shoot  them, 
on  which  they  fled  for  their  lives.  The  nobleman,  attributing  his 
deliverance  to  the  bravery  of  his  companion,  entreated  that  he 
would  remain  with  him  as  long  as  he  could,  without  inconvenience 
to  himself.  They  quartered  at  an  inn  upon  the  road,  and  the 
next  day  went  to  view  the  adjacent  country.  That  their  conver- 
sation might  not  be  interrupted,  the  nobleman  took  no  footmen 
with  him . 

When  they  arrived  at  a  certain  place,  Cox  commanded  his  com- 
panions  to  deliver  his  money.     "  Why,  ays,  such  a  thing  might 
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be  dt\fie  here,  but  I  can  fear  too  danger  while  you  are  with  me, 
whose  courage  I  have  fo  lately  experienced,"  '  '*  Such  a  thing 
might  be  done  !"  said  Cox,  "  Why,   I  hope  you  do  not  think  I 
have  kept  you  company  all  this  time  for  nothing  ;  if  you  do,  let 
ine  tell  yOu,   Sir,  that  you  are  mistaken."     With  that  he  pre. 
sented  a  pistol  to  his  breast.      Filled  with  astonishment,  and 
staring  all  the  time  in  Tom's  face,  the  nobleman  delivered  a  dia- 
mond ring,  a  gold  watch,  and  near  an  hundred  pounds';      Tom 
shot  his  horse,  Arid  bound  him  hand  and  foot,-— taking  his  leave  with 
a  sneer,  and  **  good  b'w'ye,  fellow -traveller^  till  I  meet  yoii 
again."  « 

His  fatal  robbery  Was  taking  twenty  pounds  from  a  farmer.  In 
about  a  week  after,  the  farmer  came  up  to  London,  and  seeing 
bur  adventurer  coming  out  Of  his  lodgings,  cried  "  Thief!  thief! 
stop  the  thief  7"  He  was  accordingly  seized,  committed,  and, 
upon  the  deposition  of  the  farmer,  sentenced  to  death.  He  was 
obdurate  in  the  extreme,  spending  his  time  in  prison  in  the  most 
extravagant  manner,  being  well  provided  with  money.  When  the 
ordinary  asked  him,  within  a  few  moments  of  hid  execution,  -whe- 
ther he  would  join  with  his  fellow-sufferers  in  prayer,  he  swore; 
and  kicked  both  him  and  -the  executioner  out  of  the  cart.  He  su£ 
fered  in  the  twertty.sixth  year  of  his  age. 


PATRICK   FLEMING 

\  ' 

Was  born  in  Athlone  in  Ireland.  Upon  the  produce  of  a  po^ 
iatoe-garden,  of  fifteen  shillings  annual-rent,  and  upon  the  sale 
of  their  swine;  geese,  and  poultry,  his  parents  reared  a  familjr 
of  nine  children.  And  as  all  were  reared  from  one  garden,  so  all 
their  family,  of  swine,  poultry,  geese,  arid  progeny,  were  lodged  not 
only  under  one  roof,  but  in  one  room.  From  these  facts,  the  reader 
may  form  an  estimate  of  Patrick's  education,  and  his  impudence 
may  be  learned  from  the  after,  mentioned  facts; 

"When  about  thirteen  years  of  age,    he  was  sent  a  servant  to 
the  Countess  of  Kildare ;  and  finding  him  totally  ignorant,  she 
sent  him  to  school,  but  he  was  so  averse  from  instruction,  that  he 
would  learn  nothing.     Her  ladyship  had  great  patience  with  "Kim, 
and  often  admonished  him  ;  but  at  last,  with  reluctance^  she  dis- 
missed him. 

Bb  2 
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Fortune  was  again  favourable  to  this  untoward  youth,  and  he 
was  introduced  into  the  Earl  of  Ad  trim's  family.  He  soon  be- 
came a  pest  to  that  house,  and  delighted  in  mischief  merely  togra-N 
tify  bis  vicious  .  dispositions.  The  repeated  complaints  of  his  fei« 
low-servants  were  unsuccessful  in  prevailing  upon  the  Earl  to 
turn  him  off,  until  one  day  the  chaplain,  of  the  family,  to  whom 
Patrick  had  an  aversion,  because  he  had  reproved  him  for  his  im- 
proper conduct,  was  by  him  discovered  sleeping  in  an  indecent 
posture,  and  to  be  revenged,  Pat  brought  all  the  servants  to  gaze  at 
the  parson.  He  immediately  awoke,  surprised,  and  covered  with 
shame,  and  exposed  to  ridicule.  The  Earl  took  part  with  his 
chaplain,  and  dismissed  Patrick  ;  but  the  young  Irishman,  though 
very  ignorant  of  the  world,  knew  that  there  was  no  living  without 
money,  and  therefore  found  means  to  take  two  hundred  pounds 
from  the  Earl  in  lien  of  his  wages. 

He  fled  to  the  province  of  Connaught,  and  hid  himself  in  a 
pmall  hut  until  the  hue  and  cry  was  over.  He  then  mingled 
among  the  crowd  of  Dublin,  and  during  the  space  of  five  years, 
rendered  that  capital  famous  for  house-breaking  and  robberies. 
He  was  twice  in  danger  of  dying  betwixt  heaven  and  earth,  so  that 
his  exploits  became  the  subject  of  public  conversation .  In  these  - 
circumstances  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  retire  to  the  country  and  com- 
mence highwayman.  His  principal  scene  of  action  was  about  the  Bog 
of  Allan,  where  he  attacked  all  passengers, -maintaining  "  That  he 
was  absolute  Lord  of  that  road,  and  had  a  right  to  demand  contribu- 
tions  of  all  that  travelled  it,  and  to  punish  those  with  death  who  re* 
fused  to  comply;  therefore,  if  they  had  any  regard  for  [their  lives,  he 
advised  them  to  deliver  what  they  had  peaceably,  and  not  put  him  to 
the  trouble  of  exerting  his  high  prerogative,"  To  render  these 
threats  effectual,  he  put  many  to  death,  and  treated  others  in  a  bar- 
barous manner. 

The  mountain  of  Barns  mo  or  was  also  a  favourite  haunt,  where 
he  assembled  a  large  band,  and  carried  on  business  in  a  very  for* 
midable  style.  Those  of  rank  he  pretended  to  treat  with  in  a  gen* 
tie  manner,  and  told  them  that  he  was  as  honourable  as  any  of 
them,  and  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  be  maintained  according 
to  his  rank.  He  one  day  met,  in  the  same  coach,  the  Bishop 
of  Armagh  and  Rapho,  together  with  the  A  rchbishop  of  Tuam,  N 
Lady  Baltimore,  and  her  son  of  four  years  old.    He  took  a  thou* 
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land  pounds  from,  the  Archbishop,  a  considerable  sum-  from  the* 
rest,   and  seizing  the  boy,   he  constrained  the  mother  to  ransom 
him  in  twenty -four  hours,  or  he  said  that  he  would  cut  his  throat, 
and  make  a  pye  of  him.     After  this  bold  action  be  fled  into  M  un- 
ster,  and  carried  on  the  same   depredations  in  that  part  of  the 
country. 

•  There  he  was  apprehended  for  robbing  a  nobleman  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  committed  to  a  county  jail,  but  he 
soon  made  his  escape.     He  continued  his  villainies,  in  the  course 
of  which,  he  murdered  five  men  and  two  women  and  a  boy,  be- 
sides   wounding   and'  mangling  many  others,    particularly  Sir 
Donogh  0' Brian,  whose  nose,  lips,  and  ears  he  cut  off,  for  mak. 
lag  some  small  resistance  while  he  robbed  him.  But  punishment  at 
length  overtook  him,  and  he  was  apprehended  at  a  house  near 
Mancoth,  which  he  used  to  frequent.     The'  Sheriff  of  the  county 
being  informed  that  he  and  his  associates  we,re  there,  became' 
with  a  very  strong  guard,  and  surrounded  the  house ;  but  the  land* 
lord  having  wet  all  the  robbers'  arms,  they  would  not  fire.  Thus 
Fleming  and  fourteen  of  his  men|were  carried  to  Dublin,  and  to  the    ' 
joy  of  all  the  country  y  suffered  the  due  reward  of -their  horrible  deeds . 


SAWNEY   DOUGLAS* 

This  singular  character  was  born  at  Port  Patrick  in  Galloway* 
His  father  was  a  tanner,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  followed  his  fa- 
ther's employment,  until  the  civil  wars  under  Charles  I.  Sawney 
was  zealous  upon  the  side  of  the  kirk,  and  in  that  war  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  exhibiting-  his  cruelty,  particularly  at  the 
seige  of  Dundee,  where  he  slew  with  his  own  hand  2°  persons. 

After  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  he  retired  into  England, 
and  being  destitute  of  subsistence,  went  upon  the  highway.  He 
walked  on  foot,  armed  with  a  good  crab  stick,  until  meeting  with 
a -gentleman's  servant,  well  mounted,  and  a  pair  of  pistols  before 
him,  he  entered^  into  conversation,  until  he  found  his  opportuni.  . 
ty,  knocked  the  man  down,  left  him  senseless  upon  the  ground, 
amounted  his  horse,  and  rode  off  with  the  booty. 

His  first  robbery  was  in  Maiden-head. thicket,  where  he  took 
eighteen  pounds*  from    a  gentleman,  and  though  He  earnestly  en» 
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treated  fourteen  shillings  to  carry  him  honie,  the  miscreant  spurned 
his  request,  - 

At  anbther  time  he  took  two  hundred  pounds  from  the  Dutchess 
of  Albemarle.  In  possession  of  money,  he  now  took  lodgings  at 
Westminster,  appeared  in  the  character  of  a  gentleman,  and  made 
love  to  the  landlord's  daughter,  who  was  reputed  to  have  two 
thousand  pounds  of  fortune.  ■  Both  the  father  and  young  lady  en- 
couraged his  addresses  for  awhile,  but  his  cash  running  short,  and 
finding  him  full  of  mean  shifts  and  evasions,  they  turned  him  out 
of  doors. 

Sawney  renewed  his  contributions  upon  the  public,  ranged  all 
the  north  of  England,  and  became  acquainted  with  Du  Vail, 
the  most  generous. spirited  highwayman  that  ever  lived,  whose 
life  has  been  recorded  in  this  volume,  (page  144,)  and  continu- 
ed his  acquaintance  with  tjiat  enterprising  Frenchman,  until 
they  were  separated  by  the  hand  of  the  public  avenger  of  justice. 
His  last  attempt  was  to  rob  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  The  Earl  fired 
at  Sawney's  horse,  which  fell,  and  the  servants  seized  the  robber^ 
who  being  tried,  he  suffered  at  Tyburn.  During  his  confinement, 
after  sentence,  he  behaved  in  a  rude,  indecent,  and  profane  man. 
ner»  and,  instead  of  shewing  signs  of  repentance,  slighted  and  con* 
temned  death,. 


WILLIAM    BEW. 


Wil£ta#  was  brother  to  Captain  Bew,  who  was  also  a  noto- 
rious highwayman,  and  who  was  slain  by  some  thief- catchers  when 
endeavouring  to  apprehend  him.  Our  adventurer  was  little  infe- 
rior to  his  brother,  but  his  reign  was  much  shorter. 

Bew  took  lodgings  at  the'  Dolphin. }nn.  The  landlord  was 
childless  and  very  avaricious,  from  the  adjacent  room,  he  heard 
the  landlady  inform  her  husband,  that  she  was  with  child.  He 
was  greatly  troubled,  and  calculated  all  the  expenses  attendant 
Upon  this  event,  that  tended  still  farther  .to  encrease  the  uneasiness 
of  this  contemptible  miser.  He  next  considered  whether  a  boy  or 
a  girl  would  cost  him  least,  and  being  convinced  that  a  boy  would 
eoooer  be  able  to  do  for  himself  than  a  girl,  he  then  informed 
$j§  wife,  that  if  he  had  any  child  it  must  pe  a  bog>  and  that  if  na- 
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tnre  sent  a  girl,  lie  would  put  her  in  boy's  clothes,  and  never  allow 
her  to  discover  her  sex.      Amid  this  curtain  conversation ,  it  was 
also  customary  for  this  man,  to  inform  his  wife  concerning  all  the 
adventures  of  the  following  day.     From  this  mode  of  intelligence 
Bew  learned  that,  upon  a  certain  day,  his  landlord  was  to  go  into 
the  country  to  receive  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  which  Bew 
was  careful  ta  secure,  and  then  removed  to  another  part  of  the 
kingdom. 

Upon  another  day,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  a  young  la. 
jdy  upon  the  road.     He  saluted  her,   and  during  a  considerable 
tune  kept  her  company,  flattering  her  vanity,  and  praising  her 
Uncommon  beauty.     Tbe  modest  lady,  though  highly  pleased  and 
gratified,  rejected  the  compliments,  though  she  still  encouraged  his 
company.  When  his  fund  of  flattery  was  nearly  exhausted,  watch- 
ing a  proper  opportunity,  he  knocked  her  footmam  off  his  horse, 
and  addressed  her,  saying,  u  Madam,  I  have  been. a  great  while 
disputing  with  you  about  the  beauty  of  your  person  ;  but,  you  in- 
sist so  strongly  upon  my  being  mistaken,  that  I  cannot  in  good 
manners  contradict  you  any  longer.     However,  I  am  not  satis- 
fied yet  •  that  you  have  nothing  handsome  about  you  ;  therefore, 
I  must  beg  leave  to  examine  your  pocket,  and  see  what  charms 
are  contained  there."   Then,  pulling  out  a  purse  of  fifty  guineas, 
*'  These  are  the  charms  I  mean,"  said  he,  and  then  left  the  disap- 
pointed fair  one,  to  reflect  upon  the  nature  of  flattery,  which  feeds 
upon  those  who  receive  it; 

Bew  had  not  pursued  his  depredations  many  years,  until  he 
was  apprehended,  and  suddenly  expired,  when  cutting  a  few  capers 
jn  the  air  near  a  place  called  Tyburn. 


MUL  SACK,   alias,  JOHN  COTTINGTON. 

Tflfs  man's  father  was  a  petty  hanerdasher  in  Cheap^side,  but 
living  above  his  income,  he  djed  so  poor  that  he  was  interred  by 
the  parish.  He  had  eighteen  children,  fifteen  daughters  and  tfcree 
sonsv  Our  hero  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  at  the  age  of 
eight,  b£  was  bound  an  apprentice  to  a  chimney-sweepeT.  In  his 
first  year,  deeming  himself  as  expert  .at  his  business  as  his  master*  % 
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he  left  him,  and  acting  for  himself,  soon  acquired  a  great  ran^f 
business. 

Money  now  coming  in  upon  him,  he  frequented  the  tavern, 
and  disdaining  to  taste  of  any  thing  but  mulled  sack,  he  acquired 
that  appellation.   One  evening  he  there  met  with  a  young  woman, 
with  whom  he  was  so  enamoured,  that  "  he  took  her  for  better  for, 
worse."     Bat  not  enjoying  that  comfort  in  this  union  which  his 
imagination  had  painted  to  him,  he  frequented  the  company  of 
other  women,  until  it  became  necessary  to  make  public,  contribu- 
tions to  supply  their  pressing  necessities.     His  first  trials  were  ia 
picking  pockets  of  watches,-  and  any  small  sum  he  could  find. 
Among  others,  he  robbed  a  lady  famous  among  the  usurper*,  of 
a  gold  watch  set  with  diamonds,  and  another  lady  of  a  similar  piece 
of  luxury,  as  she  was  going  into  church  to  hear  a  celebrated 
preacher.  By  the  aid  of  his  accomplices,  the  pin  was  taken  out  of 
the  axle  of  her  coach,  which  fell  down  at  the  church  door,  and  in 
the  crowd,  Mul  Sack,  being  dressed  as  a  gentleman,  gave  her  his 
hand,  while  he  seized  her  watch.     The  pious  lady  did  not  disco- 
ver her  loss,'  until  she  wished  to  know  the  length  of  the  sermon, 
when  her  devout  meditations,  excited  by  the  consoling  exhorta- 
tion of  the  pious  preacher,  were  sadly  interrupted  by  the  loss  of 
her  watch.  It  is  related,  that,  upon  a  certain  Occasion,  he  had  the 
boldness  to  attempt  the  pocket  of  that  canting  hypocrite  Oliver 
Cromwell^  and  that  the  danger  to  which  be  was  then  exposed,  de? 
termined  him  to  leave  that  sneaking  trade,  and  in  a  genteel  man* 
ner  enter  upon  the  honourable  profession  of  public  collector  on  tie 
highway. 

He  entered  into  partnership  with  Tarn  Cheney.  Their  first 
adventure  was  attacking  Colonel  Hewson,  who  had  raised  him- 
self by  his  merit,  from  a  cobler  to  a  colonel.  He  was  riding  af 
some  distance  from  his  regiment  upon  Hounslow.  heath,  and,  even 
in  the  sight  of  some  of  his  men,  these  two  rogues  robbed  him.  The 
pursuit  was  keen  :  Tom's  horse  failing  him,  he  was  apprehended, 
but  Mul  Sack  escaped.  The  prisoner  being  severely  wounded, 
4>e  entreated  that  his  trial  might  be  postponed  on  that  account. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  lest  he  should  have  died  of  his  wounds, 
he  was  condemned  at  two  o'clock,  and  executed  that  evening, 
One  Heme  was  the  next  accomplice  of  Mul  Sack*    His  poos- 
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jteuPftis  were,"however,  generally  unfortunate.     Upon  their  first 
attempt,  Home  was  pursued,  token,  and  executed. 

Thus  so  often  bereft  of  his  associates,  he  acted  alone,  but  gene- 
rally committed  bis  depredation's  upon  the  republican  party,  who 
then  had  the  wealth  of  the  nation  in  their  possession.  Informed 
that  the  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds  was  on  its  way  from  Lon- 
don, to  pay  the  regiments  at  Oxford  and  Gloucester,  he  conceal* 
ed  himself  behind  a  hedge,  where  the  waggon  was  to  pass,  pre* 
sented  his  pistols,  and  the  guard,  supposing  that  many  more  must 
have  been  concealed,  fled,  and  left  him  the  immense  prise* 

There  were  a  few  passengers  in  the  waggon,  who  were  greatly 
affrighted:  He  consoled  them,  assuring  them,  that  he  would  not 
injure  them,  saying,  "  This  which  I  have  tak,en,  is  as  much,  mine 
as  their's  who  own  it,  being  all  extorted  from  the. public,  by  the 
rapacious  members  of  out  commonwealth,  to  enrich  themselves, 
maintain  their  janizaries,  and  keep  honest  people  in  subjection, 
•^-the  most  effectual  way  to  do  which,  is  to  keep  them  very  poor." 
When  not  employed  as  a  chimney-sweep,  which  profession  he 
•611  occasionally  pursued,  he  dressed  in  high  stile,  and  is  said  to 
have  received  more  money  by  robbing  than  any  man«in  that  age. 
One  day  being  informed  that  the  Receiver.general  was  to  send  up 
to  London  six  thousand  pounds,  he  the  night  before  entered  his 
house,  and  rendered  that  trouble  unnecessary.  Upon  the  noise 
which  this  notorious  robbery  occasioned,  Mul  Sack  was  apprehend- 
ed, but  through  cunning,  baffling  the  evidence,  or  corrupting  the 
jury,  *he  was  acquitted. 

In  a  litfle  time  after,  he  robbed  and  murdered  a  gentleman, 
and,  for  fear  of  detection,  went  to  the  Continent,  and  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Court  of  Charles  the  Second.  Upon  the  pretence 
of  giving  information,  he  came  home,  and  applied  to  Cromwell, 
confessed  his  crime,'  but  proposed  to  purchase  his  life  by  impor- 
tant information.  But  whether  he  failed  in  his  promise,  or  whe. 
ther  Cromwell  thought  that  such  a  notorious  offender  was  unwor- 
thy to  live,  cannot4  be  ascertained;  one  thing  is  certain,  that 
he  wa*  tried  and  executed  in  the  forty  fifth  yea*  of  his  age. 
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TOM  AUSTIN. 

This  miscreant  was  born  of  very  respectable  parents,  whe 
left  him  a  farm  worth  about  eighty  pounds  per  annum,  and  ha 
received  with  his  wife  eight  hundred  pounds  of  portion  ;  hut,  in- 
stead of  improving  bis  farm  by  the  cash  which  he  had  received, 
he  spent  it  in  every  species  of  debauchery.  Nor  was  it  long 
before  be  was  constrained  to  mortgage  his  own  property. 

Thus  reduced  to  poverty,  be  betook  himself  to  the  highway, 
robbed  Sir  Zacharj/  tVilmot,  betwixt  Wellington  and  Taunton. 
df  an,  and  barbarously  murdered  him  for  making  some  resistance. 
Bis  booty  was  forty  six  guineas,  and  a  lilver-hiited  sword.  His 
money  being  spent,  be  went  to  visit  his  uncle,  who  lived  about  a 
mile  distant. 

He  found  that  his  uncle  was  absent,  and  sitting  down  to  keep 
the  family  company  until  bis  return,  he  shortly  seized  a  hatchet, 
cleft  the  skull  of  bis  aunt,  cut  the  throats  of  five  small  children, 
laid  them  all  in  one  heap,  and  robbed  the  house  of  sixty  pounds. 
Returpiug  to  his  wife,  she  observed  some  drops  of  blood  npon  bis 
neckcloth,  and  enquired  the  cause.  He  said,  "  I  will  show  yon 
the  manner  of  it;"  and  pulling  out  the  bloody  raiox,  cut  her 
throat  from  ear  to  ear.  Then  he  ripped  up  the  bowels  of  bis  tw* 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  not  three  years  old.  Scarcely 
had  he  completed  these  diabolical  cruellies,  when  his  uncle  acci. 
dently  came  to  visit  him,  who,  beholding  the  horrible  sight,  in. 
stautly  seized  (he  monster,  and  carried  him  before  a  magistrate, 
who  committed  him  to  Exeter  jail.  And  if  the  feelings  of  the 
uncle  were  severely  wounded  at  beholding  the  first  deed  of  blood, 
bow  agonizing  must  they  have  been,  when  he  went  home,  to  b|. 
bold  all  bis  own  faujily  weltering  in  their  blood  ! 

"■*■-  mind  shudders  «t  the  relation  of  such  un  heard  -of  barbarity, 
perpetration  of  which  nothing  appears  to  hare  excited 
natural  w retch,  bnt  the  gratification-  of  bis  own  iobnmaa 
Austin  suffered  death  for  his  atrocities,  and  continued 
.iid  hardened  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  When  the  hal. 
about  his  neck,  the  Ordinary  asked  him  if  be  had  any  thing 
lefore  he  died.  "  Nothing,  only  there's  a  woman  yonder 
me  curds  and  whey,  and  I  wish  I  could  hare  a  penny* 
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worth  of  "them  before  I  am  hanged,  because  I  dou't  know  when  I 
shall  see  any  again." 


EDWARD   awd  JOAN   BRACEY. 

Edward  was  a  highwayman  before  he  became  acquainted  with 
Joan.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  farmer,  and  she  consent, 
ed,  first,  to  rob  her  father,  then  to  run  off  with  her  lover.  Under 
the  character  of  man  and  wife,  they  frequently  robbed  on  the 
highway,  and  at  all  the  country  markets  and  fairs  carried  off  con* 
siderable  booty,  by  patting  their  hands  into  other  people's  pockets 
instead  of  their  own. 

Haying  collected  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  and,  afraid  of 
being  detected,  they  resolved  to  abandon  that  coarse,  and  took  an 
inn  in  the  vicinity  of  Bristol.  The  beauty  and  accomplishment! 
of  Joan  drew  many  customers  to  their  house,  and  she  was  not  so 
indifferent  to  her  own  interest  as  to  treat  their  kindness  with  in. 
difference. 

Among  those  who  wished  to  enjoy  more  than  a  glass  of  her 
strong  beer,  was  one  Day,  who  became  rather  urgent  in  his  im- 
portunities. The  night  was  appointed,  when  Edward  was  from 
home,  to  deal  kindly  with  Day.  At  the  appointed  hoar  he  ar- 
rived, was  kindly  received  by  the  maid,  informed  that  her  mis. 
tress  was  in  bed,  requested  to  pass  into  a  small  room,  where  be 
might  undress  himself,  and  so  find  his  clothes  ready  for  him  upon 
any  surprise.  From  modesty,  she  put  out  the  candle,  and  when 
Day  was  undressed,  she  opened  a  door,  and  immediately  lock. 
ed  it  behind  him.  Poor  Day  found  that  all  was  darkness;  he 
whispered  Joan's  name  as  loud  as  he  durst,  but  no  voice  answer, 
ed.  Nor  was  Joan  ready  to  receive  him  in  the  manner  he  ex. 
pected.  When  groping  in  the  dark,  he  discovered  the  trick 
played  upon  him  by  the  mistress  and  her  maid,  and  called  for  li. 
berry  and  his  clothes  ;  he  was  answered,  that  the  way  to  the  street 
was  down  the  backstairs,  and  the  street  door  was  only  bolted  in 
the  inside.  That  door,  however,  only  opened  to  a  narrow  lane, 
down  which  run  the  contents  of  a  common  sewer  j  but,  rather 
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than  be  found  in  that  situation  in  the  morning,  Day'  puddled  bis 
way  in  the  night,  and  with  much  difficulty  arrived  at  Ins  own  house, 
greatly  in  need  of  a  good  glass  and  a  warm  bed.  Were  every 
nightly  intruder  served  in  the  same  manner,  the  sacred  property 
of  husbands  would  be  more  secure. 

There  was  also  a  young  gentleman  who  frequented  this  inn, 
who,  haying  spent  his  fortune,  was  greatly  in  debt,  and  in  dan- 
ger of  being  arrested.  Edward  and  Joan  knew  that  he  had  an 
estate  of  a  hundred  a- year,  which  depended  upon  the  life  of  an 
aged  uncle  ;  they  were  therefore  desirous  io  have  the  reversion 
into  their  own  possession.  With  this  view  Joan  informed  him, 
.  that  her  husband  and  herself  were  going  to  rob  a  rich  merchant 
who  was  coming  from  Bristol  with  a  large  sum  of  money.  He 
consented  to  be  of  the  party,  .and  accordingly  the  merchant 
robbed  of  a  hundred  pounds.  The  fact  however  was,  that  it 
only  a  person  sent  out  by  these  two  knaves  to  entrap  the  young 
gentleman. 

Upon  their  return,  madam  took  an  early  opportunity  to  inform 
the  youth,  that  unless  he  made  over  the  reversion  of  his  estate  io 
her  husband  and  her,  they  would  instantly  swear  the  robbery  up- 
on him,  and  have  him  hanged.  He  had  no  -alternative :  to  perfect 
their  scheme,  they  retained  him  in  their  house  till  they  sold 
his  property,  and  constrained  him  to"  say.  that  tbey  procured  it 
from  him  in  an  honourable  manner. 

But,  in  consequence  of  these.,  and  similar  adventures,  their 
house  was  soon  so  notorious,  that  few  or  none  would  enter  it  ; 
upon  which,  shutting  their  door,  they  went,  in  imitation  of  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  to  seek  their  food  in  the  fields.  Bat  one  day 
having  robbed  a  person  of  quality,  Joan  was  apprehended,  tried, 
and  executed,  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  her  age. 

Edward  lurked  about  in  the  country,  but  one  day  bejng  dis- 
covered by  a  person  whom  he  had  robbed,  this  man  got  several 
others  to  assist  in  apprehending  him.  Bracey,  however,  hearing  a 
noise,  and  dreading  the  cause,  fortunately  seized  a  cap  and  apron 
of  one  of  the  waiters,  and  running  down  stairs  in  the  greatest 
hurry,  crying,  "  Comiog,  gentlemen,  coming !"  he  passed  by 
them,  went  to  the  stable,  saddled  his  horse,  and,  while  they  were 
searching  the  house  for  him,  fled  for  his  Mfe,     Some  of  his  ac* 
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complices,  who  were  in  the  house,  not  haviog  the  same  presence 
of  mi  ad,  were  taken,  and  suffered. 

J&dward  was  only  permitted  to  enjoy  liberty  and  life  a  little 
longer.  He  usually  rode  upon  a  white  mare,  so  that  a'man  whoa 
he  had  robbed  seeing  her  standing  at  the  door  of  an  inn,  and  con- 
eluding  that  the  robber  was  within,  alarmed  the  neighbourhood, 
and,  in  defending  himself,  he  was  so  severely  wounded  that  ha 
died  in  three  days* 


«! 


ANN    HARRIS. 

Ann  was, born  of  honest  parents,  and  trained  up  to  industry, 
fcut,  being  seduced  by  one  James  Wadsworth,  she  abandoned 
herself  to  every -species  o|  vice.  She  was  twice  a  hempen  widow 
in  three  years,  and  during  that  period  she  became  versant  ia  taa. 
ways  of  depredation.  She  went  one  day : to  a  mercer,  well  dr^ssu 
ed,  with  a  pretended  footman  attending  her*  Having  purchased 
more  than,  two  hundred  pounds  value  of  silk  and  velvet,  which  be- 
ing a  larger  sum  than  she  had  upon  her,  she  requested  the  mercer 
to  go  home  with  her,  and  lie  would  receive  his  money.  Putting 
the  goods  into  a  hackney  coach,  she  rode  off  with  him  to  Doctor 
Adams )  who  kept  a  madhouse,  and  informed  the  Doctor  that  tW* 
was  the  gentleman  of  whom  she  spoke  in  the  morning.  In  a 
trice,  three  or  .four  lusty  fellows  seized  the- mercer,  one  by  the 
arms,  another  by  the  legs,  a  third,  by  the  centre,  and  dragged 
him  in,  while  the  poor  mercer  cried  out  for  his  two  hundred 
pounds.  "  Ay,  ay,"  quoth  the  Doctor,*,*4  the  poor  gentleman 
is  rery  bad  indeed ;  he's  raving  mad ;  tie  him  quickly  down  ia 
that  chair,  and  presently  shave. his  head."     , 

All. the  while  his  cry  was  either  for  his  goods,  or  his  money. 
The  Doctor  said*  "  Pray,  madam,  see  how  his  lunacy  makes,  him 
talk  at  random."  Shaking  her  head,  she  replied,  "  True,  Sir* 
but  is  there  any  hope  of  his  recovery?"  "  You  .must  know, -ma- 
dam, that  there  are  three  kinds  of  frenzies,  according  to  the  three 
internal  senses,  of  imagination,  cogitation,  and  memory  ;  this  gen- 
fleman  is  affected  with  the  worst  of  freuzies,  but  I  hope  that  he  wUl  . 
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be  better  in  a  month's  time."  Meanwhile  Nan  gave  the  Doctor 
five  guineas,  giving  him  strict  charge  to  take  care  of  her  husband, 
and  she  would  grudge  no  experices.  The  distracted  mercer  ex* 
claimed,  "  She's  lying,  the  — — !  she's  none  of  my  wife  1  my  wife  is 
at  home  in  Ludgate  Street,  stop  her  !  stop  her !  stop  her  !  she  has 
cheated  me  of  my  silk  and  velvet,  I  am  not  mad  1  I  am  not  mad ! 
but  a  parcel  of  rogues  here  will  make  me  run  out  of  my  senses." 
Doctor  Adams  then  said  tp  his  men,  '*  Poor  gentleman,  he's  very 
bad  indeed,  we  must  bleed  him,  and  give  him  a  great  glyster  at 
night ;  confine  him  to  a  room  where  there's  no  Jight  at  all,  aod 
bind  him  fast  down  hand  and  foot  in  the  straw,  and  for  one  week 
give  him  nothing  but  water  gruel,  with  little  or  no  bread  in  it ;  but 
the  week  after,  if  his  distemper  decreases^  we  may  venture  to  give 
him  a  little  ptisan  broth,  boiled  with  some  husked  barley."  The 
mercer  hearing  these  directions,  cried  out,  i4  I'll  have  none  of 
my  blood  taken  from  me  !  I  have  had  enough  taken  from  me  al- 
ready without  paying  for  it.  I  want  no  glyster, — I  tell  you  that  I 
am  in  my  right  senses :  I'lKhave  none  of  your  gruel  and  broth; 
what,  cheat  me  and  starve  me  too  !  No,  no,  1  am  not  lunatic." 
Quoth  the  Doctor,  "  You  shall  not  be  starved,  Sir  ;  what  diet  I 
prescribe  you  now  is  to  restore  you  to  your  health  again."  "  To 
health  again !  I  think  you  are  going  to  take  it  from  me,  as  the 
base  woman  has  my  goods," 

All  his  remonstrances  were  to  no  purpose.  The  doctor's  di. 
rections  were  followed.  Nan,  however,  sending  a  letter  to  the 
mercer's  wife,  informing  her  where  to  find  her  husband,  she  went 
along  with  some  friends,  and  procured  his  liberty. 

At  another  time,  Nan,  in  company  with  one  Charles  Moore  j 
an  infamous  rogue,  called  upon  Doctor  Case,  told  him  a  long  pre* 
tended  story  of  her  husband  having  fallen  down  a  stair,  and  great- 
ly bruised  himself,  when  he  was  drunk.  She  expressed  her  great 
anxiety  about  the  recovery  of  her  husband,  but  while  the  Doctor 
Was  conversing  with  her,  and  endeavouring  to  answer  her  absurd 
Questions,  Nan  and  her  associate  contrived  to  throw  a  noose  over 
his  head,  and  almost  strangled  him,  while  they  stole  a  silver  tan. 
kard  and  a  cup,  and  went  off  to  divide  their  booty. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  when  Moore  was  detected  in  his  vil- 
lanies,  and  suffered  at  Tyburn.  Nan  was  neither  reformed  nor 
retarded  in  her  iniquities  by  such  an  awful  example.    She  carried 
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on  a  lucrative  trade  among  the  goldsmiths  and  shopkeepers.  For 
these  crimes  she  was  so  often  detected,  and  burnt  in  the  face, 
that  there  was  scarcely  any  place  left  upon  which  to  place  a  new 
mark. 

fiat  she  was  at  last  apprehended  for  stealing  from  the  shop  of 
John  Anderson,  tried  and  condemned.     Under  the  pretence  that 
she  was  with  child,  her  sentence  was  delayed,  and  all  attempts  to 
render  herself  actually  so,  proving  in  Tain,  (although  she  put  in 
requisition  all  the  men  in  the  prison),  she  was  hanged  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  her  age. 


TOM    SHARP. 

This  young  man  was  bred  a  glover,  and  after  the  term  of  hi? 
apprenticeship  expired,  having  associated  with  profligate  company,    - 
he  soon  became  so  hardened  in  wickedness,  that  neither  whole- 
some advice,  threats,  nor  the  fatal  example  of  his  companions,  had 
the  smallest  influence  in  checking  his  villanies. 

One  day  he  dressed  himself  in  a  suit  of  black  clothes,  and  an 
old  canonical  gown,  and  went  to  a  tavern  where  a  company  of 
ministers  were  at  an  entertainment.  He  entreated  the  waiter  to 
inform  the  company  that  a  poor  scholar  was  down  stairs  supplica- 
ting their  charity.  He  was  called  up  stairs,  and  entertained 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  company,  and  by  a  contribution  received 
about  four  or  five  pounds.  Some  of  them  then  began  to  ask  hitn 
a  few  questions,  to  which  he  could  not  give  very  satisfactory  an* 
swers :  He  owned,  indeed,  that,  so  far  from  reading  Latin  or 
Greek,  he  could  neither  read  nor  write  English:  Upon  which 
one  of  the  company  observed,  u  that  he  was  a  very  poor  scholar 
indeed !" — "  Then,'*  said  Tom,  u  I  have  not  deceived  you  gen- 
tlemen,"—-and  retired  with  the  fruits  of  their  benevolence,  leaving 
them  to  enjoy  their  amusement  in  their  own  way. 

Tom,  along,  with  a  few  of  his  companions,  continued  to  fre* 
qnent  the  Fine  alehouse  at  Charing  Cross,  which  was  kept  t>y  an 
old  man  who  was  said  to  have  amassed  a  considerable  sum  of 
money.      Tom'  had  unsuccessfully  picked  all   the  locks  in   the 
house,   without  discovering  tfhere  bis  treasure  was  deposited. 
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Determined,  if  possible,  to  discover  where  his  gold  wis  concealed* 
he  and  his  companions  one  evening  set  fire .  to  the  curtain*  of  an 
old  rotten  bed  in  the  club  room.  The  alarm  was  given,— th© 
good  man  run  to  secure  his  money, — Tom  marked  the  place, — 
the  fire  was  extinguished  without  much  injury,  but  the  night  fol- 
lowing he  was  robbed  of  five  hundred  pounds,  which  almost  de- 
prived him  of  his  seuses.  • 

Tom's  dexterity  consisted  principally  in  robbing  waggons, — br 
waiting  in  a  dark  morning,  and  then  walking  at  the  tail  of  the 
waggon  until  he  had  taken  out  what  trunks  or  parcels  he  could 
most  readily  carry  off.  One  time,  however,  he  and  his  compa. 
nions  had  walked  long  without  finding  their  opportunity,  from  the 
master,  and  a  son  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  riding  behind  the 
waggon.  When  they  were  under  Newgate,  Tom  snatched  the 
boy  off  the  horse,  and  run  off  with  him.  The  father  cried  to  the 
servant  to  stop  the  waggon,  for  a  rogue  had  run  off  with  his  son; 
and  while  the  father  and  the  servant  were  running  after  Tom,*  to 
recover  the  boy,  his  accomplices  robbed  the  waggon  of  several 
pieces  of  cloth.  Tom  dropped  the  son  when  he  thought  that  his 
neighbours  had  seized  the  goods. 

Under  this  species  of  theft,  is  also  included  the  cutting  off 
trunks  and  boxes  which  are  placed  behind  coaches,  or  bags  or 
portmanteaus  from  behind  horses.  Upon  a  eertaiu  evening  Tom 
and  another  followed  a  man  from  place  to  place,  but  could  not 
cut  off  his  portmanteau,  because  the  man  always  held  one  hand 
upon  it.  -  Tom  was  at  length  so  enraged,  that  he  give  the  man  a 
severe  knock  over  the  fingers,  crying  out,  "  What,  will  you  ride 
over  people  !"  and  while  the  fellow  put  his  hand  to  his  nlouth,  he 
cut  off  his  portmanteau,  in  which  was  several  things  of  consider- 
able  value. 

One  day  Tom  went  into  Godlington's  coffee-house,  and  sitting 
down  at  a  common  table,  in  comes  one  of  his  comrades,  and  sat 
down  beside  him.  Not  long  after,  they  Were  joined  by  an  altor. 
ney.  MeaftwhMe,  Tom  was  looking  upon  a  curious  medal  which 
be  had  picked  up^n  the  course  of  his  business.  The  attorney  de- 
sired the  favour  of  a  sight  of  it,  and  returned  the  medal,  com- 
mending it  very  highly.  Tom's  co/nrade  also  requested  a  sight 
of  it,  while  he  at  the  same  time  went  off  with  it.  Our  adventurer 
knew  where  to  find  him.    A  short  time  after,  he  demanded  the 
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Daedal  fro&x  the  attorney,  excusing  his  detaining  it  from  mere  for* 
getfujnejft.  "  Sir^"  replied  the' attorney,  "  I  thought  you  got  it 
back  long  since.?*  Tom  told. him  that  he  had  not ;  and  as  he  deli* 
yered  it  to  him,  he  would  seek  it  from  no  other  person.  They 
fcame  to  high  words,  and  Tom,  taking  witnesses,  pursued  him,  and 
recovered  twjee  die  value  of  his  medal* 

r  Tom  next  tried  the  art  of  Counterfeiting  money,  and  succeeded 
irery  weU  for  a  while  ;  he  then  employed  himself  in  picking  pockets 
dt  in  any  othef  thing  by  which  he  could  gain  a  penny.  He  wap, 
however,  at  last  detected)  and  committed  to  Newgate,  Here  he 
wa£  amply  supplied  with  money  by  bad  women  visiting  him ;  he 
therefore  enjoyed  every  indulgence  from  the  jailor.  When  going 
to. his  trial  with  tile  jailor;  he  stopped  at  a  barber's  to  shave,  and 
as  the  jailor  was  In  jueed  of  the  same  operation,  he  also  requested 
ike  barber  to  shave  him.  The  turnkey  was  under  the  necessity 
of.  shutting  his  eyes  during  part  of  the  operation,  and  Tom  wenjt 
off.  The  turnkey  overturned  every  thing  which  was  in  his  way* 
and  with  the  barber's  cloth  about  him,  arid  his  napkin  upon .  ht$ 
head,  he  run  after  Tom,  crying,  u  Stop  thief!  stop  thief!"  Tom 
kowerer  was  soon  beyond  his  reach.  . 

But,  to  prevent  discovery,  Tom  now  took  up  his  lodgings  with  a 
poor  illiterate  taylor,  who  had  lately  commenced  astrologer,  and 
had  a  great  desire  to  learn  the  Arabic,  in  order  to  be  qualified  (be 
tead  some  of  the  famous  astrologers  hi  that  language.  Our  ad» 
venturer,  who  was  always  ready  to  do  any  thing 'to  gain  a  penny, 
engaged  to  teach  him  in  three  months  for  two  pounds,  the  one  HaK 
jn  hand,  and  .the  other  when  the  work  was  finished.  He  went  en 
learning  him  for  a  few  days,  and  then  changed  his  lodgings. 

Tom  next  went  to  the  Portuguese  chapel,  and  being  wrapped 
in  a  large  clock,  he  exchanged  the  silver  bason,  which  held  the 
holy  water,  for  a  pewter  one,  and,  at  the  sirae  time,  threw  in  ft, 
quantity  of  lamp  black  among  the  water.  The  priest  and  all  his 
congregation  having  crossed  themselves  with  the  holy  Vater,  they 
were  not  a  little  surprised  at  beholding  each  others  countenances^ 
Then,  examining  the  water,  they  found  not  only  that  it  was  ming- 
led with  black,  but  that  the  silver  bason  was  exchanged  for  a  pew- 
ter one.  The  result  was,  that  poor  Tom  was  cursed  with  bett, 
nook,  and  candle. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  Tom's  adventures,,  dot  their  »umb*J? 

*  .  '  fc  c 
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may  be  conceived  from  this  circumstance,  that  he  was  so  lesft 
than  eighteen  times  in  Newgate,  before  the  fatal  commitment. 
Both  as  a  specimen  of  his  eloquence,  and  comic  and  tragic  powers, 
we  shall  insert  the  following  description  of  that  prison  given  by 
Tom. 

"  Tis  a  dwelling  in  more  than  Cimmerian  darkness,  an  habi- 
tation of  misery,  a  confused  chaos,  without  any  distinction,  a  bot- 
tomless pit  of  violence,  and  a  Tower  of  Babel,  where  all  are  speak- 
ers, and  no  hearers.  There  is  mingling  the  noble  with  the  ig- 
noble, the  rich  with  the  poor,  the  wise  with  the  ignorant,  and  the 
debtors  with  the  worst  of  malefactors.  It  is  the  grave  of  genti- 
lity, the  banishment  of  courtesy,  the  poison  of  honour,  the  centre 
of  infamy,  the  paradise  of  cozenage,  the  hell  of  tribulation,  the 
treasure  of  despair,  the  refuge  of  vengeance,  and  den  of  foxes. 
There  he  that  yesterday  was  great,  to-day  is  mean ;  he  that  was 
well  fed  abroad,  there  starves  ;  he  that  was.  richly  clad,  is  stark 
naked ;  he  that  commanded,  obeys ;  and  he  that  lay  in  a  good 
bed,  is  forced  to  rest  himself  on  the  hard  boards,  or  cold  stones. 
There  civility  is  metamorphosed  into  insolence,  courage  into  sub- 

« 

tility,  modesty  into  boldness,  knowledge  into  ignorance,  and  or- 
der into  confusion  :  There  one  weeps,  whilst  another  sings  ;  one 
prays,  whilst  another  swears  ;  one  goes  out,  another  comes  in ; 
one  is  condemned,  another  absolved  ;  and  in  fine,  one  shall  hard- 
ly  find  two  persons  of  one  mind  and  exercise. 

"  There  hunger  is  their  appetite  ;  their  times  of  meals,  always 
when  they  get  any  thing  to  eat;  their  table,  the  floor ;  their 
sauce,  the  filthy  stinks  of  their  wards  ;  and  their  music,  nothing 
but  sndring,  sneezing,  and  belching.  The  hangings  of  their 
chambers  are  ever  in  mourning,  adorned  with  large  borders  of 
cobwebs ;  their  seats  the  ground  ;  and  they  live  apostolically  ;  that 
is,  without. scrip,  without  staff,  and  without  shoes  Many  of  their 
collars  are  edged  with  a  piece  of  peeping  linen,  to  represent  a 
neck-cloth;  but  indeed  it  is  only  the  forlorn  re  Ires  of  their  shirts 
crawling  out  at  their  necks  ;  and  some  of  the  prisoners  have  their 
appointed  hours,  wherein  they  fight  their  bodily  enemies,  and 
evermore  obtain  the  victory,  by  continually  bearing  in  triumph 
the  blood  of  the  vermin  they  destroyed  on  their  nails.  In  a  word, 
sighs  are  their  chief  air,  coldness  their  comfort,  despair  their  food, 
fftttling  of  chains  their  music,  and  death  and  damnation  their  sole 
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expectation ;  whilst  a  turnkey,  with  a  grim  aspect  of  bis  counter 
nance,  makes  them  tremble  with  fear  of  a  new  martyrdom ;  though 
the  insulting  rascal,  in  the  height  of  his  pride ^  need  dot  screw  his 
ill  favoured  face  to  a  frown,  because  he  knows  not  how  to  look 
otherwise ;  which  s6  dejects  the,  spirits  of  those  poor  imprison* 
ed  slaves,  who  fear  him,  that  the  condition  of  their  looks  seems  to 
implore  his  smiles  *  thoug  hhis  flinty  heart,  having  renounced  anj 
remorser  casts  a  defiance  in  their  sad  and  piteous  faces* 
•  Tom  finished  his  career,  by  shooting  a  watchman  who  had  pre* 
vented  him  from  breaking  into  a  shop*  After  sentence*  he  con- 
tinued as  hardened  as- ever;  and  despised  all  instruction  ;  but  when, 
the  halter  was  about  his  neck,  he  cried  out  bitterly  for  mercy,  and 
manifested  the  strongest  signs  of  wretchedness  and  wild  despair. 
In  this  awful  state  of  mind,  the  cart  went  forward  j  and  he  suffered 
the  due  demerit  of  his-  crimes* 
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This  man's  life  is  thus  given  in  a  letter  addressed  to  a  friend  iii 
<he  country.—"  Sir,  This  notorious  fellow,  aged  twenty  six  years 
4tthe  time  of  his  death,  was  born  at  Portsmouth  in  Hampshire; 
where  his  father  and  mother  dying,  his  sister  took  care  of  him  for 
a  while  ;  but  she  not  being  able  to  stippdrt  herself;  left  him  to  the 
parish  to  keep  hiris,  the  overseers  Whereof  placed  hi  to  out  to  spin\ 
pack-thread.     After  two  years  he  left  thdt  employment,  and  went 
to  a  silk. throwster  for  a  year  And  a  half;  wheii  running  awifcjr 
from  hid  master,   he  took  bad  courses,  as  being  addicted  to  gam- 
ing, swearing,   drunkenness,  and  theft  *  but  a  gang  of  the  Ruby 
man-of-war  pressing  him,  he  went  on  board  that  ship  to  sea,  Where 
fobbing  the  seamens'  chests,  he  wds  often  Whipped  at  the  capstttfto, 
put  in  the  bilboes,  and  once  keelhauled.     Reel,  hauling  a  man, 
is  tying  a  rope  round  his  middle,   to  which  two  other  ropes  are  so 
fastened,   that  carrying  hirn  to  the  end  of  the  riuliil-yard-arm  on 
the  starboard  side  of  the  ship,  he  is  flung  front  thence  into  the  wa« 
ter,  and  hauled  under  the  ship,  by  a  mail  standing  on  the  main- 
yard*  arm  ori  the  larboard-side,  where  a  gun  ir  fired  over  the  crfc 
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[>§  head  as  he  is  drawing  up.  However,  as  no  punishment 
would  deter  Seager  from  pilfering,  the  captain  of  the  ship,. 
rather  than  be  plagued  with  him,  put  him  ashore  at  Plymouth, 
from  whence  he  begged  his  way  to  Portsmouth,  where  he  listed 
himself  into  Johnny  Gibson's  regiment,  to  whom  he  was  a  conti- 
nual plague. 

.  "  The  first  time  he  mounted  guard,  being  put  centry  on  the 
ramparts,  and  ordered  by  the  corporal  not  to  let  the  grand  rounds 
pass  w  ithout  challenging,  he  said  he  would  take  care  of  them,  ima- 
gining, that  if  he  challenged  them,  he  must  fight  them  too.  So 
the  grand  rounds  going  about  at  twelve  at  night,  with  Johnny 
Gibson  at  the  head  of  ihem,  Seager,  who  had  got  a  whole  hatful 
of  stones  by  him,  because  he  chose  to  fight  at  a  distance,  cries  out ; 
Who  comes  there  ?  Being  told,  they  were  the  grand  rounds ;  "  Oh ! 
d  mn  ye,"  quoth  George,  "  the  grand  rounds  are  ye  !  Have  at 
you  th  en  ;  for  I  have  waited  for  you  this  hour  and  above."  So 
pelting  them  with  stones  as  fast  as  he  could  fling,  the  grand  rounds 
could  not  pass  any -farther  tirl  they  called  out  to  the  captain  of  the 
Lamport  guard)  who  sent  the  corporal  to  relieve  him,  in  prder 
to  his  being  examined ;  but  Johnny  Gibson  finding  him  to  be  a 
a  raw  soldier,  who  had  never  been  upon  duty  before,  he  escaped 
any  punishment  inflicted  on  offenders  by  martial  law. 

"  Another  time,  some  arch  soldier  putting  a  whisp  of  hay  into  the 
month  of  the  wooden  horse,  which  stands  at  the  end  of  the  parade. 
by  the  main-guard  house,  Johnny  Gibson  espying  it,  quoth  he, 
"  lee  warrant  him  an  honest  fellow,  who  was  so  kind  as  to  give  my 
horse  some  hay  ;  gin  ise  ken  who  it  was,  ise  give  him  saxpence  to 
drink"  George  standing  by  the  Governor  when  he  said  so,  quoth 
he,  u  It  was  1,  Sir,  who  gave  your  horse  that  hay."  Said  Johnny 
"  Then,  ise  vow  it  was  well  done  of  thee,  and  there  is  sixpence  for 
thy  pains $  but  as  you  was  so  civil  as  to  feed  my  horse,  you  ought 
to  ride  him  to  the  water  too."  So  commanding  him  presently  to 
be  mounted  on  it,  with  a  fifty  pounds  weight  at  his  feet,  he  there 
sat  for  an  hour,  cursing  Johnny's  civility  to  him  to  the  very  pit  of 
hell, 

"  But  not  long  after  this  riding-bout,  George  standing  centry  one- 
night  at  Johnny's  door,  as  he  was  coming  homewards  to  his  house, 
quoth  he,  **  Who  comes  there  ?"  Johnny  Gibson  the  Governor, 
Mpliedj  "  A  friend,  lad,"-."  What  friend?  Stand,  Sir"— Quo* 
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Johnny,  u  Ise  am  the  Governor."  George  reply  ed, 4<  1  donnknow 
that ;  therefore  stand  off,  till  I  cad  the  corporal,  or  else  I'll  shoot 
you.'*  Johnny  would  fain  have  pressed  upon  his  post ;  but  when  he 
saw  himself  frustrated  in  his  design,  quoth  he,  "  Ise  see,  honest 
friend,  that  ye  know  yer  duty,  therefore  ye  deed  no  call  the  corpo- 
ral, there's  a  shilling  for  ye  ;  and  if  ye'r  hungry,  ye  may  gang  into 
my  kitchen,  and  fill  yer  belly,  and  ra  the  mean  time  ise  wBJ  sand  for 
ye."  George  refused  his  favour  several  times ;  but  when  Johnny 
as  often  promised  him,  upon  his  word  and  honour,  that  not  the 
.  least  harm  should  come  to  him  for  leaving  his  post,  he  gave  him  his 
musquet,  and  went  into  his  kitchen.  When  he  had  filled  his  bel- 
ly, he  went  out  by  a  backward  door  to  the  guard-house,  where 
being  several  soldiers  playing  at  cards,  he  put  in  among  them. 
While  he  was  here,  the  corporal  espying  him,  "  Ha  !  ha  !"  quoth 
he,  <c  how  a  pox  came  you  here  from  your  post  already  ?"  George 
replied,  "  Don't  you  trouble  yourself  about  that,  I  have  got  one 
there  to  stand  for  me." 

"  The  corporal  said  no  more  to  him  then  j  but  about  an  hour 
1  and  a  half  afterwards  going  to  relieve  the  centries,  when  he  came  to 
George's  post,  he  was  much  surprized  to  see  Johnny  walking  there 
with  a  musquet  on  his  shoulders,  who  cried  out,  "  Come,  matrk 
'  haste,  man,  and  relieve  me,  for  it  is  a  vary  cold  night ;  but,  by 
my  sol,  ise  will  never  stand  for  any  knave  agen,  till  he  gang  to  All 
his  belly ;  however,  ise  shall  ken  that  ill  faurd  loon  another  time 
from  a  black  sheep."  Some  time  after,  George  being  in  Johnny's 
own  company,  and  standing  another  time  centry  at  his  door, 
wanting  shoes,  he  asked  him  for  a  pair :  Quoth  Johnny,  *«  Hast  thou 
ever  a  piece  of  chalk  about  thee  ?"  George  told  him,  yes ;  and 
giving  him  a  piece,  with  which  he  drew  out  a  pair  of  shoes  on  Jhe 
Centry. box,  quoth  he,  "  Thear's  a  pair  for  thee."  George  coutd 
not  well  tell  what  to  say  to  him  ;  but  as  soon  as  Johnny  went  in 
doors,  he  draws  out  a  man  standing  centry  on  the  centry.boi, 
and  went  off  from  his  post.  Afterwards  the  Governor  coming 
out,  and  seeing  what  George,  who  was  not  there,  had  done,  he 
presently  went  to  the  guard-house  to  see  for  him ;  but  finding 
none  of  gentleman,  he  sent  a  corporal  with  a  file  of  musqueteets 
to  look  for  him.  After. long  searching  about  the  town,  they  found 
htm  playing  at  all-fours  in  an  ale-house,  and  brought  him  prisoner 
to  Johnny,  who- demanding  how  his  impudence  could  be  so  fctetit 
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as  to  quit  bis  post  before  he  was  relieved,  he  said,  he  had  left  a 
man  to  do  his  duty.  "  Yes,"  quoth  Johnny  "  a  man  chalked 
out  for  me  V9  "  Why,"  replies  George,  "  I  thought  a  cen. 
try  chalked  out  for  you,  would  do  as  well  as  a  pair  of  shoes  for 
me.'9  But,  to  be  short,  Johnny  committed  him  to  the  hole,  where* 
living  only  upon  the  allowance  of  bread  and  water  for  fourteen 
days,  he  was  then  brought  forth,  an 4  ran  the  gauntloqp  six  times 
through  the  whole  regiment. 

"  After  this,  George  had  also  ran  the  gauntloop  several  times 
for  robbing  the  soldiers  barracks  of  victuals,  linen,  or  any  thing 
else  that  he  could  find  ;  but  no  punishment  deterring  him  from  his 
pilfering  tricks,  he  was  in  a  draught  sent  over  to  Flanders,  where 
going  one  day  into  a  great  church  in  Brussels,  he  espied  a  Capu- 
phin- friar  confessing  a  young  woman  in  a  very  private  place  ;  and 
as  soon  as  the  good  old.  father  had  giyen  absolution  to  his  peni- 
tentiary, he  made  up  to  him  under  pretence  of  confessing  his  sins ; 
for,  as  it  happened,  the  friar  was  an  Englishman. '  But,  instead  qf 
confessing  his  manifold  crimes,  his  intention  was  to  commit  more, ; 
f6r,  pulling  a  pistol  out  of  his  pocket,  and  clapping  it  to  his  breast, 
quoth  he^  *'  Reverend  father,  I  perceiyed  the  young  gentlewoman,, 
whom  you  just  now  confessed,  gave  you  something  ;  but,  let  it  be 
more  or  less,  unless  you  surrender  it  to  me,  who  have  most  need 
of  it,  I  will  shoot  you  through  the  heart,  although  I  was  sure  to 
be  hanged' this  very  moment  for  it." 

"  The  friar  being  much  surprised  .at  these  dangerous  words, 
and  deeming  life  sweet,  he  gave  him  what  he  had  of  his  female  pe- 
nitentiary, which  was  two  louis  d'ors  ;  then  binding  him  hand  and 
foot  in  a  corner  adjacent  to  his  confession-box,  Tom  went  away ; 
and  that  same  day,  deserting  his  regiment,  made  the  best  of  his 
Way  for  England,  where  he  committed  several  notorious  burgla- 
ries in  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  out-parts 
thereof;  but  at  last  being  apprehended,  and  sent  to  Newgate,  for 
breaking  open  the  house  of  the  Lord  Cutts,  and  taking  thence 
plate  and  fine  linen  valued  at  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  he 
was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednesday  the  twenty  seventh  daj- 
of  January,  in  the  year  1696-97, 

"  Thus  have  I  given  you  all  the  account  I  could  collect,  of  a 
man  whose  life  you  were  jo  desirous  to  be  acquainted  with; 
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there  is  nothing  very  remarkable  in  his  actions ;  but  his  being  your 
countryman,  is  a  sufficient  excuse  for  your  curiosity."         \ 

"  I  am.  Sir,  yours,"  &c. 

» 

Along  with  him  was  executed  Joseph  P }  otter ,  aged  twenty  se- 
ven years,  and  born  in  Southwark  ;  who,  running  away  from  King 
William?*  service  at  sea,  broke  open  the  Lady  Awoerquerque*  s 
house,  and  took  from  thence  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  in 
money,  which  he  consumed  in  less  than  a  week;  and. when  he 
eame  to  the  tree,  such  was  his  impudence  as  to  say,  "  I  must  needs 
own  that  I  have  brought  my  hogs  to  a  fair  market,  but  what  care  I 
for  hanging,  since  a  short  life  well  spent  is  better  than  along  one!" 

Benjamin  Ellison  ^  aged  twenty  five  years,  and  born  at  Wap* 
ping,  was  condemned  for  breaking  open  the  house  of  the  Earl  of 
Alber marie,  and  taking  thence  some  jewels,  and  a  gold  watch  of 
great  value  ;  but  he  was  not  much  concerned  at  his  untimely  end  ; 
for,  instead  of  repenting,  he  said,  "  If  I  now  was  to  lire  my  life 
over  again,  I  would  be  no  other  trade  but  a  thief ;  because  he  has 
bo  sooner  done  his  work,' but  be  is  paid  for  his  labour." 

James  Ay  res,  aged  thirty  years,,  and  born  in  Scotland,  was 
condemned  for  committing  several  notorious  robberies  on  the  high 
way,  and  being  come  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  espying  a  coun- 
try fellow  gazing  earnestly  upon  him,  quoth  he,  at  the  saqae  time 
pointing  towards  him,  u  I  have  got  one  half-crown  in  my  breeches 
still ;  and  believing  you  to  be  out  of  business,  I  will  give  it  yon 
with  all  my  heart,  to  take  but  one  turn  for  me  for  half  an  hour  : 
and  let  me  tell  you,  a  crown  an  hour  is  good  working  for  any 
pan  in  England," 


NED  BONNET. 


Eoward  'Bonnet  was  born  of  respectable  parents  in  Elyy 
Cambridgeshire,   received  an  education  superior  to  many  of  his 
companions,  and  when  be  was  only  ten  years  old,  gave  the  follow- 
ing proof  of  his  promising  genius.  He  was  sent  to  the  parson  with 
he  present  of  a  spear* rib  of  a  hog,  wrapped  up  in  a  cloth,  in  ^ 
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fiasket.  N«d  knocked  with  sotte  degree  of  importance  at 
door, — a  servant  answered,  enquiring  his .  business,  w  I  want  to 
speak  with  your  master."  The  master  came,  "  Well,  my  dear, 
what-  is  your  business  ?"  "  Why,  only  my  father  has  sent  you 
this,"  says  young  Ned  ;  and  gives  him  the  basket,  without  moving 
bis  hat.  u  0  fie  !  fie  !  child,  have  you  no  manners  ?  you  should 
poll  off  ryour  hat,  and  say,— Sir,  my  father  gives  Ms  service  td 
you,  and  desires  you  to  accept  this  small  token.  Come,  gey  yon  out 
again,  with  the  basket,  and  knock  at  the  door,  and  1*11  let  yon  in, 
and  see  how  prettily  you  can  perform  it."  The  parson  waited 
Within,  until  his  impatience  to  receive  and  examine  the  contents 
of  the  basket,  incited  him  to  open  the  door.  But  Ned  was  at  A* 
considerable  distance,  walking  off  with  the  present.  "So  bo! 
So  ho,  Sirrah*  where  are  you  going  ?"  *VKome,  Sir,"  replied^ 
Tom,  in  an  equally  loud  voice.  "  Hey,  but  yon  must  com* 
back  and  do  as  I  bade  you  first."  "  Thank  you  for  that,  Sir,  I 
know  better  than  that ;  and  if  yon  teach  me  manners,  I'll  teach 
yon  wit.'*  The  father  smiled  at  the  story,  and  retained  his  spear* 
Tib. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  was  sent  an,  apprentice  to  a  grocery 
aerved  his  time  with  honour,  was  afterwards  married  to  a  young 
wojrian  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  continued  in  business,  until  he 
nad  acquired  about  six  hundred  pounds.  Unfortunately,  how* 
eve*,  be  was  reduced  to  poverty  by  an  accidental  fire.  Unable 
to  answer  the  pressing  demands  of  his  creditors,  be  left  the  place, 
and  came  up  td  London.  He  soon  became  acquainted  with  a 
band  of  highwaymen,  and  began  with  them  to  seek  from  the  high* 
way,  what  had  been  lost  with  fire. 

Nor  did  he  long  continue  in  the  inferior  walks  of  his  new  pro- 
fession, but  providing  himself  with  a  horse  which  learned  to  leap 
over  ditch,  hedge,  or  toll-bar,  and  to  know  all  the  roads  in  the 
country,  whether  by  day  or  by  night,  he  quickly  became  the  ter. 
ror  of  Cambridgeshire.     . 

Upon  this  horse,  he  one  day  met  a  Cantabrigiop,  who  was  posses- 
sed of  more  money  than  good  sense  or  morality,  in  a  ealash  with  a 
dashing  courtezan.  Ned  commanded  the  student  to  stand  and 
fleliver.  Unwilling  to  shew  his  cowardice  before  his  companion, 
be  refused.  Without  any  respect  to  the  venerable  University  to, 
$hich  he  belonged,  Ned  by  violence  took  from  him  about  six 


pounds,  presented  a  pair  of  pistols,  constrained  the*  hopeful  pair  to 
undress  themselves  of  every  rag,  bound  them  together,  and  grrw 
ing  the  horse  a  lashing,  he  went  off  at  the  fall  trot  with  them  to 
the  inn  to  which  he  belonged.  But  no  sooner  did  these  Adamites 
enter  the  town,  than  men,  women  and  children,  came  hallowing, 
shooting,  and  collecting  the  whole  town  to  behold  such  ah  Uncom- 
mon spectacle.  The  student  was  expelled  for  disgracing  the  Uni- 
versity, and  the  courtezan  was  sent  to  the  correction. house. 

Humurous  Ned  next  met  with  a  taylor  and  his  son  who  had 
arrested  him  for  five  pounds.  He  commanded  hhn  to  surrender 
and  received  thirty-five  in  place  of  his  five.  "  I  wonder,*'  said 
the  son,  *<  what  these  fellows  think  of  themselves  ?  Surely  thef 
mnst  go  to  hell  for  committing  these  notorious  actions."  "  God 
forbid,"  replied  the  taylor,  "  for  to  have  conversation  of  such 
rogues  there,  would  be  worse  than  all  the  rest." 

Ned's  next  adventure  was  with  an  Anabaptist  preacher,  whom 
be  commanded  to  deliver  up  his  purse  and  his  scrip.     He  began 
jby  reasonings,  ejaculations,   and  texts,  to  avert  the  impending 
evil.     Ned  was  soon  in  a  great  passion,  and  replied,  "  Pray,  Sir, 
keep  your  breath  to  cool  your  porridge,  and  .don't  talk  of  religions 
matters  to  me,  for  I'll  have  you  to  know,  that,  like  all  other  true 
bred  gentlemen,  I  believe  nothing  at  all  of  religion  ;  therefore  de- 
liver me  your  money,  and  bestow  your  laborious  cant  upon,  your   - 
female  auditors,  who  will  never  scold  with  their  maids  without 
cudgelling  them  with  broken  pieces  of  scripture."     Thus,  taking 
a  watch  and  eight  guineas,  be  tied  his  legs  under  his  horse,  and  let 
Kim  depart. 

Upon  another  occasion,  Ned  and  a  few  associates  met  a  noble* 
nan  and  four  servants,  in  a  narrow  pass,  and  accosted  them  in  his 
usual  style.  The  nobleman  pretended  that  he  supposed  they  were 
only  in  jest,  and  said,  that  if  they  would  accompany  him  to  the 
next  inn,  he  would  give  them  a  handsome  treat.  He  was  soon 
informed  that  they  prefered  the  present  to  the  future.  A  sharp 
dispute  ensued,  but  the  nobleman  and  his  men  were  conquered  ; 
he  was  robbed  of  a  purse  of  gold,  a  gold  watch,  a  gold  snuff  box, 
and  a  diamond  ring. 

They  were  conducted  into  an  adjacent  wood,  and  bound  hand 
atid  foot.  When  the  robbers  left  them,  they  said,  "  That  thejr 
would  bring  them  more  company  presently."     They  increased 
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the  number  to  twelve,  on  which  Ned  cried,  "  There  are  now 
twelve  of  you,  all  good  men  and  true  ;  so  bidding  yon  farewell, 
you  may  give  in  your  verdict  of  us  as  you  please,  when  we  are 
gone,  though  it  will  be  none  of  the  best ;  but,  to  give  as  little 
trouble  as  possible,  we  shall  not  now  stay  to  challenge  any  of  you*  \ 
So  once  more  farewell." 

Ned  and  his  companions  then  went  to  a  solitary  inn,  to  make 
themselves  happy  with  what  they  had  thus  honestly  acquired.     A 
traveller  who  was  benighted,  entered  the  same  inn,  and  while  con- 
versing with  the  landlprd,  Ned  introduced  himself,  and  not  long 
after  another  of  his  men,  who  pretended  to  be  an  old  acquaintance 
of  the  stranger's, .   He  however  did  not  recollect  him,  nor  was  he 
without  strong  suspicions  of  the  quality-  of  the  house  into  whick 
he  had  come*     They  insisted  upon  him  supping  with  tbem,  whick 
he  agreed  to.     By  pretending  to  treat  him,  and  he  insisting  to 
pay  his  share,  it  was  at  length  agreed  to  throw  for  the  payment 
of  the  whole,  amounting  to  more  than  three  pounds.     The  stran. 
ger  had  the  supper  to  pay.     He  went  to  bed,  barricadoed  his 
room. door  with  all  the  moveable  furniture  of  the  room.     His  cau- 
tion was  necessary  but  unavailing  ;  for  the  thieves  entered  by  a 
secret  door,  carried  off  his  clothes,  and  bound  him.     The  noise 
alarmed  the  house ;  Ned,  his  companions,  and  the  landlord,   all 
rushed  into  the  room,  and  bewailed  bis  case,  saying,  "  That  they 
would  have  the  rogues,  if  they  remained  upon  the  surface  of  the 
globe."     The  stranger  was  perfectly  convinced  that  they  had  not 
far  to  search  for  them,  but,  lest  his  life  should  have  been  taken. 
away  by  those  who  had  taken  away  his  clothes,  he  was  silent ;  and 
borrowing  some  old  garments  of  the  inn-keepert  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  returning  home,  having  no  money  with  which  to  pro. 
secute  (us  journey. 

Qne  day  having  the  misfortune  to  havehiS'horse  shot  under  him, 
Bonnet  embraced  the  first  opportunity  to  take  a  good  gelding  from 
the  grounds  of  the  man  who  kept  the  Red  Lion. inn.  Being  again 
equipped  like  a  gentleman,  he  rode  into  Cambridgeshire,  and  met 
with  a  gentleman,  who  informed  him  that  he  had  well  nigh  been 
robbed,  and  requested  him  to  ride  along  with  him  for  protection. 
Asa  highwayman  is  never  out  of  bis  way,  he  complied,  and,  at  a 
convenient  place,  levied  a  contribution,  as  protector  of  the  gen« 
tleman,  by  emptying  his  pockets  of  eighty  guineas.     He,  how. 
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ever,  had  the  generosity  to  give  him  half.a-crown  to  carry  him  t# 
tine  next  town* 

After  having,  according  to  computation,  committed  three  hun- 
dred robberies,  another  thief  being  apprehended,  in  order  to  save 
his  own  life  he  informed  upon  poor  Ned,  who  was  apprehendedt 
not  upon  the  highway,  but  in  his  own  lodgings,  and  sent  to  New- 
gate, and  at  the  next  assizes  carried  down  to  Cambridge,  senT 
tenced,  and  executed  before  the  castle,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
poqntry,  who  had  suffered  severely  by  his  depreciations. 


JACK    SHRIMPTON. 

John  Shrimpton  was  a  native  of  Buckinghamshire,  and  re* 
Ceived  an  education  corresponding  to  the  wealth  of  his  parents* 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  became  an  apprentice  to  a  soapboiler,  but 
that  occupation  not  suiting  his  unsettled  and  extravagant  disposi- 
tions, he  associated  himself  with  other  apprentices  of  similar  dis- 
positions', who  resolved  to  push  their  fortunes. 

After  a  great  many  lesser  trials  of  dexterity,  Jack  went  into 
the  army.  Here,  however,  the  same  bad  fortune  attended  him  as 
when  a  soapboiler, — viz.  that  his  coffers  were  too  often  empty. 
Accordingly  he  exchanged  the  employment  of  a  soldier  for  that 
of  a  collector  upon  the  highway.  One  day  he  met  a  barrister, 
who  conceiving  a  fancy  for  his  horse,  offered  him  thirty  pounds  for 
him.  Jack  insisted  upon  having  fifty,  saying,  "Sir,  mine  is  a 
horse  worth  his  weight  id  gold,  and  if  you  was  to  know  all,  he  has 
procured  me  more  money* than  ever  Bucephalus,  got  for  Alexan- 
der ;  therefore,  I  shall  not  part  with  him  upon  any  terms.  But, 
indeed,  Sir,  you  must  part  with  your  thirty  guineas,  or  dispute  the 
matter  with  sword  and  pistol."  The  barrister  was  not  much  gra- 
tified with  such  a  reply,  buf  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  contend 
with  such  an' experienced  hand* 

One  day  Jack  happening  to  fall  into  the  company  of  the  hang-, 
man,  he  asked  him,  "  What  is  the  reason,  when  you  perform 
yonr  office,  that  you  put  the  knot  just  under  the  ear ;  for  in  my 
opinion,  was  you  to  fix  it  in  the  aipe  of  the.  neck,  it  would  be 
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more  easy  to  the  sufferer."  The  hangman  replied,  "  If  one  Chris* 
tian  may  believe  another,  I  have  hanged  a  great  many  in  my  tine, 
but  I  never  heard  any  complain  yet.  However,  if  it  should  be 
your  good  Inck  to  make  use  of  me,  I  shall,  to  oblige  yon,  be  so  d? 
vil  as  to  hang  you  after  your  own  way."  Jack,  however,  (oW 
him  that  he  desired  none  of  his  favours,  because  tbey  were  gene, 
rally  of  a  very  dangerous  nature. 

The  worst  of  men  can,  upon  some  occasions,  do  a  kind  office. 
One  day  Jack  meeting  two  bailiffs  dragging  a  farmer  to  prison  for 
a  debt,  he  requested  to  know  what  was  the  sum,  and  consented  to 
pay  it  rather  than  allow  the  farmer  to  go  to  jail.  He  accordingly 
went  to  the  next  inn,  took  the  farmer's  obligation,  and  paid 
them  the  money.  They  were  no  sooner  gone,  than  he  rode  after 
them,  robbed  them  of  the  money  and  forty  shillings  more, — gave 
them  a  complete  drubbing,  and  returning  to  the  farmer,  cancel, 
led  his  bond,  gave  him  a  treat,  and  went  off  in  quest  of  new  ad- 
ventures. 

Not  long  after  this  adventure  Jack  encountered  a  miller*  wht 
presented  an  oaken  club,  and  commanded  Jack  to  surrender. 
Upon  this  Jack  fired  a  pistol,  and  terrified  the  miller  so,  that  he 
surrendered  at  mercy.     Then  Jack  thus  accosted  him,  "  Surely, 
friend,  thou  art  but  a  young  highwayman,   or  thou  wouldst  have 
knocked  me  down  first,  and  have  bid  me  stand  afterwards*"     The 
simple  miller  told  him  that  he  had  been  unfortunate,  and  that  he 
was  just  upon  the  road  to  retrieve  his  losses.      "I  am,"  said 
Shrimpton,   "a  highwayman,  and  I  am  waiting  to  rob  a  rich 
neighbour  of  yours,  who  is  to  pass  this  way ;  and  if  yoo  will  assist 
me,  you  shall  have  the  half  of  the  prize."     He  agreed,  and  re- 
ceived his  instructions  to  go  one  way,  while  Jack  was  to  go  ano- 
ther. They  went  their  round,  and  meeting  at  a  place  where  the  two 
roads  join,'  they  proceeded  on  their  walk  together  in  search  of 
their  prey*     Profiting  by  the  instructions  which  he  had  lately  re- 
ceived, the  miller,  walking  behind,  as  being  the  inferior  robber, 
gave  Jack  a  merciless  stroke  upon  the  head,  and  followed  the 
same  with  a  few  more  as  quickly  as  the  clock  strikes,  so  that  he 
robbed  Jack  of  about  eighty  guineas,  and  left  him,  protesting, 
that  he  would  never  again  take  a  miller  to  be  aw  apprentice* 

But  Jack  was  soon  to  have  a  more  serious  interview  with  the  hang- 
man.  He  was  one  evening  drinking  at  a  brandy. bouse,  when  a  watch- 
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man,  bearing  a  great  noise,  went  in,  and  carried  htm  along  to  the 
watch-house.  In  their  way  he  shot  the  watchman  through  the  . 
body,  and  threw  his  pistols  away,  that  they  might  not  be  found  " 
upon  him*  He  was  however  apprehended,  carried  before  a  ma. 
^gistr^te,  and  being  tried,  was  condemned  to  death.  Under  sen., 
tence  he  behaved  in  the  most  impious  manner,  refusing  the  assist* 
ance  of  those  clergymen  who  waited  upon  him.  Thus,  as  he  lived 
in  wickedness,  he  died  in  impenitence. 


CHRISTOPHER   DICKSON,   JOHN   GIBSON,   and 

CHARLES    WEYMOUTH. 

These  men  were  companions  in  guilt,  and  they  are  therefore 
united  in  this  narrative.  Their  first  adventure  upon  the  high- 
way was  with  a  poor  old  man,  who  had  nothing  but  a  pair -of 
spectacles.  Dickson  took  these  from  him,  upon  which  he  earnest- 
ly  entreated  him  to  return  them,  because,  being  above  three* 
score,  he  could  not  see  without  them.  Dickson  swore  that  he 
would  not,  but  Gibson  interfered,  saying,  "Prithee,  Dickson, 
give  the  old  fellow  his  spectacles  ;  for,  if  we  follow  this  trade,  we 
may  assure  ourselves  we  shall  never  reach  his  years  U>  make  use  of 
them."    .  , 

One  morning,  as  these  brethren  were  waiting  to  see  what 
would  come  to  pass,  they  found  the  carcase  of  a  dead  hone  by 
the  wayside,  and  removed  it  into  the  centre  of  the  road.  A  conn* 
try  man  came  riding  at  full  gallop  before  it  was  light,  and  stum- 
bling over  the  horse,  was  not  only  thrown  from  his  own  horse,  bnt 
cast  into  a  ditch.     The  robbers  drew  him  out  of  the  ditch,  robbed 
him  of  three  pounds,  bound  him  hand  and  foot,  while  his  horse 
through  fear,  had  run  home  with  all  speed.     Some  passengers 
soon  relieved  the  countryman,  who  seeing  the  dead  horse  upon 
the  road,  exclaimed,  "  Such  rogues  as  these  were  never  heard  of 
before,  for  they  have  stolen  the  very  skin  of  the  horse  that  I  rode 
on."  But  going  home  and  seeing  his  horse  in  the  stable,  he  said  to 
his  wife  and  servants,  "  How  came  Dobbin  alive  again  ?  I'm  sure 
it  can't  be  him,  it  must  be  the  devil  in  his  shape  y  for  my  hone 
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was  killed  and  flead  not  above  three  or  four  hours  ago  by  a  parcel 
of  rogues,  who  robbed  me  of  all  the  money  I  had  about  me."  Nor 
could  he  ever  be  persuaded  that  it  was  his  own  horse. 

These  desperate  fellows  continued  their  depredations  with 
Taried  success,  until  they  were  apprehended,  tried,  and  suffered 
the  punishment  awarded  to  their  crimes. 


EDWARD  BURNWORTH,   WILLIAM  BLEWrf, 
THOMAS    BERRY,   and    Others. 

The  father  of  Edward  Burn  worth  was  a  painter,  and  bound 
his  son  an  apprentice  to  a  bucklemaker.  After  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  went  into  the  company  of  vagrants,  and  neglected  his 
work.  Being  active  in  person,  and  enterprising  in  genius,  he 
distinguished  himself  in  cudgel,  playing,  and  those  exercises  which 
first  prepare  for  the  highway,  and  then  lead  to  the  gallows.  There 
was  one  Fraiier,  who  kept  an  inn,  which  was  frequented  by 
these  topeful  youths.  His  comrades  were  so  highly  pleased  with 
Burnworth's  exploits,  that  they  honoured  him  with  the  appellation 
of  young  Frazier.  He  was  proud  of  the  compliment,  and  was  more 
generally  known  by  that  name  than  by  that  of  Burnmorth. 

Frazier,  along  with  his  associates,  began  with  picking  pockets, 
and  in  that  way  did  more  mischief  than  any  gang  who  had  been 
before  them.  It  happened,  however,  that  for  an  action  of  this  kind 
Ned  was  committed  to  Bridewell,  where  he  employed  his  thoughts 
in  forming  a  regular  plan  of  operations,  and  devising  such  means 
as  would  render  him  and  his  companions  more  secure  in  their  lu- 
crative  employment. 

He  had  no  sooner  recovered  his  liberty,  than  he  sought  out  his 
confederates,  and  with  them  walked  the  streets  with  singular  au- 
dacity, as  there  were  warrants  out  against  several  of  them.  In 
frequenting  petty  ale-houses,  one  evening  in  the  Old  Bailey 
he  learned  that  one  Thomas  Ball,  (who  had  become  a  successor 
to  Jonathan  fVild,  whose  history  has  been  given  in  this 
volume,  p.  373  )  was  carousjng  ^^  Q|8  servants  and  atten. 
dants.  Burnworth  loaded  his  pistol,  went  into  an  inner  room  whef* 
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Ball  was,  presented  the  pistol  to  him,  saying,  u  Harkee,  you  fel- 
low, who  have  served  your  time  to  a  thief. catcher,  what  business 
might  you  have  with  me  or  my  company  ?  Do  you  think  to  get  a 
hundred  or  two  by  swearing  our  lives  away  ?  If  you  do,  you  are 
much  mistaken  ;  but  that  I  may  be  some  judge  of  your  talents  in 
that  way,  here's  a  glass  of  brandy,  and  swear  by  the  most  tre- 
mendous oaths  that  I  shall  prescribe,  that  you  will  never  more  at- 
tempt any  mischief  against  me  or  my  company."  Ball  had  no 
sooner  complied,  than  the  other  knocked  him  down,  and  went  to 
inform  his  friends  what  he  had  done. 

This  memorable  action  procured  him  the  command,  and  all 
were  willing  to  submit  to  his  direction.  In  this  manner  union 
added  to  their  strength,  and  enabled  them  to  act  upon  a  safer  and 
more  formidable  plan.  As  an  old  justice  of  the  peace  had  com- 
mitted Ned  to  prison,  he  proposed  to  reward  him,  by  robbing  his 
house.  The  company  were  successful,  but,  instead  of  plate,  they 
were  disappointed  in  finding  that  it  was  only  gilt.  He  was  for 
throwing  it  away,  but  Barton  was  of  a  different  opinion,  saying, 
44  That  they  should  be  able  to  sell  it  for  something."  Burnworth 
replied,  "  That  it  was  good  for  nothing  but  to  discover  them  ;  there- 

* 

fore  it  should  not  be  kept  at  any  rate."  While  they  were  warmly 
disputing,  several  of  their  companions  arrived  at  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous,  when  it  was  proposed  to  terminate  the  dispute  by  throw, 
ing  up  for  it.  Burnworth  gained  the  disposal  of  tire  hated  property, 
and  instantly  carried  it  to  the  river,  throwing  it  in,  saying,  "  He 
was  sorry  that  he  had  not  the  old  justice  there  to  share  the  same 

fate."  * 

While  loitering  about  the  fields  until  the  evening,  when  they 
might  renew  either  their  pleasures  or  their  depredations,  one 
of  their  companions  joined  them  in  the  greatest  hurry,  saying, 
"  Lads,  beware  of  one  thing  :  The  constables  have  been  all  about 
Chick.  Lane  in  search  of  folks  of  our  profession,  and  if  we  venture 
to  the  house  where  we  agreed  to  meet  to  night,  'tis  ten  to  one 
but  we  are  all  taken,"  Their  chief  admonished  them  to  keep  to- 
gether, and  as  they  were  well  armed,  a  small  force  would  not  ven- 
ture to  attack  them.  In  the  evening  they  ventured  into  the  town; 
but  the  people,  suspecting  their  appearance,  began  to  assemble 
in  formidable  numbers-,  on  which  they  thought  it  proper  to  leave 
the  place,  frequency  turning  about,  and  presenting  their  pistols 
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to  the  crowd,  and  swearing,  that  the  first  man  who  dared  to  touctl 
them,  should  instantly  be  shot  dead  upon  the  spot. 

Their  pursuers  being  dispersed,  a  consultation  was  held  what 
was  next  to  be  done.  Burnworth  proposed  that  they  should  enter 
9 d other  quarter  of  the  town,  and  then  go  directly  to  the  water*sideu 
He  next  proposed,  that,  in  order  to  secure  themselves  against 
present  and  future  danger,  there  was  nothing  better  than  to  go  to 
the  house  of  rkomas  Ball  the  thief. catcher,  and  to  kill  him  at 
once*  They  all  agreed  to  the  proposal,  but  One,  who,  as  soon  as 
the  darkness  of  the  night  permitted,  separated  from  the  com* 
pany.  Having  taken  an  oath  that  they  would  stand  true,  Burn- 
worth  put  himself  at  their  head,  and  marched  directly  for  Bali's 
house.  Burnworth  enquired  for  him,  and  was  informed  by  his 
wife  that  he  was  in  an  alehouse  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  that  she 
would  go  for  him.  He  followed,  and  meeting  Ball  at  the  door, 
seized  him  by  the  throat,  dragged  him  into  his  own  house,  and  fee* 
gan  to  upbraid  him  for  attempting  to  betray  his  old  acquaintance* 
Ball  entreated  for  his  life,  but  in  vain ;  fpr  Burnworth  instantly 
shot  him  dead* 

Having  perpetrated  this  deed,  they  were  more  cautions  than 
ever,  because  of  the  search  that  they  were  certain  would  be  mads) 
after  them.  Three  of  them  went  over  to  Holland,  and  took  sheU 
ter  until  the  search  should  be  over.  Higgtt  who  declined  en* 
gaging  in  that  murder,  was  apprehended,  and  also  one  of  the  nam* 
of  Wilson.  Burnworth  and  the  remainder  still  continued  their 
depredations,  so  that  proclamation  was  made,  and  a  reward 
offered  for  any  who  would  apprehend  them,  who  were  expressly 
named.  Upon  this  proclamation,  one  of  them,  Marjoram,  re* 
fleeting  upon  his  danger,  surrendered  to  a  constable,  upon  re* 
ceiving  security  that  his  own  life  should  be  spared. 

Upon  the  report  of  his  surrender,  many  of  his  companions 
changed  their  loggings,  but  the  next  day j  as  he  was  conveying  to 
the  goldsmiths  hall,  Barton  planted  himself  in  the  way,  presented 
a  pistol  to  Marjorom,  swearing,  "  I'll  kill  you."  He  bowed 
forward  bis  head,  and  the  ball  grazed  his  back,  but  did  him  small 
injury.  Barton,  amid  the  surprise  occasioned  by  this  circum- 
stance, escaped  in  the  crowd.  Marjoram  made  a  full  discovery. 
One  of  the  gang  was  seized  that  very  night,  and  committed  ty 
Newgate* 
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Burnmortk  was  now  under  the  necessity  of  acting  alone,  tod  a' 
few  nights  after  he  broke  into  the  house  of  a  great  distiller,  and 
look  a  large  quantity  of  plate,  which,  supposing  that  they  were 
white  metal,  he  threw  awa^,  and  the  article*  being  picked  up  by 
one  Jones,  that  unfortunate  man  was  executed  as  having  stolen 

.  them.  But  so  bold  and  daring  did  Burnworth  become,  that  even 
after  the  proclamation  was  issued,  he  came  into  an  alehouse,  laid 
Ms-  pistols  upon  the  table,  and  defied  any  person  to  touch  him, 
While  he  called  for  a  pint  of  beer,  paid  for  it,  drank  it,  and  went 
off  with  impunity « 

>  There  was,,  however,,  one  Leonard,  who  being  in  prison  for? 
actions  similar  to  Burnworth?  s,  and  being  informed  that  the  lat- 

,ter  was  at  that  time  lodging  with  his  wife  and  sister,-— the  desire 
of  life,  strongly  implanted  in  every  creature,  suggested  to  Leonard. 
the  possibility  of  purchasing  his  own  at  the  expense  of  that  of 
Burnworth,  Accordingly  he  sent  his.  wife  to  make  the  proposal 
to -government,  and  matters  being  settled,  a  sufficient  force  was 
lodged  in  an  adjoining  house,  which,  upon  a  signal  being  given, 
tushed  in  upon  him,  seized  him,  carried  him  before  a  justice,  who, 
upon  examination,  sent  him  Co  Newgate.  He  found  means  to 
communicate  to  his  companions  his  suspicions  that  the  wife  of 
Leonard  had  betrayed  him,  so  that  one  of  them  fired  at  her  as  she4 
was  entering  her  own  door,  and  made  other  similar  attempts,  un- 
til the  justice  of  the  peace  placed  a  guard  at  her  door,  when  she 
was  no  more  disturbed  with  such  visitors. 

Burnworth  was  confined  in  the  condemned  hole,  -"but  nothing 
Could  subdue  the  stubbornness  of  his  temper,  and  he  was  continually 
plotting  his  escape.     Having  procured  some  files  and  instruments 

* 

for  that  purpose,  he  released  himself  from  his  irons,  broke  through 
the  wall  into  the  women's  apartment.  The  window  being  secured 
by  three  iron  bars,  he  had  cut  one,  and  was  keenly  employed  at 
another,  when  one  of  the  women  gave  the  alarm,  and  the  keepers 
came  and  dragged  him  back  to  the  condemned  hole,  and  bound 
him  down  by  staples  to  the  ground . 

William  Blewit  was  the  son  of  a  pottery  and  learned  to  be  a 
perfumer  of  gloves.  But  the  path  of  sobriety  and  industry  Was 
soon  abandoned  by  him,  and  he  became  acquainted  with  a  g&ng 
of  young  pick. pockets,  with  whom  he  carried  on  business  with 
Considerable  success  for  several  years*     Justice,  however,  over*, 
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took  him,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  transportation.  Scarcely  were 
the  convicts  on  board  the  vessel  destined  to  transport  then,  when 
they  formed  the  plan  of  their  deliverance.  Blemit  informed  the 
captain,  and  thns  obtained  his  liberty,  Bnt  being  taken  np  be- 
cause he  had  returned  from  banishment,  he  pleaded  the  service  be 
had  done,  and  the  grant  of  the  captain ;  he  was  therefore  respited 
until  the  captain's  return,  and  then  set  at  liberty. 

fie  met  accidently  with  Burnworth  the  same  evening  011  which 
they  killed  Ball ;  and  the  ferociousness  of  his  temper  made  him 
readily  fall  in  with  any  wicked  proposal,  fie  and  Dickson  and 
Berry  having  gone  over  to  Holland,  the  British  resident  at  the 
Hague  caused  search  diligently  after  any  persons  who  might  be 
suspected  of  Ball1 8  murder  ;  and  BlewH  being  apprehended,  the 
others  were  also  soon  discovered.  All  three  being  seized,  they 
were  sent  under  a  strong  guard  to  Rotterdam. 

Intelligence  of  their  being  in  custody  was  sent  over  to  England, 
and  an  application  was  made  to  the  States  to  allow  them  to  be 
carried  over  to  their  native  country,  which  was  readily  granted. 
Besides  the  messengers  who  were  sent  to  apprehend  them,  six 
soldiers  attended  them  on  board.  Arrived  at  the  tower,  they 
were  put  into  a  boat  with  the  messengers,  and  other  three  boats 
with  armed  men  in  them  to  guard  them.  They  were  conducted 
to  Westminster  to  be  examined  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  the  peo- 
ple in  the  meantime  exulting  that  such  notorious  villains  were  in 
custody. 

Burnz&orth  and  five  of  his  companions  were  conveyed  in  a 
waggon,  hand. cuffed  and  in  chains,  to  their  trial,  under  a  strong 
guard,  the  populace  exulting  in  their  fate.  They  were  all  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

Upon  receiving  sentence,  they  requested  liberty  for  their  re- 
lations to  visit  them  in  prison,  which  was  granted.  Their  minds 
were  still  bent  upon  their  liberation :  Burnworth* s  mother  was 
detected  with  several  files  upon  her,  and  BlewiVs  mother  dis. 
covered  the  whole ,  of  the  plot,  by  being  heard  say  that  she  had 
forgot  the  opium.  It  appears  to  have  been  their  plan  to  murder 
the  two  persons  who  attended  the  jail,  and  also  the  turnkey. 

Bnt  while  conducting  to  the  place  of  execution,  their  audacious 
conduct  was  changed,  and  they  became  dejected  and  serious. 
They  were  all  hung  in  chains  in  different  places,  in  order  to  deter 
tthers  from  such  criminal  practices* . 
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Toir  was-born  in  Leather-Lane,  but  his  mother  being  a  native 
$t  Wales,  %ith  a  property  of  about  forty  pounds  per  annum,  the 
family  went  to  reside  there.  Stubbornness,  and  an  inclination  to 
smschief,  having  marked  the  character  of  Tom  from  his  youth,  he 
was  prevailed  upon  by  one  Jones  to  abandon  his  father's  house, 
said  repair  to  London  to  seek  their  fortune.  These  inconsiderate 
youths  having  commenced  their  travels  without  a  shilling,  they 
were  constrained  to  beg  their  way  in  the  best  English  they  could 
speak.  One  day  entering  into  si  gentleman's  house,  they  made 
their  complaint  with  such  eloquence,  that  he  became  fond  of  the 
faoys,  and  retained  them  in  his  service. — Kelsey  as  horse,  keeper,' 
said  Janes  as  falconer.  They  were  sufficiently  awkward  at  their 
irork;  but  Tom's  place  being  less  difficult,  he  remained  longest. 
The  master  was  soon  wearied  of  Jones,  and  gave  him  his  leave; 

The  particular  cause  why  Jones  was  dismissed  was  the  follow* 
ing :  his  master  and  he  were  one  day  at  sport,  and,  upon  disco, 
vering  the  game,  he  gave  the  sign  to  Jones,  who  let  the  hawk  fly; 
Without  pursuing  the  game,  the  poof  bird  mounted  directly  up- 
wards. The  gentleman  Iras  in  a  terrible  passion,  and  not  suspect* 
Ing  the  cause,  said,  "  t  believe  the  hawk  intends  to  lodge  in  the 
sky  to  night  Vf — "  I  believe  so,"  -quoth  Jones,  "  for  she  took 
her  night-chp  along  with  her."  In  a  few  minutes  the  bird  drop- 
ped down  dedd  at  their  feet  with  the  hood  on,  having -flown  up. 
wards  until  her  strength  was  exhausted.  The  gentleman  then  dis. 
covered  the  cause,  gave  Jones  a  complete  carieing,  and  imme« 
dtately  turned  him  off. 

He  went  to  London,  and  obtaining  a  tapster's  place,  continued 
in  that  capacity  for  some  time.  Tom  Kelsey  regained  for 
some  time  longer  in  the  gentleman's  house,'  but  beginning  to  in- 
dulge his  inclination  in  pilfering  j  he -was  sent  after  his  companion. 
When  arrived  in  London,'  all  tiis  search  after  Jones  was  in  vain. 
His  funds  were  soon  exhausted,  and  inclination  and  necessity 
•compelled  him  to  join  a  company  of  thieves,  and  he  soon  became 
its  dexterous  and  daring  as  the  most  hardened  and  experienced. 
<    He  Went  one  4ay  into  a  silversmith's,  and  two  «?  his  compa* 
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nions  came  in  and  stood  by  him  like  strangers,  who  instantly 
snatched  off  his  hat,  and  threw  it  into  the  chamber  window,  and 
run  off.  Tom,  with  an  innocent  look,  inade  his  complaint  to  the 
silversmith,  who  had  observed  the  unprovoked  injury  which  he 
had  received.  . "  Poor  lad,"  said  he,  "  you  shall  not  lose  your 
hat ;  go  up. stairs  and  fetch  it  yourself,  for  I  cannot  leave  the 
shop."  He  went,  took  his  hat,  with  a  dozen  of  silver  spoons, 
— returned,  made  a  grateful  bow  to  the  silversmith,  and  hastened 
to  bis  companions  to  divide  the  spoil. 

Tom  was  not  equally  fortunate  in  all  his  villanies;  for  going 
one  day  into  Johnson's,  a. grocer  in  the  Strand,  he  extracted  forty 
pounds  in  money,  and  several  articles  of  silver  plate.— -He  was 
detected,  imprisoned,  tried  and  condemned,  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
His  father,  hearing  of  this,  hastened  to  town,  and  by  the  influence 
of  poweiful  frienils  procured  his  pardon* 

To  prevent  a  similar  disaster,  the  father, bound  him  an  appren- 
tice to  a  weaver.  Tom  had  not  served  half  a  year  before  he 
eloped  and  commenced  his  old  trade.  He  was  so  vicious,  that  he 
was  desirous  to  render  every  one  that  became  acquainted  with 
him  as  wicked  as  himself.  The  following  is  a  fatal  instance. 
David  Hodges,  a  cousin  oi  Tom's,  went  along  with  him  to  King- 
ston assizes,  and  by  Tom's  persuasion  picked  a  gentleman's  pocket 
in  the  court, — was  apprehended  in  the  act, — tried,  and  con- 
demned to  he  hanged  upon  the  beach  as  a  terror  to  others.  That 
was  a  fatal  week  to  poor  Hodges.  He  arrived  in  London  upon 
Monday,~spent  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  with  sharpers  and 
abandoned  women, — lost  ten  pounds  on  Thursday, — picked  a 
pocket,— was  condemned  on  Friday,  and  .executed  upon  Satur- 
day. 

Another  adventure  of  Kelsey's  was  robbing  the  Earl  of  Fever* 
sham's  lodgings.  This  nobleman  was  General  of  King  James 
the  Second's  forces,  and  had  a  centinel  always  at  his  door.  Tom 
dressed  himself  as  a  soldier,  entered  into  conversation,  and  pro- 
posed to  treat  him  with  a  pot  of  beer.  The  soldier  told  him  that 
there  was  very  good  beer  at  a  little  distance,  but  he  could  not  leave 
his  post  to  bring  it.  "  Can't  I  take  your  place,  brother  soldier  ?" 
quoth  Tom,  "  I  am  sure,  if  some  body  be  at  the  post,  there  can 
be  no  danger."  The  soldier  thanked  him,  took  the  sixpence, 
and  went  off.    Meantime  Tom's  associates  had  got  into  the  house, 
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mid  were  rifling  it  with  all  possible  speed.  They  had  not  quite 
finished  their  job  when  the  soldier  came,  back,  on  which  Tom  gave 
him  twopence  to  go  and  bring  some  tobacco.  While  the  poor 
man  was  gone,  the  villains  came  out,  carrying  about  two  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  plate,  and  Tom  went  along  with  them,  carrying 
away  the  centinel's  musket.  The  poor  centinel  was  next  day  exa- 
mined, and  committed  to  prison.  At  a  cdurt- martial  he  was  sen. 
tenced  to  run  the  gauntlet  for  losing  his  piece,  and  sent  to  New. 
gate  as  concerned  in  the  robbery.  There  he  languished  nine 
months,  and  died* 

Kelsey  next  robbed  the  house  of  Lady  Grace  Pierrepoint,  and 
one  of  his  associates  informing  upon  him,  he  got  intelligence  of  it, 
and  fled  to  Flanders,  where  he  entered  the  camp  of  King  William, 
and  was  successful  in  robbing  several  of  the  officers'  tents,  repair, 
.ed  to  Amsterdam,  and  sold  the  plate  to  a  Jew.  Nor  was  he  con. 
tent  with  the  price  he  had  received,  but  robbed  that  same  Jew, 
— set  out  for  Rotterdam, — sold  what  he.  had  taken  from  poor 
Moses,  and  then  embarked  for  England. 

He  had  scarcely  arrived  in  his  native  country,  when  he  was 
detected  in  robbing  a  linendraper's  house  in  Cheapside. .  He  was 
sent  to  Newgate,  and  despairing  to  obtain  his  liberty,  he  was  re. 
solved  to  do  all  the  mischief  in  his  power.  Goodman^  one  of  the 
turnkeys,  was  one  day  drinking  in  the  common,  ceUar,  when 
Kelsey  thrust  a  knife  into  his  belly,  and  he  iustantly  dropped 
down  dead.  For  this  murder  he  received  sentence  of  death,  and 
a  gibbet  being  erected  for  him  before  the  prison,  his  body  was  al- 
lowed to  hang  for  three  hours.    He  was  only  twenty  years  of  age. 


RICHARD  KEELE. 

This  man  was  born  at  Ramsay  in  Hampshire,  and  was  bound 
an  apprentice  to  a  barber  in  Winchester!  In  that  station  he  ac- 
quitted himself  so  well,  that  he  received  his  master's  daughter  in 
marriage.  But,  after  remaining  with  her  about  seven  or  eight 
years,  he  went  to  reside  with. another  woman,  who  had  an  annuity 
of  fifty  pounds. 
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To  gratif j  his  vicious  inclinations,  his  time  was  chiefly  spent  ife 
the  company  of  the  most  abandoned  men  and  women ;  and  it  wti 
not  long  before  he  excelled  them  in  every  species  of  wickedness*. 
He  at  last  commenced  bailiff,  of  which  character  one  says,  "  Thai 
the  beginning  is  detestable,  the  course  desperate,  and  the  end 
damnable.  "—Assertions  equally  absurd  and  unjust,— the  office  of 
bailiff  being  both  necessary  and  lawful,— it  may  be,  and  often  is* 
executed  to  the  honour  of  the  individual,  and  the  good  of  the 
community. 

Not  long  after  he  went  to  reside  with  the  annuitant,  he  set  up 
An  ale-house",  but  was  soon  arrested  in  an  action  at  the  instance 
of  a  soldier  in  the  Foot-guards,  for  keeping  company  with  his' 
wife,  whom  he  aided  in  her  robberies,  until  she  was  condemned^ 
lint  obtained  a  pardon*  When  arrested,  no. person  would  bail  htm 
-  out,  and  he  had  not  been  long  there,  before  no  less  than  forty 
robberies  were  laid  to  his  charge.  But  no  prosecution  being  in- 
stituted against  him,  he  was  admitted  to  bail.  But  being  a  pri- 
soner on  the  first  action,  he  removed  himself  by  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  to  the  Fleet-prison.  He  was,  not  long  after,  removed  to 
Newgate,  upon  an  accusation  of  blasphemous  expressions.  He 
was  tried  before  Justice  Parker,  who  sentenced  him  to  stand 
twice  in  the  pillory,  once  at  Charing- cross,  and  once  without  the 
Temple-bar,  and  to  suffer  imprisonment  during  a  year. 

His  time  being  expired,  he  became  a  bailiff's  follower  ;  but  that 
being  a  poor  trade,  he  again  began  to  make  free  with  other  men's 
property.  A  coat  and  two  periwigs  were  bis  prize,  for  which  he 
was  unluckily  committed  to  Newgate.  He  was  found  guilty, 
burned  in  the  hand,  and  ordered  to  hard  labour  i a  the  bridewell 
for  twelve  months. 

Accordingly,  along  with  William  Lowther  and  Charles  Hough* 
tori)  he  was  carried  to  bridewell.  When  Captain  Bureman  was 
going  to  put  them  in  irons  they  rebelled.  Houghton  was  shot 
dead,.  Lowther  wounded,  and  Keele  had  one  of  bis  eyes  shot  out. 
But  having  killed  Edward  Perry,  one  of  the  turnkeys,  they  wece 
committed  again  to  Newgate.  Keele  was  maintained  |n  prison 
by  Isabel  Thomas,  for  whom  an  arrest  w^s  formerly  issued  against 
him  by  her  husband.  SJi?  was  a  notorious  thief,  and  had  been 
jnarried  to  many  husbands  :— was  burnt  several  times  in  the  hand) 
^ut  was  at  last  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  for  theft.     . 
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In  addition  to  the  viUanies  of  Keele,  before  he  was  committed 
at  this  time,  he  was  one  time  in  want  of  money,  kaving  paid  twen- 
ty or  thirty  pounds  to  an  adversary,  and  meeting  an  honest  man 
called  Bond  and  Judgment,  from  his  lending  money  on  bond, 
and,  when  it  became  due,  pushing  very  hard  for  payment";  he 
commanded  him  to  4t  Stand  a  nd  deliver  /"  Bond  and  Judgment 
answered,  "  Do  yon  not  know  me,  Sir  ?"  "  Ay,"  replied  Dick, 
*'  You  villain  !  I  knew  you  to  be  a  mercenary  rogue,  who  would 
send  your  mother  and  father  to  jail  for  the  fillip  of  a  farthing  ; 
therefore  it  is  but  a  just  judgment  befallen  you,  to  take  all  yon 
have  fromjou."  So  clapping  a  pistol  to  his  breast,  poor  Bond 
and  Judgment  was  under  the  necessity  of  stopping  the  force  of  the 
bullet  by  threescore  guineas .  This  so  lessened  his  stock,  that 
when  he  was  not  long  after  lodged  in  Newgate,  he  found  a  diffi- 
culty to  raise  as  much  money  as  to  remove  his  corrupted  carcase 
to  the  King's  Bench  prison. 

At  another  time,  Keele  being  well  mounted,  and  accoutred 
with  sword  and  pistol,  met  an  officer,  lately  a  tradesman,  on 
Hounslow.heath.  Keele  gave  him  the  word  of  command,  "  Stand 
and  deliver  }"  He  was  indeed  at  a  stand,  but  supposiog^that  the 
colour  of  his  coat  would  inspire  Dick  with  fear,  said,  "Don't 
yon  see  what  livery  I  wear  ?"     "  See  whose  livery  you  wear I" 

replied  Dick,  "  You  are  a  footman  ?"     "  No,"  said  C 

again,  "  I  am  an  officer  in  the  army,  therefore,  at  your  peril  be 
it,  if  yon  presume  to  stop  me  when  I  am  about  lawful  occasions/1 
"  Nay,"  said  Dick,  "  If  you  go  about  lawful  occasions,  I  am 
about  unlawful.  Therefore  deliver  what  you  have,  or  we  must 
try  who  is  the  best  man."  Said  C — «— ,  "  I  don't  bear  a  com- 
mission to  fight  with  highwaymen.  I  only  wear  her  Majesty's 
cloth  to  fight  for  my  Queen  and  country."  "  Why  then,"  re- 
plied Dick,  "  This  cloth,  nor  any  other,  must  be  a  protection 
against  my  arrest ;  therefore,  as  this  pistol  is  my  tip-staff,  I  de- 
mand your  money  upon  pain  of  death."  But  finding  no  money 
in  the  affair,  he  stripped  off  his  coat,  waistcoat,  and  small-clothes, 
and  ordered  him  to  ^et  another  suit,  and  place  it  to  the  account 
of  the  regiment. 
Dick  was  at  last  brought  to  his  trial,  and  the  evidence  being  de- 
cisive against  him,  he  and  William  Lowlher  were  both  sentenced 

to  death.  In  consequence  of  the  influence  of  a  sister  who  U*ed  nVk 

dd  4 


4J2  MTES  OV  FfKATS,  HIGHWAYMEN,  &C 

ft  gentleman  of  raok,  be  was  confident  thai  be  woald  obtain  a  par* 
don, — bat  was  miserably  disappointed. 

If  may  be  proper  to  remark,  thmt  it  was  bis  usual  custom  to  say, 
that  be  boasted  in  all  manner  of  wickedness,  and  that  should  be 
ever  come  under  the  sentence  of  death,  he  wooJd  never  behave 
himself  similar  to  the  generality  of  those  in  that  condition  :  That 
be  should  neither  confess  his  crimes,  shed  a  tear,  nor  shew  the 
least  contrition  or  uneasiness.  But  when  he  came  to  be  in  that 
situation,  he  was  neither  without  his  dread,  nor  the  expressions  tf 
|us  awful  forebodings. 
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Patrick  O*  Brian  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  his  parents 
were  very  indigent.  He  came  over  to  England  and  enlisted  in 
the  Coldstream  guards.  He  was  not  so  dextrous  in  the  use  of 
bis  arms  as  he  was  in  the  practice  of  all  manner  of  vice.  Patrick 
was  resolved  not  to  want  money,  if  there  was  any  in  the  country. 
He  first  ran  into  debt  at  all  the  public  houses  and  shops  that  wouM 
trust  him  ;  then  borrowed  from  every  person,  as  long  as  any  one 
would  believe  his  false  6tory. 

When  fraud  failed  him,  he  had  recourse  to  force.  Doctor 
Clewer,  the  parson  of  Croydon,  was  the  first  whom  he  attacked. 
This  man.  had  been  in  his  youth  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  burn- 
ed in  the  hand,  for  stealing  a  silver  cup.  Alluding  to  this,  Pa- 
trick said,  "  That  he  could  not  refuse  lending  a  little  assistance 
to  one  of  his  old  profession."  The  Doctor  assured  him  u  that  he  had 
not  made  a  word,  if  he  had  had  any  money  about  him  ;  but  he  had 
not  so  much  as  a  single  farthing."  "Then,"  said  Patrick,  "  I 
must  have  your  gown,  Sir,**  "  If  you  can  win  it,"  quoth  the 
Doctor,  u  So  you  shall  ;  but  let  me  have  the  chance  of  a  game  at 
cards."  To  this  0* Bryan  consented  ;  and  the  Doctor  pulling  out 
a  pack  of  cards,  they  commenced*  Patrick  was  victorious,  and 
obtained  the  black  gown. 

One  day  Patrick  attacked  a  famous  posture -master,  and  com. 
manded  him  to  "  Stand  and  deliver!"  He  instantly  jumped  over 
^  ^ead)  which  led  Patrick  to  suppose  that  it  was  the  devil,  come 
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*to  sport  with  him  before  his  time.  By  this  display  of  his  agility 
the  harlequin  escaped  with  his  money,  and  had  the  good  fort  tine 
never  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  O' Brian  to  be  revenged  of  him 
for  his  fright. 

Our  adventurer  was  one  day  placed  behind  a  hedge,  and  fortu- 
nately overheard  a  dialogue  between  a  young  gentleman  and  an  old 
bawd  whom  he  had  employed  to  gain  the  company  of  a  young  lady 
for  him,  who  resided  at  a  boarding-school  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Having  reported  her  success,  he  complimented  her  with  a  few  • 
verses.  But  just  as  his  transports  were  ended,  O'Brian  appear, 
ed,  and  presented  a.  pistol  to  that  head,  which  was  filled  with  s& 
many  imaginary  pleasures.  This  sprightly  youth  was  dressed  in  an 
embroidered  suit,  borrowed  for  the  occasion  and  so  was  the  pro- 
curess who  was  employed  in  his  service.  He  ordered  them  both  to 
strip  to  the  skin,  then  addressed  them  as  follows  :  "  That  as 
he  perceived  that  neither  of  them  had  any  religion  before,  'twas 
proper  they  should  begin  to  have  some,  and,  therefore,  out  of  cha- 
rity to  their  souls;  he  had  converted  them  to  Adamitism.  Though 
they  were  not  very  fond  of  their  religion,  yet  Patrick  was  as  abso. 
lute  as  a  Pope,  so  that  if  they  had  not  yielded  to  the  force  of  argu- 
ment, he  wcfeld  make  them  yield  to  the  force  of  the  sword.  They 
therefore  submitted  to  their  fate. 

Our  adventurer  at  last  deserted,  and  commenced  highwayman. 
For  this  purpose  he  purchased  a  horse  and  other  necessaries,  and 
advanced  in  due  form.     He  one  day  met  with  the  celebrated  Nell 
Gwyn  in  her  coach,  and  addressed  her,  saying,  -**  Madam,   I  am 
a  Gentleman,  I  have  done  a  great  many  signal  services  to  the  fair 
sex,  and  have,  in  return,  been  all  my  life  maintained  by  them. 
Now,  as  I  know  that  you  are  a  charitable  woman,   I  make  bold 
to  ask  you  for  a  little  money,   though  I  never  had  the  honour  of 
serving  you  in  particular.     However,  if  any  opportunity  shall  ever 
fall  in  my  way,,  you  may  depend  upon  it  Twill  not  be  ungrateful." 
Nell  made  him  a  present  of  ten  guineas,  and  he  went  off  in  quest 
of  more  plunder. 

It  was  with  O'Brian  as   every  other  wicked  roan,  he  was  soli- 
citous to  lead  others  to  the  same  line  of  conduct.     In  particular, 
he  seduced  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Wilt ^  who  was   appre- 
hended, and  suffered  for  his  first  offence.     O^Brian  was  also  ap-' 
prehended  and  executed  at  Gloucester ;  and  when  he  had  hung 
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the  usual  time,  his  body  was  cat  dawn,  and  given  to  bis  friends; 
but  when  carried  home,  he  was  observed  to  move,  on  which  a 
surgeon  was  immediately  sent  for,  who  bled  him,  and  other  means 
being  used,  he  recovered  life.,  This  fact  was  kept  a  secret,  and  it 
was  hoped  that  it  would  have  had  a  salutary  effect  upon  his  future 
conduct.  His  friends  were  very  willing  to  contribute  towards  his 
support,  in  order  that  he  might  live  in  the  most  retired  manner. 
He  engaged  to  reform  his  life,  and  for  some  time  kept  his  pro- 
mise ;  but  the  impressions  of  death,  and  all  its  tremendous  conse- 
quences, soon  wearing  off  his  mind,  he  returned  to  his  vicious 
courses*  Abandoning  his  friends,  and  purchasing  ahorse  and 
other  necessaries,-  he  again  visited  the  road. 

In  about  a  year  after  his  execution,  he  met  the  same  gentleman 
who  was  his  former  prosecutor,  and  attacked  him  in  the  saDjejuan- 
.  ner  as  before.  The. gentleman  was  surprised  to  see  himself  stop* 
ped  by  the  very  same  person  who  bad  formerly  robbed  him,  and  who 
was  executed  for  that  crime*  His  consternation  was  so  great, 
that  he  could  not  avoid  acknowledging  it,  and  asked  him,  saying, 
"  How  comes  this  to  pass  ?  I  thought  that  you  had  been  hanged 
a  twelvemonth  ago."  "So  I  was,  and  therefore  you  ought  to 
imagine  that  what  yon  now  see  is  only  my  ghost*  However,  left 
yon  should  be  so  uncivil  as  to  hang  my  ghost  too,  I  think  it  ny 
best  way  to  secure  you."  Upon  this  he  discharged  a  pistol  through 
the  gentleman's  head,  and  alighting  from  his  horse,  cut  his  body  io 
pieces  with  his  hanger. 

One  barbarity  was  followed  by  a  greater.  O'Bxian^  accompa- 
nied by  other  four,  attacked  the  house  of  Launcelot  Wilmot) 
Esquire  of  Wiltshire  ;  entered  and  bound  all  the  servants,  theB 
went  up  to  the  gentleman's  own  room,  and  bound  him  and  his 
wife.  They  next  proceeded  to  the  daughter's  chamber,  used  her  in 
a  brutal  manner,  and  stabbed  ner  to  the  heart*  They  t^en  return- 
edjr-~in  the  same  manner  butchered  the  old  people,  and  rifle4  the 
Bouse  to  the  .value  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds. 

This  miscreant  continued  bis  depredations  two  years  longer,  no- 
til  one  of  bis  accomplices  confessed  his  crime,  and  informed  upon 
all  who  were  concerned.  Our  adventurer  was  seized  at  his  lodgings 
at  Little  Suffolk-Street,  conveyed  to  Salisbury,  where  he  ackoow- 
ledged  the  crime.  He  was  a  second  time  executed,  and,  to  pre- 
vent a  second  resurrection,  he  was  hung  in  chainjs  near  the  place 
where  the  crime  was  perpetrated. 
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CAPTAIN   WORLEY. 

Ik  a  spiall  open  boat  with  only  eight  companions,  Worley  en* 
tered  upon  service.  Provided  with  six  old  muskets,  and  cor* 
respondent  ammunition,  with  a  few  biscuits,  one  or  two  dried 
tongues,  and  a  cag  of  water,  they  left  New  York,  and  sailed  to* 
wards  Delaware  river.  Though  the  distance  is  about  fifty  milesf 
they  met  with  no  prey,  so  they  Went  up  the  river  as  far  as' New* 
castle.  Near  this  place  they  captured  a  shallop  with  household 
goods  and  plate,  and  having  emptied  her  of  every  thing  valuable, 
they  permitted  her  to  depart.  As  this  was  not  done  upon  the 
high  sjbus,  it  could  not  be  construed  piracy.  The  shallop  conveyed 
the  intelligence  to  New  York,  which  alarming  government,  seve* 
*  ral  vessels  were  fitted  out  to  go  in  qnest  of  this  formidable  rover. 
But  he  was  not  yet  destined  to  be  taken  ;  for,  after  several  days 
cruizing,  the  government  vessels  returned  without  their  prise. 

In  sailing  down  the  river,  Worley  met  with  a  sloop  bound  for 
Philadelphia,  and  quitting  his  own  shallop,  he  and  his  men  went 
on  board  the  sloop,  and  increased  their  strength  by  the  hands  who ' 
were  in  her*  In  a  few  days  they  took  a  sloop  homeward  bound 
for  HuH,  with  all  manner  of  provisions,  which  enabled  them  to  un- 
dertake some  bolder  adventure. 

Upon  the  success  t>f  these  pirates,  the  goverment  issued  a  pro* 
clamation  for  apprehending  all  pirates  who  .refused  to  surrender 
upon  a  specified  day.  To  follow  out  the  intentions  of  this  procla* 
nation,  a  vessel  of  twenty  guns  was  fitted  out  to  cruize  upon  the 
roast,  and  to  protect  the  trade.  Informed  of  this,  Worley  and  his 
men  set  out  to  sea.  In  their  cruize,  they  captured  a  sloop  and  a 
brigantine  ;  the  former  they  sunk,  as  she  belonged  to  New- York, 
and  might  inform  upon  them  ;  and  they  permitted  the  other  to  per- 
secute her  voyage.  ^ 

Worley  was  now  in  reality  become  formidable.  He  had  twenty 
five  men,  six  guns,  plenty  of  small  arms,  and  a  good  vessel.     Ac- 
cordingly, he  assumed  a  more  systematic  plan,  hoisted  black  co- 
lours, formed  certain  regulations,  and  swore  every  man  to  stand 
to  his  colours,  and  receive  no  quarter. 
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They  now  went  into  an  inlet  in  North  Carolina  to  clean  their 
vessel,  and  the  government  receiving  intelligence  of  their  being 
in  that  place,  two  sloops,  one  of  eight  and  another  of  six  guns, 
manned  with  seventy  men,  were  sent  in  search  of  them.  Worley 
was  gone,  before  they  arrived,  but  tracing  his  course,  they  disco, 
vered  him  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia.  Upon  the  supposition  that 
they  were  two  vessels  intending  to  enter  St  James's  river,  Worley 
hastened  to  get  between  them  and  that  entrance  of  the  river,  in 
order  to  secure  his  prize.  The  inhabitants  of  St  James's  Town, 
supposing  that  all  three  were  pirates,  and  that  they  would  land  to 
plunder  and  destroy  the  country,  the  Governor  ordered  all  the 
vessels  to  hale  into  the  shore,  unless  they  thought  that  they 
were  in  a  situation  to-  fight  the  pirates.  He  beat  to  arms,  collec- 
ted all  the  force  that  could  be  mustered,  erected  a  temporary  bat* 
tery  with  the  guns  of  the  ships,  and  put  the  island. in  a  posture 
of  defence.  But  to  their  surprize,  they  soon  saw  what  they  ima- 
gined to  be  grates  fighting  with  each  other. 

Meanwhile,  as  Worley  was  waiting  at  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
with  the  black  colours  flying,  to  seize  the  two  vessels  as  they  ap- 
proached, to  his  sad  mortification  they  hoisted  King's  colours, 
and  fired  a  gun.  Thus  he  found,  that,  instead  of  entrapping 
others,  he  himself  was  entrapped  and  hemmed  in  by  a  superior 
force.  Agreeably  to  their  engagements  to  each  other,  the  pirates 
determined  to  conquer  or  die. 

The  two  sloops  gave  him  a  broad. side,  and  immediately  board, 
ed,  the  one  upon  the  quarter,  the  other  upon  the  bow.  Worley 
and  his  men  drew  up  on  deck,  and  fought  it  hand  to  hand,  in  a 
most  desperate  manner.  They  were  true  t«>  their  oath, — not  a  man 
called  for  quarter,  and  many  were  slain  before  they  could  be  over- 
come ;  not  one  survived,  except  the  captain  and  another  man, 
who  were  both  severely  wounded.  These  were  brought  on  shore  in 
irons,  and,  lest  they  should  have  died  of  their  wounds,  they  were 
hanged  the  following  day.  Thus  Worley *s  beginning  was  bold  and 
desperate,  his  course  short  and  prosperous,  and  his  end  bloody  and 
disgraceful. 
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CAPTAIN  LOWTHER. 

George  Lowthcr  sailed  from  the  Thames,  in  the  character  xrf 
second  mate  in  the  Gambia  Castle  of  sixteen  guns  and  thirty  men, 
belonging  to  the  African  Company.    There  was  a  number  of  sol. 
diers  under  the  command  of  John  Masseifc  intended  to  garrison 
a  fort  which  was. destroyed  by  Captain  Dawson. 

The  Gambia  Castle  arrived  safe,  and  landed  Massey  and  has 
men*  Bat  the  military  power  was  overruled  by  the  merchants 
and  traders.  To*  them  it  belonged  to  victual  the  garrison,  and, 
being  scanty  in  their  allowance,  Massey  was  highly  offended,  and 
remonstrated  in  terms  more  suitable  to. his  feelings  than  their  in. 
terests.  He  boldly  declared,  that  he  had  brought  these  brave  men 
here  under  the  assurance  that  they  were  to  have  plenty  of  provi- 
sions, and  to  be  treated  in  the  most  handsome  manner  ;  therefore, 
if  they  were  not  so  treated,  he  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
consulting  for  himself. 

The  Governor  was  then  sick,  and,  for  his'better  accommodation, 
was  takeu  on  board  the  Gambia  Castle.  During  this  period,  the 
captain  being  offended  with  George  Lowther,  his  second  mate, 
ordered  him  to  be  punished.  The  men  interfered  in  behalf  of 
Lowther,  and  the  captain  was  disobeyed.  Lowther  and  Massey 
having  become  intimate  during  the  voyage,  they  now  aggravated 
'  their  grievances  to  each  other,  and  the  result  of  their  consultations 
were,  to  seize  the  ship,  and  sail  for  England. 

When  matters  were  ripe  for  execution,  Lowther  sent  a  letter  to 
Massey,  informing  him,  4<  that  he  must  repair  on  board,  as  it  was 
sow  time  to  put  their  design  Ln  execution."     Massey  then  ha- 
rangued the  soldiers  in  the  barracks,  saying,  "  You  that  have 
a  mind   to  go  to  England,  now  is  the  time."     Theyjn  general 
agreed,  and  when  all  things  were  ready,  he  sent  the  boat  off  with 
this  message  to  the  chief  mate,   "  That  he  should  get  the  guns 
ready,  for  that  the  King  of  Barro  would  come  on  board  to  din- 
ner."  Lowther  knew  the  meaning, — confined  the  chief  ma'e,  and 
prepared  to  sail.     In  the  afternoon,   Massey  came  on  board  with 
the  Governor's  son,    having  almost  emptied  the  store-houses,  and 
dismounted  the  guns  of  the  fort. 
The  Captain  of  the  Gambia  Castle,  having  gone  on  shore  to 


438  tlVKS  OF  PIRATE*  HIGH  V  ATM  EN,    &C. 

bold  a  council  with  the  Governor  and  others,  was  not  permitted  id 
come  on  board*  He  called  to  Lowther  and  his  associates, .and  of- 
fered them  what  terms  they  chose  to  restore  the  ship ;— but  all  in 
rain.  They  put-  the  Governor's  son  on  shore,  and  three  others 
who  did  not  choose  to  go  along  with  them,  and  immediately  sailed. 

Scarcely  were  they  out  at  sea^when  Lowth€r  addressed  them  in 
the  following  manner :  "  That  it  was  the  greatest  folly  imagi- 
nable, to  think  of  returning  to  England,  for  what  they  had  already 
done,  could  not  be  justified  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  but 
wonld  be  looked  upon  by  the  Government  as  a  capital  offence, 
and  none  of  them  were  in  a  condition  to  withstand  the  attacks  of 
of  such  powerful  adversaries  as  they  would  meet  with  at  home. 
For  his  part,  he  told  them  he  was  determined  not  to  run  such  an 
hazard ;  and  therefore  j  if  his  proposal  was  not  agreed  to,  he  desir- 
ed to  be  set  oh  shore  in  some  place  of  safety  ;  that  they  had  s  good 
ship  under  them,  a  parcel  of  brave  fellows  in  her ;  that  it  was  not 
their  business  to  starve  or  be  made  slaves ;  and,  therefore,  if  they 
were  all  of  his  mind,  they  would  seek  their  fortunes  upon  the  seas, 
as  other  adventurers  had  done  before  them."  The  crew  was  an. 
animous,  knocked  down  the  cabins,  prepared  black  colours,  and 
named  the  ship,  "  the  Delivery  :"  She  was  mounted  with  sixteen 
guns,  and  had  fifty  hands  on  board. . 

To  enforce  order,  and  to  provide  for  the  stability  of  this  go* 
vernment,  several  articles  were  drawn  np,  signed*  and  sworn  to  ; 
and  they  soon  began  their  operations,  by  capturing  a  vessel  belong- 
ing to  Boston,  emptied  her  of  her  stores,  and  allowed  her  to  depart* 

Proceeding  to  Hispaniqla,  the  Delivery  met  with  a  French  ves- 
sel loaden  with  wine  and  brandy.  In  the  character  of  a  mer- 
chant, Captain  Massey  went  on  board,  viewed  the  liquors,  and 
offered  a  price  for  the  greater  part  of  them,  which  was  not  accept* 
ed  of.     But  after  a  while,  he  whispered  in  the  Frenchman's  ear, 

* 

"  that  they  must  have  them  all  without  money."  The  captain 
understood  his  meaning,  and  with  no  small  reluctance  agreed  to 
the  bargain.  They  took  out  of  her  about  seventy  pounds,  besides 
thirty  casks  of  brandy,  five  hogsheads  of  wine,  several  pieces 
of  chintzes,  and  other  valuable  goods.  Lowther:  returned  fire 
pounds  to  the  Frenchman  for  his  civility. 

But  this  commonwealth  was  soon  to  experience  the  effects  of 
discord.    Massey  had  been  trained  a  soldier,  and  was  solicitous 
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to  move  in  his  own  sphere  ;  therefore,  he  proposed  to  land  with 
ifty  or  sixty  men  and  plunder  the  French  settlements.  Low.* 
ther  represented  the  rashness,  imprudence,  and  impractibility  of 
such  an  adventure,  Massey  remained  resolute  In  his  determina- 
tion. It  became  necessary  to  decide  the  matter,  by  a  reference 
to  the  community.  A  great  majority  were  of  the  opinion  of  Low* 
ther.  But,  though  overruled,  Massey  was  not  convinced,  so 
(became  fractious,  and  quarrelled  with  Captain  Lowther,  The 
men  also  were  divided $  some  were  land  pirates,  and  some  were 
sea  pirate),  and  ere  long,  they  were  prepared  to  decide  the  matter 
with  the  sword. 

'  Bnt  employment  terminated  dissension.  The  man  at  the  mast, 
head  cried,  "  A  sail !  a  sail !"  In  a  few  hours,  they  came  up  with 
her,  and  found  that  she  was  bound  for  England.  They  supplied 
themselves  with  necessaries,  and  took  a  few  hands  out  of  her. 
Lowther  proposed  to  sink  her  and  all  the  passengers  on  board, 
but  Massey  interfered,  and  prevented  this  cruel  action.  Accor* 
dingly  she  was  permitted  to  depart,  and  arrived  safe  in  England. 

The  next  day  they  captured  a  small  sloop,  and  detained  her. 
Massey  still  remaining  uneasy,  and  declared  his  resolution  to 
leave  the  Delivery.  Lowther  proposed  that. he  and  all  those  who 
Were  of  his  sentiments  would  go  on  board  the  sloop  which  they 
had  just  taken,  and  seek  their  own  fortunes;  This  was  instantly 
agreed  to,  and  Massey,  with  ten  more,  went  on  board,  and  sailed 
directly  for  Jamaica.  With  a  bold  countenance  he  went  to  the 
governor,  informed  him  that  he  had  assisted  in  running  off  with 
the  vessel ;  but  his  object  was  to  save  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  from  perishing,  and  that  his  express  design  was  to  land 
them  in  England.  But,  in  opposition  to  this  determination, 
Lowther  and  the  majority  were  for  becoming  pirates  ;  and  that  he 
had  embraced  the  first  opportunity  to  leave  them,  and  surrender 
himself,  his  men,  and  his  vessel,  to  his  Excellency. 

Massey  was  kindly  received,  and  sent  along  with  Captain  Laws 
to  cruize  in  quest  of  Lowther,  but  not  finding  him,  returned  to 
Jamaica,  received  certificates  of  his  surrender,  and  came  home  a 
passenger  to  England.  When  he  came  to  town,  he  wrote  a  nar- 
rative of  the  whole  matter  to  the  African  Company,  who  returned/ 
him  for  answer,  "  That  he  should  be  fairly  hanged."  He  was 
accordingly  seized,  and,  upon  his  own  letter,  and  the  evidence  of 
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the  late  captain  of  the  ship,  who  hail  been  left  at  the  fort,  and  the 
governor's  ton,  and  tome  others,  he  was  condemned  to  end  Lis 
cour.'e  at  Tyburn. 

Leather  cruizing  off  Hispaniola,  captured  a  small  ship  from 
Bristol,  and  a  Spanish  pirate.  He  rifled  and  burnt  both  ships, 
lending  (he  Spaniards  away  in  their  launch,  and  constraining  the 
Englishmen  to  turn  pirates.  In  a  few  days  they  took  another 
■loop,  which  they  manned  and  carried  along  with  them,  and  then 
harboured  at  a  small  island  to  clean.  Here  they  spent  their  time 
more  like  demons  than  men,  in  all  manner  of  debauchery,  drutu 
kenness,  and  rioting. 

Having  again  set  to  sea,  they  met  with  Edward  Low,  a  pirate, 
in  a  small  vessel  with  1 3  hands ;  and,  upon  the  request  of  Low. 
ther,  he  united  his  strength  with  (heirs,  Lowther  retaining  the 
command,  and  Low  becoming  Lieutenant. 

Proceeding  on  iheir  voyage,  they  met  with  a  vessel  of  two  hun- 
dred tons,  called  the  Greyhound,  commanded  by  Benjamin  Ed. 
ward).  Piratical  colours  were  hoisted,  and  she  was  command, 
ed  to  strike.  The  captain  declined,— an  engagement  eusued, 
but  finding  the  pirates  too  strong  for  him,  he  surrendered.  In* 
stead  of  tieating  the  captain  and  bis  men  with  generous  lenity, 
thev  beat  them  in  a  merciless  manner,  drove  them  on  board  their 
ind  then  set  fire  to  it. 

course  they  took  several  other  ships,  rifled  and  dis* 
n  ;  but  two  they  fitted  up  for  their  own  service.  With 
lect; — viz.  Admiral  Lowther  in  the  Happy  Delivery  ; 
on>  in  (he  Rhode  Island  sloop ;  and  Captain  Harrit 
second  mate  in  (he  Greyhound)  in  a  sloop  formerly 
to  Jamaica,— they  sailed  to  Port  Mayo  in  the  gulf 
e,  and  made  preparations  to  clean  their  vessels;  with 
ley  made  tenls  of  (heir  sails,  stored  (heir  provisions  in 
and  then  commenced  their  operations.  But  scarcely 
at  work,  when  a  body  of  the  natives  came  down  upon' 
e  them  to  their  ships,  seized  their  tents  and  stores,  and 
the  Delivery,  which  was  stranded  on  shore, 
and  his  men  now  went  on  board  the  largest  sloop  cal. 
?ger.  and  left  the  other  at  sea.  They  were  soon  re- 
eat  want,  and  commotion  ensued  ;  but  when  they  had- 
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got  to  the  West  Indies,  they  took  a  prize,"  which  mpplied  their 
wants,  and  having  sunk  her,  they  sailed  fur  America 

They  in  a  short  time  captured. a  brigantine,  and  the  company 
being  divided  in  their  sentiments,  Low  and  those  who  were  of  his 
views  went  on  board   the   prize,  and  went  off,    while  those  who 
agreed  with  Low  the  r  remained  in  the   Hanger.     On  his  way  to 
the  mainland  of  America,  Lowther  took  several  ships  with  very 
little  resistance,  but  upon   the  coast   of  South  Carolina,  he  met 
with  a  ship  bound  for  England.     An  engagement  took  place,  and 
Lowther  was  so  hard  pressed,  that  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
Tunning  aground,  and  landing  his. men  ;  hut  when,  the  Captain  of 
Die  English  vessels  had  taken  the  boat  in  order. to  burn  the  pirate 
'  ship,  a  bullet  from  the  pirates  uppn  shore  put  an  end  to  his  life* 
which  so  discouraged  his  men,  that  they  returned  to  their  vessel* ; 
After  their  departure,  Lowther  got  off  his  sloop,  tho'  in  a  very 
slfattered  condition,  having  suffered  much  in  the  engagement,  and, 
many  of  his  men  having  been  killed  or  wounded.     With  no  small 
difficulty  he  went  into  an  inlet  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  re. 
mained  during  the  winter. 

.    In  spring  he  again  took  to  sea,  steered  for  Newfoundland,  took 
several  vessels  of  smaller  importance,   and  in  his  way  to  the  -West 
Indies  captured  a  .brigantine,  plundered  her,;  took  two  men  into 
their  own  ship,  and  sent  her  off.     Having  cruized  a  considerable 
time,  it  was  necessary  to  clean,  and .  for  that  purpose  went  into 
the  Isle  of  Blanco.     While  they  were  keenly  employed  in  this 
♦  work,  the  Eagle  sloop,  belonging  to  the  South  Sea  Company, 
with  thirty-five  men,   attacked  Lowther,  and  constrained  hinuto 
cry  for  quarter.     While  they  were  surrendering,  Lowther  and 
twelve  of  the  crew  escaped  out  of  the  cabin  window,  and  fled  to 
the  woods.     Five  of  them  were  taken,  but  the  rest  remained  upon 
the  island.  ,  , 

Informed  of  this  meritorious  action,  the  Spanish  government 
condemned  the  ship   to  the   crew  of  the  Eagle,  and  sent  a,  small 
sloop  to  the  island  with  twenty. five  men  to  search  the  woods  for 
the  other  pirates.     Other  three  were  found,  fcut  Captain  Low  the 
with  three  men   and   a  boy  escaped.      As  the  captain  was  after- 
wards  found  dead,  and  a  pistol  beside  him,   it  is  supposed  that  iu 
desperation  he  had  shot  hinuclf. 
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The  Eagle  sloop  brought  the  prisoners  to  St  Christopher'*, 
where  (hey  were  all  tried ;  three  were  acquitted,  eleven  found 
guilty ,  and  two  recommended  to  mercy. 


CAPTAIN    SPRIGGS. 

Sfkiggs  sailed  with  Lomther  for  sometime,  and  left  him  in  com. 
pany  with  Low.  He  was  quarter-master,  and  by  consequence 
had  a  large  share  in  all  the  barbarities  of  that  execrable  crew.  Be 
quarrelled  with  Low  concerning  one  of  the  men  who  had  kilted 
.  another.  Sprigg*,  insisting  that  he  should  be  banged,  and  the 
other  that  be  should  not.  After  this  dispute,  Spriggs  took  aa 
opportunity  to  leave  him  in  the  night,  along  with  eighteen  men, 
having  seiz<d  upon  the  Delight,  a  prise  of  twelve  guns. 

Scarcely  were  they  beyond  the  reach  of  Lomther  and  his  crew, 
'  when  Spriggs  was  elected  Captain,  black  colours  hoisted,  and  the 
guns  fired  as  a  salute  to  themselves  and  their  captain.  In  their 
way  to  the  West  Indies,  they  look  a  Portuguese  bark,  loaned 
with  rich  plunder,  and  after  using  the  men  in  a  erne)  and  barba- 
rous manner,  they  put  the  men  into  the  boat,  with  a  small  quan. 
tiry  of  provisions,  and  set  the  ship  on  lire. 

They  took  another  resst-l  belonging  to  Barbadoes,  which  they 
plundered,  used  the  men  also  in  a  most  barbarous  manner,  then 
put  them  into  the  boat,— left  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves, 
and  set  fire  to  the  ship..    Some,  of  the  men  signed  their  ankles, 
and  joined  their  association.     The  nest  capture  was  a  ship  from 
Martinico,  and  though  they  did  not  burn  the  vessel,  the  men 
were  used  in  the  same  cruel  manner.     Some  days  after,  they 
*«ftk  oue  coming  from  Jamaica,   robbed  her  of  Stores,  arms,  aci- 
ni, and  everything  that  they  pleased,  and  what  they  did 
nk  useful,  tbey  threw  overboard.     They  forced  the  two 
and  several  other  hands  into  their  service,  and  then  sent 
They  were  not  more  fortunate  in  gaining  prizes,  than 
ere  wantonly  cruel  to  the  men.     A  sloop  from  Rhode 
fell  into  their  bands;   they  constrained  all  the  men  to  join 
and  the  mate  being  a  grave  sober  man,  he  resolutely  de. 
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•lined.  He  was  then  informed  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  go 
with  his  discharge  written  upon  his  back,-— this  was/ a  lash  from 
etery  man  in  the  ship,  which  was  rigorously  put  in  execution. 

The  next  day  one  of  the  mates  taken  'out  of  the  prize  signed 
their  articles,  which  was  deemed  a  great  acquisition,  because  he1 
was  a  good  artist*  They  gave  three  huzzas,  fired  all  the  guns,' 
and  appointed  him  master.  The  day  was  devoted  to  feasting  and 
carousing,  and,  among  other  healths,  that  of  George  the  II:  urai 
drunk.  It  had  been  related  to  them  that  the.  old  king  was  dead, 
and  tfiey  expected  a  general  pardon  upon  the  accession  of  the  new 
sovereign.  Thus  they  proclaimed  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince* 
of  Wales,  saying,  that  "  they  doubted  not  but  there  would  be  a 
general  pardon  in  twelve  months,  which  they  would  embrace,  and 
come  in  upon ;  but  if  they  should  be  excepted  from  it,  they 
would  murder  every  Englishman  that  should  fall  into  their  hands." 

Not  long  after,  they  espied  a  sail,  and  gave  her  chace*  They 
supposed  that  she  was  a  Spaniard,  and  so  gave  her  a  broadside. 
But  a  lamentable  cry  for  quarters  being  heard  from  every  part  of 
the  ship,  they  ceased  firing.  But  how  mortified  were  the  rogues, 
when  they  found  that  it  was  the  same  vessel  that  they  had  sent 
away,  not  worth  a  penny.  Enraged  at  this  disappointment,  about 
fifteen  of  these  cruel  wretches  attacked  the  captain  with  sharp  cuti. 
lasses,  and  would  certainly  have  put  an  end  to  his  life,  had  not 
Burridgey  his  former  mate,  rushed  in  among  the  thickest  of  them, 
and  begged  for  his  life.  In  the  madness  of  their  rage,  they  made 
a  bonfire  of  the  ship,  and  even  when  they  were  sat  down  to  sup- 
per, they  called  down  the  unfortunate  captain,  to  have  some  more 
cruel  sport  at  his  expence.  In  two  days  they  anchored  at  an  un- 
inhabited island,  and  with  a  musket  and  some  ammunition  they 
sent  on  shore' the  captain  and  several  of  his  men.  They  subsisted 
for  some  time,  and  then  was  taken  off  by  one  Jones* 

Spriggs  now  anchored  at  a  small  island   and  cleaned,  and  then  * 
sailed  in  search  of  the  Eagle  sloop,  which  had  taken  Lowther  at 
Blanco,  with  the  determined  resolution  to  put  htm  to  death  as  soon 
as  found,  for  attacking  his  friend  and  brother.     But,  to  his  sur-  "• 
prise,  this  vessel  proved  toT)e  a  French  man-of-war,  on  which  he 
crowded  all  the  sail  he  could.     He  would,  however,  have  been 
taken,  had  not  the  main  top^mastof  the  Frenchman  been  broken. 

Spriggs  then  sailed  northward,  took  a  scooner  belonging  \ 
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Boston,  took  out  the  men,  sank  the  vessel ;  and  having  taken  an- 
qtl  er  sloop,  they  used  the  men  in  the  most  cruel  and  barbarous 
manner,  hoisting  them  as  high  as  the  main  and  fore  tops,  and  let- 
ting them  fall  upon  the  deck.  After  using  then)  in  that  manner, 
they  whipped  them. about  the  deck  until  they  themselves  were  fa- 
tigued, then  allowed  them  ail  to  go  except  two  men. 

They  neit  captured  a  vessel  from  Rho  'e  Island  with  provisions 
and  some  horses.  Tfie  bru'al  pirates  mounted  the  horses,  and 
rode  at  full  gallop  upon  the  deck*  until  the  animals  became  foliated, 
and  threw  their  riders.  They  then. wrecked  their  vengeance  up- 
on the  men.  In  this  manner  these  unnatural  wretches  continued 
their  cruelties  so  long  as  they  could  maintain  their  community,  to 
the  disgrace  of  human  nature,  and  to  the  sad  sorrow  of  all  wkf 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  their  hands* 


CAPTAIN    ROCHE. 

This  man  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  trained  up  to  the 
sea.  When  arrived  at  manhood,  he  was  concerned  with  some 
others  in  insuring  ships  to  a  great  value,  and  then  destroying 
them  From  a  common  sail  t  he  was  raised  to  be  a  mate  in  a 
Vessel  that  traded  between  Ireland  and  France,  (n  this  situatioa 
he  acquired  a  comfortable  subsistence,  an  I  might  have  passed  his 
days  in*  respectability  and  usefulness.  But  the  love  of  miney, 
which  has  often  proved  the  origin  of  ruin,  excited  him  to  abandon 
the  path  of  honesty. 

Having  formed  the  design  of  becoming  pirate,  he  communicat* 
ed  the  *ame  to  Qne  Neal*  a  fisherman  at  Cork,  an  ignorant  des- 
perate* villain.  i\ea|  enticed  one  Peter  G alien  and  his  brother 
into  the  Confederacy,  and  also  one  Francis  IVtse.  They  direct, 
ed  their  attention  to  a  French  vessel  lying  in  the  harbour,  Peter 
Tartoue  captain,  because  there  were  few  hands  in  her,  and  though 
she  was  not  suitable  for  the  pirate  service,  yet  they  hoped  soon  to 
}>e  able  <;o  exchange  her  for  one  more  suitable  for  their  purpose. 

Accordingly,  all  thing*  being  concerted,  they  entered  passen- 
gers on  board  her,  bound  for  Nanta  ;  Roche  being  an  experien. 
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fcfed  sailor,  the  master  often  trusted  him  with  the  care  of  the  Vessel 
ifrhile  he  and  the  mate  went  to  rest.     Upon  one  of  these  occasion* 
Roche  and  his  confederates  embraced  the  opportunity  to  effec- 
tuate their  cruel  purpose.     The  mind  of  Francis   Wise  began  to 
frelent,  and  he  endeavoured  to  dissuade  them  from  their  nefarious 
design.     Roche  was  however  determined,  and  said,   that   lie  and 
Culled -had  suffered  great  losses  at  sea,  and  be  was  resolved  to 
have  them  repaired  ;  ad  if  there  was  a'ny  fisherman  there  who 
Would  not  join  in  killing  the  French  rogues,  and  running  away  with 
the  vessel,  he  should  certainly  share  their  fate  ;   but,  on  the  coni 
trary,  if  they  all  stood  true,  they  should  share  of  the  booty. 

Upon  this  th£y  all  agreed.  Meanwhile  Koche  commanded 
three  of  the1  Frenchmen  and  a  boy  to  hand  the  top-sails.  The  two 
who  came  first  down  were  knocked  iu  the  head,  and  thrown  over, 
board  ;  ttpon  seeing  this,  the  other  two  run  up  to  the  topmast 
head.  Ciillen  followed,  threw  the  boy  into  the  water,  and  driving 
down  the  other  man,  he  was  immediately  dispatched.  Those 
who  were  sleeping  below  being  aroused  by  the  tumult,*  arard  the 
shrieks  of  expiring  men,  rushed  up  ;  but  before  they  could  scarce. 
ly  apprehend  their  danger,  they  Were  bound  together,  and  im. 
ploring  mercy,  they  were  also  thrown  over- board 

This  horrible  massacre  being  finished,  Roche  was  made  captain, 
Cullen  was  to  assume  the  character  of  a  merchant,  and  the  naiie 
ot Peter  Roche  was  inserted  in  the  papers  of  the  ship.  In  vaia 
they  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  few  hands  from  a  ship,  under  the 
pretence  that  some  of  their  men  had  been  swept  overboard.  By 
a  storm  they  were  constrained  to  pot  into  Dartmouth  in  England, 
and  set  men  to  work  to  alter  the  form  ot  the  vessel,,  so  that  she 
should  not  be  known  ;  and,  in  order  to  obtain  money  to  pay  the 
workmen,  they  disposed  of  several  barrels  of  beef  which  were  in 
the  ship; 

They  next  steered  their  course  for  Rotterdam,  and  disposed  of 
the  remaining  part  0f  the  cargo.  From  this  port  they  were 
freighted  for  England,  by  one  Annesly,  a  merchant,  who  went 
passenger  along  wrth  them.  But  these  execrable  villians,  in  a 
stormy  night,  threw  him  overboard.  He  swam  long  round  the 
ship,  and  entreated  them  to  spare  his  life,  and  all  his  goods  should 
be  at  their  disposal.  But  they  remained  unmoved  by  all  bis  ea. 
treaties  and  cries. 
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They  were  afterwards  under  the  necessity  of  coming  to  the  coast 
of  France,  and  received  the  intelligence  that  enquiry  was  made 
made  after  them.  Roche  abandoned  the  vessel  to  Cullen,  and 
went  on  shore.  Culler  having  obtained  some  more  hands,  sailed 
for  Scotland,  and  then  left  the  vessel,  which  was  afterwards  carried 
into  the  Thames. 

Roche  came  to  London,  and  when  endeavouring  to  reenter 
some  money  under  a  feigned  name,  he  was  arrested,  examined, 
and  proved  to  be  the  person  who  had  ran  off  with  the  French  ves- 
sel. Attempting  to  turn  King's  evidence,  Neal  and  Cullen  were 
discovered,  but  from  the  cruelty  of  his  conduct,  Roche  was 
brought  (o  his  trial,  condemned,  and  executed  at  Tyburn  in  the 
thirtieth  year  of  his  age.  He  w  as  an  active  genteel  man,  and  un- 
der a  comely  person  concealed  a  black  and  savage  disposition. 
His  whole  life  was  a  scene  of  villainy  and  murder,  and  he  was 
alike  prepared  for  the  commission  of  every  cruelty. 


CAPTAIN    GOW. 

Gov  sailed  from  Amsterdam  on  board  the  George  galley  for 

Santa  Cruz,  where  they  took  in  bees  wax.     Scarcely  bad  they 

sailed  from  that  place,  when  Gow  and  several  others,  who  bad 

formed  a  conspiracy,   seized  the  vessel.     One  of  the  conspirator* 

cried,  "  There  is  a  man  overboard."     The  Captain  instantly  ran 

to  the  side  of  the  vessel,  -when  he  was  seized  by  two  men,  who 

attempted  to  throw  him 'over  ;  be  however  so  struggled,  that  he 

escaped  from  their  bands.     One  Winter,  then,  with  a  knife,  cnt 

him  in  the  throat,  but  missed  bis  aim,  the  Captain  was  yet  saved. 

But  Gow  coming  forward  shot  him  through  the  body,  and  he  was 

the  sea.     The  conspirators  proceeded  to  murder  all 

in  their  horrid  plot,  which,  being  doue,  James  Wil- 

lon  deck,  and  striking  one  of  the  guns  with  his  cut- 

3ow  in  the  following  words,   "  Captain  Gow,  you 

welcome  to  your  command."     Williams 'was  de- 

.nt,  and  the  other  officers  being  appointed,  the  Cap- 

them,  saying, ."  If,  hereafter,    I  see  any  of  you 

;ether,  or  if  any  of  you  refuse  to  obey  my  orders, 
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let  every  inch  man  depend  npon  it,  that  he  shall  certainly  go  the 
frame  way  as  those  that  are  jmt  gone  before.*' 

Their  first  prise  was  the  Sarah  snow  of  Bristol.  After  they 
had  -rited  the  vessel,  and  received  one  man  from  it,  they  allowed 
her  to  prosecute  her  voyage.  The  Delight  of  Poole  was  the  next 
vessel  that  fell  into  their  hands,  but  they  not  long  after  captured 
Other  two,  from  ene  of  which  they  received  a  quantity  of  fish, 
the  other  bread  j  beef,  and  pork.  They  also  forced  two  men  from 
the  latter  ship.  A  French  ship,  not  long  after,  furnished  them  with 
Wine,  oil,  figs,  oranges,  and  lemons,  to  the  value  of  fire  hundred 
-pounds.  In  a  short,  time  after,  they  captured  their  last  prize,  and 
as  she  madfe  no  resistance,  they  plundered  and  dismissed  her. 

They  next  sailed  for  the  Orkney  Isles  to  dean,  but  were  ap- 
prehended by  a  gentleman  of  that  country;  brought  up  to  Lon- 
don, and  tried  before  a  Court  of  Admiralty.  Gow  was  obstinate, 
and  would  not  plead  ;  but  being  threatened  with  the  torture,  he 
complied*  The  evidence  was  clear  against  them,  and  they  suf- 
fered along  with  Captain  Weaver  and  William  Ingram.  These 
two'had  also  been  notorious  pirates,  and  were  associates  in  many 
Captures.  Weaver  returned  home,  and  came  to  Thomas  Smith 
in  Bristol,  in  a  very  ragged  condition,  and  pretending  that  he 
had  been  robbed  by  pirates  :  Smith  provided  him  with  necessaries, 
and  Weaver  walked  Ibout  unmolested  for  sometime.  But  Captain 
Smith,  who  knew  him  when  a  pirate,  one  day  met  him,  and  asked 
him  to  go  and  take  a  bottle  with  him ;  when  they  were  in  the  ta- 
vern he  told  him  that  he  had  been  a  considerable  sufferer  by  his 
hoarding  his  vessel ;  "  therefore,"  says  he,  u  as  I  understand 
that  you  are  in  good  circumstances,  I  expect  that  you  will  make 
me  some  restitution  ;  which;  if  you  do,  t  will  never  hurt  a  hair  of 
your  bead,  because  you  was  very  civil  to  me  when  I  was  in  your 
hands,"  But  as  this  recompense  was  never  given,  Weaver  was 
apprehended,  and  suffered. 

Ingram  was  also  a  very  hardened  fellow,  and  one  of  the  most 
forward  in  all  their  exploits. 
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CAPTAIN    UPTON. 

John  Upton  was  bora  at  Deptford,  of  honest  but  poor  parents* 
who  gave  him  an  education  such  as  their  circumstances  could  af- 
ford. He  served  an  apprenticeship  to  a  waterman  upon  the  ri- 
ver. In  the  character  of  boatswain,  quartermaster,  and  other 
inferior  offices,  he  served  on  board  different  men. of* war.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  found  several  demands,  made  upon  him, 
and  several  actions  raised,  for  which  he  was  in  danger  of  being  ar- 
rested ;  he  therefore  went  on  board  the  John  and  Elisabeth,  mer- 
hant.man,  bound  for  Bonavista  in  Newfoundland. 

When  he  arrived  there  he  was  discharged,  and  served  a  planter 
during  a  year  Tor  the  sum  of  eighteen  pounds.  He  next  went  a 
passenger  to  Boston,  and  from  thence  made  a  voyage  to  the  Bay 
of  Honduras.  lie  next  went  on  board  the  Perry  galley,  bound 
to  Barbadoes  and  Bristol.  At  Barbadoes  the  ship  was  delivered 
and  loaded  again,  and  set  forward  to  England.  The  Perry  gal- 
ley in  her  voyage  home  was  taken  by  a  pirate,  and  Upton  was 
constrained  to  enter  along  with  them. 

The  pirate  carried  the  Perry  galley  to  the  island  of  Ruby,  and 
in  a  short  time  they  captured  a  Dutch  sloop .  Upton  and  some 
others  were  put  on  board  that  sloop,  and  embracing  an  opportu- 
nity, escaped,  carrying  off  the  sloop,  fie  feft  the  pirate  service, 
and  after  moving  from  place  to  place,  he  was  at  last  pressed  on 
board  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Nottingham,  where  he  remained  un- 
til he  was  accosed  of  piracy,  and  brought  home  for  trial. 

Upon  his  trial  it  was  proved  that  he  had  entered  with  the  pi- 
rates, signed  their  articles,  been  active  in  their  exploits,  and  re. 
ceived  a  share  of  their  plunder  ;  and  that  he  had  advised  to  burn 
the  Perry  galley,  with  her  captain  and  mate  in  her ;  and  that  he 
had  made  a  cat-o'*nioe~tails,  with  which  the  mate  received  two 
hundred  lashes,  fie  was  condemned,  and  at  the  age  of  fifty  years 
suffered  as  a  pirate. 
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This  ferocious  villian  was  born  at  Westminster,  and  received 
an  education  similar  to  that  of  the  common  people  in  England. 
He  was  by  nature  a  pirate ;  for  even  when  very  young  he  raised 
contributions  among  the  boys  of  Westminster,  and  if  they  declin- 
ed compliance,  a  battle  was  the  result.  When  he  advanced  a  step 
farther  in  life,  he  began  to  exert  his  ingenuity  at  low  games,  and 
cheating  all  in  his  power,  and  those  who  pretended  to  maintaia 
their  own  right,  he  was  ready  to  call  to  the  field  of  combat. 

He  went  to  Sea  along  with  his  brother,  and  continued  with  him 
for  three  or  four  years.  Going  over**  America,  he  wrought  in  a 
Tigging  house  at  Boston  far  some  time.  He. then  came  home  to 
-see  h|s  mother  in  England,  returned  to  Boston,  and  continued 
for  some  years  longer  at  the  same  business.  But  being  of  a  quar- 
relsome temper,  he  differed  with  his  master,  and  went  on  board  a 
^loop  bound  for  the  Bay  of  Honduras. 

While  there,  he  had  the  command  of  a  boat  employed  in  bring- 
ing logwood  to  the  ship.  In  that  boat  there  were  twelve  men  well 
armed,  because  of  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  the  wood  is  taken 
almost  by  force.     It  happened  one  day  that  the  boat  came  to  the 
"ship  just  a  little  before  dinner  was  ready,   and  Low  desired  that 
they  might  dine  before  they  returned.     The  captain,  however, 
x>rdered  them  a  bottle  of  rum,  and  requested  them  to  take  another 
tripj  as  no  time  was  to  be  lost.    The  crew  were  enraged,  particu- 
larly Low,  who  took  up  a  loaded  musket  and  fired  at  the  captain, 
but  missing  him,  another  man  was  shot,  and  they  then  run  off  with, 
the  boat.     The  next  day  they  took  a  small  vessel,   went  on  board 
her,  hoisted  a  black  flag,  and  declared  war  with  the  whole  world. 

In  their  rovings,  Loto  met  with  Lowther^  who,  proposed  that 
.  he  should  join  him,  and  thus  promote  their  mutual  advantage. 
We  have. already  related  their  adventures, so  long  as  they  remain. 
ed  in  company.  Having  captured  a  brigantine,  Low,  with  forty 
more,  went  on  board  her,  and  leaving  Lowther,  went  to  seek 
their  own  fortune. 

Their  first  adventure  was  the  taking  of  a  vessel  belonging  to 
Amboy,  out  of  which  they  took  the  provisions,  and  all6wed  her  to 
proceed.     Upon  the  same  day  they  took  a  sloop?  plundered  her, 
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and  allowed  her  to  depart  That  sloop  went  into  Black  tslandj 
and  sent  intelligence  to  the  governor  that  Low  was  on  the  coast. 
Two  small  vessels  were  immediately  fitted  out,  bat  before  their 
arrival.  Low  was  beyond  their  reach.  After  this  narrow  escape, 
Low  went  into  port,  to  procnre  water  and  fresh  provisions,  and 
then  renewed  his  search  of  plunder  He  next  sailed  into  the  har- 
bour of  Port  Rosemary^  where  were  thirteen  ships,  bnt  none  of 
them  of  any  great  strength.  Low  hoisted  his  black  flag,  assuring 
them,  that  if  they  made  any  resistance,  they  should  have  ho  quar- 
ter ;  and  manning  their  boat,  the  pirates  took  possession  of  every 
one  of  them,  plundered  and  converted  to  their  own  use  according 
to  pleasure.  They  put  on  board  a  schooner  ten  guns  and  fifty 
men,  named  her  the  JFVzftcgf,  and  Low  himself  Went  on  board  of 
her,  while  Charles  Harris  was  constituted  captain  of  the  brigan- 
tine.  They  also  constrained  a  few  of  the  men  to  join  them,  and 
sign  their  articles. 

After  an  unsuccessful  pursuit  of  two  sloops  from  Boston,  they 
steered  for  the  leeward  islands,  but  in  their  way  were  overtaken: 
by  a  terrible  hurricane.  The  search  for  plunder  gave  place 
to  the  most  vigorous  exertion  to  save  themselves.  On  board  the. 
Brigantine,  all  hands  were  at  work  both  day  and  night ;  they 
were  under  the  necessity  of  throwing  over  board  six  of  her  guns, 
and  all  the  weighty  provisions.  In  the  storm,  the  two  vessels 
were  separated,  and  it  was  sometime  before  they  saw  each  other. 

After  the  storm,  Low  went  into  a  small  island  west  of  the  Ca- 
rabees,  refitted  his  vessels,  and  got  provison  for  them  in  ex- 
change of  goods.  As  soon  as  the  Brigantine  was  'ready  for  sea, 
they  went  on  a  cruize  until  the  Fancy  should  be  prepared,  and 
during  that  cruize,  they  met  with  a  vessel  which  had  lost  all  her 
masts  in  the  storm,  and  they  plundered  her  of  goods  to  the  value 
of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  returned  to  the  island.  When  the 
Fancy  was  ready  to  sail,  a  council  was  held  what  course  they 
should  next  steer.  They  followed  the  advice  of  the  captain,  who" 
thought  it  not  safe  to  sail  any  longer  to  the  leeward,  lest  ikej 
should  fall  in  with  any  of  the  men.of.war  that  cnrixed  upon  that 
coast,  so  they  sailed  for  the  Nores. 

-  The.  good  fortune  of  Low  was  now  singular  $  in  his  way  thi- 
ther, he  captured  a  French  ship  of  thirty  four  guns,  and 
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Jter  along  with  then.  Then  entering  St  Michael's  roads,  lie  cap* 
tared  seten  sail,  threatening  with  instant  death  all  who  dared  U* 
oppose  him.  Thus,  by  inspiring,  terror,  without  firing  a  single 
gun,  he  became  master  of  all  that  property.  Being  in  want  o/ 
water  and  fresh  provisions,  Low  Bent  to  the,  governor  demanding 
a  supply,  upon,  condition  of  releasing  the  ships  he  had  taken*, 
otherwise  he  would  commit  them  to  the  tames.  The  request  was 
Instantly  complied  with,  and.  six  of  the  vessels  were  restored,  fiujt 
a  French  vessel  which  was  among  them,  they  emptied  of  her  guns 
and  men,  except  the  cook,  who,  they  said,  being  a  greasy  fellow* 
would  fry  well ;  so  bound  the  unfortunate  man  to  the  mast,  and 
set  the  ship  on  fire. 

The  next  who  felL  in  their  way,  was  Captain  Carter  in  the 
.  Wright  gaUey ;    who,  because  he  shewed   some  inclination  t» 
defend  himself,  was  cut  and  mangled  in  a  barbarous  manner* 
There  were  also. two  Portuguese  friars,  whom  they  tied  to  the  fore> 
mast,  and  several  times  Let  them  down  before  they  were  dead, 
merely  to  gratify  their  own  ferocious  dispositions.     Meanwhile, 
another  Portuguese,'  beholding  this  cruel  scene,   expressed  some 
sorrow  in  his  countenance,  upon  which  one  of  the  wretches  said 
lie  did  not  like  bis  looks,  and  so  giving  him  a  stroke  over  the  cen- 
tre with  his  cutlass,  he  fell  upon  the  spot.     Another  of  the  mis- 
creants, aiming  a  blow  at  a  prisoner,  missed  his  aim,  and  struek 
Low  upon  the  under  jaw :  The  surgeon  was  called,  and  stitched 
top  the  wound  5  but  Low  finding  fault  with  the  operation,  the  sur- 
geon gave  him  a  blow,  which  broke  all  the  stitches,  and  he  left 
him  to  sew  them  himself.  After  he  had  plundered  this  vessel,  some 
of  them  were  for  burning  her,  as  they  had  done  the  Frenchman* 
b»t,   instead  of  that,  they  cut  her  cables,   rigging,  and  sails  t» 
pieces,  and  sent  her  adrift  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves. 

They  next  sailed  for  the  island  of  Madeiras,  and  took  up  a  ash- 
ing boat  with  two  old  men  and  a  boy.  They  detained  one  of 
them,  and  sent  the  other  on  shore  with  a  flag  of  truce,  requesting 
the  Governor  to  send  them  a  boat  of  water,  else  they  would  hang 
the  other*  man  at  the  mastarm.  The.water  was  sent,  and  the  naaa 

dismissed. 

They  next  sailed  for  the  Canary  islands,  and  there  toqk  seve- 
ral vessels  ;  and  being  informed  that  two  small  gaUies  were  daily 
expected,  the  sloop  was  manned  and  sent  in  quest  of  them*  Tkej 
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howeVe*  missing  their  prey,  and  being  in  great  want  of  provistonj 
'Went  into  St  Michael's  in  the  character  of  a  trader,  and  being dis* 
covered,  were  apprehended,  and  the  whole  crew  ^conducted  to  th* 
castle,  and  treated  according  to  their  merits. 

Meanwhile,  Low's  ship  was-  over-set  upon  the  Careen  and  lost, 
so  that  having  only  the  Fancy  scooner  remaining,  they  all,  to  the 
number  of  an  hundred  went  on  board  her,  and  set  sail  in  search 
of  new  spoils.  They  soon  met  a  rich  Portuguese  vessel,  and  af- 
ter some  resistance,  captured  her.  Low  tortured  the  men  to  con. 
strain  them  to  inform  where  they  had  hid  their  treasures*  He 
accordingly  discovered  that,  during  the  chase  ^  the  captain  had 
hung  a  bag  with  eleven  thousand  ihoidores  out  of  the  cabin  wint 
dow,  and  that  when  they  were  taken,  he  had  cut  the  rope,  and 
allowed  it  to  fall  into  the  sea.  Upon  this  intelligence,  Low  raved 
and  stormed  like  a  fury,  ordered  the  captain's  lips  to  be  cut  off 
and  broiled  before  his  eyes,  then  murdered  him  and  all  his  crew. 

After  this  bloody  action,  the  miscreants  steered  northward,  and 
in  their  course  seized  several  vessels,  one  of  which  they  burnt, 
and  plundering  the  rest,  allowed  them  to  proceed .  Having  clean* 
ed  in  one  of  (he  islands,  they  then  sailed  for  the  Bay  of  Honduras* 
They  met  a  Spaniard  coming  out  of  the  bay,  which  had  captured 
five  Englishmen  and  a  pink,— plundered  .them,  and  brought  away 
the  masters  prisoners.  Low  hoisted  Spanish  colours,  but  when  he 
came  near,  hung  out  the  black  flag,  and  the  Spaniard  was.  seized 
without  resistance.  Upon  finding  the  masters  of  the  English  ves- 
sels in  the  hold,  and  seeing  English  goods  on  board,  a  consultation 
was  held,  when  it  was  determined  to  put  all  the  Spaniards  to  the 
sword.  This  was  scarcely  resolved  upon*  when  they  commenced 
with  every  species  of  weapons  to  massacre  every  man,  and  tome 
flying  from  their  merciless  hands  into  the  waves,  a  canoe  was  sent 
in  pursuit  of  those  who  endeavoured  to  swim  on  shore.  They  next 
plundered  the  Spanish  vessel,  restored  the  English  masters  to  their 
respective  vessels,  and  set  the  Spaniard  on  Are. 

Low's  next  cruize  was  between  the  Leeward  islands  and  the 
main*  land,  where,  in  a  continued  course  of  prosperity ,  he  success 
,  sively  captured  no  less  than  nineteen  ships  of  different  seizes,  and 
in  general  treated  their  crews  with  a  barbarity  unequalled  even 
among  pirates.  But  it  happened  that  the  Greyhound,  of  twenty 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  vtos  cruizing  upon  that 
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cast.     Informed  of  the  mischief  these  miscreants  had  done     the 
Greyhound  went  in  search  of  them.,    Supposing  they  had   disco* 
vered  a  prize,   Low  and  his  crew  pursued  them,  and  the  Grey, 
hound,  allowing  them  to  run  after  her  until  all  things  were  ready 
ia  engage,    turned  upon  them.      When    Low  discovered  with 
whom  he  had  to  contend,   he  run  off  with  all  the  sail  he  could 
make.     The  Greyhound  discontinuing  to  fire,   took  to  her  oars, 
aud  came  up  with  the  pirates*     A  desperate  engagement  ensued, 
and> in  a  short  time  the  Ranger  had  her  main. yard  shot  off.     In 
these  circumstances,  Low  abandoned  her  to  the  enemy  and  fled. 
The  crew  soon  cried  for  quarters,  and  were  reserved  to  endure  a 
more  shameful  death.     The  Greyhound  returned  with  her  prize, 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  country,  but  at  the  same  time  regretting 
that  Low  the  principal  offender  had  escaped. 

Nothing,  however,  could  lessen  the  fury,  or  reform  the  man., 
ners,  of  that  obdurate  crew*  Their  narrow  escape  had  no  good 
effect  upon  them,  and  with  redoubled  violence  they  renewed  their 
depredations  and  cruelties.  The  next  vessel  they  captured,  was 
eighty  miles  from  land*  They  used  the  master  with  the  most  wan- 
ton cruelty,  then  shot  him  dead,  and  forced  the  crew  into  the  boat 
with  a  compass,  a  little  water  and  a  few  biscuits,  and  left  them  to 
the  mercy  of  the  waves ;  they,  however,  beyond  all  expectation, 
got  safe  to  shore. 

Low  proceeded  in  his  villanous  career  with  too  fatal  success. 
Unsatisfied  with  satiating  their  avarice,  and  walking  the  common 
path  of  wickedness,  those  inhuman  wretches,  like  to  Satan  him. 
self,  made  mischief  their  sport,   cruelty  their  delight,   and.  the 
ruining  and  murder  of  their  fellow  men  their  constant  employ, 
merit.    Of  all  the  piratical  crews  belonging  to  the  English  nation, 
Done  ever  equalled  Low  in  barbarity.     Their  mirth  and  their  an* 
gerhadthe  same  effects.     They  murdered  a  man  from  good  hu. 
mour,  as  well  as  from  anger  and  passion.     Their  ferocious  dispo- 
sitions seemed  only  to  delight  in  cries,  groans,  and  latnetit&tvows. 
One  day  Low  having  captured  Captain  Graves^  a  Virginia  man, 
took  a  bowl  of  punch  in  his  hand,  and  said,  Captain,  4*  here's 
half  this  to  you."     The  poor  gentleman  was  too  much  touched 
with  his  misfortunes,  to  be  in  a  humour  for  drinking,  he  therefore 
modestly  excused  himself.     Upon  this,   Low  cocked  and  present- 
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*  pistol  in  the  one  hand,  and  his  bowl  in  the  other,  saying,  u  Eli 
{her  take  the  one  or  the  other." 

Low  next  took  a  vessel  called  "  The  Christmas,"  mounted  her 
with  thirty  four  guns,  went  on  board  her  himself,  assumed  the  title 
of  Admiral,  and  hoisted  the  black  flag.  His  next  prise  was  a 
brigantine  half  manned  with  Portuguese,  and  half  with  English. 
The  former  he  hanged,  and  the  latter  he  thurst  into  their  boat 
and  dismissed,  while  he  set  fire  to  the  vessel.  The  success  of  Low 
-was  unequalled,  as  well  as  his  cruelty  ;  and  during  a  long  period 
he  continued' to  pursue  his  wicked  course  with  impunity.  We  at 
present,  however,  take  our  leave  of  this  notorious  character* 
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John  Jaen's  parents  being  in  comfortable  circumstances,  he 
received  a  good  ^education,  and  was  bound  an  apprentice  to  a 
cooper.  He  not  only  served  his  time  with  approbation,  but,  after 
he  entered  upon  business  for  himself,  he  was  industrious  and  eager 
to  gain  money.  In  order  to  tnis,  he  frequently  took  a  voyage  at 
sea,  and  at  last  became  master  of  a  vessel  fitted  out  by  some  pier- 
chants  of  Bristol  for  South  Carolina. 

It  appears  that  Jaea's  dispositions  were  naturally  fierce  and 
domineering,  and  having  used  his  cabin-boy  so  harshly  that  he 
died,  he  was  upon  his  return  immediately  apprehended,  and  com- 
mitted  for  trial.  He  however  pleaded,  that  two  of  his  principal 
witnesses  were  absent,  therefore,  his  trial  was  delayed  until  their 
return.  It  appeared  upon  evidence,  that  he  had  either  whipped, 
or  caused  to  be  whipped,  the  boy  ev^ery  day  during  the  voyage, 
until  the  time  of  has  death .  That  he  had  ordered  him  to  be  tied  with 
ropes  to  the  main. mast  for  nine  days,  with  his  arms  and  legs  ex- 
tended to  the  outmost,  while  he  whipped  him  until  he  was  covered 
with  blood,  then  filled  the  wounds  with  brime  and  pickle*  It  was 
also  deponed,  that,  under  this  terrible  usage,  the  boy  soon  became 
speechless,  but  the  captain  still  continued  to  maltreat  him,  by 
stamping  upon,  kicking,  and  bruizing  him  ;  nay,  causing  him  to 
eat  and  drink  that  which  modesty  and  humanity  forbid  us  to  men* 
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tion  ;  andj  to  close  this  scene  of  inhuman  cruelty,  that,  upon  the 
▼  ery  last  day  of  his  life,  the  unhappy  youth  had  received  eighteen 
lashes. 

It  was  farther  deponed,  that  when  the  men  were  shewing  up  his 
body  in  a  hammock  to  be  thrown  over  board,  it  had  as  many  co- 
lours as  the  rainbow  ;  that  his  flesh  was  in  some  places  as  soft  as  • 
jelly,  and  his  head  swelled  bigger  than  any  two.    Upon  the  whole, 
that  a  more  cruel,  bloody,  premeditated,  and  wilful  murder,  had : 
never  been  perpetrated.    The  evidence  being  decidedly  against  , 
him,  Captain  Jaen  was  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 

After  sentence,  he  behaved  himself  with  great  humility  and  con- 
trition, had  a  clergyman  to  attend  him  daily  in  private,  though  he 
declined  attending  in  the  public  chapel,  because,  from  the  general 
indignation  sajustly  excited  against  htm,  he  was  in  danger  of  be. 
ing  insulted,  and  his  devotions  marred.  As  the  time  of  his  death 
drew  near,  he  became  faint  and  feeble  under  the  apprehensions 
of  futurity.  He  was  about  twenty  nine  years  of  age.  In  order  to 
be  a  warning  to  others,  his  body  was  hung  in  chains  over  the 
King's  powder-house. 
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Ned's  father  was  an  inn-keeper  in  Coventry,  gave  his  son 
such  an  education  that  he  was  qualified  to  act  as  an  exciseman.  -  , 
But  he  chose  rather  to  gather  contributions  for  himself  than  for 
the  King.     He  equipped  himself  for  his  calling,  and  though  he 
committed  two  robberies  without  detection,    he  was  apprehended 
the  third  0 time.     But  his  friends  procured  his  liberty,  by  paying 
sixty  guineas  to  his  prosecutor,  who  was  only  robbed  of  thirty  shil- 
lings. 0 

Instead  of  this  proving  any  check  to  hitn  in  his  career,  he  unit- 
ed with  one  Joe  Johnson,   and  upon  the  road,  when  they  were 
about  to  attack  a  coach  in  which  there  were  three  gentlemen ;  one 
of  the  latter  discharged  a  blunderbuss,  and  so  wounded  Joe,  that 
he  was  taken  and  carried  to  Newgate,     He  was  charged  with 
committing  another  robbery,  and  being  tried,  was   condemned 
and  executed  at  Tyburn. 
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Nor  did  even  the  fate  of  his,  companion  intimidate  or  reform 
Wicks.  He  one  day  met  the  Duke  of  Marlbprough,  and  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  taken  a  little  of  that  gold  which  the  public 
were  at  that  time  disposed  to  think  was  not  acquired  in  the  most 
honourable  manner,  but  his  Grace  was  too  well  attended,  there- 
fore Ned  was  reluctantly  constrained  to  desist. 

Sometime  after  this  disappointment,  Wicks  one  evening  going 
along  Drury.Lane,  dressed  as  a  gentleman,  a  lady  made  a  pre- 
tend wl  stumble  at  his  side,  and  he  catching  ho)j)  of  her  arm  to  save 
her,  she  returned  many  thanks,  and  entreated  that  he  would  go 
home  with  her  to  her  house,  which  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  in 
order  to  receive  a  reward  suitable  to  his  favour.  He  consented,  and 
tarrying  there  for  the  evening,  in  the  midst  of  the  night  he  arose,' 
^presented  his  pistols,  swore  that  he  would  injtanily  shoot  her 
through  the  heart,  if  she  spoke  a  word,  or  offered  to  cry.-»~Thea 
bound  her  hands  and  feet,  and  robbed  her  of  every  thing  valuable, 
and  went  off.  The  lady  then  cried  out,  and  her  domestics  came 
to  set  her  at  liberty,  but  they  could  not  recover  her  property. 

Having  continued  his  depredations  with  .various  success  for  a 
while,  he  was  apprehended,  tried,  and  condemned*  His  parents 
made  great  intercession  for  bis  life,  but  being  unsuccessful,  he 
was  executed  In  the  twenty.ninth  year  of  his  age. 


NAN    HERFORD. 

The  natural  interest  which  we  take  in  the  history  and  character 
•f  the  female  sex,  renders  their  actions  more  an  object  of  curio- 
si ty  when  out  of  the  common  path.  Nan  was  descended  of  honest 
parents,  who  both  died  when  she  was  about  seventeen  years  old. 
She  then  came  to  London,  and  served  a  family  for  six  months.  It 
was  her  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  bad  company,  which  seduced 
her  from  the  path  of  sobriety  and  honesty,  and  led  her  to  that 
course  of  life  which  was  hurtful  to  many,  and  in  the  end  destruc. 
tive  to  herself. 

One  instance  of  her  cunning  and  address  may  suffice  for  an  ex- 
ample.     Her  ingenuity  enabled  her  to  devise  means  by  which  she 
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always  appeared  genteelly  dressed,  and'  so  saved  appearances. 
She  took  lodgings  in  Ring's  street,  and  entertained  an  old  woman 
as  her  accomplice,  because  she  could  not  execute  her  plans  her- 
self. After  mature  reflection ,  theyvdirected  their  attack  upon  a 
rich*  apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood*  Nan  remained  close  at. 
home,  while  the  old  woman  was  Eent  many  an  errand  to  the  apo- 
thecary's shop.  Being  a  constant  customer,  from  civility,  he 
become  familiar  with 'the  good  woman. 

One  day,  in  a  pleasing  accent,  she  asked  him  "  why  he  did  not 
marry  ?"  The  miser  replied,  u  That  the  times  were  hard,  trad- 
ing dead,  and  house-keeping  expensive."   "That's  true,  man,  but 
a  rich  wife,  man,  would  make  amends  for  all  this."     u  A  good 
one  and  a  rich7  one,  too  !"  quoth  he,  "  would  be  a  brave  thing 
indeed.     I  must  confess,  I  should  be  glad  to  embrace  such  an  op- 
portunity of  changing  my  condition.'9    She  insinuated  that  such  a 
fortune  might  be  procured.     Curiosity  was  excited,  and  sue  left 
him.     He  wa* eager  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  a  farther 
conversation.     At  her  own  time  she  informed  him,  that  there  was 
a  niece  "of  a  wealthy  citizen,  who  had  two  thousand  pounds  in  her 
uncle's  hands,  to  be  paid  at  her  marriage,  and  that,  as  she  was 
once  a  nurse  in  the  family,   the  young  lady  occasionally  called 
upon  her.  and  that  every  time  the  poor  girl  calls,  she  is  lamenting 
the  harsh  usage  of  her  uncle,  and  wishing  that  some  good  gentle- 
man would  free  her  from  his  unpleasant  hands.     The  apothecary 
was  charmed  "with  her  narrative,  and  engaged  her  to  do  all  in  her 
power  for  him. 

To  proceed  with  certainty  and  caution,  he  took  a  note  of  the 
names  of  the  uncle  and  niece,  and,  upon  enquiry,  found  that  she 
had  given  a  true  representation.   He  was  now  alh anxiety,  and,  to 
heighten   his  impatience,   the  woman  did    not  visit  his  shop  for 
some  days.     She  at  length  appeared,  and,  with  no  small  degree  of 
seeming  reluctance,  she  promised  to  introduce  him.     Nan  was  all 
modesty,  all  blushes,  all  diffidence,  insomuch  that  she  would  have 
imposed  upon  one  whose  senses  were  not  confounded,  and  his  eyes 
dazzled  with  the  contemplation  of  two  thousand  pbnnds.     Their 
interview  was  short,  for  fear  her  uncle   should  discover  that  she 
had  been  from  home.  . 

The  cold  apothecary  was  now  all  flame,  and  ready  to  kneel  he- 
ore  the  old  woman  and  the  youngheiress,  in  order  to  gain  his  ob« 
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ject.     The  former  now  ventured  to  hint,  that  as  she  was  poor,  it 
was  reasonable  she  should  have  some  return  for  her  trouble.    A.    . 
hint  was  only  necessary  in  such  an  hour,'  and  a  bond  was  immedi- 
ately executed,  agreeing  to  give  her  an  hundred  pounds  on  the 
happy  day  he  was  married  to  the  rich  heiress. 

He  was  soon  favoured  with  another  meeting,  and  to  both  parties 
it  seemed  better  not  to  delay  matters  too  long.  .  The  young  lady 
consented  to  marry  him,  and  as  she  had  been  always  kept  so  short 
of  money  and  clothes  by  her  uncle,  and  could  not,  on  the  present 
occasion,  request  an  advance,  lest  it  should  create  suspicion, 
therefore,  hinted  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  money,  that  she 
might  appear  like  his  wife*  "  My  fortune  may  be  demanded,11 
said  she,  "  when  we  are  married  ;  and  it  is  best  not  to  trouble 
the  old  man  until  all  is  secure."  Her  scheme  succeeded,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  were  instantly  brought,  and  more  offered. 
They  were  married,  and  as  she  could  not  stay  all  night  out  of  her 
uncle's  house,  the  marriage  was  consummated  during  the  day. 

Both  the  old  and  young  lady  changed  their  lodging,  and  after 
three  days  impatience,  the  apothecary  dressed  himself  as  he  was 
upon  his  wedding  day,  and  hastened  to  the  uncle,  to  demand  his 
wife  and  her  fortune.    The  coach  drove  to  the  door,  and  being  in- 
troduced to  the  uncle,  he,  in  an  imperious  tone,  said,  "  he  was 
come  to  demand  his  wife."     "  1  know  nothing  of  your  wife  nor 
you  neither,  and  desire  therefore  you  would  explain  your  mean- 
ing." "  I  mean  your  niece,  Sir,  who  is  my  lawful  wife."  4*  Your 
wife,  man !  since  how  long  pray  ?"  The  apothecary  mentioned 
the  day,  and  the' circumstances,  iu  order  to  convince.     The  uncle 
told  him,  that  his  niece  was  not  out  of  his  house  upon  that  day, 
and  he  could  not  comprehend  his  meaning.     They  came  to  high 
words,  and  the  apothecary  continuing  positive  and  serious,  the 
old  man  at  last  suspected  that  he  was  imposed  upon.     According- 
ly, he  asked  him  if  he  would  know  his  wife  when  he  saw  her?  "  I 
should  be  glad  if  you  would  try  me."     The  niece  came.     "  This 
is  none  of  my  wife."    "  But  this  is  my  niece,  though;  and  all  the 
nieces  I  have  in  the  world  too."  They  were  both  astonished,  and 
the  yonug  lady  equally  so,  to  hear  herself  named  a  wife  without 
any  previous  knowledge  why  or  wherefore. 

The  uncle  then  said,  "  Sir,  I  perceive  that  there  has  been  some 
Reception  in  this  matter ;  relate  the  whole  circumstances,  thatvre 
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may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  case."  It  was  done,  and  the  conspu 
racy  disclosed.  It  only  remained  to  exercise  patience,  and,  ei- 
ther by  parsimory,  or  laying  an  additional  price  upon  his  medi- 
cines, to  redeem  bis  losses. 

After  this,  Nan  became  enamoured  of  a  player,  who  consent, 
ed  to  reside  with  her.     To  support  their  extravagancies,  she  vi- 
sited the  shops,  and  he  the  highways.  It  was  fortunate  for  society, 
that  his  first  robbery- proved  his  last :   He  was  apprehended  and 
hanged*     Nan  however  continued  her  business  daring  the  space 
of  six  years,   in  which  time  it  was  supposed  that  she  stole  goods 
to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  pounds.     But  while  Nan  visited 
a  lit&endraper's  in  a  chair,  with  two  or  three  footmen  attending, 
he  was  90  uncivil  as  to  detect  her  in  removing  a  piece  of  muslin 
from  his  shop*     Before  her  trial,  she  offered  an  hundred  guineas 
to  her  adversary  not  to  appear  against  her.     But  he  remained  de- 
termined in  his  resolution.     During  her  confinement   she  attempt- 
ed to  set  fire  to  Newgate,  but  being  unsuccessful,  she  was  fettered 
and  hand- cuffed.     She  was   executed  before  the  prison,  and  her 
body  given  to  the  surgeons. 


TOM     MARSH. 

Marsh  was  born  at  Ludlow  in  Shropshire,  was  bred  a  mason, 
and  coming  up  to  London,  married  a  very  industrious  woman,  by 
whom  he  had  one  daughter.    Indulging  his  indolent  disposition,  his 
wages  were  insufficient  to  supply  his  wants,  so  that  he  commenced 
thief,  and  was  several  times  detected  and  punished.    Tom  was  ac- 
customed, in  his  rambles,  to  frequent  an  alehouse,  where  the  land- 
lady, an  handsome  woman,  was  desirous  to  increase  her  customers 
by  the  most  insinuating  manners.     Tom  ranked  among  her  visi- 
tants, and,  after  arranging  all  the  preliminaries,  he  was  permitted 
one  night  to  pay  her  a  late  visit.     To  banish  thoughtfulness,  and 
to  produce  repose  in  the  absence  of  the  husband,  who  had  gone  to 
the  country,  some  of  the  best  in  the  house  was  placed  upon  the 
table*     Tom,  who  was  as  much  disposed  to  sacrifice  to  avarice  as 
to  love,  infused  some  somniferous  ingredients  in  the  indulgent  hos- 
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tess's  cup,  so  that  fin  a  little  time  he,  undisturbed,  robbed  her  of 
three  riqgs,  the  best  of  her  clothes,  and  forty  pounds  in  money. 

His  next  adventure  was  to  wander  the  country  in  the  character 
either  of  a  discharged  soldier,  or  a  disabled  seaman.  Nor  was  he 
very  scrupulous  at  helping  himself  when  the  country  people  were 
flow  in  their  movements.  He  was  at  length  detected  in  his  rob- 
beries,  and  entering  a  man's  yard  to  steal,  he  was  filed  of  twenty 
pounds,  and  committed  to  Newgate  until  it  was  paid.  There  he 
remained  four  years,  and  having  twice  broke  out,  he  was  both 
times  put  in  irons,  and  handcuffed,"  When  his  fine  was  remit- 
ted, and  he  was  set  at  liberty,  he  again  renewed  his  pilfering,  was 
recommitted,  and  hanged  at  Tyburn.  Before  his  death,  he  con- 
fessed having  murdered  a  farmer,  for  which  Charles  Dean  the  at- 
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torney  was  executed. 


JACK    ADDISON. 

This  man  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Lambeth,  and  followed  the 
trade  of  a  butcher.  The  company  of  abandoned  women  first  drew 
him  from  the  paths  of  industry  and  honour.  He  soon  associated 
with  others  upon  the  highway,  some  of  whom  ended  their  journey 
before  him.  Their  wretched  fate,  however,  had  no  salutary  effect 
upon  his  conduct,  but  with  unabated  violence  he  pursued  his  vi- 
cious courses. 

One  day  meeting  a  parson,  he  robbed  him  of  five  guineas,  and 
putting  them  in  his  pocket,  said,  *'  'Tis  as  safe  here  as  in  your's." 
**  That  I  believe,  but  I  hope,  Sir,  you'll  be  so  civil  as  give  me 
some  of  it  back  again."  u  Alas  !  Sir,  I  wonder  how  a  man  of 
your  coat  can  be  so  unconscionable  as  to  desire  any  thing  out  of 
this  small  matter ;  but  I  tell  you  what,  Sif,  if  you  can  tell  me 
what  part  of  speech  your  gold  is,  I'll  return  it  all  again."  *  The 
parson  replied,  that  it  was  a  noun  substantive.  '*  No,  no,  yon 
are  out  now  ;  I  perceive  you  are  no  good- grammarian,  for  where 
your  gold  is  at  present  it  is  a  noun  adjective,  because  it  can  be 
neither  seen,  felt,  heard,  nor  understood."  Then  Jack  proceed- 
ed  to  more  important  business. 
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He,  not  long  after,  Diet  an  innkeeper,  whom  he  robbed  of  a 
watch  and  eighteen  shillings,  and  when  he  entreated  him  to  give 
him  a  little  back,  he  replied,  "  Had  yon  been  an  honest  trades- 
man, I  might  perhaps  have  considered  your  case ;  bat  as  I  know 
that  yon  wear  a  black  flag,  I'U  not  give  you  one  farthing  ;  because 
all  those  of  your  profession  neither  eat,  drink,  nor  think,  but  at 
other  men's  expense.'' 

Upon  another  day,  meeting  a  captain  of  the  guards,  he  request* 
ed  him  to  stand  and  deliver  /  then,  knocking  him  down,  said, 
"  Your  honour  and  your  gin  are  always  firey  steeds  that  are  con* 
stantly  drawing,  but  now  you  must  make  a  stand,  and  since  your 
charily  exceeds  that  of  the  clergy,  even  to  make  you  love  gin, 
your  greatest  enemy,  I  trust  that  you  will  forgive  me  this  rude  in. 
terruption."  Then  giving  the  captain  another  blow,  he  took  from 
him  three  guineas  and  a  gold  watch. 

As  all  were  equal  to  Jack,  though  he  loved  a  weighty  purse 
much  better  than  a  light  one,  he  one  day  attacked  a  damsel  of 
easy  virtue,  whom  he  knew  well,  and  accosted  her  thus  :  "  Where 
h^ye  you  been  all  this  while,  that  I  must  wait  two  or  three  hours 
for  you  ?  I  suppose  that  yon  have  been  dressing  all  day.  Come, 
let's  see  what  money  you  have  got  in  your  pockets*"  ?hen,  ta- 
king three  or  four  shillingsfrom  her,  he  bound  her  neck  and  heefy 
and  left  her  in  that  situation, .  where  she  lay  all  night,  until  she 
was  relieved  in  the  morning  by  some  haymakers. 

Jack  appears  to  have  taken!  more  delight  in  stealing,  than  the 
value  of  what  he  appropriated  to  himself  seemed  to  merit.     Rob- 
bing a  barrister  of  a  gold  watch,   a  gold  snuff-box,  and  two 
guineas,  and  binding  him  hand  and  foot ; — a  chamber-maid  of 
twenty- three  shillings  ; — and  a  Serjeant  of  thePpnltry  of  forty  shil- 
lings,— are  the  principal  ones  recorded  of  him,  though  he  is  report* 
f  ed  to  have  committed  fifty- six  robberies  before  he  was  apprehend* 
ed.     He  was  seized  upon  the  information  of  another  robber,  who/ 
was  a  prisoner  in  Southwark  for  robbing  the  French  Ambassador. 
He  was  about  twenty-three  years  of  age  when  he  suffered  at  Ty-j 
burn. 
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ANDREW    BAYNES. 

This  man  was  vicious  from  his  infancy,  and  bis  depravity  ia. 
creased  with  his  years.  His  vanity  and  avarice  first  displayed 
themselves  in  renting  large  houses,  and  ordering  elegant  furniture 
from  the  different  mechanics,  and,  at  a  convenient  time,  disposing 
of  the  same,  and  leaving  the  owners  to  seek  redress  where  they 
best  could.  Upon  one  occasion  he  removed  no  less  than  four 
hundred  pounds  worth  of  goods  into  the  Mint,  which  were  re. 
moved  from  thence  by  an  express  order  of  court. 

Being  one  time  in  want  of  money,  he  went  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace  iu  Norwich,  and  swore  that  he  had  been  robbed  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  within  five  miles  of  the  city,  between 
sun  and  sun.  He  obtained,  three  or  four  knaves  to  swear  that  he 
had  such  a  sum  of  money  when  he  left  town  ;  the  county,  there- 
fore, had  to  pay  the  money.  In  company  with  Tom  Bets,  he 
next  turned  house-breaker. 

Bets  was  an  old  offender ;  he  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and 
sent  over  a  soldier  into  Flanders.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
French,  and,  after  suffering  great  calamities,  he  escaped,  and 
went  into  the  service  of  the  King  of  Sweden*  In  that  service  he 
was  sent  into  Poland,  from  whence  he  made  his  escape  to  Hol- 
land. While  there,  he  went  on  board  a  Dutchman,  which  was 
sent  to  Moscovy  to  convey  a  fleet.  In  that  country  Bets  went  on 
shore  in  the  night,  stole  one  of  the  Czar's  bears,  which  he  brought 
to  Holland,  and  after  his  discharge,  gained  his  bread  by  showing  the 
animal.  He  sometime  after  came  over  to  England,  and  having 
robbed  the  houses  of  Lord  Georges  in  Covent  Garden,  he  was 
tried,  and  condemned  to  be  executed  at  Tyburn. 

Undismayed  by  Bets*  awful  example,  Baynes  pursued  his  evil 
courses.  After  continuing  for  some  time,  he  was  detected,  tried, 
and  condemned,  but  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  reprieved.  He 
was  scarcely  relieved,  when  he  robbed  the  Earl  of  Westmore- 
land's house  of  goods  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds.  Upon 
the  information  of  one  concerned,  he  was  detected,  but,  upon  re. 
s to dng  part  of  the  goods,  he  was  liberated. 

Thus  a  second  time  escaping  just  punishment,  he  became  more 
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AespSrite  thdri  ever •  and  being  unsuccessful  in  housebreaking, 
he  commenced  foot-pad.  The  first  that  he  arid  his  associates  met  was 
*  taylor,  to  whom  he  owed  the  making  of  a  coat  while  he  was  in 
NeWgate.  That  honest  man  knew  Baynes^  and  addressed  him, 
saying,  <4  Don't  you  know  me  ?"  u  Yes,"  replied  Baynes,  u  t 
know  yon  well  enough,  and  therefore  am  resolved  to  send  you 
home  like  a  gentleman*  for  you  shall  have  no  money  in  your 
pockets."'  Then  searching  him,  he  took  eight  shillings  and  his  » 
Watch.  Not  satisfied  with  that  small  plunder,  he  stripped  hint 
naked,  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and  set  a  bull  dog  that  accompanied 
him  to  bark  and  tear  at  him,  until  he  was  completely  terrified, 
and  greatly  hiirt ;  arid  had  it  not  been  for  the  compassion  of  those 
who  were  with  Baynes,  he  would  have  allowed  the  animal  to  tear 
him  in  pieced.  Nor  was  hi$  clothes  restored  to  the  poor  tailor, — 
Baynes  telling  him,  that,  whether  right  or  wrong,  he  would  soon 
provide  himself  of  a  second  suit  from  among  the  remnants  of  hier 
customers.     .       i     . 

A  poor  shoemaker  upon  another  day  met  'Baynes  and  his  asso. 
feiates,  who  commanded  him  to  Hand  and  deliver  !  Crispin  en- 
treated them  to  use  some  degree  of  conscience,  and  not  ruin  both? 
him  and  his  family  in  one  hour.  "  You  sdn  of  Crispin  !"  said 
Baynes,  "  don't  talk  of  conscience  to  us,  for  we  shall  now  stretch1 
it  as  you  do  ydur  leather,"  He  then  took  from  him  about  sixty 
pounds,  and  tied  his  hands  and  feeti  Baynes  then  cried,  "  Id 
this  all  the  money  that  yon  have  ?"  "  Yes,  indeed !"  u  You, 
sirrah !  yon  ought  to  have  every  bone  in  your  skin  broken  for 
bringing  no  more  with  you."  In  vain  did  the  shoemaker  repeat 
his  request  to  have  a  small  part  of  his  money  restored  ;  tying  him  • 
hand  and  foot,,  they  bade  him  remain  until  the  day  of  judgment^ 
that  they  came  to  relieve  him. 

At  another  time,  this  band  met  three  female  quakers,  robbed 
them  of  the  small  sums  they  had  upon  them,  then  stripped  them 
entirely  naked,  and  left  them  in  that  exposed  situation.  Nor 
could  all  the  entreaties  of  his  companions  in  their  favours  mitigate 
the  rage  of  Baynes. 

One  time  Baynes  was  taken  by  Dent,  the  informing  constable, 
and  sent  to  Flanders  as  a  soldier.     Having  run  from  his  coVours, 
he  one  day,  along  with  his  companions,  met  Dent  in  an  a\ehouse, 
tod  knowing  him  again,  they  waylaid  him  at  Bloody  bridge,  an& 
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Baynes  said,  (C  Thou  insolent  rascal !  who  hast  sold  many  a  man's 
blood  at  twenty  shillings  per  head,  I  will  now  make  you  suffer  for 
your  conduct  "  Then  using  him  in  a  cruel  manner,  he  bound  Mm 
hand  and  foot,  and  left  him  in  that  situation,  where  he  lay  until 
morning  After  a  course  of  villainy,  this  miscreant  was  appre- 
hended, and  executed  at  Tyburn  in  the  twenty.sixth-year  of. his 
age. 


■*»4*i 


JAMES    FILEWOOD 

.Was  a  native  of  Cornhill,  and  his  father  was  a  labourer* 
When  James  first  enlisted  under  the  banners  of  vice,  he  tried  his 
dexterity  at  picking  pockets.  No  sooner  could  his  eye  and  his 
hand  answer  each  other,  than  he  frequented  all  the  places  of  con. 
course  about  town,  and  the  fairs  in  the  country  ;  nor  was  even  the 
church  exempted  from  his  pilfering.  To  dive  into  the  pocket  of 
one  intent  upon  the  sermon,  or  to  exchange  a  hat,  or  take  two 
fpr  one,  were  actions  that  afforded  him  greater  pleasure  than  the 
best  sermon  that  ever  issued  forth  from  a  pulpit. 

One  time  Filewood  was  tried  at  Oxford,  and  came  off  by  the  in- 
genuity of  one  Clark,  a  gentlemanrof  his  own  profession  :  "  Come, 
Glark,"  said  James,  after  getting  clear  off,  "  since  we  have 
so  happily  stumbled  upon  one  another,  let  us  have  a  pint  toge- 
ther:" "  A  match  !"  so  into  a  tavern  they  rushed.  After  drink, 
ing  for  some  time,  they  began  to  explore  the  corners  of  their 
pockets,  and  to  their  chagrin  they  found  that  there  was  not  so 
much  in  both  their  pockets  as  was  sufficient  to  pay  for  their  drink. 
u  Hang  it!"  said  Filewood,  "we  had  as  well  be  in  for  a 
great  deal  as  a  little."  Continuing  until  they  had  exhausted  five 
or  six  shillings,  James  then  exclaimed,  "  I  have  it."  Mean* 
while,  calling  up  the  landlord,  he  said,  "  Sir,  we  came  hereabout 
a  mathematical  business,  to  measure  from  your  window  to  the 
ground :  I  have  laid  upon  thirteen  feet,  my  friend  upon  thirteen 
feet  nine  inches,  and  you  are  to  be  judge  that  I  slip  not  this  line, 
until  he  goes  down  to  see  whether  from  this  knot,  which  is  just  so 
much,  it  reaches  to  the  ground."    The  vintner  consented.     The. 
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other  sharper  went  down,  and  when  at  the  bottom  of  the  window^ 
cried*  "  It  doth  not  reach  by  eleven  inches."  "  Pray,  Sir> 
hold  it  here  until  I  slip  down  to  see,  for  I  will  not  believe  him«"> 
So  down  he  went,  informing  the  waiter  as  he  passed,  that  he  had 
paid  the  reckoning.  Thus  the  line,  like  that  of  Theseus ,  for. 
tunately  delivered  them  from  their  labyrinth* 

Upon  another  occasion,  James  stole  an  alarum  watch,  and  so 
boldly  denied  the  fact  before  the  judge,  that  he  was  discharged  ; 
but,  ere  he  was  out  of  the  court,  the  alarum  went,  upon  which  he 
was  brought  back  and  searched  ;  and  the  watch  being  found,  he 
exclaimed,  "  What  devilish  luck  have  I,  that  I  should  so  easily 
baffle  both  justice  and  constable,  and  yet  am  trepanned  by  the 
watch."  He  was  committed  to  Newgate,  and  had  not  the  matter 
been  compromised  with  the  prosecutor,  he  might  have  suffered  for 
the  untimely  alarum  of  the  watch. 

Our  adventurer  went  on  in  his  evil  courses,  until  he  was  de- 
tected in  picking  a  pocket  of  ten  shillings,  and  upon  that,  and 
another  indictment  for  stealing  a  pocket-book  in  which  was 
eight  guineas,  he  was  tried,  and  received  sentence  of  death* 


WILLIAM  WARD,  SAMUFX  LYNN,  RALPH  EM- 
MERY, JOHN  PRIOR,  ROBERT  VICKERS,  anb 
FRANCIS  PARQUET. 

The  lives  of  these  men  being  barren  of  events,  and  their  deaths, 
happening  in  one  day,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  include  them  in 
•ne  narrative* 

William  Warj>  was  born  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.     His  fa. 
ther,  who  was  a  mill. w right,  removed  to  Norwich,  and  he  reared 
his  son  to  his  own  business.     Having  acquired  the  knowledge  of 
his  business,  he  went   «»p  to  London,   and  there  married  a  very 
amiable  young  woman,   and  conducted  himself  with  great   pro- 
priety, until  falling  in  with  improper  company,   he  was"  seduced 
from  the  paths  of  industry  and  honesty.     His  first  robbery  was  the 
Caking  a  portmanteau  from  the  back  of  a  hackney  coach,  in  which 
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there  was  a  gold  watch,  a  gold  chain,  and  cloth  to  a  considerable 
value.  The  spoil  produced  about  fourteen  guineas,  which  were 
divided  between  him  and  his  accomplices.  By  some  accident, 
however,  the  rightful  owner  recovered  them  at  the  expense  of 
twenty. one  guineas. 

At  another  time,  Ward  riding  through  Holboro  in  a  hackney 
coach,  perceiving  a  porter  with  a  large  trunk  upon  his  back,  de- 
sired the  coachman  to  stop,  and  calling  the  porter,  gave  him  a 
shilling  to  go  across  the  street  a  .message,  and  desired  him  to  put 
hte  burden  into  the  coach,  and  he  would  take  special  care  of  it 
Ward  immediately  called  to  the  coachman  to  drive  off  to  an  ale. 
house,  which  was  the  common  haunt  of  all  kinds  of  villains. 
Upon  examining  the  trunk,  he  found  about  eighty  pounds*  and  ft 
great  quantity  of  clothes.  Meanwhile  the  poor  porter  was  making 
an  outcry  through  all  Holborn  for  his  trunk,  which  his  cautioners 
had  to  reimburse  to  the  owner,  and  these  seeking  redress  from  the 
porter,  he  was  thrown  into  jail  to  meditate  upon  his  folly. 

Not  long  after,  Ward  was  detected  in  taking  from  a  coach  S 
trunk,  and  being  instantly  carried  to  Newgate,  he  was  deprived 
of  the  pleasure  of  examining  into  the  contents  of  his  prize.  Upori 
trial  and  conviction,  he  was  sentenced  to  transportation  ;  but  his 
voyage  over  seas  was  interrupted  by  two  indictments  being 
brought  against  htm,  upon  which  he  underwent  a  new  trial,  and 
was  sentenced  to  visit  Tyburn  instead  of  a  foreign  land. 

Samuel  Lynn  was  born  at  Brainston  in  Norfolk.  His  father 
was  a  grocer  and  tallow-chandler,  and  his  son  was  taught  the  same 
business.  Leaving  the  country,  the  abode  of  industry  arid  inno- 
cence, he  went  to  London,  and  there  became  acquainted  with 
some  who  acquired  money  with  more  rapidity  than  by  the  slow  re* 
turns  of  labour.  In  the  course  of  picking  pockets  he  was  called 
to  plead  before  a  justice,  and  being  unsuccessful  in  his  oratorical 
efforts,  he  was  sentenced  to  lose  his  life  in  the  presence  of  nume- 
rous spectators  at  Tyburn.  The  clemency  of  his  Prince,  how* 
ever,  exchanged  the  sentence  for  that  of  transportation  in  six 
months.  But,  either  to  support  his  extravagancies  during  that 
time,  or  to  gratify  his  avaricious  disposition,  he  made  free  with 
other  persons9  property,  and  so  in  the  nineteenth'  year  of  bis  age 
died  at  Tyburn. 
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Ralph  Emmery  was  a  parish  boy,  and  bound  apprentice  for 
nine  years  to  a  chair*maker.  He  served  his  time  with  great  fide- 
lity, and  afterwards  gained  his  bread  by  the  same  employment 
Be  commenced  his  wicked  career  by  drinking,  swearing,  and  ne- 
glecting the  duties  of  religion,  and  soon  proceeded  to  pocket- 
picking.  For  this  and  similar  practices,  he  was  once  in  White- 
Chapel  jail,  six  times  in  Newgate,  thrice  whipped,  and  twice  sent 
to  Bridewell,  but  none  of  these  punishments  had  the  least  effect 
in  promoting  his  reformation. 

He  advanced  a  step  farther  in  his  profession,  and  went  upon 
the  road  to  ease  passengers  of  the  unpleasant  burden  of  carrying 
either  gold  or  silver.  In  this  character  he  and  other  two  compa- 
nions met  anonjuring  parson;  one  of  them  justled  the  honest 
doctor,  while  the  other  two  came  to  his  protection.  They  took 
the  doctor  in  between  them,  and  went  along,  reproaching  and 
*  quarrelling  with  the  person  who  first  insulted  him.  Arriving  at  a 
ditch,  the  first  rogue,  while  the  two  guides  were  not  aware,  came 
behind,  and  threw  the  good  parson  into  the  ditch.  "  Look  you," 
said  the  the  other  two,  "  Did  we  not  tell  you  that  he  was  a  rogue  ; 
therefore  we  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  us  something 
for  our  trouble  in  bringing  you  here."  Then  they  seized  his  hat, 
vrig,  coat,  and  sword,  while  they  emptied  his  pockets,  and  left 
the  reverend  gentleman  to  emerge  from  his  watery  dwelling  in  die 
best  manner  he  could. 

Emmery  was  at  last  convicted  for  being  accessary  to  a  murder 
along  with  William  Audley  and  Sarah  Brown. 

i 
John  Prior  was  born  in  Bedforshire,  but  his  parents  were 
either  so  poor,  or  so  negligent,  that  he  was  bred  up  in  great  igno- 
rance, so  that  be  could  neither  Tead  nor  write.  During  some  years 
he  served  in  the  country ,  but  coming  to  London,  he  enlisted  into 
the  foot.guards.     This  was  the  beginning  of  a  life  of  wickedness. 
He  frequented  the  company  of  profligate  women,  who  soon  drove 
him  to  the  highway,  to  support  their  extravagancies.   He  speedily 
became  dexterous  in  his  profession,  and  both  in  the  country  and 
about  London,  he  committed  many  flagrant  robberies.     He  was 
at  last  apprehended,  and  several  of  these  robberies  being  put  into 
the  indictment,  he  was   condemned  to  terminate  his  days  and  his 

depredations  at  Tyburn. 
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Robert  Vickers  was  a  native  of  Warwickshire,  and  Whefl 
Very  young,  he  was  bound  apprentice  to  a  baker.  When  hid 
time  was  expired,  he  went  to  London,  and  served  some  time  with 
two  masters,  to  his  own  honour,  and  to  their  satisfaction.  Bat 
leaving  the  path  of  industry,  he  went  into  the  foot- guards.  la 
that  station,  his  manners  and  habits  soon  underwent  a  sad  change* 
Deserting  his  colours,  he  commenced  foot-pad,  and  the  first  he 
attacked  was  an  Iribh  barrister.  He  not  only  robbed  him  of  his 
money,  but  wantonly  stripped  him,  and  daubing  his  shirt  in  a 
pond,  and  then  putting  it  upon  him,  he  said,  "  that  now  he  looked 
something  like  a  limb  of  the  law,  since  he  was  in  black."  Then 
tying  him  neck  and  heel,  he  left  him  to  ponder  upon  the  volumi- 
nous authors  of  the  law.  This  robber  soon  terminated  his  journey 
at  the  well  known  boundary  of  thieves. 

Francis  Parquet  was  born  in  France,  and  about  the  age  of 
fifteen,  came  over  to  England.  He  lived  three  years  with  a  French 
traveller, — then  went  to  Bath,  where  he  commenced  business 
for  himself,  and  succeeded  for  some  time ;  but  at  last,  getting  into 
debt,  he  came  to  London  and  pursued  his  business,  until,  by  evil 
companions,  he  was  seduced  to  join  them  in  house-breaking, 
which  he  continued  to  practise,  until,  with  his  companions  in  de- 
predation, he  ended  his  days  at  Tyburn. 


JOHN  TRIPPUCH,  ROBERT  CANE,  THOMAS 
CHARNOCK,  and  RICHARD  SHEPHERD. 

The  first  of  these  obtained  the  name,  of  the  Golden  Tinman* 
for  a  similar  reason  to  that  which  procured  another  the  name  of 
the  Golden  Farmer*  Similar  also  to  the  Golden  Farmer,  he 
scorned  to  be  under  obligations  to  any  other  man  in  the  way  of 
his  business,  or  risk  his  neck  in  the  hands  of  one  that  might  choose 
to  save  his  own.  Our  adventurer  hafd  carried  on  his  depredations 
in  town  and  country  until  he  was  notorious  in  both.  Being  ap- 
prehended, and  sentenced,  his  money  piocured  him  a  pardon,  but 
it  did  not  produce  any  reformation ;  for  he  renewed  his  depreda* 
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tibns.  It  was  not  long  before  he  met  again  a  serious  interruption 
by  being  requested  to  pay  a  visit  to  Newgate*  Nor  was  he  so  for* 
tunate  in  finding  an  avaricious  prosecutor,  for  no  money  would 
induce  this  one  to  turn  aside  the  current  of  justice.  His  former  par- 
don induced  him  to  hope  for  a  second  ;  so  that  while  the  Ordinary 
was  admonishing  him  to  prepare  for  death,  he  would  interrupt  him 
with  the  enquiry.     "  Do  you  believe  1  can  obtain  a  pardon  V* 

"  I  don't  know,  indeed."  u  But  you  know  one  counsellor 

pray  make  use  of  your  interest  with  Jum*  ««d  see  whether  you 
can  get  him  to  save  me,  I'll  no*  be  ungrateful,  doctor." 

The  Ordinary  was  greatly  troubled  at  his  conduct,  but  he  still 
persevered  in  his  sacred  duty.  One  day  the  criminal  opened  his 
breast  to  the  doctor,  and  shewing  the  many  scars  which  he  had 
received,  he  said,  "  And  will  not  these,  good  doctor,  and  the 
severe  pain  I  have  endured  in  their  cure,  in  some  sort  lessen  the 
heniousness  of  the  crimes  that  I  have  committed."  "  No^fy  said 
the  docfor,  "what  evils  have  fallen  upon  you  in  such  expeditions, 
you  have  drawn  upon  yourself,  and  you  are  not  to  imagine  thai 
that  these  will,  in  any  degree,  make  amends  for  the  multitude  of 
your  offences.  You  had  much  better  clear  your  conscience  by 
a  full  and  iugenuous  confession  of  your  crimes,  and  prepare  in  ear. 
nest  for  another  world,  since  I  dare  assure  you,  that  there  is  no 
hope  of  your  being  permitted  to  remain  in  this  any  longer." 

When  his  hopes  of  a  reprieve  had  vanished,  his  natural  courage 
failed,  and  he  experienced  all  the  terrors  of  an  awakened  con. 
science,  and  the  dreadful  forebodings  of  coming  misery.  It  was 
reported  that  he  was  concerned  in  the  murder  of  one  FIull,  but 
that  he  denied  to  the  very  last  moment.  And  to  the  Ordinary, 
a  few  moments  before  his  death,  pointing  to  the  rope  about  his 
neck,  he  said,  *•  As  you  see  this  instrument  of  death  about  me, 
what  I  say  is  the  real  truth."     He  died  seemingly  penitent. 

Robert  Cane  was  naturally  of  an  active  rambling  turn  of 
mind,  and  though  his  parents  bound  him  apprentice  to  two  different 
trades,  he  would  settle  at  neither.  He  at  last  went  to  sea,  and  the 
ship  in  which  he  sailed  having  captured  a  Spanish  vessel  of  pro. 
digious  value,  he  received  a  very  large  sum  as  his  share  of  the 
prize  money,  which,  however,  did  not  serve  his  extravagancies 
long.    He  soon  emptied  his  pockets,  and  then  had  recourse  to 
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nalawful  means  to  replenish  them*  Not  long  after  this,  Robert 
became  enamoured  of  a  virtuous  young  woman,  who  was  a  stran- 
ger to  his  character  and  crimes.  She  was  soon  prevailed  upon 
to  consent  to  marry  him,  but  he  pretended  that  it  behoved  to  be 
done  privately,  not  to  offend  his  relations.  Not  having  nioney 
sufficient  to  procure  a  license,  <  he  one  evening  went  with  the  de- 
termination to  procure  some.  Accordingly,  he  attacked  a  man  in 
the  streets  a  little  the  worse  of  liquor,  and  stripped  him  of  his  hat 
and  coat.  The  hue  antLjcry  was  immediately  raised,  Cane  was 
apprehended,  and,  instead  of  raising  .inpney  to  be  married,  he  pro* 
cured  his  death  in  an  ignominious  manner. 

While  he  lay  in  Newgate,  the  miserable  young  woman  con- 
stantly visited  him,  and  bewailed  his  situation  *  and  even  her  mo- 
ther became  sick,  and  was  confined  to  bed  on  account  of  the  wret- 
ched situation  of  her  intended  son-in-law.  When  die  day  that 
was  to  terminate  his  crimes  and  his  sufferings  approached,  h*  bit- 
terly bemoaned  his  vicious  courses,  and  the  sorrow  Which  they 
had  occasioned  to  his  intended  wife,  and  her  poor  mother.  He  read 
a  paper  at  the  place  of  execution,  containing  a  confession  of  his 
crimes,  a  vindication  of  the  character  of  his  bride,  and  a  pro. 
fession  of  his  faith,  and  of  universal  good  will  to  all  mankind. 
He  died  in  the  twenty  second  year  of  his  age* 

Richard  Shepherd  was  born  of  respectable  parents  in  the 
city  of  Oxford,  and  received  an  education  suitable  to  their  cir- 
cumstances, but  he  so  totally  forgot  what  he  bad  been  taught,  that 
he  knew  neither  the  Lord's  Prqytr  nor  the  Creedy  at  the  time 
when  he  had  most  need  of  them.  He  was  trailed  to  the  profes- 
sion of  a  butcher,  and  becoming  attached  to  an  industrious,  sober, 
young  woman,  he  was  married  before  his  apprenticeship  was  finish- 
ed. But  though  his  marriage  was  kept  secret  for  sometime, 
yet  it  was  at  length  discovered  by  his  master,  who  lessened  his 
weekly  wages,  an£  constrained  him  to  grant  a  bond  for  twenty 
fight  pounds,  which  proved  his  ruin..  Unable  to  support  himself 
and  his  wife,  while  he  had  so  considerable  a  sum  to  accumulate  for 
his  master,  Shepherd  was.  easily  persuaded  by  vicious  companions, 
to  hazard  both  his  conscience  and  his  life,  to  procure  what  has 
been  justly  termed  the  "  root  of  all  evil."  They  began  by  bouse, 
breaking,  but  in  his  new  occupation  he  was  so  unfortunate,  that 
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in  his  second  or  *hird  attempt  he  was  apprehended,  and  being 
tried,  was  condemned  ;  but  his  friends,  on  account  of  his  youth, 
and  in  the  hope  of  his  amendment,  procured  his  pardon. 

But  in  his,  as  in  almost  every  similar  case,  clemency  wrought  on 
reformation  in  his  morals ;  he  returned  to  his  former  employment, 
and,  being  detected,' saved  his  life  by  turning  evidence  agairtst 
others.  No  unhappy  criminal  had  ever  more  indulgence  than 
Shepherd,  or  more  warnings  of  his  miserable  fate*  t  But,  under  the 
influence  of  confirmed  vice,  what  are  advices !  what  are  terrors !-— . 
and  what  even  the  sight  of  death  itself?  He  had  scarcely  procured 
his  liberty,  when  he  returned  to  his  former  ways, — was  detected, 
and  suffered  the  due  demerit  of  his  crimes. 

Thomas  Charnock  had  a  short  journey  to  Tyburn.  He  was 
soberly  and  religiously  educated,  and,  when  arrived  at  maturity, 
placed  in  a  respectable  mercantile  house  ;  but,  desirous  to  make  a 
figure  above  his  station,  he  robbed  his'  master,  and  soon  cut  a 
very  miserable  figure  at  Tyburn.  The  very  narration,  and  still 
more  the  sight, -of  so  many  young  men,  in  the  bloom  and  vigour  of 
their  lives,  suffering  an  untimely  death,  is  peculiarly  painful  to 
human  feelings. 


JOHN  HAWKINS  and  GEOKGE  SYMPSOJ*. 

The  first  of  these  robbers  was  born  of  poor  parents,  and  at  four- 
teen was  introduced  into  the  service  of  a  gentleman.     Having 
remained  with  hira  only  a  short  time,   he  went  to  Red  Lion  Inn, 
where  he  served  as  tapster's  boy.     His  unsettled  disposition  did 
not  permit  him  to  tarry  long  in  that  station,  and  he  again  became 
a  gentleman's  servant.     In  that  character,   he  so  conducted  him. 
self,  that  he  at  last  became  butler  to  Sir  Dennis  Dulry.     In  this 
station,  however,   he  did  not  long  remain;  for  frequenting  the 
gaming. table,  and  sometimes  continuing  absent  a  u\ght  or  two  m 
the  week,  the  business  of  the  house  was  so  much  neglected,  that 
he  was  discharged,  under  strong  suspicions  that  he  had  assisted  in 
robbing  the  iouse  of  plate  to  a  considerable  value. 
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-  Being  deprived  of  employment,  he  joined  his  brother,  a  captain 
of  a  vessel  trading  between  France,  Flanders,  and  England,  for 
wines  and  brandies.'  He  was  well  pleased  with  this  way  of  living, 
bat,  desirous  of  becoming  rich  all  at  once,  he  entered  into  the 
South  Sea  Scheme.  But  although  better  known  seas' were  more, 
productive  to  him, — the  elevated  conceptions  which  he  had  formed, 
rendered  him  unqualified  for  the  industrious  and  slow  business  of 
a  coasting. trader. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  entered  upon  an  expedition  to 
Hounsjow-heath,  and  lightened  the  passengers  of  a  stage-coach, 
of  the  burden  of  eleven  founds.  He  returned  to  an  inn,,  and  soon . 
wasted  all  he  had  acquired.  In  this  manner  he  for  sometime  acted 
a  solitary  part,  and  regularly  squandered  in  the  inn  what  he  gain- 
ed with  so  great  hazard  upon  the  highway.  But  finding'  that  he 
could  not  undertake  great  adventures  without  assistance,  he  united 
his  exertions  to  those  of  Egley,  Cotnmerfard,  Reeves,  and  Leo- 
nard With  these  he  committed  several  robberies,  and  though 
he  acquired  considerable  booty,  yet  it  was  of  small  importance, 
because  the  cup  or  the  gaming  table  soon  consumed  all,  and  cod* 
tinually  cried,  "  It  is  not  enough  !" 

This  daring  and  successful  band  continued  during  two  years, 
but  Leonard  having  engaged  in  the  Preston  Rebellion,  he  was 
made  a  state -prisoner ;  and  Hawkins  with  one  Woldridge,  at- 
tempting to  rescue  him  from  the  hands  of  the  messengers,  were 
both  apprehended*  In  a  few  days,  three  of  his  accomplices  were 
seized  and  condemned  to  the  gallows,  and  the  other  was  tran. 
sported;  but  Hawkins  and  Woldridge  were  discharged. 

In  these  circumstances,  Hawkins  united  with  other  gentlemen 
of  the  road.  One  Pocock  was  apprehended,  and  informed  upon 
the  rest,  and  he  who  had  the  spoil  went  off  for  Holland  anjl  thus 
poor  Hawkins  was  left  without  a  penny.  He  lurked  about,  and 
meeting  with  one  Wilson,  was  so  foolish  as  to  give  him  informa- 
tion concerning  all  his  adventures.  In  a  short  time  Wilson  was 
induced  to  join  in  the  honourable  employment,  and  robbed 
a  gentleman  of  three  pounds,  a  snuff-box,  and  a  pocket-book. 
They  soon  became  so  active,  and  so  industrious,  that  almost  every 
week  they  committed  several  robberies. 

In  a  short  time  William  Hawkins,  John's  brother,  who  bad 
joined  them,  and  one  Wright,  were  both  made  prisoners.  WrigHt 
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was  bom  of  honest  parents, — bred  a  barber, — was, a  man  of  the 
best  temper,  and  the  most  honourable  to  his  companions  of  all  the 
highwaymen  on  record.     He  might  have  saved  his  own  life,  by 
im peaching  his  companions ; — but,  from  compassion  for  the  wife 
and  children  of  Hawkins,  he  generously  chose  to  suffer  alone. 
Hawkins  was  discharged,  and  poor  Wright  detained  in  prison, 
and  the  two  brothers  went  off  to  Holland  with  all  the  Spoil  of  the 
company.     After  their  return  to  London,  they  again  united  with  , 
Wilson,  and   renewed   their  contributions  upon   the   highway. 
About  this  period   Wilson  was  i eft  a  small   property,   that  he 
sold  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  which  were  soon  squan-  . 
dered  in  gaming  and  dissipation.     Having  again  returned  to  the  , 
road,  he  was  unsuccessful,  and  resolving  to  retire  to  industry. and 
honesty,  he  followed  business  wtth  considerable  success.    But  one 
day  being  sent  for  to  a  public  house,  to  his  astonishment  he  was 
saluted  by  Hawkins  and  George  Sympson,  a  new  companion,, 
who  informed  him  that  his  brother  William  had  impeached  them, 
all,  and   that  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  .consult  his  own 
safety  as  well  as  themselves.     Wilson  was  startled  at  this  intellU, 
gerice,  and  having  provided  horses,  they  all  hastened  to  London. 
Upon  their  arrival  there,  he  found  that  he  had  been  deceived,,  and 
that  Hawkins'  brother  was  not  in  custody. 

Hawkins  bad  not  pursued  his  course  long,  when  he  was  detect, 
ed,  and  informed  against  every  person.  In  this  inanner  the  ge? 
nerosity  of  Wright  was  basely  requitted,  as  he  saved  the  life  of 
Hawkins  at  the  expense  of  his  own. 

After  several  lesser  adventures  they  agreed  to  rob  the  Bristol 
mail,  when  Wilson  turned  evidence  against  Hawkins  and  Symp* 
son,  who  were  both  tried,  executed,  and  hung  in  chains,  upon 
JIounslQw-heiUh. 


WILL  OGDEN  an*  TOM  REYNOLDS. 

The  first  of  these  was  a  waterman,  and  born  in  Soutnwark. 
The  second  was  a  dung.barge.man,  and  born  in  Barnaby- Street. 
Entering  into  company,   they  robbed  shops  and  ships,  during  the 
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space  of  two  years,  with  considerable  success.  They  ascended 
into  the  second  degree  of  robbery,  and  broke  several  houses  in 
South  wark.  But  haying  associated  with  another,  they  broke  into 
a  watchmaker's  shop,  and  extracted  twenty-six  watches ;  and  the 
stranger  becoming  evidence,  our  two  trusty  friends  were  lodged 
in  Newgate,  tried,  and  condemned,  but  received  a  pardon,  iu 
consequence  of  which,  they  were  again  let  loose  upon  the  commu- 
nity. .  Ogden  one  evening  met  a  parson  walking  home  under  the 
light  of  the  moon,  and  approached  him  in  the  character  of  a  sea. 
man  in  great  poverty  and  distress.  His  dismal  narrative  excited 
the  compassion  of  the  parson,  who  gave  him  a  sixpence.  The 
parson  had  not  proceeded  far,  when.  Ogden  met  him  again,  and 
renewed  his  request.  The  parson  said,  "  You  are  the  most  im- 
pudent beggar  that  ever  I  met  with."  Ogden  told  him  that  he 
was  in  very  great  want,  and  that  the  sixpence  he  had  received 
would  not  supply  hrs  necessities.  He  then  gave  him  half-a-crown. 
Ogden  said,  u  these  are  very  sad  times,  for  there's  horrid  robbing 
abroad  ;  therefore,  if  you' have  any  more  money  about  yon,  you 
may  as  well  let  me  have  it  as  another,  who  perhaps-  may  .abase 
you,  and,  binding  you  hand  and  foot,  make  you  lie  in  the  cold  all 
night ;  but  if  you'll  give  me  your  money,  I'll  take  care  of  you, 
and  conduct  you  very  safe  home." 

The  parson  made  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  gave  him  all  his 
money,  which  was  about  forty  shillings.  Ogden  then  said,  u  I 
aee  you  have  a  watch,  Sir,  you  may  as  well  let  me  have  that,  too.*' 
The  parson  complied,  and  as  they  were  plodding  along,  two  or 
three  fellows  came  out  upon  them,  to  whom  Ogden  crying,  "  the 
moon  shines  bright,1*  they  let  them  proceed.  They  had  only 
gone  a  short  way,  when  the  same  scene  was  repeated,  but  at  last 
the  parson  was  brought  safely  to  his  own  door.  He  requested  his 
guide  to  go  in,  assuring  him  that  he  should  receive  no  injury ;  but 
he  declined  his  offer.  The  good  parson  then  brought  a. bottle  of 
wine,  and  drinking  to  Ogden,  gave  him  the  bottle  and  the  glass 
to  help  himself,  upon  which  he  run  otfwith  both. 

Upon  another  day,  meeting  Beau  M£dUcote,  he  was  command- 
ed to  stand  and  deliver.  The  beau  pretended  to  make  some  re- 
sistance with  his  sword,  but  pistols  being- produced,  he  was  con- 
strained to  yield,     There  were  ovAy  two  haif  crowns  found  in  his 
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pocket,  and  one  of  them  was  brass.     Upon  this  he  received  a 
complete  caneing  for  daring  to  carry  adulterated  money.   ■ 

Sometime  after  this,  Ogden  and  Reynolds,  in  company  with 
one  Bradsham,  the  grandson  of  Sergeant  Bradshaxo^  who  con- 
demned Ring  Charles  the  First  to  death,  were  watching  in  £  wood 
for  some  booty.  A  poor  servant. girl  was  returning^  home  from 
her  service,  with  a  box  upon  her  head.  Bradshaw  was  deemed  a 
Sufficient  match  for  her  ;  accordingly  he  alone  rushed  but  of  the 
wood,  and  seized  her  box,  in  which  iVere  her  clothes,  and  fifteen 
shillings,,  being  all  her  wages  for  three  month's  service.  When 
Ike  had  broken  up  her  box,  and  was  rifling  it,  there  happening  to 
be  a  hammer  in  it,  she  suddenly  seized  the  hammer,  and  gave  him 
a  blow  upon  the  temples,  which  was  followed  by  another  equally 
well  directed,  with  the  claw  of  the  hammer  into  his  windpipe,  on 
which  the  villain  instantly  expired". 

In  a  short  time  a  gentleman  came  up,  to  whom  she  related  the 
whole  adrenture  ;  he  went  up  to  the  deceased,  and  found  in  his 
pockets  eighty  guineas,  with  a  whistle.  Perceiving  its  use,  he  im- 
mediately whistjed,  when  Ogden  and  Reynolds  in  a  moment  rushed 
from  the  wood  ;  but  discovering  that  it  was  a  wrong  person-  who* 
gave  the  signal,  they  with  equal  speed  run  back.  The  gentleman 
carried  the  girl  before  a  magistrate,  became  bail  for  her  appear- 
ance,— and  being  tried,  she  was  acquitted. 

At  another  time,  these  two  men  met  a  tallyman,  well  known 
for  his  commerce  of  two  kinds  with  the  hawkers  in  St  Giles-in-th© 
fieids.     They  employed  the  common  phrase,   u  Stand  and  de~ 
liver  !"  In  a  piteous  tone  he  entreated  them  to  spare  a  poor  man 
who  was  at  great  pains  to  acquire  his  daily  bread.     In  a  violent 
passion  Ogden  exclaimed,  u  Thou  spawn  of  hell!   have  pity  on 
thee  !  No,  sirrah  !  I  know  thee  too  well,  and  I  would  almost  as 
floon  be  kind  to  a  bailiff  or  an  informing  constable.     A  tallyman  , 
and  a  rogue  are  terms  of  similar  import.     Every  Friday  you  set 
up  a  tenter  in  the  Marshalsea.  Court,  upon  which  you  rack  and 
stretch  poor  prisoners,  like  English  broad  cloth,  beyond  the  staple 
of  the  wool,  till  the  threads  crack,  which  causes  them  with  the 
Jeast  wet  to  shrink,  and  presently  wear  thread. bare.  .  I  say  that 
you  and  all  your  calling  are  worse  rogues  than  ever  were  hanged 
at  Tyburn."     After  this  eloquent  harangue,  he  took  whatever 
he. found  upon' him,  stripped  him  .naked,  bound  him  hand  and 
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foot,  and  left  him  under  a  hedge,  to  ruminate  on  bis  former 
villanies. 

These  rogues  were  great  cronies  of  Thomas  Jones  and  John 
Richardson,  the  one  butler,  the  other  footman,  to  a  gentleman 
Ijving  at  Ettham,  These  fellqws  having  one  day  robbed  a  gen. 
tjeman  on  Black  heath,  -left  him  bound  by  the  road  side.  Their 
master  coming  past  a  few  hours  after,  relieved  the  unfortunate 
man,  took  him  to  his  own  house,  and  gave  him  a  glass  of  wine  to 
recruit  his  spirits.  The  butler  no  sooner  appeared,  than  the  gen, 
tjeman  knew  him,  and  instantly  charged  him  with  the  robbery* 
His  master  was  astonished,  and  could  scarcely  credit  the  report ; 
but  the  other  describing  the  horse  upon  which  he  rode,  aqd  the  per- 
son who  was  along  with  him,  he  found  that  it  was  one  of  his  foot* 
men.  They  were  both  examined,  and  acknowledging  the  fact, 
were  committed,  tried,  and  both  suffered  the  punishment  due  to 

their  crime. 

« 

Ogden  and  Reynolds  continued  their  depredations  until  justice 
at  length  overtook  them,  and  at  Kingston-upon-Thames  they 
were  sentenced.  They  were  unsuccessful  in  attempting  to  break 
out  of  the  Stock. house  ;  and  such  was  the  indifference  of  Ogden, 
that,  when  he  was  going  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  threw  * 
handful  of  money  among  the  crowd,  saying,  "  Gentlemen,  here 
js  poor  Will's  farewell," 


ZACHARY    C^ARE. 

Tins  man  was  born  at  Hackney,  his  father  was  a  baker,  and 
lie  was  taught  the  same  business.  It  was  his  fortune  to  become 
acquainted  with  Ned  Bonnet,  who  taught  him  another  occupa* 
tion,  and  he  soon  became  such  a  proficient  in  appalling  the  hearts, 
and  emptying  the  purses  of  travellers,  that  Ned  and  he  became 
so  great  a  terror,  that  the  country  people  would  not  venture  out 
unless  six  or  ten  of  them  were  in  company.'  It  happened,  however, 
that  Clare  one  day  ventured  to  act  alone,  but  as  he  had  given  no 
apprentice-fee  to  Bonnet  for  teaching  him  his  business,  he  reward* 
ed  bim  by  saving  his  own  neck  at  the  expense  of  that  of  Ned's. 

fJ'jie  untimely  fate  of  his  master  had  no  salutary  effect  upon, 
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Glares  who,  abandoning  his  father's  house,  resolved  to  live  by 
plunder.  He  was  however  so  much  alarmed  by  his  late  disaster, 
that  he  resolved  to  act  by  stratagem  ;  accordingly,  one  afternoon 
riding  over  Bagshot.heath,  he  blew  his  horn  as  if  he  had  been  a 
postman  ;  upon  which  three  or  four  geritlemen  came  up  to  him, 
and  offered  him  a  reward  to  conduct  them  to  a  certain  place. 
When  they  were  about  the  middle  of  the  heath,  where  was  a  soli- 
tary house,  he  requested  the  gentlemen  to  favour  him  with  & 
draught  of  something,  as  he  was  very  thirsty.  They  agreed,  and 
upon  their  approach,  two  of  his  associates  attacked  them  with 
such  fury,  that  they  made  the  travellers  pay  L.  230  to  their  post- 
man for  conductingithem  into  the  robbers'  clutches. 

In  a  short  time  the  extravagance  of  our  adventurer  reduced 
him  to  the  necessity  bf  selling  even  his  horse  and  his  instruments' 
of  depredation ;  he  therefore  disguised  himself  as  a  porter,  and 
went  in  quest  of  employment.  One  evening  in  Lombard. street, 
he  fortunately  passed  by  while  a  gentleman  was  sealing  up  two 
togs  of  money  of  a  hiindred  pounds  each,  and  he  throwing  him* 
self  in  the  way9  was  employed  to  carry  them  along  with  the  gen. 
tleman  to  Red.  Lyon  Square.  But  Clare  took  the  first  corner 
Jie  could  find  to  run  off  with  the  bags,  and  left  the  owner  to  run 
from  street  to  street,  crying  and  hallowing  like  one  distracted  * 
<c  Did  you  see  the  man  that's  run  away  with  my  two  hundred 
pounds  ?"  But  Clare  made  all  haste  to  a  place  of  safety,  where  he 
might  deposit  his  burden. 

With  the  profits  of  his  porterage,  he  was  by  one  of  his  compa- 
nions soon  provided  of  a  good  horse,   a  pair  of  pistols,  and  every 
thing  necessary  for  a  gen  tleman.  thief ; — took  a  final   leave  of 
London,  and  with  a  few  accomplices  directed  his  course  towards 
the  west  of  England,  where  they  robbed  the  Welsh  drovers,  the 
'Stage. Coaches,  waggons,  and  every  person  that  came  within  their 
power.     Having  continued  there  uut\\  that  part  of  the  country 
became  too  hot  for  them,  they  retired  to  Warwickshire,  and  con- 
tinued  their  business,  until  attacking  Sir  H.  Jennisori  and  his 
.  lady,  who  ha'd  about  a  thousand  and  one  hundred  pounds  with  them, 
the  knight,  unwilling  to  lose  so  much  money,  gave  battie  to  {he 
thieves :   Clare's  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  he  bimse\f  was 
.  wounded  in  the  leg.    Upon  this  bis  companion  fled,  and  Clare  was 
taken.     The  knight  then  mounted  his  footman's  hoTse,  and  put- 

o  o  3 


478  LIVES     Of    PinATEf,    HIGHWATME.y,     Sec. 

suing  the  flying  robber, — seized  him,  then  tying  them  behind  each 
other,  with  their  feet  bound  below  the  belly  of  the  horse,  brought 
them  in  that  situation  to  Warwick,  where  they  were  examined 
before  a  magistrate,  and  committed  to  jail. 

While  in  confinement,  they  endeavoured,  without  success,  to 
escape,  and  were  then  loaded  with  heavier  irons,  and  chained  to 
the  floor.  They  were  tried  upon  ten  indictments,  and  the  jury 
found  them  guilty  upon  them  all.  Before  receiving  sentence,  the 
judge  asked  them  what  they  had  to  say  in  their  own  vindication  : 
James  Lawrence,  the  other  criminal,  said  "  he  had  always  been 
an  unfortunate  villain  ;  however,, if  his  Lordship  would  be  bat 
banged  for  him,  for  only  one  half  hour  or  so,  it  should  be  the  last 
favour  that  he  should  ever  ask  of  his  Lordship  !"  Clare  being  ask- 
ed  what  he  had  to  say,  replied  :  "  My  Lord,  I  have  hanged  one 
man  already,  by  swearing ;  and  to  save  me  once  more,  if  your 
Lordship  pleases,  I'll  swear  right  or  wrong  against  the  whole  jury  I 
to  hang  them  too  ;  for  I  vow  they  have  done  me  the  greatest  dis- 
kindness  that  ever  any  man  did  me  in  my  life." 

Remitted  back  to  the  jail,  they  continued  to  drink,  curse,  and 
revel,  in  order  to  banish  every  serious  reflection  ;  and  so  obdurate 
were  they,  that  when  a  clergyman  came  to  converse  with  them, 
they  insulted  and  reproached  him  ;  nor  did  they  manifest  the  smaL 
lest  signs  of  repentance  or  amendment. 


TOM   DORBEL. 

in  robber  was  bred  a  glover;  but  before  be  had  served  one 
if  his  time,  he  run  off  from  his  master,  and,  coming  to  Lon- 

soon  became  acquainted  with  men  of  dispositions  similar  to 
wn.  About  the  age  of  seventeen,  Tom  .ventured  to  appear 
i  the  highway,  but  he  was  nearly  outwitted  in  his* first  attempt, 
eeting  a  Welshman,  he  demanded  Taffy's  money,  or  he 
d  take  his  life.  The  Welshman  said,  "  Hur  has  no  money 
ur  own,  but  has  threescore  pounds  of  hur  master's  money; 

Cot's"  blood  |  hur  must  not  give  hur  master'*  money,— what 


toil  noitftst;  479 

would  hur  master  then  say  for  hur  doing  so*'*    Tom  replied, 

ct  You  must  not  put  me  off  with  your  cant ;  for  money  I  want,  and 

jinoney  I  will  have,   let  it  be  whose  it  will,  or  expect  to  be  shot 

through  the  head.'5     The  Welshman  then  delivered  the  money, 

saying,  "  Wljat  hur  gives  you  is  none  of  hur  own  ;  and  that  hur 

master  may  not  think  bur  has  spent  hur  money,  hur  requests  you 

to  be  so  kind  as  to  shoot  some  holes  through  hur  coat  Jappets,  that 

jjur  master  may  see  hur  was  robbed."    Sp  suspending  his  coat  upon 

a  tree,  Tom  fired  his  pistol  through  it.    Taffy  exclaimed  :  "  Gots 

splatter  a.nails !  this  is  a  pretty  pounce,   pray  give  hur  another 

pounce  for  hur  money  !"  Tom  fired  another  shot  through  his  coat* 

"  By  St.  Davy,  this  is  a  better  pounce  than  the  other  !   pray  give 

,hur  one  pounce  more !"  Quoth  Tom,    u   I  have  never  another 

pounce  left.1*.    "  Why,  then,*5   replied  the  Welshman,  "  Hut 

has  one  pounce  left  for  hur,  and  if  hur  will  not  give  hur  hur  mo. 

ney  again,  hur  will  p  »unce  hur  through  hur  body."     He  quietly 

returned  the  money,  and  was  thankful  he  was  allowed  to  depart* 

But  this  narrow  escape  did  not  deter  Dorbel,  and  he  continued 
his  villanies  about  the*  space  of  five  years*  It  happened,  how- 
,  .ever,  that  a  gentleman's  son  was. taken  for  robbing  on  the  highway, 
and  as  he  was  formerly  pardoned,  he  now  despaired  of  obtaining 
mercy  a  secpnd  time.  Tom  undertook,  for  the  sum  of,  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  bring  him  off*  The  one. half  was  paid  in  hand, 
And  the  other  half  was  to  be  paid  when  the  deliverance  was  ef- 
fected. When  the  young  gentleman  came  upon  his  trial,  he  was 
found  guilty ;  but  when  the  judge  was  about  to  pass  sentence, 
Tom  cried  out,  "  Oh!,  what  a  sad  thing  it  is  to  shed  innocent 
blood!  Oh!  what  a  sa.il  thing  it  is  to  shed  innocent  blood!'* 
And  continuing  to  reiterate  the  expression,  he  was  apprehended, 
and  the  judge  interrogating  him  what  he  meant  by  such  an  ex- 
pression, he  said,  "  May  it-  please  your  Lordship,  it  is  a  very 
hard  thing  for  a  man  to  die  wrongfully ;  but  one  may  see  how 
hardrmouthed  some  people  are,  by  the  witnesses  swearing  that 
.this  gentleman  here. at  the  bar.now,  robbed  them  on  the  highway 
at  such  a  t>.ie,  when  indeed,  my  Lord,  I  was  the  person  that  com- 
mitted that  robbery.11 

Accordingly,  Tom  was  taken  into  custody,  and  the  young  gen- 
tleman liberated.  He  was  brought  to  trial  at  the  following  as- 
.sizes  i  andbeintf  asked,  Whether  he  was  guilty  or  not?  He  plead* 

«o"4 
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€d,  Not  guilty!  "  Not  guilty  !"  replied  the  Judge,  "  why,  did 
not  you  at  h^t  assizes,  when  I  was  here,  own  yourself  guilty  of 
*uch  a  robbery  !"  Quoth  Tom,  "  I  don't  know  how  far  I  was 
guilty  then,  but,  upon  my  word,  I  am  not  guilty  now  ;  therefore, 
if  any  person  can  accuse  me  of  committing  such  a  robbery,  1  de- 
sire they  may  to  prove  the  same."  No.  witnesses  appearing,  he 
was  acquitted 

Tom  living  at  such  an  extravagant  rate  in  the  prison,  had  scarce- 
ly any  part  of  the  five  hundred  pounds  remaining,  when  he  obtain, 
ed  his  liberty ;   therefore,  endeavouring  to  recruit  his  funds  by 

•  robbing  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  near  Salisbu? y ,  his  horse  was  shot, 
and  he  taken,  and  condemned  at  the  next  assizes.  While  under 
sentence,  he  found  a  lawyer  who  engaged,  for  the  sum  of  fifty 
guineas,  to  obtain  his  pardon.  He  accordingly  rode  to  London, 
was  successful,  and  just  arrived  in  time  with  the  pardon,  when 
Dorbel  was  about  to  be  thrown  off, — having  rode  so  hard,  that  his 
horse  immediately  dropped  down  dead.  Such,  however,  was  .Tom's 
ingratitude,  that  he  refused  to  pay  the  lawyer,  alleging,  that  any 

'  obligation  given  by  a  man  under  sentence  of  death,  was  not  valid. 
Dorbel  was  so  much  alarmed  upon  his  narrow  escape  from  a 
violent  death,  that  he  resolved  to  abandon  the  collecting  trade, 
and  served  in  several  families  in  the  station  of  a  footman.  He  al- 
so served  six  or  seven  years  with  a  lady  in  Ormond  street,  who  had 
a  brother  a  merchant  in  Bristol,  who  having  an  only  daughter,  16 

'  years  of  age,  she  prevailed  upon  her  father  to  allow  her  to  come 

*  to  London  to  perfect  her  education.  Dorbel  being  a  person  in 
whom  her  aunt  thought  she  could  place  unlimited  confidence,— he 
was  sent  to  convey  the  young  lady  to  London,  in  the  last  stage 
he  was  left  alone  with  her,  when  the  miscreant  first  shockingly 
abused  her  person, — then  robbed  her  of  her  gold  watch,  diamond 
ring,  jewels  to  the  amount  of  an  hundred  pounds, — .and  cutting  a 
hole  in  the  back  of  the  coach,  escaped,  leaving  the  young  lady  in 
a  swoon.  It  was  with  difficulty  she  recovered,  to  inform  her  rela- 
tions how  she  had  been  treated.  Her  mother  hastened  to  town  to 
see  her,  and,  after  speakirfga  few  words  to-  her,  the  poof  girl  breath- 
ed her  last.     The  disconsolate  father  soon  after  lost  his  senses. 

Dorbel  was  pursued  in  different  directions,  and  apprehended 
just  after  he  had  robbed  a  gentleman  of  three  pounds  five  shillings. 
He  was  tried,  and  condemned  to  be  executed  and  hang  in  chains. 
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JACK  COLLINS,  KIT  MOOR,   &  DANIEL  HUGHES. 

Jack  Collins  was  born  of  poor  parents,  and  having  served  se- 
veral gentlemen,  was  at  last  coachman  to  Colonel  Kendal ;  and 
being  sent  to  sell  two  horses^  he  decamped  with  the  money.  He 
was  detected,  and  sent  as  a  soldier  into  Flanders,  from  whence  he 
soon  returned  to  London  ;  and  having  need  of  a  surgeon,  he  would 
give  bim  no  greater  fee  than  a  groat  !  The  son  of  Galen  spurned 
at  the  offer,  but  afterwards  thought  proper  to  accept  of  it.  Col. 
lins  went  after  him,  and  robbed  him  of  his  watch  and  all  his  money* 

He  was  chiefly  employed  in  house-breaking  for  some  years,  then 
a  second  time  enlisted  in  Colonel  Wing's  regiment ;  and  though 
he  attained  the  rank  of  a  Serjeant,  he  was  not  content  with  his 
pay,  but  frequently  went  upon  the  highway.  '  He  a  second  time 
deserted  his  colours,  and  commenced  house-breaker.  He  was  at 
last  indicted  for  breaking  into  the  house  of  John  Hallow  ay,  and 
Stealing  from  thence  two  exchequer  bills  of  a  hundred  pounds 
each  one  hundred  and  thirty  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  in  money, 
and  one  hundred  and  ninety. four  pounds  in  gold.  A  woman  who 
shared  these  large  spoils  with  him,  and  a  lady,  were  the  two  evi- 
dences against  him.  There  was  also  another  indictment  served 
upon  htm  for  robbing  on  the  highway,  which  was  likewise  proved, 
and  he  suffered  the  punishment  of  his  crimes  at  Tyburn,  along 
with  the  two  following  malefactors. 

Kit  Moor  was  bred  up  as  a  tapster  iiTone  of  the  low  inns  in 
London,  and  soon  began  to  break  houses.     He  associated  with 
Daniel  Hughes,  and  though  both  young,  they  were  bold  and  ac- 
tive to  that  degree,  that  they  Were  said  to  have  committed  above 
fifty  robberies  in  London  and  the  adjacent  places.     After  their 
sentence,  they  remained  obdurate  in  the  extreme,  and  would  make 
no  discovery  to  lead  to  the  recovery  of  any  part  of  the  property 
which  they  had  taken.     Though  both  their  ages  did  not   make  up 
thirty  .six  years,  they  were  veterans  in  every  species  of  wickedness 
and  villany.     When  tied  in  the  cart*  they  both  threw  their  shoes 
among  the  spectators,  repeating  the  common  saying  :  u  Our  pa. 
rents  often  said  we  should  die  on  a  fish.day,  and  with-  our  shoes 
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on  ;  but  though  the  former  part  of  their  prediction  is  true,  yet  W€> 
will  make  them  all  liars  in  the  latter  part  of  it. 


JOHN  PRICE. 


The  depravity  of  human  nature  was  permitted  to  exert  its  full 
force  upon  the  dispositions  of  John  Price.  The  indigence  and 
profligacy  of  his  parents  were  such,  that  he  received  no  educa. 
tion,  and  he  was  sent  into  the  world  to  shift  for  himself,  at  the  age 
©f seven.  Before  this  period,  he  was  a  proficient  both  in  cursing 
and  lying.  It  is  rather  a  singular  fact,  that  his  habitual  lying 
was  once  the  mean  of  saving  his  life. 

About  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  serving  a  gentleman  in  the 
country,  who  turned  him  off  merely  for  his  notorious  falsehoods.. 
In  going  to  London  he  robbed  a  woman  of  'eighteen  shillings, 
was  apprehended  in  the  act,  and  tried  before  his  late  master,  who 
took  pity  upon  his  situation,  and  saved , his  life*  Informed  of 
this,  the  judges,  at  the  next  assizes,  blamed  the  gentleman's  con- 
duct for  allowing  the  man  to  escape  who  had  pleaded  guilty.  The 
Sheriff  said,  "  He  acknowledged  that  such  a  man  had  been  caiy 
""  demned  at  the  last  assizes ;  but  then  he  knew  the  fellow  to  be 
*uch  an  unaccountable  liar,  that  there  was  no  believing  one  word 
he  said  ;  so  his  pleading  guiltg  to  vfh^t  was  laid  to  his  charge,  was 
in  my  opinion,  an  eminent  sign  he  ought  to.  be  believed  innocent 
pf  the  fact,  and  he  would  not  hang  an  innocent  man  for  the  world.' 
This  reply  made  -the  judges  smile,  and  he  was  dismissed  with; a 
severe  reprimand,  and  cautioned  not1  to  cpme  before  tbem  again. 

Upon  obtaiuing  his  liberty,  he  went  to  London, — associated 
with  a  band  of  robbers,  and  in  a  short  time  was  apprehended  div- 
ing into  another  person's  pocket. instead  of  his  own,  and  for  that 
crime  committed  to  Newgate.  *  He  was  accordingly  sentenced  to 
a  severe  whipping,  then  sent  on  board  a  man-of-war ;  but  after  he 
^received  the  punishment  assigned  to  stealing,  from  the  sailors,  he 
was  discharged  the  ship. 

He  hastened  again  to  London,  joined  another  association  of 
thieves,  and  abandoned  himself  to  all  manner  of  wickedness.   Oo* 


•Teniag  his  gang  divided  themselves  into  three  companies.  The 
Jirrt  met  an  attorney,  near  Hampstead,  whom  they  robbed  of  eidi 
««.ueas  The  unfortunate  lawyer  had  not  gone  far  when  he  wa* 
•ttacked  by  the  second  party,  to  whom  he  related  his  nrisfor. 
.tunes,  and  into  what  cruel  hands  he  had  fallen.  «  Cruel  !»  said 
.one  of  them,  "  How  durst  thou  use  these  terms  ?  And  who  made 
you  so  bold  as  to  talk  to  us  with  your  hat  on  ?  Pray,  .Sir  k* 
pleased  henceforwards  to  learn  more  manners  ?»  They  'then 
snatched  off  his  hat  and  wig  ;  and  took  a  diamond  ring  from  hi 
finger  As  he  was  plodding  his  way  home,  uncertain  which  road 
~as  safest,  the  third  division  came  up  to  him  near  Kentish.town. 
bnngmg  with  them  a  man  that  they  pretended  to  have  stripped 
completely  naked,  and  constrained  the  lawyer  to  clothe  the  naked 
WUh  h.S  own  coat  and  waistcoat ;  then  told  him  he  might  be  thank- 
ftUe  got  off  with  his  life,  which  he  employed  to  sow  division  among* 

In  a  short  time  after  this  Price  and  one  of  his  companions  one 
evening  entered  a  garret,  in  which  there  was  nothing  but  lumber, 

7  1  *f  '?tentl0n  °f  r°bbi0g  the  house  whett  M  *«  sil«»t.     But 
Jr.  the  dark,  M  price  was  lajriog  ^  hand  upon  a  ^^  wMdi  ^ 

had  laid  upon  a  table,  it  weut'off  and  alarmed  the  people  of  the 
fcpuse.  His  comrade  instantly  ran  to  the  window,  where  they  fas. 
Jened  arope  for  their  escape,  and  his  companion  attempting  to 
sUde  down,  the  rope  soon  broke,  tho'  he  was  not  so  much  injured 
*ut  he  got  away.  Price  seeing  hh  extreme  danger  of  being  caught 
removed  the  rope  to  another  window,  and  it  conveyed  him  to  a 
.»*  cony.  He  was  however  scarcely  there,  when  all  the  people  in 
tne  house  were  alarmed,;  on  which  he  leaped  into  a  large  basket 
oi  eggs  which  a-  man  was  carrying  upon  his  head,,  from  Newgate 
market ;  so  that  the  fall  b*i„g  brokeD>  he  was  me  to  ^  hu 
escape  amid  the  cry  of  thieves!     - 

Jack  now-  began  to  be  so  well  kn*rn  about  town,  that  he  found 
.n  necessary  to  KmovfL  to  the  ^^     fle  wag  thfire  mast  indug- 

h-ious  in  stripping,  the  hedges  of  all  the  linen  that  he  found  upon 

them.    rattmg  up  at  an  inn,  the  landlord  soon  understood  from 

his  discourse,  that  he  was  a  servant  tkat  would  suit  him,  therefore 

.  .hired  h.m  as  hiS  tapster<      It  ^  ^  mi3CKajal,a  custom  to  mar- 

de, -travelWs  who  put  up  at  his  house;    but  one  gentleman  being 
warned  by  a  maid  of  his  danger,  he  provided  for  hi,  safety. 
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Among  other  things  the*  maid  informed  him  that  it  was  usual  for 
the  landlord  to  ring  a  bell,  on  which  an  assassin,  pretending  to  be 
a  servant,  entered  the  chamber,  and  snuffed  out  the  candle,  when 
the  other  villains'rushed  in  and  murdered  the  stranger.  The  gen. 
tleman  caused  the  maid  to  place  a  lanthern  with  a  candle  in  it  be- 
low a  stool,  and  he  laid  his  arms  ready,  and  stood  upon  his  guard. 
Scarcely  had  he  sat  himself  down,  when  it  happened  as  the  girl 
had  mentioned  ;  but  the  gentleman  with  the  assistance  of  his  ser- 
vant, killed  two  of  the  villains,  and  put  the  rest  to  flight.  He 
then  seized  the  innkeeper  and  his  wife,  carried  them  before  a  ma. 
gist  rate,  and  they  were  indicted  to  stand  trial  at  the  next  assizes. 
From  the  maid's  deposition,  it  appeared  that  fourteen  strangers  had 
been  murdered  by  them,  and  that  their 'bodies' were  concealed  in  an 
arched  vault  in  the  garden,  to  which  there  was  a  passage  from  the 
cellar.     Both  were  executed,  and  the  innkeeper  hung  in  chains. 

Jack  having  once  more  escaped  death,  he  returned  to  his  pilfer, 
ing  trade,  was  committed  to  Newgate,  and  whipped  for  his  crimes* 
But  Jack  was  now  determined  to  follow  the  example  of  the  great 
ones  of  the  earth,  and  to  better  his  circumstances  by  marriage. 
Accordingly  he  married  one  of  the  name  of  Betty ,  who  gained 
her  livelihood  by  running  errands  to  the  prisoners  of  Newgate. 
Nor  was  Jack,  like  too  many,  disappointed  in  his  matrimonial 
connection  ;  for  he  was  soon  elevated  to  be  hangman  to  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlesex.  In  this  station  he  assumed  great  importance, 
and  held  a  levee  every  day  that  he  did  business  at  Tyburn  ;  but 
though  he  sometimes  run  in  debt,  yet  he  was  always  very  willing 
to  work  in  order  to  pay  his  debt.  But  envy  reached  even  him, 
and  he  lost  his  place  by  means  of  one  that  had  greater  ministerial 
interest. 

But  Jack  could  never  be  destitute,  while  he  .had  hands  and  fin- 
gers to  lay  hold  of  whatever  was  within  his  reach. 

He  at  last  suffered  from  having  assaulted  a  watchman's  wife,  whom 
he  met  in  Buhill. Fields,  and  used  in  such  a  barbarous  manner, 
that  she  died  in  a  few  days  of  her  wounds.  Two  men  suddenly 
came  up  upon  him,  and  being  seized,  he  was  secured  in  Newgate. 
After  his  trial  and  condemnation,  he  remained  impenitent,  and  en. 
deavoured  by  intoxication,  to  stiffle  the  foreboding  of  coming  ven* 
geance* 
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TOM  GARRET,  KIT  BANISTER,  and  JOHN 

WHEELER. 

Thomas  Garret,  was  an  only  son  of  respectable  parents,  liv. 
ing  at  Ipswich  in  Suffolk ;  and  being  bred  an  ironmonger,  began 
trade  with  a  stock  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  soon  married  a 
-wife  with  a  portion  of  eight  hundred.  In  the  space  of  two  years, 
however,  he  by  gaming  and  dissipation  wasted  all  his  means,  and, 
in  order  to  evade  the  importunities  of  his  creditors,  came  up  to 
IiOndon#  Arrived  in  the  capital,  he  was  soon  versant  in  all  the 
ways  of  vice,  and,  to  support  his  extravagances,  he  soon  began  to 
collect  upon  the  high-way.  • 

When  his  father  was  in  formed  of  his  embarassments,  he  came  up 
to  town,  and  again  gave  him  a  thousand  pounds  to  commence  busi- 
ness in  an  honest  way.  But  even  in  this  situation,  he  and  a  pro* 
fligate  mercer  frequented  the  road;  and  took  a  purse  occasionally* 

He  and  his  companion  were  one  evening  at  an  inn  in  Hartford* 
shire,  and  a  gentleman  lodging  there,  gave  the  landlord  his  port- 
manteau to  put  up  for  safety.  Acquainted  with  the  character  of 
Garret  and  his  companions,  the  rascally  inkeeper  gave  them 
the  hint,  and  introducing  the  gentleman  to  them,  that  so  they 
might  learn  from  himself  the  toute  he  intended  to  take,  they  enter- 
tained him,  and  would  not  suffer  him  to  pay  any  thing.  Next  day 
they  breakfasted  with  the  gentleman,  insisted  upon  paying  the 
whole  bill,  and  then  proceeded  on  their  journey.  When  they 
found  a  convenient  place,  they  opened  the  gentleman's  portroan* 
teau,  took  out  of  it  two  hundred  pounds,  and  rode  off. 

Finding  that  he  had  paid  too  dear  for  his  supper  and  breakfast, 
he  alighted  from  his  horse,  took  out  his  penknife,  and  slightly 
bounded  his  horse  in*  the  foot,   so  that  he  halted  ;  he  then  filled 
the  vacancy  of  his  portmanteau  with  stones,  returned  to  the  innt 
and,  informing  the  landlord  that  an  accident  had  happened  to  his 
horse,  it  was  necessary  to  send  immediately  for  a  farrier.     Mean- 
while he  again  gave  his  portmanteau  to  the  landlord  to  preserve^ 
who  finding  that  it  was  not  lessened  in  its  weight,  was  much  cha* 
•grined,  because  he  was  to  have  his  share  of  the  booty.     As  the 
farrier  was  dressing  his  horse,  the  gentleman  requested  the  favour 
4>f  the  landlord  to  drink  $  bottle  vfitfc  him,  an4  the  whole  of  the 
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conversation  turned  upon  the  generous  travellers ;  and  tne  gen* 
tleman  remarked,  that  if  he  knew  where  to  find  them,  he  would 
bring  them  down,  and  spend  ten  guineas  in  treating  them.  From 
this  conversation  the  landlord  was  confirmed  in  his  suptcions,  that 
he  had  not  been  robbed,  therefore,  gave  him  their  names  and  pla- 
ces of  abode*  lie  expressed  his  satisfaction  on  Teceiving  this  in. 
formation,  and  said,  that  "  he  was  resolved  to  see  them  as  soon  as 
he  could."  The  farrier  assured  htm,  he  might  tide  safely  to  Lon- 
don, without  injuring  his.  horse  *,  accordingly  he  set  forward  and 
arrived  in  town  that  evening. 

At  live  next  morning,  he  called  at  Garret's  house,  and  when 
the  servant  answered,  he  told  him,  "  he  must  speak  with  his  mas- 
ter/' The  servant  replied,  ".he  was  not  stirring,  and  be  better* 
ed  be  would  not  until  ten  or  eleven  of  the  clock,  as  being  weary 
and  fatigued  in  coming  off  a  journey  late  tarst  night,"  The  get* 
tleman  Teplied,  u  It  is  upon  such  extraordinary  business  I  want 
to  see  him,  that  I  must,  and  will  speak  with  him  just  now."  The 
servant  then  acquainted  Garret,  that'  "  there  was  a  gentleman  be- 
low Starrs,  who  says,  he  must,  and  will  speak  with  you  presently." 
Conscious  of  guilt,  Garret,  with  tremulous  heart,  put  on  his  night* 
gown,  and  moved  down  stairs.— -Seeing  that  it  was  the  gentlemaa 
he  had  robbed  the  day  before,  he  took  him  into  a  back  joom,  when 
the  gentleman  told  him,  "  That  he  had  borrowed  a  hundred 
pounds  of  him,  which,  if  he  would  not  then  pay,  he  must  expect  to 
feel  the  utmost  severity  of  justice.  The  money  was  instantly  paioV 
lie  then  went  to  the  mercer's  house,  made  the  same  uproar,  and 
received  the  same  sum. 

The  anecdofewas  circulated,  but  the  persons  concealed.  Even 
tnis  narrow  escape  wrought  the  reformation  neither  of  the  one  nor 
the  other.  After  rendering  themselves  notorious  upon  the  high, 
way,  they  turned  to  house-breaking,  and  Garret  was  apprehend- 
ed, and  suffered  for  his  crimes. 

Kit  Banister  was  bred  a  gunsmith,  and  was  a  bailiff  and  a 
pawnbrober.  In  all  these  characters  he  was  a  villain.  Asa 
gunsmith,  he  was  turned  out  of  the  ordinance  for  stealing  the 
royal  stores  :  As  a  bailiff  he  instigated  strife,  and  would  encou- 
rage persons  to  arrest  each  other  for  the  value  of  a  groat ;  and  as 
a  detestable  pawnbroker,  he  would  make  the  poor  pay  fifty  per 
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fient  for  what  they  borrowed,   and  frequently  cheat  them  altoge- 
ther of  Yal uable  articles. 

In  the  gratification  of  kis  base  disposition,  he  was  too  partial  to 
a  servant  who  lived  in  his  own  house  ;  when  she  was  about  to 'be 
arrested,  he  barbarously  murdered  the  officer,  and,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  money,  he  obtained  a  pardon,  In  a  short  time,  he  w.dft 
again  a,  tenant  in  Newgate,  but  for  want  of  evidence,  was  disrais-  " 
sed.  He  was  at  last  indicted  for  robbing  a  woman  upon  the  high- 
Way  )  the  indictment  was  proved,  and  while  under  sentence  of 
death,  he  was  extremely  hardened,  and  died  blaspheming* 

John  Wheelek  was  bred  a  joiner  ;  and  for  several  years  sop- 
ported  himself  and  his  family  at  that  occupation,  though  he  wa» 
generally  accustomed  to  rob  every  house  where  he  was  employed* 
From  his  natural  covetous  disposition,  he  was  soon  prevailed 
upon,  by  the  advice  of  a  near  relation,  to  become  an  house-break* 
er.  When  he  went  to  rob  any  house,  he  took  a  young  kitted 
"with  him,  and  pinching  its  tail,  made  it  mew  loudly,  while  the  peo* 
pie  in  the  house,  cursing  the  cat's  catterwauling,  remained  quiet, 
and  the  noise  of  the  cat  prevented  them  from  hearing  the  noise 
of  the  robbers.  It  would  exceed  our  limits  to  relate  the  particu- 
lars of  this  man's  exploits,  as  it  is  reported  that  he  and  his  accom- 
plices robbed  above  an  hundred  houses.  He.  was  at  last  convicted  . 
upon  two  indictments,  and  suffered  at  Tyburn  in  the  thirty  se* 
eond  year  of  his  age.' 


CATHATRINE  HALL,  alias  HAYES. 

This  woman  was  born  in  a  village  upon  the  borders  of  Warwick* 
shire  in  1690,  and  her  parents  were  so  poor  that  her  education  wai 
totally  neglected.  Her  temper  was  bold  and  impetuous,  and  she 
quickly 'threw  off  all  parental  respect  and  obedience,  giving  loose 
to  every  vicious  inclination.  A  regiment  being  quartered  in  the 
neighbourhood,  Kate  was  so  much  captivated  with  the  people  in 
red,  that  she  strolled  after  the  oificcrs,  until  being  discarded  by 
them)  she  run  about  the  country  like  a  distracted  creature. 
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In  tbese  destitute  circumstances,  she  was,  out  of  compassion,  re- 
ceived into  the  house  by  a  woman  of  the  name  of  Hayes.  The 
husband  was  a  carpenter,  and  the  eldest  son,  about  twenty  one 
years  of  ape,  was  taught  the  same  business.  He  soon  became  in 
love  with  Kate,  and,  lest  their  marriage  should  be  prevented  by 
bis  parents,  they  went  secretly  to  Worcester  to  have  it  solemnized. 
At  this  place,  Catharine  accidentally  met  some  of  the  officers 
whom  she  had  followed  ;  informing  them  of  the  cause  of  her  com- 
ing to  town,  they  formed  the  mean  plan  of  obtaining  drink- mouey 
of  the  bridegroom.  Accordingly,  they  pretended  to  impress  him  for 
his  Majesty's  service,  and  took  him  out  of  his  bed  from  his  bride's 
aide.  Finding  that  he  could  not  rescue  himself  from  his  unplea- 
sant situation  without  a  supply  of  money,  he  informed  his  father, 
who,  bringing  a  gentleman  of  the  neighbourhood  along  with  him* 
soon  made  the  officers  set  him  at  liberty.  But,  partial  to  a  rov- 
ing, live,  Catharine  enticed  her  husband  to  enter  a  volunteer,  and 
she  went  abroad  along  with  him.  After  some  time,  his  father 
was  induced  to  purchase  his  liberty,— to  give  him  an  annuity  of  ten 
pounds,  and  a  leasehold  of  sixteen  pounds  per  annum.  He  fired 
in  the  country,  a  quiet  peaceable  man  $  but  his  wife  was  a  trouble- 
,  some  woman,  always  quarrelling  with  her  neighbours. 

Upon  the  expiry  of  the  lease,  they  came  to  London,  where,  by 
trading  in  small  wares,  they  soon  acquired  some  money.     Then, 
by  lending  out  money  at  high  interest,  working  at  his  business,  or 
at  husbandry,  by  frugality  and  industry  he  acquired  a  consider- 
able sum.      About  this  time,   Thomas  Billings  >  a  tailor,  and 
Thomas  fV6od9  a  young  man  from  the  country,  came  to  lodge  in 
their  house ;  and  with  them,  his  wife  planned  and  perpetrated  the 
murder  of  her  husband  in  his  own  house.  They  all  four  sat  down  to 
drink,  and  Billings  laying  a  bet  of  a  guinea  who  would  drink 
most,  the  husband  became  so  intoxicated,  that  he  fell  asleep  upon 
bis  bed ;  on  which  these  two  villains  murdered  him,  and  cutting  off 
bis  head,  (Mrs  Hayes  holding  the  candle  while  tbe  horrid  opera- 
tion was  performing])  threw  it  into  the  dock  before  the  wharf  neajr 
the  horse  ferry  at  Westminster  ;  and  the  other  parts  of  the  body  be- 
ing all  mangled,  were  thrown  into  a  pond.  The  head  was  discover- 
ed, washed,  and  exposed  to  public  we w;  so  that,  if  possible,  the  mur- 
derer might  be  discovered.  In  a  short  time  after,  the  other  parts  of 

the  body  were  discovered,  and  suspicions  becoming  strong  against 
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Mrs  Hayes,  she  wag  arrested  along  with  Billings,  who  was  still 
lodging  with  her,  and  not  long  after  Wood  was  also  arrested. 
For  some  time  the  two  first  persisted  in  denying  the  murder,  but 
the  whole  facts  and  circumstances  were  at  length  disclosed.  The 
two  men  were  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  and  the  woman  was  burnt. 
If  possible,  the  horror  of  this  scene  was  increased  from  the  circum- 
stance, that  the  woman  declared  that  Billings  was  her  son,  andal. 
so  that  of  the  murdered  person,  but  that  his  father  not  loving  him, 
he  was  sent  to  live  with  a  neighbour  in  the  country,  and  was  this 
kept  ignorant  of  his  parents. 


ROBERT   FOULKES* 

This  man  was  minister  of  Stanton-Lacy,  in  the  county  of1 
Salop.  With  natural  eloquence  and  talents,  formed  to  shiue  in 
his  profession,  he  was  much  beloved  by  his  hearers,  and  exceed* 
ingly  popular  as  a  preacher.  A  young  woman  of  considerable 
fortune  was  committed  by  her  guardian  to  his  care,  as  to  a  man 
"who  would  instruct  her  betimes  in  all  the  duties  of  Christianity, 
and  continued  to  live  with  him  until  she  was  near  twenty  years  of 
age.  Though  possessed  of  an  amiable  wife,  Foulkes  conceived 
a  criminal  passion  for  this  young  lady, — seduced  her, — and,  to 
conceal  the  fruit  of  their  illicit  connection,  he  went  up  with  her 
to  London,  where  she  was  delivered  of  a  child,  which  he  cruelly 
murdered,  to  conceal  his  own  guilt  and  her  shame. 

Vengeance,  however,  pursued  him.  He  was  apprehended  upon 
suspicion,  committed  to  Newgate,  and,  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
youug  woman,  and  other  circumstances,  he  was  condemned,  and 
executed  at  Tyburn  on  the  30th  of  January  1678*     He  acknow- 
ledged and  bewailed  his  crime,  and  the  reproach  that  he  had 
brought  upon  religion  and  the  sacred  character  ;  aied  very  peni- 
tent, leaving  a  paper  behind  him,  (which  is  too  long  for  inser- 
tions—containing an  earnest  exhortation  to  resist  the  Jirst  ad- 
vances  of  vice, — especially  to  repress  every  licentious  thought* 
He  therein  seems  to  insinuate,   that  the  young  lady  too  easily 
yielded  to  his  criminal  solicitations. 
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COLONEL  TURNER. 

t 

i 

Tins  young  man  was  born  in  Winchester  in  1604,  of  rick  and 
respectable  parents,  who  sent  him  to  be  a  goldsmith,  and,  at  the 
termination  of  his  time,  gave  him  a  stock,  of  three  thousand  pounds 
to  commence  business,  and  by  marriage  he  received  two  thousand 
more.  With  this  ample  fortune  he  was  very  successful  in  business, 
and  was  soon  esteemed  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  place. 

But  he  was  too  much  addicted  to  company,  and  greatly  attached 
to  the  officers  of  the  militia,  amongst  whom  he  was  received  as 
captain,  and  at  last  attained  to  the  rank  of  Colonel.     He  was  ge- 
nerous and  extravagant,  and  in  the  different  places  where  his  re- 
giment resided,  he  gave  such  splendid  entertainments  as  involved 
him  in  unnecessary  expenses,     tie  was  also  liberal  with  his  mo. 
ney  in  other  respects,  and  delighted  in  splendour.     The  uraal 
effects  of  such  conduct  were  experienced  by  the  Colonel.     Nor 
had  he  wisdom  to  retrench  his-  expenses  with  his  diminished  for- 
tune.     He  had  recourse  to  dishonourable  means,  and  for  some- 
time remained  unsuspected.     Among  other  things,  he  purchased 
from  a  merchant  three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  of  train  oil  and 
rice,  went  to  his  house  to  pay  him,  and  while  the  whole  money 
was  lying  upon  the  table,  two  of  his  accomplices  came  in,  and  one 
of  them,  pretending  some  urgent  business,  occupied  the  attention 
,  of  the  master,  while  the  other  went  off  with  the  greater  part  of 
the  money*     At  another  time  the  Colonel  resolved  to  rob  a  rich 
merchant,  and  for  that  purpose  one  of  his  associates  conveyed 
himself  into  the  gentleman's  cellar,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  in  bed 
and  asleep,  he  admitted  the  Colonel.     They  went  to  the  gentle- 
man's rooni)  bound  and  used  him  in  a  barbarous  manner,  went  to 
his  ware  room,  and  robbed  it  to  the  amount  of  more  than  live 
thousand  pounds 

Minute  enquiry  was  made  after  the  robbers,  and  the  goods  be- 
ing described,  some  of  them  were  seen  in  the  Colonel's  house;  so 
Jbat,  notwithstanding  of  his  high  character,  which  had  previously 
screened  his  vil!ankc,  his  house  was  searched,  many  of  the  articles 
found,  and  the  Colonel  and  his  wife  and  three  sons  were  appre- 
hended.  Upon  examination  of  the  fact,  his  family  were  liberated, 


HARKAN   STRODTMAir;  491 

but  he  was  executed  on  the  31st  January  1663;  After  his  death 
there  was  another  robbery  of  his  discovered.  A  tetter  was  sent 
to  a  dealer  in  the  country,  by  a  rich  merchant  in  town,  request- 
ing him  to  come  up  quickly,  as  there  was  an  advantageous  pur- 
chase that  might  be  made.  He ,  hastened  with  all  the  money  he1 
could  collect,  anjd  was  robbed  upon  his  journey. 
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Tns  substance  of  this  man^s  life  was  delivered  by  himself  the 
Hay  before  his  death.     He  was  born  of  religious  parents  in  Revet 
in  Leislarid,  in  the  year  1683,  arid  from  thence  went  to  Ham- 
burgh, and  resided  there  for  sometime  before  he  came  to  London, 
where  he  arrived  along  with  Peter  Woller,  and  both  were  intro- 
duced into  the  counting-room  of  two  opuient  merchants.     These 
two  young  men  lived  in  habits  of  the  most  intimate  friendship 
for  sometime,  bul  ihe  sister  of  Woller  being  married  to  one  of 
the  partners,  he  became  indifferent,  then  harsh  towards  his  fel- 
ow  traveller;  which  excited  the  spirit  of  resentment  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  Strodtman  formed  the  resolution  of  fatal  revenge.     He 
first  procured  poison,  arid  not  finding  an  opportunity  to  effectuate   - 
his  purpose  by  this  means,  he  took  an  opportunity  to  murder 
him  in  his  bed,   and  to  rob  him  of  a  considerable  sum$  having 
previously  broke  into  the  counting  house.        .■•.*, 

He  was  next  day  discovered  in  a  goldsmith's  shop  by  Mr 
Stein,  one  of  the  partners.  A  bill  of  twenty  pounds  that  he  had 
taken  from  the  pocket  of  the  deceased  was  found  upon  him,  and 
upon  Mr  Stein's  promising  to  permit  him  to  escape;  he  discover- 
ed where  the  other  articles  were  concealed.  His  master,  how- 
ever,  was  unfaithful  to  his  promise,  and,  after  receiving  the  bills, 
money  and  clothes,  carried  him  before  a  judge,  where,  upon  exa-? 
minatioh,  he  confessed  the  /acts,  and  was  committed  to  Newgate* 

We  shall  conclude  his  narrative  in  his  own  wortis.  "  I  have 
freely  given  this  true  and  impartial  account  of  myself  and  my  sin- 
ful actions  to  the  world,  that  all  men,  both  young  and  old,  might 
take  warning  by  me,    who  once  little   thought  I  should  ever  b* 

H  H  2 


■\ 


492      .  LIVES    OF  VlftATfeft,   HUHWA*MEK,    &€• 

capable  of  committing  such  foul  and  enormous  crimes ;  and  now  I 
am  going  to  leave  this  world  for  ever,  before  I  hare  lived  long  enough 
in  it,  being  only  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  either  to  know  ft  or 
myself.  Bnt  I  thank  the  divine  grace  which  has  opened  my  eyes, 
and  set  me  in  a  clearer  light,  by  which  I  am  come  within  appre- 
hension and  sight  o'f  better  things.  Let  me  therefore  advise  all 
men  to  be  warned  by  my  fall,  and  take  care  that  they  do  not 
stumble  upon  the  snares  of  Satan  as  I  have  done ;  for  perhaps  all 
may  not  have  the  same  divine  mercy  and  help  given  them  for 
their  recovery  as  I  have  had ;  for  which  I  love  and  praise  my 
great  Maker  and  Redeemer,  and  will  adore  him  to  all  eternity," 


JACK    COLLET 


Was  the  son  of  a  grocer  in  Southwark,  and  learned  to  be  an 
upholsterer •  but  before  he  had  served  four  years,  he  took  to  the 
highway.  His  robberies  were  numerous,  and  of  a  similar  com* 
plexion  to  those  frequently  mentioned  in  this  volume  ;  bnt  there 
was  one  peculiar  feature  in  his  character  which  deserves  to  be 
mentioned.  He  delighted  to  rob  in  the  habit  of  a  bishop,  attend- 
ed by  three  or  four  servants,  who  were  ready  to  aid  his  designs. 
He  was  once  however  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  dress  at  game, 
and  so  took  a  few  turns  upon  the  highway  to  recover  his  canoni- 
cal robes. 

Accordingly  he  one  day  met  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
commanded  the  coach  to  stand.  The  bishop  was  not  surprised 
at  being  commanded  to  deliver  his  money,  but  in  no  small  degree 
at  the  request  of  his  robes  :  resistance  was  vain.  The  Doctor 
gave  him  fifty  pounds  and  his  sacred  habit.  As  Collet  was  de- 
sirous to  reproach  and  to  live  by  the  church,  so  the  robbing  of 
a  place  of  divine  worship  at  last  procured  his  untimely  end.  In 
company  with  another,  he  went  into  a  church  in  Loudon,  stole 
the  plate  and  cloth,  and  being  detected,  was  rewarded  for  his 
church  services  at  Ty  b  u  rn. 
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JOCELIN   HAItWOOD, 

This  man  was  the  son  of  a  father  whose  greatest  misfortune 
was  to  have  such  a  profligate  child.  Notwithstanding  of  his  vir- 
tuous education,  his  vices  increased  with  bis  years,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  stole  sixty  pounds  from  his  father,  -went  to  Loo- 
don,  and  soon  emptied  his  pockets  in  the  haunts  of  wickedness* 
To  recruit  his  stores,  he  began  pilfering  upon  the  lowest  scale, 
and  continued  to  exercise  his  vocation  for  about  three  years. 

But  as  every  bold  and  active  man  is  desirous  to  advance  in 
Ms  station,  he  made  free  with  a  horse  and  otaer  necessaries,  and 
at  least  appeared  as  a  gentleman  upon  Blackheath.     But  he  had 

'  well  nigh  been,  like  many  others,  only  once  a  gentleman  in  his  life  ; 
for  attacking  two  travellers,  his  horse  was  shot,  and  with  great 
difficulty  he  himself  escaped  on  foot  The  night  following  he  vi- 
sited another  stable,  and  again  appeared  equipped  for  nobler*  ex- 
ploits. Meeting  one  of  the  horse. guards,  he  entered  into  con- 
versation upon  the  comparative  merit  of  their  horses*  The  horse- 
man was  offended,  and,  in  order  to  evince  the  superiority  Of  his 
horse,  he  made  him  leap  over  a  gate.  Our  hero  expressed  his  as- 
tonishment, and  enquired  if  the  animal  would  repeat  the  same  with 
any  other  person  on  his  back.  He  was  immediately  requested  to 
try.  He  did  so,  then  asked  the  soldier  what  his,  horse  might 
be  worth,  he  was  informed  that  he  was.  worth  forty  guineas. 
Harwood  said  he  had  not  so  much  upon  him,  but  he  would  give 
that  money  when  he  gained  as  much  by  him  ;  and  so  rode  off,  leav- 

'  ing  the  man  to  send  a  volley  of  ineffectual  implications  after  him* 
,  With  such  success  did  he  continue  for  several  years  to  rob  from 
county  to  county,  that  if  he  had  not  squandered  his  money  as 
quickly  as  he  found  H,  he'  would  have  amassed  an  immense  for* 
tune.  But  hoarding  up  treasure  was  none  of  his  crimes.  His  last 
robbery  was  marked  with  uncommon  atrocity.  Informed  that  a 
gentleman  was  immensely  rich,  he  and  other  two  companions, 
broke  into  his  house,  and  binding  all  the  servants,  went  to  the 
knight's  room,  and  bound  him  and  his  lady  ;  then  he  went  into  the 
daughters'  room,  and  one  of  the  young  ladies  said,  u  Pray,  Sir,  use 
us  civilly,  and  we  hall  do  the  same  to  you  ;  for  we  shall  certainly 
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know  you  again."  "  Shall  you  so  ?"  exclaimed  Harwood, 
then  cut  them  to  pieces  with  his  hanger.  And  upon  this  return, 
ed,  and  did  the  same  to  the  father  and  mother.  His  companions, 
though  veterans  in  vice,  were  horrified  with  his  conduct ;  and  they 
had  no  sooner  left  the  house,  than  they  shot  his  horse  under  him, 
bound  him,  and  left  him  with  a  piece  of  plate  beside  him. 

Diligent  search  being  made  after  the  perpetrators,  he  was 
found,  and  the  servants  all  swore  that  he  was  one  of  the  men  who 
bound  them,  before  the  rest  of  the  family  was  murdered.  The 
guilt  of  this  inhuman  wretch,  was  however,  rendered  still  moreevi. 
dent,  by  the  two  associates  writing  a  circumstantial  account  of  the 
whole  transaction. 

Upon  his  trial  ha  behaved  in  the  most  rude  and  audacious  man- 
ner, spitting  in  the  faces  of  the  judges  and  the  jury,  and  talking 
in  the  most  contemptuous  manner.  His  sentence  made  no  im- 
pression on  him,  and  he  endeavoured  to  keep  himself  in  a  state 
of  intoxication  ;  and  so  exasperated  the  public,  that  they  were 
almost  ready  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  him  in  his  way  to  the  place 
of  execution.  Nay,  so  base  was  this  man,  that  he  said,  "  That 
lie  shonld  act  the  same  murder  over  again  in  the  same  case."  He 
was  about  twenty  years  old  at  bis  death. 


RICHAKD   WALTON  the  Conjuror. 

•  The  trifling  reason  why  this  man  received  the  name  of  Conjorv, 
or  will  appear  la  the  following  narrative.  He  was  born  in  Staf- 
ford, and  from  his  parents  received  a  religious  and  decent  education. 
Their  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  that  he  should  submit 
to  serve  a  quaker,  which  ho  continued  lo  do  for  three  years.  From 
the  impression  made  upon  his  youthful  mind,  in  reading  Bur  city's 
jlpology  for  the  Quakers,  he  was  induced  to  attend  their  meetings 
for  the  first  year.  But  discovering  by  their  practice  that  their, 
pretended  anamination  only  enlightened  them  to  commit  crimes 
under  the  broad  birm  and  the  long  fronted  bonnet,  he  disconti- 
nued his  attendance  amongst  those  enthusiasts.  1 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  married  contrary  to  the  will  of  his  pa. 
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rents,  and  the  public  were  soon  injured  "by  his  counterfeiting  the- 
King's  stamp.  Under  a  frolic  pretence  that  a  piece  of  parchment 
with  a  few  verses  of  the  first  chapter  of  John, .  andf  some  move  •se- 
lect verses  from  other  parts  of  the  Scripture,  would  prove  a  pro. 
tecfion  against  punishment  for  horse  -stealing,  this  circumstance  not 
only  conferred  on  him  the  name  of  the  Conjuror,  but  also  consti. 
toted  the  essence  of  his  indictment;  .  For  under  the  protection  of 
his  parchment,  Humphry  Mousall  and  Morris  Walker  were  in- 
duced to  steal  some  horses,  and  he  having  received  a  small  part  of 
their  spoil,  was  condemned  to  suffer  death.  It  is  rather  a  singular 
circumstance,  that  he  had  been  several  years'  confined  to  his  bed, 
and  was  dragged  from  thence  to  die  on  a  scaffold. 


HENRY   COOK 

Was  one  of  nineteen  or  twenty  of  a  family,  and  his  parents 
were  industrious  and  respected  in  their  station.  The  father  being 
a  leather  merchant,  young  Cook  was  instructed  in  the  same  busi- 
ness, and  provided  with  a  suitable  stock.  He  conducted  himself 
with  propriety  for  some  years,  and  being  married  to  a  respectable 
woman,  seemed  to  promise  a  life  of  respectability  and  usefulness* 
It  happened,  however,  that  running  in  debt,  he  was  forced  to  ab- 
scond, lest  he  should  be  arrested,  Iii  these  unpleasant  circum- 
satnee,  he  went  from  place  to  place,  and  being  informed  that  the 
bailiff  threatened  that  he  would  havfe  him  if  he  staid  above  ground, 
he  provided  a  pair  of  pistols,  and  sent  that  officer  word  that  he 
was  prepared1  for  his  approach,  and  that  the  moment  became, 
it  snoufd  he1  his  last.     He  therefore  heard  no  more  of  him. 

After  skulking  about  fbr  some  time,  he  ventured  home  to  his 
wife  one  evening ;  but  finding  a  stranger  there,  he  resolved  to  live 
no  longer  with  her.  To  him  it  seemed  hard,  that  domestic  treach- 
ery should  unite  with  public  justice  against  him.     He  emptied  hts 
shop  of  what  things  he  could  carry,  and  went  to  secret  himself  in 
his  sister's  house.   He  next  provider!  himself  with  a  pair  of  pistols, 
and  commenced  highwayman.     Thongh  he  began  on  foot,  he  soon 
obtained  a  horse,    and  with  no  small  success  carried  on  hU  depre- 
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dationl.  *  After  four  robberies,  from  which  be  only  received  thir* 
teen  pounds  thirteen  shillings,  his  career  was  nearly  terminated. 
Having  robbed  a  gentietaan  of  his  horfte,  and  some  days  after 
riding  along,  seven  or  eight  men  came  up  to  him*  aad  had  not  rode 
a  mile,  when  one  of  them  challenged  his  horse,  as  the  one  advertis- 
ed  to  have  been  stole  by  a  highwayman,  at  such  a  time  and  place* 
«  Accordingly,"  says  Cook,  "  he  imperiously  demanded  of  me 
an  account  of  myself,  and  how  I  came  by  that  horse*  I  told  him 
that  I  lived  in  London,  and  had  purchased  the  horse  of  a  man  at 
the  Bell  Inn  at  Edmonton,  and  that  if  he  would  go'  there  along 
with  me,  he  would  be  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  what  I  said."  By 
this  stratagem,  Cook  hoped  to  have  separated  him  from  his  compa- 
nion, given  him  his  friend's  horse  instead  of  his  own,  and  taken  his 
cash  for  giving  him  so  much  trouble.  But  all  the  party  went  along 
with  him,  so  that  when  he  came  near  the  inn,  he  was  greatly  at  a 
loss  how  to  extricate  himself  from  this  unpleasant  dilemma ;  but, 
at  the  gate  of  the  inn,  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  rode  down  a 
lane;  their  horses,  however,  bejng  fresher,  he  took  toward  a  wood, 
when  his  horse  refusing  to  leap,  four  of  his  troublesome  companions 
were  within  forty  yards  of  him,  when  he  fired,  and  demanded  them 
to  stand  off.  They  stopt,— he  alighted  off  his  horse,  and  ran  into 
the  wood* 

Having  been  thus  alarmed,  he  remained  inactive  for  some  days, 
but,  venturing  out  again,  he  attacked  an  old  man,  robbed  him  of 
his  money  and  horse ;  and  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  he  met 
another  man  with  a  better  horse,  which  he  took,  and  what  money 
and  useful  articles  he  found  upon  him.  The  latter  gentleman 
had  not  proceeded  far  pn  his  journey,  when  he  paet  the  old  man, 
who  claimed  his  horse,— relse  he  would  inform  upon  him  as  robber. 
The  other  then  gave  him  his  horse,  and  walked  home  upon  fpot 
After  some  days  carousing,  until  his  money  was  spent,  he  went 
out  again,  when,  to  his  astonishment,  within  a  little  of  the  place 
where  he  robbed  the  man  of  his  money  and  his  horse,  he  was  dis- 
mounted, seized,  carried  before  a  magistrate, .  and  committed  to 
Jtfewgate.  His  accuser,  however,  was  so  favourable  as  not  to 
swear  that  he  was  the  man  that  robbed  him,  though  the  animal  upon 
which  Cook  rode  was  certainly  the  prosecutor's  horse.  This  be- 
}p-3  the  first  time  that  he  had  freen  apprehended,  his  father  and 
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neighbours  appeared  in  his  behalf,— got  him  clear  off,— and,  elat- 
ed with  his  acquittal,  they  took  him  home  with  them  to  his  wife  and 
family. 

Upon  his  return,  he  found  his  affairs  in  an  embarrassed  condi- 
tion, and  enquiring  at  William  Taylor,  the  man  who  conducted 
his  business,  he  found  there* were  no  good  debts  standing  out,  nor 
any  funds  to  renew  his  operations  with  apparent  success.  Thus 
circumstanced,  he  resolved  to  go  to  London,  and  purchase  a  pair 
of  pistols,  in  order  to  rob  between  his  own  house  and  the  forest, 
until  hk  funds,  were  recruited.  Having  done  so,,  he  soon  gained 
thirty  pounds,  and  consulting  with  Taylor. how  to  lay  out  the  mo- 
ney, he  told  him  Jjow  he  had  gained  it,  and  added,  "  let  us  go  and 
make  it  ten  times  more,  and  then  think  of  buying  leather.19  The 
proposal  was  accepted,  and,  repairing  to  London,  they  purchased 
what  things,  were f necessary.  They  then  commenced  with  great 
boldness,  stopping  all  coaches  and  individuals,  so  that  they  soon 
found  their  present  employment  a  speedier  way  of  making  money, 
than  selling  leather  or  making  shoes.  But  oue  day  attacking  the 
stage-coach  at  Colchester,  a  Captain  Mazoley  shot  Taylor,  and 
his  companion  ran  off. 

.  This  accident  rendered  it  impossible  for  Cook  to  return  home  ; 
he  therefore  concealed  himself  for  a  few  days,  and  again  provided 
himself  of  -a  good  horse,  and  went  forth  with  the  most  desperate 
resolution  of  revenging  Taylor's  death,  by  taking  the  life  of  Cap. 
tain  Mawley,—- if  he  could  possibly  find  him.  After  various  daring 
robberies^  he  was  at  last  discovered  by  a  woman  that  knew  hinij — 
taken,, — ami  several  witnesses  appearing  against  him,  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  puffer  the  due  reward  of  his  numerous  and  aggravated 
crimes. 
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LIFE  OF  GEORGE    BARBINGTON. 

George  Barringtok  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  his  father's 
name  was  ITenfy  Waldron,  a  smith.  He  was  born  at  the  Tillage 
of  Maynouth,  in  the  county  of  Kit/fare,  about  the  year  1755.  In 
consequence  of  a  law-suit  in  which  his  parents  were  engaged  with  an 
opulent  relation,  for  the  recovery  of  a  legacy  to  which  they  deemed 
themselves  entitled,  their  circumstances  were  so  much  impaired,  that 
all  their  efforts  to  acquire  independence  were  fruitless, — and  the 
result  was,  that  reading  and  writing  was  all  the  education  that  they 
could  give  their  son,  though  they  were  not  unconscious  of  the  open, 
ing  powers  of  his  mind.  But  the  vivacity  and  genius  of  some  boys, 
have  procured  them  friends  and  patrons  when  other  means  have 
failed.  A  medical  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,,  struck  with 
his  promising  talents,  initiated  our  young  hero  in  the  principles  of 
aVithmetic,  geography,  and  grammar. 

In  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  obtained  a  more  powerful 
patron  in  a  dignitary  of  the  church,  of  an  ancient,  illustrious,  and 
opulent  family ;  but  more  distinguished  by  his  virtues,  learning, 
and  benevolence.  Under  the  conviction,  that  patronage  cannot 
be  better  employed*  than  in  encouraging  merit,  and  rearing  a 
young  genius  to  adorn  human  nature  and  benefit  society,  that 
clergyman  resolved  to  foster  the  rising  powers  of  young  Waldron* 
Accordingly  he  was  sent  to  a  free-school  in  the  capital,  in  order 
to  be  prepared  for  tjie  university.  That  his  modesty  might  not  be 
injured,  nor  his  improvement  retarded,  from  the  want  of  money, 
he  was  amply  provided  by  his  patron  with  pocket-money,  as  well 
as  with  every  thing  necessary  in  his  station. 
1  But  (he  violence  of  passion  blasted  all  his  blooming  prospects. 
Scarcely  had  he  been  in  this  situation  six  months,  when  be  quar. 
relied  with  a  youth  much  older  and  stronger  than  himself.  Blows 
ensued,  and  Waldron  received  a,  severe  drubbing  ;  but  his  bold, 
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impetuous  mind  pan teil  for  revenge,  and,  with  Ms  pen-knife,  he 
stabbed  his  antagonist  so  severely,  that  the  interference  of  his 
companions  alone  prevented  the  most  fatal  consequences.  The 
chastisement  due  to  such  a  flagrant  violation  of  all  decency  and 
order,  was  inflicted  upon  the  young  culprit ;  and,  if  impatient  un- 
der the  blows  of  his  school-fellow,  he  was'equalty  im^atSefrt  tinier 
the  lashes  of  his* schoolmaster .  That  impetuosity  of  passiotv/which; 
his  hurried  many  youths  into  the  perpetration  of  crimes,  and  the-' 
adoption  of  measures  which  have  been  attended  by  the  most  Serious4 
and  lasting  consequences,— impelled  young  Waldron  to  abandon 
the  fair  prospects  which  gilded  the  path  of  life  befdre  bim, — to  dis- 
appoint the  hopes  which  had  been  formed  of  him,  .awl  to  take  a  fi- 
nal leave  of  the  school,  his  family,  and  his  friends. 
•  But  during  the  tempest  of  passion,  he  had  sufficient  recollection 
and  dexterity  to  rob  his  master  of  ten  or  twelve  guineas,  and  his 
master**  si$ter  of  a  gold  repeating- watch.  Witfo  these  and  a  fair 
articles  of  wearing  apparel,  he  left  Dublin,  and,  late  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  next  day  he  arrived  at  Drogheda,  and  took  up.  his  lodg- 
ings .where  a  company  of  strolling  players  at  that  time  resided. 

John  Price,  the  master  of  this  company,  was  a  native  of  Poole, 
of  a  good  family,  of  an  agreeable  figure,  sprightly  in  conversation, 
conciliating  in  manners,  and  of  some  education.     In  the  stations* 
clerk  to  an  attorney,  he^became  acquainted  with  all  the  artsy  frauds, 
and  intrigues,   of  thelowest  classes  of  unprincipled  beings  in  the. 
eity  of  London,  .l^e  was  contented  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
science,  and  entered  a  little  into  the  practice  $  hut  bfeing  constrain- 
ed to  pay  an  unwilling  visit  to  the  Old  Bailey,  he  was,  at  ths  time 
Waldron  was  introduced  to  him;  an  involuntary  ei"«  in  Ireland. 
This  man  successively  became  the  confidant,,  the  counsellor,  *hetui 
tor,  and  the  sole  director  of  young'  Waldron .     He  was  the  fatter 
of  his  numerous  crimes,  and  the  cause  of  his  ruin,  ♦  ■    » 

In  the  ardour  and  ingeauity  of  his  youthful  mind,  he  cdmmunu 
cated  all  his  history  to  Price,  and,  at  his  suggestion,  changed  his 
name  to  that  of  Babwngto*.  Such  a  revolution  was  effected  in 
the  character  of  our  hero  by  his  new  name,  that  in  four  days  he  per* 
formed  the  part  of  J  affier  In  "  Venice  Preserved"  to  au  admir-. 
ing  audience,  in  a  barn  in  the  suburbs  of  Drogheda.  .  He  had  a 
penetrating  eye,  an  expressive  countenance,  a.  theatrical. figure*  a 
pompopS  pronunciation,  and  a  retentive  memory.     But  though 
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his  reception  was  sufficiently  flattering  to  a  young  sanguine  mind, 
yet  it  was  not  deemed  proper  that  he  should  appear  a  second  time- 
so  near  the  scene  of  his  late  depredations.  It  was  therefore  re- 
solved to  move  northward  to  the  distance  of  sixty  or  eighty  miles. 
Tp  accomplish  this  journey,  more  money  was  necessary  than  Price 
bad  in  his  possession?;  therefore,  application  being  made  to  Bar* 
ringten,  he  presented  him  with  the  gold  repeating  watch,  which 
lias  $old  for  the  general  benefit.  While  they  enjoyed  his  bounty, 
bis,  vanity  was  flattered,  and  he  was  assured  that  the  period  was  not 
distant,  when  he  would  make  a  conspicuous  figure  upon  the  Dub* 
lin  and  London  theatres. 

-  IDuriog  their  journey,  it  was  discovered  that  the  personal  and 
mental  accomplishments  of  Harrington,  had  made  a  powerful  im- 
pression upon  the  heart  of  Miss  Egerton9  who  acted  the  part  of 
Befotder?)  when  he  acted  that  ofJaffier  at  Drogheda.  This  lady 
was  the  daughter  of  an  opulent  tradesman  at  Coventry,  young,, 
beautiful,  sweet-tempered,  and  accomplished ;  but  having  been 
seduced  by  a  young  man,  with  whom  she  fled  from  her  father's 
house  to  Dublin,  he  abandoned  her,  a  prey  to  infamy,  to  poverty,, 
and  to.  remorse* 

Thus  situated,  she  agreed  to  join  Price,  add  had  been  only  a 
short  time  with  him,  when  she  saw  young  Bar  ring  ton,  and  became 
suddenly  enamoured  of  him.  He  was  conscious  of  her  merit,  and 
returned  her  affection  with  the  sincerest  attachment. 

Before  the  troop  arrived  at  Londonderry,  their  stock,  was  al- 
most exhausted.  Price,  then  insinuated,  that  a  young  man  of  Bar- 
ring  ton's  address,  by  mingling  among  the  merchants  and  shopmen 
of  that  commercial  city,  might  by  his  ingenuity' recruit  their  funds. 
The  hint  was  understood^  and  the  keen  impetuous  mind  of  the  un- 
wary youth  instantly  caught  •  the  infection  ;  and,  as  there  was 
then  a  large  fair  in  the  place,  he  and  his  director  commenced  next 
day,  and  acquired  about  forty  guineas,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  in  notes  of  Irish  currency.  They,  however,  wisely  resolv- 
ed to  pass  none  of  them  in  that  place.  Having  acted  a  few  nights 
with  greater  applause  than  profit,  they  left  that  place  for  Bally, 
shannon,  which  is  represented  as  one  of  the  niost  agreeable,  most 
polite,  and  most  plentiful  country  towns  in  Ireland. 

Here  Price  and  Barrington  spent  the  autumn  and  winter  of 
1771,  in  acting  upon  the  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  and  picking 
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pockets  daring  the  remainder  of  the  week*  Though  attended 
with  some  danger  and  certain  ! infamy,  yet  they  found  the  latter  a 
more  lucrative  employment  than  the  former.  Either  from  the  want 
of  friends  and  patrons ;— from  the  successful  opposition  of  powerful 
rivals,— from  the  want  of  application,  study,  and  observation,— or 
from  that  uncertainty  which  attends  all  human  events,  Barrington 
had  not  that  success  upon  the  stage  which  his  first  appearance  at 
Drogheda  seemed  to  promise. 

During  the  latter  part  of  that  year,  Barrington  was  attacked  by 
a  violent  fever,  and  his  recovery  was  long  doubtful*     In  this  situ* 
afion,  deprived  of  his  industrious  exertions  to  supply  their  wants,  the 
company  ungenerously  resolved  to  leave  him  behind*    and  proceed 
to  other  quarters.     But  the  attachment  of  Miss  Egerton,  which 
was  displayed  with  unremitting  attention  during  his  illness,  was 
equally  conspicuous  upon  this  occasion,  for  she  resolved  to  stay  with 
him  and  share  his  fate*     Barrington,  accordingly,  with  his  female 
favourite,  remained  there  until  his  health  was  perfectly  restored. 
Then  he  removed  southward,  along  with  his  faithful  attendant, 
who  was  on  this  journey  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  river  Boyne, 
,  through  the  negligence  of  a  ferryman.    Such  was  the  sudden  death 
of  Miss  Egerton,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  her  age,  whose  life  was 
sacrificed  to  a  false  principle  of  gallantry,  which,  not  contented  with 
seducing  a  young  and  inxperienced  female,  afterwards,  added  de- 
sertion to  seduction,    and  thus  planted  a  thorn  which  even  the 
hand  of  time  could  never  entirely  eradicate.     Had  Miss  Egerton 
lived,  she  might  have  found  her  loss  restored  in  an  nnion  with  Bar- 
rington ;  but,  the  consequence  of  her  first  misfortune  occasioned 
by  that  mean,  base,  and  despicable  villain  who  had  betrayed 
her,  could  never  have  been  compensated. 

Barrington  again  met  Price  at  Cork,  when  it  was  resolved  to 
abandon  the  stage,  and  commence  a  more  lucrative  trade.  Accor- 
dingly it  was  settled  between  them,  that  Barrington  should  act 
the  part  of  a  young  gentleman  of  ample  fortune  and  noble  family, 
travelling  for  his  amusement,  until  he  should  come  of  age.  In  the 
prosecution  of  their  plan,  horses  were  purchased,  and  every  other 
thing  necessary  both  for  the  master  and  servant.  The  races  in 
the  South  of  Ireland  presenting  the  fairest  prospect,  they  has* 
tened  thither,  and  the  gentlemen  in  Ireland  being  unaccustomed 
to  guard  against  the  art  of  diving,  these  two  young  adventurers 
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returned  to  Cork  at  the  commencement  of  winter,  with  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  pounds. 

In  the  possession  of  so  much  money,  Barrington  assumed  Qi^ 
airs  of  a  man  of  fashion,  and  commenced  the  career  of  dissipation, 
gaming,  quarrelling,  and  debauchery.  But  the  race  of  depredation 
is  usually  short.  Towards  the  return  offspring,  Price  was  detect- 
ed in  the  very  act  of  emptj  ing  a  gentleman's  pocket,  was  tried* 
and  sentenced  to  seven  years  transportation  to  America. 

Alarmed  for  his  own  safety,  Barriugton  converted  Ids  property 
Into  cash,  and  hastened  to  Dublin,  where  he  remained  concealed 
and  inactive,  unless  occasionally  collecting  a  few  guineas- or  a 
watch.  Upon  the  return  of  spring,  and  of  the  races  in  the 
south,  he  again  went  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  southern  conntries 
of  Ireland.     At  one  of  the  races  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  he  was 

detected  in  the  act  of  picking  the  pocket  of  Lord  B ;  but  his 

property  being  restored,  and  Barrington  having  received  a  severe 
whipping,  the  generous  lord  prosecuted  the  matter  no  farther.  Af- 
ter this  narrow  escape,  he  formed  arrangements  with  all  possible 
expedition,  in  order  to  leave  a  kingdom  which  was  now  become 
too  contracted  a  sphere  for  Barrington. 

In  the  summer  of  1773,  when  he  was  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  and  in  the  third  year  of  his  infamous  career,  he  arrived  in 
England.     In  the  Dorset  yacht,  in  which  he  came  over,  there 
were  several  persons  of  distinction,   with  whom  Barrington  was 
anxious  to  form  an  acquaintance/    He  was  particularly  successful 
in  forming  a  friendship  with  Captain  H —  *  a  young  gen- 
tleman of  one  of  the  most  ancient,  illustrious,  and  noble  families 
in  the  British  Empire.     He  was  possessed  of  a  fortune  every  way 
suited  to  his  birth  and  rank  :    lie  was  also  a  most  amiable  charac- 
ter, generous,  candid,  benevolent,  and  polite,  but  unacquainted 
with  the  ways  o(  the  world,  and  a  stranger  to  the  intrigues  of  de- 
signing persons.     Barrington  penetrated  into  his  character,  and 
discovered  the  important  consequences  that  would  result  to  him 
from  his  connection  with  a  young  man  of  such  rank  and  opulence. 
Accordingly,  he  successfully  employed  all  the  arts  of  flattery,  in- 
sinuation, and  address,  in  order  to  ingratiate  himself  into  his  fa. 
\our.     In  a  short  time,  the  unsuspecting  youth  reposed  the  most 
unlimited  confidence  in  our  adventurer.     To  conform  those  senti- 
ments of  friendship  and  confidence,  which  were  so  rapidly  and  so 
incautiously  formed,  Barrington  reported,  that  his  father  was  a 
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toau  of  noble  family  in  Ireland ;  and  that  his  design  in  coming  to  ' 
England,  was  to  study  law,  and  to  pass  the  time,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  harsh  treatment  of  a  stepmother.     This  story  was  complete* 
ly  successful,   and  it  was  resolved  between  these  two  youths, 
that,  upon  their  arrival  in  town,  Barrington  should  enter  himself 
of,  the  Middle  Temple,  where  the  Captain  had  some  relations,  and 
a  numerous  acquaintance,  to  whom  he  would  gladly  introduce  Yria 
young  frtend.-t-So  great  were  the  prepossessions  in  his  favour, 
conceived  by  the  warm-hearted  Captain.    It  was  also  agreed,  that 
they  should  travel  together  to  London,  where  having  arrived,  they 
put  up  at  the  Bath  coffee-house. 

In  the  character  which  he.  had  assumed,  and  in  the  company  of 
young  bloods,  it  was  necessary  to  submit  to  great  expenses  ;  so 
that  in  less  than  a  month  after  his  arrival  in  England,  our  hero's 
stock  was  reduced  to  the  low  sum  often  pounds.  He  was  there- 
fore determined  to  obtain  a  supply  by  some  means  or  othtT* 
While  he  was  thus  deliberating,  one  evening  Captain  H«  and  a 
party  waited  upon  hitn,  and  proposed  that  he  would  join  them  iu 
•a  party  to  Ranelagh :  He  agreed,  and  they  set  forward  to  that  ce- 
lebrated place  of  amusement. 

The  Scene  was  new,  splendid  and  attractive ;  but  his  embarras- 
sed state  of  mind  rendered  Barrington  indifferent  to  all  the  beau- 
ties which  surrounded  him.  In  this  melancholy  posture* he  disco* 
vered  the  Duke  of  L— — r  engaged  in  a  conversation  with  two  la- 
dies, and  a  knight  of  the  Bath ;  he  .picked  the  Duke's  pocket  of 
«bove  eighty  pounds,— another  gentleman's  of  five  and  thirty  gui* 
neas, — and  one  of  the!  ladies  of  her  watch  ;  and  then  joined  Captain 
II.  and  his  party,  as  if  nothing  had  occurred. 

Unfortunately,  however,  for  Barrington's  purse,  he  was  observed 
in  the  act  of  stealing,  by  one  who  had -come  over  with  him  from 
Ireland,  who  quickly  informed  him  that  it  was  necessary  to  divide 
the  booty  with  him,  or  be  presently  informed  upon.    This  proposal 
could  not  be  rejected  ;  so,  under  the  pretence  of  being  suddenly 
attacked  with  some  oomplaint,  he  retired  with  his  intruding  ac- 
quaintance to  the  Golden.  Cross.,  to  divide  the  booty.    The  stran- 
ger was  contented  with  the  lady's  watch,  and  a.  ten  pound  note, 
And  allowed  Barrington  to  keep  the  remainder,  as  being  exposed 
to  the  greatest  danger. 

To  cement  their  union,  and  to  lay  the  plan  of  future  adven- 


$06*  .LIVES   OF  fclRATES,   HIGHWAYMEN,   &C, 

and  fills  prize,  estimated  at  thirty  thousand  pounds,  lie  had  the 
flexteYfty  to  convey  out  of  the  Prince's  pocket  into  his  own  ;  buty 
being  immediately  suspected,  the  Prince  seized  him  by  the  collar; 
and  in  the  bustle  Barrington'  slipped  the  box  into  his  hand,  and,  to- 

{he  astonishment  of  alt  present,  onr  hero  was  apprehended,  lodged 

v.  • 

in  Tpthilfields  bridewell,  and  was  examined  at  Bow  street  office 
by  Sir  John  Fielding. 

'  He  represented  himself  as  a  native  of  Ireland,  of  an  opulent 
and  respectable  family.  '  That  he  had  been  educated  in  the  media 
cat  Rney  and  had  dome  over  for  his  improvement  To  this  he  added 
many  tears,  bewaifing  that  he  was  an  nnfortunate  gentleman,  ra- 
ther than  a  common  culprit ;  and  the  Prince  declining  to  prose- 
cute, he  was  dismissed  with  an  admonition  from  the  magistrate! 
But  he  had  passed  the  boundary  of  virtue  and  Social  obligation  \ 
lie  Was  described  in  the  public  papers  as  an  impostor,  add  he  wad 
.  forsaken  by  all  his  former  companions.  He  now  frequented  the 
lobbies  oT  both  houses  of  Parliament,  and  one  day  being  re! 
connoitred,  he  was  turndd  out  with  disgrace,  and  disappointed  ot 
his  harvest. 

Discovering  the  person  who  was  the  cause  of  his  being  turned 
out,  he  had  the  assurance  to  threaten  him  with  revenge,  and, 
upon  that  gentleman's  complaint,  he  was  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace  ;  and  not  being  -able,  among  all  his  numerous  acquaintances, 
to  find  one  willing  to  be  bail  for  him,  he  remained  a  considerable 
time  in  confinement.  Scarcely,  however,  had  he  obtained  his 
liberty,  when  he  was  detected  in  picking  a  woman's  pocket  at 
Drury-Lane,  and  sentenced  to  hard  lahour  upon  the  river  for 
three  years.  But,  through  the  compassion  and  interference  of  the 
superintendants  of  the  ,  convicts,  he  was  liberated  about  twelve 
months  after  his  entrance  upon  that  hard  labour. 

But  nothing  could  produce  a  cordial  reformation  in  the  mind  of 
Barrington.  He  entered  upon  his  former  profession  with  renew* 
ed  alacrity.  In  less  than  six  months  he  was  detected  in  picking 
pockets  in  the  time  of  divine  service  at  St.  Sepulchre's  church  ; 
and  being  convicted  by  undeniable  evidence,  he  was  sentenced  to 
'five  years  hard  labour  in  the  hulks.  Upon  his  trial,  he  endea- 
voured to  interest  the  feelings  of  the  court,  but  the  evidence  was 
too  plain  to  admit  of  any  appeal  to  a  jury*  Reduced  to  despera- 
tion,* in  this  degrading  situation,  and  all  attempts  failing,  to  effeeu 
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tuatefeis  escape,  he  attempted  to  stab  himself  with  a  penknife  in 
the  breast ;  but  as  the  wound,  by  the  immediate  application  of1 
medicine,  was  slowly  healed,  he  continued  to  languish  in  wretch, 
edness,  until  a  gentleman' happening  to  visit  the  hulks,  and  being 
affected  with  his  situation,  applied  td  Government,  and  obtained 
his  liberation,  upon  condition  of  his  leaving  the  kingdom..     To 
this  Barrington  readily  assented,  and  repaired  to  Dublin,   being 
supplied  with  money,  and  everything  necessary,  by  the  same 
benevolent  gen  tie  ban.  But  here  again  he  was  soon  detected  in  rob*- 
bing  a  nobleman  of  his  watcih  and  money  at  one  of  the  theatres. 
*   Upon  his  trial,  Barrington  gave  another  specimen  of  his  elo- 
quence, and  addressed  the  court  with  great  animation  and  inge- 
nuity.    He  enlarged  upon  the  unaccountable  force  of  prejudice 
entertained  against  him  in  England,  the  report  of  which,  he  con- 
tended, had  pre.  occupied  the  minds  of  tod  tnany  in  the  sister 
kingdom.     "  In  England,"  he  continued,  "  be  had  been  dis- 
charged as  a  reformed  character,  and  that  from  a  place  which  the 
'  Legislature  formally  and  expressly  declares  to1  have  been  appoint- 
ed for  the  sole  purpose  of  meliorating  the  condition  of  young 
offenders,  rendering  them  useful  members  of  society,  and  pater- 
nally restoring  thetii  to  the  paths  of  virtue."     He  argued,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  man,  possessed  of  sensibility  or  reflection, 
to  remain  uninterested  in  his  case,  and  not  even  to  feel  the  most 
lively  compassion  for  him.     He  even  insisted,  that,  in  his  case, 
the  dictates  of  sensibility  might  be  indulged  without  the  least  de* 
viation  from  the  dictates  of  justice.     He  concluded  with  these* 
words :  «•  Gentlemen,  I  solemnly  declare,  that  I  am  not  guilty  of 
the  charge  now  brought  against  me,  neither  does  the  evidence 
dp-ply  ;  and  thusj  supported  by  conscious  innocence,  I  await  your: 
verdict  without  any  sensation  of  pain,  being  confident  that  to  men 
of  your  liberality  of  sentiment,  I  am  not  an  object  of  those  pre- 
judices that  have  operated  so  fatally  against  me  in  another  place, 
and  that  your  decision  will  be  the  result  of  feeling  hearts,  under: 
the  wholesome  influence  of  enlightened  understandings." 

He  was  acquitted  from  want  of  evidence,  and  dismissed  with  a 
very  serious  admonition  from  the  Judge.    He  however  was  con. 
vinced,  that  the  capital  of  Ireland  would  now  be  too  warm  for  him 
to  conduct  business-     He  therefore  directed  his  course  to  Ediiu 
tmrgb,  in  hopes  that  he  might  commit  his  depredations  there  with* 
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greater  safety  and  success ;  but  he  speedily  found  himself  mis* 
taken  in  the  character  of  the  Scots  ;  and  he  was  under  the  necessi- 
ty  of  retiring  from  Edinburgh,  as  a  place  where  he  eould  not  sup- 
port himself.  In  his  course  to  London,  he  passed  through  Ches- 
ter, and  the  fair  being  there,  he  robbed  to  the  amount  of  six  hun- 
dred pounds. 

The  infatuated  Barrington,  though  he  knew  that  he  was  in  dan- 
ger to  appear  in  the  kingdom,  as  the  condition  of  his  liberation- 
was  banishment  from  the  kingdom  during  life,  yet  he  again  fre- 
quented the  public  places,  and  being  suspected,  was  carried  before 
a  magistrate ;  but,  for  want  of  evidence,  acquitted.  He  was,  how. 
ever,  detained,  at  the  instance  of  the  Superintendant  of  the  Con- 
victs, for  returning  into  England,  and  detained  in  Newgate  during 
the  time  he  should  have  served  on  board  the  hulks.  Upon  that 
time  being  expired,  he  was  liberated,  and  speedily  returned  to  his 
former  practices. 

In  the  society  of  the  most  profligate  characters  in  town  he  lived 
for  sometime,  until  he  was  again  detected*  at  Drury  Lane*  He  was 
given  in  charge  to  one  Blandy,  who,  either  by  negligence  or  cor- 
ruption, allowed  him  to  get  off.  Thus,  while  the  lawyers  were  en- 
deavouring to  outlaw  him,  and  the  constables  to  apprehend  him, 
he  was  travelling  the  country  in  various  disguises,— as  a  quack- 
doctor,  a-  clergyman,  a  rider  to  a  manufacturing-house,  and  contU 

,  nued  long  undetected.  lie  was,  however,  at  last  discovered  to  be 
an  outlaw,  and  removed  to  Newgate,  in  such  a  miserable  and  de- 
jected condition,  that  his  friends  raised  a  subscription  for  him  of 
near  a  hundred  guineas,  which  enabled  him  to  employ  counsel,  in 
order  to  have  his  outlawry  reversed.  This  being  effected,  he  was 
tried  upon  the  original  offence;  but,  from  the  absence  of  a  material 
witness,  he  was  acquitted. 

He  then  set  off  for  Dublin,  in  company  with  one  Hubert,  who  was 
detected  in  the  act  of  stealing,  and  transported  for  seven  years.  Bar- 
rington escaped  to  England,  and,  before  his  arrival  in  the  capital, 
he  collected  in  different  parts  of  England  ;  but  scarcely  had  he  ar- 
rived there,  when  he  was  apprehended  for  robbing  a  gentleman  of 
a  gold  watch,  chains,  seals,  and  a  metal  key.  Upon  this  occasion 
Barrington  exerted  all  his  eloquence  and  address,  and  as  his  de- 
fence eontains  the  principal  facts  of  the  trial,   we  shall  give  it  hi 

^hi«  own  words. 
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''  May  it  please  your  Lordship,  and  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Ju- 
ry, to  favour  me  with  your  attention  for  a  little  time,     The  situa- 
tion of  every  person  who  has  the  misfortune  to  stand  here,  is  ex- 
tremely distressing  and  aukward ;  mine  is  so  in  a  peculiar  degree  ; 
if  I  am  totally  silent,  it  may  be  considered,  perhaps,  as  a  proof  of 
guilt;  and  if  I  presume  to  offer  those  arguments  which  present 
themselves  to  my  mind  in  my  defence,  they  may  not  perhaps  be  fa* 
voured  with  that.attention  which  they  might  deserve  ;  yet  I  by  no 
means  distrust  the  candour  and  benevolence  of  the  Jury ;  and 
therefore  I  will  beg  leave  to  proceed  to  state  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  as  they  occur  to  me,  not  doubting  but  they  will  meet  with 
some  degree  of  credit,  notwithstanding  the  unhappy  situation  I  am 
in.     Gentlemen,  I  was  on  the  race.ground  at  Enfield,  observing- 
the  race,  on  the  day  that  the  indictment  mentions,   where  I  found 
myself  surrounded  by  Mr  Townsend  and  others;  Mrv  Townsend 
said,  "  Your  name  is  Barring  ton,  and  you  have  taken  my  watch.'9 
I  told  him  he  was  right  as  to  my  name,  but  he  accused  me  unjust- 
ly ;   however  I  would  go  any  where  with  him  :  I   was  removed 
from  thence  to  a  stand,  from  whence  the  races  were  viewed  ;  it 
consisted  of  two  booths,  and  they  were  separate  from  each  other 
with' only  a  railing  elbow  high  ;  and  it  is  a  great  misfortune  to  me, 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  that  you  were  not  able  to  observe  the  si- 
tuation of  these  booths  5  for  if  you  had,  yon  would  have* found  it 
nearly  impossible  that  some  circumstances,  which  have  come  from 
the  witnesses,  could  be  true.     I  was  close  to  the  railing  that  se- 
parated the  two  booths,  when  some  person  called  out  "  Here  is  a 
watcti."     This  watch  Mr  Townsend  claimed,  and  said  it  was  his. 
I  was  removed  from  thence  to  the  Angel  at  Edmonton,  where  the 
examination  took  place  ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessi- 
ty of  observing,  that  a  very  material  difference  has  taken  place 
in  the  depositions  delivered  that  day  before  the  magistrate,   in 
various  respects.     A  witness,  the  coachman,   positively  declared 
that  he  did  not  see  this  watch  in  my  hand  ;  that  he  did  notfye  it 
drop  from  my  person  ;  but  that  he  saw  it  on  the  ground,  and  he 
might  have  gone  so  far  as  to  say  he  saw  it  fall.    I  took  the  liberty 
of  asking  him  one  question,  whether  he  had  seen  this  watch  in  my 
hand  ?    Whether  he  had  seen  it  fail  from  me  ?     He  declared 
he  did  not.     I  then   asked  him  whether  he  could  take  upon  him- 
self to  swear,  from  the  situation  in  which  he  stood  at  the  adjoin. 
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ing  booth,  that  this  watch  might  not  h$ve  dropped  from 'some 
other  person  ?  He  declared,  he  could  not  observe  any  such  .thing." 

"  Gentlemen,  with  regard  to  the  evidence  of  Keodricky,  he 

made  the  same  declaration  then.     'Mr  Townsend  has '  brought 

fie  here,  under  the  charge  of  having  committed  felony.      He 

has  told  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  .that  he  lost  a  watch  out 

of  his  pocket,  and  that  pocket  is  a  wajs^oat .  pocket ;  that  he 

was  in  a  very  extraordinary  situation  ; .  that,  fee,  was  on  the  race 

ground,   where    certainly  the    greatest  decorum  is   not  always. 

observed ;  and  he  was  also  in  a  situation  which -exppsed  him  more 

to  the  pressure  he  complained  of,  than  any  other  person :  for, 

instead  of  his  horse  being  in  possession  of  his  jockey  or  groom,  he 

attended  it  himself :  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  Gentlemen 

of  the  Jury,  that  it  is  a  custom  where  people  bet  money  at  races, 

to  wish  to  see  the  horse  immediately  after  the  heat  is  over ;  so  that 

the  pressure  which  Mr  Townsend  had,  or  what  he  thought  he  had 

from  me,  could  not  appear  very  extraordinary ;  and  I  am  under 

the  necessity  of  saying,  his  fancy  has  rather  been  improved  on  the 

occasion.     With  respect,  Gentlemen,  to  the  last  witness  that  has 

appeared,  I  will  not  say  any  thing  upon  the  occasion,  that  will  rest 

entirely  upon  you.     It  was  a  circumstance,  however,  of  a  most 

extraordinary  nature,  that  this  person  should  never  come  forward 

till  the  present  moment ;  and  whether  the  contradictions  and 

sjtrange  accounts  she  has  given  of  herself  are  such  as  to  entitle  her 

to  any  credit,  particularly  in  a  situation  where  the  life  Or  liberty 

of  another  is  at  stake,  is  not  for  me  to  observe  upon* 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  it  may  perhaps  be  expected  by  ma* 
ny  in  this  place,  that  I  should  say  a  great  deal  about  prepossession 
and  newspaper  reports ;  and  if  I  had  the  ability  to  do  it,  perhaps 
I  should  not  be  blamed  ;  for  he  who  has  been  the  unhappy  object 
of  much  defamation,  has  surely  a  right  to  deprecate  its  baneful 
effects ;  where  much  pains  have  been  taken  to  defame,  some  pains 
maybe  surely  allowed  to  abate  that  defamation.  Gentlemen, 
that  it  has  been  the  hard  lot  of  some  unhappy  persons,  to  have 
been  convicted  of  crimes  they  did  really  not  commit,  less  through 
evidence  than  ill-natured  report,  is  doubtless  certain  $  and  doubt- 
less there  are  many  persons  in  court  fully  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  that  observation.  Such  times,  it  is. hoped,  are  past..  I  dread 
flat  such  £  conviction  in  my  own  person*    {  am  well  convinced 
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.  of  the  noble  nature  of  a  British  court  of  justice,  the  dignified  and 
enign  principles  of  its  judges,  and  the  liberal  and  candid  spirit 
bf  its  jurors. 

u  Gentleman,  life  is  tKe  gift  of  God,  and  liberty  its  greatest  bles, 
sing;  the  power  of  disposing  of  both,  or  either,  .is  the  greatest 
man  can  enjoy.  It  is  also  adventitious v  that,  great  as  that  power 
is,  it  cannot  be  better  placed  than  in  the  hands  of  an  Englbh  jury  ; 
for  they  will  not  exercise  it  like  tyrants,  who  delight  in  blood,  but 
like  generous  and  brave  men,  who  delight  to  spare  rather  than  to 
destroy  ;  and  who,  not  forgetting  they  are  men.  themselves,  leap* 
when  they  can,  to  the  side  of  compassion.  It  may  be  thought,  Gen. 
tlemen  of  the  Jury,  that  I  am  appealing  to  your  passions;  and  if  J 
had  the  power  to  do  it,  I  would  not  fai)  to  employ  it.     The-pas^ 
sions  animate  the  heart,  and  to  the  passions  we  are  jndebted  for 
the  noblest  actions  ;  and  to  the  passions^  we  owe  pur  dearest  ant) 
finest  feelings  •<  and   when  we   consider  the  mighty  power  you 
v  now  possess,  whatever  leads  to  a  cautious  and  tender  discharge  of 
it,  must  be  thought  of  great  consequence  ;  as  long  as  the  passions 
conduct  us  on  the  side  of  benevolence,  they  are  our  best,  our 
safest,  and  our  most  friendly  guides, 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  Mr  T.  has  deponed,  that  he  lost  his 
watch,  but  how,  I  trust,  is  by  no  means  clear.     I  trust,  Gentle, 
men,  you  will  consider  the  great,  the  almost  impossibility,  that^ 
having  the  watch  in  my  possession  for  so  long  a  time,-— time  suffiT 
cient  to  have  concealed  it  in  a  variety  of  places,  to  haye  conveyed 
it  to  town,  it  should  still  be  in  my  possession.     You  have  heard 
from  Mr  Townsend,  that  there  was  an  interval  of  at  least  half  an  . 
hour  between  the  time  of  losing  the  watch,  and  my  being  taken  in. 
to  custody ;  there  is  something,  Gentlemen,  impossible  in  the  cir. 
cumstance;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  sometimes  happened, 
that  remorse,  a  generous  remorse,  has  struck  the  minds  of  persons 
in  such  a  manner,  as  to  have  induced  them  to  surrender  themselves; 
into  the  hands  of  justice,  rather  than  an  innocent  person  should, 
suffer*     It  is  not,   therefore,   improbable,  that  if  Mr  T.  lost  his 
watch  by  an  act  of  felony,  the  person  who  had  the  watch  in  his 
possession,  feeling  for  the  situation  of  an  unhappy  man,  might  be 
induced  to  place  that  watch  on  the  ground.     But,  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  how  Mr  T.  lost  his  watch,  whether  by  an  act  of  fe» 
lony,  or  whether  by  accident  it  might  have  fallen  into  the  bands. 

I  i4 
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of  Some  otter  person,  and  that  person  feeling  for  my  unhappy  *U 
tuation,  might  have  been  induced  to  restore  it.,  I  humbly  hope* 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  such  as  may  induce  a  scru- 
pulous jury  to  make  a  favourable  decision  ;  and  I  am  very  well 
convinced,  that  you  will  not  be  left  by  any  other  circumstances  than 
those  of  the  present  case,  either  from  reports  of  my  former  mis. 
fortunes,  or  by  the  fear  of  my  falling  into  similar  ones.  I  am  now 
just  thirty  two  years  of  age  ;  it  is  nearly  half  the  life  of  man  ;  it  is 
not  worth  while  being  impatient  to  provide  for  the  other  half,  so 
far  as  to  do  any  thing  unworthy. 

"  Gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  my  life,  I  have  suffered  much  dis- 
tress :  I  have  felt  something  of  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune,    and 
now,  from  observation,  I  am  convinced,  upon  the  whole,  there  is 
no  joy  but  what  arises  from  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  consists  in 
the  felicity  of  a  tranquil  mind,  and  a  benevolent  heart, — source? 
of  consolation,  which  the  most  prosperous  circumstances  do  not  al. 
ways  furnish,  and  which  may  be  felt  under  the  most  indigent.     It 
will  be  my  study,  Gentlemen,  to  possess  these  virtues  ;  nor  will  the 
heaviest  affliction  of  poverty,  pain,  or  disgrace,  cause  me  to  part 
with  resolutions  founded  upon  the  deepest  reflection,  and  which 
will  end  but  with  life  :  I  will  perish  on  the  pavement  before  I  will 
deviate  from  them*    For  my  own  part,  whatever  your  verdict  may 
be,  I  trust  I  shall  be  enabled  to  meet  it  with  firmness  of  mind.  He 
indeed  has  little  to  fear  from  death^  whose  fame  is  tarnished,  and 
who  has  endured  the  ceaseless  abuse  of  unfeeling  minds  ;  when 
Heaven  accepts  contrition,  it  receives  into  favour  when  it  pardons ; 
bat  man,  more  cruel  than  his  Maker,  pursues  his  offending  brother 
with  unrelenting  severity,  and  marks  a  deviation  from  rectitude 
with  a  never-dyinglnfamy,  and  with  unceasing  suspicion  and  re- 
proach, which  seem  to  exclude  him  from  the  pale  of  virtue.    Gen- 
tlemen  of  the  Jury,  the  thought  of  death  may  appal  the  rich  aud 
prosperous,  but  the  unfortunate  cannot  have  much  to  fear  from 
ft  'y.  yet,   the  tenderness  of  nature  cannot  be  quite  6ubdued  by  the 
utmost  degree  of  human  resolution  ;  and  I  cannot  be  inseusible  to 
the  woes  which  must  be  felt  by  an  affectionate  companion,  and  an 
infant  offspring.     There  is,  besides,  a  principle  in  human  nature, 
stronger  even  than  the  fear  of  death,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  ope- 
rate some  time  or  other  in  life,  I  mean,  the  desire  of  good  fame. 
,  ff  Under  that  influence,  G  entlemen,  if  I  am  acquited,  I  will  quick- 
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]y  retire  to  some  distant  land,  where  my  name  and  misfortunes 
both  are  alike  unknown  ;  where  harmless  manners  shall  shield  me 
from  the  imputation  of  guilt,  and  where  prejudice  will  not  be  lia- 
ble to  misrepresentation  ;  and  I  do  now  assure  you,  Gentlemen  of 
the  Jury,  that  I  feel  a  cheering  hope,  even  at  this  awful  moment 
that  the  rest  of  my  life  will  be  so  conducted,  as  to  -make  me  an  ob- 
ject of  esteem  and  applause,  as  I  am  now  the  unhappy  object  of 
censure  and  suspicion."  *-^*, 

The  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  transportation  for  mKi  years. 
Then  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  addressed  Barrington  nearly  as  fol- 
lows: 4i  Sir, — You  have  been  treated  with  much  more, favour 
than  you  deserve.  This  ought  to  have  been  a  capital  indictment  and 
it  ought  to  have  reached  your  life  ;  and  public  justice  very  much 
calls  for  such  a  sacrifice ;  for  if  ever  there  was  a  man  in  the  world 
that  abused  and  prostituted  great  talents  to  the  most  unworthy  and 
shameful  purposes,  you  are  that  man  ;  and  you  have  done  it  against 
the  warnings,  against  the  example  of  your  own  case,  and  of  a 
thousand  other  cases  that  have  occurred  ;  and  I  am  afraid,  that 
now,  as  the  punishment  does  not  reach  your  life,  I  dare  not  enter, 
tain  the  least  hope  that  you  will  in  any  manner  reform,  but  that 
'  you  must  become  a  shameful  spectacle  at  your  latter  end." 

Barrington  bowed  and  retired.    When  the  Recorder  pronoun- 
ced the  sentence  of  the  Court,  Barrio gton  addressed  them  in  a 
short  pathetic  speech  ;  and,  among  other  things,  he  said  :  "  The 
world,'  my  Lord,  has  given  me  credit  for  abilities,  indeed  much 
greater  than  I  possess,  andj  therefore,  much  more  than  t  deserv-   . 
ed  ;  but  I  have  never  found  any  kind  hand  to  foster  these  abili- 
ties.    I  might  ask,  where  "was  the  generous  and  powerful  hand, 
that  was  ever  stretched  forth  to  rescue  George  Barrington  from 
infamy  ?  In  an  age  like  this,  "which  in  several  respects  is  so  just- 
ly famed  for  liberal  sentiments,  it  was  my  severe  lot,  that  no  noble- 
minded  gentleman  stepped  forward  and  said  to  in*?,  "Barrington, 
you  are  possessed  of  talents  which  may  be  useful  to  society.     I 
feel  for  your  situation,  and,  as  long  as  you  act  the  part  of  a  good 
Citizen,  I  will  be  your  protector :  you  will  then  have  time  and 
opportunity  to  rescue  yourself  from  the  obloquy  of   your  for- 
mer conduct."     Alas,   my  Lord,  George  Barrington  had  never 
the  supreme  felicity  of  having  such  comfort  administered  to  hit 
wounded  spirit.     As  matters  have  unfortunately  turned  out,  th% 
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die  is. cast,  and.  as  it  is,  I  bow  resigned, to  toy  fate,  without  on* 
murmur,  or  complaint."  He  thus  withdrew  from  public  life  in 
Europe,  to  act  a  distinguished  part  in  the  new  world. 
.  fie  was  soon  ordered  to  embark,  and  his  acquaintance  hast- 
ened  to  take  their  leave  of  him,  meanwhile,  providing  him  with 
what  was  necessary  for  his  voyage.  By  the  generous  exertions  of 
a  particular  friend,  he  obtained  stowage  for  his  packages,  with  li- 
berty to  walk  the  deck,  unencumbered  by  ignominious  and  galling 
chains ;  Who  also  prevailed  upon  the  boatswain  to  admit  him  into 
fits  mess,  on  receiving  a  proportion  of  the  expenses.  Such  was 
his  comfortable  situation,  while  his  fellow  prisoners,  to  the. number 
of  two  hundred,  were  confined  in  the  hold,  and  only  permitted  to 
walk  the  deck  in  turns,  ten  at  a  time. 

On  the  third  day  after,  they  lost  sight  of  old  England ;  they 
were  attacked  with  a  violent  gale,  which,  for  near  ten  hours,  baf. 
fled  the  skill  of  the  seamen.  Two  men  were  blown  from  the 
main-top-sail-yard,  and  the  sail  split  to  ribbons,  and  all  endea- 
yours  to  save  the  men,  proved  ineffectual.  Soon  after,  the  fore, 
mast  went  over  the  side,  and  carried  four  men  and  two  boys  with 
it,  but  they  were  fortunately  taken  up,  haying  kept  hold  of  the 

wreck.  ,  During  this  storm,  as  Barrington  could  be  of  no  service 

•  .i 

upon  deck,  he  retiree}  to  his  hammock,  and  enjoyed  a   sound 

«.  *  •     « 

repose. 

But  this  danger  was  succeeded  by  another  nearly  as  fatal.  Two 
Americans,  who  had  some  knowledge  of  navigation;,  prevailed 
upon  the  majority  to  attempt  seizing  the  ship,  impressing  them 
with  the  idea  that  it  would  easily  be  effected,  and  that  they  would 
carry  her  to  America^  where  every  man  would  not  only  obtain  li- 
berty, bnt  receive  a  track  of  land  from  Congress,  besides  a  share; 
of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  -.  Thus, 
while  the  Captain  and  most  of  the  officers  were  below  examining 
the  stowage,  and  Barrington  and  the  man  at  the  helm,  were  the 
only  two  upon  deck.  The  former  seized  a  handspike,  and  brought; 
the  foremost  man  to  the  ground,  while  the  latter  called  up  the  Cap- 
tain  with  the  officers,  who  soon  overpowered  the  convicts.  ,.  Two 
of  the  ringleaders  were  hanged. 

When  the  conspirators  were  re-ironed,  and  tranquillity  restor- 
ed, the  Gafetain  expressed  his  high  sense  of  the  good  services  of 
BarringtiSi  promised  to  reward  him  when  they  arrived  at  th* 

'•  ',.'  i"'#H *.':•■.. 
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Qape,  *fd  gave  t^e  steward  orders  to  accommodate  him.  with 
whatever  -wa$  necessary  from  the  store-room.     They  proceeded 
with*  northerly  wind,  and  reaching  the  island  of  Teneriff,  anchorT 
ed  in  the  Bay  of  Santa  Cruz.   This  is  one  of  the  most  considerable 
of  the  Canary  Islands  for  riches,  trade,   and  population.      It 
abounds  in  different  sorts  of  .fruits,  cattle,  game,  and  wine.     It  is 
about  seventy  miles  long,  and  twenty  broad,  and  one  part  is  sur- 
rounded with  stupendous  mountains,  rearing  their  lofty  summits 
to  the  sky,  particularly  the  Peak  of  Teneriffj  which  is  reckoned 
12, 138  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea* 

j  Here  Barrington*  accompanied  by  some  of  the  officers,  obtained 
leave  to  visit  Pratava,  a  town  situated  a  fey  miles  from  Santa 
<^ruzj  ;.Qf  this  place  he  says,  that  "  it  is  situate 4  on  the  declivu 
ty  ef  arugge&bill,  gradually  sloping  to  the  sea,  at  the  bottom  of 
an  amphitheater  of  mountains,  a,nd  commanding  a  fine  view  of  tlie, 
Bay,  which,  from  the  nu  tuber  pf  shoals,  will  only  admit  ships  of 
a  small  draught  of  water ;  and  here  merchantmen  of  this  descrip1 
tpm  generally  anchor,  as  Wine,  fruits,  and  vegetables,  are  pro. 
cured  much  cheaper  than  at  Santa  Cruz,,  It  is  certainly  the 
most  fertile  side  of  <  the  island,  and  in  a  great  pleasure  supplies  all 
the  rest.  Nothing  can  be  more  charming  on  rom$n^£ally  si.  . 
4uated  than  this  delightful  spot ;  the  houses  are  low,  but  remark- 
ably neat,  and  built  of  white  stone.  On  one  side  the  street  joins 
a  rivulet,  from  a  copious  spring  of  the  clearest  and  sweetest 
water,  which  in  its  progress  over  a  rugged  pavement,  murmurs 
most  agreeably  .along.  Hills  rising  above  hills,  exowoed  with 
Wood  of  the  most  luinrian^  foliage,  aadibtatttifojly  ieataopfed.with 
variegated  clouds,  and  the  Stupendous  Peak  towering  its.  majestic 
head  above  the  whole,  forms  a  prospect  most  sublimely  interest* 
ing."  \  .»    * 

Paving  taken  in  water  and  fresh  provisions*  they  proceeded  td 
the  south,  and  while  passing  the  line,  the  ceremony  of  ducking 
and  shaving  was  observed  atinoon,  in  the  following  manner:  A> 
hoarse  voice  hailed  the  ship,  as  from  the  sea,  with  "  Ho  the  ship, 
ho  !"  which  was  answered  bygone  stationed  for  that  purpose,  with, 
"  Hallo !  what  ship's  that  ?"-*-"  The  Albemarle,"  u  I  don't  re* 
collect  ber  passing  this  way  Before  :  I  shall  come;  op  board  andb 
examine  her.7'     Upon  which  sax  grotesque  figures  enter  the  ship, 
as  if  from  the  bottom  o£the,de*p.  The  principal  personages  ^em 
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Neptune  and  Amphitrite,  attended  by  their  nymphs  andtieriads, 
personated  by  the  oldest  men  in  the  ship.  After  receiving  a 
double  toll  from  the  Captain,  of  half  a  gallon  of  liquor  and  two 
pounds  of  sugar,  they  proceeded  to  question  every  person  upon 
deck.  When  Barrington  was  questioned,  the  Captain  desired  his 
share  to  be  put  to  his  account.  <  They  all  escaped  except  the 
cook,  to  whom  they  all  had  a  grudge, '  and  as  he  refused  to  pay, 
the  ducking  ceremony  was  performed,  and  he  was  almost  in  dan. 
ger  of  his  life.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  festivity 
and  mirth. 

They  advanced  with  a  favourable  breeze,  until  they  anchored 
in  the  harbour  of  Rio  Janeiro*  The  crews  were  remarkably 
healthy,  and  few  of  them  died  upon  the  voyage.  At  this  port  they 
were  amply  provided  with  the  tropical  fruits,  which  were  very 
seasonable  for  those  who  had  been  confined  to  a  sea  diet..  From 
that  place  they  took  a  collection  of  seeds,  and  some  young  shoots 
of  the  more  valuable  trees. 

From  this  place  they  sailed  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Captain,  Barrington  received  a 
hundred  dollars  for  saving  the  ship  in  the  mutiny.  From  the 
•  Cape  they  made  towards  the  place  of  their  destination,  and  safely 
harboured  in  Port  Jackson*  The  next  morning  the  convicts  were 
all  landed,  many  of  them  emaciated  with  disease  ;  and  those  who 
laboured  under  no  bodily  complaint,  through  the  fatigue  of  the 
long  voyage,  change  of  climate,  and  scanty  allowance,  were  in  a 
wretched  condition.  To  facilitate  their  landing,  the  boats  were 
sent  from  ail  the  ships  in  the  harbour,  and  the  moment  they  land, 
ed,  all  their  clothes  were  burnt  to  prevent  infection,  and  they 
were  supplied  out  of  the  king's  stores. 

The  Captain  having  recommended  Barrington  to  the  Governor, 
he  was  first  placed  at  Tamgabbe,  as  a  subordinate,  and  then  ad. 
vanced  to  be  a  principal  watchman,  in  which  station  he  was  dili- 
,  gent,  sober,  and  impartial ;  so  that  the  Governor  resolved  to  draw 
aim  from  the  line  of  the  convicts/  and,  with  the  instrument  of  his 
emancipation,  he  received*  grant  of  30  acres  of  land  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Paramatta.  He  was  afterwards  made  superintendantof 
the  convicts,  and  though  not  so  absolutely  free  as  to  return  to 
England,  yet  he  enjoyed. all  the  immunities  of  a  freeman,  a  set. 
tier,  and  a  civil  officer ;  and  had  the  additional  satisfaction  to 
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know,  that  his  diligence  and  activity  were  never  called  in  ques* 

tion. 

The  settlement  is  divided  into  four  districts,  over  which  was 
placed  a  watch,  consisting  of  three  persons,  dne  principal  and  two 
subordinate  watchmen.  These  were  vested  with  authority  to 
patrole  the  streets  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  and  to  visit  such  places 
as  they  deemed  necessary  for  the.  discovery  of  offenders,  and  to 
secure  them  for  examination.  A  return  of  all  occurrences  during 
the  night  was  made  to  the.  Judge- Advocate,  and  the  military  were 
commanded  to  furnish  the  watchmen  with  every  necessary  assist. 
ance.  • 

When  settled  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  Barrington  formed 
the*  resolution  of  revising  the  notes  he  had  taken  during  his 
voyage,  and  describing  more  fully  the  places  where  they  had 
touched  at  during  their  voyage*  Accordingly  he  has  produced  a 
very  entertaining  ,and  instructive  volume*  In  addition  to  that 
work,  he  has  written  a  complete  history  of  the  country  itself, 
from  its  discovery,  and  an  account  of  its  inhabitants,  their  cus- 
toms and  manners,  accompanied  with  an  historical  detail  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  English  colony,  from  the  foundation  to  its  pre- 
sent state, 

A  false  report  reached  Britain  that  Barrington  had  died  insane* 
lie  continued  in  the  station  in  which  the  Governor  had  placed 
him,  and  with  such  assiduity  discharged  the  duties  of  his  station, 
that  he  was  afflicted  with  an  asthmatic  complaint,  or  rather  a  ge- 
neral decay  of  nature,  which  at  last  brought  on  his*  dissolution.  His 
industry  and  care  are  evident  from  the  circumstance,  that  his  pro- 
perty,  sometime  previous  to  his  death,  consisted  of  twenty  acres 
of  ground  in  wheat,  thirteen  sheep-,  fifty.fi ve  goats,  and  two  mares. 


h  WILLIAM  JAMES. 

1Thts  young  man  was  the  son  of  a  gentleman  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  who  possessed  an  estate  about  three  hundred  pounds  a- 
year.  This  estate  was  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  property  of  a 
«ob!emanof  great  influence  in   the  political  world,   the  heir  of 
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whose  famtlywas  nearly  of  the- same  age  as  young-  James  •  aadbei 
ing  school.fellows,  the  latter  was  selected  as  the  young  noble, 
roan's  companion  ill  his  travels.1  In  the  hope  that  such  a  connec- 
tion would  secure  his  promotion,  James  and  his  friends  readily 
consented,  and  no  time  was  left  in  providing  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  their  departure.  They  visited  various  places  upon  the 
Continent,  and  remained  there  about  six  years.  But  upon  their 
return  home,  his  Lordship  was  attacked  with  a  violent  fever, 
which,  in  tbe  course  of  ten  days,  terminated  his  life.  This  disas- 
trous event  was  succeeded  by  the  failure  of  James's  father,  through 
want  of  prudence  in  the  management  of  his  affairs,  so  that  it  was 
doubtful  whether  or  not  he  could  pay  his  debts,  and  have  a  rever- 
sion for  his  own  maintenance.  The Hobkman  Sbove  alluded  to,  on 
the  death  of  his  son,  having  no  more  Use  for  our  young  adven- 
turer, he,  like  a  genuine  courtier,  then  treated  him  with  such 
neglect,  that  he  would  not  even  see  him,  and  when  applied  to  by 
letter,  he  would  not  acknowledge  the  promises  which  he  had 
made.  Thus  abandoned  to  remorse  and  indigence,  James  formed 
the  fatal  resolution  of  relinquishing  his  own  country  for  the  capital 
of  England,  .  Arrived  there,  the  gaming-table  soon  stripped  him 
of  every  shilling  in  his  possession,  and  upon  Finchley- Common 
be  endeavoured  to  recruit  his  exhausted  finances. 

He  was  successful  >  and  for  sometime  met  with  no  untoward  dr. 
cumstance  that  retarded  his  progress  in  the  path  of  depredation. 
At  last,  however,  associating  with  another  of  the  same  profession, 
he  was  attacked  and  wounded  in  attempting  to  rob  a  gentleman 
upon  Englefield ;  while  his  companion  was  apprehended,  tried, 
and  suffered  upon  Kennington.Common. 
.  By  this  wound  he  was  long  confined,  and  affliction  gave  birth  td 
serious  reflection;  so  that  he  began  to  retrace  the  various  steps  of 
his  former  life,  which  filled  him  with  sentiments  of  horror,  re- 
morse, and  self- contempt.  The  deformity  of  vice,  and  the  amia- 
bleness  of  virtue,  now  appeared  in  their  just  light,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  obeying  that  Omnipotent  Being  to  whose  bounty  he  owed 
his  existence,  by  whose  mercy  he  was  preserved,  and  by  whose 
power  he  was  protected.  Thus  he  resolved,  upon  the  restoration 
of  his  health,  to  act  a  very  different  part  from  what  he  had  done 
in  days  past,  and  in  as  far  as  possible  to  make  some  atonement 
for  his  former  dissolute  actions. 
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'••  With  these  laudable  resolutions,  he  returned  to  London,  where 
being  master  of  several  languages,  and  in  some  degree  acquainted 
with  the  world,  lie  fondly  hoped  to  be  able  to  gain  a  comfortable 
and  honest  subsistence.  But  with  all  bis  accomplishments,  and 
Jill  bis' exertions,  from  the  want  of  friends  to  recommend  him,  or 
persons  to  whom  reference  might  be  made,  he  was  totally  unsuot 
cessful.  He  alternately  endeavoured  to  be  tutor  in  a  prirate'fsu 
intiy,  usher  to  a  school,  writer  to-  a  newspaper,  translator  for  4 
bookseller^  interpreter  to  sea  captains,  clerk  -to  a  coal  wharf^ 
miter  at  a  tavern,  and  porter  to  an  inn ;  but  all  were  unsuccess- 
ful. He  tried  every  line,  and  every  line  failed  5  he  knocked  at 
every  xloor,  and  every  door  was  shut  against  him *  and,  after  much 
time  was  lost,  every  thing  of  value  pawned,  na^,  eveti  his  clothes^ 
r^no  deliverance,  bo  hope  appeared  to  brighten  the  dark  gloom, 
that-  surrounded  him/! 

•    During  this  melailchoty  season,  starving  and  naked,  he  rambled 
about  the  brick-fields  by  day,  and  was  at  night  compeitab?  to  re. 
main  under  a  hedge,  or  resort  to  the  glasshouses  foir  a  shelter 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.     He  was  however  fully  de- 
termined never  to  return  to  his  former  Courses.    In  this  distracted 
state  of  mind,  he  unfortunately  met  with  one  Wheeler1,  an  old  as*  < 
sociate,  who  suffered  for  his  crimes  at  York ;  this  man,  though  a 
profligate  character,  was- generously  affected  with  the  destitute  si- 
tuation of  James. — immediately  accosted  him,  and  took  him  home 
to  his  house  to  dinner.     He  supplied  him  with  clothes  and  other 
necessaries,  and  invited  him  to  dine  with  him  on  the  day  following. 
Penetrated  with  a  sense  of  fas  goodness,  James  waited  punc- 
tually at  the  appointed  hour.     After  dinner,  Wheeler,  without 
Ceremony y  proposed  that  he  Should  dress  as  a  clergyman,  obser- 
ving,-tftat. being  a  genteel  figure,  accumstomed  to  polite  company* 
and  conversant  in  foreign  languages,  he  could  not  fail  to  be  suCl 
cessful  upon    the   King's  birth-day,  which   was  near  at  hand: , 
These  persuasions,  his  own  hardships,  and  the  infatuation  na-  „ 
4ural  to  a  mind   which  has  once  been  corrupted,  operated  to 
gain  his  consent,   and  upon  the  ensuing  occasion  hie  commences  *j  * 
clerical  robber.     He  returned  in  the  evening  to  Wheeler,  loaded 
with  the  rich  spoils  acquired  in  consequence  of  his  unsuspected 
jdress.     His  success  soon  reconciled  him  to  this  renewal  of  depre* 
dation,  and  in  that  season  be  visited  all  the  watering  jpiaces,  and 
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though  Wheeler  shared  all  his  spoil,  yet  he  had  plenty  in  reserve 
for  himself.  Sometimes  in  the  character  of  clergyman,-  and  some- 
times in  that  of  an  officer,  he  continued  to  frequent  all  the  public 
places^  .until  he  was  detected  in  the  act  of  picking  a  gentleman's 
pocket,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  a  constable,  whom  be  bribed 
to  permit  him  to  escape. 

Upon  regaining  his  freedom,  he  went  to  the  Continent,  and  re- 
mained there  two  years;  but  we  are  not  furnished  with  materials 
to  ascertain  what  was  his  behaviour  there.  He  then  returned  to 
Cork  ;  and  rinding  upon  enquiry  that  no  legal  steps  had  been  car- 
ried on  against  him  in  his  absence,  he  revisited  London 

It  was  on  his  way  to  that  place  that  he  first  saw,  Bar  ring  ton,  and 
had  the  honour  of  being  introduced  to  him  in  the  manner  mention* 
ed  in  his  life  (p.  603),  and  of  associating  with  him  for  some  time. 
But,  upon  Barrington  becoming  acquainted  with  Lowe,  he  fonnd 
James  a  cumbersome  load  upon  his  hands,  therefore  he  was  de- 
sirous to  break  off  the  connection.  This  was  the  more  easily  ac- 
complished, as  James  secretly  felt  deep  remorse  at  his  improper 
conduct.  The  result  was,  that  abandoning  the  company  of  Har- 
rington, and  the  profession  in  which  he  had  been  reluctantly  en* 
gaged,  he  retired  to  a  monastery  upon  the  Continent,  and  termU 
pated  his  days  in  piety  and  pe^ce. 


,  PAUL  JONES. 

This  daring  pirate  was  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  but  entered 
into  the  service  of  Congress  during  the  American  war.  In  that 
service  he  so  distinguished  himself,  that  he  obtained  the  command 
of  a  privateer  called  the  Ranger,  fitted  out  at  Pitscalaqua,  in  New 
England,  carrying  eighteen  guns,  besides  swivels,  manned  with  a 
hundred  and  forty  hands.  Actuated  by  a  strong  spirit  of  revenge 
for  some  injuries  he  had  received,  he  arrived  at  Whitehaven  in 
1 778, — set  fire  to  one  of  the  vessels  in  the  harbour,  and  laid 
matches-  in  several  others,  with  the.  design  of  burning  both  the 
shipping  and  the  town.  Fortunately,  however,  a  man  belonging 
to  the  Ranger,  moved  with  compassion,  and  desirous  to  prevent  s* 
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much  mischief,  escaped,  and  about  three  in  the  morning  awoke 
the  inhabitants,  who,  with  no  small  difficulty,  extinguished  the 
flames  which  had  made  considerate  progress  in  one  vessel,  and 
would  certainly  have  speedily  communicated  to  all  the  rest,  and 
also  to  the  town.  Upon  examination,  the  person  who  fl«-d  from 
the  Ranger  declared,  that  the  Captain  had  informed  his  men,  that 
his  design  was  to  lay  Whitehaven  in  ashes,  to  seize  Lord  Selkirk, 
then  to  sail  for  Brest,  destroying  every  vessel  that  he  should  meet 
belonging  to  Great  Britain . 

Accordingly  a  party  of  between  thirty  and  forty  men  landed  the 
day  following,  and  pretended  to  be  a  press-gang,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing  all  the- servants  to  fly,  proceeded  to  Lord  Sel- 
kirk's-house,  beautifully  situated  in  St*  Mary's  Isle,  on  the  coast . 
of  Gallaway,  oposite  to  Whitehaven,  snrrounded  it,  while  three; 
men  entered  with  loaded  pistols  and  fixed  bayonets, — demanded  to 
see  th«  lady,  and.  upon  her  appearance,  with  a  mixture  of  rudeness 
and  civility,  informed  her  Ladyship  who  they  were,  and  requested 
that  all  her  plate  should  be  deli  re  red  to  them.  She  behaved  with 
great  composure  and  presence  of  mind,instantly  complied  with  their 
request,  and  upon  receiving  their  booty*  they  went  off  without  do* 
ingany  injury.  One  person  Supposed  to  have  been  once  a  waiter 
at  an  inn  in  Kirkcudbright,  was  present,  and  seemed  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  many  places. and  persons  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
leader  was  not  the  Captain  of  the  vessel,  but  he  informed  her  Lady* 
ship  of  his  intentions,  and  that  two  privateers  were  at  hand  who 
had  $et  fire  to  the  town  and  shipping  of  Whitehaven. 

From  this,  Paul  Jones  sailed  for  Belfast-loch,  and  entered  with 
a  hostile  intention,  but  finding  the  Drake  sloop.of-war  there  he 
hastened. out  again.  Ignorant  of  the  character  of  the  Ranger,  the 
Drake  sent  off  her  boat  and  press-gang  to  seise  her  men,  but  in- 
stead of  this  the  Ranger  seized  them,  and  carried  them  along,  with 
^her.  The  Drake  upon  this  pursued,  and,  upon  the  eviil'ng,  Came 
np  with  Paul  Jones,  and,  after  a  severe  engagement,  the  Drake 
was  constrained  to  strike.  Captain  Crawford  of  the  Cambraes,  was 
in  the  meantime  lying  in  Lochgair,  and  heard  the  firing,  but  before! 
he  arrived  within  sight,  the  privateer  was  making  off  with  the  Drake. 
From  some  fishermen  who  had  been  taken  upon  the  coast,  and 
set  at  liberty  he  obtained  full  intelligence  concerning  Paul  Jones; 
and  Captain  Crawford  hastened  to  convey  that  information  to  Cap* 
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tain  Gillies  of  the  Thetis  frigate,  who  went  in  quest  of  the  pirate, 
but  was  unsuccessful. 

In  August  of  the  following  year,  Paul  Jones  visited  the  Irish 
coast  with  a  force  of  three  vessels  ;  and  being  in  want  of  provi- 
sions and  fresh  water, — he  landed  a  number  of  his)  men,— carried 
off  a  number  of  sheep  and  oxen,  for  which  he  handsomely  paid  the 
owners,  and  set  off  without  doing  any  injury.  From  seven  men 
who  escaped  from  his  squadron,  intelligence  was  received  that  he 
had  sailed  from  France,  and  in  his  way  taken  four  prizes.  At  one 
of  the  same  day  seventeen  men  landed,  supposed  to  be  in  pursuit 
of  the  other  seven,  some  of  whom  were  seized  and  lodged  in  Tra- ' 
lee  jail.  Paul  Jones  having,  on  board  of  these  vessels,  a  force  of 
about  two  thousand  men,  it  seemed  to  be  his  design  to  coast  along 
and  to  burn  and  pillage  some  of  the  principal  towns. 

'  About  the  end  of  the  same  month,  one  of  his  ships  had  an  en- 
gagement with  the  Tartar  privateer  off  Corke  ;  but  the  rest  com- 
ing to  her  assistance,  {he  Tartar  escaped,  being  a  quick  sailor.  In 
the  month  of  September  he  was  seen  off  Lerwick  in  Shetland,  and 
from  the  island  of  Maisa  carried  away  a  boat  and  four  men.  He 
then  collected  his  forces  in  Brassa.Sound,  and  steered  to  the  south 
west. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  15  th  of  September,  an  express  arriv- 
ed at  Edinburgh,  with  the  information  that  three  ships  were  seen 
off  Eyemouth  in  the  afternoon  of  the  preceding  day,  who  had  taken 
two  prizes,  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  forty  or  fifty  guns  was  seen 
off  Dunbar,  within  seven  or  eight  miles  of  the  shore,  who  had  tak- 
en a  vessel  which  had  come  out  of  the  Firth.  Upon  the  16th 
they  were  seen  from  Edinburgh  sailing  up  the  Firth,  and  the  next 
morning  they  were  nearly  opposite  to  Leith, '  above  Inchkeith. 
According  to  Paul  Jones's  own  account  to  a  gentleman  at  Am- 
sterdam, his  intention  was  to  seize  the  shipping  in  the  harbour, 
and  to  set  fire  to  such  as  he  could  not  carry  off,  and  even  to  burn 
the  town,  if  he  could  have  effected  it.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  coast,  and  knew  that  there  was  no  force  able  to  oppose 
him,  stationed  in  that  quarter. 

But  Providence  baffled  the  designs  of  this  daring  and  avaricious 
pirate.  There  is  an  auecdote  related  worthy  of  record,  that  when 
the  pirate  and  his  ships  were  seen  off  Kirkaldy,  and  the  general 
consternation  and  tuuuUt  prevailed,  that  the  Rev.  Mr  Shirreff  of 
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that  place  went  to  the  sea. shore,  and  there,  in  an  earnest  and  so- 
lemn mariner,  prayed  that  the  Lord  would  raise  a  tempest  to  beat 
that  wicked  man  from  their  coast,  arid  that  he  w£s  scarcely  ended, 
when  a  violent  storm  blowing  from  the  sou  'h- west,  prevented  him 
from  effecting  his  purpose.     Whatever  effect  some  men  may  bef 
disposed  either  to  ascribe  or  refuse  to  the  supplications  of  the  ve^ 
nerable  old  clergyman  the  fact  is  certain,  that,  by  a  violent  wind 
from  that  quarter,  he  was  unable  to  accomplish  his  purpose  ;  and 
baying  been  tossed  all  day  in  the  Firth;  he  was  driven  down,*  and 
teas  out  of  sight  before  the  everting  of  that  day. 
•    The  capital  was  all  in  commotion,   and  in  one  day  three  batte- 
ries were  erected,  two  at  the  citadel,  and  one  near'  Newhavenj 
and  oh  which  were  mounted  thirty  guns,  besides  ether  artillery. 
The  corporations  of  Leith  petitioned  for  an  hundred  -tarid  of  arms 
for  each  corporation,*  all  the  military  and  scfamen  were  called  t6 
arms,  and  guards  were  placed  at  proper  Stations  during  the  whole 
6f  the  night  of  the  seventeenth.     Paul  Jones  took  several  prizes, 
which  after  plundering,  he  set  adrift.     This  squadron  was  seen 
tiff  several  parts  of  the  coast,  where  he  took  some  other  prizes* 
.    Upon  the  twenty  third  of  October  Captain  Pearson  of  the  S4« 
rapis,  being  off  Scarborough,  received  intelligence  by  a  letter, 
from  the  corporation  of  that  place,  that  .a  flying  squadron  was  off 
that  coast.     Upon  receiving  this  information,   he  endeavoured  to, 
get  between  the  enemy  arid  the  convoy  under  his  care,  and  was 
Successful.     The  convoy  then  made  the  best  of  their  way,  and  the 
Countess  of  Scarborough  having  joined  him,  ari  action  took  place^ 
In  which  Uncommon  bravery  and  skill  were  displayed  on  both 
sides.     The  pirates  were  so  severely  shattered,  that  they  were 
frequently  Upon  the  point  of  surrendering;  but  the  bold  and  inve- 
terate spirit  of  their  commander  would   dot  permit  them.     Paul 
Jones  gives  the  following  account  of  this  engagement  in  a  letter 
to  Dr  Franklin,  dated  oil  board  the  Serapis  in  the  Texel,   Oc- 
tober. 

"  On  the  23d  of  September,  we  perceived  a  fleet;  still  keeping 
my  tation  at  Fiamborough-head,  to  the  N.  6.  I  was  determined 
to  abandon  the  ships  which  lay  at  arichor  in  Burlington  bay,  and 
hoisted  the  signal  for  a  general  chface.  The  fleet  itself  now  very 
well  perceiving  that  we  bore  towards  it,  the  merchantmen*  betotafew 
ing  to  it  made  all  their  sail  to  the  shore ;  whilst  the  two  ships  of  war 

*  ftft 
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that  attended  them  for  convoy,  drew  off  from  the  coast,  and  put 
themselves  in  a  disposition  for  commencing  an  attack.  As  we  ap- 
proached the  enemy,  with  oar  6eils  out,  I  made  the  signal  for 
forming  the  line  of  battle ;  bat  with  all  my  eagerness  to  bring 
about  an  engagement,  I  could  not  come  op  with  the  Commodore's 
vessel  till  near  seven  in  the  evening.  When  I  came  within  pis* 
tol.shot  he  hailed  the  Bon  Homme  Richard ;  which  I  answered 
with  a  complete  broadside.  The  engagement  immediately  com* 
tneoced,  and  was  carried  on  with  equal  violence  and  lory  on  each 
side,  each  party  using  the  while  every  possible  manoeuvre  to  work 
himself  into  the.  most  advantageous  position  for  annoying  the  ene- 
my. I  am  compelled  to  acknowledge,  that  the  enemy's  vessel, 
by  various  manoeuvres,  infinitely  superior  to  those  of  the  Boo 
Homme  Richard,  gained  sometimes  the  advantage  of  situation,  in 
apite  of 'every  effort  I  could  make  to  the  contrary.  Being  en* 
gaged  with  an  enemy  very  much  my  superior,  I  found  myself  un- 
der the  necessity  of  being  as  close  as  I  could,  to  compensate  as 
.much  as  possible  for  the  inferiority  of  <ny  strength.  My  inten- 
tion was  to  place  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  plump  in  the  front  of 
.the  enemy's  vessel :  but  as  this  operation  required  much  address 
in  the  manner  of  managing  and  governing  t>ur  sails,  and  as  some 
of  our  yard-arms  were  by  that  time  gone,  I  could  not  succeed  in 
this  scheme  in  the  full  extent  I  at  first  intended.  The  bowsprit 
of  the  enemy  happening,  however,  to  come  within  a  tittle  of  the 
stern  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  I  availed  myself  of  this  oppor- 
portunity  to  fasten  the  two  vessels  together ;  and  the  wind  at  the 
same  time  upon  the  enemy  ship,  having  her  stern  plump  abreast 
of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  the  two  ships  met,  almost  fet  all  their 
parts,  their  yards  blended  with  each  other,  and  the  mouths  of 
their  cannon  respectively  touched  the  decks  of  each  vessel.  It 
was  about  eight  in  the  evening  when  this  circumstance  took  place. 
At  this  time  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  bad  received  several  eigh- 
teen pounders  under  water,  and  consequently  leaked  considera- 
bly. My  battery  of  twelve,  pounders,  upon  which  I  built  most, 
being  served  by  French  and  American  sailors,  were  entirely  si- 
lenced and  abandoned.  As  for  the  six  old  eleven. pounders, 
which  formed  the  battery  of  my  first  deck,  they  did  me  little  ser- 
vice ;  they  only  fired  eight  times  in  all  j  and  at  their  being  fisst 
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fired  two  of  them  burst,  and  killed  almost  all  the  men  appointed 
-for  their  service* 

"  Before  this,  Col.  de  Chamiliiard,  who  commanded  a  party  of 
twenty  soldiers  placed  on  the  poop,  had  abandoned  his  post,  after 
having  lost  all  his  men  except  fire* 

u  I  ha4  now  only  two  nine-pounders  that  were  in  condition  to 
fine}  these  were  placed  on  the  poop,  aud  during  the  whole  of  the 
action  we  made  use  of  but  one  large  cannon*  Mr  Mease,  the  pur. 
ser,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  guns  on  the  poop,  having  received 
&  dangerous  wound  on  the  head,  I  was  obliged  to  officiate  in  his 
Mead.      I  had.  great  difficulty  in  rallying  some  of  our  men  ;  but ' 
having  succeeded  in  drawing  our  cannon  from  the  leeward  batte* 
ry,  we  had  now  three  nine-pounders  to.  play  upon' the  battery. 
During  the  whole  engagement,  the  fire  from  this  small  battery  was 
seconded  only  by  that  of  our  men  from  the  masts,  where  Lieuten. 
ant  Stock  commanded.      I  directed  the  fire  of  one  of  the  three 
cannon,  charged  with  bullets,  against  the  enemy's;  main-mast; 
while  the  two  others,  which  were  well  supplied  with  case  shot, 
were  employed  in  endeavouring  to  silence  their  musketry,  and  ' 
clear  their  decks ;  which  they  at  last  effected.     I  learn,  that  at 
this  instant  the  enemy  was  upon  the  point  of  asking  quarter,  when 
the  cowardice'  or  perfidy  of  three  of  my  subaltern  officers  induced 
them  at  the  same  time  to  ask  it  of  the- enemy*     The  English  com* 
mender  asked,  me  if  I  asked  quarter  ;   and  upon  being  answered 
in  the  most  determined  manner  in  the  negative,  the  combat  was 
renewed  with  redoubled  fary.     They  were  not  able  to  keep  their 
decks  ;  bat  the  fire  of  their  cannon,  particularly  of  their  lower 
tier,  consisting   entirely  of  eighteen  pounders,    was  incessant. 
Both  vessels  were  on  fire  in, several  places,  and  the  spectacle 
which  they  exhibited  was  frightful  beyond  description*     In  order 
to  account  in  some  measure  for  the  timidity  of  the  subaltern  offi- 
cers, that'  is  to  say  of  the  master-carpenter,  the  head  gunner,  and 
tile  captain  of  the  soldiers,  I  ought  to  observe,  that  the  two  first 
were  dangerously  wounded ;  and  as  the  ship  had  received  several 
shots  below  water,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to  keep  pumping 
almost  incessantly,   the  carpenter  was  apprehensive  of  her  sink, 
ing,  in  which  opinion  the  two  others  concurring,  the  head  gunner 
ran,  without  my  knowledge,  to  the  poop,  in  order  to  strike  (he 
flag :  happily  for  me  a  shot  long  before  had  done  the  office  in  car. 
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rying  away  the  ensign,  so  that  be  was  obliged  to  call  for  quarter. 
During  all  this  time  le  Bon  Homme  Richard  sustained  the  en- 
gagement alone,  and  the  enemy's  ship  being  far  superior  in  force, 
could  easily  have  disengaged  herself  at  first,  as  appeared  by  their 
own  acknowledgement ,  and  which  they  could  have  effected  at 
last,  had  1  not  taken  care  to  lash  it  firmly  to  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard.  At  length,  between  nine  and  ten  in  the  evening,  the 
Alliance  appeared,  and  I  concluded  the  engagement  at  an  end, 
when,  to  my  great  astonishment,  she  fired  a  broadside  in  the  rear 
of  our  ship.  We  then  entreated  them  for  God's  sake  to  desist:— 
she  nevertheless  continued  her  fire.  We  then  threw  out  signals, 
three  lanthorns  in  a  horizontal  line,  one  in  the  front,  one  in  the 
rear,  and  one  in  the  middle  of  the  ship.  We  all  cried  with  one 
voice  to  inform  them  of  their  mistake.  She  passed  us,  still  conbw 
nuing  firing  j  one  of  her  broadsides  killed  eleven  of  my  best  men, 
and  wounded  a  good  officer.  My  situation  was  now  deplorable 
indeed :  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  received  several  shots  below 
water  from  the  Alliance  ;  the  pumps  were  not  sufficient  to  carry 
pff  the  water  ;  and  the  flames  kept  encreasing  on  board  the  two 
vessels.  Some  of  the  officers,  of  whose  courage  and  integrity  t 
had  no  doubt,  attempted  to  persuade  me  to  yield  ;  the  Captain, 
unknown  to  me,  released  all  the  prisoners  ;  and  it  must  be  con. 
fessed  that  my  prospect  began  to  be  truly  dreadful ;  but  I  was  de- 
termined not  to  submit.  The  enemy's  main-mast  began  to  totter, 
the  fire  on  board  their  ship  began  to  abate,  while  on'  the  contrary 
pur's  gained  ground.  At  last,  however,  between  ten  and  eleven 
in  the  evening  their  ship  struck  her  colours.  Their  ship  was  the 
Serapis  man  of  war,  commanded  by  the  brave  Commodore  Pear. 
son,  a  new  vessel,  mounting  44  guns,  built  in  the  new  style,  have 
ing  two  batteries,  the  lowest  of  which  consisted  entirely  of  eigh- 
feen-pounders. 

"  I  had  now  remaining  two  enemies  yet  more  formidable  than 
the  English,  fire  and  water.  The  Serapis  was  attacked  only  by  the 
first,  but  my  ship  was  attacked  by  them  both.  There  was  sii  feet 
of  water  in  the  nolo1;  and  though  the  wind  was  moderate,  we 
could  hardly,  with  the  three  pumps  we  had  left,  prevent  it  from 
encreasing  ;  While  the  fire,  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts,  extended  it- 
Self  till  it  reached  the.  powder-room.  1  caused  the  powder  to  be 
carried  upon  deck,  that  it  might  be  ready  to  throw  overboar4  *H 
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case  we  were  driven  to  extremities.     It  was  not  till  the!  next  day 
that  the  fire  could  be  got  under. 

"  As  to  the  condition  of  the  ship'in  other  respects,  the  rudder  was 
:  carried  away,  the  bars  of  the  ship  were  nearly  shot  away,  and  all    . 
the  wood-work  in  general,  from  the  main.mast  to  the  stern,  post, 
which  had  been  previously  considerably  damaged  by  the  weather, 
.  were  so  broken,  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine  the  actual  de- 
gree of  injury  they  all  together  sustained,  and  nothing  less  than 
ocular  testimony  could  give  a  true  idea  of  all  the  various  rum  and  ' 
destruction  which  this  single  day  had  produced.     Humanity  shud- 
ders at  the  prospect  of  such  peculiar  horrors,  and  issues  a  groan 
at  the  sad  and  terrible  effects  of  what  arises  from  war. 

"  When  the  carpenters,  and  others  of  judgment  in  these  matters., 
had  inspected  the  vessel,  which  operation  was  performed  about 
five  in  the  evening,  they  gave  their  report  unanimously,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  keep  the  Bon  Homme  Jlichard  afloat  for  such  a 
time  as  would  be  necessary  for  making  any  harbour  or  coast,  and 
that  the  attempt  would  be  dangerous,  should  the  wind  en  crease 
the  smallest  degree  in  the  world.  I  was,  however,  determined,  if 
it  was  possible,  to  keep  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  afloat,  and  to 
conduct  it  into,  some  port ;  with  that  view  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Pallas  was  placed  with  a  party  of  men,,  to  serve  the  pump,  and  - 
with  boats  in  readiness  to  receive  the  crew,  in  case  it  was  imprac. 
tible  to  save  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the  wiud  encreased  during  the 
sight,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  it  appeared  plainly  impos- 
sible to  hinder  this  good  ship  from  going  to  the  bottom.  The  men 
did  not  abandon  it  till  nine  o'clock.  The  water  then  rose  to  the 
upper  deck,  and  a  little  after  ten,  with  a  concern  which  no  words 
can  express,  I  entirely  lost  sight  of  her.  No  person  perished 
with  the  vessel,  but  it  was  impossible  to  save  any  of  the  provi- 
sions. I  lost  with  her  the  greatest  part  of  my  cl oaths,  money,  and 
papers.     Most  of  my  officers  have  lost  their  cloaths  and  effects. 

u  Capt.  Cottineau  had  an  engagement  with  the  Countess  of 
Scarborough,  and  took  her  after  an  hour's  contest.  The  Coun- 
tess of  Scarborough,  is  an  armed  vessel,  mounting  20  gnns,  six- 
pounders,  and  was  commanded  by  the  Lieutenant  of  the  King's 
ship. 

"  I  fqrgot  to  tell  you,  that  immediately  after  the  captain  had 
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come  on  boa*d  tie  Bon  Bomroe  Richard,  the  middle,  miien,  and 
scuttte.parts  of  the  Serapis  fell  into  the  sea*" 

In  this  disabled  state  Paul  Jones  with  difficulty  reached  the 
Texel,  and  anchored  there  upon  the  20th  October.  Upon  that 
same  day  he  appeared  upon  the  Exchange  at  Amsterdam.  He 
-was  dressed  in  an  American  uniform,  with  a  Scottish  bonnet  edged 
•with  gold.  Re  was  described  as  of  a  middle  stature,  stern  com*, 
tenance,  and  swarthy  complexion.  Upon  his  arrival  Sir  Joseph 
Yorke,  Ambassador  from  the  Coort  of  London,  presented  a  me- 
morial to  the  States  General,  stating,  that  there  had  lately  enter* 
ed  the  road  of  the  Texel,  two  of  the  King's  ships,  the  Serapis  and 
the  Countess  of  Scarborough,  which  were  attacked  and  taken  by 
one  Paul  Jones,  a  subject  to  the  king,  who,  according  to  the  trea* 
ties  and  the  laws  of  war,  falls  under  the  class  of  rebels  or  pirates. 
It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  appeal  to  their  Mightinesses  to 
demand  their  immediate  orders,  to  stop  in  the  Texel  these  vessels 
and  their  crews,  and  to  permit  the  wounded  to  be  sent  00  shore, 
the  expenses  of  which  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Ring  his  master. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  the  States  General  were  informed 
of  the.  vessels  in  question ;  that  for  a  Century  past  they  had  observe 
«d'the  strictest  neutrality,  and  were  resolved  not  to  interfere  be. 
tween  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  Colonies ;  but  that  as  Paul 
Jones  had  come  in  there  by  distress  only,  to  refit^  and  to  receive 
such  supplies  as  were  absolutely  necessary,  they  should  take  care 
that  he  should  be  provided  with  no  'military  stores,  and  also  that 
he  should  be  compelled  to  depart,  as  soon  as  he  was  prepared. 
They  also  gave  orders,  that  the  wounded  should  be  granted  all  the 
aid  and  accommodation  that  their  unhappy  situation  required. 

The  British  Ambassador  presented  a  new  memorlaF,  in  which  he 
thanked  the  States  for  their  kindness  towards  the  wounded,  renew* 
ed,  in  stronger  terms,  his  remonstrances,  ancLexpressed  a  hope, 
that,  upon  more  mature  reflection,  they  wouk}  perceive  the  equity 
pf  the  request  now  made  The  ambassador  then  remarked,  that 
th<>  character  pf  Paul  Jones,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  af. 
fair,  wpre  too  notorious  to  escape  the  knowledge  of  their  High 
Mightinesses :  That  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed  upon  their 
resolution,  in  giving  an  example  of  good  faithand  genuine  friend, 
ship  :  That  |iiv  master  was  always  desirous  to  cultivate- the  friend. 
shjp  of  the  iUpablic;  but  his  Majesty  felt  indignant  at  the  thought 
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of  any  of  his  subjects  being  imprisoned  fn  the  port*  of  the 
public,  by  a  man  of  no  character,— a  subject  of  Britain,  and  who 
•njoys  that  liberty  of  which  his  faithful  subjects  are  deprived. 

The  States  replied  in  language  similar  to  their  former  replf, 
bat  added  an  express  order  to  Paul  Jones  to  make  all  haste  to  leave 
the  Texe),  and  if  he  refused  to  obey,  they  certainly  would  employ 
force .  The  whole  of .  this  answer  was  drawn  with  great  art,  and 
strong  professions  of  a  determination  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrali- 
ty between  Britain  and  her  colonies*  Paul  Jones,  however,  evad- 
ed the  command  of  the  States  ;  for  when  they  were  about  to  cori- 
atrain  him  to  set  to  sea  with  his  ships,  he  informed  them  that  they 
were  no  longer  under  his  command ;  but  that  of  a  French  captain  ; 
so  that,  with  on  order  to  examine  his  papers,  the  matter  terminated. 

We  are  not  provided  with  materials  to  inform  our  readers  of  the 
future  adventftres,  and  the  ultimate  fate  of  this  wicked  and  darinfg 
pirate,  but  believe  that  he  died  some  years  ago*  in  poverty,  in  the 
United  States  of  America* 


WILLIAM  BRODIE. 

/ 

The  narrative  of  the  life  of  this  unfortunate  man,  may  be  com* 
inenced  in  the  appropriate  language  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Erskine, 
bis  counsel,  who  remarked, — "  That. the  situation  of  his  client 
presented  a  most  astonishing  moral  phenomenon  :  That  a  man  de, ' 
fceoded  from  a  respectable  family,  in  a  rank  of  life  infinitely  remote 
from  indigence,  of  a  creditable  employment,  and  filling  offices  of 
honour  and  rank  among  his  fellow. citizens  ;«—that  such  a  person 
should  be  guilty  of  the  crime  charged*  would  require  a  very  strong 
proof  indeed.  But  if  his  guilt  should  be  established,  his  rank  in. 
life  was  undoubtedly  an  aggravation  of  his  crime." 

To  a  certain  extent,  however,  his  celebrated  counsel  was  obliged 
to  admit  the  shame,  though  not  the  guilt,  of  his  unfortunate  client* 
From  an  early  part  of  his  life,  he  had  imbibed  an  unhappy  pro  pen. 
sity  to  gambling,  and  to  this  vice  he  had  reason  to  ascribe  his  unT 
happy  situation,  which  had  subjected  him  to  the  lowest  and  most 
nnprinci  led  connections? — -persons  who  had  attempted  to  sacrifice 
him  to  their  own  safety.     la  the  coune  of  indulgiug  this  propen* 
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sity,  Brodie  associated  with  a  professed  gaining  club,  and  almost 
.every  night,  at  a  house  which  afes  the  common  receptacle  of* the 
most  worthless  part  of  the  community,  and  Which,  for  the  goo<J.  of 
society,  Ought  to  be  rased  to  the  foundation?  Brodie,  however, 
was  by  no  means  singular  in  his  attachment  to  this  vjce;  persons 
of  the  highest  rank  scruple  not,  in  gambling,  to  associate  with 
highwaymen  and  pickpockets ;  for.  the  dice,  Kk^dealh,  levels 
all  distinctions  ;  and  it  was  but  very  lately  that  a  gentleman  of 
three  thousand  a-year,  was  detected  in  using  loaded  dice,  and 
obliged  to  fly  his  country. 

From  the  evidence  produced  in  his  triaf,  it  appeared  that  Wil. 
liam  Brodie  had  been  concerned  in  several  robberies,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Smith,  who  suffered  along  with  him,  and  Brown  and 
Aim  lie )  who  both  turned  King's  evidence.     Brown  discovered  a 
number  of  keys  concealed  below  a  stone  at  Salisbury  Craigs,  which 
that  gang  had  employed  in  their  depredations*    Smith  also  showed 
an  iron  crow,  and  a  pair  of  curling  iron,*,  which  were  occasionally 
employed  for  similar  purposes.     Upon  the  5th  of  March  1788, 
these  four  associates  broke  into  the  General  Excise  Office  of  Scot- 
land, and  extracted  money  to  the  amount  of  about  sixteen  pounds, 
consisting  of  bank-notes,  silver,  and  half-pence.     Upon  report  of 
the  robbery,  and  the  detection  of  some  concerned,  Brodie  fled  to 
London,  and  was  pursued  by  Mr  Williamson  the  messenger,  who 
was  unsuccessful  in  his  pursuit.     He  remained  concealed  with  a 
female  friend  in  London,  for  ten  days,  during  which  time  he  twice 
saw  the  messenger  who  was  in  pursuit  of  him.    He  then  one  even* 
ing  went  down  the  river  in  a  boat,  disguised  as  an  elderly  gentleman 
\ery  much  indisposed,  and  was  put  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for 
Scotland.     But  when  the  ship  was  clearly  at  sea,  he  delivered  a 
letter  to  the  master  from  his  owners,  ordering  him  to  steer  direct- 
ly for  Flushing,  where  he  was  safely  landed.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, for  him,  he  delivered  a  packet  of  letters  to  Mr  Geddes,  a  pas- 
senger, who  was  in  the  vessel  along  with  him,  who  upon  his  return 
'to  Scotland  opened  the  same,  and  thus  led  to  his  discovery..  Infor- 
mation was  sent  to* Sir  John  Potter,  the  British  consul  at  Ostend, 
aud  Brodie  was  traced  from  Flushing  to  Middleburg,  from  thence 
to  Amsterdam,  and  he  was  taken  into  custody,  just  when  about  to 
embark  for  America.  He  had  assumed  the  name  of  Dixon,  and  had 
takeu  other  precautions  to  conceal  himself,  but  his  unfortunate 
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letters  conducted  him  to  hisjaje*  tQne  Mr  Duncan  from  Aber- 
deen, declared,  before-  the  magistrates  of  Amsterdam,  that  he  fre- 
quently visited  Edinburgh,  on  business,  and  that  eight,  ten,  or 
.  twelve  years  ago,  the  man  who  now  called  himself  John  Dixon , 
.  was  pointed  out  to  him  as  Deacon  Brodie ;  that  he  had  seen  him 
several  times  afterwards,  and  verily  believed  that  he  was  the  same 
person.  Upon  examination,  Brodie  also  admitted,  that  he  knew 
Mr  William  Walker  of  London  ;  and  Mr  Graves,  who  was  sent 
from  London  to  bring  him  back,  proved,  by  letters  in  his  posses- 
sion, that  that  same  gentleman  procured  his  escape  from  London, 
.  and  Brodie,  in  addition  to  this,  having  indirectly  admitted,  that 
his  true  name  was  BrWie,-—  the  magistrates  were  satisfied  that  he 
was  the  person  requested  to  be  delivered  up.  Brodie,  then,  being 
properly  secured,  was  delivered  to  Mr  Graves,  conveyed  in  a  car. 
riage  to»HeIvoet,  and  haviog  his  hands  and  arms  bound,  he  was 
.  guarded  two  hours  alternately  by  the  sailors  of  the  packet,  and  ar- 
rived safely  at  Harwich,  an'd  from  thence  was  conveyed  to  London, 
where  he  acknowledged,  before  Mr  Langland,  solicitor,  and  Sir 
Samson  Wright,  that  he  was  William  Brodie,  the  persop  adver. 
tised  as  concerned  in  robbing  the  Excise  of  Scotland.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly committed  to  Tothill -fields  Bridewell,  where  he  remain- 
ed, until  carried  to  Edinburgh  by  Mr  Williamson  the  messenger, 
fie  remained  in  prison  until  the  27th  of  August,  when  his  trial 
came  on  before  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary. 

The  public  attention  was  so  much  excited,  that  every  part  of 
the  Court  was  filled  at  an  early  hour.  A  detachment  of  the  mi- 
litary from  the  castle;  lined  the  passage  from  the  prison  to  the  Par- 
liament. House,  At  a  quarter  before  nine,  Brodie  along  with 
Smith,  were  brought  in  chairs,  attended  by  a  party  of  the  city;, 
guard:  Brodie  was  dressed  in  a  dark  blue  coat,  a  fancy  vest, 
black* sattin  breeches,  white-silk  stockings,  and  his  hair  full  dress- 
ed :  Smith  was  dressed  in  a  very  plain  manner  :  The  former  ap- 
peared easy  and  confident, -^-the  latter  timid  and  dejected. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  uninteresting  to  give  a  narrative  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  trial  ;  but  we  shall  give  such  an  abridgment 
as  will  present  our  readers  with  a  pretty  full  view  of  the  whole. 
Andrew  Jinslie  and  John  Brown*  who  had  been  accomplices, 
were  among  the  principal  witnesses.  The  former  deponed,  that 
he  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  prisoners  :  That  in  March 
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last,  Smith,  Brodie,  Brown,  and  himself,  formed  the  plan  of  rob* 
bing  the  Excise  :  That  upon  the  5th  of  March  they  met  at  Smith** 
boose  for  that  purpose.  The  plan  was,  that  Brown  and  Smith 
should  go  into  the  house :  That  the  witness  was  to  watt  in  the 
court-yard  to  give  the  alarm  in  case  of  danger,  and  Brodie  to  re« 
main  inside  the  door  to  communicate  the  alarm  to  those  in  the  of- 
fice :  That  he  and  Brown  watched  the  doors  of  the  EJarise  for 
some  nights  previous  to  the  robbery,  and  discovered  that  betweea 
the  hours  of  eight  and  ten  at  night,  there  was  no  person  in  the  of- 
fice, the  officers  retiring  at  eight,  and  the  watchmen  coming  on  it 
ten  :  That  on  the  above-mentioned  night,  about  six  o'clock,  be 
and  Brown  went  to  fetch  a  plough. coulter,  which  they  bad  pre. 
viously  stolen  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Duddingston,  and  hid  in 
Salisbury  Craigs,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  door:  That  they 
met  in  Smith's  house  ;  Brodie  was  dressed  in  black,  bad  a  pistol, 
and  was  singing  a  highwayman's  song  :  That  after  dogging  the 
porter  home,  they  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  their  plan,  each 
to  his  station,  as  formerly  stated  :  The  witness,  who  stood  in  the 
courtyard,  was. to  give  one  whistle,  if  only  one  man  appeared, 
that  they  might  secure  him;  and  if  jl  signal  for  retreat,  three: 
"That  Smith  and  Brown  went  into  the  cashier's  room,  and' Brodie 
stood  inside  of  the  outer  door :  That  while  he  watched,  he  saw*a 
man  run  hastily  into  the  office,  which  alarmed  him  much,  and  pre- 
sently he  saw  another  man  come  running  out,  which  he  thought 
was  to  call  assistance ;  he  then  gave  the  signal  for  retreat,  and 
Tan  off.  He  went  down  to  St.  John's  street  to  meet  his  compa- 
nions, supposing  they  would  escape  by  the '  windows  ;  and  not 
meeting  them  there,  went  directly  to  Smith's  bouse,  but  none  of 
them  were  arrived,— -went  back  to  the  Excise,  found  all  quiet, 
and  again  went  to  Smith'**  where  he  found  Brown  and  Smith,  who 
accused  him  and  Brodie  of  deserting  their  posts  :-»-dtd  not  see  Bro- 
die that  nrght  again,  but  supped  with  Brown  at  Mr  Fraser*s  fa 
the  New  Town  :  Saw  Brodie  next  morning,  and  mentioned  bis 
leaving  his  post,  which  he  denied.  That  in  the  afternoon,  when 
he  received  a  pipe  to  make  the  signals  from  Brodie,  the  latter  was 
dressed  in  light  coloured  clothes,  which  he  afterwards  changed  to 
black  ones  :  That  he  received  his  share  of  the  booty ;  viz.  one 
fourth  from  Brodie,  together  with  some  money  he  owed  him : 
That  there  was  a  Gtesgow.  five  pound  note  in  th*  payment*     Oh 
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$u  note  libelled  on  being  .about  to  be  presented  to  the-  witness* 
the  Itean  o/  Faculty  (Henry  Erskioe)  objected,— That  it  wee 
the  note  of  a  private  company,  And  not  a  bank-note,  as  described 
In  the  indictment.  The  Court  sustained  the  objection.  The  wit* 
pees  farther  deponed,  that  Smitb»  Brown,  and  himself,  had  crapes 
lor  their  fac.es,  and  loaded  pistols,  and  that  he  did  not  remember 
who  planned  the  robbery. 

It  was  objected  to  Bmwn'Jyeing  produced  in  evidence,  (as  it  had 
previously  been  objected  to  Ainslie,)  that  he  was  an  accomplice, 
and  endeavoured  to  criminate  the  prisoners  in  order  to  save  himself, 
To  him  it  was  farther  objected,  that  he  had,  been  convicted  of  fe- 
lony at  the  Old  BaUey,  and  sentenced  for  transportation,  that, 
upon  his  own  confession,  he  had  been  banished  Stirlingshire  for 
stealing,  therefore,  he  was  disqualified  from  being  a  witness  in  any 
cause.  In  reply  to  this,  his  Majesty's  pardon  was  produced ;  but 
it  was  contended,  that  the  infamy  could  not  be  done  away,  and  he 
still  remains  a  man  unworthy  of  credit,  in  whom  the  Jury  could 
place  no  confidence. 

The  Lord  Advocate  contended,  that,  by  the  law  of  England, 
iris  Majesty's  pardon  gave  the  person  a  new  credit  and  capacity, 
and  took  away  the  effects  of  any  former  sentence ;  which  doctrine, 
lie  exemplified  by  a  variety  of  authorities  from  English  law  books ; 
and  that  if  the  witness  was  restored  to  credibility  in  the  country 
where  the  crime  was  committed,  it  was  absurd  to  say,  that  he  was 
infamous  in  Scotland ;  nay,  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  he 
insisted  that  no  pardon  was  necessary  to  qualify  him  to  be  an  evi* 
dence  in  this  country,  where  nothing  could  render  a  person  in* 
feaious,  or  disqualify  him  from  being  a  witness,  but  the  sentence 
of  a  Supreme  Court  in  Scotland. 

On  the  Contrary,  the  counsel  for  Brodie  contended,  that  it  ap. 
peared  to  him  a  most  extraordinary  doctrine,  that  the  King's  par* 
•don  restored  the  credibility  of  the  person  pardoned.  He  had 
heard  that  the  King  could  create  a  nobleman,  but  that  he  could 
not  make  a  gentleman;  much  less  could  his  Royal  pardon  convert 
a  hardened  villain  into  an  honest  man.  The  pardon  could  not  alter 
the  nature  of  the  criminal ;  as  well  might  the  Ethiopian  change  his 
skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots.  Can  it  be  supposed,  that  this 
amiable  prerogative,  placed  In  the  hands  of  the  King  for  the 
wisest  of  purposes,  and  to  be  exerted  by  him  as  the  Father  of  his 
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people,  should  have  the  effect  to  let  loose  persons  upon  society, 
as  honest  and  as  respectable  men,*— as  men  who  may  be  witnesses, 
may  be  jurymen,  who  may  decide  upon  your  lives  and  my  life  to- 
morrow, though  these  persons  were  yesterday,  •  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  and  in  the  eye  of  reason,  held  as  villians,  as  wretches  guilty, 
and  fitted  to  perpetrate  the  most  abominable  crimes.  My  Lord 
Advocate  has  talked  of  their  obtaining  a  new  credit  by  the  par- 
don. What  is  this,  my  Lords?  Can  it  be  a  credit  to  cheat,  to 
rob,  and  to  plunder  ?  To  suppose  a  pardon  to  such  effects,  is  to 
suppose  it  the  most  unjustifiable  of  all  things,  and  have  to  say  that  a 
piece  of  parchment,  with  a  seal  dangling  at  it,  qr  a  man  being  on 
this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed,  made  him  an  hooester  man 
or  more  worthy  of  credit,— was  a  proposition  hostile  to  reason 
and  common  sense. 

The  Judges  delivered  their  opinions,  and  remarked,  that  as  a 
pardon  qualified  a  man  to  bear  witness  in  England,  so  it  behoved 
to  qualify  him  in  Scotland  ;  therefore,  they  repelled  the  objection* 
Brown  was  accordingly  admitted  as  a  witness,  and  corroborated 
the  facts  deponed  to  by  Ainslie* 

Smith's  declarations  were  then  read,  which,  agreed  with  the 
evidence  of  Ainslie  and  Brown,  with  several  additional  circum- 
stances, all  tending  to  the  principal  facts.  Likewise,  the  letters 
written  by  Brodie  from  Flushing,  and  his  declaration  before  the 
Sheriff,  in  which  he  neither  admitted  nor  denied  the  letters,  and 
gave,  as  the  reason  for  his  absconding  that,  as  he  was  known  to 
be  intimate  with  the  persons  accused  of  robbing  the  Excise,  he  did 
not  know  how  far  their  machinations  might  entangle  him,  . 

Instead  of  detailing  the  separate  facts  sworn  by  the  witnesses, 
the  evidence,  as  summed  up  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  will  give  a 
brief  and  distinct  view.  That  learned  Lord  said,  that  after  so 
long  and  fatiguing  a  sederunt,  he  would  trespass  as  little  as  possible 
upon  the  time  of  the  Jury.  The  peculiar  situation  of  one  of  the 
prisoners,  would  doubtless  suggest  some  painful  sensations  ;  bat  it 
-was  of  no  consequence  as  to  the  point  immediately  before  them. 
One  of  the  pannels,  Smith,  was  a  stranger,  and  little  known ^  and 
'  for  him,  scarcely  any  defence  Jias  been  attempted ;  indeed,  his  own 
declarations  were  so  strong  and  consistent,  and  so  fully  corrobo- 
rated by  all. the  other  evidence,  that  he  would  not  say  more 
cerning  him. 
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'  Brodie,  the  other  prisoner,  stood  in  a  very  different  situation. 
At  the  head  of  an  employment  which  placed  him  far  above  the  . 
reach  of  want,  and  in  a  station  that  entitled  Mm  to  be  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  it  was  surely  no  excuse  that  he  had  yielded 
to  temptation,  and  fallen  into  bad  company.     The  crime  with 
which  he  had  been  charged,  Had  been  substantiated  in  the  clearest 
manner,  even  independent  of  the  witnesses,  to  whom  objections  had 
been  made.     His  intimate  connection  with  the  parties  ;  his  being 
in  Smith's  house  the  night  of  the  robbery  ;  his  change  of  dress  that 
night  y  his  interview  with  his  foreman,  when  lie  so  eagerly  enquired 
what  he  had  heard  concerning  the  robbing  of  the  Excise ;  and  his 
clandestine  escape  upon  the  same  day  ;  his  being  traced  to  Lon- 
don, and  a  ship  altering  her  course  to  convey  him  to  Holland ;  let* 
ters  written  by  him' under  a  fictitious  name  ;  and,  above  all,  his 
direct  confession,  in  one  of  these  letters,  that  he  had  no  concern  in 
tte' depredations  of  Smith,  Brown,  and  Ainslie,  but  in  the  last  fa- 
tal one,  which '  could  only  relate  to  the  Excise  robbery ;— these 
surely  were  circumstances  incompatible  with  innocence,  and  which 
could  leave  no  doubt  of  his  guilt  in  the  minds  of    the   jury. 
The  alibi  which  had  been'  attempted  to  be  proved,  was  also  de- 
fective in  many  points.     His  brother-in-law,  was  at  best  an  excep- 
tionable witness,  and  at  any  rate,  his  evidence  was  not  inconsis- 
tent'with  the  fact  libelled,  as  that  did  not  happen  till  about  eight 
o'clock.     Jean  Watt  and  her  maid  were  also  exceptionable  wit- 
nesses, considering  the  situation  in  which  the  former  stood  to  the 
prisoner;  having  had  several  children  by  him.     They  also,  in  some  . 
points,  contradicted  each  other,  and  were  both  contradicted  by  the 
evidence  of  Mr  Sheriff,   who  had  said,  that  Brodie  dined  with 
him  upon  the  Thursday,  and  remained  with  him  until  1 1  at  night ; 
whereas  the  maid  said,  that  he  had  called  at  her  mistress's  house, 
and  the  mistress  had  asserted,  that  she  had  not  seen  him  from  the 
Thursday  morning  till  the  Saturday. 

The  Counsel  for  Brodie  said,  the  evidence  which  had  been  pro- 
duced divided  itself  into  three  parts  ;  the  direct  evidence  of  Ainslie 
and  Brown  ;  the  collateral  circumstances  \  and  the  proof  of  an  alibi. 
Upon  thejirst,  he  had  anticipated  almost  every  thing  relating  to  the 
evidence  of  Brown  and  Ainslie.    For  along  time  after  Ainslie  was 
first  examined  by  the  Sheriff,  he  persisted  in  maintaining  the  inno- 
cence of  Brodie ;  nor  was  |t  until  he  learned  that  he  was  appre- 
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headed,  and  until  he  was  informed,  that  to  criminate  him,  was  the 
only  means  to  save  his  own  life,  that  he  uttered  a  syllable  tending 
to  infer  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner ;  Is  therefore,  his  evidence  tie 
better  to  be  believed,  that  it  was  wrung  from  him  by  the  fear  of 
death,  or  wrought  out  of  him  by  the  hopes  of  life*?  The  evidence 
of  Brown  is,  if  possible,  still  more  unworthy  of  credit.  A  more 
hardened  or  determined  villain  can  hardly  be  figured.  When  giv- 
ing his  evidence,  he  appeared  more  like  a  man  rehearsing  and  ex- 
patiating upon  the  patriotic  acts  he  had  performed  for  the  good  of 
his  country,  than  a  criminal  unfolding  the  black  history  of  his  ini- 
quities. It  is  in  proof,  that  he  was  sentenced  to  be  transported 
for  felony  ;  that  a  presentment  by  the  Grand  Jury,  stands  against 
him  for  another  felony,  and  that  he  was  banished  for  theft,  on  his 
own  confession  from  Stirlingshire.  The  witness  knew  that  ho 
was  liable  to  be  hanged  for  not  transporting  himself,  and  it  became 
of  infinite  importance  for  him  to  obtain  a  pardon.  He  had  first 
made  this  attempt,  by  informing  only  against  Smith  and  Ainslie. 
Finding,  however,  that  this  had  not  answered  'his  purpose,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  fix  upon  a  person,  whose  character  and  si. 
tuation  would  excite  public  attention,  and  whose  punishment 
would  become  an  object*  Mr  Brodie**  acquaintance  with  the 
witness,  and  his  recent  retreat  from  the  country,  suggested  him  to 
Brown  as  a  proper  person  to  fix  an  accusation  upon }  and,  he  was 
not  mistaken ;  for,  it  had  completely  answered  his  purpose,  and 
secured  his  pardon  for  past  offences :  Concerning  the  effects  of  that 
pardon,  he  would  not  repeat  what  has  been  already  said.  Such 
being  the  characters  and  situations  of  the  direct  evidence,  it  was 
surely  entitled  to  no  degree  of  credit. 

If  there  was,  therefore,  no  credit  due  to  the  direct  evidence  of 
Brown  and  Ainslie,  the  collateral  proof  would  be  found  exceed, 
ingjy  defective  indeed.  The  chief  witness  w*&Gr*kam  Campbell, 
servant  to  Smith,  but  her  evidence  amounted  to  nothing  ;  for  she 
was,  not  only  perfectly  inconclusive  with  regard  to  time,  but 
stood  contradicted  with  regard  to  a  very  material  fact.  She  had 
said, — That  some  few  nights  before  she  was  apprehended,  she  saw 
Mr  Brodie  in  her  master's  house  with  Brown  and  Ainslie  :  That 
after  sometime  they  went  out  and  returned  in  an  hour  or  Jtwo : 
That  Brodie  returned  along  with  then*;  and  they  supped  all  to- 
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turn }  yet  Brown  and  Ainslie  both  concur  in:  saying,  that  they  did 
not  see  Brodie  again  that  evening,  after  the  robbery  was  commit- 
ted   and  that  he  did  not  return  to  Smith's  with  them  ;  dot  do  the 
letters,  said  to  hate  been  written  by  the  prisoner,  contain  any_ 
thing  that  can  bring  home  {o  him  the  present  charge  :  They  prove, 
that  he  was  avoiding  his  native  land  im  That  he  was  anxious  for  the 
fate  of  those  abandoned  men  :  That  he  was  afraid  they  would  ac- 
cuse him  J  but  he  expressly  supposes  a  false  accusation.     In  one 
of  these  letters,  he  indeed  says*  that  he  had  no  accession  to  any  of 
their  depredations,  except  the  last  fatal  one  ;  but  the  terms  of  this    . 
acknowledgment  destroy  even  the  possibility  that  the  prisoner  could ' 
refer  to  the  breaking  of  the  Excise  Office  y  for  he  expressly  says, 
that  he  lost  ten  pounds  by  it.     The  allusion*  therefore,  could  ottv 
\y  ap£iy  to  their  gambling ;  and  particularly  to  their  depredation* 
upon  Hamilton  the  chimney-sweeper,  who  had  an  action  depend* 
ing  against  him  for  using  loaded  cfice. 

With  respect  to  the  alibi,  it  was  perfectly  conclusive ;  for  Jean 
Watt  and  her  servant,  both  unexceptionable  witnesses^  concur  in 
proving,  that  on  the  night  of  the  robbery  Mr  Brodie  came  to 
Watt's  house,  just  as  the  eight  o'clock  bell  was  ringing,   and  was 
not  out  again  until  nine  o'clock  next  morning ;  which  establishes 
as  clear  an  alibi  as   it  is  possible  to  conceive.      Mr  Erskin* 
concluded,*  by  expressing  his  hopes,  that  the  Jury  would  find, 
upon  a  fair  review  of  the  evidence,  nothing  to  warrant  their  re- 
turning a  verdict  that  would  afFect  the  life  of  his  unfortunate  client. 
About  five  in  the  morning,  the  Justice  Clerk  (Braxfield)  began 
to  sum  up  the  evidence,  which  he  did  almost  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  Lord  Advocate  had  done  before^  and  concluded *with  desir- 
ing the  Jury  to  return  such  a  verdict  as  their  own  good  sense  and 
consciences  should  dictate.     The  Jury  were  enclosed  about  half 
an  hour.     At  one  o'clock  next  day,  they  returned  an  unanimous 
verdict,  Ending  the  prisoners  guilty. 

The  Lord  Justice- Clerk  delivered  a  solemn  address  to  the? 
prisoners,  lamenting  their  unhappy  fate,  and  exhorting  all  who 
heard  him  tp  take  warning  by  the  fete  bf  these  unhappy  men  ;  to 
beware  of  dissipation  and  gambling,  which  had:  brought  the  unfor- 
tunate persons  to  their  untimely  and  ignominious  end;!  They  had  ha* 
a  fair  trial^  and  able  counsel,  who  had  exerted  all  that  genius  ami 

ingenuity  Goajd  do  in  their  behalf,  of  which  they  tbeA&dvt*  «** 

*  -  »•■.••• 
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be  sensible*  He  recommended  to  them  to  employ  the  short  time 
they  had  in  begging  mercy  of  Heaven ;  their  crimes  had  been 
great,  but  the  mercies  of  God  were  likewise^  great*  He  lamented 
the  necessity  he  was  under  of  pronouncing  the  sentence  of  the 
Jaw,  which  was,  that  they  should  be  hanged  at  the  common  place 
of  execution  at  Edinburgh",  on  the  first  day  of  October  Heat. 
Here  Brodie  discovered  some  inclination  to  address  himself  to  the 
court,  but  was  restrained  by  his  counsel.  Bis  behaviour,  during 
the  whole  trial,  was  perfectly  collected.  He  was  respectful  to 
the  Court,  and,  when  any  thing  ludicrous  occurred  in  the  erii 
dence,  smiled  as  if  he  had  been  an  indifferent  spectator.  His 
demeanour,  upon  receiving  the  dreadful  sentence,  was  equally 
cool  and  determined,  wbjle  Smith  was  much  affected*  Brodie 
was  carried  back  to  prison  in  a  chair. 

Between  the  period  of  his  receiving  his  sentence,  and  his  death, 
Brodie  appeared  to  possess  an  undaunted  resolution  ;  nay,  even 
sometimes  turning  his  situation,  and  the  manner  of  bis  exit,  into 
ridicule,  by  calling  it  a  leap  in  the  dark,  and  that  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death*  He  declared  that,  notwithstanding  the  cen- 
sures and  opinions  of  the  world,  he  was  innocent  of  every  crime 
except  tijat  for  which  he  was  condemned,  and  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tenuate his  guilt  by  saying,  that  the  crime  for  which  he  suffered 
was  hot  a  depredation  committed  upon  an  individual,  but  upon 
the  public,  who  could  not  be  injured  by  the  small  trifle  of  which 
the  Excise  was  robbed. 

He  appeared  to  entertain  no  hopes  of  a  pardon*  On  the 
Friday  before  his  execution,  he  was  visited  by  his  daughter,  a 
girl  about  ten  years  of  age,  and  here  nature  and  the  feelings  of  a 
father,  rose  superior  to  every  other  consideration,  and  the  falling 
tear  gave  proofs  of  his  sensibility.  :  He  embraced  her  with 
emotion,  and  blessed  her  w^th  the  warmest  affection.  On  the 
Sabbath  before  his  execution,  he  enjoyed  his  usual  composure  and 
firmness,  and  being  visited  by  a  friend,  gave  directions  concern* 
ing  his  funeral.  It  was  reported  that  he  intended  to  injure  his 
own  life,  but  he  abhorred  the  very  thought,  and  often  declared 
that  he  would  not  launch  into  eternity  with  the  crime  of  self-mur- 
der upon  his  head  ;  and  that  he  would  with  calmness  and  com* 
posure  submit  to  the  sentence  of  the  laws  of  his  country*  Nor 
was  his  high  spirits,  or  daring  resolution,  the  effects  of  any  adven- 
titious aid,  because  he  rather  Jived  abstemiously  than  otherwise. 
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The  fatal  iky  at  last  arrived.  About  eleven,  Us  irons  were 
taken  off,  and  being  visited  by  a  few  friends*  be  conversed  with 
great  composure*  He  wrote  a  distinct  letter  to  the  Lord  Pro* 
vost,  requesting  that  some  persons,  whom  he  named,  might  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  him,  and  to  take  charge  of  his  body,  and  that  it 
should  be  allowed  to  be  carried  off  immediately  when  taken  down, 
which  was  readily  granted.  About  two  he  left  his  room,  and 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  the  prisoners  appeared  upon  the 
platform,  preceded  by  two  of  the  magistrates  in  their,  robes,  with 
white  staffs,  attended  by  the  Rev,  Dr.  Hardy,  one  of  the  ministers 
of  Edinburgh,  and  the  Rev.  Mr  Cleive,  of  the  Episcopal  persuasion, 
in  their  gowns,  and  also  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Hall.  When  Brodie.  came 
to  the  scaffold,  he  bowed  politely  to  the  magistrates  and  to  the  people. 
He  was  genteelly  dressed  in  black,  with  his  hair  fully  powdered. 
Smith  was  dressed  in  white  linen,  trimmed  with  black.  After 
some  time  spent  in  prayer  by  the  clergymen,  Brodie  prayed  a 
short  time  by  himself.  Smith  mounted  the  steps  slowly,  but 
Brodie  with  briskness  and  agility,  and  examined  the  dreadful  ap- 
paratus with  attention,  and  particularly  the  rope  designed  for 
himself.  The  ropes  being  too  short,  he  stepped,  or  rather  jumped, 
down  to  the  platform,  and  entered  into  conversation  with  his 
friends.  He  then  sprung*  up  again,  and  the  rope  being  still  too 
short,  he  ence  more  descended,  and  shetfed  some  signs  of  impa- 
tience. During  this  dreadful  suspense,  Smith  remained  in  a  de- 
votional and  penitent  manner  upon  the  drop.  Brodie  having  a 
third  time  ascended,  he  then  assisted  the  executioner  to  adjust  the 
rope,  took  a  friend  who  stood  by  him  by  the  hand,  bade  him  fare- 
well, and  requested  that  he  Would  acquaint  the  world  that  he  died 
like  a  man.  He  then  drew  his  cap  over  his  head,  and  placed 
himself  in  an  attitude  of  firmness  and  resolution.  The  signal  was 
given,*  ancTboth  suffered  the  sentence  of  the  law.  The  execution 
was  conducted  with  unusual  solemnity,  the  great  bell  tolling  all 
the  time,  which  had  an  awful  and  solenin  effect.  Such  was  the 
sad  end  of  a  man  whose  talents,  had  they  been  properly  applied, 
might  have  done  honour  to  himself,  and  rendered  him  highly  use* 
ful  to  society. 

THE    END. 


Priat«d  by  John  Moir,  Edinburgh. 
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